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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  AUibama,  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  its  Seventy-third  Annual  Graufl 
Communication  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day 
ot  J)ecember,  A.  D.  1893,  A.  L.  5898. 


H 


PltESENT : 

Fbanc'ir  L.  Pkttus Grand  Master. 

Geo.  p.  Harrison Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Jame£  A.  BiLBRO Senior  Grand  Warden. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  H.  Dinoley Grand  Treasurer. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Grand  Secretary. 

William  C.  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

W.  G.  Robertson Grand  Marshal. 

Lew  Lazarus Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Henry  H.  Matthews Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Chas  H.  Mandy Senior  Grand  Steward. 

Oscar  J.  Cohen Junior  Grand  Steward. 

CHARLE8  A.  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Grand  Master. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Grand  Master. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

James  M.  Brundidge Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope Jun'or  Grand  Warden. 
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The  Most  Worshipful  (irand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama,  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
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Chas  H.  Mandy Senior  Grand  Steward. 

Oscar  J.  Cohen Junior  Grand  Steward. 

Charles  A.  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Grand  Master. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Grand  Master. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

James  M.  Brundidue Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope Jun'or  Grand  Warden. 
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RErRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES: 

George  P.  HarriaoD Arizona. 

H.  Clay  ArmstroDg Brazil. 

George  F.  Moore Canada 

James  W.  Penn England. 

Russell  M.  Cunninflrham,  M.  D Hungary. 

B.  Dudley  Williams,  M.  D Maine. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Michigan. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Minnesota. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Missouri. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Nebraska. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans New  Jersey. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans New  Mexico. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins New  Soufh  Wales. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans (Quebec. 

Thomas  H.  Amberson South  Australia. 

Francis  L.  Pettus Virginia. 

And  Masters,  Wardens,  and    Proxies,  from    subordi- 
nate Lodges,  as  follows  : 
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Alalama Isaac D. Roberts W.  M 

Rising  Virtup J.  F.  Warren J.  W. 

Moulton David  C.  Alroan J.  W. 

;  Wm.  W.  Diffin W.  M. 

'        Macon I  i^  i^  McUod S.  W, 

«       1  «ri-«.    TT      i.  |B  Davie W.  M. 

10  Royal  White  Heart jrp    p.FiuB J   W. 

-,  jLouisBIoch W.  M. 

11  Monigoroery |  j^^j^^  Popperiuau* J.  W. 

Florence Mason  G.  Shelion W.  M. 

Athenn Ben  Lee  Allen W.  M. 

St.   Alban- S  G.  Woolf W.  M. 

George  WaahintftoD Calvin  Upcriurch W.  M. 

,,  ,  fJas.  T.  Beck* W.  M. 

P^Jf }Sol.  D.  Bloch' S.  W. 

LiFavett.- john  H.  Turpin  W.  M. 

Selma  Fraternal J  F.  F  Wise* W.  M. 

(E   A.  Neil 8.  W. 

„.  .       Q  f  Wni.  E.Oakley W.  M. 

Rising  Sun  J  x,.  s.  Robinson 8.  W. 

^    ,  I  Frank  Pierce J  W. 

^"♦^^K* W.  8.  Puu W.  M. 

Washington  Edward  W.  Uilfi.lin W.  M. 

-„  ,         .  f  (Jeo.  F.  Sedberry W.  M. 

39  Wetnmpka Jn  c.   Edwards.. 8.  W. 

(8.  H.  Williams J.  W. 

40  Mobile i  Wm.  8.  Foster* W.  M. 

-.   .       ,  1  Oicur  J.  Cohen 8  W. 

Livingston j   jj   Hamilton W.M. 

^'^^^ou  tnarence  Grove W.  M. 

„  f  G.  L.  Comer W.  M. 

Harmony ;  ^eo.  A.  Beaucoamp 8.  W. 

,,  ,.  I R  H.  Moulthrope J.  W. 

Deraopolis Norman  G.  Wyun 8.  W. 

>:"i°H Jno.  B  Christian  W.  M. 

^'^^'^I'K H  A.  Shields W.  M. 

.     .,  fWm    Sraaw W.M. 

-^"^♦y '  H.  M    Judge 8.  W. 

^,    ^     .  ,  It.  P.  Barclay* J.  W. 

Mt    Moriah H.  (J.  Moorehend NV.  M. 

Z^l F.J  Cowart W.M. 

Tusnegee j   h.  Conway W.  M. 

^•*n^» W.U.   Mav W.M. 

c,    T  u  fE.  L  Blue* W.  M. 

St-  -^ohn- J  ^   Miles 8.  W. 

^      ,  ^  8.  C  Cowau J.  W. 

S"""®^? V W.  F.  Shell ;.8.  W. 

Hampden  oydney ^^^^^  ^  Robinson W.  M. 

Z'ii^^^'A ^'  ^'  Craig W.  M. 

"^'^^^^ Frederick  W.  Priicuard W.  M. 

^^„-    I  (U.  Keiffner W.  M. 

C*^"*"' ',  G.  G.  West 8.  W. 

^. ,      ,     Q  I  C.  M.  Pritchard J.  W. 

Widow's  Son \.g^  ^y   R^y„^ VV.  M. 
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No.      74       Solomon |  g  q  Burk<>» 8.  W. 

u        TO        A„w...^  f  Warren  8.  Payne W.  M. 

70        Auburn |  g  j^.^^^  Armstrong J  W. 

79  Fredon^a .1.  F.  <'Unibee 8.  W. 

80  Wilcox John  M.  Walthall .....S.  W. 

83  Friendship John  0.   Brannan W.  M. 

88  Meridian  Sun Wm.  R.  Smyley W.  M. 

T>^4x  .11^  j  CharleH  A  Edwards W,  M. 

^"^^^^"^^ 1  Joseph  B  Bell* J.  W. 

90        Pfister J.  H.  Bohaonon W.  M. 

W.  Fo-ter W.  M. 

W. 

*'        J*3        Sawyer James  P.  DalissMnrpby 8.  W. 

'»        96        Tuckub-itcbee T.  J.  Gibson W.  M. 

**        97        Lozoh^tchfe James  D.  Amberson J,  W. 

"        98        Fulton John  R   Carter* W.  M. 

••      101        Hartwell B.  Dudley  Williams W.  M. 

ia5        Shiloh H   C.  Disraukes W.  M. 

107  Choctaw J.  M.  Gilder W.  M. 

119  Notasuli?a C  L  C.  Atkeson J.  W. 

120  CnrnpHill W.  R   Dawson W.  M. 

120  Mortimer  Reeder Vinson  P   Dallas* 8  W. 

127  Boliver H   D.  LR'iiner* W.  M. 

**      132  Roflnoke Hamuli  Henderson W   M. 

»•      134  Wiley JW.    Breedlove W.  M. 

»i       mi;  r^L^rnKf.  f  A.  J.   Armstrong W.  M. 

135  Columbia ,  ^^^   ^    Cleveland* 8  W. 

136  Tnitv Robert  H    S.uthall J.  W. 

137  Rockford A    D.  Bentley W.  M. 

142        Baldwin Otia  B.  Richardson J.  W. 

140  MHsouri j  ^,   ^   Hightower 8.  W. 

148  Coldwater J.  H.  KUis S  W. 

153  Monroevilie Samuel  H.  Diiley W.  M. 

154  Nixburgh Wm.L  Johnson W.  M. 

♦'      101        Penirk  1^*^   Haynie 8.  W. 

^''^        lenicir |  jj   j   Dupree* J.  W. 

102        Hendrix Samuel  G.Todd W.M. 

m    Fayetu^viue  Authentic.  { ^  ^-  '^^[J^l^eT:::::;;: ::;:;:::: :::.l  w: 

108  Mount  Hope Matthew  M.  Summers S.  W. 

170  Elba W.  H.  Chapman W.  M. 

1-1  i^i««*..«  /  Andrew  J.  Batchelor W.  M. 

Ul  Clopton {  George  T.  Weed* 8.  W. 

f  Henry  H.  Matthews W.  M. 

173       Andrew  Jackson Charles  ILWestcott 8.  W. 

((ieoree  R.  Boyd J.  W. 

Orion S   J.Townsend W.  M. 

DeSoioville Thonnas  W.   Allen* W.  M. 

Mount  Hilliard E  M  McCreless W.M. 

Mount  P^agle Joseph  M.  Amason W.  M. 

Brush  Creek Thomas  F.  Hall W.M. 

iTm.Ki^A  i  P^rancis  M.  Patridge W.  M. 

^**'*^® {  Charles  M.  Simpson J.  W. 
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Kiliftee 

LaPinB 

Alpisnrim 
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York 

CBrrolit  n 

Sum  Dixon 

Linevitle 

Mount  Ciirmei".'. 
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John  Payne 

Harrison j 

Carup  Creek 

Nortbport 

Ro(eHilI . 

<ioitn'«n 

Gaylesvillf 

Er^in 

TalladeKB 

Meridian 

Forest  Home 

Pea  River 

Clilton 

Buliock 

Springville 


Nalhan  Landers W  J 

■  A,  Champion W.  » 

S  -M.  Mitchell 9  ^ 

(I  H.  Martin S.  V 

TbomMB  La9k» W.  [ 

Jnbn  B    QhleldE W  1 

W,  G    RoberUon W.  S 

James   A.  Ree»M» W.  * 

R.  D.  Krans" W-  » 

Wm.  H.  Tolin J.  V 

J   M    Stevens W.  li 

Jami-s  8.  Edwards W.  J 

I'tmrles  Capel W.  i 

8.  A    Adams J.  V 

Wm   A.  Arnold W.  S 

A.  S.  Clark" S  V 

8  B  Gaston W.  * 

T.  A.  Jones a.  V 

.lames  A  BUbro" W.  5 

[l-njimin  F.  Pope* 8.  W 

A.  W.  Deens* W.  ft 

T  Tiederoau W.  i 

A.V.  Huff W,  A 

J   T.  B    AdatuP 8,  V 

Edmond  Powell J.  7 

A  H.  SeHera W.  ft 

.Tepiha  T.  8eay!l'.'.'.'.'.';".'.'.'.V.'.'!!s*  fl 

H.M.  Kadney W.  Si 

R   a  Windom 3.  V 

W.  B   Darbv J.  ^ 

Wm.  L.  McQpe W.  b 

K  G    Rollins" W.  & 

Julius  M.   Bailer" W.  1 

Rirhard  P.  Bryan fl.fl 

John  B    Andrews W.  i 

Elijsb  Moore S  W 

T.  W.  SirauRhn W.  N 

John  B    Carr S.  V 

M.  M.  Grant J.  » 

"  T   Dillard W,  i 

A.  Green S.  ^ 

J.  P.  FariLI W.  J 

John  Manasco W.  \ 

W,  J.   Rhodes W.  * 

L.  J.  Wright J.  n 

J.  W.  Wall" W.ll 

UufusG,  ShahkB W.  M 

J.  B  Powell" 8  » 

W.  T.  ChapmBD W.  » 

A  J.  Wise" 8.  V> 

Warren  B   Sbeffield" W.  * 

Wm.  F.  Gilchrist W.  tt 

B.  M.  Hill W,  M 
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sir.       7A       fl^i/.r«^«  I  W.  C.  Bicdsoe W.  M. 

No.      74        SolomoD |  g  q   Burk<>* 8.  W. 

u        7p        A„u.,,«  f  Warren  8.  Payne W.  M. 

70        Auburn |  g  pj^^„  Armstrong J   W. 

79  Fredon^a I.  F.  rumbee 8.  W. 

80  Wilcox John  M.  Walthall .....8.  W. 

83        Friendship John  O.   Brannan W.  M. 

88        Meridian  Bun Wm.  R.  Smyley W.  M. 

T>.„4f„;ii«  j  Charle?*  A  Edwards W.  M. 

^'^**^^^'"'' 1  Joseph  B  Bell* J.  W. 

90        Pfister J.  H.  Bohannon W.  M. 

o,         TT.^,„  Ji   W.Fo-ter W.  M. 

yi        nenry j  Newell  M    Thornton* J.  W. 

US  Sawy*»r James  P.  Dallas  Mnrpby 8.  W. 

96  Tuckabttcbee T.  J.  Gibson W.  M. 

**        97  Lozohntchfe Jaraes  D.  Amberson J.  W. 

"        98  Fulton John  R    Carter* W.  M. 

*»      101  Hartwell B.  Dudley  Williams W.  M. 

ia5  8hiloh H   C.  Dismukes W    M. 

107  Choctaw J.  M.  Gilder W.  M. 

119  Notasulpa C   L  C.  Atkeson J.  W. 

120  Ctmp  Hill W.  R   Dawson W.  M. 

*»      120  Mortimer   Reeder Vinson  P   Dallas* 8   W. 

"      127  Boliver H    D.  LaMii.er* W.  M. 

132  RoHnoke Hamufl  Henderson W   M. 

134  Wiley J    W.    Breedlove W.  M. 

»i       i9»;  rt^i^r^Kj-  f  ^'  J-   Armstrong W.  M. 

135  Columbia ^  ^^   ^.    Cleveland* 8  W. 

130  Unitv Robert  O    S  .uthall J.  W. 

137  Rockford A    D.  Hf^ntley W.  M. 

142  Baldwin Otis  B.  Richardson J.  W. 

44      1  ,f.  vc;  .  f  A.  B.  Lone W.  M. 

146  Missouri  j  ^   ^    Hightower 8.  W. 

148        Coldwater 1.  II.  KUis 8  W. 

153  Monroeville Samuel  H.   Diiley W.  M. 

154  Nixburgh Wm.L  Johnson W.  M. 

*'       161         Ppnirk  i^*^  Haynie 8.  W. 

^''^        ienictr ^  ^   j   Dupree* J.  W. 

162  Hendrix Samuel  G.Todd W.M. 

163  Fayetteville  Authentic.  { J  f;  '{."oon'ey.:^^^^  w! 

168  Mount  Hope Matthew  M.  Summers S.  W. 

170  Elba W.  H.  Chapman W.  M. 

fi  r-i^^* f  Andrew  J.  Batchelor W.M. 

1/1  Clopton i  George  T.  Weed* 8.  W. 

(Henry  H.  Matthews W.  M. 

173        Andrew  Jackson Charles  R.Westcott 8.  W. 

((ieorge  R.  Boyd J.  W. 

Orion S   J.Townsend W.  M. 

DeSotoville Thonnas  W.  Allen* W.  M. 

Mount  Hilliard E  M   McCreless W.M. 

Mount   Eagle Joseph  M.  Amason W.  M. 

Brush  Creek Thomas  F.  Hall W.M. 

iti'ii.Ka/^  I  P>anci8  M.  Patridge W.  M. 

^^*'*^^® {  Charles  M.  Simpson J.  W. 
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Kili'gee Nathan  Landers W.  M. 

T„p-   ^  (A.  Champion W.  M. 

^^^^^^ Is  M.  Mitchell 8  W. 

Alexandria G.  H.  Martin 8.  W. 

Marshal' Thomas  B  Lusk* W.  M. 

York John  B    Shields W  M. 

Carrolli  n W.  G    Robertson W.  M. 

Sam  Dixon James   A.Reeves* W.  M. 

Lineville R.   D.   Evans* W.  M. 

Tensaw Wm.  H.  Tolin J.  W. 

Mount  Carmel J   M    Stevens W.  M. 

Newton James  8.  Edwards W.  M. 

Louisville <^h«rles  Capel W.  M. 

Santa  Fe S.  A    Adams J.  W. 

To,«^o  P  r.r,  ^  W'm.  A.  Arnold W.  M. 

James  Penn ^  ^^    S.Clark* S  W. 

Dallas S  B  Gaston W.  M. 

S^'pulga T.  A.Jones 8.  W. 

^*"*^^"  j  B-njimin  F.   Pope* 8.  W. 

Fairmonnt A.  W.  Deens* W.  M. 

Bowen T  Tiedemau W.  M. 

f  A.  F.  Huff W.  M. 

Coosa <  J   T.  B   Adams 8.  W. 

(Edmond  Powell J.  W. 

Ramer A  H.  Sellers W.  M. 

Dawson Marion  I^ee 8.  W. 

John  Payne Teptha  T.  Seay 8.  W. 

(  H.  M.  Kadney W.  M. 

Harrison  R   D.  Windom 8.  W. 

t  W.  B   Darbv J.  W. 

Lawrence Wm.  L.  McGee W.  M. 

Amand E  G    Rollins* W.  M. 

I-.  _^   r-r««ir  (  Julius  M.    Baxter* W.  M 

Camp   Creek j  R,>hard  F.  Bryan 8.  W. 

\r^y.*u^^^^  (  John  B    Andrews W.  M. 

(T.  W.  Siraughn W.  M. 

253  Ro^e  Hill John  B    Carr 8.  W. 

(M.  M.  Grant J.  W. 

o^A        n„Sf«.-r.  ^8T    Dillard W.  M. 

254  Quitman ^  ^    ^^^^^ g   ^ 

Gaylesville J.  P.  Farill W.  M. 

Ervin John  Manasco W.  M. 

rr„n-,i^„a  J  W.  J.   Rhodes W.  M. 

^*"«^««* j  L.  J.  Wright J.  W. 

Meridian J.  W.  Wall* W.  M. 

TT^t^o*   xi^^^  I  RufusG.  Shanks W.  M  . 

Forest  Home jj   g  Powell* 8  W. 

Pea  River  f  ^-  '^  Chapman W.  M. 

xeaixiver |^  J.Wise*  8.  W. 

Clifton Warren  B   Sheffieid*.'.'..!'...'.!^       m! 

Bullock Wm.  F.  Gilchrist W.  M. 

Springville B.  M.  Hill W.  M. 


No. 

199 

201 

208 

209 

211 

213 

218 

219 

221 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

228 

2:^3 

236 

238 

246 

242 

243 

244 

24.0 

246 

248 

250 

251 

252 

PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  [1893 

Cbarle,  B^kerville |  Thla^C^MoVioZr;:;::!-  W. 

Oeorgiana Aroason  8.  Palmer W.  M. 

^,.    .^^  (  J.  F    Lewis W.  M. 

^^*"^^° 1  J.  W.  MaihiHon* J.  W. 

Gillespie Freeman  8.  Jenkiun W.  M. 

Vr^r.*  rk^,v^.;f  I J   F-  Hattnmer W.  M. 

Fort  Deposit |  ^  p^  Ciemenra J.  W. 

Norris W.J.Holland 8   W. 

CentialCity T.  P    Whitby W.  M. 

Jon«Mibon» Oscar  E.  Harm^r S.W. 

Churitv K   H.  Pra't W.  M. 

Blue  Eye AH.  Griffin W.  M. 

Oliver W.  T.  Jarvis* W.  M. 

Nanafalia Albert  G.    Wes'bruok W.  M. 

Jobns'in Joe»   Nicbols W  M. 

Oeorgiana  Davih W.  O    M.   Frankiin W.  M. 

Rauan W.  H.  Davit. W.  M. 

Hartsboru A.  L  Andr«*W8* W.  M. 

Bienville P.  J.  Pillanh* W.  M. 

Ozark W.  R    Sims* W.  M. 

\x7;i^..  Tirsn;«».o  f  John  A.  Ku^ijeri* W.M. 

Wilson  Williams {  Wm.  Jackson 8   W. 

Rock  Mills W.  M.   Alli««on W.  M. 

Heaton Jeft<*rson  D  Duke W.  M. 

.,,„„.  (G.  W.  Mackey W.  M. 

-^'"'*°^ 1  A.  8   Stockdale J.  W. 

Rutlefire Joseph  8  Sanders* W.  M. 

Town  Crerk W.  C.  Bracken W.  M. 

Pleasant  Sitr J.  T.  Boiling ; W.  M. 

Piedmont Thomas  P.   Savage J.  W. 

Athelstan Harry  A.  Lowe J.  W. 

Russellvilie John  M.  Tubbp W.  M. 

Bell's  Landing W.  M.  Hfstle W.  M. 

Robert  E.Le*» D  C.   Mims W.M. 

Attalld J.  W.  Penn W.  M. 

Rirr«.««K««,    p^«»-.^««i  J  M.  T.  Stratford* W.  M. 

Birmingham    Fraternal  |  ^e^  Lazarus* 8.  W. 

AAr^*i.^.<.  J  James  W.  Swaun W.  M. 

^^^^®" 1  L.  Mullens J.  W. 

Valley  Head C.  T.  Culverhouse* W.  M. 

Falkville 8.  8.   Uman 8.  W. 

Black  Oak L  B   Lackey S.W. 

rTa,,^oii«  l^'-J-    Walker W.M. 

^^^^^^^^ Id.  W.  Day a  W. 

Hanceville F.  A.  Gillespie 8.  W. 

Grten  Hill Gilford  C.  Thigpen W.  M. 

Doric T.  B.   Wallace W.M. 

Hillsboro D  C    Alman W.M. 

u      .,A        R«u„.  fT.  A.  Griffin 8  W. 

410  Helena j^.  B.  Pavne* J.  W. 

J11         T««M'«^«  j  Joseph  li    Hill W.M. 

411  Jemison |  Jonathan  Bice 8  W. 

412  Amberson Arthur  D.  Casey W.M. 

413  High  Shoals J^ft*e^8on  D.  Pittman   J.  W. 


No. 

281 

C* 

285 

287 

290 

291 

301 

305 

;a5 

331 

332 

334 

335 

337 

338 

;i41 

34(j 

348 

341) 

351 

353 

354 

350 

357 

301 

364 

368 

369 

371 

373 

379 

^i 

it 


l( 


384 
390 


394 

396 

397 

398 

400 

402 

406 

408 

it 

tl 
•  < 


<"t*roxie8. 
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415        OikL-vd M  Q   Eirnesi* J.  W. 

417         OpniiMSn.ilb J.  R,  R.eves W.  M. 

421        fullTM  FweriiBi A.  J.  York W   M. 

i-a        Claiiton  W.  n  Sarior W.  M. 

4i»        Taroplp Wm   H.   Mwon W   M. 

I  Jame«  C,  Pit.kstuL W.  M. 

129        Milo  Abercrombie ■  lATm.  I.'oin  A.   Lyuu f=.  W. 

t  JamoB  I..  Boyd .1.  W. 

430        Alhelville B.  M   J<th..H.>ii W.  M. 

4S.1        Ilranrhville M,  Itirnpit S  W, 

434        AnHalu-la 1-niet"  K.ANdErsoi.* *.  M. 

4:i5         War.- W.  M.  IVarpon W.  M. 

437  Fort  Payne J    M    P-viBun SV.  M. 

438  Hfadland B.  W.  Harrinn W.  M. 

jjn        Pn^n— ,  fMoBi>sJ.  Aneriisiliy S.  W. 

440        ForT!.-! j  y.^^^^  „_  wjlliamf    J.  W. 

443  Annis'on W.  V.   Teat J.  W. 

444  AimborouKli I».  H.  Hal' W-M. 

44l>        \j^fg J.  M   AlkiipB «.  w. 

447        'I'Bvlor J.  J.C.IItnp W.  M. 

44«        CtoalburK Wru.   Kellii.u W.  H. 

4VI        FlnrM.  lCharl8-H  Handy A'.  M. 

iM        KlontlB jj{   y    Cunningham* «  W. 

|K   Hermlon  Glenn W.  M. 

451        Seals ■'  R  ».  G.   Waddell* H  W. 

I. W.J.  Boykin J,  W. 

4r,2        r>ol--ral» R.  J.  Adcoc* S  W. 

4.')3       Gibson A  J.  Emereon W.M. 

454        Le* Thomai  I'.  Freer W,  M. 

4S6       ««n.  Tnoiupsou BM    Shari' W.M. 

4-^7        Harris Thomas  M,  Panou W.  M. 

45K        Bessenior John   f   McKwIng S.  W. 

45!)       Hardy  Howie Tbowas  H.  Howie W.  M. 

m    King  Solomon {iLi^  'ij^^^iz^rrrl  w] 

461        Shiloh E.  P.  Binip W.  M. 

406        Dutban W.  J.    BanHy .W.  M, 

4fi7        Kennedy G.  J.  Collin- 8.  W. 

471         Mount    Willing J.  A.    Cocbraii J.  W. 

(  B.  F.  Jone» W.  M. 

474  BlootOD \  Ell  Suortridge S.  W. 

I  Robert  Vanti J.  W. 

475  Deataville A.  H.  Whetstone" W.  M, 

478  Guinn M.  T,  Aktra W.  M. 

479  Rock  Springs G.    W.  Xewiirai, W.  M. 

4«4        Lebanon   D,  M   Kavlor W.  M, 

4NS        H>.nroe W.  J.   UcCants W.  M. 

486  Cedar  Bmff Isa-c  A.   EIHs W.  M. 

487  Hound   MoQutain T.J  Alleo W.M. 

4tW        Luverne C.  R.  Bricken* W.  M, 

480  BumtCoru F.  a.  Dailey W.  M. 

491         NewDpcstiir  ( Tboraas  Turner W.M, 

4aL        New  Decatur |  j,_^^  „  Grabam* 8.  W. 

4fti        Wylam Maltb-ad  Walter S.  W. 
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No.  493 

496 
498 
499 

500 
501 
502 
504 
508 
509 
511 
512 
513 
514 
515 

51G 

517 
519 
520 
522 
524 
526 

527 

528 

529 

530 

531 

532 
5:« 
535 

*Pn)xles. 


ABhford  fW.  H.  Hays W.  M. 

^^°^°'^° I  G.  M.  Champion* S  W. 

Bremen Y,  Ra^neus  Tucker W.  M. 

Bay  Minette D.  C   Bvrne W.  M. 

Cleveland Wiley  P    Owen W.  M. 

L'>g*n 

Delra«r 

CaMwpli 

Midland  Ci«v 

Mount  8'gnal 

Rrookwo'od 

Johnfl 

Cunningham 

Morrow 

Cottonwood 

James  I).   Truss 


Magnolia 

H-veett 

W.  F   A'drich 

Carrintrf^n 

Windham 

Hackleburgh 

Midd'eton 

Charlton 

Brown's  Cross  Road?... 


Myles  J.  Greene. 
Muscadine 


Sullig«»nt. 
Wbitti^ld 
Bangor.... 


Theo.  T.   Diokerson W.  M. 

T  G     Diipr«>e W.  M. 

A   J.  Hnlt-v S.  W. 

J.  W.    C«s««*ady 8   W. 

W   T     Smith* W.  M. 

J.  M    Clifton 8.  W. 

J.  <".  Jones W.  M. 

jHmes  Kels<i» 8.  W. 

Mrf  o  I  A    Ponder W.  M. 

W.  J.    Ham W.  M. 

A    K    Wvatt W.M. 

I  Thomao  S    Crowder W.  M. 

Drtniel  RtTtft 8.  W. 

J.  A.    Waddell* W.  M. 

J.  r.    Hassan    W.  M. 

T.  J.    H.>skins W.  M. 

Thom«s  P.  DeWeese* W.  M. 

A   J.   Emerson* W.  M. 

W.  W.  Ozbirn W.  M. 

fX.    D.   Mehar^r W.  M. 

]  James  P.   Nunnelly J.  W. 

Jo«pph  K.    Barnes 8.  W. 

Hnnry  A.  Ebridge W.  M. 

James  A.   Samuel* 8.  W. 

(  Wm  .  O    Avers J.  W. 

Henrv  M.   Austin* W.  M. 

I  M.  F.  Smith W.  M. 

I  K   T   Hartsleld 8.  W. 

Robert  J    Rpdden W.  M. 

B.  W.  Whitfield W.  M. 

J.  C.  Rhodes* W.  M. 
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The  M.',  W.',  Grand  Lo^lge  was  opened  in  nmjile 
form  by  the  W.-.  M.-.  Grand  Master. 

I'niyer  hy  H.-.  W,-.  and  Keverend  Grand  Chuphiin. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  (iraiid  Master  delivered  his  Animal 
Addro3B,  as  followe; 


GKAND  MASTERS  APDRKSS. 


Am 

•ther  y.?ar  has 

rolled  arm 

ind  and  fin 

d.  us  in  o 

iir  accusiotned 

place 

ofmeclirj;:  ai 

ld  1  would 

1.*-  verv  cl^ 

id,  if  1  comI 

d.  Ill  follow  the 

cusloi 

-ofm.nyy.. 

rslastp... 

.aiuI-oL^r 

'"" -y-" 

upon  an  •■ra  o( 

prosp 

erity.pincf  ,>.i 

r   last  meet 

iiiu;  hill  ir 

1  leniporal 

affairs  it  is  not 

true. 

ll  appears  ih 

atlhehiiml 

of  Pr.-vid. 

enre  lias  h< 

;<-iilaiil  htavily 

upon 

us      The  eiirll 

■ihasiiol  \ 

iekieii  lo  u 

s   ilf   acrui 

'onitd  harvtsi, 

and  at  very  nMiiv  o: 

r..ur  hrtsiJ 

es  Ihe  mo^ 

lurimpovc 

rlvh-'-'Ueenan 

unwd 

come  vi-itor. 

Thrft  til-  1 

■r^n.l  Ar<■^ 

literl   of  llii 

■■  Universe  has 

sem  t 

his  yearofsiir 

row  anr)  Hd 

,versi.yto< 

Jiir  lir^-^ide.s  cannot  he  dis- 

pultd 

;  thai  soiiit;  w 

ise  purpcse  was  iiii.-n. 

iled.andwi 

lleve-lu^llybe 

devel 

iiped  looiir  C( 

miprehensi. 

(in,  Wel<Mi> 

w.     Thetri 

als  and  sorrows 

of  our 

■l;.st  yt-ar  "ill 

.  ill  ihe  owl 

.  time  of  '■ 

Mhn  who  doelh  all  ihings 

well.' 

'  be  norked  .. 

ut  to  our  g< 

lOil.  and  wi 

L-miiMface 

adversity  as  we 

have  ] 

fimsperity,  wii 

lii,neyesii 

iiRleloan 

eventual  re 

St  from  all  care 

and  SI 

arrow  in  liiat 

'"temple  not  made  with   liand=, 

eternal  in  the 

Heavi 

ens."     We  ha 

ve  rull>vaH 

d  the  soil, 

and  It  has 

not  responded 

with  its  accustomed  harvest;  we  have  engaged  in  the  marls  of  trade, 
and  our  ships  have  been  lost  in  the  storms  of  adversity!  We  have 
delved  and  toiled  in  the  works  of  professional  life,  and  our  hopes 
again  have  been  blown  hack  to  lis  as  a  leal  by  the  wind;  but  all  these 
things  are  the  matters  of  a  dav.  To-day  adversity  comes,  and  with 
It  all  of  its  attendant  evils,  trouble  and  sorrow,  the  want  of  accus- 
tomed luxuries;  to-morrow  comes  prosperity,  and  in  her  smiling 
train  all  of  the  Kood  cifts  of  Ihe  earth  follow.  Let  us  not  tie  cast 
down  by  adversity.  It  is  but  for  a  day.  So  sure  as  sun  follows  sun, 
so  surely  will  prosperity  follow  adversity.  Such  from  the  earliest 
times  has  been  the  history  of  mankind;  and  such,  until  you  and  I, 
and  many  f;eneralions  ol  such  as  we,  are  numl>ered  with  the  dead, 
will  l>e  the  immutable  law  ofmankind.    Our  own  organization,  since 
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its  own  inception,  many  centuries  SLgo,  has  known  numberless  sea- 
sons such  as  this,  and  also  seasons  without  number  of  boundless 
prosperity.  To  our  own  beloved  organization,  looking  back  as  she 
does,  through  countless  ages,  if  she  could  give  us  but  a  faint  insight 
into  her  sorrows,  troubles  and  tribulations;  when  priest  and  poten- 
tate joined  hands  to  destroy  her;  when  the  rulers  of  all  nations 
banded  themselves  together  wiih  the  common  purpose  to  put  an 
end  to  our  beloved  order;  wh  n  hostile  nations  united  themselves 
together  in  the  common  purpose  to  blot  her  from  the  face  of  the 
earth;  when  the  most  powerful  religion  hurled  the  thunders  of  its 
condemnation  upon  her  devoted  head;  how  calm  and  peaceful  this 
season  of  apparent  adversity  would  be.  And  even  now,  we  have 
countless  blessings  for  which  to  render  thanks.  Pestilence  and 
famme.  which  has  devastated  the  lodges  of  our  neighbors,  has 
passed  us  by.  We  have  nothing  of  which  we  can  complain,  which 
has  not  visited  every  country  and  people  upon  the  globe;  and,  too,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  that  during  the  past  year,  instead  of  decreasing,  our 
number  has  increased.  Niw  lodges  have  been  formed,  and  our 
membership  is  larger  than  it  was  a  year  ago. 

It  had  been  my  mtention,  whesi  honored  with  the  high  office  with 
which  your  partiality  invested  me,  to  have  visited  the  various  lodges 
of  the  State;  but  in  the  early  spring-time,  the  very  time  which  I  ex- 
pected to  devote  to  this  work,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed,  and  for 
more  than  twelve  weeks  I  was  unable  to  attend  to  anv  business 
whatsoever.  Since  my  restoration  to  health,  my  private  affairs 
have  demanded  my  incessant  attention,  and  for  this  reason  I  have 
been  unable  to  visit  the  various  lodges,  as  I  had  intended.  The  re- 
sult has  been  that  I  have  visited  few  lodges  in  the  State  I  have 
been  deprived,  for  the  same  reason,  of  the  pleasure  of  attending  the 
Masonic  Conferences  held  \n  the  different  districts  of  the  State;  and 
I  desire  to  say  in  this  connection,  that  from  the  reports  which  have 
been  made  to  me,  these  Conferences  have  been  doing  a  great  work, 
and  should  be  encouraged  in  every  way  possible. 

The  inevitable  tendency  of  such  Conferences  is  to  secure  uniform- 
ity of  work  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  also  to  promote  a  friendly 
interchange  of  views,  and  the  social  and  friendly  intercourse  among 
the  Brethren  in  the  various  districts. 

Since  our  last  communication  the  hand  of  death  has  again  visited 
us,  and  has  removed  from  among  us  two  of  the  most  beloved  mem- 
bers of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Past  Grand  Master, 
has  left  us  and  gone  to  his  reward.    There  is  no  member  of  this 
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Grand  Lodge  who  did  not  know  and  love  him.  For  very  many 
years  he  has  been  eminent  in  our  councils,  and  there  has  never  been 
a  time  wh^n  we  have  not  listened  with  reverence  to  his  words  of 
wisdom .  He  occupied,  or  rather,  filled  every  station  in  this  Grand 
Lodge  with  dignity,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Chairman  of 
one  of  our  most  imporlnnt  committees.  His  place  no  man  can  filL 
At  every  communicaiion.  us  long  as  those  of  us  who  knew  him  stilt 
live  and  meet  logether,  his  genial  greeting  and  wise  counsel  will  be 

1  recommend  that  suitable  steps  be  taken  at  Ibis  session  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  perpetuate  his  memory;  and  to  that  end  I  recom- 
mend that  a  Committee  be  appointed  lo draft  resolutions  commem- 

At  this  communication  we  miss  another  familiar  face.  Henry  C. 
Wiley  haspassed  from  sight  of  mortal  man  into  the  great  unknown. 
No  more  zealous  Mason  ever  lived  in  this  Jurisdiction.  The  last 
time  1  saw  him  he  cami-  to  me  with  an  appeal  from  the  Lodge  of 
which  he  was  an  honored  member,  to  assist  him  in  the  adoption  of 
legislation  in  the  interesiof  the  Fraternity  ofhis  native  city.  He  was 
an  ornament  to  this  Grand  Lodge  and  to  the  Masons  of  Alabama, 
and  his  memory  should  be  by  us  forever  ch'  Hshed.  I  recommend 
the  appointment  of  an  appropriate  Commiitee  to  drnft  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sorrow  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  his  untimely  loss. 

In  accordance  with  time-honored  custom,  and  with  your  com- 
mands on  the  subject,  I  submit  to  you  a  record  of  my  actions,  since 
you  have  honored  me  by  election  to  this  high  office.  That  I  have 
committed  errors,  I  do  not  doubt;  but  I  desire  to  say  that  in  every 
action  and  in  every  ruling  I  have  made.  I  have  had  an  eye  single  to 
the  dignity  and  prosperity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 
CHARLTON   LODGE  tJO.  5'JH. 

At  our  last  Annual  Communication  the  following  Resolution  was 
adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Dispensation  to  Charlton  Lodge  No.  .j^S,  be 
continued;  and  that  the  M.'.W.'.  Grand  Master  be  requested  to  inves- 
tigate all  the  circumstances  in  this  case  and  continue  or  withdraw 
Dispensation  or  grant  Charter,  as  he  may  in  his  discretion  deter- 
mine-"   I'roceedings  lKil2,  page  K4. 

Under  this  Reroluiion  I  appointed  Bro.  F.  J.  Cowart,  Worshipful 
Master.  Troy  Lodge  No.  .t4;  John  M.  Dowling,  Worshipful  Master, 
Ozark  Lodge  No.  :i41l,  and   N.   M.  Thornton,  Worshipful  Master 


.V.  uc  ^rallied   to  Charlloii    Ludi;^ 

had  ;i  C'harU-r  issiirl. 

(.RAM)    klil'KKSENTATIVKS. 

On  January  20th  I  appointed  Bro.  Nelson  Will 
Ohio,  Representative  of  the  Grand   Lod^e  of  A 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio^  and  in  due   time   receivei 
ceptance. 

On  January  28th  I  commissioned   Bro.    Benjan 
Foreman,  N.  D.,  as  our  Grand  Representative  at 
of  North  Dakota,  and  in  due  time  received  acknow 
ceptance  of  same. 

On  March  Slst  I  commissioned  Bro.  Washingtoi 
New  Britan,  as  our  Grand  Representative  near  the 
Conneciicut,  and  in  due  line  received  his  letter  of ; 

On  November  lOth  I  appointed  Bro.  Andrew  H. 
Hill,  as  our  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand 
Carolina. 

I  recommended  and  have  received  notice  of  the 
the  following  brethren  as  Representatives  of  the 
named,  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Fletcher  ].  Cowart,  Dtrlaware. 

Addison  A.  Walker,  South  Carolina. 

LAYING   CORNER   STONES. 

On  the  24th  of  December  I  appointed  R  .W.-.H.C 
ly  Special  Deputy,  to  lay  corner  stone,  on  Dec.  .'{ 
ormal  College,  at  Roanoke,  Ala  , which  was  done  a 
On  November  1st  I  appointed  R.*.  W.*.  H.  Clay  A 
rner  stone  of  new  Masonic  Hall,of  Rockford  Lodg 
mstrong  report*  d  the  ceremonies  Hni " 
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On  May  l-Mh,  IHfiS,  I  appointed  B,  D.  Williams.  R.-.  W.-.  Junior 
Grand  iVarden,  lo  aci  as  my  Deputy  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the 
Masonic  Hall  al  Delta,  in  Clay  County,  on  the  24th  o(  June,  which  I 
am  informed  was  properly  and  liecomingly  done,  in  the  presence  of 
a  large  concourse  of  people . 

GRAND  LODGE  TRUST  FUND. 

In  IN(17  the  first  altempl  was  niaile  Inwards  establishing  a  Fund  (or 
the  purpose  of  building  a  Grant!  Lorige  Hall.  This  was  raised  by  a 
taxation  of  the  membership  of  the  Lodges,  and  after  a  short  trial  it 
was  found  ine.'tpedient  lo  continue  it,  and  the  money  raised  was  re- 
funded to  the  Lodges  in  the  proportion  in  which  it  was  paid.  Noth- 
ing further  appears  lo  have  been  done  until  1^75.  when,  by  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  Finance  Committee,  of  which  Olivtr  S.  Beers 
was  Chairman,  Ihc  present  Trust  Fund  was  founded  This  resolu- 
tion provided  for  the  payment  oC  20  pt  r  cent,  of  all  the  monies  re- 
(■(ived  by  the  Grand  Lodge  into  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  and 
also  provided  thai  all  monies  received  from  Dispensations, Charters 
and  sales  of  Codes  should  ,tlso  be  ustd  in  the  same  way.  The  re- 
port for  1H7H,  ihe  next  year,  shows  the  amount  which  accrued  to  the 
Permanent  Trust  Fund,  under  this  resolution, to  have  been  $3,2lii'j.42, 
and  they  then  had  on  hand  in  United  Stales  bonds  $2, 7(10. CM].  After- 
wards this  appropriation  of  21)  per  cent,  was  reduced  lo  10,  and  was 
subseijuently  repealed  The  appropriation  of  the  monies  arisinc 
from  Charters  and  Dispensations  still  continuing,  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  has  made  appropriations  from  time  to  time  of  additional 
sums.  This  Fund,  by  natural  increase,  and  by  appropriations  from 
monies  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  has  increased  until  we  now  have  on 
hand  $2H,2U<),I)0  in  Alabama  State  bonds;  and  by  the  close  of  this 
communication  the  amount  in  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund  will  be, 
at  the  least  estimate,  $28,(W(I.()0.  The  purpose  of  the  foundation  of 
this  Fund  was  ultimately  to  build  a  Grand  Lodge  Hall.  It  Is  now 
invested  in  Alabama  bonds,  bringing  an  interest  ol  lour  per  cent. 
The  Constitution  reijuires  our  Annual  Communicationstobeheldin 
the  city  of  Montgomery,  and  1  would  recommend  that  authority  be 
vested  in  a  proper  Committee  to  look  out  for  a  suitable  site  for  a 
Grand  Lodge  building,  uoon  which  there  are  now  improvements, 
and  which  would  pay  n  reasonable  rate  of  interest  upon  the  money 
invested.  I  apprehend  that  a  suitable  building  and  lot  may  be 
found  in  the  city  of  Montgomery,  which  would  pay  as  much  as  8 
per  cent,  upon  the  investment,  when  we  are  now  realising  only  four. 


I   l»<)n  itu-  -Hli  li.iy  «)(   N(>\  < ml iri    l.ist,  .<th  r  (onsiil; 
a  thoioui^h  in\  tsti;4.iti(in  ot  the  >iit'i»(  i  l)\-  iJios.  lln, 
aiul  A.  I).  >.iyrr.  1  imiir-  to  iht*  conclusion  that  our  | 
place  was,  in  its  then  condition,  unsafe  for  the  asseml 
a  number  of  Masons  as  usually  attend  our  Annual  C< 
on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  passage  ways  were  aV 
furniture,  and  the  entrance  of  Commerce  street   had 
nently  clostd.     Deeming:  it  my  duty  to  prevent  the  a 
gave  notice  to  the  owner  of  the  building  of  my  inten 
the  lease  then  existing,  and  to  move  out  of  the  buil 
lOth  day  ot  November,  aAer  a  full  conference  with  th< 
building,  and  upon  his  promise  to  k*ep  the  hall-way 
obstructions  and  to  re-open  the  entrance  on  Commerc 
tered  into  a  new  contract  for  a  re-lease  of  the  Hall  a 
Secretary's  office,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  Octc 
ing  on  the  first  day  of  October,  IIHK).     This  contract  pre 
employment  of  a  watchman  by  the  owner  of  the  build 
for  the  employment  of  a  watchman  by  the  Grand  Lodg 
sessions,  and,  in  my  opinion,  insures  us  as  much  safet 
bund  in  any  hall.    This  contract  was  made,   of  cours' 

he  ratification  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  is  nowsubmitt 

our  consideration. 

COMMITTEE  ON    WORK. 

On  December  ll»th,  1H<)1>,  Bro.  J.  A.  Bilbro  tendered 
>n  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  which  res 
luctantly  accepted.     I  appointed  Bro.  William  W.  N 
1  the  vacancy  thus  created. 

DISPENSATIONS   FOR   NEW   LODGES. 

dispensations  for  new  Lodges  have  been  icc"*"^  --  ' 
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September  8th,  Ifm,  to  Bro.  B.  W.  Whitfield  and  nine  others  to 
organize  a  Lodge  at  Galloway,  to  be  known  as  WhitBeld  Lodge 
No.  .^?3.       ' 

November  Tth,  lii9li,  to  Bro.  C.  C.  Slaton  and  ten  others  to  organ- 
ize a  lodge  at  Bozeman,  to  be  known  as  Bozeman  Lodge  No.  5.'i4. 


On  May  1st,  IKIKI,  Bro.  L  F.  Thompson,  District  Lecturer  for  the 
Sixth  and  Eighth  Districts,  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, and  his  place  has  not  been  filled,  as  the  appointment  must 
be  made  on  the  recommendation  of  some  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Work,  and  no  such  recommendation  has  been  made.  I  hope  a 
suitable  brother  may  be  found  at  an  early  day  to  fill  his  place. 

On  May  4th,  l«fl3,  Bro,  C.  B.  Whitfield,   Lecturer  for  the   First 
District,  resigned,  and  on  the   recommendation   of  Bro.  B.  F.  El- 
more, a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,   I  appointed  Bro.  W.   . 
W.  Uafiin  to  fill  the  vacancy. 


For  the  reasons  J  have  already  stated,  I  have  been  unable  to  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  the  various  District  Conferences,  held  during 
the  year,  much  to  my  regret,  but  under  the  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  requiring  me  to  appoint  a  Deputy  in  the  event  of  my  inability 
to  attend,  I  haveappointedasmy  Deputies  the  following  Brethren  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Masonic  Conferences: 

For  the  Ninth  District, at  Spring  Garden, on  January  17th,  R.-,W.\ 
Bro.  J.  A.  Bilbro;  to  the  Masonic  Conference  of  the  Sixth  District, 
at  Fayette  Court  House,  April  IDlh,  Bro,  R.  ].  Redden;  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Conference  for  the  Fifth  District,  at  Clanton,  May  10th  and 
llth,  Bro.  A  M.  Scott;  for  the  Second  District,  at  Brewton,  July 
12th  and  i:{th,  Bro.  ].  A.  Bilbro;  lolhe Seventh  District  Conference, 
at  Attalla,  August  l^Snd  to  L'4th.  Bro.  ].  A.  Bilbro;  to  the  Sixth  Dis- 
trict Conference,  ai  Jackson,  July  24th,  Bro.  W.  W.  Dafiin. 

I  have  received  reports  from  each  of  these  Conferences,  and  am 
thoroughly  satisfied  thai  they  are  doing  good,  as  well  in  the  way  of 
social  and  fiiendly  intercourse  among  the  Brethren,  as  in  securing 
greater  proficiency  and  uniformity  in  the  work. 

On  April  L'Oth  I  granted  a  Special  Dispensation  to  Carbon  Hill 
Lodge  No.  4!<4,  to  continue  work  until  the  approaching  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,tbeir  Lodge  having  been  lost,  including  its  Charter 
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and  contents,  by  fire.    I  recommend  that  a  new  Charter  be  granted 
this  Lodge. 

On  June  22nd  I  granted  a  Special  Dispensation  to  Bolivar  Lodge 
No.  127,  to  elect  a  Worshipful  Master,  the  Brother  who  was  elected 
at  the  regular  Communication  for  the  election  of  officers  being  inel- 
igible by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  had  never  filled  the  ofHce  of 
Warden. 

On  July  7th  I  granted  a  Special  Dispensation  to  Maysville  Lodge 
No.  158,  to  elect  all  officers,  for  good  reason  shown,  having  failed 
to  elect  at  the  regular  time. 

On  October  3()th  Dispensation  was  granted  to  Auburn  Lodge  No. 
7H  to  elect  officers,  the  Lodge  having  failed  to  elect  at  the  regular 
time. 

On  March  2oth.  1808,  I  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Woodstock 
Lodge  No.  525  to  elect  a  Junior  Warden,  for  reasons  which  were 
satisfactory . 

On  July  fUh  I  granted  a  Special  Dispensation  to  Clopton  Lodge 
No.  171  to  elect  a  Master.  The  reason  stated  was  that  the  Master 
elected  declined  to  be  installed.  I  do  not  think  that  the  edict  on 
the  subject  applies  to  a  case  like  this,  hence  the  Dispensation  was 
granted. 

On  July  21st,  1803,  I  granted  a  Special  Dispensation  to  Clifton 
Lodge  No.  272,  to  remove  their  Lodge  from  the  point  at  which  it 
then  was  to  the  village  of  Arlington,  on  the  Mobile  &  Birmingham 
road.  This  petition  was  signed  by  all  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Lodge,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  the  interest  of  Clifton  Lodge 
and  to  the  Fraternity  that  the  Dispensation  should  be  granted. 

Dispensation  was  granted  to  E.  H.  Cook  Lodge  No.  381  to  remove 
its  Lodge  from  Rehobeth  to  Gastonburg,  on  the  Mobile  &  Birming- 
ham road,  the  petition  having  been  signed  by  all  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  Lodge. 

I  have  received  a  very  large  number  of  recjuests  to  grant  Dispen- 
sations to  confer  degrees  out  of  time.  These  Dispensations  have 
been  granted  in  two  instances.  In  one  instance  I  made  an  implied 
promise  to  grant  the  Dispensation  without  having  first  made  a  full 
investigation.  The  Lodge  acted  upon  the  implied  promise,  and  I 
did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  break  it.  In  the  other,  the  necessity  ap- 
peared to  be  an  urgent  one,  and  it  seemed  proper  to  grant  the  Dis- 
pensation in  that  case.  All  of  the  others  were  refused.  It  seems 
to  me  that  unless  the  necessity  is  urgent  and  overwhelming,  and 
injury  will  result  to  the  Fraternity,  that  these  Dispensations  should 
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never  be  granted.  It  involves  a  suspension  of  the  Constitution,  and 
while  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master  to  suspend 
the  Constitution  in  these  cases,  I  think  that  it  can  rarely  happen 
that  good  will  result  to  the  Fraternity  from  the  exercise  of  this 
power.  Usually  these  requests  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ferring the  various  degrees  upon  a  candidate  who  is  about  to  remove 
from  the  Jurisdiction,  either  temporarily  or  permanently.  In  either 
event  he  must  necessarily  go  into  the  forei«:n  Jurisdiction  utterly 
wanting  in  the  requisite  Masonic  attainments,  and  instead  of  being 
a  credit  to  the  Fraternity,  his  want  of  proficiency  would  be  a  re- 
proach, both  to  the  lodge  which  conferred  the  Degrees  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  under  which  it  was  acting.  I  think  it  would  be  well 
to  settle, once  for  all,  that  in  no  case  except  by  the  Grand  Master  in 
the  exercise  of  his  prerogative,  acting  in  person, should  the  Degrees 
be  conferred  except  in  the  Constitutional  manner. 

CASE   OF   (HLLIAM   AND    KELLAR. 

At  our  last  Annual  Communication  a  Report  was  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals  in  the  case  of  the 
appeal  of  ThomasT.  Rowland, from  the  decision  of  Washington  Lodge 
No.  30,  which,  on  May  28th.  1892,  acquitted  Bros.  W.  H.  Gilliam 
and  James  Kellar  of  charges  of  gross  unmasonic  conduct  and  of  vio-^ 
lating  their  obligations.  The  Grand  Lodge  concurred  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Suspensions.  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  which 
Committee  recommended  that  the  decision  of  Washington  Lodge 
No.  3()  be  reversed,  and  Bros.  James  Kellar  and  W.  H.  Gilliam  be 
indefinitely  suspended  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  Some  time  after  the 
close  of  the  Communication,!  was  in  the  town  ofTuscumbia  on  bus- 
iness; and  while  there  was  waited  upon  by  a  Committee  from  Wash- 
ington Lodge  No  36,  and  afterwards  by  Bro.  James  Kellar;  and  at 
the  request  of  the  Committee  and  of  Bro.  James  Kellar,  I  examined 
the  transcript  in  the  case.  As  a  result  of  my  examination,  I  com- 
municated with  Bro.  H.  S.  D.  Mallory,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  as  follows:  '*Dear  Sir  and 
Brotlier: — At  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  an  appeal  was 
taken  from  the  decision  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  36  in  the  case  of 
James  Kellar  and  W.  H .  Gilliam.  Gilliam  and  Kellar  were  tried  by 
Washington  Lodge  No  36,  on  the  charge  of  gross  unmasonic  con- 
duct and  violation  of  their  obligations.  The  matter  grew  out  of  a 
transaction  between  Kellar  and  Gilliam  and  Roland.  They  were 
acquitted  after  trial  by  Washington  Lodge  No.  36.     By  some  means 
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the  Committee  became  satisfied  that  the  appeal  should  be  sustained, 
although  upon  the  evidence  contained  in  the  transcript,  which  I 
have  examined.  I  should  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion;  but 
the  Committee.instead  of  remanding  the  case  to  Washington  Lodge 
for  a  new  trial  or  further  investigation,  recommended  the  indefinite 
suspension  of  Kellar  and  Gilliam,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  without 
discussion,  concurred  in  the  recommendation.  It  appears  to  me 
that  a  manifest  injustice  has  been  done,  and  this  letter  is  written  to 
request  your  Committee  to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  to  the 
next  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  what  remedy,  if  any,  there  may 
be.*'  I  presume  that  some  report  will  be  made  by  this  Committee 
at  this  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  have  to  say  in  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  that  I  have  examined  the  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  far  back  as  18H7,  and  in  all  that  lime  I 
find  only  one  case  in  which  the  Grand  Lodge  has  ever  reversed  the 
sentence  and  convicted  a  Brolher,when  the  Lodge  below  had  found 
him  not  guilty.  This  matter  is  submitted  to  you  for  your  consider- 
ation, and  for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  proper  in  the  premises. 
If  Washington  Lodge,  having  the  witnesses  before  it,  and  being  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  the  character  and  standing  of  each  witness, 
of  their  credibility,  their  means  of  knowing  the  facts,  came  to  the 
,conclusion  that  these  Brethren  were  not  guilty,  it  would  seem  that 
the  only  thing  that  thi.>  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  do,  if  it  should  come 
to  a  different  conclusion,  would  be  to  remand  the  case  to  Washing- 
ton Lodge  for  a  new  trial,  and  not  to  convict  and  sentence  upon  tes- 
timony which  the  Lodge  below  thought  insufficient.  This  is  a  very 
different  case  from  the  one  in  which  the  Lodge  below  finds  the  ac- 
cused guilty,  and  fails  to  inflict  adequate  punishment.  In  that  case 
it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Grand  Lodge  lo  see 
that  a  sufficient  punishment  is  assessed.  In  the  case  under  consid- 
eration not  only  did  the  Grand  Lodge  overrule  the  decision  of  the 
subordinate  Lodge,  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accused  upon  the  tes'imo 
ny,  but.  without  opportunity  for  further  hearing,  it  announces  him 
guilty  and  imposes  the  penalty.  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  not  in 
accord  with  fairness  and  justice  to  the  accused,  and  I  most 
heartily  recommend  that  some  means  be  found  for  correcting  this 
apparent  injustice.  I  feel  sure  that  this  case  was  passed  upon  has- 
tily or  such  a  result  would  never  have  occurred.  What  the  remedy 
to  these  Brethren  may  be  I  know  not,  but  when  this  Grand  Lodge 
sees  that  it  has  done  an  injustice,  it  will  surely  rectify  it;  and  if  there 
be  no  precedent,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  make  one  for  the  occasion. 


1883]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  21 

CASE  OF  BROTHER  E.  D.  MEHARG. 

Charges  were  preferred  to  me  by  a  constitutional  number  of  the 
members  of  Ohatchee  Lodge  No.  380,  against  Brother  E.  D.  Meharg, 
Worshipful  Master.  Under  Section  25  Article  0  of  the  Constitution, 
I  appointed  the  following  Brethren  to  investigate  the  nature  of  the 
charges,  and  ordered  them  to  report  to  me  at  their  earliest  con- 
venience: J.  W.  Phillips,  Worshipful  Master,  Anniston  Lodge  No. 
443;  Asa  R.  Wyatt,  Worshipful  Master  James  D.  Truss,  Lodge  No. 
515;  and  Henry  T.  Persons,  Worshipful  Master,  Alexandria  Lodge 
No.  280. These  Brethren  investigated  the  nature  of  the  charges  and 
made  an  elaborate  report  to  me  of  all  the  testimony  taken  by  them, 
and  of  all  the  testimony  offered  on  the  trial  of  the  charges.  Their 
conclusion  was  that  the  charges  were  not  true,  and  upon  a  careful 
examination  of  the  matter,  I  agreed  fully  with  them.  The  report 
fully  and  completely  exhonorared  brother  Meharg  from  any  Masonic 
offence  whatsoever.  In  making  the  investigation,  which  I  desire  to 
say  was  most  admirably  done,  tl^ese  Brethren  incurred  certain  ex- 
penses, amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  seven  or  eight  dollars, 
for  the  payment  of  which  provision  ought  to  be  made. 

REPRESENTATIVES   TO    GENERAL   CONFERENCE. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  various  Masonic  Grand  Lodges 
at  Chicago,  in  August,  I  did  not  appoint  delegates,  for  the  reason 
that  the  matter  had  been  up,  and  had  been  to  some  extent  con- 
sidered by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  had  failed  to  authorize  in 
any  way,  the  appointment  of  such  delegates.  The  idea  of  securing 
uniformity  in  the  work  in  this  way  was  out  of  the  question,  and  the 
only  possible  effect  which  could  be  had  from  the  meeting  would  be 
a  step,  a  remote  one,  it  may  be,  but  still  a  step  in  the  direction  of 
the  formation  of  a  general  Grand  Lodge,  which  I  am  satisfied  could 
never  meet  the  approval  of  the  brethren  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

On  November  11th,  1898,  I  received  a  communication  from  Bro. 
R.  W.  Woodbery,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  as  a  Committee  from  the 
Most  W^orshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  in  refer- 
erence  to  holding  proper  memorial  services  of  the  centennial  of  the 
death  of  Brother  George  Washington,  to  which  communication  I 
replied,  stating  that  the  matter  would  be  submitted  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  next  Communication.  This  matter,  together  with  the 
letter  of  the  Committee,  is  submitted  to  you  for  your  consideration. 
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widow's  and  orphan's  home. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  last  Grand  Lodge, 
I  appointed  a  Committee  of  one  from  each  Congressional  District,  as 
a  Committee  on  the  Masonic  Widow's  and  Orphan's  Home.  Of  this 
Committee  each  Past  Grand  Master  and  myself  are  ex-officio  mem- 
bers. Bro.  T.  H  Holt,  of  Birmingham,  was  appointed  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  he  being  the  real  author  of  the  resolution.  So 
far  as  I  have  been  informed,  this  Committee  has  never  had  any 
meeting,  and  nothing  whatever  has  been  done  in  this  direction, 
since  the  last  meetmg  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Speaking  for  myself 
individually,  I  do  not  think  that  this  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  relieve 
the  subordinate  Lodges  from  the  solemn  duty  resting  upon  each  of 
them  to  care  for  and  support  the  widows  and  orphans  of  their 
deceased  members.  It  may  be  that  an  Orphan's  Home  may  be  prac- 
ticable, but  there  are  few  Lodges  within  this  Jurisdiction  which  have 
not  had  cases  of  widows  to  whom  it  would  be  a  brutality  to  propose 
that  they  be  sent  as  paupers  to  a  Masonic  poor  house.  It  is  our 
privilege  and  our  duty,  as  Masons,  tenderly,  reverently  and  resperi- 
fully  to  care  for  the  wants  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  dead 
Brethren,  and  not  one  of  us  would  contemplate,  with  any  satisfac- 
tion, the  idea  of  our  own  dear  ones  being  cared  for  in  this  way.    ^ 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  not  the  necessary  funds  to  build  and  main- 
tain a  Home  such  as  is  contemplated  in  the  resolution,  adopted  by 
the  last  Grand  Lodge,  and  an  attempt  to  do  it  without  funds  must 
necessarily  result  in  a  failure  and  reproach  upon  the  Fraternity.  If 
it  is  deemed  proper  that  this  Grand  Lodge  should  assist  the  subor- 
dinate Lodges  in  taking  care  of  its  orphans,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  it  only  be  done  after  the  Lodge  whose  duty  it  is  to  care 
for  them,  has  exhausted  every  resource.  Then  let  application  be 
made  to  a  Commission  appointed  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  the 
event  that  the  Lodge  has  done  its  full  duty  in  the  premises,  and  that 
a  deserving  object  of  Masonic  charity  is  needing  a.<'sistance,  if  it  he 
an  orphan  of  tender  years,  let  the  Commission  make  arrangements 
with  one  of  the  Orphan  Asylums  now  existing  in  the  State,  having 
reference  to  the  denomination  of  the  parents  of  the  child,  and  in 
this  way  assist  the  subordinate  Lodge  in  caring  for  such  orphan;  but 
simply  to  complete  a  pile  of  brick  and  mortar,  for  the  purpose  of 
saying  that  we  have  a  Masonic  Orphan's  Home,  without  money  to 
endow  or  equip  it,  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  mere  mockery.  I 
should  be  heartily  in  favor  of  tiaving  an  Orphan's  Home  if  we  had 
the  necessary  funds,  but  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  starting  on  this 
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line  until  we  iiave  the  fiinck  in  liand  to  hnild.  r(jni{)  ..nd  rndovv  it. 
There  is  one  matter  to  uliieli  1  desire  to  call  3  our  attentic»n,  which 
is  not  proper  to  be  written.  *  *  *  About  this  matter,  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  take  some  action,  but  have  not  had  such  definite 
information  as  would  justify  me  in  acting.  I  recommend  that  you 
pass  another  unwritten  edict  upon  this  subject,  and  direct  what 
action  should  be  taken, by  the  Grand  Master, in  event  of  its  violation. 

DELEGATES  TO  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 

Ever  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  there  has 
t)€en  a  growing  disposition  upon  t^  e  part  of  the  Delegates  to  leave 
the  Grand  Lodge  before  it  closes.  Every  Delegate  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  commissioned  by  his  Lodge,  to  attend  its  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  to  the  Lodge  the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  other  things  necessary  for  the  Lodge  to  know.  If  a  Delegate 
comes  and  attends  for  a  day,  and  leaves  before  the  Communication 
is  ended,  he  does  his  Lodge  an  injustice.  He  cannot  properly  rep- 
resent his  Lodge.  His  Lodge  is  left  unrepresented  during  the  major 
part  of  the  proceedings,  and  if  he  is  an  officer,  and  is  situated  so 
that  he  cannot  come  and  stay  through  the  proceedings,  he  ought  to 
send  a  proxy.  If  instead  of  being  an  officer,  he  has  accepted  the 
proxy  of  an  officer  of  the  subordinate  Lodge  as  a  Delegate  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  he  is  acting  in  bad  faith  to  the  officer  whose  proxy 
he  holds,  in  not  attending  the  whole  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
For  the  purpose  of  distinguishing  between  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  visiting  Brethren,  I  have  instructed  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  prepare  suitable  badges,  which  the  Brethren  who  are 
Delegates  are  earnestly  requested  to  wear  during  their  attendance 
on  the  Grand  Lodge  If  any  Brethren  in  attendance,  for  Providential 
reasons,  must  return  to  their  homes,  they  will  be  excused,  by  applica- 
tion to  the  proper  Committee.  There  is  not  one  of  us  who  has  not 
busines  at  home,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  every  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  will  remain  until  the  Gavel  has  sounded  for  the  clos- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  present  Communication. 

DECISIONS. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have  rendered  the 
following  decisions  on  questions  of  Masonic  law: 

(1)  Upon  a  ballot  upon  a  petition  for  initiation,  a  member  of  a 
Lodge  by  mistake  casts  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  petitioner,  instead  of 
against  it  as  he  intended.  (le  asks  to  have  the  ballot  re-taken, 
which  was  refused.  He  thereupon  stated  to  the  Worshipful  Master 
that  he  objects  to  the  applicant  being  made  a  Mason  in  that  Lodge. 
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Held,' That  so  long:  as  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lodge  and  did 
not  withdraw  his  objection,  the  Lodge  had  no  rig:ht  to  confer  the  de- 
grees upon  the  applicant. 

(2)  A  member  of  a  Lodge  suspended  N.  P.  D.  is  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  a  profane,  and  cannot  prefer  charges  against  a  member  of 
the  Lodge. 

(.'{)  Pending  the  trial  of  charges  preferred  by  one  member  of  the 
1-odge  against  another,  both  are  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
The  question  submitted  was  whether  the  member  suspended  could 
be  tried  during  the  suspension,  and  if  so.  what  was  ihe  proper  course 
of  proceeding  on  the  trial?  I  decided  that  the  defendant  had  a  right 
to  be  present  at  his  trial  He  was  summoned  to  appear  and  answer 
the  charges,  and  it  was  not  only  his  right  but  his  duty  to  appear; 
that  the  member  preferring  the  charges,  being  under  sentence  of 
suspension,  had  no  right  to  be  present,  and  could  not  lawfully  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  Lodge  during  its  sessions;  that  his  testimony 
should  be  taken  as  if  he  had  never  been  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  by 
deposition,  and  the  trial  should  proceed  in  all  other  respects  as  any 
other  Masonic  trial. 

(4)  Each  of  the  three  principal  officers  of  a  subordinate  Lodge 
have  the  right  to  attend  as  Delegates  to  ti)e  Grand  Lodge,  and,  ex- 
cept in  certain  matters  not  necessary  to  be  mentioned,  there  is  no 
difference  in  their  dignity.  The  matter  of  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Delegates  to  the  Grand  Lodge  may  be  regulated  by 
the  subordinate  Lodge;  but  in  the  absence  of  some  regulation  in  the 
by-laws  of  the  subordinate  Lodge  to  the  contrary,  each  has  the  same 
right  to  have  his  expenses  paid  by  the  subordinate  Lodge. 

('))  To  secure  re-instatement,  a  Mason  who  has  been  suspended 
for  the  non-payment  of  dues  must  pay  all  of  the  dues  which  he  owed 
the  Lodge  at  the  time  of  his  suspension;  and  also  all  the  dues  accru- 
ing from  the  time  of  his  suspension  until  his  application  for  rein- 
statement is  made  to  the  subordinate  Lodge,  but  the  Lodge,  in  its 
discretion,  has  the  right  to  remit  all  or  such  part  of  such  dues  as  it 
may  seem  just  and  right. 

(6)  The  Master  of  a  Lodge  has  a  right  to  vote  upon  all  questions 
involving  a  change  in  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge.  In  the  case  in 
which  the  above  decision  was  rendered,  the  by-laws  required  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  Lodge  to  change  the  by- 
laws. Ten  members  were  present  at  the  particular  meeting;  nine 
made  up  the  necessary  two-thirds;  eight  of  the  members  present 
voted  in  favor  of  the  change;  one  against  it.    The  Worshipful  Mas- 
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ter  was  in  fact  in  favor  of  the  chang:e.  Of  course,  to  refrain  under 
such  circumstances  from  voting  is  equivalent  to  a  negative  vote; 
and  to  hold  that  the  Worshipful  Master,  under  such  circumstances, 
had  not  the  ri^ht  to  vote  would  be  equivalent  to  deciding  that  he 
must  vote  against  the  proposition,  whether  he  favored  it  or  not. 

(7)  The  Grand  Lodge  has  decided  that  a  subordinate  Lodge  ought 
not  to  allow  its  lodge  room  to  be  used  by  any  other  body  than  itself; 
but  it  has  never  decided  that  a  subordinate  Lodge  did  not  have  the 
right  so  to  use  its  hall;  consequently  this  matter  has  been  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  subordinate  Lodge. 

(8)  To  constitute  a  legal  Lodge  there  must  be  present  seven  mem- 
bers of  the  Lodge.  At  a  meetmg  at  which  less  than  this  number 
were  present  no  business  of  any  sort  could  be  transacted,  hence  a 
dimit  granted  at  such  a  meeting  is  illegal  and  of  no  effect. 

(9)  A  dimitted  Mason  must  be  tried  in  the  Lodge  from  which  he 
is  dimitted,  if  his  residence  has  not  been  changed.  If  he  has  become 
a  member  of  any  other  Lodge,  the  Lodge  of  which  he  has  so  become 
a  member  alone  has  the  right  to  try  him. 

(10)  The  question  was  asked  me  by  several  different  Masons: 
Can  a  man  who  has  lost  one  arm,  and  who  has  been  elected  Master 
of  his  lodge,  be  legally  installed?  My  answer  to  the  question  was 
that  he  could.  How  he  became  a  member  of  the  Lodge  is  not 
stated;  but  being  a  member  in  good  standing,  and  necessarily  hav- 
ing filled  one  or  more  stations  in  the  Lodge,  he  has  exactly  the  same 
rights  as  any  other  men^ber  of  the  Lodge.  There  may  be  functions 
of  the  Master's  office  which  cannot  be  properly  performed  by  a  man 
who  has  lost  one  of  his  arms,  but  still  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lodge, 
in  good  standing;  he  is  on  a  level  with  every  other  member  of  the 
Lodge,  and  1  decided  that  the  reasons  for  not  electing  him  should 
address  themselves  to  the  subordinate  Lodge  before  the  election. 
Having  been  elected  and  being  otherwise  qualified,  I  do  not  see 
how  he  can  be  prevented  from  being  installed.  This  decision  was 
made  with  much  doubt  as  to  its  correctness,  and  is,  so  far  as  my  in- 
formation goes,  entirely  a  novel  one,  but  I  can  see  no  escape  from 
the  proposition.  How  such  a  man  was  made  a  Mason,  I  am  unable 
to  conceive,  and  how,  having  been  made  a  Mason,  the  Lodge  should 
have  seen  fit  to  elect  him  a  Master,  I  do  not  know;  but  a  right  of 
membership  certainly  carries  with  it  the  right  to  hold  office.  The 
attention  of  the  Committee  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence  is  respectfully 
called  to  this  matter. 

(11)  A  dimitted  Mason  may  apply  to  any  Lodge  he  may  see  fit  for 
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affiliation,  and  the  conserrt  of  the  Loige  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  re- 
sides is  not  necessary. 

(12)  An  Entered  Apprentice  holding  a  certificate  from  the  Lodge 
by  which  he  is  initiated  should  be  treated  exactly  as  if  he  were  a 
non-affiliated  Mason  applying  for  affiliation.  The  certificate  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  dimit,  and  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way. 

(13)  A  member  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  Birmingham,  while  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Lodge,  committed  an  alleged  Masonic  offense.  He  ob- 
tained a  dimit  and  became  a  member  of  the  Lodge  at  another  place. 
Held,  That  he  could  be  tried  only  in  the  Lodge  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

(14)  At  the  last  Grand  Lodge  a  Charter  was  granted  to  a  subordi- 
nate Lodge,  and  after  the  grant  of  the  Charter  officers  were  elected. 
The  question  is,  whether  or  not  the  Wardens  so  elected  would  be 
eligible  to  election  to  the  Marter's  office  at  the  ensuing  election  in 
June?    Held,  They  were  eligible. 

(15)  When  one  Lodge  confers  a  degree  upon  a  Brother  living 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  without  first  obtaining  con- 
sent of  the  latter  Lodge.the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  the  Brother 
lives  is  entitled  to  the  fees  for  the  degrees. 

(16)  To  restore  a  defunct  Lodge,  seven  members  must  petition  for 
its  reinstatement. 

(17)  A  dimitted  Mason  has  the  right  to  select  the  Lodge  to  which 
he  will  apply  for  affiliation,  without  rtference  to  his  residence. 
Hence  a  Mason  who  dimitted  from  Tuskegee  Lodge,  and  who  re- 
sides in  Birmingham,  and  who  is  stationed  and  whose  temporary 
residence  is  in  Eutaw,  has  the  right  to  apply  to  the  Lodge  at  Eutaw 
for  affiliation. 

(IH)  A  member  of  a  Lodge  was  summoned  to  attend  one  of  its 
commimications;  he  failed  or  refused.  For  two  and  a  half  years  he 
remained  in  the  Lodge,  in  good  standing;  no  charges  having  been 
preferred  against  him.  He  is  clear  on  the  books,  having  paid  all 
dues,  and  applies  for  a  dimit.  Objection  is  made  to  granting  the 
dimit,  on  account  of  his  refusal  to  obey  the  summons,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  prefer  charges  against  him.  The  question  is,  whether  or 
not  the  lapse  of  time  is  a  bar  to  the  preferring  of  charges?  In  my 
opinion  the  dimit  should  be  granted.  Having  remained  a  member 
of  the  Lodge  for  two  and  a  half  years,  in  good  standing,  participating 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge,  without  any  charges  having  been 
preferred  against  him,  it  is  too  late,  after  he  has  moved  away,  to 
prefer  charges  against  him.     I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  necessarily 
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in  all  cases  the  lapse  of  this  length  of  time  would  be  a  bar,  but  in  a 
case  like  this,  where  the  facts  were  known  to  the  Lodge,  it  would 
seem  to  me  that  some  limit  of  time  should  be  established.  Without 
intending  to  decide  the  matter,  as  I  was  not  callec*  to  pass  upon  it 
in  this  shape,  I  should  think  that  twelve  months  would  be  a  proper 
limitation.     Certainly  two  and  a  half  years  would  be  too  long. 

(19)  1  am  aware  that  the  decision  about  to  be  reported  is  in  con- 
flict with  former  adjudications  on  this  subject,  by  this  Grand  Lodgt- ; 
but  on  principle,  I  think  the  decision  correct 

In  June,  1892,  a  member  of  the  Lodge  was  elected  Master  of  Walker 
Lodge  No.  286;  in  September  of  the  same  year,  he  is  alleged  to  have 
committed  a  Masonic  offense,  and  to  have  removed  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas.  At  the  next  meeting  another  Master  was  elected.  The 
former  Master  applies  for  a  dimit.  The  question  is,  whether  or  not 
Walker  Lodge  can  try  him?  I  replied  as  follows:  **From  your 
letter,  it  appears  that  the  Brother  was  W.  .  M.*.  of  your  Lodge,  at  the 
time  the  offence  mentioned  in  your  letter,  was  committed.  He 
now  lives  in  Arkansas  and  desires  a  dimit.  The  principle  is  well 
settled  in  Masonic  jurisprudence  that  a  Lodge  cannot  try  its  Wor- 
shipful Master,  and  on  that  principle,  a  Lodge  cannot  try  its  W.*.  M.*. 
for  offenses  committed  while  Master  of  a  Lodge;  charges  may  be 
preferred  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  were  now  acting  as  Wor- 
shipful Master,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama." 

As  I  have  stated,  I  am  aware  that  this  decision  is  in  conflict  with 
more  than  one  ruling  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  ancient  customs 
and  landmarks  attach  a  great  significance  and  importance  to  the 
relation  of  Master  and  Lodge,  and  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the 
changes  against  a  Master  for  offenses  committed  while  Master, 
should  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  Master's  peers  and  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama  ought  to  take  jurisdiction  and  trys  uch  cases 
The  reasons  for  allowing  the  Lodge  to  try  its  Master,  do  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  sound. 

(2*))  A  subordinate  Lodge  has  in  its  discretion  the  right  to  contract 
with  other  organizations  to  build  a  hall  for  the  joint  use  of  such 
other  organization.  The  Grand  Lodge  disapproves  of  that  practice, 
but  leaves  it  within  the  discretion  of  the  subordinate  Lodge. 

(21)    When  a  member  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  is  suspended  for  the 

non-payment  of  dues,  he  must  pay  all  the  dues  he  owed  at  the  time 

of  his  suspension,  and  if  he  makes  application  for  reinstatement 
during  the  Ma.sonic  year,  he  must  also  pay  dues  for  the  fractional 
part  of  the  year,  which  have  accrued  up  to  the  time  of  the  making  of 
the  application. 
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(22)  The  fact  that  a  member  is  in  arrears  at  the  annual  meeting 
for  the  election  of  officers  does  not,  of  itself,  suspend  him.  It  is  the 
action  of  the  Lodge  and  not  the  fact  of  being  in  arrears  which  sus- 
pends; and  under  our  Constitution  he  cannot  be  lawfully  sus- 
pended at  any  other  meeting. 

(23)  Charges  preferred  against  an  officer  do  not  affect  his  right 
to  hold  his  station  until  the  charges  have  been  tried  and  estab- 
lished, and  the  iudgment  of  the  Lodge  passed  upon  them.  The 
Senior  Warden  of  a  Lodge  against  whom  rharg'is  have  bten  pre- 
feried  has  the  right  to  act  as  Senior  Warc^en  during  the  pendency 
of  the  charges 

(24)  In  a  case  of  emergency,  in  the  absence  of  the  Worshipful 
Master,  the  Senior  Warden,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Junior  Warden, 
has  the  power  to  assemble  the  Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  burying  a 
deceased  member  of  the  Lodge. 

(25)  Where  a  Lodge  has  forfeited  its  Charter,  and  the  Charter 
has  never  been  restored,  a  member  who  was  under  suspension  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  at  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  Charter, 
must  apply  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  a  certificate,  and  cannot  be 
reinstated  by  a  new  Lodge  composed  of  the  same  Brethren,  acting 
under  a  new  Charter,  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

There  are  many  other  matters  to  which  I  would  be  glad  to  direct 
your  attention,  but  our  time  is  short  and  our  duties  are  many,  and 
it  is  not  right  or  fit  ihat  I  should  detain  you  longer.  The  rec- 
ommendations I  have  made  in  this  communication  are  made  with- 
out the  slightest  personal  pride  in  their  adoption.  If  they  be  unwise, 
there  is  no  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge  who  will  acquiesce  more 
cheerfully  in  their  rejection,  than  will  I. 

Francis  L.  Pkttus, 
Grand  Master. 


ADDRESS    REFERRED. 

Oil  motion  of  liro.  W.  W.  DalKii,  the  Address  of  the 
M.-.  W.*.  Grand  Master  was  referred  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee of  three  Past  Grand  Masters,  as  follows: 

Henry  C.  Tompkins,  Palmer  J.  Pillans  and  H.  (-lay 
Armstrong. 
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REPORT    ON    ADDRESS. 

The  Special  Coniniittee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  made  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution 
adopted  : 

To  the  M.'.    IV.-.    Gram/  Lodge  of  Alahama : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Address  of  the  M.'. 
W.*.  Grand  Master,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  followinjf  report : 

1.  We  recommend  that  so  much  of  such  Address  as  refers  to  the 
invf  htment  of  the  "Trust  Fund"  be  referred  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee of  three,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grartd  Master. 

li  We  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  relative 
to  the  lease  of  the  Hall  be  <  onfirmed,  and  for  that  purpose  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  resolution  reported  herewith. 

3.  We  recommend  that  so  much  of  such  Address  as  relates  to 
Dispensations  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Doings  of 
Grand  Officer?. 

4.  We  recommend  that  so  much  of  such  Address  as  relates  to 
the  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  on  Questions  of  Masonic  Law  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

.').  We  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the 
case  of  (iilliam  and  Kellar,  appealed  from  Washington  Lodge,  No. 
.SO,  and  decided  at  the  last  Communication  of  this  Grand  Body,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Ap- 
peals. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  commend  the  M.-.  W.  .  Grand   Master 
for  the  energy  and  zeal  with  which   he  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  high  office,  and  to  thank  him  for  his  able  Address,  and  the  wise 
and  thoughtful  suggestions  contained  therein. 
Fraternally  submitted^ 

H.  C.  Tompkins, 

Chairman. 

RKSOLUTION    ADOPTED. 

Resolved^  That  the  action  of  the  M.'.  W.-.  Grand  Master  in  enter- 
ing into  the  lease  contract  with  Brother  B.  Wolff,  for  the  rent  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  Hall,  reported  in  his  Address,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  in  all  things,  ratified  and  confirmed. 


(Src  Ivxiiihil   A.  Ajt{M'ii(li 
The  (iraiid  Sccrrtai'x .  \l.\   Wr.    11.     ( 

subiuitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  \vi 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

(See  ilxhibit  B,  Appendix 

The  M.«.    W.«.    Grand   Master,   throu 
Secretary,  announced  the  following — 

COMMITTEES : 

On  Dispensations,  No.  1. 

Jno  B.  Christian,  A.  H 

Jno.  H.  Furpin,  A.  J. 

W.  J.  Ruddick. 

On  Dispensations,  No.  2. 

Wm.  Smaw,  B.  D{ 

Thomas  B.  Wallace,  J.  F. 

G.  W.  Mackey. 

On  By-Laws. 

H.  A.  Shields,  Harr 

J.  M.  Amason,  Warr 

W.  L.  Johnson. 

On  Propositions  Awr»  r-- 
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Wm,  S.  Foster,  Benj.  J.  F.  Pope, 

Wm.  J.  Pearce,  F.  J.  Cowarl, 

F.  y.  Wise. 

On  Leave  ok  Absence. 

Basil  M.  Hilt,  R.  C.  Shanks, 

R.  M.  Johnson,  S.  M.  Pearson, 

A.  C.  Romine. 

On  Doings  ok  Grand  Officers. 


T.  A.  Jones. 

On  Susprnsions,  Expulsions  ani>  Appeals- 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory.  J.  R.  Dowdell, 

E.  Herndon  Glenn. 

On  Masonic  Iurisprudhnce. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins,  A.  D.  Sayre. 

B.  M.  Stevens,  H.  M.  Judge, 

$.  K.  McSpadden. 

On  Work. 

R.J,  Redden,  A.  M.  Scott, 

R.  M.  Cunningham,  B.  F.  Elmore, 

W.    W.    MCCOLLUM. 

BEroRT   OF   THIS   COMMITTEE    ON    FOKKKiN   COHRESPONBENCE. 

M.-.  W.-.  Brother  V.  J.  Pillaiw,  cbairman  of  Coiii- 
iiiittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  submitted  hia  An- 
nual Report,  which  on  motion  was  received  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
(See  Appendix.) 

The  K.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  made  the  following 
lieport,  which  was  received  and  ordered  printed  with 
the  proceedings: 
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To  tfi€  M.\  IV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

LODGE    RETURNS. 

Up  to  this  date,  November  80th,  Annual  Returns  from  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  Lodges  have  been  received,  the  same  care- 
fully examined  and  cbrrections  made  where  necessary.  It  gives  me 
real  pleasure  to  state  that  out  of  the  whole  number  of  Returns  re- 
ceived, but  one  was  so  imperfectly  prepared  as  to  have  to  be  re- 
turned, and  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  congratulate  the 
Secretaries  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  on  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  have  prepared  their  Returns  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  most 
of  them  are  well  prepared,  and  many  of  them  are  models  of  accura- 
cy and  neatness;  thus  showing  that  the  Secretaries  appreciate  the 
importance  of  the  offices  they  fill,  and  are  discharging  their  duties 
in  a  manner  creditable  to  themselves  and  honorable  to  the  Frater- 
nity. One  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  upon  examining  these  Re- 
turns, with  the  fact  that  the  Lodges  have  at  last  realized  that  a  Sec- 
retary should  be  selected  with  special  reference  to  His  fitness  and 
qualification  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  annexed  to  that 
office.  A  Lodge  may  prosper  with  an  inefficient  Master,bul  no  Lodge 
can  succeed  without  an  intelligent,  earnest,  painstaking  Secretary, 
and  ivith  such  a  one  no  Lodge  loili  fail  or  lag  in  interest.  I  regret,  how- 
ever, to  have  to  report  that  many  of  the  Secretaries  have  failed  to 
comply  with  an  Edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  requires  that  * 'Re- 
turns from  Sub-Ordinate  Lodges  shall  be^made  up  to  the  ir>th  day 
of  September,  in  each  year,  and  said  returns  shall  he  fonvarded  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  folLnving .''^  Less 
than  half  the  number  of  Returns  from  Lodges,  above  mentioned, 
reached  this  office  by  the  time  prescribed,  and  quite  a  number  are 
yet  to  be  received.  I  sincerely  trust  the  Secretaries  will  do  better 
in  the  future  in  this  respect;  am  quite  sure  they  would  if  they  could 
appreciate  the  great  advantage  and  convenience  it  would  be  to  this 
office  to  have  all  returns  in  by  the  first  of  October  of  each  year,  and 
when  it  is  at  all  convenient  to  do  so,  I  would  especially  appreciate 
the  forwarding  of  Annual  Dues  before  the  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  in  order  that  the  Grand  Secretary  may  be  free  to  devote  his 
entire  time,  during  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  attendance 
upon  its  proceedings,  which  is  necessary  and  important. 
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DISPENSATIONS  FOR   NEW   LODGES. 

By  authority  of  the  M.\  W.*.  Grand   Master,  Dispensations  have 
been  issued  for  the  Institution  of  four  new  Lodges,  as  follows: 
Muscadine  Lodge  No.  58L 
SuUigent  Lodge  No.  532. 
Whitfield  Lodge  No.  533. 
Bozeman  Lodge  No.  584. 

NEW  MASONIC   CODE  OF   ALABAMA. 

The  new  Code  has  been  published.  It  is  neatly  and  substantially 
bound  in  cloth,  contains  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama;  The  Ancient  Landmarks,  or  The  Old  Charges  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  The  Edicts  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  up  to  1893;  Form  for  Keeping  Minutes  of  Lodge;  Rules  for 
the  Transaction  of  Business  in  Subordinate  Lodges;  Instruction  to 
Secretaries  of  Lodges;  also  all  forms  required  by  Subordinate 
Lodges;  and  a  complete  list  of  the  Grand  Officers  of  the  M.'.  W.*. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  from  its  organization  up  to  the  present 
time.  This  book  is  indispensable  to  the  Masters,  Secretaries,  and 
other  Officers  of  the  Lodge;  indeed,  every  Mason  in  this  Grand  Ju- 
risdiction should  buy  a  copy  and  read  it;  it  contains  valuable  and 
important  information,  the  possession  of  which  would  enable  one  to 
determine  many  matters  that  are  now  referred  to  the  Grand  Master 
for  his  decision.  The  book  is  properly  indexed,  and  no  difficulty 
would  be  experienced  by  any  one  in  finding  any  matter  treated  of 
in  it.  It  is  now  on  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary;  the 
price  is  50  cents  per  copy,  and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  all 
Lodges,  as  well  as  Masons  generally  in  Alabama,  will  supply  them- 
selves with  it.  I  mailed  a  circular  letter  to  all  the  Lodges  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  on  the  second  day  of  November,  informing  them 
that  the  new  Code  was  published  and  ready  for  distribution. 

STATE  OF  THE  CRAFT. 

Considering  the  great  financial  depression  that  has  prevailed  dur- 
m((  the  year  just  closing.  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction  has  enjoyed  a 
year  of  gratifying  prosperity.  We  have  now  a  larger  number  of 
working  Lodges  than  has  ever  existed  since  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Lodge;  the  Ritualistic  part  of  the  work  is  better  understood 
than  was  ever  heretofore  the  case;  a  spirit  of  honorable  rivalry  is 
now  seen  among  Lodges  in  their  efforts  to  excel  one  another  in  the 
accuracy  and  inipressiveness  in  working  the  Degrees.  The  Masonic 
Conferences  now  being  held  in  different  parts  of  the  State  have 
3 


.   ......^  cuKi  importance  to  Mas 

I  am  (juite  sure  the  Returns  from    the  Suh-Orc 
year  will  show  an  increase  in    Lodge  membershi 
ter  still,  the  moral  standard  required  of  applicai 
conferred  by  Masonry   in  this  Jurisdiction,   is  b 
Lodg;es  are  g;uarding:  more  carefully  their  portals 
more  rigidly  than  ever  was  the  case  heretofore  i 
against  profanity  and  drunkenness  among  their  n 
reformations  and  improvements  are  being  brought 
agency  of  these  Conferences. 

Let  us  be  true  and  faithful  to  our  vows  as  Af 
becoming  zeal  press  onward  and  upward  to  the  g 
noble  Institution— that  of  being  happy,  and  coi 
piness. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  special  courtesy  of 
of  Quebec,  in  contributing  to  our  Library  an  eleg 
ume  of  645  pages,  entitled  ''Outlines  of  the  Histor> 
ry  in  the  Province  of  Quebec."  by  John  H.  Gral 
D.,  P.*.  G.-.  M.-.  and  P.-.  G.'.   Z.'.  Quebec. 

The  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  due  to  the  v: 
in  the  State  for  the  courtesy  extended  in  granting  t 
tion  in  fare,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  the  pleas 
Lodge  to  tender  thanks  therefor. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  Clay  Ar 
Gn 

REPORT    ON    THE    E.    A.    DEGREE 

Bro.  Scott,  of  the  Committee  on  Work, 
>n  the  E.  A.  Degree,  which  Renort  vi'^««  -- 
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IN  GRAND  120BGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  6,  1893. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  9  o'clock. 

M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Francis  L.  Pettus,  presiding, 
and  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.*.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CHAS.  W.  SHEARER. 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  Geo.  P.  Harrison  presented  petition 
of  Chas.  W.  Shearer,  formerly  a  member  of  Salem 
Lodge,  No.  99,  now  defunct,  praying  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  restore  him  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  the  petition,  together  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers,  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals. 

NEW    LEXINGTON   LODGE,   NO.  317. 

Bro.  F.  S.  Jenkins  presented  petition  from  New 
Lexington  Lodge,  No.  317,  praying  for  renewal  of  the 
Charter  of  said  Lodge,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred 
to  Committee  on  Dispensations,  No.  2. 

COMMUNICATION    FROM     BRO.    T.    T.    ROWLAND. 

Bro.  Benjamin  F.  Pope  presented  a  communication 
from  Bro.  T.  T.  Rowland,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals. 
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MASONIC    HOME. 

Bro.  M.  G.  Shelton  oftered  a  resolution  as  to  the 
Masonic  Home,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

HELICON    LODGE,    NO.    201. 

Bro.  A.  Champion  oftered  a  resolution  to  change  the 
name  of  Helicon  Lodge,  No.  201,  to  La  Pine  Lodge, 
No.  201,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations, No.  1. 

<;rand  master's  address. 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  P.  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Conmiittec  on 
the  Address  of  the  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master,  made  the 
following  report,  and  it  was  adopted : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Address  of  the  M.*.  W.-.  Grand  Master 
would  further  report,  That  the  communication  of  the  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  M.\  W.*.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  with  reference 
to  proper  memorial  observance  oi  the  Centennial  of  W.'.  Bro. 
George  Washington,  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  three. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
as  the  Committee:  M.\  W.-.  11.  C.  Tompkins,  II. 
Clay  Armstrong  and  Palmer  J.  Pillans. 

MASONIC    CONFERENCE,    BALDWIN    COUNTY. 

K.-.  \V.\  Bro.  Jas.  A.  Bilbro  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

^'Resohed^  That  Baldwin  County  is  hereby  authorized  to  hold  a 
Masonic  Conference  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Lodges  in  the 
County  may  agree  ;  and  that  at  the  Conferences  so  held,  three  dele- 
gates shall  be  elected  to  represent  the  several  I«odges  of  said 
county  in  the  District  Conference  embracing  said  County.'* 
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REPORT    ON   TDE    F.    C.    DEGREE. 

Bro.  R.  J.  Redden,  of  the  Committee  on  Work, 
made  report  on  F.  C.  Degree.     The  report  was  adopted. 

GRAND    LODGE    OF    OKLAHOMA. 

M.-.  W.-.  liro.  P.  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  made  the  following  report, 
which,  together  with  the  accompanying  resolution,  was 
adopted : 

'*The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory,  whose  Jurisdiction  covered 
Oklahoma,  in  which  several  Lodj^es  had  been  established  by  her, 
authorized  the  Grand  Master,  if  satisfied  that  these  Lodges  wished 
it,  to  call  a  Convention  of  them  for  the  formation  of  an  independent 
Grand  Lodge.  This  was  done  in  due  form  and  most  systematically, 
and  the  result  was  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lode^e  of  the 
Territory  of  Oklahoma.  Every  step  taken  being  most  regular  and 
in  order,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

**Fesohed,  That  the  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  most  cor- 
dially and  fraternally  greets  the  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Okla- 
homa, and  extends  to  her  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  hoping  that 
her  influence  may  grow  and  extend,  and  be  fully  felt  within  her  terri- 
tory and  elsewhere.*' 

HARDY  HOWLE  LODGE,  NO.  459. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was  offered  by 
Bro.  T.  H.  Howie,  and  was,  upon  motion,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance; 

"Whereas,  Hardy  Howie  Lodge,  No.  459,  has,  at  large  expense, 
erected  during  the  past  year  a  new  Masonic  Hall,  thereby  trenching 
heavily  upon  the  funds  of  the  said  Lodge,  as  well  as  the  generosity 
of  its  members;  therefore, 

^^Resohed^  That  the  dues  which  have  been  paid  by  the  said  Lodge 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  past  year  be  returned  to  said  Hardy 
Howie  Lodge.'' 
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MASONIC  CONFERENCES. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Chapman  oftered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  the  Grand  Lodge  refused  to  adopt: 

'^Fesohed,  1.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  authorize  the  organization  of 
a  Masonic  Conference  for  the  Counties  of  Coffee.  Covington  and 
Geneva. 

^* Resolved^  2.  That  said  Conference  shall  be  under  the  same  control 
and  direction  as  the  District  Conferences  heretofore  provided  for.** 

CHARTERS  TO  BE  (iRANTED. 

The  R.'.  W.".  Grand  Secretary  oftered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Dispen- 
sations No.  2: 

"^Fesohed,  That  Charters  be  issued  to  Newton  Lxxlge,  No.  224; 
Ft.  Deposit  Lodge,  No.  291;  Carbon  Hill  Lodge,  No.  294.  free  of 
any  charge;  the  Charters  of  said  Lodges  having  been  destroyed  by 
fire.*' 


• 


ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Jas.  M.  Brundidge,  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Ofticers,  with 
the  following  result: 

Francis  Leigh  Pettus Grand  Master. 

George  Paul  Harrison  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Senior  Grand  Warden. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Henry  Dingley Grand  Treasurer. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Grand  Secretary. 

Charles  Alexander  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

The  M.-.  W.'.  Grand  Master  subsequently  announced 
the  following  as  the 
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APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS: 

William  Carey  Blbdsob Grand  Chaplain. 

Lew  Lazarus Grand  Marshal. 

Basil  Manly  Hill Sr.  Grand  Deacon. 

Hbnry  H.  Matthews Jr.  Grand  Deacon. 

Charles  H.  Mandy Grand  Steward. 

William  B.  Kyle  Grand  Steward. 

After  Prayer  by  the  R.*.  W.*.  and  Reverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


40  PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  1893] 


IN  GRAND  I2ODSE. 


Wednesday  Afternoon,  December  6,  1893. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  la- 
bor at  3  o'clock,  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Francis  L. 
l^ettus  presiding;  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respec- 
tive stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

TRUST  FUND. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
Committee  on  Trust  Fund  of  the  Grand  Lodge:  Henry 
11.  Matthews,  Wm.  Smaw  and  Thomas  P.  Whitby. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS 

AND  APPE/VLS. 

Bro.  II.  S.  I).  Mallory,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  submitted  the 
following  reports,  and  they  were  severally  adopted: 

To  the  M.\    tV.'.    Gram/  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  Suspensions, Expulsions  and  Appeals  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  reports: 

CASE  OF  G.  W.  LODGB. 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  transcript  in  the 
appeal  taken  by  G.W.  Lodge  from  the  action  of  Stanton  Lodge,  No. 
473,  in  expelling  him  from  the  Lodge. 
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CHARGE,  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 

Said  G.  W.  Lodge,  who  was  a  member  of  Stanton  Lodge  No.  478, 
was,  on  July  22,  1893.  regularly  tried  on  charge  of  unmasonic  con- 
duct, for  alleged  false  swearing  as  a  witness  in  his  own  behalf.  1  he 
specification  does  not  sei  forth  in  what  court,  or  the  nature  of  the 
case  in  which  said  alleged  perjury  was  committed — but  from  the  ev- 
idence it  appears  that  said  G.  W.  Lodge  was  indicted  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  for  the  ^Middle  District  of  Alabama,  for  an  al- 
leged violation  of  the  pension  laws  of  the  United  States — the  false 
swearing  being  that  on  the  trial  of  said  case,  said  defendant  Lodge 
having  been  sworn  and  being  examined  as  a  witness  in  his  own  be- 
half, testified  that  the  two  men  who  signed  the  affidavits  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  pension  claim  of  Henry  Fisher  Were  7vhite,  when  in 
fact,  they  were  black  men. 

To  properly  elucidate  the  matter,  your  Committee  will  now  set 
forth  a  summary  of  the  facts  as  appear  from  the  evidence  taken  on 
the  trial  in  Stanton  Lodge.  From  this  evidence  it  appears  that  one 
Henry  Fisher,  who  was  in  the  en^ploy  of  the  Gregory  &  Coe  Lum- 
ber Company,  at  Stanton,  Alabama,  made  a  claim  for  pension  from 
the  United  States  Government,  for  alleged  injury  received  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  between  the 
States.  Before  making  the  claim,  he  consulted  with  said  G.  W. 
Lodge,  and  informed  him  of  his  desire  to  make  the  claim,  and  the 
difficulty  there  would  be  in  getting  the  proof.  He  gave  to  said  G. 
W.  Lodge  the  names  of  two  white  persons,  who  were  in  the  service 
with  him.  He  and  Lodge  then  procured  two  negroes  who  lived 
near  .Stanton,  to  personate  these  two  white  men.  Lodge  prepared 
the  affidavits,  and  had  Fisher  and  the  two  negroes  to  come  to  his. 
Lodge's,  house,  explained  to  them  what  he  wanted  them  to  do,  and 
they  were  promised  money  for  their  false  swearing.  Lodge  then 
had  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  take  the  affidavits  of  the  two  men  and 
he  and  one  Thompson  witnessed  the  signatures. 

It  is  at  least  doubtful  if  the  Justice  and  Thompson 
knew  of  the  fraud  being  then  committed.  After  the 
pension  papers  were  prepared,  the  said  Fisher  sent  them 
to  Washington  to  be  filed  in  the  Pension  Office. 
The  Pension  Department  saw  fit  afterwards  to  investigate  the  claim, 
and  an  agent  of  the  Department  went  to  Stanton  and  took  the  affi- 
davits of  said  Fisher  and  Thompson — which  affidavits  set  forth 
particularly  all  the  facts  in  connection  with  the  preparation  ot  the 
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claim  and  the  proof  to  sustain  it.  Said  Lodg^e  was  afterwards  in- 
di':ted  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  his  part  in  the 
fraud,  and  on  the  trial  of  his  case  gave  the  testimony  in  which  the 
alleged  perjury  was  committed. 

The  evidence,  if  true,  very  clearly  shows  that  said  G.  W.  Lodge 
was  the  chief  actor  in  the  fraud;  that  he  procured  the  false  witnesses, 
prepared  the  papers  and  had  the  negroes  to  make  the  affidavits, 
promising  to  reward  them  for  the  same;  that  he  knew  that  the  said 
witnesses  were  negroes  and  not  white  men;  that  they  were  falsely 
personating  the  two  men  who  Fisher  claimed  could  establish  the 
injury  entitling  him  to  a  pension;  that  when  he  testified  on  the  trial 
of  the  case  against  himself  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  that 
said  witnesses  were  •white  men,  and  not  negroes;  he  knew  the  state- 
ment was  fdlse,  and  that  the  evidence  was  material.  Such  being 
the  case,  we  regret  that  error  in  the  reception  of  evidence  in  the  trial 
in  Stanton  Lodge,  necessitates  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  rendered 
by  the  Lodge. 

The  most  material  evidence  introduced  on  the  trial  of  the  charge 
against  the  defendant  in  said  Stanton  Lodge,  were  copies  of  the 
affidavits  of  Henry  Fisher  and  J.  M.  Thompson,  taken  ex  parte  by 
said  pension  agent. in  a  proceeding  to  which  said  G.  W.  Lodge  was 
not  a  party,  without  notice  to  him,  and  in  which  he  did  not  cross-ex- 
amine and  had  no  right  to  cross  examine  the  witnesses. 

When  this  evidence  was  offered,  said  G.  W.  Lodge  objected  to 
its  introduction. 

For  this  very  material  error,  your  Committee  reports  that  the  ap- 
peal of  said  G.  W.  Lodge  should  be  sustained,  and  that  said  cause 
be  reversed  and  remanded  to  Stanton  Lodge  for  a  new  trial,  in  ac- 
cordance with  Masonic  Law. 

CASE  OF  OCO   DB   ARM  AN. 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  transcript  in  the  appeal  of  Oco 
DeArman  from  the  finding  of  Ragan  Lodge,  No.  341,  Iron  City,  Ala. 
Charge : 

Immoral  and  Unmasonic  Conduct. 

From  the  same  it  appears  that  said  Oco  DeArman,  who  was  a 
member  of  Ra^an  Lodge,  No.  341,  was  on  May  31,  1893,  tried  by 
said  Lodge  on  charges  regularly  preferred  for  attempting  to  seduce 
and  violate  the  chastity  of  the  wife  of  Bro.  W.  H.  Davis,  a  Master 
Mason,  a  member  of  said  Lodge,  and  was  by  the  Lodge  found 
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f>uilty  and  sentence  or  expulsion  passed  on  h'm.  From  such  action 
said  Oco  DeArman  appeals  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  only  witness  examined  was  Kate  Davis,  the  wife  of  said  W. 
II.  Davis;  said  DeArman  not  having  testified  in  his  own  behalf- 
From  her  evidence  it  appears  that  she  lived  with  her  husband,  Bro. 
Davis,  in  Iron  City,  where  he  carrir-d  un  a  mercantile  busiaes^. 
She  testified  that  said  DeArman  visited  her  n  great  many  limes  at 
her  residence  and  her  husband's  store.  He  told  her  he  loved  her. 
These  expressions  oflove  were  made  during  nil  the  time  of  these 
visits,  extending  from  June  to  December.  During  the  month  of 
September  be  visited  her  one  night  and  remained  an  hour  with  her, 
telling  her  of  his  love.  He  several  times  told  her  he  did  not  love 
his  own  wife  and  insisted  that  he  had  always  had  a  peculiar  friend- 
ship for  her  (the  witness), and  wanted  to  tell  her  of  his  love,  and 
asked  her  if  she  would  love  him .  He  also  told  her  that  if  her  hus- 
band knew  of  his  visiting  her  so  much  he  expected  he  (the  husband), 
would  want  to  shoot  him.  He  also  asked  her  if  she  would  marry 
him  if  her  husband  were  to  die. 

Your  Committee  believes  that  the  said  DeArman  could  have  had 
but  one  purpose  in  view,  as  the  result  of  these  unmasonic  and  illicit 
overtures  to  a  brother  Master  Mason's  wife;  that  was  to  induce  her 
to  yield  to  his  unlawful  desires,  and  lo  violate  her  chastity  ;  and  we 
recommend  that  the  action  of  Ragan  Lodge,  No.  341,  in  convicUng 
him  and  expelling  him  from  said  Lodge,  and  M  the  benefits  and 
privileges  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M,  be  sustained  and  aflirmed,  and  faid  ap- 
peal dismissed. 

CASK  OF  JAMES  KBLLAR  AND  W.  H.   GILLIAM. 

At  the  last  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge  an  appeal  was  brought  up 
from  the  decision  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  36,  in  the  case  of 
James  Kellar  and  W.  H.  Gilliam. 

Charge : 

;  Conduct. 


Said  Kellar  and  Gilliam,  who  were  members  of  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  36,  were  tried  by  that  Lodge  upon  a  charge  of  unma- 
sonic conduct  and  violation  of  their  Masonic  obligations. 

After  due  trial  they  were  acquitted,  and  Bro.  T.  T.  Rowland,  a 
member  of  the  Lodge,  claiming  to  be  aggrieved,  prayed  an  appeal 
to  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  appeal,  coming  on  to  be  heard  at  your 
last  session,  was  sustained,  and  said  Kellar  and  Gilliam  were  indefi- 
nitely suspended.    On  May  10,   ltJ93,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 


44  PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  [1883 

Master  addressed  a  communication  to  this  Committee,  expressing: 
the  belief  that  manifest  injustice  had  been  done  said  Kellar  and 
Gilliam  by  the  action  taken  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  instructing: 
this  Committee  to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  to  this  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  at  the  present  Communication. 

In  pursuance  of  such  instructions  your  Committee  has  carefully 
examined  the  proceedings  in  Washington  Lodge,  and  the  evidence 
adduced  on  the  trial  there,  as  sent  up  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  From 
the  evidence,  it  appears  that  said  Jamcs  Kellar  and  W.  H.  Gilliam 
were  partners  in  business  under  the  name  of  the  Tuscumbia  Con- 
tracting Company,  in  Tuscumbia,  Alabama. 

On  November  8th.  1890,  James  Kellar  being  M  the  time  absent, 
having  gone  to  Memphis  on  business,  said  W.  H.  Gilliam  vi.sited 
Bro.  T.  T.  Rowland,  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  at  hiit  place 
of  business,  stating  that  he  was  in  trouble  and  needed  help ;  that 
said  James  Kellar,  who  was  the  paymaster  for  the  firm,  bad  not 
made  any  provision  for  meeting  the  weekly  pay-roll,  and  asked 
from  bro.  Rowland  the  loan  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  that 
purpose,  which  loan  would  be  returned  in  three  days,  or  as  soon  as 
said  Kellar  returned  home.  Bro.  Rowland  loaned  him  the  money, 
upon  the  promise  that  it  would  be  so  returned  and  the  assurance 
that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  its  return  in  that  time. 

There  is  no  claim,  and  no  ground  to  claim,  that  when  said  Gilliam 
borrowed  the  money,  he  mis-stated  any  fact.  It  very  clearly  appears 
from  the  evidence,  that  said  James  Kellar  was,  in  fact,  absent  on 
business,  either  m  Memphis  or  in  Arkansas ;  that  the  firm  had  no 
means  of  meeting  the  pay-roll,  and  that  the  money  was  borrowed 
from  Bro.  Rowland  in  good  faith  for  that  purpose. 

It  further  appears  from  the  evidence  that  when  W.  H.  Gilliam 
niade  the  promise  to  so  return  the  money,  his  firm  was  in  daily  ex- 
pectation of  money  from  the  Sheffield  Machine  Works. 

Bro.  Rowland  testified  that  he  loaned  the  money  in  recognition  of 
his  obligation  as  a  Master  Mason  to  relieve  the  distress  of  a  Brother 
Mason,  and  we  doubt  not  that  he  acted  in  view  of  his  supposed  Ma- 
sonic obligation,  but  he  says  that  when  said  Gilliam  applied  to  him 
nothing  was  said  about  Masonry,  but  that  said  Gilliam  addressed 
him  as  Bro.  Rowland. 

Said  Gilliam  testified  that  he  did  not  borrow  the  money  as  a 
Master  Mason,  but  that  it  was  a  simple  business  transaction,  and 
that  he  promised  to  repay  it  as  soon  as  said  Kellar  returned  home, 
and  believed,  and  had  reason  to  believe,  that  he  could  return  it. 
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In  our  opinion  it  was  a  simple  business  transaction,  and  that  in 
borrowing  the  money,  under  the  circumstances,  said  Gilliam  acted 
in  good  faith  and  violated  no  Masonic  ot^ligatton. 

Certainly  said  Ketlar  can  not  be  complained  of.  so  far  as  the 
original  transaction  is  concerned,  for  he  was  then  out  of  the  State 
on  a  business  trip,  and  had  no  part  in  it. 

We  have  carefully  studied  the  evidence  to  ascertain  whether 
either  said  Gilliam  or  said  Kellar  was  guilty  of  violating  any  Ma- 
sonic obligation  in  not  repaymg  the  loan. 

It  appears  that  Bro.  Rowland  made  diligtnt  effort  thereafter  to 
collect  the  loan,  as  he  had  the  right  to  do,  but  was  unsuccessful. 

W.  H.  Gilliam  testifies  that  when  said  Kellar  returned  home  he 
informed  him  of  the  loan  from  Bro.  Rowland  and  he  promised  to 
arrange  it,  and  that  he  afterwards  again  called  it  to  his  attention 
and  was  informed  that  he  (Kellar)  had  seen  A.  M .  Kellar,  who  was 
to  make  some  arrangement  of  it,  and  that  on  inquiring  of  A.  H. 
Kellar,  the  latter  informed  him  that  he  had  seen  Bro.  Rowland  and 
that  **it  was  all  right  with  Bro.  Rowland." 

The  partnership  soon  becHme  so  embarrassed  that  it  was  unable 
to  complete  its  contracts  or  carry  on  business,  and  made  a  transfer 
of  its  property  for  the  payment  of  its  debts.  It  nowhere  ap- 
pears in  the  evidence  that  either  of  them,  at  any  time,  after  the  loan 
was  made,  has  been  able  to  repay  said  sum.  On  the  contrary, 
the  evidence  is  abundant  that  neither  of  them  has  been  able  to 
repay  it. 

The  money  was  borrowed  on  the  8th  day  of  November.  1890 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  Washington  Lodge,  held  March  14, 
1801,  Bro.  Rowland  formulated  charges  against  said  Gilliam  and 
Kellar,  and,  as  he  testifies,  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  Bro.  Hinton 
E.  Carr,  J.  W.,  of  said  Lodge,  who,  with  Bro.  E.  W.  Giifillan,  S. 
W  ,  undertook  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  matter  without  having 
the  charges  brought  into  the  Lodge,  and  for  that  purpose  met  said 
Kellar  and  Gilliam  in  the  preparation  room  of  the  Lodge.  At 
said  meeting,  said  Kellar  and  Gilliam  promisc^d  to  pay  Bro.  Row- 
land the  debt  in  twelve  months  from  that  time. 

There  is  conflict  in  the  evidence  as  to  whether  the  promise  then 
made  was  given  under  a  Masonic  obligation,  or  was  a  simple 
promise  to  pay,  unattended  with  any  such  obligation,  but  on  the 
faith  of  the  promise,  Bro.  Rowland  withdrew  his  charges. 

There   were  present  at   this  meeting  in  the  preparation  room. 
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Brethren  T.  T.  Rowland,  Hinton  E.  Carr,  E.  W.  Gilfillan,  Jack 
Lassiter,  and  said  Gilliam  and  Kellar. 
As  to  this  meeting,  Bro.  Rowland  testifies  as  follows  : 
**Bro.  lunior  Warden  Hinton  £.  Carr,  together  with  Bro.  Senior 
Warden  E.  W.  Gilfillan,  undertook  in  a  Fraternal  spirit  in  the  prep- 
aration room  of    this  Lodge,  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  matter 
without  bringing  it  before  the  Lodge.    Their  efforts  resulted  in  the 
following  promises,    made    by  Bros.  Gilliam  and  Kellar,   which 
promises  were  reduced  to  writing  over  the  signatures  of  the  War- 
dens of  the  Lodge,  to  which  I  assented  and  withdrew  the  charges." 
The  written  memoranda  of  the  promises  testified  about  by  Bro. 
Rowland  are  as  follows  : 

"Certificate  of  Promise  Made  by  Bros.  W.  H.    Gilliam  and  James 

Kellar. 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  March  14,  1891. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  undersigned  as  members  of  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  36,  this  day  adjusted  and  witnessed  the  following  trans- 
action :  That,  whereas,  W.  H.  Gilliam  and  James  Kellar,  as  co- 
partners, known  as  the  Tuscumbia  Contracting  Company,  as 
such,  did,  on  the  8ih  day  of  November,  189(),  borrow  of  T.  T.  Row- 
land» for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Tuscumbia  Contracting  Com- 
pany, which  indebtedness  they  acknowledge  and  confess  as  being 
just  and  unpaid,  do  now  solemnly  promise,  as  Master  Masons,  mdi- 
vidually  and  collectively,  well  and  truly,  to  pay  the  same,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  T.  T.  Rowland,  on  or  before  March 
14,  1892,  with  interest,  at  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  Novem- 
ber 8.  1890. 

Witness  our  hands  this  March  14,  1891. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  Gilfillan,  S.  W. 

Hinton  E.  Carr,  J.  W." 

Of  this  settlement  Bro.  Junior  Warden  H.  E.  Carr  testifies,  as 
follows : 

*'I  do  not  remember  the  words  that  were  used  in  the  conver- 
sation, but  my  recollection  is  that  Bros.  Gilliam  and  Kellar 
promised,  as  Master  Masons,  to  pay  Bro.  Rowland  within  a  year 
the  amount  due.  with  interest.  The  paper  signed  by  Bro.  Gil- 
fillan and  I  at  the  time  was  never  read  over  to  Bros.  Gilliam 
and  Kellar,  nor  shown  to  them.  It  was  signed  by  us  and 
handed  over  to  Bro.  Rowland.     I  know  that   Bro.  Gilliam  since 
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that  time  has  been  unable  to  pay  one  hundred  and    fifty   dollars 
or  any  other  amount.    He  could  not  pay  25  cents  if  he  wished." 

Bro.  Jack  Lassiter,  who  was  present,  testified  of  the  matter  as 
follows: 

"I  only  heard  a  part  of  the  conversation,  *  "^  and  while  I  was 
there  1  did  not  hear  Bro  Gilliam  promise,  as  a  Master  Mason,  to  pay 
Bro.  Rowland  the  money  he  had  borrowed.  I  heard  him  promise 
to  pay  it,  if  possible,  within  a  year  '* 

Said  Gilliam  and  Kellar  both  testihed  that  they  did  not,  on  that 
occasion,  promise  as  Master  Masons  to  repay  said  sum,  but  merely 
promised  to  repay  it,within  twelve  months, if  they  could  possibly  do 
so,  and  that  they  have  been  unable  to  pay  it.  Our  conclusion  is, 
that  the  weight  of  the  evidence  clearly  shows  that  said  Gilliam  and 
Kellardid  not,on  that  occasion,  promise,  as  Master  Masons,  to  repay 
said  loan;  but  only  to  pay  it  if  they  were  able  to  do  so;  that  when 
said  promise  was  made,  all  the  persons  present  knew,  or  had  good 
reason  to  believe,  that  said  Gilliam  and  Kellar  were  then  unable  to 
pay  said  money,  and  it  further  appears  that  at  no  time  thereafter 
had  they  the  ability  to  repay  it. 

Our  final  conclusion  is — 

First.  That  the  evidence  wholly  fails  to  show  that  either  said  Gil- 
liam or  Kellar  violated  any  Masonic  obligation. 

Second,  That  the  findmg  of  Washington  Ix>dge  that  said  Gilliam 
and  Kellar  were  not  guilty,  was  in  accordance  with  the  evidence. 

Third,  That  the  action  of  thisGrand  Lodge  at  its  last  Communica- 
tion in  sustaining  the  appeal  from  said  findings,  reversing  the  action 
in  Washington  Lod«:e,  and  indefinitely  suspending  said  defendants, 
was  manifestly  wrong. 

Fourth,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  should  take  such  action  as  may 
be  necessary  to  correct  that  wrong. 

We  recommend: 

ThPt  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  last  Communication 
thereof,  in  the  premises,  he  reconsidered,  if  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
the  powerso  to  do,  and  that  such  action  be  now  taken  as  the  justice 
and  equity  of  the  case  demand.     All  of  which  is 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallorv, 
E.  Henderson  Glenn, 
Committee  on  Suspensions.  Expulsions  and  Appeals. 
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RESOLUTION    ADOPTED. 

Bro.  A.  L.  Andrews  oftered  the  following  Ucsolutions, 
which  were,  on  motion,  adopted: 

Rfsohed^X,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Suspensions,F.x- 
pulsions  and  Appeals  on  the  matter  of  the  action  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  at  its  last  session  on  the  Appeal  of  Bro.  T.  T.  Rowland  from 
the  decision  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  36,  acquitting  W.  H.  Gil- 
liam and  James  Kellar,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  adopted. 

fffsolved,  2.  That  the  said  action  of  this  (^rand  Lodge  at  its  last 
session  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reconsidered: 

Fesoh'ed,  3  That  said  Appeal  of  Bro.  T.  T.  Rowland  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  dismissed,  and  the  action  of  Washington  Lodge,  No. 
36,  in  acquitting  said  W.  H.  Gilliam  and  James  Kellar  be  sustained 
and  confirmed;and  that  said  W.  H.  Gilliam  and  James  Kellar  be  and 
are  hereby  restored  to  all  rights  and  privileges  of  A.  F.  and  A. 
Masonry. 

PETITION    OF    PLEASANT    HILL    LODGE,    NO.    321. 

Bro.  M.  T.  Akers  presented  Petition  from  Pleasant 
Hill  Lodge,  No.  321,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  reso- 
lution creating  a  County  Masonic  Association  for  the 
County  of  Marion,  which  was  referred  to  the  Comniit- 
tee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  1. 

Bro.  Jno.  B.  Christian,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Dispensations,  No.  1, submitted  the  following  Report, 
which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  Most    IVorshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations,  No.  1 ,  has  had  under  consid- 
eration the  petitions  for  Charters  and  Dispensations  submitted  to 
them,  and  begs  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

We  have  examined  the  Dispensations  and  Minutes  of  the  follow- 
ing Lodges,  asking  that  Charters  be  granted  to  them,  to-wit: 
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Morrow No.  513  |  Hackleburg No.  526 

Gurley No.  521  |  Muscadine No.  531 

I  Bozeman No.  534 

And  find  that  these  several  Lodges  have  complied  with  the  law» 
and  we,  therefore,  recommend  that  Charters  be  granted  to  them. 
We  recommend  that  Sulligent  Lodge  No.532,be  continued  under  Dis- 
pensation as  per  its  request.  We  have  noted  some  inaccuracies  in 
the  Minutes  of  some  of  the  Lodges  named  above,  which  we  have 
noted  on  the  margin  of  the  several  Minute  Books,  and 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Lodges  to  the  same.  In  the  matter 
of  the  application  for  a  dispensation  to  organize  a  new  Lodge  at 
Spring  Hill,  Pike  County,  Ala.,  to  be  known  as  Spring  Hill  Lodge, 
No.  5^{6,  we  have  carefully  examined  all  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same;  and  as  the  petitioners  therein  named  have  fully  complied 
with  Art.  1,  Sec.  7,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama,  we  recommend  that  the  same  be  granted. 

As  to  the  application  of  Helicon  Lodge,  No.  201 ,  to  change  the 
name  ot  the  said  Lodge  to  LaPine  Lodge,  No.  201,  we  recommend 
that  the  same  be  granted , 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Jno.  B.  Christian, 

Chairman. 

BRO.  \VM.  Y.  TITCOMB. 

Bro.  Wm.  F.  Teatoft'ered  the  following  Preamble  and 
Resolution,  and  they  were  unanimously  adopted: 

"Whbrkas,  Bro.  Wm.  Y.  Titcomb  having  served  as  Chairman 

of  the  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals  of  this 

Grand  Lodge  for  a  long  number  of  years,  with  that  distinguished 

ability,  fidelity  and  impartiality  which  marks  the  highest  type  of 
Masonic  character;  and 

"Whbrbas,  His  said  services  having  resulted  in  great  good  to  the 
Fraternity  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction;  therefore,  be  it 

*^  Risoh€d,Th?X  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  tenders  Bro.  Titcomb  its 
profound  thanks  and  gratitude  for  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner 
in  which  he  so  long  discharged  the  difficult  and  often  delicate  duties 
incident  to  the  said  position.'' 
4 
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MASONIC  OUIDE. 

R.-.  W.-.  Senior  Grand  Warden,  James  A.  Bilbro,  of- 
fered the  following  Resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

**Resohed^  That  this  Grand  Lodge  expresses  its  high  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  aid  The  Masonic  Guide  is  to  Masonry  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  that  it  earnestly  commends  it  to  the  patronage  and 
generous  support  of  the  Craft." 

Bro.  J.  A.  Ellis  oftered  the  following  Resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted: 

^^Resohed^  That  each  Master  and  Representative  to  this  Grand 
Communication  is  hereby  requested,  on  returning  home,  to  call  the 
attention  of  his  Lodge  to  The  Masonic  Directory,  now  being  pub- 
lished in  The  Masonic  Guide,  and  urge  it  to  become  a  subscriber 
thereto.'* 

REPORT   ON   FINANCE. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  concurred 
in. 

(See  Exhibit  marked  C,  Appendix.) 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS 

AND  APPEALS. 

Bro.  II.  8.  I).  Mallory,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  submitted  the 
following  Report,  which  was  concurred  in,  and  the  res- 
olution adopted  : 

CASE   OP  W.    A.    MAYBIN. 
**Tothr,  M.\   IV.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  appeal  of  Bro.  W.  A.  Arnold,  W.*.  M.*.  of 
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James  Penn  Lodge.  No.  227,  in  the  case  of  said  Lodge  against  Wm. 
H.  Maybin,  beg  leave  to  report: 
Charge : 

c  Conduct. 


Said  Wm.  H,  Maybin, who  was  a  member  of  James  Penn  Lodge, 
No.  22T.  was  tried  on  a  charge  o(  unmasonic  conduct.  On  Speci- 
Rcation  No.  I,  be  was  acquitted.  On  Specifications  Nos.2  and  3,  be 
was  declared  guilty. 

The  Lodge  failed  to  affix  any  punishment. 

From  this  failure  of  the  I..odge  the  Worshipful  Master  appealed  to 
thb  Grand  Lodge. 

II  will  be  therefore  observed  that  the  question  is  not  as  to  the 
KUitt  or  innocence  of  the  defendant. 

Vour  committee  is  of  the  opinion,  from  the  record,  and  from  the 
siatements  made  by  the  duly  accredited  representatives  of  the 
Lodge,  and  of  said  defendant,  'who  appeared  before  us  and  argued 
the  question,  that  said  James  Penn  Lod^e  has  not  made  due  and 
reasonable  efforts  to  decide  and  pronounce  proper  punishment  on 
said  defendant,  consequent  on  his  conviction. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution 
by  this  Grand  Lodge: 

^rip/M'/,  1.  Thatit  is  the  Masonic  duty  of  said  James  Penn  I.odge 
to  decide  upon  and  inflict  proper  punishment  on  said  defendant, 
Wm.  H.  Maybin,  consequent  upon  his  aforesaid  conviction. 

Rtsoivtd,  2.  That  said  cause  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  remanded 
to  said  Jame<i  Penn  Lodge,  and  said  Lodge  be  and  is  hereby  in- 
structed to  pronounce  wnd  inflict  due  and  proper  Masonic  punish- 
ment on  the  said  defendant  consequent  upon  his  aforesaid  convic- 
tion.    All  of  which  is 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallorv, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals." 

DOINOS    OK    IlRAND    OFFICERS. 

Bro.  B.  F.  Jonee,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Doings 
of  Grand  Officers,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted ; 
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*»7V  the  M.\    IV,',   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  begs  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

We  are  convinced  from  the  able  address  of  the  M.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Master,  that  he  has  zealously  looked  after  the  mterests  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Fraternity  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  that  he  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  imposed  on  him  with  ability  and  fidelity. 

We  find  that  our  Grand  Secretary  has  discharged,  with  signal 
ability,  the  onerous  duties  devolving  on  him.  and  for  which  he  de- 
serves the  gratitude  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  other  Grand  Officers  are  known  to  us  as  men  of  the  highest 
moral  and  Masonic  character,  and  have  filled  their  several  places 
and  stations  creditably  to  themselves,  and  with  honor  to  the  Fra- 
ternity. Fraternally  submitted, 

B.  F.  Jones, 

Chairman." 

MASONIC  CONFERENCES. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Penii  submitted  the  following  resolutioii, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

^*Rcsoh*€d^  That  in  the  event  of  any  District  Conference  or  other 
Conference  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  working  under  the  law  now  of 
force,  for  their  organization,  shall  meet  and  no  officer  be  present, 
who  is  authorized  by  the  present  law,to  open  such  Conference,  then 
the  Conference  may  be  opened  by  the  W.-.'M.'.  of  the  Lodge  with 
which  the  said  Conference  meets,  and  such  proceedings  be  had  as 
the  Brethren  may  think  for  the  good  of  Masonry,  not  inconsistent 
with  Masonic  Law  and  usage." 

After  prayer  by  the  li.*.  W.-.  and  Keverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from 
labor  to  refreshment,  until  7  o'clock  p.  m. 
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IN  GRAND  I2QDGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  G,  1893. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  la- 
bor at  7  o'clock,  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Francis  L.  Pet- 
tu8  presiding,  and  the  other  Grand  officers  in  their  res- 
pective stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  (/hap- 
lain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SUSPENSIONS.  EXPULSIONS 

AND  APPEALS. 

Bro.  H-  S.  D.  Mallory,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

CASE   OF   CHAS.    W.    SHEARER. 

••  To  the  A//.    W,\   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Chas.  W.  Shearer,  to  be  restored 
to  all  the  rig^hts  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  accompanied  by  the  pe- 
tition of  VV.  E.  Hudmon,  and  25  other  members  of  Lee  Lodge.  No. 
454,  to  the  same  effect,  begs  leave  to  report: 

Petition  for  Restoration. 

That  it  appears  from  said  petitions,  that  the  petitioner,  Chas.  W. 
Shearer,  was  formerly  a  member  of  Salem  Lodge,  No.  9i),  now  de- 
funct; that  over  twenty  years  ago,  he  was  expelled  or  suspended  by 
said  Salem  Lodge,  No.  99,  for  some  Masonic  offense,   unknown  to 
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this  committee.  For  more  than  twenty  years  past,  he  has  resided 
in  Opelika,  Alabama,  and  has,  during  that  time,  so  conducted  him- 
self as  to  become  restored  to  the  confidence  of  the  Masons  of  that 
community.  The  Lodge  expelling  him  being  defunct,  he  has  no 
remedy,  except  by  petition  to  this  Worshipful  Body.  Your  Com- 
mittee believes  that  twenty  years  of  honorable  conduct,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  Master  Masons  of  the  said  community  in  which 
he  has  so  long  resided,  entitles  him  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
this  Grand  Lodge.  We  ihert.fore  recommend,  that  you  restore  him 
to  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  A.  F.  and  A.  Masonry. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory, 
E.  Herndon  Glenn, 
Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals.'' 

PERMANENT    TRUST    FUND. 

Bro.  Henry  II.  Matthews,  from  Committee  on  Perma- 
nent Trust  Fund,  submitted  the  following  Report,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

**ro  th€  M,\    fV.\   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Permanent  Trust  Fund  begs  leave  to  submit 
the  following  Report : 

That  said  Fund  remain  in  its  present  shape  until  such  time  as  the 
Committee  hereinafter  provided  for,  shall  see  fit  to  otherwise  in- 
vest the  same. 

That  the  said  Committee  shall  be  composed  of  the  M.*.  W.*. 
Grand  Master,  M.'.  W.\  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  R.*.  W.-. 
Grand  Secretary,  who  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  invest, 
at  any  time,  the  said  Fund,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  such  property, 
or  properties,  as  in  their  judgment  will  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 
(Signed)  H.  H.  Matthews, 

Wm.  Smaw, 
T.  P.  Whitby.*' 
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DI8PBM8AT10N8,    NO.    2. 

Bro.  Wra.  Smaw,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  DiB- 
pensations.  No.  2.  submitted  the  following  Report,  and 
it  was  adopted : 

■'  Tb  Iht  M.-.    W.-.    Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Conmiltee  on  IMspensations,  No.  2,  begs  leave  to  make 
the  loUowing  report : 

That  the  petition  of  Helicon  Lodge,  No.  201,  asking  that  the 
name  of  said  Lodge  be  changed  to  LaPine  Lodge,  No.  201,  be 
granted. 

That  Charters  be  issued  to  Newton  Lodge,  No.  224 ;  Ft.  Deposit 
Lodge,  No.  2fll ;  Carbon  Hill  Lodge,  No.  494.  without  charge ; 
the  Charters  of  said  Lodges  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

That  the  petition  for  renewing  the  Charter  of  New  Lexington 
Lodge,  No.  317,  be  not  granted,  for  the  following  reasons  ; 

So  far  as  the  Committee  is  informed,  but  three  of  the  petitioners 
were  members  of  the  said  Lodge  at  the  time  its  Charter  was  for- 
feited, and  the  other  petitioners  are  active  members  of  adjoining 
Lodges;  one  of  which  Lodges  is  located  about  seven  miles  from 
the  former  location  of  New  Lexington  Lodge. 
Fraternally  submitted, 
(Signed)  Wm.  Smaw, 

Chairman." 

COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  Committee  ou 
Finance,  oftercd  the  following  Resolution,  and  it  was 
adopted : 

"RtiohKd,  That  the  B..  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  to 
drdw  his  Warrant  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  pay  for  Testimonial  presented  to  Past  Grand 
Master  Morrow  by  this  Grand  Lodge." 

COMMITTEE   OK   StJSPENSIONS,    EXPULSIONS    AND    APPEALS. 

Bro.  II.  8.  D.  Mailory,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  submitted  the 
following  Report,  which  was  adopted : 
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CASK   OF  S.   R.   COTTON. 
**7tf  Ou  Mr.    fV.'.   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  appeal  of  S.  R.  Cotton  from  the  decision  of 
Rising  Sun  Lodge,  No.  29,  of  Decatur,  Alabama,  respectfully 
reports. 

Charge : 

Unmasonic  Conduct. 

That  we  have  examined  the  Transcript  sent  up  from  said  Lodge. 
The  Transcript  does  not  contain  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  in 
the  cause;  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting  iU  which  the  charges 
against  said  defendant  were  preferred,  and  of  the  meeting  at 
which  the  trial  was  had,  being  wholly  wanting. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  Rising  Sun  Lodfi:e, 
No.  20,  be  required  to  send  up  a  complete  transcript  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings to  the  next  stated  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  that  further  action  by  ihe  Grand  Lodge  be  continued  to  await 
the  coming  of  the  same. 
All  of  which  is  Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory, 
E.  Hkrndon  Glenn, 
Com.  on  Susp.,  Exp.  and  App.'' 

REPORT    OK    FINANCE    CO.MMITTEE. 

Bro.  W.  8.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Oomniittee  on 
Finance,  made  the  following  Iteport,  and  it  was  con- 
curred in  : 

HARDY    HOWLK   LODGE,    NO.   469. 
''To  the  M,\    W,'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Resolu- 
tion of  Bro.  Thos.  H.  Howie,  asking  that  "the  dues  of  Hardy 
Howie  Lodge,  No.  4r>9,  to  this  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.be  refunded  to  said  Lodge,"  has  carefully  considered  the 
same  and  begs  leave  to  report  adversely  thereto. 

Wm.  S.  Foster, 
Chairman.*' 


mm 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  DEATH  OF  P.".  G.'.  M  \   WM    H.  NORRIS. 

TheR.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  announced  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Wm.  H.  Norris, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  in  Brazil,  on  the  13th  day 
of  July,  1893,  and  moved  that  a  Special  Committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  suitable  Memorial  of  our  said 
beloved  Past  Grand  Master,  which  motion  was  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following 
Committee  :  M.*.  W.-.  II.  Clay  Armstrong,  K.*.  W.-. 
Jas.  M.  Brundidge,  and  Bro.  Isaac  C.  Hall. 

COMMITTEE  ON  MEMORIALS. 

The  M.-.  W-*.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
Special  Committees  : 

On  Death  of  P.'.  G.*.  M*.  Joseph  H.  Johnson—M.-.  W.-.  H.  C. 
Tompkins,  Wm     S.  Foster,  and  Benj   F.  Pope. 

On  Death  of  Bro.  Henry  C.  Wiley — F.  J.  Cowart,  J.  A.  Bilbro  and 
G.  L.  Comer. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  P.-.  G.'.  M.*.  J.  G.  HARRIS. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  read  the  following  Com- 
munication from  Past  Grand  Master  J.  G.  Harris,  which 
was  received,  and,  on  motion,  ordered  spread  upon  the 
Minutes : 

^^Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Francis  L.  Pettus : 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro. — Please  say  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Grand 
Lx>dge  that,  owing  to  an  attack  of  LaGrippe  of  twelve  days'  dura- 
tion, I  shall  be  denied  the  great  pleasure  of  meeting  with  them  at 
this  Grand  Communication.  For  the  past  twenty-six  yearsi  have  not 
failed  to  be  with  ihem  in  Annual  Meeting.  It  is  a  sad  disappoint- 
ment to  me. for  I  desired  to  meet  and  grasp  the  hands  of  old  and  new 
friends,  and  look  into  the  faces  of  those  with  whom  I  have  been  as- 
sociated with  so  long  and  so  pleasantly.     While  some  of  us  are 
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growintr  old,  we  love  to  cherish  the  memories  that  cluster  around 

the  old  Masonic  Temple,  and  renew  our  vows  airesh,  as  the  years 

go  by.    Whilt- 1  cannot  be  with  you  in  person,   I  am   with  you    in 

spirit  and  love. 

Fraternally, 

John  G.  Harris." 
report  of  committee  on  work. 

Bro.  li.  M.  CunDiDghani,  from  Committee  ou  Work, 
made  Report  onM.  M.  Degrees,  and  the  Report  was 
adopted. 

REPi)RT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    BY  LAWS. 

Bro.  II.  A.  Shields,  on  behalf  of  Committee  on  By- 
Laws,  made  the   following  Report,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

**  To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

We  your  Committee  on  By-Laws,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we 
have  examined  the  following  By-Laws  submitted  to  us  by  the  Grand 
Lodge: 

Muscadine  Lodge No.  531 

I lackleburg  Lodge No.  526 

Gurley  Lodge No.  521 

Sulligent  Lodge No.  532 

Bozeman  Lodee No.  534 

For  Muscadine  Lodge,  No.  531,  we  recommend  the  following 
changes: 

Art.  1.    Sec.  2  should  be  stricken  out. 

Art.  2,  Sec.  1,  add  Saint  before  the  words,  John,  the  Evangelist. 

Art.  2,  Sec.  8.  Change  to  read,  *'and  give  due  warning  by  instruc- 
tion of  the  Master  of  all  railed  meetings." 

Art.  2,  Sec.  H.  Amend  by  adding,  *'or  as  soon  thereafter  as  prac- 
ticable, if  found  correct.** 

Art.  3,  Sec.  1.  After  the  words,  **in  no  case  to  act,**  change  the 
reading  to  "any  other  iJommittee  of  charity.** 

Art.  4,  Sec.  3.  In  place  of  ''or  by  leave  of  Worshipful  Master,** 
insert  * 'except  by  leave.** 

Art.  4,  Sec.  4.  Instead  of  **shall  be  stopped,"  insert,  **shall  be 
called  to  order.** 
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An.  r>,  Sec.  1-    Substitute  "occasion"  i 
Art.  5,  Sec.  2.    After  the  wonjs  "same  nature"  substitute  "may 
be  punished  as  th«  Lodfr«  directs." 

Art.  ti,  Sec.  2.  Strike  out  "until  next  regular  Communication" 
and  insert  "one  month." 

Art.  6,  Sec   3,    Strike  out  everything  al\er  the  word  "petitioner" 
except  "arid  report  to  the  Lodge." 
Art.  li.  Sec.  4.    Strike  out  all  after  the  words  ''Sabbath  day." 
For  Hackltburg  Lodge.  No.  !>'JSi,  we  recommend  this  change: 
Sec  12.     Add  "provided,  that  this  does  not  apply  to  the  Master  of 
the  Lodge." 

We  would  further  recommend  that  these  By-Laws  be  re-written 
and  put  in  proper  form  ;  we  find  the  spirit  of  these  By-Laws  to  be 
correct;  only  need  to  be  put  in  proper  language. 
For  Gurley  Lodge,  No.  5'Ii,  we  recommend  the  following  changes: 
Sec.  3.     Strike  out  the  word  '  away,"  alter  giving. 
Sec.  18,    Substitute  the  word  "dues"  for  "fees." 
Sec.  23.    After  the  word  "occasions"  substitute  "teachings  of  the 
Order,"  and  strikeout  1  he  balance. 

Bozeman  Lodge,  No.  r>34:  we  have  no  change  to-recommend  to 
these  By-Laws, 

Sulligent  Lodge,  No.  532:  we  have  no  changes  to  recommend  to 
these  By-Laws. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  A.  Shields, 
J.  M.  Amason, 
L.  W.  Pavne, 
w.  L.  Johnson, 
Harry  A.  Lowe, 
Committee." 

TESTIMONIAL    TO     P.".     G.'.    M.".    GEORGE   M.    MORROW. 

In  accordance  with  a  Resolntion  adopted  at  the  Oom- 
tuunicatton  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1892,  M.-.  W.-.  Grand 
Master  Francis  L.  Pettue  presented  to  1'.-.  G.-.  M.'. 
George  M.  Morrow,  through  the  R,-,  W,-,  Grand  Secre- 
tary, (Bro.  Morrow  heing  prevented  by  illncBB  from  at- 
tending this  Grand  Oomniuiiication),  a  Testimonial  in 
the  form  of  a  beautiful  gold  watch,  suitably  inscribed, 
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accompanying  said  presentation  by  an  appropriate  ad- 
dress, which  was  happily  responded  to  by  the  R.-.  W.-. 
Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  II.  Clay  Armstrong,  in  behalf  of 
P.*.  G--.  M,\  Morrow. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    MASONIC    JURISPRUDENCE. 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  H.  C.  Tompkins,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing Report,  and  it  was  adopted : 

To  the  If.'.  W.'.  Qrand  htdge  of  Alait*ima: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  Report  on  the  several  matters  and  things  referred  to 
them: 

FIRST. 

An  unaffiliated  Mason  petitions  a  Lodge  for  affiliation.  His  peti- 
tion is  referred  to  a  committee.  At  the  next  Communication  of  the 
Lodge  the  Committee  fails  to  report.  It  is  m<wed  that  the  Lodge  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole.  That  motion  is  put  and  carried,  and 
while  the  Lodge  is  in  such  Committee  a  vote  is  taken  upon  the  peti- 
tion and  the  Candidate  is  rejected.  At  the  next  Communication  the 
Master  holds  that  the  proceeding  at  the  former  Communication  was 
void,  and  orders  the  Committee  to  report.  Thereupon  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  report  favorably  upon  the  application.  The  Lodge 
ballots  upon  the  same  and  the  applicant  is  declared  affiliated,  hav- 
ing received  the  unanimous  vote  of  those  voting.  We  are  asked  as 
to  the  status  of  the  applicant. 

In  our  opinion  the  proceeding  at  the  first  Communication  was  ir- 
regular and  wholly  unauthorized.  We  know  of  no  authority  for  a 
Lodge  going  into  a  Committee  of  the  whoIe,and  if  there  was  author- 
ity for  that,  we  know  of  no  authority  which  would  authorize  it,  while 
in  such  Committee,  to  vote  upon  an  application  for  membership. 
The  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge  requires  that  all  petitions  for 
affiliation  or  initiation  shall  t>e  referred  to  a  Committee,  and  that 
Committee  shall  investigate  the  character  of  the  applicant  and  re- 
port thereon  in  writing  to  the  Lodge.  Upon  such  report  being  made, 
then  the  Lodge  proceeds  to  ballot.  In  our  opinion,  until  such  a  re- 
port is  made,  the  Lodge  is  not  authorized  to  ballot  upon  the  appli- 
cation.   This  being  the  case,  for  that  reason  and  for  the  other  rea- 
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son  stated  abnve,  we  hold  that  the  action  of  the  Lodge  at  the  lirst 
Communication, after  the  reference  of  the  petition, and  before  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  was  wholly  withoutauthority  of  law  and  void, 
and  that  it  was  its  riKht  and  duty, when  the  report  of  the  Committee 
was  presented  ai  the  next  meeting,  to  ballot  upon  the  application. 
This  it  did,  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  applicant,  having;  received  the 
unanitnous  vote, is  a  duly  and  legally  elected  member  of  the  Lodge. 

It  is  a  well  settled  law  of  Masonry  chat  the  officers  of  a  Lodge  may 
be  installed  in  public  But  the  Lodge  should  be  opened  regularly  in 
its  Lodge  room  before  the  installation,  ana  it  should  remain  open 
until  alter  the  oflicers  are  installed. 

We  are  asked  this  question:  Whether  a  Lodge  not  partidpa- 
ting  in  a  District  Masonic  Convention  can  be  compelled  to  pay  its 
pro  rata  of  the  expenses  of  such  Convention?  'i  he  resolutions  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  in  Dilfll,  which  authorize  such  District 
Conventions,  provide  Ihil  each  Lodge  in  the  district  shall  pay  its 
proratashareoftheconipensationpaid  to  the  District  Lecturer.  This 
would  seem  to  confer  the  power  upon  such  Convention  to  compel 
the  payment  of  such  pro  rata  from  Lodges  not  represented.  But,  in 
our  opinion,  the  Grand  Lodge  had  no  authority  to  confer  that  power 
upon  the  District  Convention  or  any  other  body.  It  has  long  been 
the  settled  law  within  this  [urisdiction  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has  no 
righi  to  impose  any  tax  upon  a  subordinate  Lodge  beyond  the  amount 
authorized  by  the  Constitution,  which  consists  of~an  assessment  of 
fifty  cents  against  each  member  of  subordinate  Lodges.  Not  having 
that  power  itself,  it  cannot  delegate  the  power  to  another  body. 

Your  committee  approves  the  following  decisions  contained  in  the 
annual  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  viz:  those  numbered  I,  2,  4,  5, 
8,  7,  8,  10, 11, 12, 14,  15.  16,  17,  ».  21,  22,  Z^.  24  and  ii. 

With  respect  to  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  numbered  S,we 
think  it  is  in  the  main  correct.  But  we  disagree  with  the  Grand 
Master  in  holding  that  the  defendant  in  such  case  has  the  right  to 
be  present  at  the  trial.  Being  a  suspended  Mason,  we  think  that 
he  not  only  has  no  right  to  be  at  the  trial,  but  that  it  is  not  lawful 
lor  other  members  to  sit  in  s  lodge  with  him.    This  Grand  Lodge 
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many  years  ago  formulated  a  mode  of  procedure  for  the  trial  of  sus- 
pended Masons.  That  mode  is  found  in  paragraph  4  of  page  62  of 
the  present  Code.and.  in  our  opinion,  is  as  apphcable  to  the  trial  of 
Masons  suspended  for  the  non-payment  of  dues  as  those  suspended 
by  a  vote  of  the  Lodge.  The  reasons  that  prohibit  the  presence  of 
the  latter  in  an  open  Lodge  apply  equallv  as  well  ar.  a  prohibition  to 
the  presence  of  the  former.  With  this  excepuon,  we  approve  of  the 
ruling. 

SIXTH. 

The  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  numbered  9  seems  to  us  to  be 
in  conflict  with  the  former  rulings  of  this  Grand  Body.  He  holds  that 
a  dimitted  Mason,  if  he  has  not  changed  his  residence,  must  be  tried 
in  the  Lodge  from  which  he  dimitted.  In  1H77  it  was  decided  by  this 
Grand  Lodge  th?t  an  unaffiliated  Mason  might  be  tried  by  any  Lodge 
within  the  jurisdiction  in  which  he  resides.  In  many  cases,  espe- 
cially in  the  larger  towns,  there  are  two  or  mure  Masonic  Lodges 
whose  juri.sdiction  embrace  the  same  territory.  In  such  a  case,  in 
our  opinion,  he  may  be  tried  in  any  one  of  the  Lodges. 

He  also  holds  that  if  he  has  become  a  memt)er  of  any  other  Lodge, 
he  must  be  tried  in  the  Lodge  of  which  he  has  become  a  member. 
This  seems  to  be  in  conflict  with  two  former  rulings  of  this  Grand 
Lodge.  In  1858  and  1878  it  was  decided  by  this  Grand  Lodge  that 
a  Lodg^  may  try  its  members  tor  an  offense  committed  in  the  juris- 
diction of  another  Lodge,  but  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  within 
whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  was  committed  to  try  him,  for  it  is 
reasonably  supposed  that  the  members  of  that  Lodge  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  in  the  case.  We  think  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
should  adhere  to  these  former  rulings.  They  have  been  so  long 
decided  that  no  doubt  they  have  become  familiar  to  the  officers  of 
subordinate  Lodges,  and  we  do  not  think  it  is  expedient  to  change 
them;  besides  we  think  they  are  correct  in  principle. 

See  Masonic  Code,  pages  64-5,  paragraphs  10  and  12. 

For  the  same  reason  we  disapprove  of  the  ruling  contained  in  de- 
cision numbered  13,  where  it  was  held  that  where  an  offense  was 
committed  in  Birmingham,  the  offender  being  then  a  member  of  a 
Birmingham  Lodge,  and  afterwards  the  offender  obtained  a  dimit 
and  became  a  member  of  another  Lodge,  he  could  only  be  tried  in 
the  Lodge  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

SEVKN  TH . 

We  approve  of  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  with  reference  to 
the  case  where  one  has  failed  or  refused  to  attend  a  communication  to 
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which  he  was  summoned,  and  two  and  a  half  years  afterwards  applies 
for  a  dimit.  During  the  interim,  he  has  paid  all  of  his  dues  and  has 
participated  in  the  proceedings!  of  the  Lodge.  We  think  that  in  such 
a  case,  upon  these  circunMtances,  the  Grand  Master  properly  held 
that  upon  his  application  for  a  dimit,  it  was  too  late  to  prefer 
charges  for  his  failnix  to  attend .  We  desire,  however,  to  be  under- 
stood as  limiting  the  application  of  this  rule  to  such  a  case  as  the  one  presented 

by  the  facts  oBave  stated, 

EIGHTH. 

We  cannot  concur  in  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  numbered 
19.  It  has  been  repeatedly  decided  by  this  Grand  Lodti:e  that  the  Mas- 
ter of  a  Lodge,  who  commits  a  Masonic  offense,  not  connected  with 
his  official  dutie.smay, after  his  term  of  office  expires,  be  tried  as  any 
other  Mason  by  the  Lodge  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offense.  We 
cannot  see  that  such  a  person  is  in  any  better  position  than  any  other 
member  of  the  Lodge.  He  is  not  tried  for  any  action  of  his  as  a 
Master,  but  he  is  tried  for  an  offense  totally  disconnected  from  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Every  member  of  the  Lodge  is  at 
that  time  his  Peer.  The  fact  that  he  has  been  a  Master,  does  not 
place  him  in  any  higher  or  better  position.  Two  reasons  are  );iven 
by  writers  on  Masonic  Law, why  a  Master  should  not  be  tried  by  his 
Lodge.  One  is  that  he  is  entitled  to  be  tried  by  his  Peers,  the  other 
is,  that  as  in  all  Masonic  trials,  the  Master  is  required  to  preside, 
and  that  he  cannot  and  should  not  be  a  judge  in  his  own  trial.  The 
best  writers,  in  our  opinion,  repudiate  the  first  reason.  The  Master 
tried  by  a  Grand  Lodge,  is  not  tried  by  his  Peers.  The  Grand 
Lodge  is  composed  of  Masters  and  Wardens  and  their  Proxies.  It 
may  be  composed  altogether  of  the  two  latter.  Then  a  trial  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  would  not  be  a  trial  of  the  Master  by  his  Peers.  But 
in  our  opinion,  even  if  it  be  true  that  both  reasons  are  good,  it  would 
not  alter  the  rule  in  this  case.  For,  as  stated  above,  the  fact  that 
the  accused  was  once  a  Master  does  not  make  the  other  members 
of  the  Lodge  any  the  less  his  Peers  after  he  retires  from  that  office, 
than  they  would  be  had  he  never  been  Master.  As  stated  above, 
this  question  has  been  decided  three  times  by  this  Grand  Lodge, 
in  1875,  1877  and  1888,  contrary  to  the  ruling  under  consideration. 

See  Masonic  Code,  page  62,  paragraph  1 . 

In  the  last  instance,  it  was  decided  and  a  peremptory  order  issued 
by  this  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  the  Subordinate  Lodge  to  prefer 
charges  agamst,  and  try  one  who  has  been  its  Master,  for  a  Masonic 
offense  committed  while  he  was  such  Master,  and  the  order  required 
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the  Lodge  to  proceed  with  the  trial,  with  directions  to  the  Grand 
Master,  if  it  did  not,  to  arrest  its  Charter.  For  these,  and  many 
other  reasons  which  might  be  given,  but  which  we  refrain  from  giv- 
ing, in  order  that  this  report  may  not  be  made  too  lengthy,  we 
think  that  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  as  above  referred  to 
should  not  be  sustained 
All  of  which  IB  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  C.  Tompkins, 
Chairman. 

NEW    MASONIC    CODI. 

Bro.  II.  S.  D.  Mallory  offered  the  following  Resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted : 

''Be  it  Rnoked,  That  the  Masonic  Code  of  Alabama  of  1893,  pre- 
pared by  Bras.  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Henry  C.  Tompkins  and  H. 
H.  Brown,  under  instructions  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  adopted,  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama.'' 

DECISIONS  TO  BE    REPORTED. 

M.-.  W.-.  11.  C.  Tompkins  submitted  the  following 
Resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

'^Resohcd^  That  the  M.'  W.*.  Grand  Master  be,  and  is  hereby  re- 
quested, to  furnish  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence a  copy  of  all  decisions  made  by  him  on  q  lestions  of  Masonic 
Law,  as  soon  after  the  same  are  rendered  as  practicable.'* 

MASONIC    HOME. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  following  Resolutions, 
reported  favorably  as  to  Resolution  No.  1,  which  was 
adopted,  and  adversely  as  to  second,  third  and  fourth 
Resolutions,  and  the  Report  was  sustained  : 

r  Rcsohed^  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Locating  a  ''Masonic  Home** 
was  premature  in  its  appointment  and  that  the  same  be  now  dis- 
continued. 

Adopted. 


1893]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  65 

'*Resoh'ed^  2.  That  Sec.  21,  of  Art.  6,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  which  reads,  *that  every  Lodge  shall  pay  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  not  more  than  fifty  cents  for  each  member,*  be 
changed  to  read,  'not  more  than  one  dollar  for  each  member  to  be 
regulated  by  the  Grand  Lodge.* 

Ncsohed^  3.  That  this  additional  fifty  cents,  when  collected  by 
the  Grand  .Secretary,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 
shall  go  to  constitute  a  fund,  known  as  a  fund  to  erect  and  endow  a 
Masonic  Home  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  indigent  worthy 
Master  Masons. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  Grand  Secretary  in  submitting  this  amend- 
ment to  the  subordinate  Lodges,  shall  send  a  circular  letter  stating 
the  object  of  said  amendment  and  requesting  each  Lodge  to  take 
prompt  action.** 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    PROPOSITIONS    AND     (JRIEVANCES. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Baffin,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  l*rop- 
ositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  Report, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

**  Ti?  the  Most    Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  beg  le?ve 
to  submit  the  following  report : 

L  The  petition  of  Monroe  Lodge,  No.  48o,  to  be  allowed  to  con- 
fer the  Master's  degree  on  Bro.  Archie  H.  Hays,  he  having  been 
initiated  and  passed  in  an  Army  Lodge,  of  which  fact  the  Com- 
mittee has  had  satisfactory  evidence,  and  we  recommend  that  said 
petition  be  granted. 

2.  Also  the  petition  of  Clifton  Lodge,  No.  472,  praying  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  allow  it  to  change  its  name  from  Clifton  to  Arlington 
Lodge,  No.  472,  which  we  recommend  be  granted. 

3.  Also  the  petition  of  Carrington  Lodge,  No.  522,  praying  this 
Grand  Lodge  to  allow  it  to  surrender  its  Dispensation,  which  we 
recommend  be  granted,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  instructed  to  is- 
sue the  members  certificates. 

4.  The  petition  of  Bellefonte  Lodge,  No.  82,  praying  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  allow  it  to  surrender  its  Charter,  which  we  recommend  be 
granted  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  issue  the 

members  certificates. 

Fraternally  submitted, 
(Signed)  W.  W.  Daffin, 

Chairman." 
5 
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MARION   COUNTY    MASONIC   CONFERENCES. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Daffin,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Prop- 
ositions and  Grievances,  also  made  the  following  Re- 
port, and  it  was  adopted  : 

"  To  thf  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

We»  your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  Report : 

The  Petition  of  Pleasant  Hill  Lodge,  No.  321,  to  repeal  the  law 
allowing  County  Associations,  or  Conferences,  so  far  as  the  same 
applies  to  the  County  of  Marion,  we  recommend  be  not  granted. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  W.  Daffin. 
Chairman.** 

M.-.  W.-.  II.  Clay  Armstrong,  in  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Memorial  on  the 
death  of  P.-.  G.*.  M.-.  William  II.  Norrie,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report,  which  was  adopted  : 
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REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  DEATH 
OF  PAST  GRAND  MASTER  Wm.  H.  NORRIS. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 


WILLIAM  H.  NORRIS. 


Born  September  25.  1800.    Died  July  13,  1893. 
*^To  thi  M,'.    IV,  \    Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

M.-.  W.*.  Bro.  William  H.  Norris,  P.*.  G.*.  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama,  died  at  his  home  at  Santa  Barbara,  State  of  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil,  on  July  13,  1893,  at  the  age  of  93  years,  leaving  behind 
to  mourn  his  loss  a  devoted  wife,  nine  children,  thirty-nine  grand 
children,  and  twenty-three  great-grand* children. 

Bro.  Norris  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in  Dale  Lodge,  No.  25, 
(then  located  at  Prairie  Bluff.  Wilcox  County.)  in  1839;  and  repre- 
sented the  said  Lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  that  year;  and  was  con- 
tinuous in  his  attendance  upon  its  Grand  Annual  Communications 
up  to  1865,  during  which  year  he  and  many  others  from  this  and  other 
Southern  States,  who  were  disappointed  and  dejected  over  the  re- 
sults of  the  war  between  the  States,  which  had  just  closed,  left  their 
homes  and  hied  away  to  raise  their  roof  trees  in  a  land  far  away, 
under  the  Southern  Cross,  in  Brazil. 

Bro.  Norris  was  at  all  times  an  earnest,  active,  zealous  Mason;  he 
was  the  Father  of  Liberty,  now  C.  P.  Whitt  Lodge,  No.  65;  Ful- 
ton Lodge,  No.  98;  and  Mt.  Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  266,  and  one  of  his 
first  thoughts  after  reaching  Brazil,  was  to  arrange  for  the  or6:aniza- 
tion  of  a  Masonic  Lodge, in  which  he  and  his  Masonic  Brethren  might 
meet  in  Fraternal  intercourse,  and  transmit  unimpaired  to  their  pos- 
terity, the  sublime  truths,  the  bright  virtues,  and  the  beautiful  sym- 
bols of  Masonry,  and  thereby  lead  them  through  all  the  chambers 
of  our  Mystic^Temple,  where  they  would  be  taught  the  great  lesson 
of  not  only  HOW  TO  LIVE,  but  most  impressively  HOW  TO 
DIE. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Grand  Orient  of  Brazil,  and  a  Char- 
ter was  granted  to  WASHINGTON  LODGE,  with  Bro.  Norris  as 
its  first  W.'.  M/.;  the  only  Lodge  in  Brazil  in  which  the  ceremonies 
were  conducted  in  the  English  language. 
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Bro.  Norris  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Alabama  in  I860,  and  Grand  Master  in  1861  and  in  1862.  He  held 
many  positions  of  honor  and  trust  while  living  in  this  country,  hav- 
ing frequently  represented  Dallas  County  in  both  branches  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Alabama. 

It  was  the  privilege  of  the  writer  to  visit  and  know  Bro.  Norris  at 
his  new  home  in  that  distant  land,  and  kindly  and  lovingly  will  we 
remember  him,  until  our  hearts  have  ceased  to  beat  their 

"Farewell  marches  to  the  grave.'* 

We  there  witnessed  his  unselfish  and  beautiful  exemplification  of 
the  sublime  lessons  taught  in  Masonry.  His  occupation  and  office 
for  years  before  his  death  was  to  visit  the  sick,  sympathize  with  the 
unfortunate,  comfort  the  afflicted,  and  bind  up  the  wounds  of  the 
broken-hearted. 

Bro.  Norris,  above  all,  had  a  warm  and  abiding  love  to  the  whole 
Brotherhood  of  Man;  he  entered  keenly  into  their  woes,  wants  and 
struggles,  no  less  than  into  their  joys,  amusements  and  festivities. 
Nothing  connected  with  humanity  was  indifferent  to  him;  but  the 
kind  sympathies  of  his  nature  were  speedily  drawn  to  the  poor,  but 
honest,  man,  maintaining  a  hard  conflict  with  the  world's  ills  and 
needing  the  helping  hand  of  his  fellow-mortals;  and  no  man  was 
more  universally  loved  by  all  who  knew  him. 

He  demonstrated  by  his  actions  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  that  he 
was  in  heart  and  spirit  a  true  and  upright  Mason.  * 

Farewell,  Bro.  Norris;  thou  hast  died  firm  in  the  Masonic  faith; 
the  verdant  sprigs  of  Acacia  which  have  been  deposited  in  thy 
grave,  were  symbolic  of  thy  hopes  of  a  brighter  and  better  Lodge 
above,  where  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  forever  presides;  and 
where  a  blissful  refreshment  awaits  the  true  and  faithful  Mason. 
*^^ Requiescat  in  Pcue,** 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  Clay  Armstrong, 
James  M.  Brundidge, 
Isaac  C.  Hall, 

Committee. 

Bro.  F.  J.  Cowart,  on  behalf  of  Special  Committee 
apoiiited  to  prepare  a  Memorial  on  Bro.  Henry  Clay 
Wiley,  made  the  following  report,   which  was  adopted : 


I8d3]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  69 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL   COMMITTEE  ON  DEATH  OF  BRO. 

HENRY  CLAY  WILEY. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 


HENRY  CLAY  WILEY. 


Born  Octobbr  4,  184().    Died  April  5,  1893. 
**TothcM.',  IV.  \  Grant/  Lodge  of  -  Alabama: 

Henry  Clay  Wiley,  third  son  of  Gen.  J.  McCaleb  Wiley,  who  was 
Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  was  bom  Oct- 
ober 4,  1840,  at  Clayton,  Alabama. 

At  the  a^e  of  nine  years  he  moved  with  his  father  to  Troy.  His 
education  was  completed  at  Davidson  College.  Davidson,  N.  C. 
Soon  after  returning  from  College,  he  decided  to  make  his  home  in 
Texas.  There  he  engaged  in  the  vocation  of  teaching,  with  signal 
success,  until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War. 

At  his  country's  first  call  he  hastened  to  the  front  as  a  member  of 
the  7th  Texas  Cavalry,  with  which  troop  he  served  with  distinction, 
until  the  star  of  the  Lost  Cause  went  down  in  gloom  at  Appomat- 
tox, to  rise  no  more. 

After  surrendering  his  sword,  he  returned  to  the  home  of  his 
youth,  at  Troy,  and  began  the  study  of  the  law.  Shortly  after  en- 
tering upon  the  practice,  he  was  elected  County  Solicitor;  a  position 
which  he  held  with  credit  for  several  years.  Afterwards  he  be- 
came associated  with  Capt.  |no.  D.  Gardner,  and  their  firm,  until 
dissolved  by  death,  was  a  leading  one  in  that  section  of  the  State. 

In  1866  he  was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta  Worthy,  daughter  of 
Dr.  A.  N.  Worthy,  of  Troy.  After  a  few  years,  death  deprived  him 
of  the  companionship  of  this  excellent  lady,  leaving  three  little  ones 
to  the  care  of  their  bereaved  father.  In  1874  he  was  again  married, 
this  time  to  Miss  Ophelia  Worthy,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who,  with 
three  children,  survives  to  mourn  her  great  loss. 

The  Masonic  history  of  Bro.  Wiley  is  full  of  interest.  The  records 
disclose  that  he  received  the  first  seven  Degrees,  from  Entered  Ap- 
prentice to  Royal  Arch,  inclusive,  during  the  month  of  October, 
1864,  while  at  home  on  furlough.  He  was  created  a  Knight  Templar 
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in  March,  1883.  In  1870  he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  of  Troy 
Lodge,  No.  5(3,  and  served  for  one  year.  He  was  again  chosen  to 
this  honorable  position  in  1886,  and  held  it  continuously  until  1890. 
In  October,  1890,  he  became  Eminent  Commander  of  Troy  (3om- 
mandery,  No.  12,  K.  T.,  holding  the  place  for  one  year.  He  was 
made  High  Priest  of  Tyrian  Chapter,  No.  <54,  in  1891,  and  held  for 
one  year.  In  1887  he  was  elected  Grand  C.  of  H.  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Alabama,  and  had  been  regularly  promoted  until,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  occupied  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand. High 
Priest 

His  devotion  to  Masonry  was  remarkable.  He  was  indeed  a 
strong  pillar  in  the  local  bodies  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Always 
ready  to  give  his  time  and  talents  to  the  promotion  of  the  cause,  his 
absence  willbe  sadly  feltby  his  Brethren  and  Companions.He  studied 
to  make  himself  a  workman  approved  among  the  Craft,  and  few 
men  anywhere  were  better  equipped  as  Masonic  workers. 

In  his  church  relationship  he  was  equally  faithful  and  devoted. 
From  early  manhood,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Com- 
munion, and  had  been  for  many  years  an  Elder  in  his  church. 

Obedient  to  that  inexorable  law  of  change  which  prevails  through- 
out the  material  universe,  not  only  upon  the  earth,  but  in  all  worlds 
and  systems,  our  Brother  has  entered  another  sphere  of  being,  freed, 
as  Faith  whispers,  from   the  grossness  and   unrest  of  this  initial 

stage.  His  virtues,  his  faithfulness,  let  us  emulate,  and  let  us  keep 
the  memory  of  his  good  deeds  and  noble  aspirations  green  in  our 
hearts,  while  we  plant  the  Acacia*  of  immortality  upon  his  grave. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

F.    J.    COWART, 

[Signed.]  J.  A.  Bilbro, 

G.  L.  Comer, 
Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SPECIAL   COMMITTEE   ON   DEATH    OF    P.-. 
G.-.  M.-.  JOSEPH  HENRY  JOHNSON. 

M.-.  W.-.  II.  C.  Tompkins,  in  behalf  of  the  Special 
Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  Memorial  of  the 
death  of  P.*.  G.\  M.*.  Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  made  the 
following  Report,  which  was  adopted : 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 


JOSEPH  HENRY  JOHNSON. 


Born  October  i6,  1832.     Died  May  5,  1893. 

''To  the  M,\  H^,\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  t>een  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  and 
pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  many  ot  those  who  have  worn  its 
honors  and  who  have  won  the  love  and  respect  of  the  Fraternity ; 
but  never  of  one  who  wore  those  honors  more  worthily,  or  who  won 
a  tenderer  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  Brethren,  than  Past  Grand 
Master  Joseph  Henry  Johnson.  For  over  twenty-five  years  he  had 
attended  every  Communication  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  we  had 
come  to  look  forward  to  meeting  him  as  one  of  the  sweetest  pleas- 
ures of  our  Annual  Re-Unions.  His  bright  and  cheertul  smile,  and 
kindly  greeting,  were  those  of  the  man  who  carried  in  his  heart 
that  true  Brotherly  love,  which  is  one  of  the  chief  tenets  of  our 
Order. 

Bro.  Johnson  was  born  in  Madison,  Georgia,  on  the  16th  day  of 
October,  1882,  and  died  in  Talladega.  Alabama,  on  the  5th  day  of 
May,  1H93.  As  soon  as  he  became  of  lawful  age,  he  became  a  Ma- 
son, and  during  all  of  his  succeeding  years  was  a  zealous  member 
of  the  Fraternity.  In  1858,  he  moved  to  Alabama  and  located  at 
Talladega.  At  that  time  there  was  no  Lodge  at  that  place.  He 
immediately  set  to  work  with  others  and  organized  one,  Talladega 
Lodge  No.  261,  and  became  its  first  Worshipful  Master,  a  place 
which  he  vacated  to  enter  the  Confederate  army.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  1869 
was  made  Deputy  Grand  Master.  He  held  this  latter  position  in 
1871,  when  the  Grand  Master,  Judtre  William  P.  Chilton,  died; 
when,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  he  became  Grand  Master,  to  which 
position  he  was  elected  at  the  Annual  Communication  in  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  and  again  at  the  Communication  in  1872,  thus  filling  that 
office  by  election  for  the  full  term  permitted  by  our  Constitution. 

When  he  retired  from  that  high  office,  unlike  some  who  have 
filled  it,  Past  Grand  Master  Johnson  did  not  think  his  duty  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  had  terminated,  nor  did  he  forget  those  who  had 
thus  honored  him.     It  is  true  that  he  had  received  at  the  hands  of 
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its  members  the  highest  honor  they  could  confer  upon  him,  but  he 
never  failed  to  show  his  appreciation  of  their  confidence,  and  never 
supposed  he  was  relieved  of  his  duty  to  the  Fraternity.  He  never 
missed  a  Communication,  and  continuously,  from  the  time  he  went 
out  of  office,  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  iVf  asonic  Jurispru- 
dence, and  for  the  fcreater  part  of  the  time  was  its  Chairman.  How 
well  he  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  that  position  is  best 
shown  by  the  elaborate  opinions  found  in  our  Proceedings  on  the 
many  difficult  and  intricate  questions  of  Masonic  law  presented  to 
that  Committee  during  the  time  he  was  its  Chairman. 

But  the  labor  here  performed  was  not  all  that  was  rendered  by 
Bro.  Johnson:  his  sound  judgment,  his  equable  temper  and  his 
thorough  conscientiousness  made  him  one  whose  advice  was  al- 
ways sought  when  questions  of  delicacy  and  moment  had  to  be  de- 
termined. For  these  reasons  his  advice  was  frequently  sought  by 
those  who  succeeded  him  in  the  Grand  Mastet's  office.  Whenever 
he  was  called  upon  for  counsel  or  advice,  it  was  given  with  that 
cheerfulness  that  made  one  feel  that  he  wa.s  doing  him  a  favor  by 
asking  for  his  asbistance. 

In  addition  to  the  offices  filled  by  Bro.  Johnson  in  this  Body,  he 
filled  the  highest  offices  in  other  Grand  Masonic  Bodies. 

We  have  thus  far  spoken  of  Bro.  Johnson  as  a  Mason.  As  great 
as  was  his  work  with  us,  it  was  greater  still  in  another  sphere. 
Those  qualities  and  virtues  which  made  him  great  as'  a  Mason, 
niade  him  pre-eminently  great  in  that  field  to  which  his  life  work 
was  devoted.  Of  him  it  may  truly  be  said  that  he  made  '*the  blind 
to  see,  the  deaf  to  hear  and  the  dumb  to  speak.''  He  came  to 
Alabama  in  ls.58,  at  the  request  of  her  Governor,  to  organize  and 
take  charge  of  her  Institution  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind,  which 
was  then  about  to  be  established  at  Talladega.  It  was  in  this 
noble  work,  appealing  to  all  the  best  impulses  of  his  gentle  and 
noble  nature,  and  calling  into  operation  all  of  that  unrivalled  ad- 
ministrative capacity,  for  which  he  was  so  remarkable,  that  he  won 
his  greatest  fame  ;  and  here  it  was  that  he  erected  to  his  memory 
a  monument  more  lasting  than  cenotaphs  of  brass  and  stone,  and 
more  to  be  prized  than  the  massive  columns  that  mark  the  last 
resting  place  of  the  world's  greatest  chieftains.  He  took  charge 
of  that  Institution  when  he  had  to  build  it  almost  from  the 
ground  ;  he  left  it  one  of  the  most  compleie,  best  managed,  best 
equipped  and  most  beautiful  in  the  land.  This  great  work  he 
did  too,  for  the  most  part,  on   an    annual    appropriation  by    the 
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State  for  the  preservation  and  building  up  of  the  Institution  and 
the  support  of  the  helpless  children  entrusted  to  his  charge, 
which  to  many  of  those  who  have  charge  of  similar  Institutions, 
elsewhere,  would  have  seemed  barely  sufficient  to  pay  the  ordi- 
nary current  expenses  of  the  Institution.  And  how  loving  and 
tender  he  was  to  those  entrusted  to  his  caie;  how  sweetly  the 
blind  smiled  when  they  heard  his  loved  voice,  and  with  what 
cheerfulness  the  deaf  and  dumb  greeted  his  presence,  can  only  be 
realized  by  those  who  have  watched  him  as  he  went  in  and  out 
among  his  charge ;  for  truly,  be  was  a  man  who  went  about  doing 
good,  and  when  be  was  laid  away,  all  through  this  State  many  a 
sightless  eye  was  wet  with  the  tears  of  a  true  grief,  and  many  a 
heart  that  was  voiceless  to  give  it  utterance,  was  wiung  with  an 
inconsolable  anguish. 

We  mourn  the  loss  of  this  upright  Mason,  pure  man  and  useful 
citizen;  but  we  do  not  mourn  without  hope,  for  we  know  that  he 
has  but  passed  over  the  River  to  a  happier  home  on  the  other  shore. 
He  ever  remembered  the  vows  he  took  upon  himself  when  he  first 
passed  the  mystic  portals  of  our  Masonic  Temple,  and  continuously 
practiced  the  virtues  of  Temperance,  Prudence  and  Brotherly 
Love;  remembering    always  the   duty    he    owed  to   his  God,   his 

countrv  and  himself,  until  at  last,  his  work  on  earth  being  accom- 
plished, **God's  finger  touched  him  and  he  sleeps"— sleeps  as  one 
who  lays  down  to  pleasant  dreams  ;  and  we  doubt  not,  that  in  the 
glorious  mom  of  the  resurrection,  he  will  arise,  refreshed  as  one 
who  has  been  awakened  from  pleasant  slumbers. 
Respectfully  and  Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  C.  Tompkins, 
Chairman. 

COMMITTEE  ON   FINANCE. 

Bro.  W.S.Foster,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Finance, 
made  the  following  Report,  which  was  received  and  con- 
curred in,  and  the  Resolution  accompanying  the  same, 
adopted : 

To  the  M.'.    ]V.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabavia: 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  we  respectfully 
submit  the  following  Resolution: 

**Resohfed,  That  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  working  under  the  Ju- 
risdiction of  this  Grand  Lodge  be,  and  are  hereby  required,  to  pay 
their  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Secretary  on  or  before  the  15tb  day 
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of  November  of  each  year,  and  that  all  Lodf^es  failing  to  comply 
with  this  Resolution  shall  be  ooomdered  as  bemg  delinquent  for  that 
year.** 

W.  S.  FOSTBR, 
Chairman  of  Finance  Committee. 

RECEPTION  OF  GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  Kepresentatives  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
below  named  were  formally  presented  to  M.-.  W.-.  Grand 
Master  Francis  L.  Pettus,  and  by  him,  in  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  accorded  fraternal  recogni- 
tion: 

Fletcher  J.  Cowart,  of  Troy,  Representative  of  the  Grand  l^odge 
of  Delaware. 

Addison  A.  Walker,  of  Eufaula,  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  South  Carolina. 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.-.  W.-.  Brother  Henry  C.  Tompkins,  Past  Grand 
Master,  duly  installed  the  Grand  Officers-Elect,  assisted 
by  R.-.  W.-.  Brother  William  G.  Robertson,  Acting 
Grand  Marshal. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  APPOINTED. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
Standing  Committees: 

On  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Palmer  J.  Pillans Belknap. 

On  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Montgomery. 

A.  D.  Sayre Montj^omery. 

H.  M.  Judge Entaw. 

Bryan  W.  Whitfield Galloway. 

William  G .  Robertson Carrollton. 


1893]  ORAND  LODGB  OF  ALABAMA.  75 

On  Work. 

Robert  J   Redden Sulligent. 

Angus  M.Scott. Clopton. 

Russell  M.Cunningham finsley. 

Benjamin  F.  Elmore Demopolis. 

William  W.  McCullom Brierfield. 

On  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals. 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory ...Selma. 

James  R.  Dowdell LaFayette. 

J.  Webb  Foster Abbeville. 

On  Finance. 

William  S.  Foster Mobile. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope Gadsden. 

Fletcher  J.  Cowart Troy. 

On  Permanent  Trust  Fund. 

Francis  L.  Pettus  Selma. 

George  P.  Harrison Opelika. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery. 

On  Transportation. 

Abe  Isaacs  Montgomery. 

R.  W.  Sharp Montgomery. 

Charles  R.  Westcott Montgomery. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Bro.  B.  M.  Hill,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Leave 
of  Absence,  made  the  following  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  ordered  spread  upon  the  Minutes: 

**To  th€  M,\  iV,\  Graftd  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence  begs  leave  to  report  that 
permission  has  been  granted  to  those  only  who  had  ^ood  reasons 
for  leaving.  Fraternally  submitted, 

[Signed]  B.  M.  Hill, 

Chairman." 
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THANKS  TO  RAILROADS. 


On  motion  of  the  R.-.  W.*.  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  H. 
Clay  Armstrong,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were 
tendered  to  the  railroads  that  so  generously  transported 
the  members  of  this  Grand  Body  at  reduced  rates. 


MINUTES  READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Annual  Grand  Communication, 
the  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R.*.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain,  Bro. 
William  C.  Bledsoe,  the  Seventy-third  Annual  Grand 
Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama,  and 
its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed  in  Ample  Form, 
and  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master's  Gavel  fell  at 
11:30  o'clock. 

11.  Clay  Armstrong, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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[EXHIBIT  "A."] 
GRAND  TREASUKEK'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
Wh.  H.  Dingley,  Grand  Treasurer, 

/n  occouxl  wilb  the  QRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 
18»2.  DR. 

Dec.    e.    To  baUnce $2,548  25 

VI.    Received  from  Grand  Secretary  —  1,810  50 
1893. 

Jan.      5.  "         ....      783  70 

12.  ■•  .i        .i  '■       ....      375  00 

31.  "  "         "  "         ...         175  0(1 

June  31).  "  -■        .'  '■  , .       303  70- 

Nov.  29.  "  "        "  "  ...      727  30  ■  $  6,811  45 

1892.  CR. 

Dec.    7.    By  Grand  Master 25  00 

K.        Com.  on  Correspondence  .     260  00 

9.  ■     Gran-lTyler  100  00 

9.  "  "      21  65 

9.        Com.  on  Work,  B.  F.  Elmore. ...       15  «0 

n.       G.  A.  Joiner,  Asst.  Gr.  Sec'y 125  00 

9.        Gr.  Sec'y,  G.  A.  Joiner 26  00 

12.        Com.  on  Work,  W.  W.  McCuUom       20  50 

19.       J.  H.  Englehardt  repairs 2-50 

19.       Com..  W.  Y.  Tiicomb 75  00 

1893. 

Jan.     fi.        Grand  Treasurer 160  00 

Grand  Chaptain 26  00 

Com.  on  Work,  A.  M.Scott 60  00 

"      ''        "    Cunningham 15  10 

Slate  Lecturer,  J.  M.  Brundidge. .       76  00 

Com.  on  Work,  ).  A.  Bilbro 30  00 

E.  V.  Jones  approprialion  18D1  ...      200  00 
Grand  Lecturer,  J.  M.  Brundidge.      300  00 

Portrait  Grand  Master 25  00 

Contingent  Fund 1,000  00 

Gr.  Sec'y  to  Dec,  1893 1,175  00 

Ass'l  Gr.  Sec'y  to  Dec,  1803 300  00 

Temple  Lodge  200  00 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Greene 800  00 

Permanent  Trust  Fund 1,315  50—$  6,321)  8.5 

Balance  on  hand $     400  60 
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[EXHIBIT  "B/n 
(JKANI)  SECKKTAKY'S  ANNUAL    REPORT. 


H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Grand  Secretary, 

In  acMUfU  with  Uu:  GHASI)  LODGE  OF  ALiHAMA, 


\m\\.    To  General  Fund. 


DR. 


Dec.  ».  1H»2.    To  am*t  rec*d  from  G.  A.  Joiner$3,:^)7  m 

Jan.  20,  IHfK^.      '*    Grand  Lodge  dues  collected  2H2  (N) 

Am*t  rec'd  for  Charters  o^o  (H) 

"    .  •*  Gr.  L.  Cert's.  17  (H) 

"      •*  Widow's  *•  18  (K) 

*'  Dispensations  140  00 


«< 


«( 


Total 


%  4,2(>4  m 


CR. 


By  am't  paid  Wni.  H.  Dingley.Gr. 
Treas*r,  as  per  vouchers  num- 
bered from  1  to  6 $4,2<>4  50 


%  4,264  oO 

H.  Clav  Armstrong,  Grand  Secretary, 

In  acrouvf  with,  tht  ORASD  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

IKJW.    To  Contingent  Fund, 

DR. 

Dec.   0,  \H\Y1.    To  Cash  from  G.  A.  Joiner $    447  57 

Jan.  2H.  IWW.      '*      **        "     Grand  Treasurer..    1,<KK)  00 

CR. 
Dec.   0,  1K02.     By  Cash  to  VV.  C.  Campbell,  fu- 
neral expenses  of  Bro.  Greene.. $   8(N)  95 
Sundry  acc'ts  and  vouchers  num- 
bered from  1  to 39.  inclusive  ....  l,(Kll  m 
Cash  on  hand 145  02 


$  1,447  .57 


$  1,447  5/ 
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[EXHIBIT  **C."] 

REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


To  ifu  M.\    IV. '.   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  Financial  Reports  ofR.'.W.*. Grand  Secretary 
H.  Clay  Armstrong,  and  R.'.  W.*.  Grand  Treasurer  W.  H.  Dingley, 
and  find  them  correct. 

From  the  report  of  R.*.  W.'.  Grand  Secretary,  we  find  that  he  has 
received  the  following  amounts,  to-wit: 

For  am*t  rec*d  from  G.  A.  Joiner,  R.*.  W.'.  Past 

Grand  Secretary f  8,807  50 

For  Lodge  dues  collected  for  1892 262  00 

For  dues  collected  since  last  Communication  .  4,285  50 

For  am*t  rec'd  for  Charters  (15) 525  00 

For  am't  rec*d  for  Gr.  Lodge  Certificates 17  (K) 

For  am't  rec'd  for  Widows*  Certificates 18  00 

For  am't  rec*d  for  Dispensations  (4) 140  00 

For  Bal.  of  Contingent  Fund  for  1892 447  57 

For  Contingent  Fund  for  1893 1,000  00 


Making  total  of f  9,997  57 

Of  which  he  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers  as 
follows: 

To  Grand  Treasurer $  4,264  50 

For  contingent  expenses 1,802  55 

Making  total  of f  5.567  05 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of f  4,480  52 

From  the  report  of  R.'.  W.*.  Grand  Treasurer, 
we  find  that  he  had  on  hand  at  our  last  An- 
nual Communication  a  balance  of f  2,546  25 

Since  that  time  he  has  received  from  the  Grand 

Secretary 4,264  50 


Making  a  total  of     f  6,810  75 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers 6,320  85 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of f      489  90 
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To  this  add  estimated  receipts  from  dues  at  pres- 
ent Communication,  in  addition  to  the  sum 

of  $4,285.50  already  reported $  805  86 

For  Charters,  estimated 210  (H) 

For  Dispensation*^  estimated  70  (K) 

For  Certificates,  estimated 20  00 


Maying  total  estimated  receipts 1,105  86 

To  which  add  balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Secretary 4,430  52 

Making  total  of $  6,026  28 

Of  this  amount  your  committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations  to  defray  current 
expenses  for  the  ensuing  year : 

For  salary  of  Grand  Secretary,  to  be  paid  in 

monthly  installments    $  1,2<H)  (H) 

For  assistant  Grand  Secretary,  as  heretofore  au- 
thorized         3(H)  (K) 

For  salary  of  Grand  Treasurer  for  last  year 150  (K) 

For  salaty  of  Grand  Tyler  this  Communication         50  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  Chaplain 25  00 

For  Chairman  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Ex- 
pulsions and  Appeals     50  00 

For  Chairman  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence  

Salary  of  Grand  Lecturer,  to  be  paid  quarterly. 

Rent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 

Contingent  Fund  of  Grand  Secretary 

Contingent  Fund  of  Grand  Master 

For  expenses  of  Gr.  Tyler  this  Communication. 

For  amount  due  Permanent  Trust  Fund  for 
Charters  and  Dispensations 

Making  total  appropriations,  including  amount  due 

Trust  Fund $  4.715  65 

Leaving  estimated  balance  of $  1,310  (i3 

Add  amount  in  hands  of  Grand  Secretary  145  02 

Making  total  estimated  balance  of    $  1 ,455  65 

Of  which  your  Committee  recommend  that 
$1,000.00  be  appropriated  to  the  Permanent 
Trust  Fund. 


2(X)  (K) 

300  00 

800  00 

750  00 

200  00 

25  65 

665  00 
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PERMANENT  TRUST    FUND. 


Your  Committee  has  also  examined  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Trustees  of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  and  find  that  at  the  date  of 

last  report  they  had  an  expended  balance  of $      969  92 

Have  received  from  the  General  Fund 1,315  5() 

Have  collected  interest  on  Alabama  Bonds  for  this  year..        908  00 

Making  a  total  of $3,193  42 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  for  two  (2)  Alabama  Bonds. 

Class  **A,'*  registered,  $1,000  each  and  premiums  . . .     2,020  00 

Leaving  balance  on  hand $  1,173  42 

CONDITION   OF    PERMANENT   TRUST    FUND. 

Your  Permanent  Trust  Fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  to- 
wit : 

24  Alabama  (Class  "A**)  Bonds,  registered,  of  the  denom- 
ination of  $1,000  each $24,000  00 

2  Alabama  Coupon  Bonds  of  $100  each 200  00 

Interest  due  Jan.  1,  1894.  on  $24,200 484  00 

Cash  on  hand. 1,173  42 

Add  appropriations  for  Charters  and  Dispensations 665  00 

Add  special  appropriation  from  General  Fund 1,000  00 

Total  amount $27,522  42 

In  order  to  systematize  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
your  Committee  submits  the  following  recommendations  : 

Firs/.  That  the  fiscal  year  of  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  end  on  the 
loth  day  of  November  each  year,  and  that  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Grand  Secretary  make  up  their  reports  to  that  date,  and  that  all 
monies  received  after  that  date  be  included  in  returns  for  following 
year. 

Stcond,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  made  a  standing  com- 
mittee consisting  of  three  members,  and  be  required  to  meet  at 
Montgomery  at  least  two  days  before  the  assembling  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  as  it  is  impossible  to  do  the  work  properly  in  the  limited 
time  allowed  during  the  Communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Third,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Committee  to  examine 
the  books,  accounts,  vouchers  and  funds  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Grand  Secretary,  and  make  a  detailed  report  thereon  during  the 


8 


APPENDIX. 


session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  necessary  expenses  of 

said  Committee  while  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  be  paid  by  the 

Grand  Ixxlge. 
Fourth,    That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  procure  and 

open  a  new  set  of  books. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  S.  Foster, 
Benjamin  F.  Pope, 
Wm.  J.  Pbarcb, 
F.  F.  Wise, 

F.  J.  COWART, 

Committee. 


For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  we  respectfully 
submit  the  following  Resolution  : 

^'Resohfcd^  That  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  working  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be,  and  are  hereby  required,  to 
pay  their  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Secretary  on  or  before  the 
loth  day  of  November  of  each  year,  and  that  all  Lodges  failing  to 
comply  with  this  Resolution  shall  be  considered  as  being  delin- 
quent for  that  year." 

W.  S.  Foster, 
Chairman  of  Finance  Committee." 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 


-BY- 


P.-.  G.-.   M.-.   PALMER   J.   PILLANS,   Chairman. 


To  Uie  M.\    ]^.\    Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Alabama: 

To  your  Committee  it  is  a  source  of  much  gratification,  after  a 
careful  perusal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges 
hereinafter  enumerated,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  throughout  these 
beams  a  spirit  of  benevolence  and  good  fellowship.  Some  small 
cases  of  temporary  friction  appear,  but  not  such  as  to  prove  of 
permanent  discord.  The  question  of  the  value  of  the  system  of 
Grand  Representatives,  has  apparently  been  determined  by  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  both  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  each  pronouncing  it 
useless,  if  not  worse,  and  they  have  determined  to  abandon  the 
usage  of  appointing  such.  We  find,  however,  that  the  Masonic 
Congress,  held  in  August  last,  at  Chicago,  composed  of  delegates 
from  very  near  one-half  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States, 
upon  considering  this  question,  thought  that  too  little  time  had 
"elapsed  to  give  opportunity  for  definite  judgment  as  to  the  useful- 
ness of  the  system,  and  it  should  therefore  be  continued."  We 
have  this,  as  the  judgment  of  this  minority  of  delegates,  and  this 
even,  we  presume,  was  not  the  unanimous  sentiment.  In  this  con- 
nection it  was  well  to  think  of  the  disagreements  that  have  arisen 
in  consequence  of  the  system,  and  by  suitable  means  strive  to  pre- 
vent their  recurrence — Pennsylvania  and  Iowa,  New  York  and 
Indian  Territory,  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  et  al. 

In  almost  every  direction  there  is  a  sturdy  growth,  and  the 
benevolent  character  of  the  Institution  is  being  indicated  by  the 
number  of  Homes  for  the  aged,  infirm,  and  orphans,  that  have 
been,  and  are  being,  established.  In  this  we  hope  that  the  Breth- 
ren will  labor  conscientiously,  but  somewhat  careful,  that  no  dis- 
credit may  come  to  us  by  failures. 


fO  APPENDIX. 

There  are  other  questions  on  which  there  ai>pears  to  be  no  equa- 
nimity of  sentiment  among  the  Grand  Lodges,  but  these  are  at 
present  in  a  quiescent  state,  though  occasionally  bobbing  up.  Con- 
spicuous among  these,  is  that  of  how  to  diminish  the  number  of 
non-affiliates.  At  all  times  this  is  being  discussed,  and  different 
suf!:gestions  are  made.  But  we  presume  that  we  are  as  certain  to 
have  a  numerous  army  of  these,  as  that  we  are  to  have  the  poor  al- 
ways uith  us.  This  is,  to  some  extent,  doubtless  the  result  of  the 
readiness  with  which  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  are  obtained, 
for  these  are  usually  issued  by  Grand  Masters  whenever  the  require- 
ments of  the  Constitution  have  been  complied  with,  and  without 
due  enquiry  sls  to  advantages  of  location,  and  the  abundance  of 
proper  material,  or  the  condition  of  the  applicants  as  to  hall-dues, 
etc..  and  the  Grand  1-odge  grants  the  Charter.  Thus  we  see  that  the 
number  of  weak  Lodges  increases,  and  when  the  debts  begin  to 
press  them,  great  anxiety  is  felt  for  an  increase  in  membership,  to 
accomplish  which,  too  rigid  scrutiny  into  character  or  fitness  would 
be  unfortunate,  and  the  Profane  becomes  a  Mason  but  in  name  and 
quickly  tiring -demits.  We  have  no  faith  in  forced  membership, 
for  this  may  accumulate  the  dues  and  swell  the  treasury,  but  will 
never  strengthen  the  Lodges.  We  have  been  pleased  to  see,  that 
of  late,  a  few  of  the  Grand  Masters  have  been  closely  investigating 
the  conditions  in  granting  dispensations,  and  in  some  instances  re- 
fusing them.  Is  not  this  exactly  what  every  Grand  Master  should 
do?  Then  would  we  have  fewer  Lodges,  to  be  sure,  but  more 
zealous,  active  Masons  and  fewer  non-afliliates. 

The  questions  indicating  the  usual  differences  in  thought  of  Grand 
Lodges  are  still  apparent,  but  so  long  as  each  Grand  Lodge  shall 
be  surrounded  by  its  own  peculiar  circumstances,  and  the  minds  of 
those  composing  them  must  materially  differ,  this  must  be  looked 
for,  nor  do  we  deem  these  differences  of  signal  import,  so  long  as 
the  Landmarks  are  duly  observed  and  carefully  guarded. 

We  have  reviewed  all  the  proceedings  that  have  come  to  band, 
which  are  as  follows : 

Arkansas 1892  New  Hampshire 1893 

California 1892  New  Jersey 1893 

Delaware 1892  New  Mexico 1892 

District  of  Columbia 1892  New  York 1893 

Florida 1898  North   Carolina 1898 

Idaho   1892  North  Dakota ^...1893 

Indiana 1893  Ohio 1892 
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Indian  Territory 1893  Oklahoma 1893 

Iowa 1893  Pennsylvania 1892 

Kansas 1893  Prince  Edward   Island 1893 

Kentucky 1892  South  Carolina 1892 

Louisiana 1893  South  Dakota  1892-93 

Maine 1893  Tennessee 1893 

Manitoba  . .   1893  Texas 1892 

Maryland 1893  Utah  1893 

Massachusetts 1892  Vermont 1892-93 

Michigan 1893  Virginia 1892 

Minnesota 1893  West  Virginia 1892 

Mississippi 1893  Wisconsin 1893 

Missouri 1893  Wyoming 1892 

Nebraska 1893 

ARKANSAS — 55TH  Annual,  November,  1892. 

The  frontispiece  of  this  pamphlet  is  a  representation  of  the  new 
Masonic  Temple,  but  just  completed,  and  for  the  first  time  occupied 
at  this  Communication.  It  was  dedicated  at  this  time,  and  hence- 
forth the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas  will  no  longer  be  a  wanderer, 
but  abide  in  this  beautiful  house  of  hers. 

Masonry  seems  active  and  vigorous  in  this  Jurisdiction,  and  the 
tabular  statement  of  the  Gtand  Secretary  shows  a  net  gain  of  372, 
where  the  membership  is  13,098.  Still,  we  confess  to  be  at  great 
loss  to  understand  how  this  can  be,  when  in  another  ''Comparative 
Table**  he  gives  the  number  of  members  in  1891  at  13,191,  and  in 
1892  at  13,098.  This  shows  a  loss  of  93.  But  figures  always  did 
trouble  this  sorry  head  of  ours,  and  whether  there  was,  or  is«  a  gain 
or  loss,  will  not  interfere  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  Masonry; 
for  as  Grand  Master  Bridewell,  in  his  address  on  this  occasion,  said: 
"Masonry  is  no  child  of  to-day,  but  the  glory  of  many  centuries  are 
hers,  and  the  glory  of  many  more  are  in  store  for  her.'* 

We  will  be  excused  for  giving  in  extenso  his  decision  touching  the 
right  of  a  visitor  to  demand  to  see  the  Charter  of  a  Lodge,  previous 
to  examination,  as  on  this  same  point  Alabama  has  so  recently  de- 
cided otherwise: 

"4.  No  visitor  has  a  right  to  demand  to  see  a  Charter  of  a  Lodge 
previous  to  his  examination.  If  he  does  ask  for  it  he  should  be 
promptly  refused.  The  privilege  of  visiting  is  granted  by  the  Lodge 
to  a  Brother.  The  Lodge  is  not  up  for  examination,  but  the  visitor. 
The  visitor  must  not  ask  a  privilege  of  this  sort  of  a  body,  the  le- 
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gality  of  whi':h  he  questions.  That  would  be  an  insult  to  the  body 
whose  courtesy  he  solicits.  The  W.*.  M.*.  is  solemnly  charged  at 
his  installation  to  carefully  preserve  the  Charter,  *'and  in  no  case 
should  it  ever  be  out  of  your  immediate  control.^*  The  ante-room  is 
not  the  place  for  the  Charter,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  demand 
that  the  W.'.  M.'.  surrender  it  in  order  that  some  stran6:er  may  ex- 
amine it.  The  visitor  before  admission  is  not  upon  an  equality  with 
the  Lodge.  He  asks  it.  He  need  not  ask  it  if  he  is  not  satisfied. 
The  Lodge*  on  the  othtfr  hand,  asks  no  privilege,  but  examines  the 
applicant  to  see  if  he  is  worthy  to  enjoy  the  privilege  sought.  Let 
the  visitor  take  his  time  to  examine  the  Charter  after  he  has  been 
admitted  into  the  Lodge  room,  and  even  then  the  question  arises: 
If  he  does  examine  it,  how  does  he  know  whether  it  is  a  regular 
Charter  or  not?" 

This  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

There  were  Dispensations  issued  for  four  new  Lodges,  to  each  of 
which  a  Charter  was  granted.  Three  Lodges,  which  had  lain  dor- 
mant, were  revived,  thus  indicating  increasing  vigor.  Two  Char- 
ters were,  however,  arrested.  The  Grand  Master  urged  the  estab- 
lishment now  of  a  Home,  and  recommended  that  the  net  revenues 
of  the  Temple  be  so  applied. 

Bro.  A.  F.  Maberry  delivered  an  excellent  oration  on  "The  Com- 
mon Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Universal  Brotherhood  of  Man." 

R.  J.  Laughlin,  Bentonville,  G.  M. 
Fay  Hen'pstead,  Little  Rock,  G.  Sec'y- 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  made  by  Sam  H.  Davidson, 
who  styles  his  resume  of  the  Proceedings  reviewed  **  a  brief  review." 
He  regrets  that  shortness  of  time,  and  the  exactions  of  business 
had  "forced"  him  to  brevity.    So  do  we,  sincerely. 

CALIFORNIA — 43D  Annual,  October,  1892. 

Before  us  lies  the  volume  from  this  Grand  jurisdiction,  containing 
over  five  hundred  pages.  This  vast  bulk  would  deter  us  from  ex- 
amining into  its  contents,  but  that  we  know  that  therein,  we  shall 
find  much  to  admire,  much  to  stimulate  our  Masonic  zeal;  for  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  always  been  thoroughly  conservative,  yet  most 
actively  benevolent  in  its  course.  It  is  indeed  a  grand  Jurisdiction, 
compiisinti;  10,707  members,  and  with  Lodges  strong  and  active  in 
their  charities.     Its  gain  during  the  year  was  5()K. 

Grand  Master  Wm.  Johnston  appeals  to  every  member  of  the  Or- 
der "to  strive  to  cherish  and  perpetuate  the  rich  inheritance  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  ancient  Brethren."    He  would  that  we  should 
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be  ever  mindful  to  obey  the   Commandment   **That  ye  love  one 
another.** 

He  issued  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  four  new  Lodges. 
The  specimens  of  work  done  by  them  met  the  entire  approval  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Charters  were  granted  to  them,  as  well  as  to 
three  others. 

The  Grand  Master  having  approved  the  plan  and  named  the 
Trustees,  the  Widows*  and  Orphans*  Home  is  now  fairly  afloat. 
May  it  safely  ride  every  storm  and  prove  a  sheltering  blessing.  This 
will  doubtless  be,  for  what  California  wishes  to  do,  is  generally  ac- 
complished, The  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Communication  appropria- 
ted ten  thousand  dollars  towards  the ''establishment  or  maintenance 
of  this  charity** 

An  effort  was  made  to  relieve  from  dues  all  members  over  70 
years  of  age,  or  who  had  been  contributing  members  for  forty 
years,  but  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  this  subject,  most  properly  said: 

''We  sev.  no  reason  why  the  member  of  ample  means  should  desire 
or  be  willing  to  be  excused  from  payinfi:  dues  to  his  Lodge  because 
be  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  attain  the  full  measure  of  years  al- 
lotted to  man,  or  because  he  has  for  forty  years  paid  dues  to  his 
Lodge,  nor  any  reason  why  his  Lodge  should  be  excused  or  should 
ask  to  be  excused  from  paying  dues  to  Grand  Lodge  tor  him.  If 
for  any  good  reason  any  one,  whether  you np;  or  old,  is  unable  to  pay 
dues,  the  Lodge  should  remit  them,  and  so  if  any  Lodge  is  unable  to 
pay  its  dues,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  remit  them. 

The  reports  of  the  several  boards  of  relief  show  an  expenditure 
of  over  eighteen  thousand  dollars  during  this  year.  As  among  those 
relieved  we  find  two  cases  from  Alabama,  we  sincerely  hope  that 
the  Lodges  to  which  they  belonged  will  promptly  refund,  for  this 
will  enable  this  board  to  extend  to  some  other  worthy  indigent  the 
same  aid. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Reuben  Hendley  Lloyd,  delivered  an  oration 
on  the  necessity  of  cultivating  the  social  features  of  Masonry,  which 
had  in  it  the  true  ring.  Among  other  things  is  this  truism: 
"This  Order  can  only  advance  by  having  on  its  rolls  those  alofti' 
who  preach  2in^ practice  its  precepts  in  their  daily  lives.**  And  the 
following,  which  we  think  too  good  and  too  true  to  be  lost,  so  we 
give  it  to  you : 

"On  our  continent,  in  the  slow  progress  of  time,  moralists  of  a 
higher  plane  have  gradually  taken  possession  of  the  Order.  Un- 
der their  guidance  the  social  feature  has  gradually  and  slowly  been 
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expunged.  No  more  are  social  dinners  and  festivals  permitted  at 
the  expense  of  the  Lodge.  No  more  do  the  Stewards  perform  their 
olden  duty;  they  go  through  a  recital  of  what  their  duties  are,  but 
the  main  duty,  which  brought  ihem  into  existence,  is  now  consid- 
ered but  rudimentary  and  u.sele-s,  and  when  the  Lodge  is  called 
from  labor  to  refreshment,  the  word  **refreshment*'  is  a  misnomer. 

The  idealists  have  declared  the  moral  principles  are  too  pure  to 
be  mingled  or  debased  by  fellowship  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
stomach.  They  do  not  believe  the  feast  of  reason  or  flow  cf  .soul, 
brought  into  play  around  the  dining  table,  is  anything  but  an  indi- 
cation of  the  gratification  of  the  animal  part,  and,  they  cry,  cannot 
at  all  tend  to  uphold,  cement  or  strengthen  any  idea  of  morality. 

They  declare  the  funds  of  the  Loc^ge  shall  not  be  used  for  Lodge 
expenses,  if  such  expenses  include  any  refreshments,  however  fru- 
gal tho.se  refreshments  may  be;  that  such  things  have  generally  a 
demoralizing  effect,  and  should  not  be  favored,  but  if  countenanced 
at  all,  the  members  al  ne  who  desire  them,  must  pay  the  caterer. 

They  believe  a  recitation  of  the  tenets  and  principles  of  the  Order, 
as  found  in  the  ritual,  and  the  grand  descriptive  and  explanatory 
addresses*  should  have  attractive  force  enough  to  draw  men  from 
pursuits  of  pleasure  or  business  to  listen  to  their  repetition  fifty-two 
times  a  year,  and  that,  too,  though  these  same  men  may  have  heard 
the  same  thing  over  a  hundred  times,  delivered  with  all  the  grace 
and  charm  which  an  eloquent  and  instructive  speaker  could  give  it. 

'1  hey  in  effect  declare  all  that  is  necessary  to  make  men  fast 
friends,  is  to  bring  them  together  in  the  Lodge-room,  while  the 
sublime  principles  of  our  Order  are  being  annunciated,  for  the 
gratification  of  the  hearers  and  the  mystification  of  the  candidate 

Is  this  not  asking  too  much  of  human  nature?  Is  it  not  expectmg 
too  much  of  the  average  mortal?'* 


►»» 


There  are  other  points  to  which  your  attention  might  profitably 
be  directed,  did  we  not  fear  of  being  too  prolix. 

Among  the  grievances  is  to  be  found,as  usual, where  s6me  Brother 
wishes  to  make  the  Lodge  a  means  of  collecting  his  debt,  but  the 
Grand  Lodge  said  that  it  had  often  declared  that  it  could  not  he 
used  for  the  collection  of  bad  debts. 

The  Grand  Lodge  declined  to  join  in  the  proposed  Fraternal 
Congress  at  Chicago.  We  shall  see  what  good  results  from  so 
powerless  a  gathering. 

Charles  Ray  Gritman,  Napa,  G.  M. 
George  Johnston,  San  Francisco.  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  William  Harvey  Edwards  pre.sented  the  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence. In  it  we  find  not  Alabama,  but  why?  From  it  we 
copy: 

"We  cannot  endorse  the  idea  advanced  by  Bro.Parvin  that  an  En- 
tered Apprentice  Mason  is  full  fledged.    It  does  not  matter  what  the 
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old  Etifrlish  law  was,  or  what  the  law  of  the  United  States  was,  prior 
1843.  Entered  Apprenticed  Masons  at  the  present  day  in  the  United 
States  can  take  no  part  in  the  business  of  a  Lodge,  nor  do  they  con- 
tribute anything  to  its  support;  they  pay  no  dues  and  ougfht  to  de- 
rive no  benefits  more  than  the  Lodges  would  extend  in  the  way  of 
charity  to  any  person,  whether  he  be  a  Mason  or  not." 

Welikeins5FieiKs  on  perpetual  jurisdiction,  which  are  thus  ex- 
pressed: 

'*It  seems  to  us  that  this  claim  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  is  entirely 
wrong;  each  Grand  {trnsdiction  should  be  left  free  to  exercise  its 
discretion  about  the  admission  or  rejection  of  all  material  within  its 
particular  limits,  and  the  idea  that  because  a  petition  has  been  re- 
ceived and  the  applicant  rejected  in  one  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and 
perhaps  by  a  single  vote,  prompted  by  personal  spue,  or  at  any  rate 
without  just  conside>ation,  and  the  applicant  afterwards  moves  to 
another  Jurisdiction,  it  is  an  injustice  and  an  absurdity  to  deny 
bim  the  privilege  of  again  seeking  admission  into  our  Fraternity.*' 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  that  would,  prove  of  interest  and  in- 
structive, but  we  have  already  occupied  as  much  space  as  we 
should. 

DELAWARE — 86th  Annual,  October,  1892. 

Heldat  Wilmington,  with  M.-.  W.\  Nathaniel  F.  Wilds,  Grand 
Master,  and  Reprentatives  from  all  its  21  Lodges  present;  the  num- 
ber uf  members  being  1,840,  showing  an  increase  of  fifty-nine. 

The  Grand  Master  congratulated  the  Craft  upon  the  ''better 
financial  and  fraternal  condition  than  for  many  years." 

No  decisions  calling  for  a  report  were  made;  no  grievances  came 
up  for  redress,  and  uniformity  in  work  almost  assured.  This  is  a 
most  gratifyine  assurance  We  note  also  that  no  questions  of  mo- 
ment were  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  there  wa5  displayed 
no  disposition  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

The  Finances  are  in  fair  condition. 

During  the  year  this  Jurisdiction  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  by  death  of  its  valued  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  William  S.  Hayes, 
who  had  satisfactorily  filled  the  position  for  twenty  years.  Having 
so  recently  been  similarly  bereaved,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama 
knows  well  how  to,  and  does,  sincerely  sympathize  with  our  Breth- 
ren of  Delaware. 

The  business  transacted  was  purely  routine  in  its  character,  and 
was  readily  despatched. 

John  B.  Book,  Clayton,  G.  M. 

Benjamin  F.  Bartram,  Wilmington,  G.  Sec'y. 
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Bro.  L.  H.  Jackson  presented  the  review  of  sister  Jurisdictions 
and  made  a  curt  review  of  Alabama  for  1891,  among  the  others 
submitted  to  him. 

FLORIDA — 64TH  Annual,  January,  1893. 

This  pamphlet  opens  with  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the 
estimable  Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  DeWitt  C.  Daw- 
kins,  also  P.'.  G.*.  M.*.  which  occurred  on  October  5,  1892.  Grand 
Lodge  was  convened  and  paid  the  last  honors  to  his  memory. 

M.'.  W. '.  Angus  Patterson  presided  at  the  opening  of  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Annual  Communication,  and  speaks  of  the  Order  as  being 
in  a  very  healthful  and  flourishing  condition.  The  Crafl  numbers 
126  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  3,854,  and  a  gain  of  293. 

The  Grand  Master  glories  that  heretofore  the  Grand  Lodge  had 
no  home,  but  now  it  has  met  in  a  house  of  its  own,  and  congratu- 
lates the  Brethren  thereon. 

He  issued  Dispensations  for  ten  new  Lodges,  there  being  also  one* 
yet  continued  U.  D..  and  Charttrrs  were  issued  to  eight  of  these, 
while  two  were  continued  U.  D.,   one  having  in  some  way  become 
lost,  as  we  have  no  account  ot  but  these  ten. 

He  tells  us  what  he  knows  of  the  origin  of  the  representative  sys- 
tem, and  expresses  his  opinion  that  this  is  of  far  more  importance  to 
Masonry  than  the  maintenance  of  Committees  of  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, and  thinks  it  less  liable  to  produce  schism  among  the 
Grand  Lodges  than  the  latter,  notwithstanding  we  have  no  in- 
stance of  disruption  of  fraternal  relations,  or  even  of  friction  by  the 
latter,  while  three  or  four  such  cases  are  yet  staring  us  in  the  face 
from  the  former.     Here  is  what  he  says  of  its  origin: 

*'The  representative  system  is  said  to  have  originated  in  this  coun- 
try some  time  about  the  beginning  of  this  century,  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  and  was  not  universally  adopted.  X  think  it 
was  of  earlier  origin,  at  any  rate  it  is  one  of  the  l>est  systems  of  in- 
ternational intercourse,  better  than  foreign  Correspondence.  In  the 
latter  case  only  a  few  read  the  reports  on  correspondence,wliile  in  the 
former  all  can  see  the  living  Representative,  and  it  is  that  by  which 
the  whole  Fraternity  of  the  world  is  united  into  one  common 
Brotherhood." 
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DISTRICT   OF  COLUMBIA— 82ND  Annual,  Nov.,  1892. 

This  Jurisdiction  being  small  and  compact,  is  enabled  to  hold 
many  Communications,  during  the  year,  and  thus,  with  its  Semi-An- 
nual, Annual  and  Installation  Communications,  disposes  of  its 
business  with  great  deliberation  and  care. 

Grand  Master  Fred.  G.  Alexander  presided  over  the  Annual,  at 
which  the  Grand  Lecturer  reported  the  Lodgfes  to  be  "in  a  prosper- 
ous condition,"  and  "that  there  had  been  more  work  done  than  in 
any  previous  year." 

There  are  23  Lodges,  4,717  members,  the  gain  being  511.  . 

The  most  important  part  of  the  address  refers  to  the  greatly 
strained  relation  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Iowa,  be- 
cause of  the  position  taken  by  the  latter  in  demanding  the  recall 
of  the  former's  Representalive  because  not  agreeable  to  the  Grand 
Master,  without  assigning  any  reason  therefor.  We  hope,  however, 
that  there  will  be  no  serious  disturbance  of  the  fraternal  relations 
heretofore  existing  between  these  Grand  Bodies.  We  are,  however, 
very  much  of  Bro.  Parvin's  opinion,  that  "the  system  has  in  no  sin- 
gle instance  been  productive  of  any  good.  On  the  contrary,  great 
and  serious  evils  have  resulttd  from  it,  leading,  in  recent  years,  to 
the  strained,  and,  in  some  cases,  an  entire  severance,  of  the 
Iratemal  relations  between  sister  Grand  Lodges."  These  differ- 
ences are  becoming  too  frequent;  see  Indian  Territory  and  New 
York;  Ohio  and  Tennessee;  South  Carolina  and  others,  &c.,  &c. 
These  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  '*the  truth  is.  that  this  Grand  Rep- 
resentative System  is  of  doubtful  utility  any  way.  The  chief  merit 
seems  to  be  in  its  titles." 

L.  C.  Williamson,  Washington,  D.  C,  G.  M. 
William  H.  Singleton,  Washington,  D.  C,  G,  Sec'y. 

This  latter  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  as  he  has  done 
for  lo !  these  many  years.  It  is,  like  all  of  his  productions,  be- 
tokening of  care  and  intelligence  in  its  preparation.  The  review  of 
the  several  Proceedings  is  preceded  by  a  disquisition  on  the  Grand 
Representative  system,  showing  that  though  there  is  a  similarity 
between  this  and  the  appointment  of  civil  diplomatists,  yet  that 
there  also  exists  a  great  difference.  Whether  it  were  not  better  to 
abandon  the  sy.stem  that  have  occurrences  similar  to  those  that  have 
occurred  recently  between  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and  New  York  and 
Indian  Territory,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  and  Iowa,  is,  we  think,  the 
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question  of  the  moment.  The  evils  of  the  system  are  apparent,  the 
benefit,  atbest,  but  problematical. 

Alabama  for  1891,  is  found  in  the  review. 

Under  California  we  find  him,  thus  we  think,  correctly  expressing 
the  position,  when  he  says: 

**In  one  of  these  he  decided  that  a  Mason  who  resides  out  of  the 
State  cannot  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  California.  We  think  that  a 
Mai  on  should  have  the  right  to  any  Masonic  Home  which  he  may 
choose  to  select.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  did  not  sustain 
him." 

He  made  many  recommendations,  but  the  Grand  Lodges  did 
*'not  think  it  best  to  recommend  any  changes  at  this  time.*' 

The  Grand  Lod<e  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  the  Grand 
Lodge,  so  called,  organized  at  Worthington,  Ohio,  and  *'all  bodies 
subordinate  thereto,  clandestine,  irregular  and  unmasonic,"  and 
admonishing  all  of  its  subordinates  to  have  no  fraternal  intercourse 
with  them  or  any  of  them." 

An  oration  was  delivered  by  W.*.  Bro.  R.  H.  Weller.  D.  D., 
upon  the  dedication  of  the  Temple,  which  contains  many  extremely 
strikmg  and  interesting  passages.  From  it  we  extract,  however, 
but  this: 

* 'Safety  against  the  evils  which  afi'ect  the  organized  work  of  the 
world,  whether  physical  or  moral,  lies  in  fidelity  to  the  right  prin- 
ciples which  originated  the  organization.  These  must  be  ftxed 
and  its  members  must  be  true  to  them.  For  back  of  all  true  work 
of  guilds,  and  orders,  and  brotherhoods,  lies  individual  character — 
character  consistently  built  up  by  the  forming  hand  and  permea- 
ting spirit  which  belongs  to  it.  So  Masonry  will  be  to  the  social 
life,  just  what  its  members  make  it.  To  do  good  and  true  work 
that  will  stand  the  test  of  the  square  and  lead  and  plumb  of  the 
(jreat  Master,  its  members  should  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  its 
principles  and  actuated  by  its  spirit.     What  is  that  spirit  ?" 

Marcus  Endel,  Gainesville,  G.  M. 
Albert  J.  Russell,  lacksonville,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Grand  Secretary.  W.  A.  McLean,  made  no  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence, but  sent  this  apology  : 

*'Our  Brethren  of  other  lurisdictions  may  be  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  about  time  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  to  send  out  a  Re- 
port on  Foreign  Correspondence,  more  especially  as  it  was  omitted 
last  year,  and  it  may  be  that  a  failure  to  do  so  now  will  receive 
attention  b)r  way  of  comments  at  the  hands  of  the  various  Com- 
mittees of  sister  Jurisdictions  in  fraternal  intercourse  with  Florida, 
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and  doubtless  the  reason  for  this  will  appear  from  the  tact  that 
Florida,  as  a  state,  is  advancing:  more  rapidly  along  all  lines  of  ma- 
terial progress  now  than  at  any  time  in  its  history,  and  we  note 
with  pleasure  and  pardonable  pride,  that  Masonry  in  the  Land  of 
Flowers  is  in  the  front  ranks  of  advancement  and  prosperity,  but 
for  various  reasons  it  would  be  inexpedient  for  iis  at  the  present 
time  to  undertake  to  formulate  a  report,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
to  do  justice,  first,  to  ourselves,  and  secondly,  to  the  Fraternity  at 
large.  The  reason  for  this  will  be  readily  understood,  when  it  is 
known  that  we  havo  been  heavily  taxed  to  raise  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  the  erection  of  a  Masonic  Temple  ;  but  the  work  has 
been  accomplished,  the  Temple  has  been  completed,  and  we  can 
now  contemplate  it  as  an  object  of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever  In 
due  time,  however,  we  will  be  justified  in  enjoying  the  luxury  of 
dispensing  Masonic  Light  by  sending  forth  appropriate  reports, 
and  thereby  enjoy  the  blessed  privilege  of  giving  as  well  as  re- 
ceiving.** 

IDAHO — 25TH  Annual,  September,  1892. 

Twenty-five  Lodges,  with  942  members,  constitute  this  Grand 
Lodge.  Its  gain  during  the  year  was  Ho.  While  the  prosperity  of 
the  Craft  seems  sufficient,  yet  Grand  Master  John  H.  Meyer  de- 
plores the  l.\ck  of  uniformity  in  work.  The  growth  of  the  Order, 
nevertheless,  continues,  for  the  Grand  Master  issued  four  Dispensa- 
tions for  as  many  new  Lodges,  and  these,  with  one  other,  received 
Charters  at  this  Communication. 

The  condition  of  the  finances  is  very  satisfactory,  and  the  Orphan 
Fund  now  reaches  $19,000  Here,  then,  is  a  young  sister  of  only 
twenty-five  years,  with  this  fund,  while  so  many  very  much  older 
have  no  fund  at  all  This  is  the  proper  plan,  and  in  a  few  years 
mpre,  with  proper  care,  no  Masonic  orphan  will  suffer,  or  be  de- 
prived of  proper  education. 

Under  the  heading  of  "halls  burned,**  we  notice  the  loss  of  a 
valuable  one,  but  we  were  also  gratified  to  notice  that  this  Lodge 
bad  earned  a  good,  round  sum  in  insurance.  This  should  always 
be  the  case,  but  seldom  is. 

Our  Brethren  of  Idaho  are  puzzling  themselves  over  the  question, 
which  is  the  simon  pure,  symbolic  Grand  Lodge  in  Mexico,  and 
we  await  the  result.  Texas  thought  she  had  discovered  it  in  the 
Dieta.  when  lo,  not  one  only,  but  two,  or  even  three  others,  spring 
forward  to  claim  the  honor. 

The  business,  with  this  exception,  appears  to  have  been  entirely 
local  in  its  character,  and  but  little  of  that. 

Isaac  C.  Hattabaugh,  Moscow,  G.  M. 
J.  H.  Wickersham,  Boise  City,  G.  Sec*y. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  a  succinct  report,  in- 
cluding the  Proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1891. 

INDIANA — 72ND  Annual,  May,  1893. 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  by  M.\  W.-.  G  *.  M.*.  Sidney 
W.  Dou(i:Iass,  with  Representatives  from  45;^  Lodges  present.  The 
entire  number  of  Lodges  is  473,  and  the  membership  numbers 
26,266,  there  having  been  a  gain  of  890,  and  the  Grand  Master  tells 
us  that  the  financial  condition  is  improved,  and  that  the  numerical 
strength  has  been  considerably  increased. 

He  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the  papers  in  relation  to  the 
formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma,  which  met  the  entire 
approval  of  that  Body,  and  hearty  fraternal  greetings  were  extended 
to  it. 

Fi^e  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  the  work  exhibited  by  these  warranted  the  issuance  to 
them  of  Charters. 

We  think  that  the  three  Lodges,  which  had  been  selling  the  de- 
grees at  less  than  the  sum  required  by  the  Constitution,  got  off 
quite  easily  with  only  a  reprimand  from  the  Grand  Master,  with  the 
admonition  to  '*go,  and  sin  no  more.** 

The  Grand  Master  announced,  that  he  *'had  been  honored  by  an 
appointment  as  the  Grand  Representative  of  Ireland,  near  this 
Grand  Lodge,**  and  con-iointly  adds: 

*'Our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  of  Iowa  and  Pennsylvania,  have  de- 
cided, that  the  sjrstem  of  Grand  Representatives  is  productive  of 
no  good  to  the  Craft  in  general ;  but  on  the  contrary,  often  of  harm, 
and  have  consequently  withdrawn  their  Representatives.  Con- 
sidering the  matter  in  its  different  lights,  I  feel  disposed  to  agree 
with  them,  and  believe  that  all  official  correspondence,  between  the 
Grand  Turisdictions.  should  be  carried  on  directly  between  the 
Grand  Masters  or  Grand  Secretaries." 

Now.  we  don*t  exactly  see  how  our  Irish  Brethren  will  take  this, 
though  we  hardly  think  the  Committee  very  much  bettered  the 
condition  by  adding : 

"The  appointment  of  Grand  Representative  is  an  honor  be- 
stowed on  worthy  members  uf  the  Craft,  and  carries  with  it  no 
duties  which  can,  in  any  manner,  embroil  the  Grand  Lodge  with 
other  Jurisdictions,  or  which  prevents  the  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  Secretary  from  conducting  its  official  correspondence*" 
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At  any  rate,  the  value  of  a  Grand  Representative  in  Indiana  is 
made  fully  apparent. 

It  issurprisinK  how  constantly  the  question,  tu  which  this  is  an 
answer,  recurs,  yet  almost  every  year  one  or  more  Grand  Masters 
are  troubled  withlt.  In  the  following  the  proper  position  is  clearly 
iated  : 


"A  Lodge  can  not  resolve  itself  into  a  collecting  agency ;  nor  can 
one  Brother  expe^-t  the  Lodge  to  expel  a  Brother  lor  not  paying  a 
debt,  unless  fraud  can  be  proven  in  the  case." 


The  rule  in  regard  to  restoration,  when  one  has  been  suspended 
fornon-payment  of  dues,  seems  to  have  been  the  same  as  ours, 
but  the  Grand  Lodge  has  thought  it  well  to  put  a  limit  to  the  time, 
whenever  one  can,  by  his  own  act,  restore  himself  to  membership 
This,  we  think,  is  correct,  and  conducive  of  the  interests  of  the 
Order.    The  rule  adopted,  reads  thus : 

■'Section  125.  The  payment  of  all  dues  for  which  a  Brother  was 
suspended,  will  restore  him  to  the  rights  and  privileges  he  enjoyed. 

Prai-idai,  Said  dues  are  paid  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  said 
suspension.  But  to  restore  to  the  condition  ofa  non-affiliated  Ma- 
son, a  member  who  has  been  expelled  oi  suspended  for  any  cause, 
shall  require  the  payment  of  all  dues  with  which  a  member  may  b« 
charged,  and  require  a  majority  voti?  upon  a  petition  for  restoration 
received  at  a  previous  stated  meeting,  and  reported  upon  by  a 
Committee  of  Investigation." 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  is,  ot  course,  from  the  pen  of 
M.-.  VV.'.  Bro  Thomas  B.  Long,  P.-.  G.'.M..,  and  is  such  as  only  he 
can  produce  -  fluent,  chaste,  instructive  and  wonderfully  entertain- 
ing. Alabama,  for  18!)2,  linds  its  accustomed  place,  and  receives 
full  and  fraternal  notice.  We  cannot  infer  what  are  his  views  in  re- 
lation to  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  Resolutions  look- 
ing to  a  sort  of  General  Committee  on  Work,  although  be  copies 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject,  but  without  comment. 

We  are  gratilied  to  find  him  so  forcibly  contending  against  the 
right  ofa  visitor  to  demand  the  inspection  of  the  Charter,  yet  our 
Grand  Lodge  lakes  the  other  side. 

We  fear  his  faith,  in  the  origin  or  durability  of  the  Gran  Dieta 
Symbolica  of  Mexico,  and  with  so  many  diverse  claimants  for  the 
honor,  it  will,  perhaps,  be  well  to  await  further  developments.  We 
hope,  yet  fear. 

We  find  him  saying,  "it  is  singular  to  find  a  Grand  Master  an- 
nouncing, that  where  a  Charter  of  a  defunct  Lodge  is  restored  to 
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it,  that  it  revives  only  those  applying  for  it,  while  all   the  other 
members  remain  unaffiliated  Masons/'  and  so  it  appears  to  us. 
The  whole  Report  is  good,   but  we  must  part  with  it. 

INDIAN   TERRITORY— iQTH   Annual,  February,  1893. 

Bro.  Leo  Edmond  Bennett,  M.-.  W.'.G.'.M.*. presided  over  this  As- 
sembly, at  which  there  were  thirty-five  Lodges  represented.  There 
are  49  Lodges  within  this  Jurisdiction,  with  a  membership  of  1,765, 
the  growth  in  which  during  the  year  was  25. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  he  had  granted  Dispensations 
for  three  new  Lodges,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  thought  them  worthy 
of  Charters. 

The  Grand  Master  presided  at  a  Convention  held  under 
authority  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  whose  territory  it  was,  at  Oklahoma 
City,  which  was  composed  of  delegates  from  all  the  Lodges  within 
the  Territory  of  Oklahoma,  and  which  unanimously  decided  to  or- 
ganize a  Grand  Lodge  for  this  Territory.  This  was  done,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory,  at  this  Communication,  resolved 
to  present  her  little  bantling  with  a  complete  set  of  jewels,  as  a 
birth-day  gift.  We  expect,  therefore,  to  hear  this  young'un  knock- 
ing at  the  door  for  recognition  so  well  merited. 
From  these  proceedings  we  learn  that  the  M.'.W. '.Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  h?s  determined  to  withdraw  all  her  Representatives, 
as,  in  her  opinion,  the  system  "has  become  superfluous  and  unnec- 
essary, *  *  and  practically  subserves  no  recognized  Ma.sonic  ad- 
vantages." 

An  admirable  address  on  the  "Freedom  of  Thought  and  Its  Ad- 
vantages," was  delivered  by  the  Grand  Orator,  Rev.  Bro.  R.  W. 
Hill. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  fully  recognized  and  wel- 
comed into  the  sisterhood  of  Grand  Lodges. 

Andrew  Hardy,  Ardmore,  G.  M. 
loseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,  G.  Sec'y. 

In  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  Bro.  Murrow,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  Rev.  Bro.  R.  W.  Hill  made  the 
report,  but  up  to  the  15th  of  January,  had  not  received  the  Proceed- 
ings from  Alabama.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  change  in  our 
Grand  Secretary. 

In  consequence  of  this  Report  following  its  predecessor  in  the  short 
space  of  six  months,  th  are  were  but  about  one-half  Ithe  number  of 
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Proceedings  to  review,  bul  this  is  done  in  a  styl-i  both  fluent  and 
agreeable.  His  conclusion  breathed  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  and 
might  with  proht  be  copied  here,  but  that  we  are  exceedingly  de- 
sirous ot  making  this  Report  as  short  as  may  be  consistent  with 
clearness. 

IOWA — 50TH  Annual,  June,  1893. 

The  style  of  this  pamphlet,  whether  we  consider  its  get-up  or  ar- 
rangement, or  the  substance  of  it,  cannot  readily  be  surpassed. 
Bro.  Parvin  knows  and  knowing  does.  Bro.  Ralph  Gurley  Phelps, 
M  *.  W.'.  Grand  Master,  presided.  The  number  of  the  I^odges  is  461, 
and  411  of  those  were  represented  at  this  Communication.  The 
membership  numbers  23,737,  and  the  net  gain  was  Hll. 

We  have  rarely  met  with  an  address  so  complete  as  that  of  the 
Grand  Master,  and  we  think  he  is  right  when  he  supposes  that  the 
neglect  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  in  collecting  dues,  is  a  po- 
tent reason  for  so  many  unaffiliated  Masons.  The  tendency  to  be- 
come such,  he  thinks,  might  be  diminished,  if  in  conjunction  with 
the  Secretary's  strict  performance  of  his  duty,  the  Grand  Lodge 
would  so  alter  the  law  in  relation  to  demits  as  to  allow  them  to  be 
unconditional  only  when  the  applicant  is  removing  from  the  Juris- 
diction; in  short,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  would  adopt  some  plan  simi- 
lar to  that  prevailing  in  New  York,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted 
and  acted  on  his  suggestion. 

He  dwells  at  some  length  upon  the  propriety,  almost  necessity, 
of  a  Lodge  having  its  property  insured,  and  shows  by  nine  cases 
occurring  during  the  year,  the  great  advantage  of  insuring.  Those 
not  insuring  appealed  to  the  Fraternity  for  help,  and  they  received 
from  this  source  lesnthanone-half  their  loss.  Whenever  a  Lodge  loses 
its  hall  by  6re,an  appeal  is  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to  remit  its  dues 
at  least,  and  when  this  is  done,  as  is  usual,  a  great  wrong  and  injus- 
tice is  done  to  those  Lodges  who.  not  only  pay  their  dues  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  but  keep  up  full  insurance  on  their  property.  He 
then  makes  the  following  suggestion: 

**I  believe  that  all  Lodges  should  be  allowed  to  insure  their  own 
Lod^e  property,  and  on  such  terms  as  may  seem  fit  to  them.  But 
they  should  insure,  and  means  be  taken  to  see  that  this  duty 
is  performed;  and  when  this  duty  is  neglected,  then  the 
congregated  Lodges  throughout  the  State — ttie  Grand  Lodge — 
should  cause  it  to  be  done  for  a  fair  proportion  of  the  value  of  the 
property  they  may  soon  be  called  on  to  restore  by  way  of  Masonic 
charitv.  This  fee  should  be  added  to  the  annual  dues  collected 
from  the  Lodge  whose  property  is  so  insured." 
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The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  home,  or  at 
least  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  to  gather  facts  and  wants 
among  ^be  Lodges  of  the  State,  with  information  gathered  from 
this  and  other  Jurisdictions,  and  present  the  result  in  all  its  bearings 
for  your  intelligent  consideration. 

This  was  done. 

Ei(i:ht  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  granted  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  to  these  the  Grand  Lodge  ordered  warrants  to  be 
issued. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  Grand  Master  Phelps,  of  the  value  of 
Grand  Representatives: 

"Some  Brother  in  a  distant  Jurisdiction  is  notified  of  his  appoint- 
ment and  receives  an  official  letter.  If  he  be  mindful  of  the  small 
courtesies  of  life,  he  replies,  stating  the  deep  sense  of  obligation 
he  is  under  for  the  honor  bestowed,  and  then  his  duty  ceases  for- 
ever. His  name  is  put  in  alphabetical  order  in  the  yearly  proceed- 
ings of  the  Jurisdiction  appointing  him,  perhaps  in  that  of  the  Grand 
Lodee,  to  which  he  is  accredited,  and  in  this  capacity  he  is  heard  of 
no  more,  unless,  perhaps,  in  some  quarrel  which  his  office  has 
occasioned.** 

The  Grand  Secretary *s  Report  contains  the  announcement  that 
Bro.  Parvin  retires  from  the  position  of  Reviewer,  or  writer  of  the 
Fraternal  Review,  after  4H  years  of  experience.  His  loss  will  be 
felt,  for  although  one  could  not  always  think  him  right,  yet  one  was 
convinced  that  he  thought  himself  right,  and  admired  his 
consistency.  We  part  regretfully,  but  still,  satisfied  that  he  has 
merited  rest  for  which  he  doubtless  craves.  In  this  announcement 
he  speaks  of  these  reports  as  the  "salt  of  the  published  annals,'* 
and  has  having  "done  more  than  all  else  to  solidify  the  Masonic  In- 
stitutions.*' It  also  contains  an  eulogy  on  our  esteemed  and  lament- 
ed Bro.  Myles  J.  Greene. 

The  library  of  this  Grand  Lod^e  is  a  big  thing,  and  growing  big- 
ger— Bro.  Parvin's  pet;  and  most  worthy  of  all  his  care — it  is  muse- 
um and  library  combined. 

The  invitation  to  the  Fraternal  Congress  at  Chicago  was  heartily 
accepted,  and  delegates  authorized  and  appointed.  "Said  delega- 
tion shall  be  without  expense  to  this  Grand  Lodge.** 

An  effort  was  made  to  repeal  al*  edicts  against  Cerneauism, 
which,  however,  was  lost  by  a  very  large  majority;  the  vote  be- 
ing by  yea  and  nay.  This,  we  suppo.se,  will  quiet  this  disturbing 
element,  and  we  hope  to  hear  no  more  of  it  in  that  lurisdiction. 
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The  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  South 
Australia,  Victoria  Tasmania,  and  also  Oklahoma,  were  duly  rec- 
ognized and  greeted. 

Liberty  Eaton  Friloivs,  Lansing,  G.  M. 

Theo.  S.  Parvin,  Cedar  Rapids,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro-  J  C.  W.  Coxe  appears  as  Fraternal  Correspondent  in  lieu  of 
our  esteemed  friend  and  Bro.  Parvin.  He  makes  his  bow  gracefully 
and  bespeaks  charitable  consideration  most  needle^^sly.  for  it  is 
plain  he  knows  the  use  of  the  "grey  goose  quill."  The  entire  report 
is  written  in  a  pleasant  style  and  fluent,  and  invites  perusal. 

KANSAS — 37TH  Annual,  February,  1893. 

This  Grand  l..odKe  comprises  351  Lodges,  working  under  Char 
ters,  of  which  350  made  their  returns  and  paid  their  dues.  There 
are 20,021  members,  and  the  gain  ouring  the  year  was  l,46K.  the 
average  membership  being  about  60.  In  ihe  Report  we  find,  that 
no  less  than  228  were  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  Why 
should  this  be?  Is  it  possible  ihat  so  targe  a  number  could  not 
pay  in  this  thriving  State,  or  are  we  to  suppose,  that  so  many,  a''ter 
teceiving  the  degrees,  saw  no  beauty,  or,  perhaps,  personal  benefit, 
and  so  allowed  themselves  to  be  marked  as  the  drones  in  the 
great  hive  ?  Stilt  new  Lodges  art-  springing  into  existence,  no  less 
than  seven  having  worked  under  Dispensation  and  been  Chartered 
at  this  Communication. 

Over  this  large  body  of  Masons,  M.'.  \V,-.  Bro.  David  B.  Fuller. 
Grand  Master,  presided,  opening  the  Communication  on  February 
I5th.  Our  Grand  Lodge  seems  not  to  have  a  Representative 
there.     Why  so? 

Many  Disoensalions  for  conferring  the  degrees  out  ol  time  were 
granted,  but  the  Grand  Master  also  informs  us  that  "Dispensations 
refused  for  the  above  purpose  are  loo  numerous  to  mention." 

Many  corner  stones  were  laid,  with  the  appropriate  and  accus- 
tomed ceremonies,  and  the  Grand  Master  paid  ol^dal  visits  to  about 
fifty  of  the  Lodges.  In  these  visits,  discovering  that  some  difler- 
ences  of  opinion  existed,  as  to  portions  of  the  work,  the  Grand 
Master  called  special  attention  to  this  fact,  and  recommended  that 
such  parts  be  reduced  to  cypher,   as   other  parts  had  been.     O, 

lemfont .'  <7,  mores  .' 

Among  the  decisions,  the  first  is  that  "siispension  for  any  ofleose 
is  always  indefinite."     Now,  IMackay  says:     "Suspension  may  be 
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definite,  or  indefinite,  in  the  period  of  its  duration  */'  so,  also, 
Simons,  Lock  wood.  Chase,  et  ah.  We  are,  however,  pleased  to 
find  that  this  Grand  Lodge  requires,  as  does  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Alabama,  that  before  a  candidate,  who  has  received  any  of 
the  degrees,  can  be  advanced,  he  must  **exhibit  suitable  profi- 
ciency in  the  preceding  degree  in  Open  Lodge.** 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  authorization  of  District 
Deputies  to  lighten  the  labors  of  the  Grand  Master,  but  nothing 
was  done  in  the  matter. 

The  Rev.  Bro.  J.  W.  Wright  delivered  an  eloquent  and  stirring 
Address  upon  '*Masonry,  its  Tenets  and  Ministry.*' 

The  Committee  previously  appointed,  having  received  from  the 
various  Masonic  Bodies  pledges  for  more  than  (15,00(),  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  Home,  submitted  a  plan,  and  with  it  rec- 
ommended the  increase  of  dues  per  capita,  by  one  dollar,  to  be 
paid  as  collected  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Home,  all  of  which  was 
"adopted,'  with  but  one  dissenting  vote."  The  Grand  Lodge 
then  made  the  special  assessment  of  a  dollar,  to  be  continued  for 
five  years,  without  increase  in  membership.  The  sum  so  realized 
will,  in  the  time  mentioned,  probably  reach  $120,000. 

The  Masonic  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Chicago,  was  approved, 
and  delegates  appointed. 

William  D.  Thompson,  Minneapolis,  G.  M. 
John  H.  Brown,  Kansas  City.  G.  Sec'y^ 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  from  the  fertile  pen 
of  M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Brown,  who  has  thus  contributed  his  twentieth 
Report  to  the  literature  of  Masonry.  He  quotes,  approvingly,  from 
the  address  of  Grand  Master  Morrow,  in  1H9L  He  thus  comments 
on  a  ruling  of  Grand  Master  Morrow.    No.  \\\  is  as  follows  : 

**1.S.  An  Entered  Apprentice,  or  Fellow  Craft,  who  has  received 
the  degree,  or  degrees,  in  a  .Subordinate  Lodge  under  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  afterwards  removes  to  another  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
and  acquires  residence,  cannot  be  advanced  in  the  Lodge  which 
conferred  the  degree,  or  degrees,  without  the  consent  of  the  latter 
Grand  Jurisdiction. 

'We  have  never  so  understood  the  law  ;  yet  we  arenot  prepared 
to  dispute  the  correctness  of  the  ruling.  However,  we  are  very 
much  inclined  to  hold  with  Bro.  vVait,  of  New  Hamphshire,  that  a 
"Lodge,  having  once  commenced  the  work  by  conferring  a  degree, 
ought  to  be  held  to  have  the  right  to  complete  that  work  by  ad- 
vancing the  candidate  to  the  subsequent  degrees,  regardless  of  any 
residence  he  may  afterwards  acquire." 


He  pays  a  very  short,  cut  eloquent,  tribute  to  our  lamented 
Grand  Secretary  and  Past  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Myles,  J.  Greene,  as 
follows : 

"In  the  Southeast,  another  light  in  the  East  has  gone  out. 
This  man  wasted  away.  His  devotion  and  attachment  to  the  ({''aid 
principles  or  our  Order,  and  his  faithful  performance  of  every  ducy 
required,  is  well  known  to  the  Brethren  of  Alabama." 

How  well  he  expresses  ihe  fallacy  ofthe  usually  accepted  opinion, 
that  "rotaiion  in  office"  should  be  the  rule  in  Lodges,  or  even  in 
Grand  Lodges,  in  the  following  language  under  Arizona ; 

"We  are  not  prepared  to  endorsij  entirely  Ihe  views  so  ably  ex- 
pressed by  the  Grand  Master,  touching  the  question  of  rotation  in 
office.  We  have  never  looked  upon  such  a  precedent  with  favor, 
for  the  reason  it  seemed  to  be  fraught  with  more  evil  than  good 
consequences.  The  simple  fact  that  a  Brother  has  served  as  a 
Warden  is  not,  according  to  our  views,  sufficient  reason  to  entitle 
him  to  advancement.  During  our  thirty  years  of  official  life  in  our 
Masonic  Institution,  we  have  known  morn  than  one  Brother  who 
served  tairly  well  in  that  capacity,  but,  unfortunately,  when  he  was 
advanced  to  the  East,  he  proved  an  utter  failure.  He  lacked  the 
requisite  qualification  of  a  presidine  officer,  and  was  unable  to  con- 
fer the  degrees  in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself.  We  do  not 
believe  it  is  safe  to  advance  any  Brother  from  an  inferior  office  lo  a 
higher  vrade  unless  he  has  proved  by  his  industry  and  zeal  for  the 
Institution  that  he  possesses  the  necessary  qualifications  to  preside 
over  the  Sons  of  Light 

Ii  may  be  possible  that  we  have  placed  the  standard  too  high; 
we  think  not.  Give  us  such  Masters,  and  success  is  assured. 
There  will  be  no  occasion  for  Tylers  to  get  out  and  drum  up 
enough  to  make  a  lawful  quorum  to  open  the  Lodge  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  Ttie  evil  eftecu  of  having  incompetent  officers 
is  fell  in  all  tiranches  ol  Masonry,  and  no  observing  Brother  will 
deny  it;  therefore  let  us  see  to  it  thai  none  but  the  very  best  ma- 
terial in  the  Lodge  is  slatted  on  the  way.  As  the  Grand  Master 
says :  'Start  with  a  good  Junior  Warden,  and  if  he  does  not  prove 
to  be  the  right  sort  of  material,  drop  liim  and  try  another,  and  so 

KENTUCKV— 93D  Annual,  Octoker,  1891. 

James  Andrew  McKenzie,  M..  W..  G..  M.'.,  opened  in  ample 
form  this  Commuoication,  with  representatives  from  ilii  Lodges 
present.  The  Jurisdiction  embraces  4-32  Lodges,  with  a  membership 
of— tabular  statement  not  footed  up,  but  liiought  to  be  between  sev- 
enteen and  eighteen  thousand  —  the  net  gain  is  reported  at  741. 
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The  Grand  Master  says.  **I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  Ma- 
sonry in  this  Jurisdiction  is  fairly  prosperous."  He  recommends 
some  effort  be  made  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  work,  and  a  plan 
was  adopted  by  which  the  same  is  to  be  effected. 

Some  little  friction  occurred  between  this  Grand  Lodg^e  and  that 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of  a  Lodj^e  of  this  Jurisdiction 
having  received  the  petition  of,  and  confeired  the  degrees  on,  one 
who  had  been  rejected  by  a  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  The  position 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania  is,  that  an  applicant  for  initi- 
ation and  membership  once  rejected  by  a  Lodge,  is  forever  debarred 
from  applying  elsewhere,  without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  which 
rejected  him.**  That  of  Kentucky,  "That  while  Pennsylvania 
Grand  Lodge  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  enforce  such  a  regula- 
tion within  its  own  Jurisdiction,  it  cannot  have  any  extra  territorial 
force,nor  control  the  action  of  the  Masonic  Lodges  in  other  States.** 
This  position  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky. 

We  have  heretofore  thought  that  the  success  of  the  Home  was 
by  no  means  assured,  but  since  we  have  seen  the  action  of  the  great 
body  of  Masons  in  Kentucky,  when  voting  on  the  question  of  an  in- 
crease of  dues,  to  be  devoted  to  the  Home,  and  the  immense  ma- 
jority of  both  Lodges  and  membership  in  its  favor,  we  no  longer 
doubt.  This  last  act  establishes  the  Home  for  all  time,  without  per- 
adventure.  We  presume  that  now  its  usefulness  will  know  no  limit, 
and  that  its  two  hundred  inmates  may  now  be  doubled,  and  no 
doubts  be  entertained  for  the  future.  This  is  a  noble  work — nobly 
originated,  and  nobly  conducted,  and  now  we  are  ready  to  sing 
pagans,  and  if  our  Brethren  of  Alabama  will  vote  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, demonstrating  that  they  are  willing  to  dig  into  their  pockets, 
as  well  as  ^'resolute*'  for  a  Home,  we  will  become  as  enthusiastic  as 
we  have  been  desirous. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  to  insure  prompt  returns,  recommended  a 
rebate  to  each  Lodge  so  doing,  but  the  Finance  Committee  did 
not  so  see  the  necessity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  received  fraternal  greeting. 

The  following  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge: 

"Art.  XL,  Sec.  19.  When  the  Master  and  Senior  and  Junior  War- 
dens are  absent  from  their  Lodge  at  any  regular  stated  meeting,  the 
Lodge  can  be  opened  and  the  business  transacted  by  the  Innior 
Past  Master  present  of  said  Lodge." 
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Charters  were  granted  to  eleven  new  Lodges,  while  two  others 
were  continued  U.  D. 

J.  Speed  Smith,  Richmond.  G  M. 
H.  B.  Grant,  Louisville,  G.  Sec'y. 

R.*.  W.*.  Bro  James  W.  Staten  again  made  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence. With  him  we  have  been  familiar  now  these  many  years, 
and  we  deeply  regret  that  for  a  season  at  least  we  shall  hear  no  more 
from  him.  He  was  the  Grand  Senior  Warden  at  this  (Communica- 
tion, and  was  made  D.*.  G.'.  Master;  hence,  like  our  friend  James, 
he  retires  from  the  quill  and  hopes  to  assume  the  gavel.  "So  mote 
it  be."     What  will  be  his  gain  becomes  our  loss. 

Alabama,  for  1891,  finds  its  usual  place,  and  meets  with  fiaternal 
recognition. 

We  agree  about  the  Grand  Lodge  having  gone  to  *'extra  trouble" 
in  pursuing  the  course  she  did,  but  we  show  you  how  our  action  is 
regarded  in  some  other  parts: 

*'There  seems  to  have  been  some  trouble  in  the  camp,  or  else, 
going  upon  the  old  adage,that'a  stitch  in  time  saves  nine, 'on  account 
of  drunkenness,  for  the  Grand  Lodge  passed  a  resolution  defining 
temperance  as  a  cardinal  virtue,  and  providing  that  any  delegate  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  found  drunk  while  in  attendance  at  same,  should 
be  publi'Tly  reprimanded,  and  then  reported  to  his  Lodge  for  trial. 
It  seems  to  us  that  it  is  a  good  deal  ot  extra  trouble.  The  Grand 
Lodge  has  the  power  to  expel  him,  not  only  from  membership  in 
the  Grand  Lodge, but  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonrjr. 
There  are  divers  instances  on  record  to  sustam  that  proposi- 
tion. One  we  especially  remember  as  transpiring  in  Indiana  only  a 
few  years  ago." 

We  give  another  extract  from  his  report  of  Alabama: 

**The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported,  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
adopted  the  report,  that  a  visitor  had  a  right  to  demand  to  see  the 
Charter  of  the  Lodge  before  submitting  to  examination.  As  well 
have  the  Committee  of  Examination  the  right  to  demand  a  Diploma 
or  other  written  evidences  of  identity.  Visitors  have  no  rights  or 
privileges  superior  to  those  of  a  Lodge.  We  would  inquire  of  the 
learned  Committee,  how  many  visitors  would  know  a  genuine 
Charter  from  a  spurious  one?  It  is  simply  nonsense  to  enunciate 
any  such  doctrine." 

We  bad  some  few  thoughts  to  jot  down,  but  finding  our  Brother 
wondetfully  amiable,  we  concluded  that  the  world  would  not  lose 
much  if  they  never  received  them,  and  so  bid  both  him  and  the 
reader  good  night. 
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LOUISIANA — 8isT  Annual,  February,  1893. 

The  frontispiece  to  the^e  proceeding's  is  a  fine  steel  engraving, 
representing  G.v  M.*.  Charles  F.  Buck,  who  so  well  deserves  such 
distinction.  This  is  accompanied  by  a  short  sketch  of  his  life, 
showing  him  to  be  a  man  of  no  ordinary  material.  A  special  Com- 
munication was  held  on  the  24th  of  June,  1892,  for  the  purpose  of 
dedicating  the  new  Temple  to  Masonry.  At  this,  Bro.  Albert  G. 
Brice  delivered  an  oration  on  the  great  age  of  Masonry,  its  teach- 
ings and  influence  for  good,  which  was  unique  in  its  character, 
easy  in  style,  exceedingly  instructive,  and,  perchance,  ihe  most 
interesting  it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  meet  with.  At  the  Annual. 
Bro  Brice  was  made  D.*.  G.'.  M'.,a  distinction  most  assuredly 
well  merited. 

The  Annual  was  opened  by  Bro.  Geo.  H  Packwood,  D*.  G.'.M.*., 
because  of  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master,  H.  F.  Buck,  on  account 
of  sickness.     His  address  was,  however,  read. 

Five  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued  during  the  year, 
and  eight  were  Chartered  at  this  C'ommunication. 

There  are  118  Chartered  Lodges,  ell  of  which  made  their  returns. 
The  membership  numbers  4  613,  with  a  net  increase  of  341. 

Well  does  the  Grand  Master  observe  that  "Masonry  inculcates 
great  truths  and  aims  to  apply  them  to  the  development  of  the  in- 
dividual and  the  happiness  of  the  race.  Wise,  exalted  and  profound 
as  its  teachings  are.  they  should  be  assumed  with  earnestness  and 
conferred  with  dignity." 

In  Louisiana,  where  any  Lodge  becomes  extinct  by  surrender,  or 
forfeiture  of  Charter,  each  member  was  compelled  to  pay  his  pro- 
portion of  any  indebtedness  of  the  Lodge  in  order  to  obtain  the 
certificate  of  good  standing  from  the  Grand  Secretary,  but  at 
this  Communicatianit  was 

''Resohcd^  That  upon  the  payment  of|5.0(),  or,  if  his  indebtedness 
be  less,  the  amount  of  his  indebtedness,  any  Brother  borne  on  the 
roll  of  an  extinct  Lodge  at  the  time  of  forfeiture  or  surrender  of 
Charter,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  good  standing,  after  the 
approval  of  the  Grand  Master." 

The  Grand  Master  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  "Board  of  Trus- 
tees for  a  prospective  Masonic  Home." 

Geo.  W.  Bolton,  Pineville,  G.  M. 
Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,  G.  Sec'y. 


M.-.  W.-.  Bro.J  Q.  A.  Fellows,  P.'.  G.-,  M..,  again  presented 
one  of  his  unique  and  excellent  reports  on  Correspondence. 
From  it  we  extract  for  your  inrormaiion: 

"Prior  lo  IHUO.  Bros.  Pike  and  Mackey  coniended  forthe  riKht  of 
control  of  Supreme  Councils,  but  had  waiffd  the  right  Cor  ihe  sake 
of  harmony,  whtrr  Grand  J.odges  existed.  Bros.  Perkins,  Barnelt 
and  Risk,  all  S-Sds,  and  myself  took  up  the  controversy,  and  held 
they  had  no  ri^htto  disclaim,  and  quite  an  extensive  correspond- 
ence took  place  on  that  question  without,  however,  then  arriving 
at  an  agreement.  Bro.  Pike,  however,  was  ol  that  character  of 
mind  that  he  sifted  to  the  bottom  every  controverted  question,  and 
when  he  found  the  truth,  always  staled  It  as  he  found  it,  and  ac- 
knowledged his  mistakes,  huch  was  the  case  with  this  question. 
With  his  nabitual  exhaustive  research,  hn  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  Supreme  Councils  never  had  any  jurisdiction  or  right  of  con- 
trol over  Ihe  three  degrees,  and  so  announced  it  in  the  Supreme 
Council  in  18TT,  in  the  presence  of  Bro.  Lirummond,  the  then 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction.  Since  that  dale, 
now  over  hftcen  years,  no  one  has  ever  claimed,  in  ttiis  country, 
the  right  even  to  disclaim." 

Years  since,  when  Masonry  was  in  its  most  depressed  condition 
here  and  elsewhere,  we  uttered  sentimenU  similar  to  those  cop- 
ied below,  and  we  are  pleased  to  find  so  distinguished  a  Mason 
at  once  with  us  on  the  subject: 

"The  sudden  rise  in  recent  jears  of  many  secret  and  semi. secret  so- 
cieties, and  their  existence  with  a  large  membership,  have  sensibly 
Ctiecked  the  growth  ofthe  Masonic  Institution,  and  materially  affect- 
ed its  prosperity,  Theeffect  of  these  upon  Masonry  have  been 
deleterious  in  several  ways,  but  chiefly  in  two,  which  the  present 
seems  to  be  a  titling  time  to  tiresent  lo  Ihe  consideration  of  our 
Ffiternity.  The  first — preventing  a  healthy  increase  of  member- 
ship— has,  it  seems,  reached  the  culmination,  and  a  return  of  our 
grospeiily  in  this  regard  no  longer  should  ^Ive  us  much  concern, 
ut  the  second  stilt  remains,  and.  Indeed,  without  our  utmost  care, 
has  but  Just  begun  lo  show  ils  deleterious  influence  upon  the  future 
of  our  Order;  that  is,  Ihi  dangtr  of  tngrtiftiHg  upon — ir  infusing  into — 
the  ptiniipUi  of  tttte  Frci  Masonry,  wrong  idtas  of  Ike  /nililiilion.  In- 
deed, we  have  for  some  lime  past,  seen  this,  unless  checked,  fatal 
tendency 

All  these  institutions — organizations-~are  based  upon  the  mutual 
benefit  idea,  have  incorporated  in  them,  every  one,  this  feature. 
They  all  have  a  secret  form  of  organization,  calculated  to  attract 
men  by  an  appeal  lothe  natural  curiosityof  man,  as  many  are  more 
or  less  attracted  by  the  Masonic  Institution,  with  all  the  high 
soundingtitles  which  the  imaginative  mind  could  suggest.  But  the 
main  inducement  held  out  by  these  origan izations  to  the  uninitiated 
b  the  feature,  presented  in  various  forms,  that   by  the  payment  of 
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certain  monthly  or  quarterly  sums,  called  dues,  or  assessments,  a 
certain  fixed  sum  per  week  should  be  paid  each  member  in  case  of 
sickness,  or  a  sunt  of  less  or  greater  amount  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased  in  case  of  death.  A  calculation,  evtn  casual,  clearly 
shows  that  the  amount  promised  was  far  in  excess  of  the  premium, 
called  dues,  paid  in.  Hence  many,  in  the  hope  of  gettmg  much 
for  little,  have  been  induced  to  join  these  various  organizations. 
They  become  health  and  life  insurance  societies  at  a  very  much 
less  premium  than  were  offered  by  life  insurance  companies, 
whose  premiums  were  based  on  carefully  prepared  tables  of  mor- 
tality, protected  by  careful  medical  examinations.  A  careful  exam- 
ination would  have  shown  that  as  soon  as  the  ordinary  rate  of  death 
or  sickness  should  begin  to  happen,  say  in  the  course  of  five  or  ten 
years,  there  would  be  no  funds  to  pay  out,  and  all  who,  at  the  end 
of  such  term,  remained  members,  would  be  left  with  an  empty  bag 
to  hold.  Indeed,  the  head  man  of  one  of  the  organizations  in  this 
city,  once  stated,  that  at  least  ninety  per  cent  of  the  entire  member- 
ship would  drop  out  of  their  own  accord,  or  have  their  membership 
forfeited  by  non-payment  of  dues,  or  assessments,  and  that  in  this 
way  the  other  ten  per  cent,  would  have  a  ( ertainty  of  having  their 
poMcies  paid  in  full.  It  is  this  plan  of  getting  from  others  what  you 
contributed  only  in  part  yourself,  that  keeps  the.se  organizations 
alive  The  idea  of  contributing  a  smalt  sum  at  stated  times  for  a 
short  period,  say  five  or  seven  years,  or  less,  and  then  getting  a  large 
sum,  was  the  ba  is  of  the  marriage  associations — of  short  life — of 
the  Iron  Hall,  now  in  a  state  of  collapse,  and.  indeed,  in  some  form 
or  other,  with  variations  to  catch  the  fancy,  it  is  the  basis  of  all  these 
benefit  associations,  and  which,  it  is  safe  to  say,  will  all  share  the 
.same  fate  as  the  two  mentioned.     And  this  is  as  it  should  be. 

The  whole  scheme,  of  each  and  all,  is  based  on  false  premises. 
It  engenders  false  ideas  of  life  and  business.  It  inculcates  wrong 
principles,  and  leads  men  into  erroneous  habits  of  life.  There  is 
nothing  ot  benevoknce,or  charity,  or  Brotherly  Love  aboutit.lt  is  an 
attempt  to  get  from  another,  by  indirection,  without  a  quid  pro  quo. 
It  is  near  akin  to  gambling.  It  is  not  an  incentive  to  good  morals 
or  right  living.  Being  all  this,  all  these  institutions  must  sooner  or 
later  come  to  an  end,  as  founded  on  wrong  ideas  and  incorrect  prin- 
ciples of  conduct  Hence,  there  has  been  in  the  minds  of  clear, 
calm  thinkers,  little  fear  of  their  long  continuance." 

MAINE — 74TH  Annual,  May,  1893. 

There  are  IHl  Chartered  Lodges,  with  two  U.  D.;  the  member- 
ship embraces  21,487,  and  the  gain  was  310.  Charters  were  author- 
ized at  this  Communication  for  the  two  Lodges  U.  D. 

Grand  Master  Henry  R.  Taylor  drew  attention  to  a  supposed 
ambiguity  in  a  part  of  the  Constitution  : 

"Another  request.  *to  confer  six  degrees  upon  six  candidates  on 
the  same    evening,'  was    likewise    refused ;    but  it  suggests  the 


propriety  of  considering  Seciion  ll>5  of  Constitution.  It  reiids  as 
follows:  'And  no  Looj^e  shall  confer  more  than  Rve  degrees  at 
the  same  Communicalion  of  the  Ladg;e.  or  hold  more  than  one 
Commtinlcalion  upon  the  same  dny.'  Upon  this  stctlon  there 
seems  to  br  a  difference  of  opinion  regarding  'ihe  interpretation 
thereof.'  How  are  these  'dve  L'egrees'  to  be  apportioned?  In 
'block?  of 'Wand/i'Mr,'  'two  and  ihrer'  f  or  'thrn  and  tiao"  ? 

But  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  says: 

"The  Committee  i^  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  there  can  be 
any  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  provision.  Probably  it  is  be- 
cause they  have  been  so  long  familiar  with  it  and  with  the  construc- 
tion of  it  always  eiven. 

The  provision  in  substance  is  a  very  old  one,  having  Oeen  incor- 
porate'^  in  the  Old  RetEiiPations. 

To  understand  the  object  of  it.  It  is  well  to  refer  to  the  object  of 
the 'work.'  It  shmild  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  -work'  Is  a  meam 
and  not  an  cad.     The  work  is  designed   as   a   means   to  teach    the 

K'lnciples  of  the  institution.  The  idea  underlying  it  has  always 
en  that  the  constant  repetition  of  the  work  would  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  candidates  and  of  the  members.  Che  principles  and 
teachings  of  Freemasonry.  Bt-sides  this,  Ihe  work  was  transmitted 
by  oral  teaching,  and  its  constant  repetition  w^s  designed  in  order 
that  the  Brethren  might  learn  the  work. 

For  these  reasons,  it  was  alwavs  assumed  that  the  work  would 
be  conferred  upon  only  one  candidate  at  a  time,  and  such  a  thing 
as  a 'class'  was  never  heard  of  in  ancient  times.  But  at  a  very 
early  date,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  restrict  the  amount  of  worit 
to  be  done  at  one  meeting,  and  so  the  Old  Regulation  provides 
that  no  more  than  five  Brethren  shall  be  made  at  the  Si.me  time. 
>A  hen  the  system  of  degrees  was  fully  established,  the  prohibition 
wa.s  applied  to  degrees,  that  no  more  than  tive  degrees  should  he 
conferred  at  the  same  Communication  of  the  Lodge.  But  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  Lndgps  grew  anxious  to  do  mote  worlt  than  the  Old 
Regulation  allowed,  and  it  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  this  State  that  some  Lodges  had  evaded  the  provision  by 
holding  two  or  more  Comniunication.s  on  the  same  day  or  evening, 
and  thereupon  the  clause  was  added  that  no  more  than  one  Com- 
munication should  be  held  the  same  day.  A  Lodge  cannot  confer 
degrees  on  two  or  more  candidates  at  the  same  time  and  call  i. 
one  degree  any  more  than  it  can  charge  but  a  single  fee  for  five 
candidates  instead  of  five  fees  for  the  degrees.  The  provision 
means  that  the  lodge  cannot  confer  more  than  five  degrees  at  one 
meeting,  but  the  five  may  be  made  up  in  any  way  that  the  Lodge 
chooses.  It  may  confer  the  first  degree  five  times,  the  second  de- 
gree five  limes,  or  the  third  degree  live  times,  or  they  may  confer 
all   three    degrees,  but  in  such    manner  that    fhr  whole  numhtr  of 

degnes  canftrred  shall  iiol  exetL-d  five." 
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'Allow  me  to  outline  upon  our  common  trestle-board,  designs 
which  you,  as  skillful  Craftsmen,  may  in  your  wisdom  elaborate, 
harmonize  or  perfect. 

First,  carefully  select  all  material  submitted  to  your  inspection, 
or  admitted  among  the  Craft. 

Second,  encourage,  cultivate  and  promote,  amonR:  all  the  mem- 
bers of  your  Lodge,  that  Brotherly  Love  which  is  *the  bond  of  per- 
fectn'»ss.* 

Third,  render  the  Lodge  meetings  pleasant,  instructive  ?nd  prof- 
itable ;    and, 

Lastly,  forget  not  that  under  our  Divine  Master,  while  each  is  the 
Architect  of  his  own  life,  we  are  yet  laboring  with  hopeful  and 
earnest  purpose,  to  'bear  one  another's  burdens,*  to  alleviate  sor- 
row and  distress,  and  to  humanize  and  elevate  our  fellow-man." 

The  Charity  fund  amounts  to  over  $26,000. 

Grand  Lodge,  while  opposed  to  the  formation  of  a  General 
Grand  Lodge,  is  favorably  impressed  with  the  proposition  for  the 
Fiaternal  Congress,  and  provided  for  its  being  represented  therein. 

Horace  H.  Burbank,  Saco,  G.  M. 
Stephen  Berry.  Portland,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Drummond,  P.-.  G.-.  M.«.,  made  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  as  usual,  and  in  his  usual  easy  and  fluent  style. 
It  is  written  by  him  with  a  "running  pen,"  as  we  style  it.  which  he 
declares  costs  less  labor  than  to  be  more  concise.  Alabama  for 
1K9:*  receives  fraternal  consideration.  The  death  of  both  Bros. 
Compton  and  Greene  receive  affectionate  notice  Under  it  he  dis- 
claims having  any  desire  for  the  establishment  of  a  General  Grand 
Lodge,  but  would  like  to  see  the  Craft  more  inclined  to  submit  to 
the  will  of  the  majority  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  and  in  this  con- 
nection, says : 

"The  more  we  .see  of  Freemasonry,  and  the  administration  of  its 
affairs,  the  more  we  deprecate  the  apparently  growinc:  disposition 
in  Grand  Lodges  to  base  Masonic  action  upon  the  views  of  its 
members,  without  regard  to  the  precedents  of  the  past,  or  the 
practice  of  other  Jurisdictions.  The  'usages  of  the  Craft*  seem  to 
us  to  be  gradually  losing  their  importance  and  influence,  and  we 
attribute  it  to  the  extreme  extent  lo  which  fear  of  losing  their  sover 
eignty  is  carrying  Grand  Lodges" 

He  does  not  favor  large  Lodges,  and  in  this,  we  think  with  him, 
and  he  thinks  if  smaller,  the  intimacy  between  the  members  would 
be  greater,  and  a  nearer  approach  made  to  obedience  to  the  in- 
junction, "Love  ye  one  another." 
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He  IS  pleased  with  the  Texas  plan,  which  allows  every  affiliated 
Mason  present  to  ballot  upon  the  petition  of  a  candidate,  and 
what  we  most  heartily  endorse,  favors  simple  refreshments  Pt 
times,  as  tending^  to  cultivate  the  social  intimacy  of  the  Brethren. 

In  the  following:,  he  differs  from  the  views  entertained  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  which  allows  the  Lodges  to  expel  and 
to  re- instate  : 

**Now  we  agree  that  a  Lodge,  subject  to  appeal  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  upon  the  regularity  of  a  trial,  should  have  the  power  to  dis- 
cipline one  of  its  members  to  thtf  extent  of  turning  him  out  of  the 
Lodge ;  but  when  it  comes  to  turning  out  of  the  Fraternity^  it  is 
quite  a  different  thing,  and  we  hold  that  the  extreme  penalty 
should  be  inflicted  only  by  the  action  of  the  supreme  authority.  The 
expulsion  of  a  Mason  should  not  be  treated  as  a  light  matter,  but 
when  inflicted,  there  ought  to  be  such  proceedings  as  show  the 
gravity  of  the  act." 

We  cannot  quote  all  the  good  things  our  good  Brother  says,  when 
his  pen  is  ''running,"  lest  we  become  too  prolix,  so  bid  him  adiue. 

MANITOBA — iSth  Annual,  June,  1893. 

This  Grand  Lodge  seems  to  be  in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition, 
and  with  a  Brotherhood  inspired  with  the  proper  principles  of  Ma- 
sonic good  will  and  Masonic  charity.  It  had  the  misfortune,  very 
soon  after  the  close  of  the  last  Communication,  to  be  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  their  M.*.  W.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  John  W.  H.  Wilson,  and 
the  duties  of  Grand  Master,  thenceforward,  were  performed  by  Bro. 
David  J  Goggin,  who  had  been  elected  D.'.  G.*.  M.*.  In  his  ad- 
dress, after  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  paid  proper  tribute 
to  the  character  .md  worth  of  the  Grand  Master. 

He  refui.es  to  allow  one  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ontario,  which  has  no  recognition,  to  be  healed,  on  the 
principle  that  one  irregularly  made  may  be  healed,  but  such  is  im- 
possible with  one  clandestinely  made,  and  such  was  the  applicant. 
In  one  case,  one  is  a  Mason,  though  there  be  some  irregularity;  in 
the  other,  there  is  no  foundation  tor  Masonic  consideration. 

What  follows,  is  taken  from  the  address  as  being  as  valuable  here 
as  there: 

"Brethren,  we  have  added  15(>  names  to  our  roll  this  year.  Our 
ritual  and  ceremonial  work,  and  our  methods  of  business  are,  per- 
haps, more  satisfactory  than  at  any  former  period.  These  are  use- 
ful means  to  great  ends,  but  perfection  in  these  may  indicate  a  soul- 
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less  Phariseeism.  I  do  not  despise  them,  or  even  belittle  them, 
when  I  say  that  they  are  not  the  essence  of  Masonry.  I  desire  now 
to  plead  for  the  spirit,  rather  than  the  form,  for  the  practice,  rather 
than  the  profession. 

Masonry  is  a  system  of  morality.  It  teaches  by  allegory  and 
symbol  and  direct  instruction,  the  duties  that  a  man  owes  to  him- 
self, his  neighbor,  his  State,  and  his  God,  and  it  proposes  to  show 
him  how  he  may  put  his  teachings  into  practice.  Our  degrees  call 
on  us  to  aim  at  blameless  purity  of  life  and  conduct,  to  study  the  Bi- 
ble, so  as  to  learn  our  duty  towards  God,  our  neighbor  and  our- 
selves, to  discharge  our  duties  as  citizens,  and  to  carry  forward  our 
study  of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  a  knowledge  of  which,  not 
only  polishes  and  adorns  the  mind,  but  enables  a  man  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing for  himself  and  those  dependent  upon  him.  This  is  the  real  work 
of  Masonry,  and  its  successor  failure  must  be  measured  by  what  it 
accomplishes  along  these  lines 

(low  far  are  our  Lodges  directly  attempting  to  do  what  they 
profess  to  do?  How  far  do  we,  as  individual  Masons,  as  Lodges  of 
Masons,  deliberately  set  ourselves  to  learn  these  several  duties  and 
teach  them  to  our  Brethren?  Do  we  ever  have  addresses  delivered 
to  our  Brethren,  setting  forth  the  duties  that  a  man  owes  to  State, 
e.  g.,  voting,  tax-paying,  etc.;  the  duties  thata  man  owes  to  himself, 
e.g  ,  purity  m  speech  and  act,  n;tc.;the duties  that  a  man  owes  to  his 
fellows,  e.  g  ,  social  duties,  duties  of  justice,  and  of  charity,  etc.?  Are 
we  aflfording  opportunities  for  the  study  of  those  liberal  arts  and 
sciences  which  tend  to  polish  and  adorn  the  mind? 

Are  we  to  be  content  that  narrow  interpretation  ofchairity  which 
confines  it  to  pecuniary  as<;istance,  or  are  we  to  give  it  its  real  inter- 
pretation, that  interpretation  which  our  rituals,  when  intellif^ently 
examined,  always  reveal— help  given  to  man  in  all  his  relations— 
help,  socially,  morally,  intellectually  and  pecuniarily? 

Will  any  one  assert  that  these  duties  are  clearly  and  fully  under- 
stood by  all  of  our  members,  or  that  a  clear  knowledge  of  one's  duty 
is  not  a  help  towards  the  proper  discharge  of  that  duty?'* 

Charters  were  granted  to  three  new  Lodges,  and  the  membership 
now  reaches  1!,142. 

D.  James Goggin,  Regina,  G.  M. 
Wm.  G.  Scott,  Winnepeg,  G.  Sec'y. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

MARYLAND — io6th   Annual,  November,  1892. 

TheR.-.  W.-.  D.  .  G.-.  Master,  Robert  K.  Martin,  opened  this 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  after  this  had  been  an- 
nounced to  Grand  Master  Shryock,  he  entered,  and  his  entrance 
was  proclaimed  by  the  Grand  Marshal,  took  the  East  and  the 
Gavel. 
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He  announced  the  following:  decision  to  the  question,  whether  a 
non-affiliated  Mason  could  prefer  charges  against  a  Brother: 

**He  has  not  the  right.  When  he  dimitted  from  the  Lodge  he  lost 
all  Lodge  membership  rights  and  privileges,  being  entitled  to  none 
except  such  as  may  be  extended  to  him  by  courtesy.  He  cannot 
even  visit  a  Lodge  unless  by  invitation  oif  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter." 

The  Grand  Lodge  thought  only  that  "a  non-affiliated  Mason  hold- 
ing a  dimit.  has  not  the  right  to  prefer  charges  against  a  Brother  in 
good  standing." 

The  number  of  Master  Masons  on  May  1,  1892,  within  this  Juris- 
diction, was  6  080.  On  May  1,  1893,  we  fin'l  them  numbering  6,301; 
thus  showing  a  gain  of  221. 

The  bemi-Annual  Communication  held  in  May,  1893,  was  opened, 
as  heretofore  mentioned,  and  the  Grand  Master  ceremoniously  re- 
ceived, when  he  informed  the  Grand  Lodge  that: 

* 'The  Lodges  throughout  the  Jurisdiction  are  in  a  healthy  and 
prosperous  condition,  financially  and  otherwise.  Harmony  and 
Brotherly  Love  permeate  the  Craft  most  fully;  sounds  of  discord  and 
confusion  are  conspicuous  by  their  entire  absence  from  the  Fra- 
ternity, and  I  may  say  with  confidence,  Masonically  speaking,  our 
house  was  never  in  better  order.  The  Finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
are  constantly  improving,  and  are  to-day  in  a  healthy  and  encour- 
aging condition." 

Much  of  the  address  is  devoted  to  the  new  Temple,  now  nearly 
completed,  and  among  other  recommendations  made  by  him  is  that 
all  Lodges  should  discard  the  linen  apron  and  substitute  the  lamb- 
skin, as  only  worthily  complying  with  the  ritual  of  the  Mason. 
Should  they  do  this,  how  long  will  the  members  present  the  ap- 
pearance of  practicing  that  virtue,  which  is  said  to  be  "next  to  god- 
liness?"   With  what  would  visitors  be  supplied? 

When  we  find,  as  we  may  easily  do,  without  diligent  search,  so 
many  desirous  of  making  innovations,  we  are  much  pleased  to  see 
the  old  position  so  clearly  defined,  as  in  the  following  extract: 

"A  Masonic  Lodge  can  only  bury  a  Brother  Master  Mason  when 
requested  to  do  so  by  the  Brother  before  his  death,  or  by  the 
request  of  his  family  thereafter,  provided  he  was  affiliated  and  in 
good  .standing  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Should  a  lodge  be  called 
upon  to  bury  a  Brother  Master  Mason,  they  must  have  exclusive 
control  of  the  funeral;  all  the  pall-bearers  must  be  Masons;  the 
funeral  services  of  the  Lodge  must  be  conducted  immediately  af- 
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ter  the  services  of  the  Church »  and  when  the  Masonic  ceremonies 
have  been  completed,  the  Lodge  must  leave  the  grave,  if  any  other 
burial  service  is  to  follow.  The  Lodge  may  attend  the  funeral,  even 
though  other  societies  attend,  but  they  cannot  allow  the  other  soci- 
eties to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  until  the  Masonic  ceremonies 
are  fully  completed,  and  after  the  Lodge  has  left  the  grave.  This 
decision  will  oe  read  in  all  the  Masonic  Lodges  of  this  Grand  Jursi- 
diction  as  soon  as  it  is  received,  and  the  Brethren  will  govern  them- 
selves accordingly.'* 

The  Temple  is  nearly  completed,  but  there  yet  rests  upon  the 
shoulders  of  our  Brethren  of  Maryland  a  weight  of  debt  which  we 
pray  may  not  diminish  their  efforts,  or  paralyze  their  energies. 
Debt  is,  however,  a  wonderfully  corrupting  element. 

Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Baltimore,  G.  M. 
Jacob  H.  Medairy,  Baltimore,  G.  SecV. 

Bro.  Edwin  T.  Schultz  again  presented  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, in  which  Alabama  for  1892  is  found.  His  notice  is  full 
and  courteous.  He  kindly  advises  in  the  following,  and  we  doubt 
nol  our  Brethren,  of  Alabama,  will  not  be  unmindful  of,  or  un- 
thankful for,  his  words : 

"The  Committee  appointed  at  a  previous  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  to  report  a  plan  tor  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic 
Home,  performed  that  duty,  and  upon  their  recommendation.  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  set  in  motion  such  plans  and  agencies  as 
it  may  deem  advisable  to  secure  the  necessary  funds  It  we  might 
presume  to  give  advice  to  our  Brethren,  of  Alabama,  it  would  be  : 
Brethren,  'make  haste  slowly'  in  this  matter.  Consult  the  Breth- 
ren of  Michigan,  and  some  other  Jurisdictions  who  have  recently 
erected  Homes,  btfore  you  turn  the  first  spade  full  of  ground." 

He  coincides  with  the  views  of  Bro.  Singleton,  of  District  of 
Columbia,  touching  the  representative  system,  and  makes  these 
remarks  : 

"It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  when  an  appointment,  of 
whatsoever  character,  of  a  Grand  Master  is  referred  by  him  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  by  it  approved,  or  confirmed,  said  appointment 
becomes  the  act  of  the  Grand  Lodge  itself,  and  it  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master  to  revoke  such  appoint- 
ment without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We,  therefore, 
think  that  Grand  Master  Gibbs  was  pt- rfectly  right  when  he  sug- 
gested that,  *i/  might  be  considered  as  arbitrary  on  his  pari^^  to  sum- 
marily revoke  a  commission  issued  by  one  of  his  predecessors  and 
confirmed  by  his  Grand  Lodge,  and  which  was  ratified  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa,  when  it  received  and  accredited  the  holder  thereof.** 
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In  Maryland,  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  it  is  said,  seeks  the 
man,  and  we  fancy  that  this  is  the  case  in  most  Jurisdictions, 
most  certainly  in  those  wherein  the  true  spirit  of  the  Institution 
prevails,  for  generally,  "if  the  man  seeks  the  office  he  don't  get 
there.'*  Thus  Bro.  Schultz  announces,  that  in  106  \ears  there  have 
been  only  29  Grand  Masters  there,  and  of  these,  4  died  in  office. 

We  believe  he  enunciates  the  true  position,  when  he  says : 

"We  do  not  concur  in  this  ruling.  We  hold  that  it  is  competent 
for  a  Lodge  to  iry  any  Brother  who  may  reside  or  be  sojourninp; 
within  its  Jurisdiction,  and  if  the  charges  are  sustained  by  the  evi- 
dence, suspc^nd  or  expel  him  from  all  the  rights  of  the  Fraternity. 
It  would  be  sheer  nonsense  to  prefer  charges  and  hold  a  trial  if  ex- 
clusion from  visiting  a  Lodge  rould  only  be  inflicted  upon  one 
guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  when  an  objection  from  one  member 
could  effect  the  same  object.** 

We  copy  what  he  says  to  Bro.  Barkley,  of  Mississippi,  on  the 
saloon  legislation,  not  because  it  pertains  to  that  question  only,  but 
because  it  is  only  one  among  the  many  innovations  being  con- 
stantly attempted  : 

'We  can,  and  we  do.  concur  in  everything  that  has  been  said 
regarding  the  evil  effects  of  intemperance  as  well  as  the  immoral 
tendency  of  saloon  keeping,  and  yet  we  cannot  approve  the  legis- 
lation which  some  of  our  Grand  Lodges  have  taken  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  for  the  following  reasons : 

First.  Because  by  the  legislation  referred  to,  a  qualification  for 
entrance  into  the  Fraternity  is  required  that  was  unknown  to  the 
fathers ;  we  holding  that  the  requirements  exacted  for  nearly  two 
hundred  years  are  all  sufficient  for  this  as  well  as  all  future  ages. 

Secondly.  If  the  door  be  once  opened  for  the  admission  of  new 
requirements,  who  can  tell  what  other  tests  may  not  be  exacted  ? 
If  the  selling  of  liquor  be  a  Masonic  offense,  must  we  not,  to  be 
consistent,  declare  that  the  drinking  of  liquor  is  a  Masonic  offense 
and  legislate  according? 

And  again,  we  have  seen  people  who  believed  that  the  use  of 
tobacco  was  immoral,  indeed,  have  we  not  seen  that  a  large  and  in- 
fluential religious  denomination  has  so  pronounced  ?  Now  who  can 
tell  that  son  e  of  these  days,  a  majority  of  the  members  of  a  Grand 
Lodge  may  not  be  imbued  with  such  a  belief  and  enact  a  law,  that 
their  Lodges  shall  not  receive  a  petition  from  any  one  who  uses 
to6<iccof 

No.  leave  the  question  of  character  and  fitness  of  applicants  for 
admission  into  Freemasonry  where  it  properly  belongs,  in  the  hands 
of  the  individual  members  of  our  Lodges.  Any  one  member  who 
may  believe  that  the  sellei  of  liquor,  or  if  you  please,  the  man  who 
uses  it  as  a  beverage,  or  for  that  matter,  a  man  who  uses  tobacco^  is 
unfit  to  be  made  a  Mason,  can  keep  such  out  of  the  Fraternity  and 
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whuMi  such  biisiiu'ss  as  may  he  presi'iited  is  disp 
a  Coniniuniratioii  for  installation  ofotlicers  and 
There  was  also  a  Centennial   celebration  of  one  < 
this,  the  Rev.  Bro.  Dr.  Johnson  Young  deh'vered 
which  we  extract .     Of  Masonry,  he  says  : 

**To  define  it  as  a  benevolent  society  is  to 
truth  ;  to  call  it  a  charitable  society  comes  well  ni 
Charity  may  be  as  cold  as  ice,  or  as  hard  as  flini 
starving  man  bread  as  you  throw  a  bone  to  a  do 
indifferent,  unsympathetic  as  the  restless  current,  \ 
sway,  is  carrying  the  ship  upon  yonder  reef,  wher 
lows  bark  and  gnash  their  teeth — and  yet  stays  nc 
leading  star  is  philanthropy,  and  even  something 

Lodges  226,  and  one  U.  D.;  Master  Masons*32,t 
ing  the  year  of  8(H). 

Grand  Master  Samuel  Wells,  in  his  address,  c 
Craft  upon  its  healthy  condition  although  it  had  t 
of  some  bright  and  beloved  members. 

The  Grand  Master  does  not  admire  the  plan  of  p 
tion  without  limit,  but  thinks  there  should  be  so 
expiration  of  which  the  doctrine  should  cease. 

The  financial  condition  is  such  that  $10,000  wei 
"The  Masonic  Education  and  Charity  Trust,"  a 
the  Grand  Lodge  also  appointed  a  Committee  ' 
expediency"  ofprovidmg  a  Home  for  aged  Masor 
widows  and  orphans  of  such.  Doubtless,  when  tl 
in  next  year,  this  will  be  accomplished. 

Richard  Briggs,  Boston,  G.  M. 
Serene  D.  Nickerson,  Boston,  0.  Sec*y. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 
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MICHIGAN — 49TH  Annual,  January,  1893. 

Our  very  much  esteemed  friend  and  W.*.  Bro.  Wm.  P.  Innes, 
Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form  this  Forty-ninth  Annual  Com- 
munication, giving  to  the  Brethren  the  pleasing  intelligence  of  a  fair 
increase  in  the  Order,  while  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevail. 

'1  here  are  373  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  34,672,  and  an  in- 
crease of  1,128.  From  these  figures  we  see  that  Lodges  average 
about  d3  members.  This  shows  a  strength  capable  of  doing  much 
good,  provided,  the  members  are  willing  to  pay  reasonable 
dues  to  the  Lodge.  This,  we  know,  is  not  always  the  case,  and  this 
knowledge  alone  has  kept  us  from  becoming  a  blatent-whooper-up 
of  the  Masonic  Home  in  this,  our  Jurisdiction.  From  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  was  required  to  send  a  circular  to 
Lodges,  mforming  each  of  the  amount  of  its  assessment  for  the 
Michigan  Home,  and  to  urge  prompt  remittance,  we  find  that  of  the 
whole  number  of  Lodges,  less  than  one-half  contributed — 140  de- 
clined, and  72  failed  to  notice  the  appeal.  So  much  for  voluntary 
contribution !  Relying  on  this,  and  in  a  short  time  the  more 
generous  would  soon  cease  their  donations,  because  others  gave 
not.  It  seems  to  us  that  Grand  Lodges  have  gone  to  work  at  the 
wrong  end  first.  As  funds  must  at  least  be  the  result  of  a  compul- 
sory process,  why  not  begin,  then,  and  slowly,  but  surely,  accumu- 
late a  fund  with  which  to  establish,  and  eventually  maintain,  a 
Home?-  If  a  regular  tax,  then,  as  the  Fraternity  increased,  so 
would  the  annual  return.  It  would  be  far  better  to  begin  thus  than 
to  build,  and  constantly  t>eg  for  means,  for  its  maintenance,  with 
the  constantly  recurring  apprehension  of  scarcity  of  means.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  Grand  Lodge  made  another  appeal. 

The  Grand  Master  properly  says  of  Masonry  that  "ii  imposes  sal- 
utary and  restrictive  rules  for  the  government  of  its  own  members, 
and  should  always  exercise  a  positive  moral  influence  upon  the  well- 
being  and  good  order  of  the  community  around  them." 

Five  Dispensations  for  as  many  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and 
five  received  Charters. 

The  Grand  Master  permitted  the  consolidation  of  two  Lodges, 
''believing  that  one  good,  strong  Lodge  is  of  much  more  value  to 
the  Craft  than  two  or  more  weak  Lodges,"  with  which  we  most  de- 
cidedly agree. 

The  Committee  on  Obituaries  made  Report,  among  others  paying 
fraternal  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  late  Grand  Secretary,  Bro. 
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Myles  J.  Greene,  after  which  the  Grand  Lodge  gave  the  funeral 
grand  honors,  in  memory  of  the  illustrious  deceased  Brothers 

George  E.  Dowling,  Montague,  G.  M. 
J.  S.  Conover,  Cold  water,  G.  Sec'y. 

.  Grand  Secretary  J.  S.  Conover,  as  required  in  this  Turisdiction, 
znrtute  officii^  presented  a  most  full  and  complete  report  on  Corre- 
spondence, reviewing  Alabama  for  1891,  in  it.  He  gracefully  makes 
his  bow  in  beginning,  uselessly  apologizing  for  defects,  but  writes 
like  one  used  to  it.  And  we  take  bis  extended  hand,  prompted  by 
the  same  Brotherly  atfection  that  governed  him  in  offering  it. 

Referring  to  a  resolution  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  any  one 
guilty  of  attending  the  Grand  Lod<e  when  intoxicated,  to  be  pub- 
licly repremanded  and  sent  to  his  Lodge  for  trial,  he  thus  com- 
ments: 

*'The  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  would  indicate 
that  there  are  Brethren  in  that  State  who  can  so  far  forget  the  noble 
teachings  of  our  Order  as  to  become  intoxicated  while  attending 
Grand  Lodge.  How  strange  it  is  that  some  persons  cannot  go 
away  from  home  without  disgracin?  themselves,  and  those  who 
must  associate  with  them  in  this  manner.  It  is  a  shame  for 
any  Lodge  to  thus  disgrace  our  Order  and  degrade  its«»lf,  by 
choosing  a  person  to  lepresent  it  in  Grand  Lodge  who  can  not  con- 
duct himself  as  a  gentleman  while  there.'* 

He  characterizes  the  report  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  as 
"taffy."    We  leave  him,  however. 


Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  been  much  surprised  and 
greatly  grieved  at  the  sad  intelligence  that  our  sister  Turisdiction 
has  so  soon  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  whom  she  de- 
lighted to  honor,  and  who  was  so  worthy  of  it  Past  Grand  Master 
Innes  was  called  from  labor  to  eternal  refreshment,  only  a  few 
short  months  after  this  Communication.  He  was  zealous,  as  few 
others  of  discriminating  mind,  and  full  of  the  virtues  that  go  to 
constitute  the  admirable  character.  Peace  to  his  ashes,  and  may 
his  immortal  part  enjoy  the  rewards  due  to  a  well-spent  life  With 
the  Brethren  of  Michigan,  we,  also,  mourn,  but  not  as  those  without 
hope. 


MINNESOTA— 40TH  Annual,  January.  1893. 

This  pamphlet  comes  to  us  adorned  with  the  apron  of  George 
Washington,  presented  to  him  by  Gen.  LaFayette— an  illustrious 
memento  of  two  very  illustrious  Brethren. 

Lodges,  ItiO;  membership,  13,384;  the  inrrease  being  544.  Of 
these,  ITS    had  reported  before  the  opening  of  the  Grand    Lodge. 

Dispensations  for  three  new  Lodges  were  issued,  while  that  of  one 
was  continued,  and  these  four  received  Charters  at  this  Commiiiii- 

Grand  Master  Altonso  Br<ite  recommended,  as  the  best  method 
ot  securing  un I lormity  in  work,  the  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lec- 
turer and  a  proper  appropriation.  This  was  accepted  and  acted 
on  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  also  recommended,  as  a  proper 
protection  to  the  Cral^,  connection  with  the  General  Masonic 
Relief  Association  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  which  rec- 
ommendation was  reported  to  a  Special  Committee,  but  from  it  we 
have  not  heard. 


General  Fund Jl 4, 062  00 

Widows  and  Orphans'  Fund 12,2.5.5  00 

A  very  voluminous  and  most  exhauslivR  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  an  Orphans'  Home,  appointed  at  the  last  Annual,  appears 
in  the  Proceedings,  giving  facts  and  arguments,  both  for  and 
agaiost  the  propriety  of  such  an  establishment,  but  containing  no 
recommendation.  The  Grand  Ludge,  however,  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

•'Resohvd,  That  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  a  Ma- 
sonic Home  is  not  necessary  in  this  Jurisdiction  at  the  present  time, 
and  that  Masonic  charity  can  be  more  satisfactorily,  economically 
and  equitably  dispensed  by  the  methods  at  present  existing  In  this 
Jurisdiction, 

To  avoid  hasty  and  ill-advised  appropriations,  we  find  them 
adopting! 

"Petak'td.  That  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  make  its  report 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  not  later  than  4  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  of  the  second  day  of  each  Communication,  and 
thatno  appropriation  be  made  from  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at 
any  Communication  thereof,  alter  that  hour,  unless  it  be  by  unan- 
imous consent." 
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The  Grand  Master  was  authorized  to  appoint  delegates  to  the 
Congress,  to  be  held  at  Chicago,  '*to  serve  at  their  own  expense." 

W.  F.  Dickinson,  Redwood  Falls,  G.  M. 
Thos.  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  G.  Sec*y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  fruitful  pen  of  Bro. 
Irving  Todd,  and  Alabama,  for  1891,  receives  fraternal  notice. 

We  do  not  exactly  see  why  he  should  express  surprise  at  our 
opinion,  that  one  who  has  been  fully  made  a  Mason,  by  a  regularly 
constituted  Lodge,  and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Ju- 
risdiction, cannot  be  said  to  be  either  irregularly  or  clandestinely 
made.  It  is  true,  this  may  not  suit,  altogether,  our  American 
views,  but  Masonry  exists  elsewhere  than  in  America,  and  has 
general  rules  that  apply  to  all  localities.  Now.  we  only  say,  that 
if  one  applies  to  a  properly  constituted  Lodge,  in  the  manner  and 
under  the  conditions  required  by  laws  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  re- 
ceives the  degrees  as  therein  conferred  by  the  Lodges,  then,  that  he 
has  been  regularly  made  a  Mason,  and  consequently  cannot  be 
clandestine.  This  is  all,  nor  do  we  care  to  follow  the  view  taken 
adversely,  to  its  legitimate  end,  at  the  present  time.  Yet,  we  will 
say  this  much,  that  the  more  the  restrictions  placed  upon  Masonic 
intercourse,  by  separate  Jurisdictions,  the  less  becomes  the  univer- 
sality of  the  Fraternity. 

MISSISSIPPI — 75TH  Annual,  February,   1893. 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  by  G.*.  M.'.  W.  A.  Roane,  in 
Natchez,  the  city  of  its  birth  seventy-five  years  before.  The 
Grand  Master's  address  contains  many  interesting  historical 
memories,  and  statistically  showed  the  growth  in  that  time.  The 
total  number  of  Lodges  at  present  is  272,  with  a  membership  of 
8,68*5,  and  reports  show  a  net  increase  of  117.  The  Craft  is  har- 
monious, and  the  prospects  for  the  future  growth  very  encouraging. 

The  Grand  Master  speaks  earnestly  in  regard  to  the  flattering 
prospect  for  a  Home. 

A  pretty  and  agreeable  episode  occurred  in  the  visit  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  in  a  body,  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  Asylum  is  under  the  care 
and  protection  of  the  Grand  I.x>dge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  received  fraternal  recogni- 
tion. 
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In  consideration  of  its  being  the  T5th  annlversATy  oritsbirth,and  of 
its  being  also  in  the  city  of  Natchez  where  that  event  look  place. 
there  was  a  sort  of  impromptu  celebration,  which  is  CettDcd  the 
"Diamond  Anniversary,"  at  which,  after  proper  adoration  of,  and 
thanks  to  the  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.,  an  address  was  delivered  by  P.-.  G.-. 
M,".  Frederick  Speed.  The  occasion  seems  to  have  been  enjoy- 
able and  duly  enjoyed. 

A  resolution  was  passed,  requirinK  all  Lod^ei  that  seek  aid  from 
sister  Lodges  to  report  the  result  lo  Ihe  Grand  Secretary,  that  it 
might  be  made  of  record  by  Grand   Lodge. 

The  proposition  tor  the  Fraternal  (  ungress  was  approved,  and 
delegates  authorized  "with  the  distinct  reservation  that  the  dele- 
gates from  this  Grand  Lodge  be  not  authorized  to  consent  to  any 
legislation  by  said  Congress,  nor  consent  to  any  act  looking  to  Ihe 
formation  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge." 

An  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  more  than  (400,  for  individual  re- 
lief, was  made. 

When  Bro.  Speed  was  installing  the  officers,  upon  reaching  the 
Grand  Secretary,  he  descended  from  his  elevation  and  oelivertd  to 
Bro.  Power  a  very  impressive  and  beautiful  address,  this  bein^  the 
25th  installation  of  this  officer. 

Rev.  Irvin  Miller,  Walnut  Grove,  G.  M. 

J.  L.  Power,  lacknon,  G.  Sec'y- 

M.-.W.-.  Andrew  H.BarkleyP.-.G-.M...  in  his  usual  fluent  style, 
made  the  interesting  Report  on  Correspondence,  including  Ala- 
bama for  1891  in  his  list.  Among  the  very  appropriate  sentiments 
uttered  by  him,  in  his  introduction,  the  following  should  be  heeded 
by  all  memt>ers  ol  Lodges  : 

"As  individual  Masons,  as  well  as  a  collective  body  of  Masons, 
we  are  responsible  for  the  moral  standing  of  tfie  Lodge  of  which  we 
are  members,  and  hence  the  moral  necessity  of  .scrutinizing  closely, 
and  of  examining  carefully  into  the  moral  character  of  every  one 
who  seeks  admission  among  us.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance, 
therefore,  that  we  should  be  vigilant  and  guard  well  the  tiled  limits 
of  the  Lodge  room. 

For  we  should  ^remember  that  'we  are  building  not  for  ourselves 
alone,  but  for  those  who  shall  come  after  us.'" 

No,  Bro.  Barkley,  we  are  not  living  where  no  saloons  can  be 
seen,  nor  are  we  blind  to  the  evils  of  intemperance,  neither  were 
our  ancient  brethren,  y  :t  1  see  not  that  this  should  run  us  to  the 
extreme  of  prohibiting    totally    the    use   of  alcoholic  stimulants. 
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Total  abstinence  is  not  temperance,  but  a  moderate  use  of  all  God's 
gifts,  for  excess  in  the  use  of  anything  may  prove  as  destructive  of 
self-will  as  that  to  which  you  allude.  Shall  we  prohibit  the  using 
of  tobacco  because  its  use  has,  in  some  cases,  run  to  abuse?  Shall 
opium  no  more  be  sold  because  some  few  use  it  to  excess  ?  In 
short,  is  not  the  introduction  of  new  tests  an  innovation  ?  For  our- 
self,  we  agree  with  the  Grand  Master  of  Nebraska,  who,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicants,  says: 

^'Brethren,  we  may  honestly  differ  as  to  the  best  method  of 
dealing  with  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors.  I  know  we  do 
differ.  I  can,  and  do,  entertain  great  respect  for  my  Brethren 
who  differ  with  me  upon  that  question.  I  will  not  trespass  upon 
your  rights  by  discussing  that  question  here  Masonry  teaches 
temperance  in  all  thiiigs.  It  is  not  contended  that  ours  is  a  total 
abstinence  society.  But  when  Masons  acquire  the  habit  of  drunk- 
enness, and  thtn  attempt  to  apologize  for  it  by  asserting  that  it 
is  not  an  offense  against  moral  and  Masonic  law.  all  good  Ma- 
sons will  unite  in  condemning  both  the  practice  and  the  apology. 
No  belter  definition  of  what  constitutes  a  Masonic  offense  can  be 
given  than  to  quote  from  Mackey,  who  says  that  any  act  which 
brings  shame  or  reproach  upon  the  Fraternity  constitutes  a  Ma- 
sonic offense.  As  we  contemplate  the  misery  and  ruin  wrought  bv 
this  habit  of  drunkenness  our  very  souls  are  stirred  within  us.  It 
has  wrought  unutterable  woe  to  the  human  race.  It  fills  our  poor- 
houses,  asylums  and  prisons  to  repletion.  It  has  dragged  down 
into  the  lowest  depths  more  men  than  any  other  sin.  It  nas  filled 
more  graves  than  war  and  pestilence  combined.  It  converts  men 
into  brutes  and  fiends,  and  destroys  the  likeness  which  their  Maker 
impressed  upon  them.  Its  trail  is  one  long,  never  ending  track  of 
blood,  debauchery  and  crime.  It  wrings  tears  of  anguish  from  wife 
and  mother,  and  snatches  the  last  crust  of  bread  from  famishine 
children.  The  groans  and  shrieks  of  agony  from  the  widows  and 
orphans  it  annually  makes,  if  combined  in  one  horrible  diapason, 
would  be  so  awful  and  terrible  as  to  cause  even  the  angels  them- 
selves to  recoil  before  it,  and  hell  itself  to  grow  darker.  We  can- 
not, nor  can  mortal  pen,  draw  even  the  outlines  of  the  horrible 
picture  Not  until  the  books  shall  be  opened  at  the  last  great  day 
will  the  awful  record  of  the  habit  of  drunkenness  be  fully  known. 
Surely  we  venture  nothing  when  we  assert  with  all  the  energy  of 
our  soul  that  a  habit  which  bears  as  its  letritimate  fruit  this  dread- 
ful train  of  sorrow,  niiserv,  debauchery  and  crime,  is  not  compat- 
ible with  Freemasonry.  It  is  an  awful  crime  against  nature.  It  is 
a  most  heinous  offense  against  Masonic  law.  There  is  no  room  in 
Masonry  for  a  man  who  does  not  place  'that  due  restraint  upon  his 
affections  and  passions  which  renders  the  body  tame  and  govern- 
able and  frees  the  mind  from  the  allurements  of  vice,  and  who  does 
not  avoid  excess  or  the  contracting  of  any  licentious  or  vicious 
habit.' 
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If,  as  some  assert,  this  habit  h  absolutely  tucreuing  its  hold 
upon  Brethren  of  the  Craft,  notwith'it'tndin^  admonitions  so  often 
repeated,  then  it  Is  our  duty,  by  adtnlnisterinK  fraternal,  yet  cour- 
a);eous.  discipline,  to  free  our  lovi^d  and  honored  Instilution  from 
the  taint  and  disgrace  thRt  would  necessarily  attach  to  il  if  we  allow 
its  laws  and  tenchings  to  be  thus  overridden, 

MISSOURI— 7ji>  Annual,   Octohcr,   1893. 

The  ProceedinKS  of  the  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
held  on  the  10th  of  October,  are  in  our  desk  on  the  evening  of  the 
4th  of  November.  Fromth'-m  we  learn  that  the  M.-.  W.'.  Grand 
Master,  ]ohn  R.  Parson,  was  lying  in  a  critical  condition  from  long 
illness,  and  could  not  be  present,  nor.  indeed,  was  he  able  to 
furnish  a  report  of  his  acts.  This,  however,  was  performed  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  to  whom  his  papers  had  been  referred  by  him, 
with  the  request  that  he  lay  before  ihe  Grand  Lodge  a  synopsis 
of  his  doings. 

The  D.'.  G.-.  Master,  Harry  Keene,  however,  congratulated  that 
bodyuponthe  'peaceful  and  prosperous"  <  on  d  it  ion  of  the  Order, 
and  upon  the  fact  that  the  Masonic  Home  "Is  now  a  complete  suc- 
cess." This  now  shelters  and  provides  for  iM  inmates,  and  already 
a  cry  is  raised  for  more  room,  as  the  applications  are  becoming  too 
numerous  for  the  present  space. 

Reporting  on  the  fund  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary  for  the 
Home,  he  says: 

"The  Grand  Lodge  decided  one  year  ae".  in  adopting  the  by- 
laws, that  one-half  of  the  dues  received  from  the  Subordinate 
Lodges,  should  l>e  for  the  Masonic  Home. 

At  the  close  of  my  liscat  report  last  session,  I  reported  |2o,ti54,  as 
havinr  twen  rereived  under  the  new  assessment.  One-half  of  this 
sum  t>elonged  to  the  Home,  amounting  to  JIli.tlTT.  Up  to  October 
31.  I  had  received  on  dues  account.  JiWI.  One-half  of  this,  being 
f480,  was  added  to  the  former  sum,  making  {13,437. 

On  that  date,  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Master,  Bro.  John 
R.  Parson,  I  issued  a  warrant  in  favor  of  the  Masonic  Home  for 
said  sum.  Since  the  issuance  of  the  warrant  for  the  above  named 
amount,  I  have  received  on  account  ofdups  unpaid  for  18!)2,  the  sum 
of  $1,084,  $542  of  which  remains  on  my  books  to  the  credit  of  the 
Home.  This,  when  paid,  will  make  a  total  for  the  Home  Fund  for 
1892.  of  $13,9»fi." 

The  Grand  Lodge,  you  will  recollect,  raised  the  dues  from  fifty 
cents  to  one  dollar. 
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Dispensations  for  nine  new  Lodores  were  granted  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  these  were  chartered  this  year.  TheChdrters  of  three 
Lodges  were   surrendered,  and  four  were  consolidated  into  two 

Total  number  of  active  Lodges,  501;  gain,  as  from  returns  made, 
812.    The  Grand  Secretary,  however,  makes  this  complaint: 

"It  is  impossible  to  make  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  membership 
in  this  Jurisdiction.  The  twenty-two  non-rt-p<>rting  Lodges  failing 
to  sencf  in  the  number  of  their  members,  leaves  the  matter  open  and 
unsettled. 

The  Membership  Report  for  the  year,  with  an  estimated  member- 
ship from  the  non-reporting  Lodges,  would  place  the  number  of  af- 
filiated Masons  in  Missouri  a  little  over  30.(KX)  No  dependence, 
however,  can  be  placed  upon  the  mere  estimated  membership  of  the 
non-reporting  Lodges. 


It 


Grand  Master  Parsons  held  that  a  dimit  granted  to  a  Brother  who 
had  been  on  trial  and  acquitted,  but  before  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed  for  appeal,  was  good,  but, 

* 'The  Grand  Lodge  disapproves  ot  the  ruling  that  after  an  acquit- 
tal by  a  Lodge,  the  Brother  against  whom  charges  were  preferred, 
may  dimit  pending  the  sixty  days  allowed  for  an  appeal  from  such 
acquittal.  ' 


It 


An  objection  to  advancement  after  a  degree  received,  holds  good 
for  only  six  months. 

Some  little  differences  arose  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that 
of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  "Perpetual  Jurisdiction,"  to  which 
the  latter  firmily  adheres,  as  we  do,  and  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Correspondence  on  that  subject  says,  "it  is  an  un- 
welcome monstrosity.  There  is  not  a  single  recognizable  Masonic 
feature  in  it.'* 

We  are  glad  to  see  the  growing  disposition  to  see  the  Lodges  in 
print,  thus  rebuked: 

^^Fesohed^  That  no  Masonic  transactions  be  inserted  in  a  newspaper 
by  a  Brother,  without  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Any  viola- 
tion of  this  action  of  the  Grand  Lod^e  shall  subject  the  offender  to 
discipline  under  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct.' 

Meets  the  approval  of  the  Committee. and  we  recommeod  its  adop- 
tion. The  practice  has  grown,  and  is  growing,  to  publish  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  Masonic  Lodges,  as  the  ordinary  news  of  the  day.  This 
is  a  wide  and  dangerous  departure  from  our  ancient  usages,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  ought  to  set  Us  seal  of  unqualified  condemnation  up- 
on it." 

Bro.  Wm.  F.  Kuhn  delivered  an  oration,  both  instructive  and  in- 
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teresting,  on  "Practical  Masonry,"  and,  which  we  hope,  the  Breth- 
ren will  heed. 

We  gave  you  last  year  all  that  was  said,  under  Texas,  of  ''The 
Dieta  Symbolica  ile  Mexico."  and  the  action  of  both  iheGr.-ind  Mas- 
ter and  Grand  Lodife,  in  rrference  to  what  the  Grand  Master  styled 
"The  Treaty  of  Monterey,"  and  now  what  Missouri  does  to  a  bant 
ling  of  heis  in  Mexico-  We  give  the  entire  report  of  theCommiilee 
appointed  last  year: 

"  To  the  Mesl  Wor$hipftil  Grand  lodgi  of  IHiisouri,  A.  F.  &•  it.  Af.: 


In  the  year1KK2.  a  Dispensation  was  issued  by  the  M.".  W.-. 
Grand  Master  of  fi-^  Grand  Lodjce  of  Missouri,  auihorizine  the  for- 
mation of  a  l^ee  in  the  ('ity  of  Mexico,  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
to  be  known  as  Toltec  Lodge,  and  in  the  ve^r  1K83,  .1  Charier  was 
issued  to  the  Brethren  cnmposlng  such  Lod^e,  organizint;  them  into 
a  regular  l.odge.to  be  known  as  Tnltec  l.odef,No.  52<i  working  un- 
der the  Jurisdictir>n  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri. 

The  right  of  a  Grand  Lodge  loorganii^e  Lodges  in  unoccupied 
territory,  has,  we  believe,  never  been  questioned,  and  certainly  has 
been  exercised  from  the  formmion  of  Grttnil  Lodges,  until  the  prt^- 
ent  time.  The  only  question  then,  that  arises,  or  can  arise,  as  toour 
right  to  form  said  Lodge,  is,  whether  the  Federal  district  of  M  jxjco. 
in  which  this  Lodge  was  organized,  was.  at  the  time,  "unoccupied 
territory."  From  the  facis  presented  to  this  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
time,  we  were  led  to  believe  so,  and  we  have  had  no  occasion  to 
change  that  opinion  Ii  is  true  that  there  were  Masonic(or  so-called 
Masonic)Bodies  clniming  the  Hehl  to  confer  the  degrees  in  Masonry; 
but  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  none  of  them  claimed,  and  certainly  none 
exercised,  Supreme  Ma^i,nic  Jurisdiution  over  the  three  degrees  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 

The  propriety  and  expediency  of  fbrmine  a  Lodge  in  the  Federal 
District  of  Mexico,  is  a  question  upon  which  we  do  not  feel  called  to 
pronounce  a  judgment.  Yet.  we  know  that  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  who  passed  upon  this  question,  examined  the  matter 
thoroughly,  and  were  completely  satisfied  that  il  was  the  right  and 
proper  thing  to  do.  They  were  not  prophets,  and  could  not  foresee 
the  complications  that  might  arise  in  the  future  Since  that  time 
circumstances  have  materially  changed.  Il  is  true  that  no  Masonic 
Body  has  been  found  in  Mexico,  Ihal  we  are  iirepared,  at  this  time, 
with  the  evidence  before  us,  to  acknowledge  as  a  legitimate  Grand 
Lodge,  yet,  a  step  has  been  taken  in  the  right  direction. 

The 'Gran  Dit-ta  Simbolica  de  los  Eslados  Unidos  Mexicanos' 
has  been  formed,  composed  of  nearly  all  the  Stale  Grand  Lodges 
of  Mexico,  and  a  numh  rofindivldual  1.odges.  with  our  enlightened 
and  distinguished  Brolher,  Porfirio  Diaz,  President  of  the  Republic 
of  Mexico,  as  Grand  Master.  This  Committee  addressed  a  com- 
muoicatjoii  to    Bro.  Ermilo  G.    Canton,    Grand  Secretary   of  the 
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'Gran  Dieta,'  to  which  a  courteous  and  fraternal  reply  was  made. 
We  propounded  a  number  of  questions  concerntntc  the  formation 
and  present  status  of  the  *Gran  Dieta.*  While  the  (Committee  can- 
not say  that  the  answers  to  thesequestiuns  were  wholly  satisfactory, 
they  yet  believe  and  earnestly  hope, that  the  difficulti^s  which  have 
beset  Masonry  in  Mexico,  are  in  pro8:rt:s<«  of  settlement,  and  ere 
long,  we  trust,  that  we,  and  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  may  be  enabled  \o  welcome  into  the  fold  of 
Grand  Lodges  a  body  having  united  and  supreme  control  over  Sym- 
bolic Masonry  in  Mexico.  We  do  not  wish  to  be,  nor  do  we  even 
wish  to  be  thought  to  be,  a  'disturbing  element'  in  Mexican  Ma- 
sonry. On  the  contrary,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  as- 
sist, with  our  counsel  and  sympathy,  our  Brethren  in  Mexico  to  form 
a  stable  and  permanent  grand,  governing  body.  The  idea  that  Tol- 
tec  Lodge,  No.  52<),  might  become  the  nucleus  of  such  a  governing 
power,  may  be  abandoned  as  chimerical  by  those  who  have  enter- 
tain»d  such  hope.  It  can  never,  under  any  circumstances,  be  more 
than  a  dependency  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  Under  these 
circumstances,  we  consider  it  unwise  to  continue  the  exercise  of 
Ma.sonic  authority  \n  Mexico. 

We  therefore  recommend,  that  the  inconang  Grand  Master  take 
such  measures  as  in  his  judgment,  maybe  necessary  and  expedient, 
to  withdraw  and  annul  the  authority  heretofore  given  to  the  Breth- 
ren of  Toltec  Lodge,  No.  520,  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a  Lodge 
of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  M^isons,  working  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri. 

We  further  recommend,  that  the  members  of  Toltec  Lodge,  No. 
52<),  be  assured  of  our  appreciation  of  their  loyalty  and  fidelity  to 
t'«e  prin'^iples  of  Freemasonry,  and  of  our  regret  at  the  necessity  of 
the  severance  of  their  connection  as  a  Lodge  with  this  Grand 
Body. 

We  further  recommend,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  extend  its  hearty 
sympathy  to  our  Brethren  of  Mexico,  in  their  struggle  to  place  Ma- 
sonry in  our  sister  Republic  on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis,  and  assure 
them  that  nothing  shall  be  left  undone  on  our  part  to  aid  and  assist 
them  in  their  laubable  undertaking. 

Harry  Keene,  St.  |oseph,  G.  M. 
John  D.  Vincil,  St.  Louis,  G.  Sec'y. 

M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Vincil,  P.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  again  prepared  his  Report  on 
Correspondence,  which  he  intended  should  be  short,  so  only  occu- 
pies somewhat  more  than  two  hundred  pages.  Its  length  never 
would  disturb  us,  for  its  interest  is  unflagging.  In  it,  we  find  Ala- 
bama, for  1H92,  among  the  fifty-five  reviewed.  We  wonder  if  our 
older  Brethren  do  not  remember  that  the  experience  of  Alabama 
closely  resembltd  that  of  Missouri,  as  s^iven  by  Bro.  Vincil,  in  the 
following: 

"Bro.  Pillans,  when  treating  the  'Home'  question,  had  this  to 
say: 
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*Notthat  we  are  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  Masonic  Homes, 
for  we  have  been  constant  in  the  expression  of  our  admiration  of 
this  peculiar  and  extremely  practical  method  of  practicing  that 
broad  charity  of  which  we  constantly  preach,  and  sometimes  boast, 
but  that  our  own  Brethren,  who  are  just  now  moving  in  that  direc- 
tion, may  weigh  well  the  probabilities  of  success,  we  copy  what  he 
says  on  this  subject  under  Montana  For  we  are  confident  that,  in 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  within  this,  our  Jurisdiction,  it  were 
idle  to  rely  upon  voluntary  contributions  solely,  for  its  mamtenance, 
and  to  levy  a  contribution  for  this  objtct,  beyond  that  already  lev- 
ied, is  prohibited  by  the  Constituiion,  and  a  change  in  this  organic 
law  is  necessary.  To  accomplish  this,  the  amendment  must  be 
submitted  at  a  Communication  of  the  Gr<ind  Lodge,  and  if  it  shall 
receive  the  support  of  one-third  of  the  members  prestnt.  then  be 
submitted  to  the  con«;ideration  of  the  Su^uirdinate  Lodges,  and  if 
two-thirds  of  all  the  Lodges  approve,  it  shall  become  effective.  To 
undertake  this  admirable,  vet  momentous  movemmt,  there  must 
be  no  failure.  Great  caution  is  then  necessary,  and  every  circum- 
stance probably  attendant  should  be  well  discussed,  and  every 
probable  event  carefully  considered.  If  this  is  done  calmly,  delib- 
erately and  prayerfully,  and  without  undue  haste,  we  have  no  doubt 
of  the  ultimate  result    in  even  conservative  Alabama.' 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  result,  'even  in  conservative  Alabama,' 
when  the  matter  is  thoroughly  investigated  and  duly  weighed.  It 
is,  at  least,  time  to  begin  the  ivork.  Had  Missouri  commenced  the 
work  of  securing  funds  for  such  an  enterprise  forty  years  ago,  and 
laid  aside  a  portion  of  its  surplus,  we  would  have  acquired  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  Instc^ad  ot  doing  something  for 
charity  on  this  line,  the  Grand  Lodge  undertook  the  impracticable 
scheme  of  building  and  supporting  a  'Masonic  College,'  entering 
the  field  as  a  competitor  of  the  State  and  Churches,  as  an  educating 
agency.  While  it  of!ered  free  tuition  to  the  'helpless  orphans,'  of 
deceased  Masons,  it  could  not  provide  board,  clothes,  books  and 
other  necessary  things  for  such  beneficiaries.  Hence,  there  never 
was  an  orphan  educated  in  the  famous  'Masonic  College.'  At  last 
the  Grand  Lodge  gave  away  the  property,  and  was  glad  to  get  rid 
of  it.  Had  the  vast  sums  of  money  expended  on  that  unprofitable 
scheme  been  funded,  and  other  amounts  added  during  the  years, 
Missouri  would  to-day  have  been  rich  in  means  for  the  protection 
of  the  'destitute  widows  and  helpless  orphans'  of  our  deceased 
Brethren.  The  Grand  Lodge,  in  186(i,  invested  money,  as  a  stock- 
holder, in  a  'Hall  Association,'  in  St.  Louis.  The  Association  failed, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  lost  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars.  Grand  Lodges  should  never  attempt  to  run  Colleges,  or 
engage  in  any  speculative  business  Charity  is  their  great  work 
and  ca  ling  in  life. 

Let  our  Alabama  Brethren  follow  the  suggestion  of  Rro.  Pillans. 
and  move  cautiously,  and  'without  undue  haste,'  all  the  while 
adding  to  their  'Permanent  Trust  fund.'  now  amounting  to  over 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  until  the  way  opens  for  the  establishment 
of  the  desired  Home.     With  their  hearts  right  on  this  subject, Pro v- 
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idence  will  take  a  hand  in  things,  and  Divine  guidance  will  be  in- 
valuable. Many  of  us  connected  with  our  Missouri  Home,  most 
firmly  believe  that  the  hand  of  God  has  been  in  our  work  through 
the  years  of  our  endeavors  to  start  and  run  the  institution.  Proofs 
of  this  can  be  offered,  which  are  clear  and  convincing.*' 

NEBRASKA — 36TH  Annual,  June,   1893. 

Grand  Master  Samuel  P.  Davidson  opened  this  Communication 
with  Representatives  present  from  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  of 
their  two  hundred  and  one  Chartered  lodges.  This  Grand  Lodge, 
but  thirty-six  years  old,  embraces  in  it««2()l  Lodges  10,957  members, 
its  increase  during  the  year  having  been  718.  Yet  we  find  this 
young  sister  has  acted  with  so  much  forethought  as  to  have  accu- 
mulated a  fund  of  over  $19,000,  |1 1,000  and  over  of  which  belongs 
to  the  General  Fund,  more  than  $1,0(K)  to  the  Relief  Fund,  and  near 
$7,000  to  the  Masonic  Home  Fund  In  a  few  years  there  will  be 
no  apprehension  for  the  success  of  a  Home,  should  it  be  deemed 
advisable  to  establish  one.  To  these  is  to  be  added  the  Orphans' 
Educational  Fund  ot  $23,000.  and  we  see  how  provident  our  Breth- 
ren of  Nebraska  have  been. 

The  Grand  Master  issued  Dispensations  for  nine  new  Lodges, 
and  to  six  of  these  Charters  were  granted  at  this  Communication, 
the  Dispensations  of  three  having  been  continued. 

He  also  drew  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  invitation 
to  the  Fraternal  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Chicago,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Address  reported  a  set  of  Resolutions  approvmg  the 
idea  and  providing  for  Representatives,  with  the  provi.so,  however, 
that  this  Grand  Lodge  "is  opposed  to  the  formation  of  any  Na- 
tional Grand  Body  which  is  to  have,  or  assume.  Jurisdiction  or  au- 
thority over  the  Grand  Lodges  now  existing."  Consideration  of 
these  was,  however,  deferred,  and  a  substitute  was  offered,  but 
with  a  similar  proviso,  but  this  was  only  adopted  after  the  restrain- 
ing clause  was  stricken  out. 

A  very  interesting  oration  was  delivered,  by  Bro.  James  J.  Mc- 
intosh, on  the  elevating  tendency  of  Masonry.  In  it,  of  Masonry, 
he  thus  speaks : 

"No  enemy  has  ever  successfully  impugned  her  patriotism,  or 
cast  stigma  or  stain  upon  her  bright  patriotic  escutcheon. 

Masonry  was  the  first  Institution  which  recognized  and  enforced 
the  principle  that  the  blacksmith's  hammer  and  anvil  are  a  truer 
badge  of  man's  nobiliiy  than  all  of  the  jeweled  coronets  or  glisten- 
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ing  diadems  of  wealth.     Her  zovemment  is  a  pure  democracy, 
where  all  stand  upon  the  dead  level  of  equality  before  the  law. 

No  man  is  recognized  for  his  worldly  wealth  or  honor.  The  son 
of  a  peasant,  or  of  a  mechanic,  has  as  high  and  perfect  a  title  to 
recc^nition  as  the  son  of  an  Emperor  or  of  a  King.  The  truest 
and  most  perfect  title  of  nobility  is  that  of  intellectuali'y.  virtue 
and  genius.  The^e  Masonry  avows  are  the  discriminating  forces 
alone  of  Mother  Nature  ani  the  Divine  will. 

Masonic  Brethren  and  friends,  do  not  these  great  fundamental 
truths  constitute  a  sufficient  guaranty  of  the  nobility  of  the  aims 
and  aspirations  of  Masonry  ? 

All  of  the  combined  ecclesiastical,  imperial  and  r^al  power  of 
the  world  cannot  stop  or  impede  the  ^''^nil  march  of  Masonic  dvil- 
izing  progress." 

The  Grand  Lodjce  of  Oklahoma  received  full  and  fraternal  recog- 
nition, but  those  of  New  Zealand  and  Cuba  were  deferred  consid- 
eration for  want  of  complete  information  in  relation  to  them. 

A  handsome  and  well  deserved  compliment  was  paid  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  upon  the  completion  of  his  twenty-one  years' 
service  as  such,  and  |250  accompanied  the  compliment  to  enable 
this  deserving  Brother  to  visit  Chicago, 

A  movement  was  made  to  devise  the  best  method  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  use  its  Charity  Fund  to  the  best  advantage,  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  next  Communication. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tions, by  a  rising  vote : 

"Whereas,  During  the  past  Masonic  year  it  has  pleased  the  Al- 
mighty Father,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  to  call  from  labor  here  on 
earth  to  everlasting  refreshment  in  the  Celestial  Lodge  above, 
maoy  of  the  jtreal  lights  of  our  Craft,  who  have  by  their  work  and 
on  account  of  their  high  social  and  moral  standing,  assisted  in 
bringing  the  Fraternity  to  its  present  high  standing;  now.  there- 
fore, be  it 

gisokitd.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska  bow  in  sorrow  and 
regret  at  its  loss  sustained,  and  extend  that  sympathy  which  makes 
us  feel  our  dependence  and  cements  us  into  one  common  band  df 
Brothet  s. 

Ftsohnd,  That  as  we  see  the  shining  marks  fall,  one  by  one,  from 
our  ranks.we  are  Impressed  with  the  necessity  of  more  carefully  and 
diligently  pursuing  our  way,  so  that  when  we  are  called  to  the  try- 
iofC  ordeal  we  may  be  found  worthy  to  Join  the  hosts  gone  before, 
and  enjoy  the  welcome  of  well-done  labors. 

Xetvlvfd,  That    we   set  apart   a  page  in   our   proceedings   to  the 
honor  of  our  Fraternal  Dead." 
James  P.  A.  Black,  Bloomington,  G.  M. 
Wm.  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,  G.  Sec'y. 
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There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  thoug^h  we  have  the 
promise  of  one  next  year. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 104TH  Annual,  May,  1893. 

Held  in  the  city  of  Concord  on  the  17th  of  May,  with  M.\  W.*. 
G.'.  M.'.  John  Pender  presiding.  The  Grand  Master  speaks  en- 
couragingly of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Craft.  Of  the  78 
Chartered  Lodges  within  the  Jurisdiction,  45  were  represented, 
though  all  made  returns,  and  the  membership  8,729,  there  having 
been  a  gain  during  the  year  of  98. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  a  goodly  number  of  Dispensations, 
for  conferring  degrees  out  of  time,  and  noticing  these,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  thus  express  themselves, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge: 

*'We  regret  that  the  Grand  Master  should  have  found  occasion 
for  so  many  Dispensations,  for  conferring  degrees  in  less  time  than 
the  Constitution  requires.  Such  Dispensations  should  never  be 
granted  merely  for  the  convenience  ot  the  candidate  or  the  Lodge, 
but  only  upon  those  rare  occasions  when  the  interest  of  the  whole 
Craft  requires  it.** 

He  mentioned,  that  tor  several  years  Eastern  Star  Chapters  had 
been  organizing  in  the  Jurisdiction, .  and  seemed  to  express  some 
doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  them  the  use  of  Masonic 
Halls,  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge  says : 

**The  Grand  Lodge  has  never  recognized  any  species  of  Adop- 
tive or  Female  Masonry,  and  the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  cited 
by  the  Grand  Master  clearly  forbid  the  use  of  Masonic  apartments 
for  such  purposes." 

We  entirely  agree  with  the  position  taken,  in  each  case,  as  be- 
ing most  assuredly  Masonic. 

He  notified  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  measures  for  a  Home 
were  progressing,  and  called  upon  all  Brethren  to  come  up  nobly 
to  its  aid.    There  was  no  action  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

For  non-payment  of  dues,  upon  trial,  members  are  only  deprived 
of  Lodge  membership,  and  of  this,  the  Grand  Lodge  says  : 

**The  right  of  membership  is  a  substantial  and  important  one,  and 
no  member  should  be,  or  can  be,  deprived  of  it  without  due  trial, 
and  that  proceeding  should  be  conducted  with  such  formality,  and 
the  right  of  the  accused  should  be  guarded  with  such  care,  as  shall 
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him  all  the  rights  and  privilezes  consistent  with  the  ad- 
-  -  orjustice,  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law  and  practice. " 


"Certainly  no  Brother  can  be  deprived  of  a  valuable  and  impor- 
tant right  upon  the  theory,  that  b^  committing  a  wrong  be  has  for- 
fejted  that  right,  without  giving  him  a  fair  and  imparti?!  tnal,  under 
the  rules  of  the  Grand  Lodge." 

In  Alabama,  a  member  so  delinquent  for  a  specific  period,  after 
due  notice,  b  suspended  by  operation  of  the  Constitution,  but  be 
can,  by  his  own  act,  re-instate  himself  by  paying  what  he  owes. 

The  finances  appear  in  sufficiently  good  sbape,  with  a  safe  sur- 
plus on  band. 

)ohn  Pender,  Portsmouth,  G.  M. 

Geo.  P.  Cleaves,  Concord,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  A.  S.  Wait  again  brought  forward  one  of  his  interesting  re- 
views, of  the  general  condition  of  the  Craft.  In  this,  in  which  we 
find  Alabama  for  1892,  there  is  much  most  worthy  of  note,  but  to- 
night, it  is  too  late  to  dwell  with  him  veiy  long.  He  gives  our 
Committee  on  Appeals  a  pleasant  complimentary  notice. 

Noticing  Bro.  Drummond's  comments,  on  the  Alabama  Resolu- 
tions touching  uniformity  in  the  language  of  the  ritual,  we  think 
him  correct,  when  he  says: 

"We  had  supposed  that  universality  to  consist  rather  In  that  uni- 
formity of  the  symbolisms,  aims,  objects  and  sentiments  common 
to  the  Fraternity  wherever  it  exists,  and  the  union  o!  its  member- 
ship as  a  Brotherhood  and  the  uniformity  of  their  recognized  rela- 
tions wherever  they  may  be  found." 

It  is  doubtless  true,  that  the  ritual  is  not  exactly  the  same  in  any 
two  countries,  any  more  than  in  any  two  Jurisdictions  of  these 
United  Slates,  yet  this  does  not  militate  against  the  universality  of 
the  Order. 

NEW  JERSEY— 106TH  Annual,  January,    1893. 

The  Proceedings  are  introduced  by  an  excellent  picture  repre- 
senting M..  W.-.  C.-.  M.'.  Thos.  W.  Tilden,  who  opened  the 
Grand  Lodge  with  a  lull  representation  from  Subordinates  present. 
An  opening  ode  was  suns,  and  the  Grand  Master  delivered  his  ad- 
dress, in  which,  we  are  informed,  that  the  Craft  is  in  a  satisfactory 
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condition.  He  granted  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge,  and  this 
was  found  worthy  of  a  Charter.  The  membership  numbers  14,601, 
showing  a  gain  of  298. 

The  financial  condition  is  good^  a  balance  of  over  $9,000  being 
on  hand. 

The  business  tr.msacted  was  entirely  routine,  and  was  promptly 
dispatched. 

James  H.  Durand,  Rahway.  G.  M. 
Thos.  H.  R.  Redway,  Trenton,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  that 
veteran,  Rev.  H.  Vehslage,  P.*.  G.\  M.*.,  who,  both  kindly  and 
fraternally,  notices  Alabama  for  1891.  He  objects  to  a  decision  of 
our  Grand  Master,  that : 

**An  E.  A.  or  F.  C,  who  has  received  the  degree,  or  degrees,  in 
a  subordinate  Lodge  under  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  afterwards 
removes  to  another  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  acquires  residence, 
cannot  be  advanced  in  the  Lodge  which  conferred  the  degree,  or 
degrees,  without  the  consent  ot  the  latter  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

And  says  this  differs  from  the  rule  in  New  Jersey.  Nor  is  it  the 
law  as  understood  here,  and  much  have  been  overlooked  by  the 
Committee  on  Judiciary,  for  we  hnd  this  Committee  at  next  Com- 
munication introducing  a  Resolution  to  reverse  their  previous  re- 
port on  this  particular  decision  and  recommitting  it.  We  find  no 
report,  however,  at  last  Communication. 

He  pays  tribute  to  the  merits  of  our  late  Grand  Secretary,  Bro. 
Myles  J.  Greene. 

NEW  MEXICO — 15TH  Annual,  October,  1892 

We  have  here  a  neat  pamphlet  from  a  printing  house  in  Santa 
Fe,  the  Capital  of  the  Territory,  the  frontispiece  of  which  is  the 
likeness  of  P.*.  G.'.  M.*.  Childers.  A  Communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  on  November  28,  1891,  for  the  purpose  of  install- 
ing the  Grand  Master  elect,  Richard  English,  who  subsequently 
presided  over  the  Annual  being  reviewed.  In  his  address,  he  states 
that  all  is  encouraging  for  the  present  and  promising  for  the  future, 
and  that  the  number  of  members  has  greatly  increased  during  the 
past  year. 

There  are  18  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  781,  being  an  increase 
of  24. 
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The  Grand  Master  recommends  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Zealand,  because  he  "believes  it  to  be  of  the  great- 
est importance  to  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  throughout  the  globe, 
that  the  formation  of  Grand  Lodges  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  be 
encouraged  and  fostered.** 

The  following  Resolutions  were  adopted,  which,  we  think,  en- 
tirely proper  and  in  strict  accordance  with  the  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry as  taught : 

^^ Resolved^  That  no  Mason  of  this  Jurisdiction  shall  sell,  offer  for 
sale,  buy,  or  in  any  manner  do  any  circulating,  (or  use)  any  printed 
documents  in  cipher  as  a  Ritual  of  any  part  of  the  first  three  degrees  in 
symbolic  Masonry^  under  the  penalty  of  any  punishment  which  may 
be  imposed  under  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  gross 
unmasonic  conduct. 

Resohfcd^  That  no  Mason  shall  sell,  offer  for  sale,  circulate  or  use 
anything  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  secret  Ritual  of  the  first  three 
symbolic  degrees  of  Masonry,  whether  in  cipher  or  not,  under  the 
penalty  of  any  punishment  authorized  by  the  By-Laws." 

Yet,  on  the  following  day,  the  Grand  Lecturer  closes  his  report 
with  the  following : 

*'I  furthermore  feel  confident  that  the  Committee  will  be  able, 
by  the  end  of  time  allotted  for  its  work,  to  present  to  your  Grand 
Body  both  a  Key  of  work  and  Ritual,  that  will  compare  most 
favorably  with  the  time-honored  Landmarks  and  highest  order  of 
work  known  to  our  sublime  Order." 

It  was  resolved  to  subscribe  to  the  "General  Masonic  Relief  As- 
sociation of  the  United  States  and  Canada." 

).  H.  Kuhns,  Albuquerque,  G.  M. 
A.  A.  Keen.  Albuquerque,  G.  Sec*y. 

Bro.  Max  Frost,  P.*.  G.*.  M.'.,  again  made  the  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence, giving  a  fair  and  complete  statement  of  what  is  be- 
ing done  by  the  Grand  Lodges  reviewed.  We  regret  that  Ala- 
bama does  not  appear  among  those  reviewed. 

NEW  YORK— II2TH  Annual,  June,  1893. 

In  the  Temple,  at  New  York,  Grand  Master  James  Ten  Eyck 
opened  this  Communication  with  Representatives  from  720  of  its 
726  Subordinates  present,  representing  83,287  members,  and  show- 
ing an  increase,  over  last  report,  of  2,544.  What  an  army,  march- 
ing in  solid  column  to  the  relief  of  the  distressed  and  unfortunate, 
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and  striving  in  tbe  path  of  morality  and  virtue!  Notwithstanding 
this  great  number,  there  appears  to  still  remain  room  for  more,  and 
four  new  Lodges  received  Warrants  from  this  Communication. 

The  Grand  Master  speaks  encouragingly  of  the  great  benefit  of 
the  General  Masonic  Relief  Association,  and  the  New  York  Board 
of  Relief,  in  their  report,  thus  speaks  of  this  Association  : 

"During  the  past  year  the  General  Association  has  published, 
for  the  information  of  contributors,  the  names,  Lodges,  and  full 
description  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons  presenting  fraudu- 
lent claims  for  charitable  relief.  This  makes  a  total  of  1,260  per- 
sons so  published  since  the  organization  of  the  Association  in  Sep- 
tember, 1885.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  calculate  the  immense  sav- 
ing to  Masonic  Lodges  and  Boards  of  Relief  in  charitable  disburse- 
ment by  this  timely  and  much-needed  publication,  nor  to  pohit 
out  the  comparative  saving  of  labor  because  of  the  publicity  given 
these  pilferers  of  Masonic  benevolence." 

It  strikes  us,  that  if  aU  the  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent  would 
become  contributors  to  it,  the  benefits  would  be  incalculable. 

The  Home,  that  great  work  of  a  great  Jurisdiction,  was  dedicated 
and  is  now  being  used  in  contributing  to  .the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  aged  Masons  and  their  aged  wives,  as  well  as  the  indigent 
orphans  of  Masons.  With  a  Jurisdiction  so  large  at  its  back,  who 
can  doubt  of  its  ultimate  grand  success?  The  Trustees  thus 
speak : 

'*We  now  present  to  you  a  grand  property  of  170  acres  of  land, 
unsurpassed  m  location  and  natural  features,  with  a  valuable  and 
convenient  dockage  property  on  the  Erie  Canal,  with  right  of  way 
to  our  grounds.  A  beautiful  building  constructed  from  the  best 
material  throuehout,  with  all  modern  conveniences,  connected  by 
an  extensive  sewerai^e  system  with  the  Mohawk  River,  a  mile 
away,  ample  for  all  future  requirements. 

The  Home  equipped  and  furnished  in  an  elegant,  comfortable, 
and  home  like  manner,  every  room  light,  healthful,  and  cheerfuH^ 
with  the  most  p^lorious  landscape  spread  by  nature's  bountiful  hand 
in  evrry  direction 

A  beautiful  approach  by  one  of  Utica's  most  famed  thorough- 
fares across  the  picturesque  ravine  to  our  Home. 

The  Home  in  active,  happy  operation,  with  about  forty  accepted 
inmates,  many  of  them  aged  Brethren  who  have  fought  the  battle 
of  life  on  the  losing  side,  and  now  through  .your  generosity  have 
found  an  haven  of  rest. 

The  Masonic  Hall,  our  source  of  revenue,  has  during  the  past 
three  years  received  many  important  and  necessary  improvements 
and  repairs,  involving  an  expenditure  of  several  thousand  dollars. 

All  this  we  present  to  you  as  a  proud  recompense  for  our  arduous 
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labor  in  the  past,  with  all  oblig^ations  liquidated  and  a  balance  in 
bank,  April  30th,  1893,  of  $155,572.55,  which  amount  is  only  about 
$30,000  less  than  the  amount  committed  to  the  Trustees  three  years 
ago." 

The  recosfnition  of  the  Grand  Symbolic  Diet,  of  Mexico,  was  de- 
ferred ''until  further  information  is  obtained,  as  to  the  organization 
and  character  of  that  Grand  Body  and  its  Subordinates.*'  And  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  also  postponed,  to  await  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland. 

The  Masonic  Code  of  Procedure,  in  Trials,  Appeals,  etc.,  con- 
tained in  this  volume  is  so  full  and  complete  that  it  appears  that 
"he  who  runs  may  read,  and  one,  though  a  fool,  could  not  err 
therein." 

The  Grand  Master  was  re-elected,  but  in  most  beautiful  phrase, 
and  beaming  with  the  loftiest  sentiments  ot  morality,  he  "respect- 
fully declined  this  great  honor.**  This  is,  indeed,  a  rare  instance, 
but  still  no  less  beautiful. 

Frederick  A.  Burnham,  New  York,  G.  M. 
E.  M.  L.  Ehlees,  New  York,  G.  Sec'y. 

M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Jesse  B.  Anthony.  P.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  again  presented 
one  of  his  own  most  excellent  and  deeply  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive Reports  on  Correspondence.  Alabama,  for  1892,  finds  her 
usual  place.  It  is  from  this  report  that  we  are  enabled  to  learn 
something  of  the  various  continental  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe.  We 
learn  from  it  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  received  recogni- 
tion from  the  Grand  Lodge  League  of  Germany,  as  well  as  also 
those  of  Iowa,  Omaha  and  Utah.  This  League  embraces  no  less 
than  eight  German  Grand  Lodges. 

We  copy  from  his  report  under  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  : 

"We  quote  from  our  exchanges  the  following  as  of  general  in- 
terest : 

The  Ossetvatore  of  Rome,  the  official  organ  of  the  Vatican,  recently 
published  two  letters  from  the  Pope  dated  December  8,  1892,  to  the 
Italian  Bishops  and  people,  which  occupied  nearly  seven  columns 
of  that  paper.  The  chief  theme  was  the  necessity  of  the  people  be- 
ing on  their  guard  against  the  Freemasons,  who  are,  he  said,  the 
cause  of  all  modern  evils  in  Italy.  After  a  strongly  worded  tirade, 
detailing  the  wrongs  to  religion  and  civilization  sanctioned  or  per- 
mitted by  the  Italian  Government,  Leo  XIII  used  the  following 
curious  phrase :  'The  public  authorities,  whether  they  know  it  or 
not,  are  regarded  by  Freemasonry  as  its  instruments.*  The  accu- 
sations launched  against  the  Italian  Government  were  :     'The  con- 


eO  APPENDIX. 

scription  df  seminarists,  beyond  the  necessarv  limit;  the  closing  of 
convents  and  monasteries,  while  Masonic  Lodges  multiply  ;  the  in- 
vasion of  the  public  schools  ;  the  introduction  of  civil  marriages  and 
funerals  ;  delusive  promises  to  protect  the  dignity  and  independence 
of  the  Pope.'  Thie  letter  abounded  with  such  phrases  as  *the 
Satanic  intention  of  substituting  naturalism  for  Christianity,'  and 
the  like." 

We  recommend  to  our  Brethren  to  examine  his  tables,  which  we 
are  greatly  tempted  to  again  appropriate,  for  they  furnish  much 
food  for  thought.  Alabama  affiliated  407,  but  dimitted  586,  and 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  411.  Had  there  not  been 
a  goodly  share  of  work,  there  could  have  been  no  gain.  But  the 
question  arises,  what  is  the  material  of  which  820  are  made,  and 
of  these  no  less  then  586  tire  and  drop  out  into  the  great  army  of 
drones?  The  largest  Lodge  in  the  State  is  at  Birmingham,  with  148, 
and  the  smallest  numbers  but  9.  In  number  of  members,  we  are 
the  23rd. 

The  accession  of  new  work  has  been 6  17-100  per  cent. 

The  addition  by  affiliation  and  restoration 3  22-100 

The  losses  by  death  are 1  51-100 

The  losses  for  non-payment  of  dues  equal 1  86100 

The  losses  by  dimission 2  63-100 

With  this,  we  must  reluctantly  leave  him. 

NORTH  CAROLINA— io6th  Annual,  January,  1893. 

These  Proceedings  come  to  us  with  an  excellent  electrotype  of 
their  late  Grand  Secretary,  Donald  W.  Bain,  who  served  this  Grand 
Lodge  in  that  capacity  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  It  is  said  of  him 
that  "his  personal  character  was  faultless,"  and  he  is  spoken  of  as  a 
most  exemplary  and  methodical  Secretary.  His  loss  appears  to  be 
most  sincerely  regretted  by  the  Brethren  and  the  Grand  Lodge.  In 
this  bereavement  Alabama  and  the  Brethren  of  this  Jurisdiction 
know  too  well  how  to  sympathize,  for  have  we  not  but  recently 
suffered  in  the  same,  not  once  only,  but  twice? 

H.  A.  Gudger,  Grand  Master,  presided.  From  the  Lodges  mak- 
ing returns,  we  learn  that  the  membership  numbered,  at  the  end  of 
1891,  8.61)6;  the  gain  having  been  635.    The  Grand  Secretary  says: 

*'I  cannot  approximate  the  membership  for  1892,as  quite  a  number 
of  Lodges  are,  as  usual,  slow  in  sending  their  returns.  If  they 
could  be  induced  to  forward  them  promptly  by  the  first  of  Decem- 
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ber  of  each  year,  and  to  be  equally  prompt  in  remitting  the  Grand 
Lod^e  dues,  the  Grand  Secretary  would  be  able  to  present  to  you 
his  report  for  the  year  just  closed,  and  not  be  one  whole  year  late, 
as  is  unfortunately  the  case  under  the  present  system 

The  number  ol  Chartered  Lodges  in  1891  was  263,  and  those  un- 
der Dispensation,  14;  total,  277.** 

Of  these  Ix>dgesU.  D..  ten  were  awarded  Charters  at  this  Com- 
munication; the  others  were  continued  U.  D. 

The  Grand  Master  made  these  most  timely  and  appropriate  re- 
marks: 

"Masonry  was  never  so  popular  throughout  the  civilized  world  as 
it  IS  to-day;  never  so  prosperous  in  every  respect.  In  this  lies  the 
danger  that  menaces  the  Ancient  Landmarks,  and  that  must  be 
faced  and  corrected,  before  we  go  into  serious  error.  It  is,  perhaps, 
too  popular  to  be  a  Mason.*' 

The  Oxford  Asylum,  the  Masonic  Homt  of  North  Carolina,  whose 
benevolence  is  confined  by  no  sectarian  boundaries,  is  the  laudable 
pride  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  for  its  maintenance  and  success, 
every  nerve  is  strained.  It  is  shown  to  be  prosperous,  but  greatly 
requires  enlarging. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Victoria  and  of  South  Australia  were  fra- 
ternally greeted,  and  an  exchange  of  Representatives  invited. 

John  W.  Gotten,  Tarboro,  G.  M. 
William  H.  Bain,  Raleigh,  G.  Sec*y. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Martin,  for  the  second  time,  makes  his  bow  to  us,  with 
his  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  with  a  glimpse  at  the  questions 
still  not  fully  settled  by  the  Fraternity,  gracefully  and  fraternally  in- 
troduces Alabama,  for  1891,  and  thus  speaks  of  the  proposition  for 
a  Masonic  Congress,  on  Rituals: 

"Resolutions  were  introduced  and  passed,  relative  to  a  proposed 
General  Masonic  i Conference,  the  object  of  which  should  be  to  adopt 
a  uniform  Ritual  throughout  the  United  States.  The  plan  proposed 
contemplates  that  each  Grand  Lodge  should  send  one  Representa- 
tive from  the  Committee  on  Work,  and  that  this  Committee  should 
thereupon  agree  upon  a  Ritual,  which  should  be  reported  back  to 
each  Grand  Lodge  for  adoption.  A  Committee  was  appointed  on 
these  Resolutions,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  regular 
Communication.  We  would  like  to  ask  what  assurance  could  be 
given  that  each  Grand  Lodge,  or  that  any  considerable  number  of 
them,  would  adopt  the  Ritual  that  would  be  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee. It  seems  to  us  that  the  plan  is  not  feasible,  and  we  doubt 
if  such  an  end  can  be  accomplished  by  any  plan.  We  shall  wait 
the  outcome,  however,  with  interest.*' 
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NORTH  DAKOTA— 4TH  Annual,  June,  1893. 

The  frontlspteoe  to  these  Proceedinfcs  is  a  representation  of  a 
meeting  of  one  of  the  Lo4ges,  like  our  Ancient  Brethren  held 
on  the  top  of  a  big^h  hill,  where  The  lire  of  a  few  days  previous  had 
'^destroyed  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  ail  buildings  available  for 
Masonic  purposes,"  at  Fargo.  The  fire  occurred  on  June  7th,  and 
the  meeting  was  held  on  the  16th.  The  Lodge  was  gomrded  by  the 
Commandery. 

Grand  Master  Albert  B.  Herrick,  during  the  year,  issued  his  Dis- 
pensations for  the  formation  of  six  new  Lodges,  which  were  all 
Chartered,  thus,  with  the  35  already  existing,  making  41  Lodges. 
These  have  a  membership  of  1,972.  and  with  an  increase  of  233. 

The  finances  show  an  increasing  balance  on  hand,  but  this  Grand 
Lodge  had  but  recently  suffered  a  terrible  loss  in  its  Temple,  furni- 
ture and  library.  Much,  doubtless,  of  this  last,  will  be  irreparable, 
although  the  msurance  will  greatly  aid  in  healing  the  wound  made 
by  the  great  fire.  For  their  loss,  we  cordially  express  the  sym- 
pathy of  Alabama. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  objected  to  visiting  Lodges  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. 

We  like  the  requirement  that  all  visiting  resident  Masons  shall 
furnish,  annually,  to  the  Master  of  the  Lodges,  documentary  evi- 
dence of  having  paid  his  dues,  thus  keeping  himself  in  good  stand- 
ing. 

It  was  determined  to  affiliate  with,  the  General  Masonic  Relief 
Association,  and  the  necessaiy  appropriation  was  made. 

The  Fraternal  Congress  was  approved,  and  delegates  thereto  ap- 
pointed, provided,  however,  that  no  authority  is  given  **to  bind 
this  Grand  Lodge  in  any  legislation." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  duly  recognized. 

The  Grand  Lodge  declared  it  "improper  for  any  Lodge  to  par- 
ticipate as  a  Lodge,"  in  ceremonies  not  Masonic,  such  as  Decora- 
tion Day. 

James  McDonald,  Grafton,  G.  M. 
Frank  J .  Thompson,  Fargo,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Thos.  J.  Wilder,  P.*.  G.*.  S.'.,  produced  the  Correspondence 
Report,  in  which  Alabama,  for  1892,  is  found.  He  feelingly  alludes 
to  the  deaths  of  P. '.  G.'.  M*s.'.  Clopton  and  Greene,  and  copies 
much  of  what  was  said,  of  them.    He  thinks  our  Committee  on  Ap- 
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peals  **hit  the  nail  on  the  head*'  when  it  declared  that  if  the  Breth- 
ren would  only  try  to  live  up  to  the  ((olden  rule,  there  would  soon 
be  no  use  for  this  Committee.  He  thinks  the  rushing  through  at 
one  meeting,ofmore  than  one  candidate,  "derogatory  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  Masonry."  He  also  thinks  '*that  this  Grand  Representa- 
tive system  is  of  doubtful  utility,  anyway.  Its  chief  merit  seems  to 
be  in  its  titles."  We  presume  he  has  been  led  so  to  think  be- 
cause of  the  many  cases  of  (to  call  it  by  no  harsher  term)  friction 
that  have  lately  occurred. 
Thus  he  concludes: 

**I  had  thought  that  two  words  would  complete  it  (this  report), 
but  I  am  compelled  to  chronicle  the  loss  of  our  rare  and  valuable 
library,  which  went  up  in  smoke  in  the  big  fire  of  Wednesday. 
June  7th,  when  the  Masonic  Temple  of  Fargo  was  destroyed  by 
the  great  fire — a  devastation,  in  comparison,  for  Fargo,  as  the  fire 
of  1871  was  for  Chicago.  The  entire  library,  at  this  moment, 
seems  to  be  lost.  The  building  can  be  replaced;  but  the  library 
is  almost  irreparable.  We  must  begin  over  a^ain,  yet  we  cannot 
expect  to  replace  it  in  many  years;  we  cannot,  without  all  the  Bod- 
ies give  liberally,  expect  to  get  even  a  semblance  of  the  one 
burned.  We  hope,  before  another  year  rolls  around,  to  be  able 
to  have  many  volumes  as  a  starter;  but  the  printer  is  after  u.<*,  and 
we  must  come  to  a  ■" 

OHIO — 83D  Annual,  October,  1892. 

Grand  Master  Levi  C.  Goodale,  whose  portrait  graces  the  intro- 
duction of  these  proceedings,  informs  us  that  ''owing  to  the  more 
general  application  of  the  rules  governing  the  non-payment  of  dues 
and  the  exclusion  of  non-af!i  liates,  the  finances  of  the  Lodge  are  in 
better  condition,  while  largely  increased  membership  throughout 
this  Jurisdiction  proves  conclusively  that  the  Order  is  flourishing, 
and  is  ripe  for  the  great  work  of  charity  and  pure  benevolence  (the 
Masonic  Home)  which  it  has  in  charge,  and  will,  I  trust,  within  a  few 
hours,  succesfully  instal,  &c.*'  The  corner  stone  of  the  Ohio  Ma- 
sonic Home  was  laid  that  afternoon,  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Doubt- 
less, success  will  attend  the  ef)ort,  for  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  with 
its  480  active  Lodges,  its  membership  of  near  40,000,  and  its  increase 
of  1,441,  cannot  fail  in  this  enterprise. 

Dispensations  for  three  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and  Charters 
granted  to  five. 

The  Grand  Master  called  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the 
invitation  to  the  Fraternal  Congress,  and  delegates  thereto  were 
appointed. 
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We  find  that  the  Ritual,  in  a  written  form  has  been  promulgated, 
and  this  announcement  follows  in  the  address  immediately  after  the 
punishment  of  one  for  disseminating  the  ''Esoteric  Ritual  claimed 
to  be  Ohio  work  *' 

The  Grand  Master  issued  an  edict  agamst  a  body  of  men  styling 
themselves  Masons,  at  Columbus,  O.,  and  comments  thus: 

"It  should  be  the  imperative  duty  of  every  loyal  Mason  through- 
out the  State  to  discountenance  these  im posters  upon  every  occa- 
sion. This  organization,  claiming  to  be  Masons,  has  not  even  the 
claim  which  colored  Masons  have;  for  they  do  have  some  claim 
to  respectable  lineage,  but  are  prevented  by  our  Constitutions 
and  by  social  prejudices,  from  recognition,  but  this  cabal,  like  its 
prototype,  the  mule,  is  rebellious,  and  has  neither  'pride  of  ances- 
try, nor  hope  of  posterity.*  '* 

This  seems  to  be  a  different  batch  from  the  Worthington  fellows. 
Poor  Ohio!  How  she  is  worried  ! !  Indeed,  the  Cerneau  trouble, 
though  the  Grand  Master  exercised  the  prerogative  of  making  one 
who  was  a  great  friend  to  the  Home,  a  Mason  at  sight,  no  longer 
creating  anxiety,  is  still  in  the  courts. 

The  Committee  on  Charters  and  Dispensations  announce  that 
"Lodges  should  not  be  permitted  to  appear  in  public  as  Lodges, 
except  for  purposes  strictly  Masonic.** 

In  his  address,  the  Grand  Master  alluded  to  the  impoverished  con- 
dition of  the  former  Grand  Secretary,  who,  "for  nearly  a  half  cen- 
tury, has  kept  watch  and  ward  for  the  Grand  Lodge,'*  and  "for 
more  than  thirty  years  kept  its  records,**  and  the  Grand  Lodge  al- 
lowed a  salary  of  $500  per  annum  "during  his  natural  lite." 

At  this  Communication  a  Resolution  was  adopted,  allowing  Chap- 
ters of  the  Eastern  Star  to  use  "Masonic  halls  tor  festival  and  cere- 
monial purposes." 

Cash  balance  on  hand,  $22,3^U. 

Allen  Andrews,  Hamilton,  G.  M. 

J.  H.  Bromwell,  Cincinnati,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Wm.  M.  Cunnin6:ham,  P.*.  G.*.  M.'.,  presented  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  courteously  and  fraternally  reviewing  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  Alabama  for  1891 . 

In  his  conclusion  he  treats  intelligently  and  interestingly  of  sev- 
eral topics  of  great  interest  to  Masons,  such  as  "God  and  Religion," 
"Ceremonials,**  "Installed  Master,'*  and  "Present  or  PastMaster." 
As  there  appears  to  be  a  growing  idea  that  this  last  degree  is  use- 
less, and  has  been  actually  abandoned  by  some  Grand  Lodges,  we 
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give  what  he  says  abouC  "Installed  Master,"  to  show  how  our  an- 
cient Brethren  most  solemnly  treated  the  indnction  of  a  Master-elect 
into  the  chair,  and  that  from  this  sprang  the  more  simple  degree 
now  known  as  that  of  Past  Master,  or  "passing  the  chair."  With 
this  we  must  rest  for  the  present: 

"INSTALLED  MASTER. 

Believing  that  the  beautiful  ceremonies  and  lessrns  used  in  the 

Sade  of  Installed  Master,  as  such— either  in  the  ofhcial  induction 
erein,  or  in  connection  with  the  subsequent  installation — have 
only  to  be  known  to  be  appreciated,  a  brief  description  of  same 
is  herewith  submi  led,  viz.: 

The  ceremonies,  when  in  connection  with  his  installation  com- 
mence in  a  Lodge  of  Fellow -crafts,  in  which  the  W.-.  M.'.  elect,  es- 
corted by  two  Past  Masters,  is  presented  to  the  Installing  Officer, 
who,  after  a  recapitulation  ol  the  requirements  and  duties  of  the 
office,  and  an  appropriate  address  after  its  acceptance  by  the  W.'. 
M.'.  elect,  directs  the  altentionof  the  latttr  to  the  Secretary,  who 
reads  the  fifteen  *  harjfes  and  Regulations,'  (as  used  in  American 
Lodges),  and  upon  his  assent  thereio,  he  is  directed  to  kneel  ("  • 
•  •)  and  assume  the  vows  of  a  W.'.  M,-  elect;  after  which  all  ex- 
cept Master  Masons  are  remiesled  to  retire,  and  a  Lodpe  of  Master 
Masons  is  opened  The  Omctrs  of  the  Lodge  tnen  divest  them- 
selves uf  iheir  collars  and  jewels,  and  retire  with  all  who  are  not 
Installed  Masters  (Past  Masters).  A  Board  of  Installed  Masters  is 
then  opened,  and  consists  at  least  of  the  followine  Officers:  viz.,  the 
I.  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  Senior  and  Junior  Deacons, 
inner  Guard  and  Tyler. 

The  ceremonies  of  opening,  although  similar  in  many  respects, 
are  much  more  perfect,  as  Degree  IVori,  ihan  are  those  of  the  Past 
Master's  Degree,  as  it  is  Hsuaffy  worked  in  the  United Sutes. 

After  the  opening  ceremonies,  the  I.  M,  declares,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Most  High,  that  a  Board  of  I.  M.  is  opened,  and  the  •■••  are 
given  by  the  I.  M.  ^Vardens  and  Guard. 

Two  Past  Masters  then  retire,  and  returning,  as  his  sponsors,  in- 
troduce the  W.',  M.  ■.  elect,   the  I.  M.,  in  the    uiual  manner,    directs 

the  Brethren  to  face  the  East,  and  after  prayer  (Vouchsafe  thine  Aid, 
Ai-MiGHTv  Father  of  the  Universe,  as  in  the  E.  A.  Degree)  the 
W.-.  M. '.  is  required  by  that  official  to  take  iheOB  of  an  I.  M. 

That  and  attendant  ceremonies  are  pertinent  lo  the  grade,  and 
whilst  the  modes  of  rec<wnition,  etc.,  are  much  more  elaborate  and 
more  of  them  than  in  the  Webb  Past  Master's  DeKree,  yet  the  prin- 
cipal ones  are  the  same,  and  the  ceremonies  of  induction  are  also 
very  ■timilar.  The  lessons  and  explanations,  however,  are  of  greater 
length,  some  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  Degrees  of  Most  Excel- 
lent and  Select  Master  (one  of  the  principal  S.  being  the  same  as  in 
the  grade  of  Select  Master). 

After  the  ceremonies,  the  Brethren  face  the  East,  and  salute  the 
W.'.  M.'.  AJ  an  I.  it.  .  .  ,  four  times,  and  with  the  'salutation' 
.     .     .     .    a  lesson  is  read  from  Amos  vii,  j,S,  and  the  Board  of  I. 
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M.  is  then  closed.  The  closing  ceremonies  are  similar  to  those  used 
in  opening. 

Work  is  then  resumed  in  the  Third  Degree;  the  Master  Masons 
having  been  called  in,  all  Past  Masters  a.ssemble  on  the  dais  in  the 
East. 

The  Installing  Officer  then  presents  the  new  Worshipful  Master, 
and  announces  that  he  has  been  regularly  installed  in  the  C.  of  K. 
S.,  a  procession  is  formed,  and  the  Brethren  salute  the  W.*.  M.*. 
on  passing  the  East.  The  I.  M.  then,/ww  the  East,  proclaims  the 
Brother  as  the  W.*.  M.'.  (of  that  particular  Lodge),  and  he  is  saluted 
three  times  as  such  by  the  Brethren.  The  Brethren  are  seated,  and 
the  working  tools  are  then  presented,  and  explained  (as  in  the  Third 
Degree),  and  the  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  is  closed. 

The  Fellow-crafts  are  admitted,  and  labor  resumed  in  the  Second 
Degree. 

The  new  Master  is  presented  to  the  Brethren,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding degree,  a  procession  is  formed,  and,  upon  passing  the 
East,  the  W.*.  M.*.  receives  the  F.  C.  salutation  from  the  Breth- 
ren. 

The  I.  M  then,  from  the  West,  for  the  second  time,  proclaims  the 
Brother  as  the  W.'.  M.*.  of  the  Lodge;  the  Brethren  salute  twice, 
and  are  then  .seated,  and  the  Working-tools  of  a  Fellow-crail  are 
presented  aud  explained. 

The  Lodge  of  F.  C.  Masons  is  then  closed.  Entered  Apprentices 
are  admitted,  and  Work  resumed  in  the  First  Degree. 

The  new  W.-.  M.'.  is  presented  to  the  Craft,  as  in  the  precding 
degrees,  a  procession  is  formed,  and  the  W  *.  M.*.  .saluted  as  an 
E  A. 

T  he  I.  M.  then,  from  the  Sout/i,  for  the  third  time  proclaims  the 
Brother  as  the  W.*.  M.-.  of  the  Lodge.  The  Brethren  salute  once 
and  are  seated.  The  Working-tools  of  the  First  Degree  are  then 
presented  and  explained.  After  which  theCharter,  Book  of  Con- 
stitutions, etc.  are  presented  and  explained  to  the  W.*.  M.*.,  as 
usual,  in  installations. 

The  Worshipful  Mast-r  himself  then  proceeds  to  invest  his  War- 
dens and  the  other  officers  of  the  Lodge;  which 

The  I.  M.  then  addresses  the  W.*.  M.*.  from  th^  South,  with  the 
usual  charge  to  the  Master  of  a  Lodge.  He  (the  I.  M.)  then  goes  to 
the  West;  and  from  the  West  delivers  the  customary  charge  to  the 
Wardens;  proceeding  thence  to  the  East,  he  delivers  the  usual 
general  charge  to  the  Brethren  this  concluding  the  ceremonies.*' 

OKLAHOMA — ist  Annual,  February,  1893. 

The  papers  announcing  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
have  not  reached  us,  but  in  the  proceedings  of  Indiaa  Territory  the 
steps  taken  thereto  are  given  in  detail,  and  here  we  also  have  the 
pamphlet  containing  the  record  of  her  first  Annual.  She  springs  for- 
ward like  Minerva,  fully  armed  and  equipped  for  the  contest  that 
will  engage  her. 
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Her  strenj^h  consists  of  11  Chartered  Lodges,  with  one  U.  D.  and 
a  membership  of  437,  there  having  been  a  gain  during  the  six 
months  of  her  existence,  of  59. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  but  two  decisions,  which  were  ap- 
proved. He  mentions  that  he  would  only  report  these  as  requiring 
approval,  though  even  in  his  short  term,  he  had  been  burdened  with 

questions. 

He  issued  no  special  Dispensations,  because,  "in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases  it  is  only  a  matter  of  convenience  to  the  Brethren," 
though  occasions  may  arise  demanding  the  exercise  of  the  -pre- 
rogative. 

Notwithstanding  the  expenses  attendent  upon  the  initiation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  there  remains  on  hand  $57. 

Provision  was  made  for  perfection  in  the  work  and  the  production 
of  a  monitor.  An  excellent,  indeed,  a  most  excellent,  oration,  on 
somewhat  the  history  and  principles  ot  Masonry,  was  delivered  by 
Bro.O.  H.  Travers,  in  which  he  occasionally  rose  to  true  eloquence. 
If  delivered  as  well  as  written,  the  Brethren,  indeed  had  a  treat. 

A.  J.  Spungel,ofGulhrie,was  re-elected  G.'.M.-.,and  Jas.  S  Hunt, 
Grand  Secretary . 

We  hope  to  hear  again  from  this  young  sister  and  her  Committee 
on  Correspondence. 

PENNSYLVANIA — i6oth  Annual,  December,   1892. 

Much  of  the  minor  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  disposed  of 
at  the  quarterly  Communications.  At  these,  applications  for  Dis- 
pensations for  new  l^odges  are  made,  and  disposed  of,  and  many 
reports  made.  At  that  held  on  June  1st,  1892,  the  death  of  that  dis- 
tini^uished  and  most  lovable  Bro.  Clifford  P.  MacCalla,  P.  .  G  *. 
M.'.,  which  occurred  at  Port  Said,  Egypt,  was  announced,  and 
many  eulogies,  most  deserved,  were  pronounced.  Indeed,  most 
truly  was  it  said  that  ''the  Craft  throughout  this  broad  land  has 
suffered  an  almost  irreparable  loss.'*  And  while  Bro.  Vaux  said 
that  "the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  visited  by  a  real  bereavement," 
we  say  that  Masonry  at  large  mourns  the  loss  of  one  so  enthusi- 
astic, so  skilled,  so  firm,  so  courteous  and  so  dignified,  yet  so  ad- 
herent to  the  landmarks,  usages  and  requirements  of  the  Fraternity. 
With  Pennsylvania,  Alabama  joins  in  placing  this  tribute  to  his 
worth. 

At  the  same  Communication,  also,  the  Committee  on  Appeals 
reported  on  a  case  where  one  prayed  for  relief  from  the  sentence 
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of  expulsion  for  the  most  heioous  offense  known  to  Masonry —the 
violation  of  a  Brother  Mason's  wife,  knowing;:  her  as  such,  and  most 
righteously  uses  this  langua(>^e  :  '*The  penalty  of  his  sin  is  Ma- 
sonic death  without  the  hope  of  resurrection;"  and  again,  **A 
Brother  who  has  committed  such  a  crime  is  forever  beyond  the 
power  of  a  Grand  Master  to  grant  him  a  Masonic  pardon  " 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  the  number  of  Lodges  as  401,  with 
44,026  members,  and  a  eain  of  1,611  during  the  year.  Even  in  this 
old  Jurisdiction  the  growth  of  the  Craft  seems  to  be  regular  and 
great,  for  during  the  year  seven  new  Lodges  were  constituted. 

The  Grand  Master,  J.  Simpson  Africa,  in  the  opening  of  his  ad- 
dress, thus  alludes  to  the  great  age  of  Masonry  in  thi^  Jurisdiction: 
"This  day  hallowed  in  the  Masonic  calendar,  marks  the  half  way 
point  in  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-first  year  since  the  formation  of 
the  first  Grand  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction.** 

He  says,  a;:  was  decided  by  Grand  Master  Brown,  of  Alabama,  a 
few  years  since,  that  "An  applicant  for.initiation  and  membership 
can  pre.sent  his  petition  to  any  Lodge  in  the  Commonwealth.**  To 
this  there  are  added  a  few  restrictions,  to  us  unknown. 

We  think  he  is  eminently  correct,  when  he  declares  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  Worshfpful  Master  the  Senior  Warden  takes  his  station, 
and  in  the  absence  of  both,  the  Junior  Warden,  and  that  any  one  of 
these,  after  congregatin '  his  Lodge,  may  invite  a  Pa.st  Master,  or 
any  competent  Brother,  to  preside,  this  one  deriving  his  authority 
from  the  presence  of  the  officer  entitled  to  the  chair. 

We  ropy  his  warning  against  innovations,  because  of  its  timeli- 
ness and  general  applicability,  hoping  that  our  Brethren  will  heed 
it: 

"The  closing  years  of  the  nineteenth  century  are  wonderfully 
prolific  in  the  production  of  secret  or  semi-secret  societies,  all  pat- 
terned primarily  or  secondarily  after  our  Ancient  Institution,  that 
has  survived  the  storms  of  many  centuries.  With  the  multiplica- 
tion of  'orders,'  comes  a  tendency  to  make  innovations  upon  the 
ancient  usages,  customs,  and  Landmarks  of  our  Fraternity — here  a 
little  and  there  a  little.  Let  me  warn  you,  Brethren,  against  such 
insidious  innovations,  and  caution  you  to  resist  them  now  and  for 
ever.  Freemasonry  has  existed  from  time  immemorial,  because  it 
has  been  a  law  unto  itself.  Its  principles  and  precepts  are  well 
known  to  those  who  ^»eek  for  light.  They  must  be  preserved  in  all 
their  integrity  and  purity." 

He  recommends  the  abolishment  of  the  practice  of  appointing 
Representatives  to  other  Grand  Lodges,  "as  useless  and  cumber- 
some and  promotive  of  unharmony.** 
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R.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Michael  Arnold,  upon  his  installation  to  the  office 
of  Grand  Master,  in  his  address  to  the  Grand  Lod;?e,  thus  ex- 
presses the  views  of  this  Grand  Lodge  upon  Masonic  displays, 
among  which  is  classed  public  installation  of  officers : 

**No  desire  for  vain  show,  by  public  exhibitions  of  any  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Craft,  which  exclusively  pertain  to  Freemasonry, 
should  ever  exist  in  the  breast  of  any  Mason  ;  for  it  is  a  violation  of 
the  Landmarks,  which  enjoin  secrecy  upon  us.  As  we  look  around 
into  other  lurisdictions,  and  witness  the  evils  which  affiict  them  and 
threaten  the  autonomy  of  their  Grand  Lodges,  we  find  that  the 
cause  of  some  of  their  troubles  may  be  traced  to  their  public  exhi- 
bitions of  the  solemn  and  dignified,  because  secret  and  exclusive, 
ceremonies  of  the  Lodge,  such  as  have  taken  place  here  to-day. 
The  installation  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  other  officers  of  a 
Grand  Lodge,  is  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  secret  work  of  the 
Lodge  as  the  election  of  those  officers.  If  one  cannot  be  partici- 
pated in  by  the  public,  neither  can  the  other.  Public  exhibitions  re- 
quire fantastic  costumes,  while  the  plain  and  simple  Master  Mason 
is  almost  unnoticed  in  the  giddy  throng.  The  glamour  of  the  show 
attracts  unworthy  applicants  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Fraternity.  Persons  so  attracted  are  volatile  and  unsteady.  They 
are  not  fit  material  for  the  temple  of  Freemasonry.  The  yoke  of 
obedience  rests  on  them  with  as  little  weight  as  the  injunction  of 
secrecy.  Let  us  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  cause  of  this  dis- 
ease does  not  exist  in  this  Grand  Lodge. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  evil.  The  violation  of  one  Landmark 
leads  to  the  violation  of  another.'' 

Another  peculiarly  pleasant  and  agreeable  review  of  other  Juris- 
dictions is  presented  by  Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  so  interesting  as  to  in- 
vite continuous  reading.  His  introduction  embodies  many  subjects 
treated  pleasantly,  and  none  more  important  than  the  subject  of 
Landmarks,  among  which,  probably,  there  is  none  of  greater  mo- 
ment to  Masonry  than  that  which  teaches  **that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  make  innovations  on  the 
Landmarks  of  Masonry."  He  dwells  with  proper  emphasis  on  the 
absolute  necessity  of  adherence  to  it,  but  we  alter  or  change  the 
whole  structure  of  the  Order,  and  thus  tend  to  its  ultimate  de- 
struction. In  this  age  of  restlessness,  we  see  the  efforts  being 
made  to  attach  new  theories  to  the  Order,  and  in  many  instances 
these  are  pressed  with  a  vigor  which,  if  expended  in  the  legitimate 
direction,  would  redound  in  great  good  to  Masonry.  Alabama  for 
1891  meets  with  due  and  favorable  consideration.  The  initial  par- 
agraphs of    Grand    Master    Morrow's  address    receive  unstinted 
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praise.  Of  the  right  of  the  visitor  to  demand  the  Charter,  his 
views  are  precisely  those  frequently  expressed  by  us,  and  on  which 
we  always  acted  while  presiding  over  a  Lodge.     He  says  : 

**While  the  Lodge  is  at  work  the  Charter  cannot  be  taken  from 
the  Master's  station,  and  if  it  should  be,   the  Lodge  is  closed  epso 
facto ;  no  Charter,  no  Lodge.'* 

He  is  no  believer  in  the  orthodoxy  of  the  Masonry  of  the  Grand 
Symbolic  Diet  of  Mexico,  nor  does  he  see  any  cause  for  glorifying 
the  cause  of  the  Grand  Master  Tyler  of  Texas,  in  his  treaty  with  it. 

We  have  exceeded  our  limit,  and  must  bid  adieu  to  our  good 
Brother. 

Michael  Arnold,  Philadelphia,  G.  M. 
Michael  Nisbet,  Philadelphia,  G.  Sec'y. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND— i8th  Annual,  June,  1893. 

Last  year  we  were  forced  to  chronicle  the  loss  of  two  active  Ma- 
sons in  the  two  preceding  years,  but  this  year  we  are  grieved  to 
note  a  decrease  of  9,  the  membership  now  being  493,  against  502 
at  preceding  report.  This  the  Grand  Secretary  accounts  for  by  **so 
many  leaving  the  country  for  the  Northwest  and  the  United  States." 
The  number  of  Lodges  is  12,  the  same  as  heretofore. 

Grand  Master  Simon  W.  Crabbe  states  that  but  one  question  had 
been  submitted  for  his  decision.  He  was  industrious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  having  visited  all  but  one  Lodge.  These 
were  found  exceedingly  proficient. 

Affiliation  was  had  with  the  Grand  Masonic  Relief  Association, 
from  which  good  results  are  anticipated. 

Thomas  A.  McLean,  Charlottetown,  G.  M. 
B.  Wilson  Higgs,  Charlottetown,  G.  Sec'y. 

Because  of  the  depleted  condition  of  the  Treasury,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence  having  made  their  Report,  it  was, 

^'Resoh'cd,  That  the  Report  be  not  published  with  the  Proceed- 
ings." 

This  is  much  regretted,  for  we  are  pleased  at  being  able  to  com- 
mune with  our  distant  Brethren,  but  we  are  forced  to  accept  the 
situation,  most  heartily  quoting  one  of  their  own  adages,  "Better 
luck  next  time." 
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With  this,  we  bid  these  Prcieedings  and  Brethren  a  fraternal 
adieu. 

SOUTH    CAROLINA — 115TH    Annual,    December,   1892. 

This  Communication  was  presided  over  by  M.\  W.*.  William  T. 
Branch,  G.\  M..,  who,  in  his  address,  we  hope,  takes  only  a 
pessimistic  view  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  within  his  Jurisdic- 
tion, and  that  affairs  are  not  so  bad  as  to  him  they  appear  to  be. 
Yet  he  says : 

•*I  cannot  say  as  did  my  predecessor  (and  I  regret  it),  *That  Free- 
masonry in  South  Carolina  is  marching  onward  '  No;  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  is  ;  in  some  few  Lodges  it  may  be,  but  in  the  Juris- 
diction I  fear  that  it  is  at  a  standstill,  if  not  going  backward,  and  I 
attribute  it  to  several  causes. 

First,  Because  of  the  indifference  and  want  of  interest  by  the 
great  majority  of  the  Craft  ;  thereby  producing  neglect,  necessarily 
followed  by  ignorance,  not  only  of  the  Ritual  and  Jurisprudence, 
which  is  woeful  indeed,  but  a  great  want  of  appreciation  of  the 
beautiful,  wise  and  impressive  lessons  of  morality  and  Brotherly 
Love  which  it  teaches." 

And  again,  he  says  :  "1  believe  there  are  as  many  non-affiliated 
Masons  in  South  Carolina,  as  there  are  Masons  in  good  standing.** 
We  can  form  no  estimate  of  the  growth  or  diminution  from  the 
tabular  statement.  We,  nevertheless,  find  that  there  are  185 
("bartered  Lodges,  with  8  U.  D.  and  6,082  Master  Masons.  Thede 
missions  number  198,  and  deaths  102,  and  degrees  conferred  1,024. 

He  recommends  the  more  generally  conferring  the  side  degrees 
on  the  wives  and  daughters  of  Masons,  that  they  may  be  the  more 
generally  known  and  recognized.  These  he  terms  "Androgynous 
desrrees  '* 

He  authorized,  by  Dispensation,  the  formation  of  three  new 
Lodges,  one  of  which  received  a  Charter.  Two  of  the  old  Lodges, 
which  had  been  dormant,  were  revived. 

Of  applications  for  Dispensations,  he  says : 

••I  have  had  numerous  applications  during  the  year  to  grant  Dis- 
pensations for  almost  every  conceivable  object,  some  of  them  al- 
most as  ridiculous  as  to  entertain  the  petition  of  a  blind  man,  which 
furnishes  evidence  of  supreme  indifference  or  want  of  study  of  the 
Landmarks  and  Constitution.'* 

Stiles  P.  Denny,  Walhalla,  G.  M. 
Chas.  Inglesby,  Charleston,  G.  Sec'y. 
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The  Grand  Secretary  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  giv- 
ing Alabama  for  1891  fraternal  notice.  He  thinks  that  there  is,  or 
should  be,  such  a  thing  as  a  resignation,  or  withdrawal,  from  a 
Lodge  as  well  as  a  demit,  and  makes  clear  his  views  in  the  follow- 
ing extract. 

Indiana  entertains  the  same  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and  we 
think  Kansas  also,  and  perhaps  others  of  whom  we  do  not  now 
think .  Under  Arizona,  he  quotes  a  decision  of  the  Grand  Master 
expressing  similar  views,  and  then  adds : 

"We  concur  in  the  whole  of  the  decision  above  quoted,  but  the 
point  in  it  which  we  desire  to  emphasize  is,  that  'a  demit  is  a  rec- 
ommendation to  the  Craft  at  large  and  an  endorsement  Masoni- 
cally  of  the  Brother  bearing  it.*  It  is  the  act  of  the  Lodge,  and  can 
onlv  issue  by  vote  of  the  Lodges.  If  for  any  reason,  the  Lodge  in 
its  judgment,  does  not  think  the  Brother  such  an  one  as  it  is  will- 
ing to  endorse  and  recommend  to  the  'favorable  consideration  of 
the  Craft  wheresoever  dispersed,'  then  it  is  not  only  the  right,  but 
it  is  the  duty,  of  the  Lodge  to  refuse  to  grant  a  demit.  It  has 
been  said  that  in  such  case,  the  Lodge  should  prefer  charges.  To 
this  we  answer,  not  necessarilv.  The  applicant  for  the  demit  may 
have  done  nothing  which  would  justify  cnarges,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  may  be  one  whom  the  Lodge  would  not  teel  justified  in 
recommending.  The  fact  that  the  Lodge  has  to  vote  upon  the 
application  for  a  demit,  shows  that  it  is  a  matter  within  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Lodge  to  grant  or  refuse.  While,  therefore,  the  appli- 
cant has  the  right  to  apply  for  a  demit,  it  is  for  the  Lodge,  in  its 
discretion,  to  pass  upon  the  application  favorably  or  unfavorably. 
If  this  is  not  so,  then  the  vote  of  the  Lodge  upon  the  application 
is  an  idle  ceremony.  But  it  may  be  asked,  how  then  is  the  appli- 
cant, who  has  been  refused  a  demit,  to  get  out  of  the  Lodge  and 
put  himself  in  such  position  that  he  can  apply  for  affiliation  to 
another  Lodge  ?  The  answer  is— let  him  pay  his  dues  in  full  and 
resign  his  membership.  Upon  doing  this,  he  is  entitled  to  a  certifi- 
cate under  the  seal  of^  the  Lodge,  that  he  has  paid  in  full  and  is 
no  longer  a  member.  Upon  this  certificate  he  can  as  readily  ap- 
ply for  application  as  upon  a  demit.  The  difference  between  the 
two  is,  that  the  demit  is  the  action  of  the  Lodge  and  carries  a  rec- 
ommendation and  endorsement — the  resignation  is  the  act  of  the 
Brother  himself,  certified  to  by  the  Secretary  and  seal  of  the 
Lodge.  We  have  always  held  that  the  Mason  is  as  absolutely  free 
to  go  as  he  was  to  come,  and  that  enforced  membership  is  unma- 
sonic  and  unwise.  It  follows  that  the  right  to  resign  covers  all 
the  apparent  hardship." 

He  thinks  the  ''office  of  Grand  Representative  is  purely  orna- 
mental," but  thinks  it  "had  better  be  abolished  at  once." 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA— i8th  Annual,  June,  1892. 

This  Communication  was  presided  over  by  M.'.  W.*.  G.'.  M.*. 
Geo.  A.  Johnston,  with  Representatives  from  81  Lodj^es  present. 
The  Grand  Secretary  was  jubilant,  and  properly  so,  over  the  fact 
that  for  the  seventh  time  he  is  able  to  report  every  Lodge  as  hav- 
ing furnished  report,  and  remitted  dues,  as  required  by  law.  The 
Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  congratulated  the  Secretaries 
on  the  skill  displayed  by  them,  and  desires  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
emphasize  the  commendation  bestowed  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 
The  Grand  Master  is  also  greatly  pleased  with  the  condition  of 
the  Craft,  everything  betokening  that  it  is  governed  by  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry.  There  are  now  81  Chartered  Lodges,  with  a 
membership  of  3,725,  the  gain  having  been  22().  Three  of  these 
Lodges  were  U.  D.,  but  received  their  Charters  at  this  Communi- 
cation. 

This  Grand  Lodge,  by  adopting  a  special  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence,  gave  notice  of,  and  thus  warned  the  Craft 
against,  the  bogus  Body,  styling  itself  another  Ohio  Grand  Lodge. 

In  a  resolution  adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  thanked  the  Craft  of  Sioux  Falls,  where  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  held,  and  the  citizens  of  that  city,  and  said  "that  long 
will  the  very  and  only  pleasant  memories  of  this  Annual  Communi- 
cation linger  in  the  memory  of  all  those  who  attended."  If  the 
feasting  alluded  to,  and  recounted  in  the  resolution,  were  the  only 
pleasant  events  to  remember,  where  was  the  companionship  of 
Grand  Lodges  when  warm  greetings  and  the  renewal  of  old  friend- 
ships form  so  happy  a  part  of  these  Communications?  Finances 
g^ood. 

Harvey  J.  Rice,  Huron,  G.  M. 

Chas.  T.  McCoy,  Aberdeen,  G.  Sec*y. 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  Wm.  Blatt,  P.*.  G.'.  M.*.,  was  the  author  of  the  Re- 
port on  Correspondence,  giving  Alabama,  for  1891,  her  usual  posi- 
tion. It  is  delightful,  occasionally,  to  meet  among  the  guild  such  a 
spirit  of  conservatism  as  is  there  to  be  found,  and  the  preservation 
of  old  thoughts,  and  the  exposure  and  rejection  of  innovations  may 
be  expected  from  those  composing  it.  But  from  the  out-cropping 
continually,  of  such  spirit,  we  fear  that  in  this  age  of  so-called  pro- 
gress, many  innovations  and  changes  tending  to  the  eventual  dis- 
ruption of  this  glorious  old  fabric  would  be  introduced. 
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He  entertains  no  fear  of  any  detrimental  result  from  the  Frater- 
nal Congress,  because  from  the  six  previous  Conventions  no  such 
result  appeared.  Because  the  spider,  in  her  attempt  to  attach  her 
web  to  some  selected  point,  ave,  even  six  times,  does  she  desist,  or 
does  she  not  attain  her  end  by  persistence? 

He  has  no  fancy  for  the  District  Deputy  system  as  promotive  of 
uniformity  of  work,  but  we  would  that  the  Brother  should  under- 
stand that  the  division  of  the  f  urisdiction  into  districts  is  only  that  a 
lecturer  may  be  provided  for  each,  so  far  as  it  bids  fair  to  succeed. 

He  thinks  the  conferring  the  degrees  out  of  time  "lessens,  of  ne- 
cessity, the  respect  and  high  opinion  of  the  candidate  for  the  insti- 
tution, and  consequently  his  love  for  and  devotion  to  its  principles,** 
and  very  properly  thinks  the  Grand  Master  should  be  very  chary 
and  careful  in  granting  Dispensations. 

But  we  must  desist,  for  before  us,  also,  lies  theoamphlet  for 

SOUTH  DAKOTA— 19TH  Annual,  June,  1893, 

Which  it  behooves  us  to  examine.  From  it  we  learn  that  there 
has  been  an  increase  to  the  membership  of  211,  making  the  total 
active  Master  Masons  now  number  3,725.  It  also  shows  that  a  Dis- 
pensation for  a  new  Lodge  was  issued,  but  that  it  was  also  continued 
for  a  year. 

Grand  Master  Rice  rather  complains  of  the  paucity  of  letters  re- 
ceived by  him.  but  consoles  himself  with  the  reflection  that  the 
Lodge  Officers  are  reading  and  thoughtful  ones,  and  thus  relieving 
the  Grand  Master.  His  decisions,  are  in  our  opinion,  correct.  He 
favors  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Chicago  Congress,  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  suggestion.  He  thought,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depleted  treasury,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  dis- 
pense, for  a  year,  with  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer,  but  with  this, 
the  Grand  Lodge  would  not  agree,  though  it  appropriates  nothing  to 
his  expenses. 

Again  the  Grand  Secretary  compliments  the  Suborc'inate  Secre- 
taries, and  again  the  Committee  emphasizes. 

Richard  C.  McCallister,  Madison,  G.  M. 
C.  T.  McCoy,  Aberdeen,  G.  Sec*y. 

Bro.  Blatt  is  again  the  reporter.  When  speaking  of  Masonic 
Homes,  he  says: 

"The  zeal  and  energy  required  in  bringing  these  to  a  successful 
issue,  taxes  to  its  utmost  capacity   the  Treasury  of  Grand  Lodges 
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and  the  time  of  Grand  Officers.  We  fear  that  other  duties  to  the 
Craft  and  concerns  of  its  future  stability  may,  if  not  lost  sight  of,  at 
least  temporarily  suffer  from  the  engrossing  interest  bestowed  upon 
the  former. 

A  trifling  departure  here  and  there  from  established  rules  and  reg- 
ulations, inattention  to  new  duties  arising  to  the  Craft  from  the  pro- 
gress and  change  of  Society,  may,  ere  long,  tend  to  place  the  Insti- 
tution on  a  level  with  Associations  organized  for  the  sole  advance- 
ment of  the  material  interests  of  its  members." 

Alabama,  for  1892.  is  duly  considered.  The  Brother  errs  in  sup- 
posing that  the  report  made  by  the  Committee,  of  which  I  was 
Chairman,  had  reference  to  the  Fraternal  Congress,  or  the  invita- 
tion of  the  M.'.  W.  .  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  but  alone  to  the 
Resolutions  of  Bro.  Cunningham,  referred  to  us.  If  to  the  Congress, 
the  Report  would  have  contained  a  reference  to  the  Congress,  and 
if  to  the  invitation,  the  Report  would  have  noticed  in  courteous  and 
fraternal  terms  the  M.*.  W.*.  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky.  We  have 
noticed  that  this  same  error  is  made  by  many  of  the  Report- 
ers, and  we  hope  that  this  explanation  will  be  received  by  all  We 
are  constrained  to  leave  the  Brother,  because  to  abide  with  him 
longer,  would  swell  our  Report  to  improper  size." 

TENNESSEE— 79TH  Annual,  January,  1893. 

Grand  Master  M.  D.  Smallman  opened  this  Communication,  and 
presided  thereover,  with  Representatives  from  388  Lodges  present, 
the  entire  number  of  Chartered  Lodges  being  419,  with,  also,  ten 
U.  D.  Master  Mason  members  numbered  17,554,  while  the  net  in- 
crease was  225.  The  aggregate  of  withdrasvrals  and  suspensions  for 
non-payment  of  dues  was  very  large.  Charters  were  granted  to  ten 
of  the  Lodges  U.  D.,  and  two  were  continued  U.  D. 

The  Grand  Master  had,  during  the  year,  issued  his  Dispensation 
for  the  formation  of  three  new  Lodges,  and  he  hopes  that  as  there 
is  "luck  in  odd  numbers,"  then  his  ^'cherished  progeny  may  live 
always  and  prosper,  as  the  green  bay  tree." 

He  made  many  official  visits,  and  impressed  upon  the  members 
in  every  instance,  what  should  be  carefully  and  firmly  taught  in  ev- 
ery Lodge,  such,  for  instance,  as  that  once,  at  least,  in  every  year. 
Members  and  the  Lodge  should  balance  their  accounts;  that  every 
Lods:e  room  should  be  comfortably  furnished;  that  the  members 
should  demonstrate  to  the  Master  their  desire  to  fully  uphold,  and 
assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  that  the  Master   should 
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fully  qualify  himself  for  carefully  instructing  and  interesting:  the 
Brethren;  that  the  members  should  be  taught  to  feel  the  infinite 
value  of  the  Bible,  the  principal  of  the  great  lights,  and  that  the 
Master  should  so  conduct  himself  as  to  be  an  example  of  morality, 
reverence,  charity  and  punctuality.  If  all  our  Lodges  would  keep 
these  truths  always  in  mind,  and  act  upon  them,  then,  indeed, 
would  Masonry  not  lose  its  reward. 

The  Masonic  Home  is  progressing,  and  already  furnishes  a  home 
for  a  few  of  the  needy  and  distressed,  and  at  this  Communication 
more  than  $1,600,  in  cash  and  pledges,  were  obtained  for  that  ob- 
ject. 

We  find  the  following  ad>pted  as  the  sentiment  of  this  Grand 
Lodge: 

*'Your  Committee  would  also  recommend  that  his  commissioning 
certain  Grand  Representatives  to  other  Grand  Lodges  be  approvecT 
And  in  this  connection  your  Committee  would  respectfully  suggest, 
that  the  experience  of  many  years  confirm  us  in  the  opinion  that 
this  purely  ornamental  feature  of  modern  Grand  Lodge  polity  is  of 
no  practical  value,  but  is  liable  to  bring  about  misunderstandings  and 
heartburnings.  We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  incoming 
Grand  Master  be  recjuested  to  investigate  this  Grand  Representa- 
tive feature,  in  all  its  relations  to  the  Craft,  and  make  such  report 
as  to  him  seemeth  wise,  on  the  question  of  abolishing  the  cu.stom 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee." 

Dispensations  for  seven  new  Lodges  were  recommended. 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  recommended,  in  order  to  diminish 
expenses,  the  curtailment  of  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  but 
the  Grand  Lodge  would  not  look  through  the  same  glasses.  For 
this  we  are  thankful,  for  had  such  recommendation  been  adopted, 
Bro.  Connor,  one  of  our  best  writers,  would  have  been  .so  handi- 
capped as  to  have  materially  destroyed  the  interest  of  his  produc- 
tions. 

Ben  F.  Price,  Memphis,  G.  M. 
John  Frizzell,  Nashville,  G.  Sec*y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  fertile  pen  of  Bro.  G. 
C.  Connor,  P.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  whose  report  of  last  year  contained  so 
much  information  in  relation  to  European  Lodges,  that  was  both 
interesting  and  instructive.  Alabama,  for  18J)1,  is  duly  and  frater- 
nally noticed.  Commenting  on  our  declaration  that  a  visitor  has  the 
right  to  demand  to  see  the  Charter  before  submitting  to  examina- 
tion, he  well  says: 
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"To  be  sure,  he  has  the  right,  for  how  are  you  going  to  close  his 
mouth?  But  the  right  to  demand  does  not  imply  the  duty  of  the 
Lodge  to  exhibit !  A  Lodge  may  retuse  the  demand,  just  as  an  em- 
ployer may  refuse  the  demand  of  an  employe  for  an  advance  of 
wages  !  But  who  will  say  that  an  employe  nas  not  the  right  to  de- 
mand the  advance?     Why  mystify  a  plain  proposition?" 

And  we  are  pleased  to  find  him  giving  utterance,  as  follows,  in 
relation  to  the  proposition  for  a  Congress  to  produce  uniformity  of 
work: 

*'The  visionary  scheme  to  organize  a  National  Committee  to  make 
the  Ritual  uniform,  will  float  away  in  thin  air  at  the  Communica- 
tion of  1892,  we  predict.  These  uniformists  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
necessary  evil." 

To  this  we  add  an  extract  from  his  conclusion  on  the  same  sub- 
ject: 

"That  the  general  forms  should  be  the  same  in  every  Lodge  of  a 
Jurisdiction,  goes  without  saying,  but  that  an  iron-clad  form  of  words, 
such  as  the  printed  Rituals  of  some  churches,  should  be  enforceo, 
is  not  the  sum  of  all  wisdom.  Indeed,  such  enforcement  is  impos- 
sible, save  by  printing  the  Ritual,  and  requiring  the  workers  to  read 
direct  from  the  printed  page. 

Is  such  iron-clad  enforcement  desirable?  It  is  not,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  Committee.  There  are  thousands  of  good  Brethren 
who  believe, — it  is  so  much  easier  to  believe  than  to  know, — that  the 
present  form  of  the  Ritual  is  that  in  which  it  came  to  us  from  the 
fathers,  in  the  long  ago.  Such  talk  about  the  *01d  Work,'  and 
denounce  modern  innovations.  Such  insist  on  uniformity  of  cere- 
monials, and  complain  of  those  who  allow  others  to  do  what  they 
insist  on  doing  themselves,  viz.:  vary  the  ceremonials,  in  form  and 
words,  to  suit  the  surroundings,  and  the  capacity  of  the  candidate. 
Now,  the  'Old  Work'  of  these  Brethren  is  the  work  they  have  in 
their  own  Lo'iges,  or  that  which  some  old  Brother  taught  them 
forty  years  ago  and  which  was  denounced  in  those  days  by  older 
Brethren,  as  full  of  modern  innovations,  and  departures  from  the 
old  ways. 

There  is  no  'Old  Work.'  We  may  just  as  well  know  the  facts, 
and  knowing  them,  act  reasonably.  The  Operatives  had  no  Ritual, 
and  the  Speculatives,  which  came  into  being  during  the  closing  days 
of  the  Operative  societies,  practically  had  none  during  a  century. 
The  three  degrees  did  not  exist  as  ciivisions  of  initiation,  and  the 
Entered  Apprentice  Lodge  was  the  working  body  of  the  Craft.  The 
invention  of  the  Fellow-Craft's  Degree,  and  of  the  Master's  Degree, 
as  separate  initiations,  are  modern  innovations,  speaking  from  the 
early  days  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  ceremonials  in  vogue  to- 
day are  growths  from  the  seed  sown  by  Preston,  of  England,  and 
Webb,  of  the  United  States.  I  have  personal  knowledge  of  ten  Rit- 
uals, which  are  the   fruits  of  those  plantings,  and  the  variations  are 
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most  astounding  to  those  who  dream  of  'Old  Work;*  but  the  most 
natural  of  consequences  to  those  who  are  students  of  such  develop- 
ments of  humanity.'* 

We  have  never  seen  the  following  sentiments,  yet  they  are  slrik 
ing  and  just,  and  for  this  reason  we  give  them  to  you: 

"A  Lodge  raises  a  man,  to  which  a  Master  Mason  conscientiously 
objects,  holding  him  unworthy,  and  binds  him  to  the  objector,  and 
binds  the  objector  to  him,  by  obligations  r either  can  lay  aside  or  dis- 
regard. This  binding  is  without  the  objector's  consent,  and  in  the 
very  tt  eth  of  his  protest.  Ought  such  disregard  of  objection  by  a 
worthy  Brother  to  be  considered  Masonic?  It  is  not  what  the  law  w, 
but  the  righteousness  of  the  existing  law,  that  is  under  discussion. 

An  objection  to  Lodge  membership,  filed  by  one  not  a  member, 
should  not  reject  an  applicant  for  affiliation,  and  the  reason  for  this 
is  patent.  But  the  reason  for  denying  the  right  of  objection  to  those 
bound  by  the  raising  of  a  man  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master 
Mason,  because  not  of  the  Lodge  doing  the  raising,  is  not  so  clear. 
Will  some  thoughtful  Brother  continue  this  discussion?** 

We  find  that  Tennessee  and  Alabama  agree  that  expulsion  by  a 
Lodge  is  conclusive,  unless  the  sentence  is  reversed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  on  appeal. 


TEXAS — 57TH  Annual,  December,  1892. 

This  Grand  Lodge  met  on  the  same  day  with  ours.  It  has  533 
Subordinates,  and  its  membership  numbers  24,128,  and  its  increase 
during  the  year  was  935.  Its  smallest  Lodge  has  9  members;  its 
largest,  238,  and  the  average  is  44.  Grand  Master  John  Watson  is- 
sued eleven  dispensations  for  new  Lodges,  all  of  which,  save  one, 
were  Chartered  at  this  Communication.  We  find  that  he  differed 
materially  from  the  views  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
some  others,  in  regard  to  public  installations,  for  he  authorized  as 
many  as  five  Lodges  to  perform  this  ceremony  in  public,  but  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Eastern  Star,  he  agrees  with  them  in  knowing  nothing  of 
them,  Masonically.  He  granted  a  Dispensation  for  confer- 
ring the  Third  Degree  out  of  time,  when  the  circumstances  appear 
to  us  most  fully  to  warrant  it. 

Of  the  notice  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  that  that  Grand 
Lodge  would  no  longer  exchange  Representatives,  as,  in  its  opin- 
ion, "it  has  not  resulted  in  any  good  to  the  general  welfare  of  Ma- 
sonry,*' he  says: 
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"The  custom  is  one  that  has  been  followed  for  a  jfreat  many  years, 
and  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  changing  or  abolishing  it,  and  am  of 
the  opinion  that  our  Worshipful  Brother  of  Iowa  undertakes  a  task 
most  difficult  to  perform,  when  he  endeavors  to  convince  the  Ma- 
sonic world  that  old  and  well-established  customs  should  be  broken 
up.  However,  since  he  has  officially  informed  the  Grand  I.odge 
of  Texas  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  would  no  longer  have  a 
Grand  Representative  in  Texas,  it  but  remains  for  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Texas  to  withdraw  her  Representative  from  near  the  Grand 
Lod^e  of  Iowa,  and  become  a  looker  on  what  I  predict  will  be  an 
ineffectual  effort  to  change  a  time-worn  usage." 

A  goodly  number  of  appeals  and  grievances,  and  some  relative  to 
a  very  grievous  Masonic  offence,  appear,  but  in  every  instance  su- 
preme punishment  followed. 

Thomas  B.  Cochran,  Austin,  G.  M. 
W.  F.  Swain,  Houston,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Thomas  M.  Mathews,  P.*.  G.'.  M.*.,  made  the  Report  re- 
viewing the  Proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges,  ours,  for 
1891,  being  of  the  number. 

He  complains  that  in  the  list  of  Representatives,  Alabama  does 
not  show  Texas  at  all,  while  the  Texas  Report  show  P.*.  G.*.  M.*. 
Elgin,  as  representing  Alabama,  and  N  P.  Gross,  Texas.  How  is 
this,  Bro.  Secretary,  and  why? 

He  does  not  agree  with  our  Committee  as  to  the  right  of  a  visitor 
to  demand  \o  see  the  Charter,  and  says: 

"We  dissent  from  the  ruling,  but  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it 
now,  further  than  to  say  that  the  matter  might  well  be  left  with  the 
individual  lodges  to  determine.  There  can  surely  be  nothing  wrong 
to  permit  a  visitor  to  examine  the  Charter,  if  he  so  wish,  but,  after 
seeing  it,  he  would  not  know  if  it  were  genuine  or  a  forgery,  beinp; 
unfamiliar  with  the  signatures,  and  therefore  none  the  wiser.  Nei- 
ther would  harm  come  to  the  Lodge,  if,  declining  to  show  the 
Charter,  the  visitor  refused  to  be  examined,  and  so  ^iled  to  enter. 
The  Lodge  could  get  along  equally  as  well  without  him." 

So  did  we,  but  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  and  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  decided  otherwise,  and  we  submit. 

He  evidently  had  no  faith  in  the  proposition  for  the  establishment 
of  a  uniform  Ritual  by  any  Congress,  and  believes  "it  is  best  to  let 
well  enough  alone."  "The  verbiage  may  difier  somewhat,  but  the 
essentials  are  the  same." 

He  displays  a  nervousness  about  the  constant  application  for  Ma- 
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sonic  Congresses,  and  tears  the  eventual  result,  and  we  are  of  like 
opinion. 

Texas  has  a  large  and  accumulatinc:  fund,  for  a  Home,  but  he 
says: 

"We  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  with  the  fund  properly  man- 
aged and  disbursed,  we  believe  that  much,  very  much  more  can 
be  accomplished  than  by  the  erection  of  costly  buildings,  which 
must  be  maintained  at  large  annual  expense,  and  thereby  diverting 
no  inconsiderable  sum  from  ther  al  good  it  might  accomplish.*' 

With  this,  we  wish  him  good-night. 

UTAH — 22ND  Annual,  January,  1893. 

Seven,  all  the  Chartered  Lodges  in  the  Jurisdiction  at  the  time, 
were  represented,  when  Grand  Master  Watson  N.  Shilling  openea 
this  Grand  Lodge.  Now  there  are  eight,  one  having  received  its 
Charter  at  this  Communication.  The  number  of  active  Masons  is  622, 
and  the  increase  during  the  year  was  58.  The  growth  in  members 
is  said  by  the  Grand  Master  to  have  been  'without  precedent."  He 
urges  the  Brethren  to  remember  that  all  eyes  are  upon  them,  and 
to  live  as  they  teach.  He  seems  apprehensive  about  the  finances, 
and  cautions  care — applauds  one  of  the  Lodges  for  raising  the  fees 
for  degress  from  $50  to  $75  ;  regrets  that  no  progress  is  be- 
ing made  towards  the  Temple;  when  applied  to,  subscribed  on  be- 
half of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Agent,  and 
cautions  the  Brethren  against  too  hasty  or  too  much  legislation. 

The  Relief  Association,  at  Salt  Lake  City,  expended  near  $700 
during  the  past  year. 

The  Grand  Lodge  diminished  the  dues  from  the  Lodges  to  |2.50 
per  capita,  and  that  for  each  degree  to  SOcts.  The  Grand  Master's 
apprehension  in  relation  to  the  finances,  may  yet  be  realized. 

Albion  Bernard  Emery,  Park  City,  G.  M. 
Christopher  Diehl,  Salt  Lake  City,  G.  Sec'y. 

This  last  made  his  usual  interesting  Report  on  Correspondence. 
He  speaks  of  the  exordium  of  Grand  Master  Morrow's  address  as 
being  "eloquently  written."  He  quotes  decisions  1  and  13,  of  1891, 
applauding  the  first,  but  disagreeing  with  the  last.  He  is  amazed 
(and  well  he  may  be)at  thesmallness  of  Lodge  dues  in  Alabama, and 
says  that  in  Utah  they  are  $12  per  annum,  and  declares  that  out 
there  they  do  not  believe  in  cheap  Masonry. 
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VERMONT— -99TH  Annual,  June.    1892. 

We  should  have  had  these  Proceedings  last  year,  and  why  we  did 
not,  we  do  not  understand  ;  however,  the  truth  of  the  old  adage, 
"better  late  than  never,"  is  exemplified.  From  them  we  find  that 
there  are  103  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  8,976,  there  having 
been  a  gain  of  136.  We,  also,  learn  that  it  has  been  a  * 'prosperous 
year,"  Masonically.  Among  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master  Delos 
M.  Bacon,  we  find  this : 

**In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  occurring  in  the  East,  the  Senior 
Warden  succeeds  to  the  duties  ot  Master,  the  Junior  Warden  re^ 
mains  in  the  South  by  election  and  installation,  the  presiding  offi- 
cer filling  the  West,  by  pro  tempore  appointment." 

Which  rule  prevails  also  here.  If.  however,  both  the  East  and 
West  are  vacant,  we  hold  that  the  Junior  Warden  of  right  fills  the 
chair  of  the  presiding  officer. 

Here  it  is  held  that  a  Master  elect  cannot  be  installed  until  he 
shall  have  received  the  Past  Master's  degree.  Many  Grand  Lodges 
have  promulgated  edicts  prohibiting  the  joint  occupancy  of  Masonic 
halls  with  bodies  not  Masonic,  but  we  have  never  seen,  when  in 
such  use,  they  were  ever  put  to  so  secondary  and  degrading  a  pur- 
pose as  the  following : 

**A  complaint  has  reached  me,  of  recent  date,  that  in  one  in- 
stance, a  Lodge  room  is  used  as  a  lunch  and  waiting  room  to  a 
public  dance  held  in  another  room  in  the  same  building.  In  this 
case  a  protest  had  been  made  in  open  Lodge  by  a  member,  who 
was  also  an  officer  of  the  Lodge,  against  the  practice.  The  com- 
plaint alleges  that  since  said  protest  was  entered,  the  Lodge  room 
proper  had  been  opened  to  the  public  as  lunch  and  dressing  room 
for  the  same  purpose." 


it 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Tasmania  was  recognized,  and  exchange 
of  Representatives  invited. 

Delos  M.  Bacon,  St.  Johnsbury  Center,  G.  M. 
Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington.  G.  Sec'y. 

P.*.  G.*.  M.*.  Marsh  O.  Perkins  brought  forward  ih«*  Report  on 
Correspondence,  m  which  Alabama  occupied  her  usual  place. 
We  copy  what  he  says  about  the  ruling  of  Grand  Master  Morrow, 
which  is  also  given  : 

•*An  E.  A.  or  F.  C,  who  has  received  the  degree,  or  degrees,  in 
a    Subordinate  Lodge    under  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,   and  after- 
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wards  removes  to  another  Jurisdiction  and  acquires  residence 
therein,  can  not  b  *  advanced  in  the  Lodg^e  which  conferred  the  de- 
gree, or  degrees,  without  the  consent  of  the  latter  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

This  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  general  usage  and  statutory  regu- 
lations of  the  Craft,  and  we  are  surprised  that  Grand  Lodge  con- 
curred with  the  Committee  and  Grand  Master.  With  such  a  regu- 
lation, what  becomes  of  the  acknowledged  right  to  the  title  of  the 
material  upon  which  work  has  been  begun  ?  And  what  Jurisdic- 
tion will  care  to  assume  the  title  of  material  virtually  rejected,  and 
cast  out  like  rubbish  ?  And  what,  too,  becomes  of  the  rights  of 
the  material  itself?  With  the  looseness  of  the  laws  in  man^ 
States,  as  to  what  constitutes  residence,  if  for  no  other  reason,  it 
would  seem  as  if  Alabama's  departure  from  the  long  established 
usage  and  custom  of  the  Craft  was  decidedly  unwise,  and  that  her 
best  course  now  would  be  found  in  retracing  her  steps  taken  in 
this  direction  " 

He  evidently  entertains  no  hope  of  any  beneficial  result  from 
the  Fraternal  Congress. 

VERMON  r — looTH  Annual,  June,   1893. 

Here,  also,  are  the  Proceedings  of  1898,  with^M.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Master  Delos  M.  Bacon  presiding,  showing  a  still  further  increase 
in  the  membership  of  the  Lodges,  th«5  number  now  reaching  9,41]. 
One  new  Lodge  was  also  authorized  by  Dispensation  to  be  organ- 
ized, and  this  was  found  worthy  ofa  Charter  at  this  Communica- 
tion. 

We  are  much  pleased  to  find  that  the  Grand  Master  did  not  be- 
lieve, that  in  this  day  of  general  intelligence  and  broadly  scattered 
public  schools,  one  who  is  "unable  to  write  his  own  name"  is  a  fit 
subject  for  introduction  into  the  degrees. 

A  cordial  greeting  was  extended  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Oklahoma,  and  exchange  of  Representatives  requested. 

The  Committee,  having  under  consideration  the  propriety  of  be- 
coming a  part  of  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Association,  reported 
''that  no  action  be  taken  at  this  Communication." 

John  H.  Whipple,  Manchester  Center,  G.  M. 
W.  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,  G.  Sec'y. 

That  courteous  and  agreeable  reviewer,  M.*.  W.-.  Bro.  Marsh  O. 
Perkins,  again  presented  his  report  of  128  pages,  including  Ala- 
bama for  1892.  He  copies,  approvingly,  from  the  Report  of  our 
Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals. 
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We  think  he  approves  of  the  course  adopted  by  our  Grand  Lodge, 
in  relation  to  the  proposed  Convention  ot  lecturers  to  perfect  a  gen- 
eral Ritual  for  our  whole  country,  but  can't  say  whether  he  does 
or  not. 

We  had  not  Vermont  last  year,  and  now  can  only  account  for  it 
by  referring  to  the  unfortunate  bereavement  in  our  office  of  Grand 
Secretary. 

VIRGINIA  —  ri5TH  Annual,   December,   1892. 

Masonry,  says  Grand  Master  W.  H.  Pleasants,  "throughout  our 
State  is  advancing;  not,  perhaps,  with  the  rapidity  which  is  ap- 
parent in  some  States,  but  with  a  solid  and  herlthy  growth."  He 
notices,  also,  the  general  increase  throughout  the  entire  Masonic 
world,  but  adds:  ** While  peace  and  harmony  generally  prevail 
among  them,  I  am  pained  to  notice  in  some  Grand  Jurisdictions 
the  existence  of  serious  dissensions,  leading:,  in  some  instances,  to 
the  complete  severance  of  fraternal  relations,  and  even  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  rival  Grand  Lodge."  This  is  so,  to  be  sure,  in 
Ohio,  but  we  presume  will  be  of  no  greater  moment  than  was  the 
similar  movement  in  Connecticut. 

The  strength  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  shown  in  its  242  Lodges, 
with  its  11,424  affiliated  Masons,  and  th**  average  increase  during 
four  years  being  over  500. 

The  Grand  Master  made  an  earnest  appeal  for  the  proper  main- 
tenance of  the  Home,  but  was  averse  to  levying  any  tax  for  that 
purpose,  because  *'tlie  essence  of  all  true  charity  is  its  being  per- 
fectly voluntary,"  and  the  Committee  on  Address  unite  with  him 
and  declares,  "there  can  be  no  force  or  co-ercion,  or  the  offering 
will  perish  upon  the  altars  before  the  incense  can  ascend  to  heaven." 
Which  is  all  very  pretty  and  elegant,  hut  we  venture  that  no  Home 
can  be  maintained  m  a  small  Jurisdiction  by  voluntary  offerings. 
We  do  not  know  what  the  yearly  dues  to  the  l^odges  there  are,  but 
we  see  that  during  the  year  there  were  no  less  than  HfyH  withdrawals, 
the  most  of  them  presumably  to  avoid  them.  Now  add  the  sus- 
pensions for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  we  have  the  number  551.  or 
more  than  the  annual  increase. 

He  granted  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  ten  new  Lodges, 
six  of  which  were  Chartered  and  four  continued  U.  D.  With  his 
decisions  we  cordially  agree,  they  also  being  esteemed  good  law 
in  Alabama. 
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He  evidently  does  not  hope  for  much  from  a  Fraternal  Congress, 
but  lays  the  matter  before  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  exercise  of 
its  wisdom,  which  is  displayed  in  the  language  of  the  following 
Resolution : 

^^ Resolved^  It  is  inexpedient  to  send  delegates  to  represent  this 
Grand  Lodge  in  any  Congress  of  Masonic  bodies  which  may  be 
called  to  meet  at  Chicago  at  the  lime  of  the  Columbian  Exposition." 

Wm.  Henry  Pleasants,  HoUins,  G.  M. 
Wm.  B.  Isaac,  Richmond,  G.  Sec'y. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 
WEST  VIRGINI.A— 28th  Annual.  Novkmher,  1892. 

M.  .  W.-.  Lewis  N.  Tavenner,  G*.  M.*.,  presided  over  JM  Lodges, 
4,7()7  Masons,  the  gain  dunng  the  year  having  been  232.  There 
were  five  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  issued  by  him,  and  to  four 
of  these  Charters  were  granted,  while  one  was  continued  under 
Dispensation. 

He  decided  that  *'each  W.'.  M  *..  and  Warden  o^a  Lodge,  must 
have  received  the  degree  of  Past  Master  previous  to  installation, 
and  as  a  necessary  part  of  qualification  for  duties  of  office."  Now  is 
not  the  conferring  of  it  upon  the  Wardens  a  little  previous?  That  is 
getting  them  along  pretty  fast. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  decides,  that  in  this 
Jurisdiction  other  than  Masons  may  act  as  pall-bearers  at  a  Masonic 
funeral,  when  other  organizations  are  taking  part  or  not 

If  a  Lodge,  conferring  a  degree,  fails  to  give  the  lecture  at  the 
same  meeting,  it  is  liable  to  be  brought  up  before  the  Grand  Lodge. 

George  Davis,  Charleston,  G.  M. 

Geo.  W.  Atkinson,  Wheeling,  G.  Sec'y- 

P.*.  G.\  M.'.  Geo.  W.  Atkinson,  Grand  Secretary,  reviewed, 
with  many  others,  the  Proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1891. 

He  quotes  approvingly  many  of  the  decisions  therein,  and  ap- 
proves the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  its  provision  for  the 
punishment  of  any  Representative  who  may  get  drunk,  but  recalls 
the  fact  that  when  such  a  case  occurred  in  West  Virginia  the  Grand 
Lodge  promptly  expelled  him. 

He  mistakes,  as  many  others,  who  think  that  the  Congress  at 
Chicago  was  approved.  From  his  report, we  extract  in  allusion  to  the 
ofttimes  rather  sharp  jests,  if  you  choose,  but  at  any  rate  remarks 
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between  correspondents  of  which  we  wnte  when  we  thought  that 
their  pens  were  sometimes  a  little  too  sharp  : 

"Personally,  we  have  no  grievance  against  any  member  of  the 
Guild.  All  of  them  have  treated  us  with  supreme  courtesy  and 
fairness  ;  but  we  have  frequently  observed  rather  too  great  a  flow 
of  blootl  in  the  veins  of  some  of  the  Fraternity  when  dealing  with 
the  opinions  of  others.  Go  slow,  Brethren.  Give  and  take,  and 
be  lenient  with  one  another.  When  one  Brother  'flies  ofl'the  handle* 
at  another,  he  is  as  unwise  as  the  old  farmer,  who  fed  his  hogs  one 
dav  and  starved  them  the  next,  in  order  to  make  his  bacon  a  streak 
of  lean  and  a  streak  of  fat.'' 

WISCONSIN— 49TH  ANNUAL,  June.  1893. 

We  are  informed  by  Grand  Master  Fred  King,  that  there  has  been 
a  healthy  increase  in  the  number  of  the  Craft,  and  that  the  ma- 
terial of  which  this  increase  is  composed  is  of  the  best  character. 
The  Grand  Secretary,  J.  W.  Laflin,  tells  us  that  there  are  227 
Lodges,  with  15,097  members,  the  gain  having  been  599. 

Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and  two  were 
chartered.  The  Grand  Master  refused  a  Dispensation,  because, 
upon  a  careful  investigation,  he  was  not  satisfied  that  it  would 
possess  stability.  This  we  greatly  approve,  for  if  we  had  fewer 
Lodges  they  would,  in  our  opinion,  prove  more  efficient,  besides 
the  multiplicity  of  Lodges  leads  to  unmasonic  methods  of  increas- 
ing  membership  and  revenue.  / 

We  cannot  agree  with  decision  No.  VI,  that  a  Brother  having 
moved  beyond  the  Jurisdiction,  but  upon  a  visit  to  his  old  Ixxlge, 
obtains  his  demit,  and  afterwards  commits  there,  a  gross  Masonic 
offense,  then  skipping  back  to  his  place  of  residence,  cannot  be 
tried  for  the  oflense.  He  is  surely  amenable  to  the  Lodge  having 
JurisdictKMi,  but  if  he  flees  then,  he  may  be  pursued  by  charges  and 
tried  by  the  Lodge  in  whose  Jurisdiction  he  is  then  living. 

He  refused  Dispensations  for  Chapters  of  the  Eastern  Star  to  oc- 
cupy Lodge  halls,  also  for  the  Lodges  to  instal  ofHcers  in  the 
Opera  House. 

He  thinks  the  custom  of  re-electing  the  Grand  Master  for  a 
second  time  a  bad  one,  for  the  reason  that  it  deprives  many  a 
worthy  Brother  of  the  hope  of  ever  attaining  to  that  honor. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma  received  fra- 
ternal recognition. 

The  determination  to  send  Delegates  to  the  Chicago  Fraternal 
Congress  was  arrived  at,  and  they  were  appointed. 

William  C.  Swain,  Milwaukee,  G.  M. 

John  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee,  G.  Sec*y. 

11 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Bro.  Duncan 
McGregor,  it  being  a  very  complete  statement  of  what  is  occurring 
in  other  Jurisdictions,  just  what,  we  think,  such  a  report  is  expected 
by  the  Brethren  to  be.  Our  Proceedings  for  1892  meet  with  fra- 
ternal treatment. 

WYOMING — i8th  Annual,  December,  1892. 

The  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Master,  Perry  L.  Smith,  being  unable  to  at- 
tend this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  reason  of  sickness, 
however,  sent  forward  his  address,  which  was  read  by  the  R.\  W.*. 
D.*.  Grand  Master,  who  presided.  From  it  we  learn  that  the  "Fra- 
ternity is  prospering."  The  Grand  Master  cautions  the  Brethren  to 
be  careful  in  the  selection  of  the  material  that  they  shall  use  in  the 
Temple,  and  *'if  the  stone  is  not  fit  for  the  building,  reject  it.  Our 
edifice  need  not  necessarily  be  large,  but  it  is  of  all  importance  that 
it  should  be  substantial." 

Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  issued,  and  this  was  char- 
tered at  this  Communication.  This  makes  the  number  of  Lodges 
15;  the  membership,  as  reported,  one  Lodge  not  being  heard  from, 
is  754,  with  a  gain  of  59. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  near  $1,800. 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  sufficient  information  on  the 
subject,  the  claims  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Victoria  and  New  Zea- 
land were  deferred  until  the  next  Annual  Communication. 

We  confess  to  great  surprise  at  finding  the  following  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings, for  we  have  always  been  taught  that  the  secrecy  of  the 
Institution  was  one  of  the  Landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  that  no 
Landmark  should  be  changed.  Does  not  the  Esoteric  work  con- 
tain the  ver>'  essence  of  this  secrecy?  It  may  be  said  that  this  is 
in  cypher  and  well  guarded.  Any  cypher  may  be  translated,  and 
any  book  divulged.  By  tradition  alone,  did  this  work  come  down 
to  us,  and  by  it  alone  should  it  be  transmitted.  If  it  has  been 
given  to  us,  from  the  remote  past,  in  any  other  way,  it  does  not 
appear,  and  should  it  so  appear,  then  is  our  O.B.  but  a  farce,  and 
without  meaning: 

"REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  RITUAL. 

To  ihe  Most   Worshipful  Grand  Lod}:;c,  A^  F.  ^  A,  M.,  of  Wycming'. 

We,  your  Committee,  appointed  at  your  last  regular  session,  beg 
to  report  that  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  called  to  meet  at 
Laramie,  and  some  of  the  members  being  unable  to  be  present,  two 
of  your  Committee  called  in  Past  Grand  Master  J.E.Gates,to  consult 
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with  them.  We  examined  the  work  of  several  JurisdictionSi  as 
published  in  cypher  key, and  while  some  of  them  are  satisfactory  in 
all  particulars,  we  regard  the  work  known  as  the  W.  t  B.  Work, 
puhlished  by  Redding  &  Co.,  New  York,  and  now  generally 
adopted  in  some  twenty-two  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdictions,  as  the  most 
authentic  and  nearest  accurate  to  the  Webb-Preston- Barney  Work, 
adopted  by  the  Baltimore  Convention.  Your  Committee  have  in- 
dicated in  the  copy,  submitted  herewith',  some  trifling  verbal 
changes,  which  we  believe  would  improve  the  work.  We  find, 
also,  a  large  amount  of  superfluous  verbiage,  in  the  way  of  useless 
repetitions,  and  the  printing  in  cypher  of  monitorial  work.  We 
would  recommend  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  this  session  to  compile  from  this  work  a  key  to  be  pub- 
lished for  the  use  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  adopted  by  the  Colorado 
Grand  Lodge,  said  key  to  contain  only  the  Esoteric  work  of  the 
Order.'' 

Sickle's  Ahinean  Rezon  was  adopted  as  the  official  guide  and 
monitor  for  use  in  the  Lodges. 

lohn  C.  Davis,  Rawlins,  G.  M. 

W.  L.  Kuykendall,  Saratoga,  G.  Sec'y. 

This  latter  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  Ala- 
bama, for  189L  He  is  an  old  Reporter,  and  produces  work  be- 
tokening the  skilled  Craftsman. 

He  does  not  like  our  rule,  which,  upon  restoring  an  expelled 
Mason,  only  restores  him  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Fra- 
ternity, but  not  to  membership,  in  his  Lodge,  and  in  reference 
thereto,  uses  this  language: 

**The  second  decision  is  the  same  old  story  of  the  waif  upon  the  sea 
of  Masonry.  His  former  home  is  denied  him, and  yet  he  is  declared 
restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  Fraternity.  We 
believe  in  restoration  to  his  Lodge  membership,  or  not  at  all.** 

As  he  evidently  entertains  views  of  our  own  on  the  subject,  we 
give  you  entire,  what  he  says  in  relation  to  it: 

"The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  adversely  to  ruling 
sixteen  of  the  Grand  Master,  made  in  1890,  using  the  following 
language  in  relation  thereto: 

'The  Committee  being  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  a  visitor 
has  the  right  to  demand  to  see  the  Charter  of  a  Lodge  before  sub- 
mitting to  examination.' 

A  little  further  on  an  inquisitive  Brother  propounded  the  follow- 
lowing  question,  which  the  same  Committee  answered  in  the  neg- 
ative, to-wit. 
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'Does  the  temporary  removfil  of  the  Charter  from  the  Lodge 
room,  while  the  Lodge  is  at  labor,  necessitate  the  cessation  of 
such  labor?' 

The  above  report  evidently  brought  out  the  question  Some  of. 
our  Brethren  who  hold  that  a  Lodge  cannot  work  wittiout  the 
Charter  is  present  in  the  Lodge,  will  be  horrified  at  the  answer, 
but  should  not  forget  that  the  Committee  was  cornered,  and  there 
was  no  other  way  out  of  the  wilderness.  We  again  deny  that  any 
such  right  to  demand  to  see  the  Charter,  exists,  unless  it  be  under 
local  law,  and  that  such  law  is  bad." 

We  give  you  his  conclusions  for  the  confession  which  the  experi- 
ence of  seven  years  on  these  reports,  gave  him,  and  he  might 
have  added,  that  by  these  a  very  close  approximation  in  thought 
has  resulted: 

"In  closing  this,  our  seventh  report,  we  can  truly  say  we  are  glad 
it  is  ftnished,  however  much  we  were  interested  in  the  wit,  humor 
and  valuable  information  displayed  upoil  every  side  through  the  re- 
ports reviewed.  1  hat  they  contain  a  vast  store  of  useful  Masonic 
Knowledge,  none  who  have  sought  the  latter  by  a  perusal  of  their 
contents,  will  dispute.  Their  variety  makes  them  interesting 
reading  to  those  who  seek  such  knowledge,  and  they  are  well  re- 
paid in  learning  something  new.  We  remember  a  remark  made 
years  a^o,  that  they  were  only  expressions  of  a  mutual  admira- 
tion society.  We  thought  so,  too,  but  from  careful  reading,  and 
noting  the  course  of  legislation  here  and  there,  from  time  to  time, 
we  lone  ago  became  convinced  they  were  the  vehicles  of  thought 
that  had  wrought  in  the  house  of  Masonry  and  assisted  in  dissem- 
inating truths  and  the  facts  of  history,  as  against  cob-webs,  con- 
sisting of  mythical  traditions,  legends  and  other  trash,  having  no 
foundation,  m  fact.  They,  therefore,  assist  in  shaping  things  con- 
nected with  the  welfare  of  Masons  and  Masonry,  more  in  accord- 
ance with  their  present  wants  and  the  conduct  of  their  govern- 
mental and  charitable  affairs.  We  do  not  detract  one  iota  from  the 
Masonic  past.  It  is  behind  us;  Masonry  of  to-day  is  ever  present. 
It  is  not  only  our  duty  to  keep  its  standard  to  the  front,  but  also 
to  provide  for  its  advancement  in  the  future.  We  are  not  dealing 
witti  the  past,  however  much  we  respect  its  achievements  in  be- 
half of  our  Fraternity.  It  is  the  cold,  hard  facts,  conditions  and 
surroundings  of  the  moment,  with  which  we  have  to  deal,  and  he 
who  stands  in  the  way  of  providing  the  best  means,  whether  it  be 
old  or  new,  for  successfully  meeting  and  conforming  to  such  condi- 
tions, forgets  his  duty  to  Masonry,  his  family,  country  and  friends." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.    J.    PiLLANS, 

Committee. 
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NAMES  AND  NUMBERS  OF  LODGES, 

With  the  number  of  Members,  amount  of  Dues  paid  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  tbe  number  of  those  Entered,  ['assed,  Raised,  Affili- 
ated, Rejected  and  Dimitted,  since  last  return: 


26LaFayetle ,31 

:!7  5elma  Fraterital  . 
2»{Ri3iDg  Sun... 

31  Autauga 

3i!  WasbinKton.. 
37Courtland.. 
;{»  Wetiimpka. 
40  Mobile... 
4]|LivinKstot 
42  Hiram . . 
43Le]ghlon 
44 1  Gaston 
4fi;Hartnony, . 
4{t|Demopolis 

5iljUnion 

o2|New  Market.. 
."iS'GTeenini;  . . . 

SllAmitv 

.S5;Mi.  Moriah.. 

WiTroy 

.57  j  Tuskegee 

5!l!Benton 

•ndd  Duea  loTimi. 


Nahksop  Lodge; 


Tompkinsville 

St.  Johns 

c""  whitt.','.-'.'. . ; 

ipden  Sidney. . 

Halsey 

Howaid  

Central 

Tohopeka  

Widow's  Son 

Solomon 

Cokerville 

uburn 

Crozier 

Fredonia 

WilcoK 

Bellfonte 

Friendship 

Erophotic 


m  Mendi 

Ml  Prattville 

!M)  Pfister         , 

1)1  Henry 

SB  Sawyer . 

Ski  Danville 

m  Tiickabatchee 

if!  Lozohalcbie  

m  Fulton 

101  HartweU  

11)4  Good  Samaritan 

l(i.)Shiloli 

liMilHermon 

l«-IChocUw   

nu  Forest  Hill 

nilSylvan 

ll(l|DeKalb 

l]!l;NotasulKa 

laiCampHilJ 

l*;|Co(ieeville   

l:!:i  Havana 

li'vHemdon 

]2«[Mortimer  Reeder 

■Paid  Duee  fol  U92. 


1'  »<j  m\ 
11  *) 
11  ou 
14  50 


APPENDIX. 


i 

S 

1 

Names  OP  Lodges. 

1 

■5 
Z 

1 

I 

Z 

"e 

U 

, 

1 

1 

< 

i 
i 

1 

Q 

12S 

Boliver 

Geneva 

»7 

4 

(18  m 

22.50 
16  50 

18  50 
7  50 
7  .W 
3!>  50 
U.'jO 
20  .W 
M  .50 
10  50 

4 
4 

i 

1 

■4 

3 

'4 

1 
1 
1 

3 

■■ 

1 

3H    1 

to!  1 

n;  2 

133 
134 

Loachapoka  

Wiley 

2 
4 

136 

Unity 

31 
43 
22 
23 
44 
38 

rS 

IB 
11 
34 
28 
21 
21 
39 
17 
17 

2 

S 
2 

a 

3 

1 
3 

1 

1 

1 

5!l 

Burleson     

Fraternity 

146 
141^ 

](i  50 
12  «1 

8  00 
7  50 
4  00 

3 

i 

1 

147 
14.S 
149 

Rogersville 

Cold  Water 

? 

2 
1 

2 

i 

1 

154 

Monroeville     

Nixburgh  

14  00 
10  00 

2 

1 

im 

'; 

8  50 

jM 

18 

48 
14 
42 
118 
111 
27 
27 
1!^ 
22 
21 
2b 
28 
22 
21 

2 

'■i 

3 

; 

3 

2 

L 

a 
1 

: 

8  (10 
24  50 

7  00 
19  0(1 

&1I  m 

5  00 

12  51 

*llV.50 
U  .50 
10.50 

13  50 
10  IN 
10  0( 

4 

'i 

t 
1 

'i 

1 

3 

4 

1 
1 

171 

17-' 

Clopion 

S 

V  1 

Orion 

T 

178 
180 

IW 
184 
185 

Desotoville 

Mount  Hilliard 

Aberfoil 

BrundidBr 

Mount  Eagle 

i 

3 

1 

i 
■i 

2 

187 
18S 

Landmark 

Clintonville 

Delta 

4 

191 

Brush  Creek 

^> 

3 
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.. 

1 

Names  of  Lodgks. 


1»2  Chattahoochee |  !■'> 

li«,HopewcIl 

llt-lHillabee  ■  *> 

liWCaledoniB :  1" 

IMKiligee 25 

SNllSyUcauga 

20ILapitte 

aiT|Elkmont 

aw' Alexandria 

aKiMarehall 

21l)Ebenezer 

211  York     

'■il'2  Putnam 

214  Carrcllion    

21K  Sam  Dixon  

aiHLineville 

221  Tensaw 

223  Sandy  Ridge 

224  Newton 

225  Louisville 

22(i  Santa  Fe 


. 

E 

< 

t  7  ai 

•2»  ai 

8  HI 

12  ai 

•111  (XI 

3  ill 


22M  Dallas 

2.^U  Bexar 

2:tl  Duck  bprings. 

23;iSepuls;a 

:£<H|Gad5den 

24i)-Bowen 

242:Coo5a 

24;i  Ramer 

244JDawson 

24.^;Jobn  Payne 

24')  Harrison 

:MTSeddon 

24h|  Lawrence 

2ii<i'Amand 

2S1  Camp  Creek  . . 

2o2  Northport 

2&»Rose  Hill 

264  Quilman 

2M  Gaylesville 

^raiti  liaai'tm  itm. 


4U    -. 


tl4.  8'  2H  iM)j  6  ( 


Names  op  Lodges. 


2S7Ervin 

ail  Talladega 

264  Walnut  Grove 

266  Meridian 

266  Mount  Pleasant 

27"  Forest  Home 

271  Pea  River 

272  Clifton 

275  Frankfort 

276  Bullock 

277|Larkinsville 

278;Northirn 

^W'Springville 

aSlicharles  Baskerville . . 

t!li-i]CeoTfii»ni 

28«,  Walker 

287  Clinton 

290.i;illespie 

2&1  Fort  Deposit 

SOllNnrris      

304lWinfield 

Sa^!  Central  City, 

-SlaiTonesboro 

5]ftiCl.ift,v5lle 

320  Warrenton 

321  Pleasant  Hill 

323  Holly  Grove 

324Viola  

:W1  Charity 

2  Blue  Eye 


a34 


Oliv 


3  fie  OO: 

61  3(1  ai;  3i  4 
28  Wll. 
U  tJO].. 
!)  (XV  ll  I 

0  Wi  1 

13  (w;.. 
15  (w;..' 

«  00'  2!  1 

8  ml 

10  ai 

IH  50 
13  IHI 

11  5(1 
11  5(1 


.,..].. 


23l 


5  Nanafalia     . 

337lohnson 17' 

338  Georgia  na  Davis 3(1: 

340|Clear  Creek L^l 

»4liRagan Sll 

»44i  Hamilton 

34-'3|Echo liH] 

346  Hurtsboro '<  32 

348!  Bienville. 1  37, 

3490zark  '71 

331, Wilson  Williams i  4.1; 


17  IN) 
S]  1 

■:!  = 
.    •= 

(fj  27  00 


!)  50  i; 

17  i»;..: 
fi  tuy  3 

12  5o;  1 

•10  (M)'  I  ■ 
!1  50| . 
7  50!  1 
17  ()0;  1 

13  50.. 
2*  9  00   5 


3   32  WlllOilO.lO;  2 
2   15  (Ml,  3'  3,  3    2 

.'  IS  m\  2;..'  i;..' 


I|  2]  2 

'k'hi'k 


Naues  of  Lodges. 


Jl _  _    zlzl 

SoSiRock  Mills .' \  m'..t 

354Heatoft 62   1|  : 

355:Van  Buren i  llli  8   I 

356 kshland 34  fti 

357Rutledge  ,  SI    1>I 

S-JSlBarbour 

•I'il'.Scotisboro , 

3fH  Town  Creek |  il  .. 

■MUt  Chester 

364'Pleasant  Site 

Sik5;  Houston 

36tI:Cotaco  

3(l7iChandler 

3(W  Piedmont 

m\  Athelstan 

;{70^Goliad 

371  Russellville 

373  Bell's  Landing 1514: 

37r>  Gainesville I  III!  2 

377Laki:Cily 36'  3 ' 

37«WeoKufka i  -""l  J*! 

3711  Robert  E,  Lee-        '  IH  . . 

m)  Ohatchee 

381  E.  H.  Cook I  U|.. 

3Si  Attalla '  .%:  :v 

3S4  Biimingham  Fraternal ,lil  31 

3««  Trinity I  :I7|  1 

;ifWiNcwbergli 131  3I 


. ; !  M  ! 

0 

llilll 

E 

SIS  .'=:-ff 

W^.o,  c^KlBt  a 


,  Jill-. 


■r 


..I  il  ..  1 
..I  :w  4  1 

::iSr 
::Si::. 
::;Sl.'- 
-His 


(I  IN)  ..!.. 

s^i'aV  »[  8 

13  IKIi  2>  2 

r,  ai'  1  1 

7  (Kl;..  ,. 
16  Sll.. 
i^  (Kl   2 

)i  OTii  2  ^ 


SI  n   3   2  2 
1;  H'  H    4-  1;11) 

l!I....J..j. 


3!»0.  Weathers 

3!il 'North  Border.. 
3!I2  Hickory  Flat 
31(4JVa1ley  Head.. 

3!Mi,Falkville 

3!i7i»lack  Oak 

31tS  Hartsell   

■      ^RidRe... 


.  W  : 


I    1; 


2l  1 


1  Hill 


41  Kl  Ha> 
4<i:'Gr<: 
4<«ChildersburKh. 

*l4Gra<ly 

4t  Mi!  Doric 
•Ilid'Uuui  for  Itfj'.f.' 


»|v: 


1;  u:  9|  2!.. . 


Names  of  Lodges. 


'HWHillsboro 

*JliPondtown 

4111  Helena  

4njemisoti 

412  Amberson 

4i:iHiKh  Shoals 

41.')  Oak  Level 

41i>  Williamsburg 

417  George  Smitti 

41illHilion 

421)' Broom  town 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


Helion.  No.  1. — Thomas  H.  McOalley. 

Rising  Virtue,  No.  4.— John  M.  Martin,   Hugh   Kirkman,    Newton  N. 

Clement,  Andrew  Monroe. 

Moulton,  No  6. — Samuel  C.  Alexander,  George  h\  Aldridge,  Robert  C. 

Montgomery. 

Farrar,  No.  8  — Thomas  Wildsmith 

Royal  White  Heart,  No.  10. — Alex.  Dorman,  John  C.  Williams. 

Montgomery,  No.  11  — C.  W.  Holland.  Alf  B.  Colquitt. 

Florence,  No.  14 — Thomas  J.  Pruitt,  James  P.  Grayham,  YoungT.  Gar- 
rett. Aaron  Laner,  Mitch«rl  Malone,  Samuel  Brown, 
John  B  Weakley. 

Athens,  No.  15 — James  K.  Blair,  John  G.  Laxon,  Charles  B.  Hayes,  Da- 
vid H.  Mcoiman,  William  U.  McWilliams. 

Dale,  No.  25. — Jefferson  A.  Liner. 

I^Fuyette,  No.  20.— William  B.  Burford.  William  H.  Compton,  Charles 

A.  Sheldon. 

Selma  Fraternal,  No    27.— Daniel  Gorman,    John  J.  Huston,  Allen  C. 

Jones;  John  P.  Pratt. 

Washington,  No.  :S(5.— William  E.Chisholm,  Edward  R.  Sims. 

Wetunipka.  No  31).— George  K  Rockwell,  George  Turner  Payne. 

Mobile,  No.  40.— P^UKene  H.  AUman,  Herman  Vogei,  John  H.  Turner. 

Livingston,  No.  41.— Mor#;Bn  Lion. 

Hiraui,  No  42  —John   C.    Fields,    John   D.  Hammond,    W.    H.  D«an, 

.lames  P  Landers. 

Harmony,  No.  56.— ('barley  Simmons,  James  T.  Kendall,  Jr, Thomas  R. 

McTyer,  Thomas  8.  H  i-arr. 

r p ion,  No.  50— Alfred  F.  Lambert,  Richard  F.  Hall. 

New  Market.  No.  .>2.— William  S.  Jacks  (M.  G). 

Greening.  No.  53. — John  J. Carter. 

Amity,  No.  5i.- William  ().  Monroe,  T.   C.   Hawkin.s.  T.   B.  McKeoall, 

Andre «ir  C.  Pickens,  James  McKey  Gould,  Henry  Myer, 
Robert  Taylor  Byrd,  Milton  W.  Hand,  F.  B.  Pitzpatrick, 
iSyd  H  Steel,  Robert  A  Barton,  John  C.  Pearson,  Foster 
C.  Edwards,  James  A    McAlpine. 

Troy,  No.  ."WJ  —James  W.  Scarbroiigb,   Thomas  W.  Chaftin,  Thomas   J. 

Younublood,  .lobn  M.  Watson. 

Tompkiosville,    No.  *»1.— William  Henry  Kvington. 
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St.  Johns,  No.  G2.— Milas  Reeves,  Thomas  H.  Mabson,  Jr.,  Hugh  F.  Par- 
ker, Chas   M.  McKae. 

Eureka,  No.  64.— Albert  W.  Metcalf. 

Hampden  Sidney,  N^o.  07.— Alexander  D  McGlamy. 

HoiKard,  No.  C9— George  W.  Welch. 

Central,  No.  70  —Henry  Wilson,  Henry  W.  Harrison,  Jane  Hudgins,  T. 

H.  Vernon,  Herman  Fox 

Tohopeka,  No.  71.— J.  Freeman  Love  joy. 

Widow's  Son,  No.  72  — James  L  Hayes. 

Solomon,  No  74. — George  H.  Black,  6.  P.  Greer,  I^eander  T.  Lusk,  Wil- 
liam H.  Hudson. 

Cokerville.  No  75.— William  Martin. 

Auburn,  No.  70.- F.  G.  McElhaney. 

Wiloox,  No.  80— William  W.  McConnico.  Oliver  Richie. 

Friendship,  No.  83.— George  T.  Duke,  John  A.  Lee. 

Erophotic,  No.  84  — John  J.  Murphree. 

Prattville,  No.  89  —John  W.  Bateman. 

Pfister,  No.  90.— R.  Hay  wooi  LockhHrr,  George  Vafrser,  John  M.  Talbert, 

David  T.  Cooper,  Chas.  B.  Thomas,  Robert  W.  Hamilton, 
Wm.  B.  Jackson,  Wm.  Gamble,  James  P.  Livingston, 
Thomas  J.  Boozer,  Wm.  B.  McCorkle 

Sawyer,  No.  93. — James  Andrew  Herrage,  Robert  Morris  Morgan, Church- 
well  Allen. 

Tuckabatchie,  No.  9(> — Robert  Baldwin,  John  Collin  Cbalwick,  James 

Thorp,  William  K  Fuller,  Jr. 

Hartweli,  No.  101.— Chevie  D.  Woodruff,  CharUs  M.  Heasley,  James  W. 
^  Scott,  Wolf  Moses,  William  KMatthews. 

Shiloh,  No.  105— J.  Warren  Morgan,  Thomas  A  Robinson. 

I>eKalb,  No.  116.— James  M.  Durham,  Francis   M.    Baxter,    William  A. 

Mitchell.  Joseph  Hoge,  J.  W.  Stewart,  James  L.  Page, 
Martin  V.  Hodges. 

Notasulga,  No.  119 —David  Ham,  John  T.  Estus. 

Camp  Hill,  120— M  L.  D.  Pittman,  Wesley  Wyatt,  William  M.  Pulllam, 

J.  W.  SpinRp,  Henry  W.  Williamson. 

Ck>ffeeville,  No.  122. — Joseph  R.  Cowan,  Coma  B.  Jones. 

Mortixer  Reeder,  No.  12U — William  Hayes.Robert  F.  Brecdlove,  James 

Carre). 

Boliver,  No.  127. — Bradford  L  Davis,  .Fohn  A.  Robinson,  Samuel  F.  Mar- 
tin, Charles  A.  Hall,  George  C.  Mason,  Joshua  C. 
Wall. 

Geneva,  No  129.— David  H  Spear,  Thomas  M.  Davy,  Daniel  Powell,  Sol- 
omon Newsom,    William    J.  Keith,    Godfrey  L.    Holly, 

Abe  Chancellor,  James  M.  Terry,  Charles  R.  Kei»h,  Per- 
cival  Cumbuw,  William  G.  Barrow,  James  H.  Ard, 
Thomas  Joseph  Cox. 
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Loachapoka,  No.  133.— Thomas  L.  Samford,  Thomas  S.  Philips. 

Columbia,  No.  135. —  W.  C.  Koooce. 

llockford,  No.  137. — Samuel  R.  Oalfee. 

Shelby.  No.  140. — Alexander  ITeudrix.  E.  B.  Nelfon,  Daniel  W.  Evans 

Daniel  H.  Sheller,  Nathan  Thomas. 

Baldwin,  No.  142 —Hector  McMillan. 

Fraternity,  No.  14.5 — Aquilla  J.  Ketchnm. 

UogerMviile,  No.  147. — James  M.   Cunningham,    Zachariah    B.  Romnie, 

Benjamin  W.  ^Va:son,  Joseph  H.  Watson,  George  W. 
Curbow.  Virgil  A.  S.  Green,  James  W.  Hurston,  William 
W.  Kilburn,  Dite  McCatferty. 

HIadon  Springs,  No  151. — James  C.  Goodloe,  Thomas  W.  Ham. 

Mount  Hope,  No.  l^W. — James  S.  Gibson. 

Andrew  Jack.son,  No.  173  — Joseph  W.  Barker,  Charles  Armstrong,  Wil- 
lis H.  Jackbon,  James  R.  Stewart,  Joseph  Peacher,Adkiu 
M.  Moseley,  William  H.  Lawson,  Julius  P.  Knabe,  Chas. 
Kreutner,  Cecil  Gabbett. 

Cataula,  No.  180.— Henry  W.  Box,  Henry  A.  Palmer,  Harris  T.  Tram- 
mel. 

Chattahoochee,  Nu.  102.— James  1.).  Glufs,  James  R.P.  Chambers,  Augus- 
tus Woods,  Ix)gan  Oyfeim,  Joseph  B.  Chambers,  Samuel 
J.Colbam. 

Hopewell,  No.  1J»3. — Henry  R.  Hutchinson. 

Hillabee,  No.  107.— George  W.   Campbell,  George  M.   Gamble,  William 

F.  Herd,  John  H.  McNeil,  William  S.  Reynolds.  Alex 
Wall. 

Caledonia,  No.  198. — J.  R  .lordaii,  Nathan  Jordan. 

Sylacauga,  No.  20i).— John  Matbis  Davis,  Newton  M.  Davis. 

Klkmont,  No.  207.— Joseph  A.  Pettus. 

Alexandria,  No.  208 —Joseph  B  Costner. 

Mariball,  No.  2<K).— Andrew  J.  Baker,  Eddie  F.   Whitman,  George    W. 

Jonei. 

York,  No.  211— Joseph  T.  Sherer,   John  B.  Hughes,    Robeit   W.    Long, 

Wiley  Davis,  Morrison  M.  Root,  William  H.  Striblinfc, 
James  A.  0*Rear,  Chesley  A.  Crawford,  Andrew  M.  Sto- 
vail,  Howard  I^mar,  Daniel  H  Gravlee,  Albert  N.  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  P.  Lamkin.  William  B.  Appling,  Napo- 
leon B.  Posey. 

("arrollton.  No.  214 —John  H.  (-urry,  Hicks  B.  Chappelle,  Sr. 

Lineville,  No.  210.— William  K.  Sanders. 

Mt.C'armel,  No.  22;>.— William  H.  Howell,  .Tames  S  Skinner. 

Newton,  No.  224— Robert W.  Wynn. 

lA)uisville,  No.  225  —Daniel  N.  McKInnon,  Daniel    Rochels,    James  P. 

Dozier,  Andrew  J.  Harden,  Richard  P.  Tatum. 
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Santa  Fe,  No.  226.— John  H.  Calhoun. 

Dallas,  No.  228.— William  Olai'go. 

Bexar,  No.  230— Pinkney  Slone.  Thomns  McCartey. 

Srpulga,  No.  233.— James  L.  McLane,  Benjamin  F.  Sar.cer. 

Gadtden,  No.  236  — Joseph  Cbamley,  James  B.  Richards,  Leon  Schwarz, 

William    H.  Tripp,    John   G.    Whitlock,    Augostus  L. 

Woodless,  Lee  Alexander,  Joim  M.  Flyun. 
Coosa,  No.  242  — John  J.  Lewis. 
Dawson,  No.  244  —James  J.  McCain. 

John  Payne,  No.  245.— John  G.  Dixon,  Franklin  M.Hammond. 
Morrison,  No.  246.— Josiah  tSnider,  Asa  D.  Lowery,  Peter  R.  DuBose. 
Northport,  No.  252  — Abner  W.  Shirley. 
Rose  Hill,  No.  25.3.— John  F.  Lowman,  Benjamin  F.  Stewart. 
Qaitman,  No.  254  — Leonidas  B.  Choron. 
Talladega,  No.  261.— Jacob  H.    Spigener,  Henry    F.    Lester,    Arthur  T. 

Wood,  Josiah  B.  Terry,  Joseph  A.  £d  wards,   Frank  H. 

Crane,  Benjamin  F.  Wilson,  JamesM.  Jackson,  William, 

W.  Haralson. 
Walnut  Grove,  No.  264.— KliasR.  By  num. 
Forest  Home,  No.  270.— John  B.  1-iew. 
FraoRfort,  No.  275.— William  Burgees,  Sydney  A.  Jones,  David  A.  Mills, 

John  H.  Jones,  George  B.  Kimbrough,  James  8.  Jones. 
Larkinsville,  No.  277. — Solomon    Frasier,  Ambros  L.  Precise,  Jesse  H. 

Coffee. 
Northern,  No.  278.— William  B.  Collins. 
Springville,  No.  280.— John  Palmer. 

Charles  Baskerville,  No.  281.— Mordico  D.  Wilks,  John  B.Sanfurd. 
Cjeorgiana,  No.  285. — Henry  J.  Feagin. 
Walker,  No.  286.— Henry  Sanders. 
Norris,  No.  301.— W.  F.  Erdman,  John  A.  Helton,  J.  Martin,  D.  C.  Camp, 

J.  H.  Avant. 
Jonesboro,  No.  315  —Levy  P.   Parsons,  Edward  Waters,   William   Mc£U 

reath,  Henry  H.  Kdny. 
Viola,  No.  324.— George    W.    McElvaney,  Alex  D.  Bynum,  ^Villiam  H. 

Parker. 
Blue  Eye,  No.  332.— J.   M.  ftiontgomery,   fl.  L.  Whiteside,   M.  1)   Bea- 
vers. 
Oliver,  No.  834.— John  A.  Gilmore. 
Johnson,  No.  337.— Thomas  M.  Horn. 
£cho,  No.  345. — Zachariah  T.  Harrison,  William  S.  Burgess,  Snowdon  S. 

Kirkland,  Moses  Woodham,  David  T.    Ard.  James  W. 

Kelley,  Newton    Outlaw,  Alexander  C.    Outlaw,  John 

Evans. 
BieDvilla,  No.  348.— Charles  A.  Dodge.  William  H.  Dibble. 
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Ozark,  No.  493— Willie  C.  Bottoirs.  Albert  M.  Owen,  Charlea  F.  Garrett 

Wilson  Williama,  No.  351. — James  J   Gaines. 

Rock  Mills,  No.  353  — Ulchard  J.    Breed,    Lemuel    A.    Holley,    W.    B. 

Meacham. 
Ueaton,  No.  354.— Jofepb  J.  L^uvurn,  Joseph  B.  M.  Cosp^r,   R'obard  N. 

Breed,  James  A  Croucb,  (reonce  H.  Cosper,  James   R. 

Ooaper,  William  Denson. 
Ashland,  No.  35(i  — James  M  Hamlin,  Richard  Cole. 
Rutledge,  No  357  — Jonathan  A.  Lee.  '  • 

Barbour.  No   358.— Th<  mas  J.  Phares,  Isaac  D.  Geddie. 
Cotaco,  No.  366— Felix  G.  Ry«<n.  Paton  A.  Barnard,  David  W.  Draper, 

Simon  Crai^- 
^handler.  No.  3(>7  — -Jamf  s  H.  Johnson,  James  J.  Gre^r,  Wm.  R  Barker, 

Andrew  J.   Baber,  Jamee  A.  McGee,    John  I.  Burgeas, 

Ciilvin  M.  Wheeler,   Wrr.  B.  Ferguson,   I»aac  Bent  ley, 

Jan.es  M.  Scott,  Wm.  K.  Owes,  Alfred  P.  Taylor,  Wm. 

H.  Tumblin 
Piedmont.  Fraternal,  No.  ;X»8  — John    C.    GraLam,    Jam^s   R.    Horbin, 

Aaron    Keichebky,    Francis   M.  Savage,  Archibald    M. 

St**wart,  John  M.  Yeatman. 
AthflH'on,  No.  3<39. — Calvin  A.  Harris. 
Goliad,  No.  370.— Btn  I).  Kelley.    John    H.   Shaw,   Jol.n    D.    Shearer, 

Wurren  Duitou,  William  Johnson,  Samnel  L.  Staddard, 

William  h.  To&ney,  Mallon  Jones. 
Russellville.  No.  1)71  —William  J.  Oliver,  John  A.  Osborn,  William  J. 

Rand«l.  James  M.  (iast,  William  B.  Hurst,  W.  J.  Davis, 

W.  A.  Fike,  Henry  A.  Malnne. 
Bell's  Landing,  No.  37:i.—N.  J.  Slallworth,  W.  W.  Ui ley,  Joseph  Snell. 
Birmingham  Fiaiernal,  No.  .'(84  — John  C.  Bishop.   John   M.   Bradley, 

William  C.  Bryant,  William  J.  Cook,  Caleb  B.    CruU, 

William  H.  Dorand,  John    E.  Kllis,  Thomas   F    Fox, 

William  K    Jones.   Thomas  S.    Jordan.  W.    Benjamin 

Kline,  Julian  L.  Lock  wood.  Kdiey  J.   Oiien,  Monroe  D. 

Parker.  Robert  A.  Sedwick,  Geoige  K.  Stein,  James  W. 

Stewart,  Robert  Sturgess,    Samuel   W.  Vance,  John  R. 

Walker,  Harry  B.  Wheelock. 
Trinity,  No.  .HsU  —Andrew  J.  OriHin. 
Weaiherw,  No.   31H).— John   T.    Walkfr,   Henry    B.    Ferrill,  William  M. 

Scarbrough,  H«*nry  0.  Knight,  Wyatt  M.  Worthy. 
Hickory  Flat,  No.  .VJL'.-Shirley  Sledge. 
Harts^elie,    Nu.  ;il<S —llistabpas    Stewart,  Lawfon    H.  Bean,  Charles  E. 

Hanceville,  No.  4IM).— Meek.'.  L.  Mann.  A'.hn  R    Self,  Kdward  Lindtey. 
(Jret-n  Hill,  No.  402.- William  H.  Stalls. 
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Doric,  No.  406.— John  W.  White. 

Helena.    No.    410— barren   G.   Lee.  William  H.    Shelton,  Charles  A 

Milfiteacl,  Uafue  H.  Walker. 
Jemison,  No  411.— J.  0.  Jefireas,  Jasper  T.  Smitherman   O.  T.  Grimes. 
Amb^raon,  No.  412.  — Jf ssie  T.  Corn,  John  Gay. 
High  Shoals,  No.  413  — 8u>phf n  S.  Wnller,  John  A.  Greeu. 
George  Bmi'h,  No.  417— James  M  Hyde,  James  M.  Bnow,  Isbam  PesooU, 

William  H.  Batson,  A.  White. 
Hilton,  No.  419.— Fernando  R.  Tinfr<». 
C-lan'on,No.  423. — Orjian  A.  Diike,John  A.  Kemp,  Isaiah  W.  Gul'ahorn, 

James  W.  M.  Wilson,  Jamed  M.  Divings,  Jolin  8.  Golson. 
Steel  Stanon,  No  432  — Gr  oree  H.  Willcoz,  John  R.  Walker. 
Andalusia,  No.   434  — James  Crosby,    Thomas    L.    Sellers,    George   W. 

Dorsey. 
Ware,  No  435.— J.  P.  Spratlin,  £.  Albert  Gilbert.  CbarUs  J    Robinson, 

James  Yonng,  Tbomas  J.  I^we. 
Fort   Payne,  No.  437— Charles   M.    Hodges,    Charles  M.   Bell,  John  F. 

Maines,  Charles  W.  Oi^on,  Frank  V.  Folkes. 
Headland,   No.    438.— Jackson    Hodge^,  John  T.  Rhodes,   Acy  Gilley, 

Shady  T.    Crocket,    Thomas   B     Richards,    Heni7    H 

Don  eh  as. 

I 

Forney,  No.  440  —William   A.  McCord.    Stephen    A.    Garret,  William 

W.  Abemathy,  James  J.  Baker. 

Annist  n,  No.  443. — R.    M.  Alexander,  J.   C.   Allen,    Williaoi  Robert 

Addis.  James  Barker,  N  H.  Bnllard,  Thomas  J.  Coley, 
H.  C.  Camfield,  William  A.  Darden,  William  Ellis, 
Robert  Fleet,  Felix  Foster,  John  H  Ferguson,  Ephraim 
£.  Frisell,  Thomas  Hampsoii,  Nicholas  D.  Harvy, 
Thomas  E.  Hnywood.  William  A  Jacobs,  Singleton  A. 
Kelly,  John  B.  Kelly,  John  Malone  lied  better,  James 
McMills,  Jamfs  McLearen,  James  F.  Power,  William 
E.  Quinn,  J.  Kobson.  William  C.  Smith.  N.  H.  Stose, 
James  D.  Tliompson,  Emmet  Vaugh,  Howard  J.  Young. 

Leeds,    No.    440.— John   Perry    Abeicronibie,    Jonathan    Willis  Ba^s, 

Charley  Carborn,  William  Rnfus  Farley,  Samuel  Lewis 
Robertson. 

Coalburg,  No    448.— Joseph  W.  Brooks. 

Gibson,  No.  453.— William  N.  Aldridge,   John  W.   Bickerion,   Preston 

M.  Christian,  George  A.  Gaines,  James  R.  (loodwin,  R. 

S.  Huttitt,  L.    B.  Kraws,    William   Nelson,  Robert  H. 

Palmer,  William  M.  Patton,  James  D.  Pickons*,  Thomas 

W.  Ragan,  James  W.  Sheperd,  John  W.  Sliields.  J.  W. 

Snlphin. 
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T^ee,  No.  454,— Stephen    Hodge,   H.    L.   QrifBn,    Loois  Cherry,    H.    L. 

Bandy,  A.  B.  Yarbrongh. 
Beulah,  No   455. — James  R.  Barrington.    Robert  J.  Tankersly,  Thomaa 

E   Shannon,  Wade  K.  Whtelis,  James  M.   Allen,  Bm- 

mit  h.  Holt. 
Bessemer,  No.  458. — P.  B.  Simms,  John  S.  Beesoo. 
King  Soloman,  No.  460.— Edwin  T.  Talliaferro.  Charles   C.    Fleming, 

George  H.  Waddf»ll,  Aiignstus  B.    Bethea,  William  A. 

Bird,  Nat   C.    Royster,    Charles   E.   Stoner,    Waldo   C. 

Bickle.  John  W.  Pack. 
Shiloh,  No.  461. — John  J.  Weed,  Jefferson  Holmf-s. 
Corinthian,  No.  462 — A.  M.  Csr'er. 
Addison,  No.  463.— William  King  Wade,  Littleton  Jear. 
Haleysviile,  No.  464.— Jacob  L.  Shamleu,  John  T.  Ferrell,  Thomas  V. 

Davis. 
Day'd  Gap,  465.— James  Handley.  James   H.  Clark,  Robert  H.  Turner, 

Wilson  Sheperd,  John  Kyle,  John  H.  Pool. 
Dothaa,  No.  466  —John  H.  Walker. 

Enterprise,  No.  469. — Calvery  Ford  Letson,  William  Osburn  Harrit. 
Stanton;  No.  473. — John  Calhoun  Walker,  Robert  Henry  Lawrence. 
Blocton,  No.  474.— Difvid  B.  Alston,  Samuel  T.  Hansard. 
Deaisville,  No    475.— 0;}car  N.  Dae. 
Avondale,  No.  476. — Oliver  Weiser,  Joseph  Brown,  William  A.  Jones, 

Henry  C.  Braiice,  Columbus  Philips,  Hilary  F.  Oliver, 

Samuel  M.    Cross,  Isaac    E.   Hard,    Frank    D.    Smith, 

Isaac  Price.  William  S.  Self,  Jenkin  L.  Jenkins,  James 

£.  Haley,  Levi  Campbell,  John  M.  Harris,  Herbert  L. 

Brown. 
Renfroe«  No   477. — George  W.  Owen,  William  H.  Cline. 
Guin,  No.  478.— Alvin  H.  Jones,  William  J.  Martin,    Samoson   Bobo, 

David  A.  Lowe. 
Locust  Fork,  No.  481.— Thomas  B.  Denver. 
New  Decatur,  No.  401.— Joseph  C.  Turner,  William  I).  Wright,  George. 

W.  Young. 
Wylam,  No.  402.— John  McAllister. 
Ashford,  No.  493. — John  Epperson. 
Carbon  Hill,  No.  494.— Owen  R.  Morris. 
Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  525.— Robert   Mauchline,   John   E.    Graves, 

Frank  W.  Towle. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR   UNiMASONIC   CONDUCT. 


WashingtoD  No.  36.— Wiley  W.Hanab,  William  H.  Gilliam,  James  Kel- 

lar. 
Columbia  No.  135.— W.  H.  Snead. 
Maraball  No.  209. — John  A.  Sanders. 

Bam  Dixon  No.  218. — Joseph  H.  Winter,  Norman  F.  Cabot. 
Seddon  No.  248. — Henry  G.  Crump,  James  R.  Puckett,  John   M.  Ward. 
Walnut  Grove  No.  261. — Reniamin  W.  Revis. 
Pea  River   No.   271. — Jeremiah    Vickerf>,    Stephen    Thompson,    James 

Thompson,  William  Thomas  Dya**. 
Jonesboro  No.  315. — Henry  Saterfield. 
Osark  No.  349  —Noah  Carroll. 

Heaton  No.  354 — Sylvester  C.  Riy,  James  F.  Walden. 
Van  Buren  No.  355. — George  M.  Watson. 

Headland  No.  438  Charles  S.  .Johns,  Acy  Gilley,  John  T.  I^ove. 
Florida  No.  4.>0. — James  B.  Brooks  (for  three  )  ears). 
Harris  No.  457  — Pinkney  R.  Parsons. 
Hardy  Howie  No.  459.— John  W.  Shaw. 
Dothan  No.  466.— Philip  L  Burdeshaw,  John  C.  Skipper. 
Blocton  No.  474  —John  Gilbert. 
Cedar  Bluff  No.  486.-  John  C.  Hanson. 
Irondale  No.  506.— Ben.  F.  Gluce. 
East  Bend  No.  517.— John  F.'ankiin  Hitt. 
Hewitt  No.  519 —Ernest  M.  Secrest. 
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REJECT  KD, 


Rising  Virtue  No.  4. — Ike  Friedman.  * 

Macon  Xo.  7  —John  0.  Noble. 

Fdrrar  No.  8— Fletcher  W.  Beall. 

SelmaFrdternal  No.  27.— William  H.  Schoeoberg.  Isiao  Paplemas,  John 

C  Escridge. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29  —William  H   8»iurley  (for  affiliation). 

Washington  No.  36 —Morgan  Mitchell,  Joseph  W.  Brealer. 

Courtland  No.  37.— .John  S.  Hill,  John  J.  Leeman. 

Leighton  No.  43.— T.  S  Donaldson,  Z.  T  H  gden. 

Harmony  No   4fi  —Robert  C.  L  Martin*. 

Amity  No.  54. — Louis  Cohen. 

Mount  Moriah  No.  r>5.— Jacob  J   Foster. 

Troy  No.  56 —Jacob  Selig man,  John  W.  Haddleatin.  Wilsm  B.  Fol'oar 

Marion  F.  Anderson. 

St.  .John's  No.  (fcJ.— J.  Coartn«»y  Hixon. 

Cokerville  No.  75.— John  J.  Wall. 

SHwyer  No.  *.)3.  —Isaac  Mize. 

Yuricville  No  131  —John  R.  Senders. 

Rockford  No.  137. — T.  Lorenzo  D.  Wilson. 

Peiiick  No.  161.— M.  A.  Boley. 

Andrew  Jackeon  No.  173. — Doctor  G.  Sharp  (second  time). 

Dallas  No  228.— J.  D.  Johnson. 

Gadsden  No.  236  —Isaac  P.  Booker,  F.  0.  Bussy,  Thomas  J.  Beat. 
Coosa  No.  242.  -i  )scar  F.  Callier. 

Mt.  Pleasant  No  266.-0.  T.  Phillies 

Charles  Baskerville  No.  2H1.— James  £.  (ilenn. 

Clinton  No.  287.— J.  W.  Thomas.  J..W.  Marshall. 

Fort  Deposit  No.  291  — Oaiy  Thomas  Watts. 

Pleasant  Hill  No  .S21.-W.  T.  Kllis. 

Clear  Creek  No.  ;;I0.— Edward  B.  Pool. 

Ragan  No.  311  — Robert  T.  Faulkner. 

K(*ho  No.  345. — Daniel  J.  Hunt. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351. — Luie  M   Chambers. 

Piedmont  Fraternal  No.  368 — (Charles  Dempse^'. 

Rnssellville  No.  'Ml. — Isaac  C.  Hollinger. 

Robert  K   Lee  No.  379. — James  Andrews. 

AttalU  No.3S3— John  H.  Lister,  J.  C  Chisloin. 

Birminerham  Fraternal  No.  38 J. —David  B  Steedly. 

North  Ik)rder  No  391  —John  M.  Morris,  Francis  M.  Hutchison. 

Valley  Head  No.  394.- William  K.  Applegate. 
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Helena  No.  410  — Burras  Winfleld. 

Oak  Level  No.  415— J.  H.  Cheatwood. 

GlantoD  No.  423.— James  M.  Dawsoo. 

Andalusia  No.  434  —Samuel  W.  Raley. 

Ware  No. 435— James  A.  Freemau. 

F  JTt  Payne  No.  437.— Hugh  A.  Fitzpatrick. 

Calera  No.  445  — Abe  Stein. 

Florida  No.  450.— John  B  F.  Arrd. 

Glbfon  No.  453.— J»  L.  Ferrier,  T.  B.  Newton 

Bessemer  No.  448— Julian  Jdff'e,  (Ou.  3,  1892),  8  F.Jones,  Jalian  Jafte 

(Aujr.  7,  \SiKi). 
Hardy  Howie  No.  459 — Benjamin  B.  Hunt. 
KiDg  Solomon  No.  4()0.— F.  B.  Johnsion  (atfiltaiion). 
Day's  Gap  N  >.  4<]5  — J.  K.  Kemp. 
Dotban  No.  4W  — W.  T.  K«»y8on.  John  C.  Skipper. 
Avond.ale  No.  47<). — Williim  T.  Honser. 
Davis  Fraternal  No.  483. — James  A  Clark,  Pink ney  M  Banksion,  William 

I).  McCarthy. 
New  Decatur  No.  4*>1.— Charles G.  Lvnch  (M.  G.) 
WylanXo.  492 —John  G.  F^noii  (affiliation). 
Bay  Minette  No  4}»8.— Henry  A.  Ellison. 
Logan  No.  500. — Gcrge  H   E  hols  J-tlerson  S.  Lind. 
George  Morrow  Ni».  507. — Janie<<  S.  Palmer. 
J-  hnsNo.  511  — William  Hughes,  John  Jayne. 
Windham  No.  524  -Richard  M.  Earnest. 
Woodlawii  Fraternal  No.  525.— M.  L.  Satterfleld. 
Ha  kleburp:  No  52(i.— J-*!  n  8.  Sparks,  George  W.  Kowe. 
Middleton  No.  527.— E.  J.  Haynie. 
Myles  J.  Greene  No.  530.— Joseph  S.  Smith . 
Maacadine  No.  531 —J.  T.  McDaniel. 
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EXPELLED. 


RisiDK  SUD,  No.  Z9  —Sumuel  R.  Cottan. 

Neir  Market.  No.  G2— Jonph  J.  Cook,   George  P.   Strong,   William  J. 

WiIk«r(H.  O) 
Troy,  No.  66.— John  T.  Davlgoa. 
Cotambia.  No   135. — Jsmm  8>mnel  Ronle. 
CaledonlH,  l4o.  198.— JoMph  P.  Tbomu. 
Mt.  CBrmel,No.  223— Preston  Pool. 
Newton,  No  224.— Heary  W.  Baker. 
atr>«BTille,  No.  296.- Jobu  H.  Wilson. 
RsKan.  No.  341.— Oco  DeArman. 
AttallB,  No.  383.- Porrill  A.  Herring. 
Shorterville.  No.  422.— William  H.  GalhooD. 
B«ulab,  No,  455  —John  Thomae  Ellis, 
Stanton,  No.  473— George  Washington  Lodge. 
Davis  Fraternal,  No.  W3  -John  P    GlOTOr. 
Midland  City,  No.  604.— William  H.  Qilbert. 
Irondale,  No.  506  — Ricbard  C.  Arthur. 
Carringtin,  No.  522  —Perkins  B.  Carter. 
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RE-INSTATED. 


Rising  Virtue,  No.  4 — Willian\  W.  Prude,  James  P.  Tillery. 

MoultoD,  No.  (3  — Orson  D.  Gibson,  John  M.  Wallace. 

Macon,  No.  7. — May  banks  B.  DuBose. 

Farrar,  No.  8  —William  H.  May. 

Royal  White  Heart.  No.  10.— M.  M.  Watson,  M.  H.  Parrish,  J.  N.  Wil- 
liams, C.  W.  Fern,  S.  P.  Sanders,  J.  H.  McRea,  C.  H. 
Spencer,  W.  W.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Lee. 

Montgomery,  No.  11. — F.  A.  Dreyspring. 

Athens,  No   15. — Rodab  V.  Horton. 

Dale,  No.  25  — Malcolm    McNeil,  Jacob  N.  Whisenhant. 

Selma  Fraternal,    No.  27. —William   W.   Roberts,    Charles  G.    Kuhne, 

Benjamin  J.  Sitton. 

Rising  Sun,  No.  29 — Frank  Kontsen,  Robert  P.  Biker,  Thomas  N.  Mar- 
tin, William  Young. 

Washington,  No.  36. — Wiliiara  C.  Bessonett. 

Courtland,  No.  37. — Thomas  J.  Graham,  John   H.   Loosier,  George   W. 

Thrasher. 

Mobile,  No.  30. — George  King. 

Livingston,  No.  41. — James  M.  Herregan. 

Hiram,  No.  42  — JohnM.  Wyly. 

Leighton,  No.  43. — George  Shegog,  John    A.   P.    Robinson,    Charles  A. 

Taney. 

Greening,  No  53. — Malachi  G.  Brooks. 

Troy,  No.  56.— John  R.  Boone. 

Tuskegee.  No.  57. — John  A.  McBride,  Lawrence  Lewis. 

Eureka,  No.  64  —John  Gamble,  Thomas  F.  Potter. 

Fredonia,  No.  70— Marion  S.  Kirby,  William  S.  Lawrence. 

Bellefont,  No.  82  —Robert  F.  Proctor. 

Sawyer,  No.  93. — Samuel  McKee. 

Hartwell,  No.  101.— Samuel  W.  Wright,  George  W.  Pi  Its,  John  F.  Smith, 

William  F.  Higgins,  Benjamin  W.  Mattison. 

Good  Samaritan,  No.  104  —E.  L.  Philips,  T.  A.  Colley,  David  C.  Hug- 
gins.  L  P.  McCoy,  George  W.  Knight. 

Shilon.  No   105  —Joe!   W.  Pope,  Samuel  Threadgill. 

Forest  Hill,  No.  110  — L.  Powell  Baker. 

Xotasuit;a,  No.  149  —John  F.  Grfggs,  S.  Martial  Tommie. 

Wiley.  No.  134— William  Phenix. 

Baldwin,  No   142.— Ransom  M.  Guy. 

13 
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Maysyile,  No.  158. — John  F.  Clarke,  Andrew  M.  Sablett,  John  M.  Lay- 
man, Fleminf?  Jordan,  Thomas  R.  Hall,  Frank  B.  Gnr- 
ley,  George  W.  O'Neal,  James  F.  Morrow,  William  L. 
Giles,  William  L.  Dancan,  John  W.  Campbell,  Jesse 
Reed,  Gates  McMahon. 

Penick,  No.  161.— E.  F.  Williams. 

Clopton,  No.  171. — James  J.  Dean,  John  F.  Andrews. 

Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173— William  8.  Ford. 

Cataula,  No.  186.— John  W.  Patton. 

Hillabee,  No.  197.— John  N.  Slaaghter,  David  B.  Brown. 

Elkmont,  No.  207.— Thomas  J.  Scott. 

Alexandria,  No.  208  —James  N.  Martin,  William  J.  Martin,  William  J. 

Aderhold. 

Ebenezer,  No.  210. — John  M.  Alston. 

York,  No  311.— John  McQueen. 

Carrollton,  No.  214  — William  Lynn  Liprey,  Milton  Giles  Lofton. 

Lineville,  No.  219  —John  L.  Haynes. 

Newton,  No.  224.— Thomas  J.  Richardson. 

Ix)uisville,  No.  225  —Daniel  D.  McDonald. 

Dallas,  No.  228—8.  O.  Striplin. 

Bexar,  No.  230. — Solomon  May. 

Bowen,  No.  240.— William  I.  Stevens,  Wade  H.  Therrell. 

Coosa,  Do  242  —Oscar  F.  Collier 

Dawson,  No  244. — William  J  Lansden. 

Morrison,  No  246.— William  A  Eiland. 

Seddon,  No.  247. — John  M.    Bachannan,    Henry    G.    Crump,  James  R. 

Packet  t. 

Lawrence,  No.  268. — Charles  C  Carter. 

Amand,  No  2S0  —William  C.  Adair. 

Nortbport.  No.  252. — James  E    G.  Shirley,  Samuel  A.  Malone. 

Quitman,  No.  254.— Henry  H.  Shell. 

Efvin,  No.  257.— Van.  T.  Davis,  William  F.  Sides 

Walnut  Grove,  No  204  — James  M  Burns 

Forest  Home,  No.  270.— Stephen  T.  Glenn. 

Pea  River,  No.  271.— William  Norton. 

Frankfort,  No.  275— William  B.  Sparks,  George  T.  Underwood. 

Larkinsville,  No.  277. — James  E.  Perkenson,  Levi  Harrison. 

Charles  Baskerville,  No.  281.— Benjamin  F.  Peters. 

Clinton,  No.  287.— A.  J.   Avant 

Fort  Deposit,  No.  291. — Theophilus  N.  Coleman. 

Central  City,  No.  305.— John  D.  Moseley. 

Jonesboro.  No.  315. — Henry  Saterfield. 

Viola,  No.  324.— John  A.  Dean. 

Oliver,  No.  334  —Parson  David,  Boaz  W.  Bush. 
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Ragan,  No.  341. — C.  Decatur  Davis. 

Echo,  No.  345— Pall  H.  Preston. 

Bienville,  No  348.— Jasper  J.  Bolter,  James  T.  Cope. 

Ozark,  No.  349. — B'^rry  P.  Gaines,  Edward  Byrd,  Jesde  M.   Carmichael, 

W.  L.  Casey. 
Rock  Mills.  No.  363  —J.  W.  McDonougb. 
Van  Buren,  No.  355. — Andrew  W.  Dilbeck. 
Town  Creek,  No.  361  —William  H.  Stanley. 
Chester,  No  363.— Andrew  J.  Crow. 

Chandler,  No  367  —  J  >ha  H.  Brooks,  JohaR.  Motes,  John  W.  Tumblin. 
Athelstan,  No.  369.— S.  P.  Ging. 
Gainesville,  No.  376.— Elisha  F.  Cox. 
Birmingham  Frateroal,  No.  384.— T.  M.  D.  Earheart,    Arthur  Gledhill, 

IsaHC  R.  Hochstadter,  Henry  S.  Jones,  Charles  M.  Parish, 

Robert  Stephens. 
Trinity,  No.  386. — John  M.  Minor,  Jasper  N.  Wade. 
Newbergh,  No.  388.— George  W.  Hurley. 
North  Border,  No.  391. — John  W.  Johnsm,    Wiley  B.    Roberts,  John  L. 

Tejinison,  William  G.  Wright. 
Hickory  Flat,  No.  392.— Shirley  Sledge. 
Black  Oik,  No.  397.— Philip  B.  Gilbert. 
Doric.  No.  406. — James  H.  Dupriest,  Thomas  J.  Bowles. 
Hillsboro,  No.  408  — Berry  M.  Simpson. 
Jemison,  No.  411. — Henry  T.  Estis. 
Amberson,  No.  412. — James  Morgan , Charles  H.  Armes,  Tucker  W.  Hood, 

Beverly  C.  Bass. 
High  Shoals,  413.— Enoch  J.  Barton. 
Shorterville,  No.  422.— Edmund  N.  Bruce. 
Clan  ton.  No.  423  —Robert  H.  Wilson,    William  E.    D.  Edwards,    Levy 

Marcus,  Little  B.  Wells. 
Belgreen,  No.  428. — James  P.  Waldrip. 
Andalusia,  No.  434. — R«uben  Hart. 
Ware,  No.  435.— Elijah  B.  Farmer. 
Headland,  No.  438. — Acy  Gilley,  Alex  Ham. 
Mount  Vernon,  No.  439.— Wiley  T.  Green. 
Anniston,  No.   443.— Ephraim  E.    Trisell,   William    E.    Quinn,  N.  H. 

Stone. 
Alsboro,  No.  444.— William  Elbert  Patten. 
Coalburg,  No.  448 —William  Berry. 
Beulah,  No.  455.— William  David  Lynn.  Thomas Endorns  Sherman,  John 

Ludlow  Yarbrough. 
Harris,  No.  537.— Thomas  C.  Carroll. 
Stanton,  No.  473.— C.  C.  Barber. 
East  Like,  No.  480 —Robert  B.  Ustic. 
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Locast  Fork,  No.  481. — Francis  Tidwell,  Isaac  B.  Seargeant,  Lockhart 

M.  Powell. 
Davis  Fraternal,  No.  483  —John  W.  Gravlee. 
Irondale,  No.  506.— Ben  F.  Gluce. 
Hewitt,  No.  519.— Ernest  M.  Secrest. 
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OfelR  FRATERNAL  DEAB. 


Helion,  No.  1.— David  A.  Ramsey,  February  20,  1893. 
Alabama,  No.  3  — Joho  W.  Slaughter,  March  5, 1893 

James  Monroe  Axee,  July  15,  1893. 
Rising  Virtue,  No  4.— William  G.  B.  Pearson,  April  14,  1893. 
Moulton,  No.  6.— John  V.  Moore,  June  10,  1893. 

William  V.  Curtis,  December  19,  1892. 
Royal  White  Heart,  No.  10.— John  A  Foster,  January  27,  1893. 

Bamnel  A.  Simms,  December  18,  1892. 

2A.  R.  Hill,  April  18,  1893. 

C.  H  Spencer,  October  9,  1893. 

A.  H.  Thomas.  September  25,  1893. 
Montgomery,  N  >.  11  — Simon  Jacobi,  July  29,  1893. 

Luther  Streepy,  August  2,  1893. 

Gustave  Weil.  October  12,  1893. 
Florence,  No.  14.— Winfrey  Whiilock,  October  31,  1893. 
St.  Albans,  No.  22.— William  H.  Grayson,  May  21,  1893. 

Samuel  F.  Gholson,  August  3,  1893. 
Dale,  No,  25.— Zoraster  S.  Cook,  January  26,  1893. 
Sel ma  Fraternal,  No.  27.— Joseph  May.  August  4,  1893. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29.— Joseph  S.  Sugars,  October  12,  1892 

Frederick  Ga«s,  December  26,  1892. 
Washington,  No.  36  —Joseph  Hillman.  September  28,  1892. 

Samuel  Stegar,  February  14,  1893 

William  M  Stefirart,  April  18,  1893. 
Couitland,  No.  37  —Samuel  W.  Shackleford,  April  16,  1893. 

Andrew  J.  Morris,  May  25, 1893 
Mobile,  No.  40 — Abraham  Baerman,  January  16,  1893. 

Joseph  R-;imache,  August  1,  1893  . 
Livingston,  No.  41  — Robert  H.  Arrirgton,  September  27,  1892. 

Seth  8   Mellen, . 

Hiram,  No.  42.— Andrew  J.  Fdrm»r,  August  5,  1893. 
Leifthton,  No.  43  — George  Shegog,  September  19,  1893. 
Gaston,  No.  44  — Tolbert  Adams,  June  26,  1893. 
Harmony,  No  46  — James  T.  Kendall,  November  8,  1892. 

Samuel  Baer,  October  5,  1892. 
Demopolis.  No.  49— Francis  G.  Lyon,  March  16,  1893. 
New  Market,  No.  52.— William  N.  Ddvis,  August  13,  1893. 
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Amity,  No.  54.— John  Culleo,  September  2,  1893. 

Israel  G.  Smith,  February  16,  1893. 

James  L.  Minor,  September  27,  1893. 

H.  Y.  Webb,  February  24,  1993. 
Mount  Moriak,  No.  55.— Robert  T.  Stringfellow,  October  30,  1892. 
Troy,  No.  56.— Henry  Clay  Wiley,  April  5,  1893 

Emil  Jackson,  May  29,  1893. 
Tuskegee,  No  57.— John  C.  Smith,  September  17,  1892. 
Eureka,  No.  64.— Adam  B.  Dnlin,  April  21,  1893. 
Hampden  Sidney,  No.  67.— Jacob  D.  Whetstone,  July  2,  1893. 
Howard  No  69.— William  H.  Eakins,  October  22,  1892. 

Isaac  Brisk,  February  23,  1893. 
Central,  No.  70.— Abner  Killough,  July  3,  1893. 
Cokerville,  No  75  —John  Owen,  April,  1893 
Fredonia,  No.  79  —William  S.  Lawrence,  August  27, 1893. 

Benjamin  J.  Dixon,  June  28  1893. 
Bellefont,  No.    82 —Jackson  B    Foster,  May  9,  1893. 
Henry,  No.  91  —William  R.  Kelley.  November  2  1892. 
Sawyer,  No.  93 —James  Marion  Herrage,  May  27,  1893. 
Tuckabatchic,  No.  96. — Jesse  L.  Reyell. 

Iryen  Johnson. 
Lazohatcbee,  No.  97— William  R.  Jones,  September  2.  1893. 
Hartwell,  No.  101— Tolliver  P  Gwin,  May  26,  1893.- 

Joshua  R.  Teague,  April  20,  1893. 
Herman,  No.  106— George  M.  Wren,  June  5,  1893 
Choctaw,  No.  107.— Robert  B.  Carr,  November  30,  1892. 

James  B.  Mortimore,  July  30,  1893. 
Coffeeville,  No.  122.— Earnest  McCorquodale,  December  28,  1892. 
Havana,  No.  123.— Robert  P.  Durham,  March  28,  1893. 
Bolivar,  No.  127.— Charles  L.  M.  Porter,  May  11,  1893. 

Coilin  C.  Speller,  July  28,  1893. 
Geneva,  No.  129.— E.  J.  Borland,  April  18,  1893. 

Henry  H.  Lewis,  December,  1892. 
Yorkville,  No.  131.— William  Manning,  S^^ptember  16.  1892. 
Roanoke,  No.  132  —William  E.  White,  March  28,  1893. 
Columbia,  No.  135  — Larkin  Culbreth,  March  13,  1893. 
Unity,  No.  136 -Isaiah  J.  Hestle,  May  11,  1893. 
Shelby,  No.  140 —Levi  Armstrong,  June  18,  1893. 
Burleson,  No.  143.— Hardin  Patt«»rson,  September  2,  1893. 
Fraternity,  No.  145.— John  H.  Arnold,  December  13,  1892. 
Missouri,  No.  146. — James  Hickman  Norris,  March  22.  1893. 
Cold  Water,  No.  148.— Dana  E.  Monroe,  August  8,  1893. 
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Hendriz,  No.  162.— Joseph  Morrow,  Aagast  2,  1893 
Mount  Hopp,  No.  168  —William  W.  Reynolds,  September  25,  1892. 

George  V.  Atwood,  June  27,  1893. 

Fellowship,  No.  172.— Jordan  Elmore,  June  16,  1893. 

Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173. — Thomas  J.  Williams,  November  29,  1892. 

James  T.  Holtzclaw,  July  18,  1893. 

George  W.  McDade,  August  31,  1893. 

Deatsville,  No.  178  —William  J.  Ez jU,  August  25,  1893. 
Brundidge,  No.  184  — l8aac  B  Smith,  February  16,  1893. 

W.  H.  Adams,  March  25,  1893. 
Catania,  No.  186— John  W.  Patton,  April  7,  1893. 
Chattahoochee,  No.  192 —William  Brown,  December  9,  1892. 
Hopewell,  No.  193. — James  F.  Armstrong,  July  7,  1893. 
Hillabee,  No.  197.— James  H.  Neighbors,  August  5,  1893. 
KlUigee,  No.  199.— Franklin  B.  Atkins,  July  1,  1893. 
Sylacauga,  No.  200  —Tandy  W.  Barnett,  April  30,  1893. 
Marshall,  No.  209.— Samuel  M.  Wallace. 
York,  No.  211.— James  C.  Sherer,  October  22,  1892. 

Absolom  Sherer,  January  10,  1893. 

Sam  Dixon.  No.  218— William  H.  Ballard,  August  31,  1893. 
Tensaw,  No.  221.— William  B.  Weekley,  February,  1893. 
Louisville,  No.  225.— Thomas  W.  McRae,  May  26.  1893. 
Dallas,  No.  228.— Eli  Philips,  December  31,  1892 

James  H.  Armstrong. 

Sepulga,  No.  233. — James  Clipper,  January  26,  1893. 
Gadsden,  No.  236.— William  Christopher,  October  30,  1892. 

Clifford  C.  Cohen,  May  16,  1893. 

M.  C.  Herstein,  July  16,  1893. 

William  R.   Kirk. 

Fairmount,  No.  238.— Noah  Parker,  January  2,  1893. 
Coosa,  No.  242.— Richard  Gay,  March  31,  1893. 
John  Payne,  No.  245.— Charles  Coleman,  August  4,  1892. 
Seddon,  No.  247.— James  Nabors,  March  8,  1893. 

Newton  Isaac,  January,  1893. 

Emery  R.  Forester,  December  8,  1893. 
Lawrence,  No.  248.— Hatcher  J.  Vickers,  July  11. 
Amand,  No.  250  —Samuel  Gates,  January  28,  1893. 
Rose  Hill,  No.  253.— James  P.  Rossau,  February,  11,  1893. 
Quitman,  No.  254. -Robert  H.  Hall,  July  21,  1893. 
Gaylesville,  No.  256  —Moses  L.  Whitten,  May  14,  1893. 
Ervin,  No.  257.— John  F.  Hayne,  July,  1893. 
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Talladpga,  No.  261.— R  )b*rt  T.  C  >nby,  December  19,  1892. 

Williaii  Sisson,  Frbruary  12.  1893. 

Joseph  H.  JohnsoD,  May  5,  1893 
Walnut  G.ove,  No.  264.— Robert  A.   Sprayberry,  June  14,  1893. 
Meridian,  No.  266 —John   C.  Graham,  February  20,  1893. 

John  J.  Ford,  May  26,  1893. 
Pea  River,  No.  271  —Nathan  Duke,  SeptembT  20.  1893. 

Joel  Falkner,  Januiry  6,  1893. 
Larkinsville,  No.  277.— Burrell  W.  Smart,  S'ip'ember  14,  1893 

Thomas  J  Ervirin.  July  26,  1893. 

Eldridge  Siu  s,  October  21.  1892. 
SprinKvllle  No.  280  — Jeoking  D.  Clark,  January  20.  1893 
Clinton,  No.  287.— John  Cain,  April  5.  1893. 
Fort  D -posit.  No.  291.— Thomas  Blake,  November  20  1892. 
Norris.  No.  301  — W'lson  Beck,  May  1,  1893. 

Jos<*ph  J.  Jackson,  November  23,  1893 
Viola,  No.  324.— John  L  Jourden,  Maich  20,  1893. 

William  T.  Hood,  Aueust  3,  1893 
Charity,  No.  331.— Thomas  E.  Potts    November  7,  1892. 
Oliver,  No.  334.— Person  Davis,  March  3,  1S<«. 

Stepht-D  M   Gilmore,  February,  1893 
Georgiana  Davi^  No.  338 —William  Thonp^on,  September  12,  1893. 
Echo,  No.  345.— Francis  J.  Marshall,  June  2,  1893. 
Hurtsboro,  No  340  — Isaac  P.  Cheney. 
Bienville,  No.  :US  — Shadric  Joshna  Harris,  April  30,  1893. 
Ozark,  No.  349.— John  J.  Parker,  October  24,  1892. 
Willson  William",  No.  351.— William  Hill.  February  2.  1893. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  353.— Thomas  T.  Hollt-y,  December  31,  1893. 
Van  Buren.  No.  355.— Warr^-n  H.  Sims,  April,  1893 
Ashland,  No.  3.")6 — Heury  A    Manning,  November  14,  1891 

John  Garrett.  March  15,  1893 
Houston,  No.  36i>.— Geo.  W.  Curtis,  Aug.  10,  1893 

Richard  1)  Templfton,  September  21,  1893. 
Cotu'^o,  No  366.— A.  T.  Hamilton,  Septem'oer  24   1892 

J.  C.  Pickens,  Novembfr  13,  1S92 
Athplatan,  No.  ;W>9.— William  G    Little,  January  21,  1893 
Robert  E   I^e,  No.  379  — James  G    Donald,  June  5,  1893 
K.  II.  Cook,  No.  381.— Dani-l  M.  A.  Dansby,  October  11,  1892 
Atialla.  No.  383.— James  H.  Fowle',  September  24,  1892 
Birmingham  Fraternal,  No  384  —John  W.  A  pel.  October  23,  1892 

Daniel  Odom   December  11,  18<)2. 

Trinity,  No.  3H6  —William  O.  Sewell,  Julv  31.  1893. 

Jasper  N.  Wa(^e,  August  24,  189 J. 
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Newb^r^h,  No.  388.— Edwin  B  Sockwell,  July  5    1893. 
Fa^kville,  No.  396.— Eiley  M.  Sana*,  Augasr,  1893. 
Hartselle,  N  ».  398  — Phannal  /.  H'lr^henson,  August  24   1893. 
Hancfvin**.  No.  400.— ThoM.a^  R    Gludney,  April  30   1893 
JemisoD,  No  411  — Lawson  J    Hnnd    January  15    1893 

James  H.  Hughes,  NovenHer4,  1892. 
Oak  Level    No  415.— Calvin  L.  S^^ed,  Oiiober  17,  1892 

Mike  T.  Alpubrook,  Oct  ber  24,  1892. 
Hilton,  No.  419  — Viens  S   P  .w^tl,  Marc  i  6.  1893. 
Bhonervil  e   No.  422 —G  urge  P.  B^uc^  Jiuuary  23,  1893 
Ciatiion,  No.  423— Minor  Woo'ley,  J«ine  15,  1893 
Te  I'ple,  No.  425.— Willia'u  L  nH»l,  Frbrua-y  10.  189.3. 

I^arder  J.  Crawforil,  AusrU'*t  24,  1893. 
Albertville,  No  430. — H.  R.  Jackson;  James  Btile  . 
eteel  Station.  No   432.— James  M.  Gaddy,  Jan«i«ry  19,  1893. 
Ware  No.  435.— John  W.  De Loach,  January  21,  1893. 
Headland,  No.  438— Jost-ph  Hoila?id,  January  11.  1893 

Hutfh  L   Deshazo,  August  22,  1893. 
Forney,  No.  440.— .John  McGugan,  Septenaber  13    1893 
Betbhhem,  No.  442 —A    B   Brinleigb,  June  29,  1893. 
Anniaton.  No   443— Jdnoes  F.  Moses,  October  22,  1892. 
Florida,  No.  450— WiJliam  Fiudiay,  May  13,  1893. 

Frank  L   Fike,  July  22,  1893. 
Gibson,  No.  453  —John  E  Copeland,  AuguH  12.  1893 
Harris.  No.  457.— James  Riney,  July  22,  1893. 
Besbemer,  No  458 —Wm.  B.  Matt,  December  13,  1892 

E  T.  Dummitt.  June  28,  1MJ3 
Hardy  Howl#»,  No.  459.— James  McClintock,  February  23,  1893. 
Shiloh,  No.  461  — L.  B  Clayton.  April  14,  1893. 
Addison,  No    463.— William  Leg/,  February  21,  1893 
Dotban,  No.  466  —William  H.  Strickland,  June  29,  1893 
Stanton,  No.  473. — James  Thomas  Lawrence,  September  23,  1892. 
Avondale,  No  476  — Willia  u  F    Gray,  March  30    1893 
Rock  Spring,  No.  479. — Jam'^s  M.  Newm  in,  March  7,  1893 

John  A.  Ratrhford,  April,  29,  1893. 
Monroe.  No    485 —David  Nettles,  October  3,  1S92 
Ca'bon  Hill,  No  494.— George  BUnkens^ip,  April  14,  1893. 
Bremen.  No.  496  —J.  C   Roberson,  December  18,  1892. 
Logan,  No   500 —John  B    I^ggett,  Jur.e  20,  1893. 
Geo.  Morrow,  No.  507  —William  H.  Higginbotham   July  22   1893 
Wil8-»nville,  No  510.— Archibald  Norris.  July  15,  1893 
James  D.  Tru^s,  No  515.— Jacob  W.  Grjffio,  March  6.  1893 
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George  P.  Harrljon Opellka AriEona. 

H.  Clay  ArmalroDg AaburD Bratil. 

G  en  rgp  F.  Moore Montgomery C«iiada. 

Wallace  W-  Haralsoo Fort  I'ajne Colon  &  Ii.  Cuba. 

Colorado. 

Fletcher  J.  Cowart .Troy Delaware. 

KobertD.  Webb Livinftalon Diet,  of  Columbia. 

J.  W.  Penn AtUlla EogUnd. 

I'inckney  M  Hickman Elba Florida 

Knaaell  H.  Cunningbam Pratt  Mines Hungary. 

Jno.  G.  Harria Monlgomery Idaho. 

Jno.   O.  UarriB Montgomery lUlnoIa. 

Jno.  H.  Bankhead Fayette  C.H Indiana. 

Wm.  I).  Ilobertson Carrollton Iowa. 

Jno.  Uetioach Honroeville Kanaas. 

Kenluekj. 

Edward  S.  Gatchell Selma Loaiaiann. 

B.  Dudley  WilliamB, Oiford Maine. 

Jetee  M.  Carmicbael Ozark Hanitobia 

Joel  Wbite Manlgomery Maryland. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Belknap Michigan. 

Palmer  J.  rillans Belknap Minneiota. 

S*mnel  K.  McSjiadden Centre HiMlsaippi. 

Henry  C.  Tompkina Monlgomery Missouri. 

Palmer  J.  Pillann Belknap Nebraaka. 

Palmer  J.  Pillana Belknap New  Jersey. 

Palmer  J.  Pillana Ih'ikoap New  Mexico. 

Henry  C.  Tompkiua Montgomery New  York. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Monlgomery V.Q.  I-N-S.  W. 

O^'niond  A.  Duke Clanlon Oregon. 

Kicholaa  Stall  woTlb Evergreen Peru. 

Nicholas  81a  I  i  wo  rib Evergreen Prince  F.d.  Island. 

Beniamin  F.  Pope Gadsden Penosylvania. 

Palmer  J.  Pillana Belknap Quebec. 

Horatio  CGiayson Choct'w('orn"r Rhode  Island. 

Addiaon  A.  Walker I'iufaula South  Carolina. 

Thomas  H.  Amberson: Wetumpka South  Australfa. 

Benjamin  F.  Elmore neuopulis Tennessee. 
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Daniel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

Geor>?e  M.  Morrow Birmingham Victoria. 

Francis  L.  Pettus Selma Virginia. 

Henry  H.  Brown Birmingham Washington. 

Henry  H.  Brown Birmingham Weat  Virginia. 


MEMORANDA. 

RKrHKSKNTATlVES     OF     THK    GRAND    LODGE    OF  ALABAMA 

NE  \  K  O  niElt  (Jli  AND  LODGES 


William  P.  Vandervert Arizona. 

Jasper  M.  Pinnell  DeWitt ..Arkansas. 

Pedro  Antonio  G^mez R*o  de  Janerio Brazil. 

A.  Huiileni Nanians British  Columbia. 

Samuel  IV  Hurman Toronto Canada. 

Alvuh  Ru  sell  Conklin Independence California. 

Ernest  Lb  Neve  Foster Georgetown Colorado. 

8egundo  Alvarez Havana Colon  <&  Is.  Cuba. 

Wasbing'on  L.  Morgan New  Britain Connecticut. 

Beiitun  V.  Weldon Smyrna Delaware. 

Phillip  H.  Ht  oe Washington Dist. of  Columbia. 

Brackstone  It^ker I/Ondon England. 

Norville  R.  ('arter Levyville Florida. 

William  A.  Love Atlanta Georgia. 

Alexander  P.  Alexanderopulos Greece. 

Alexander  Krankel Hungary. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Josephs.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  II.  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

John  McConnell Belfast* Ireland. 

Thomas  J.   Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

D.  (ireen  Simmons Adairville Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd New  Orleans Ix)usiana. 

Josiah  U.  Drummoud Portland  Maine. 

James  I^slie Minnesota Manitoba. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Maryland. 

Jose  Manuel  Monoz Vera  Cruz Mexico. 

Arthur  M.  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard    A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank  Burkitt Okalona Mississippi. 

A.  M.  Hough Jeflerson  City Missouri. 

*Cal lender  Street. 
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James  M.  Cbadwick; Nebraska  City Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead Newark New  Jersey. 

Robert  C.  Stewart lias  Vegas New  Mexico. 

James  Porter  Howe Sidney  U.  G.  L New  South  Walef. 

Daniel  T.  Walden New  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina. 

Benjamin  K.  Rusch Forman North  Dakota. 

Charles  Bowman Herring  Cove Nova  Scotia. 

Nelson  Williams Hamilton Ohio. 

James  R  Bailey Corvalis Oregon. 

Richard  Vaux Philadelphia Pennsylvania. 

Augusto  Angalo Pern. 

Donald  Darrach Kensington Prince  Ed. Island. 

Daniel  Thomas Sherbrooke Quebec. 

Dwight  R  Adams Centreville Rhode  Island. 

Andrew  H.  White Rock  Hill South  Carolina. 

George  L.  Young South  Australia. 

Frank  M.  Kremer Estellim Sou»h  Dakota. 

Henry  R.  Howard TuUahoma Tennessee. 

Eugene  S.  Weston Rutland Vermont 

H.  Bannister Geelong Victoria. 

James  J.  Dudley Norfolk Virginia 

Jere  A.  Miller Wheeling West  Virginia. 

Louis  Sohns Vancouver ...Washington. 

Philo  A.  Orton Darlinguton Wisconsin. 
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GKAXD  BECRKTAKIKS  AND  THKIR  ADDRESSES. 


0  Alabama H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery. 

1  Arizona Jno.  M  Ormsby Tiiscon. 

2  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Littltn  Rock. 

3  California Alexander  Gurdon  Abell San  Francisco 

4  Colorado Ed.  Carroll  Parmele Paeblo. 

5  Connecticut Jos.  K.  Wheeler Plartford. 

it  Delaware Beiij.  F.  Bartrani Wilmington. 

7  ]>ist.  of  Columbia WilliHui  Reynolds  Singietcn  Washington. 

8  Fiorida A.J.  Russell JacKsonville. 

9  Georgia Andrew  Martin  Wolihin Ma(n)n. 

10  Illinoi" Loyal  Levi  Munn Freeport. 

11  Indiana Wui.  H.  Smyth Indianapolis. 

12  Iowa Tbe(\  Sutton  Piirvin Iowa  City. 

13  K4n*-as Jiio.  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

14  Kentucky H.  B.  Grant I>ouisville. 

16  Louisiana Richard  Lambert New  Orleans. 

U)  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

17  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

18  Massachusetts Seraus  I).  Dickerson Boston. 

19  Michigan William  Power  Innis Grand  Rapids. 

20  Minnesota Thoa.  Montgomery. St.  Pnul. 

2L  Mississippi Jno.  I^ogan  Power Jackson. 

22  Missouri Jno.  I).  Vincil St.  Louis. 

23  Nebraska Wm.  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

24  Nevada Chauncpy  N.  Noteware Canon  City. 

i)  New  Hampshire Geo.  Perly  Cleaves Concord. 

20  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

27  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

28  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

29  North  Dakota Thos.  J.  Wilder Castleton. 

30  Ohio I.  H.  Bromwell Cincinnati. 

31  Oregon Stephen  H.  Chadwick Salem. 

32  Pennsylvania Michael  Ne>l)et Philadelphia. 

33  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

31  S.iuthCaroUra ('has  Inglesby Charleston. 

.V)  South  Dakota Ge".  A.  Petfi^rew Flandreau. 

3»>  TtMinfSj»ee Jno.  Kriz/.ell Nashville. 

37  Te.xas P.  W.  Hudson Houston. 

3f<  Vermont Warren  (i.  Reynolds Burlington. 
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39  Virginia Wm.  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

40  West  Virjcinia Geo.  W.  Atkinson Wheeling. 

41  Wisconsin Jno.  W.  Lafiin Milwaukee. 

42  Idaho Jas  H.  Wickersham BoiseCity. 

43  Montana rornelins  Hedgps Helena. 

44  New  Mexico Alpheus  A.  Kinfr East  I^as  Vefras. 

45  Utah Phristopher  Diflhl 8*1 1  Lake  City. 

46  Washington Thos.   Milbnpn  Rt^ed O'ympia. 

47  Wyoming W.  L.  Kuykendell Cheyenne. 

48  Arizona Geo.  James  Roskuri^t* Tnsoon. 

49  Indian  Territory Jos.  SHmnel  Marrow Atoka. 

50  Canada Jno.  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Oqt. 

51  N^'W  Brun*«wick Edward  J.  Wetmore St  John. 

52  Nova  Scotia Hon.  Wm   Ross tHalifax. 

53  Quebec Jno.  H*»lder  Isa  .c-*on  Montreal. 

54  Biitish  Columbia Edward  C.  Xeufelder Victoria. 

65  Manitobia Wm.  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

56  Ontario Jai  Reith Luther. 

57  Prince  Ed.  Island B.  Wilson  Higgs Chariot tetown. 

58  England Edward  I^etch worth London.* 

59  Ireland  Samuel  B  Oldham Dublin. 

00  Scotland David  Murrow  Lyon Elinbur^h. 

61  Brazil Rodrigu<'S  Antoi.ioMarchadoRio  de  Janciro-f 

02  Chfli Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

63  Peru J.  Aturo  Ego  Aeuirre,  Lima. 

04  Spain Julio  F.  E^pirea  salud  Madrid. 

65  IT.  N  S    Wa'es Arthur  H.  Bray Sidney.J 

60  Prussia A.  Bouche Berlin. 

67  Sweden , Rob^r'  Dickson Stockholm. 

68  Colon  and  Cuba J<-8i  F.  Pellon 55  Havana. 

69  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 

70  Vera  Cm z Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz. 

71  Mexico Pedro  J.  Ramiercz Mezioo.:tl 

72  Columbia,  S.  A Damasrzopata  . Bogota. 

73  Victoria ..Rer.  D.  Meadowcraft Melburne. 

74  Portugal Traveso  de  Guardos  Mor Lisbon. 

76  Ilaly Luigi  Castellayzo Rome. 

76  South  Australia J.  H.  Cunningham Adelaide  *t 

77  G   M.  L.  England Frederick  Bincke? London. :|:t 

78  New  Zealand Rev.  W.  Roiialdson Dunadin. 

79  Egypt De  Me  Chichievirh Ahxandria. 

*Great  Queen  St.,  W.  C,  Froemason's  .Ilall.  f  l^"a  'la  LiivnuUa.  N.  s3.  J  Ma- 
aonic  Hall  Caijtlerfugh  Si.  U  De  Gucrray  Marina,  '^t  Flin<lcrH  .St.  tt  K.  Kod  Lion 
S<iuare,  W.  C. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


M.  W.  GRAND  LODGE 


OF 


A.  F.  &  A.  M.  OF  ALABAMA, 


AT  THE 


SEVENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION, 


IIKLI)    AT 


Monttromery,  Dec.  4th  and  ^\\\,  1894,  A.  L  5894. 


MONTUOMBRY,  ALA.: 
ALABAMA   PRINTING  COMPANY. 

1895. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama,  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  its  Seventy-fourth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  at  7:30  o'clock, 
the  fourth  day  of  December,  1894,  A.  L.  5894. 

PRESENT. 

FxAKCiB  L.  Pbttus Orand  Master. 

Gbo  p.  Harbison Deputy  Orand  Masfer. 

James  A.  BilBbo Senior  Grand  Warden. 

B  DuDLBT  Williams Janior  Orand  Warden. 

William  H.  Dinolbt Grand  Treasurer. 

H.  Clat  Abmstbono ..Grand  Secretary. 

William  C.  Blbdsob Grand  Chaplain. 

D.  W.  McIybb Grand  Marshal. 

B.  M.  Hill ...Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Hbkrt  H.  Matthbws Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Chas  H.  Mandy Senior  Grand  Steward. 

Habby  a.  Lowe JuniorGrand Steward. 

Chablbs  A.  Allbn Grand  Tyler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Palmbb  J.  PiLLANs Grand  Master. 

H.  Clay  Abmstbono^ Grand  Master. 

Hbfby  C.  ToMPKiirs Grand  Master. 

JohkG.  Habbis Grand  Master. 

Jambs  M.  Bbundidob Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Bbhjamin  F.  Popb Junior  Grand  Wardem 


4  PROCEEDINOS  OF  THE  [1894 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF   OTHER  QRAND  LODGES. 

George  P.  Harrison Arizona. 

H  Clay  Armstrong Brazil. 

George  F.  Moore , Canada. 

Russell  M  Cunningham Hungary. 

H.  Dudley  Will  ams Maine. 

Wm.  J.  O-nm Michigan. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Minnesota. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Missouri. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Nebraska. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans New  Jersey. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans New  Mexico. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins New  South  Wales. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Quebec. 

Francis  L.  Pettus Virginia. 

And  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from   subordi- 
nate Lodges,  as  follows: 

No.        1    Helion Dan'l.  Coleman* S.  W. 

4    Rising  Virtue Cbae.  N  Maxwell W.  M. 

6  MouUon D.  C.  Almon J.  W. 

fW  W.  Daffln W.  M. 

7  Macon \  H.  P.  Buree* 8.  W. 

(John  W.  Davis J.  W. 

8  Farrar R.  M   Hawkinf W.  M 

9  Gilead B  H.  Warren W  M. 

(Louis  Bloch W.  M. 

11     Montgomery \  Samuel  Isaac 8.  W. 

(Clia'«.  L.  Wilkinson J.  W. 

14    Florence Mason  B.  Shelton W.  M. 

1<>    Athens M.  K.  Clements* W  M. 

22    St.  Albany Q  8  AHams* W.  M. 

24  George  Washington Calvin  Upcharch W.  M. 

f  H.  F.  Cook* W.  M. 

25  Dale \  J.  T.  Beck 8.  W. 

ISol.  D    Blocb* J.  W. 

27    Sel ma  Fraternal H.  8  D.  Mullory* W.  M. 

fT   F.  Tirley* W.  M. 

29    Rising  Sun \  W.  E  Oakley* 8.  W. 

Uaa- 8   Puller J   W. 

31    Autauga J.  D   Deramuh* 8.  W. 

36  Washington Jno.  A.  La^siter W.  M. 

37  Courtland i M.  J.  Gilcbri-t W.  M. 

rOeo  F  S-dberry W.  M. 

39  Wetumpka ■!  8    H.  Willianm 8  W. 

(T.J.  Williams* J.  W. 

40  Mobile Wm  8  Foster* 8.  W. 

41  Livingston  J.  G.  Harris* W.  M. 

^Proxies. 
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No. 

42 

i. 

43 

it 

46 

*i 

49 

It 

50 

It 

62 

•1 

53 

*i 

54 
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59 

»i 

61 

*l 


«t 


62 


63 
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64 
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65 

it 

67 

II 

69 

«» 

70 

•  1 

71 

«« 

72 

i( 

74 

<l 

75 

it 

76 

II 

78 

II 

79 

«l 

83 

<t 

84 

li 

88 

(i 

89 

*i 

91 

14 

93 

tl 

95 

(i 

96 

it 

98 

It 

104 

It 

106 

«* 

110 

It 

111 

li 

112 

f. 

116 

tf 

119 

(• 

120 

^Proxies. 

Hiram J.  T.  Jelks* W. 

Lf»igh»on P.  N.  G.  Rand W. 

Harmony Geo.  A.  Beauchamp 8. 

Demopolis Gains  Whitfield* W. 

("Louis  J.  Adl»»r W. 

Union -J  Min.s  Walker* 8. 

J.  M.  Sadler* J 

New  Market Ja-.  R.  Walker W. 

Greening H.  A.  Shields W, 

Aiuicy Walter  Rineotu 8. 

Mount  Moriah Jno   E.  McGee W 

Trov E.  H.  Johnson W. 

Tugkfgee 8.  B.  Payne W. 

BentOM  A.  L  He-.s* W. 

Tompkinsville Jas.  I).  Robioaon* W. 

c»«    T«K«  (  rt.  C.  Cowan H 

^"*-  -^^^^ IN.  M.  BlMisoe* J. 

(J.  B.  Banks W. 

Social \  M.  W.  Tarver 8. 

(g.  W.Smith J. 

Eureka  Zeli  Gantoii* W. 

C.  P    Whirt R  H.  Tucker* W. 

Hampden  Sidney E.  H.  Rohinson W. 

Howard .'. Phillip  C.  Candiduu W. 

c«"trai {f^Tu^e^:::::::::::::::::! 

Tehopeka James  M.  Smith W. 

Widow's  Son.  G.  A.  Barge W. 

a^io»«««  I  C.  J.  Burden W. 

^^^^on I  ^  ^.  Blfd^oe* S. 

Cokerville A.  K.  McKenzi** W. 

Auburn H.  Clay  Armstrong W. 

Crozier Andrew  N.  Whitesides W. 

Fredonia A.  J.  Thompson W. 

Friendship Nels<>u  Fuller fl 

E-photic { ^T^^°^':::::::::::::::l 

Meridian  Sun Wm.  R.  Hardy W. 

p-"viiie { ii  M^i^r.*::::-::;;:::.:.;.^- 

Henry J.  W.  Foster W. 

S*wyer Jas.  P.  D  Murphy W. 

Danville Richard  B.  Sherrell 8. 

Tuckabatchie Byrd  B   Jordan* W 

*^"^^^° (  Robert  G.  Craig* J. 

Good  Samaritan James  M.  Boon W. 

Herraon Matthew  B  Cannon S. 

W.  J.  McCrackin* W. 

Sylvan ThaddwiHC.  Williams W. 

no«„  JJ«8.  K.Kendall W. 

^^^ j  Jno.  W.  Hassell : J. 

DeKalb Richard  Chitwood W. 

Notasnl^a Jno  £   Cameron* W. 

Camp  Hill J.  W.  Pinnell W. 


M. 
M. 

W. 
M. 
M. 

W. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
W. 
M. 
W. 

w. 

M. 
M. 

M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 


6  PB0CBBDIN08  OF  THB  [1804 

No.    122  Coffeeville J.  R.  Cowan*  W.  IL 

123  Havana Leander  N.  Powell 8.  W. 

f  W.  J.  N.  Taylor W.  M. 

126  Herndon <  J.  J.  Smith 8.  W. 

i  David  O.  Berlin* J.  W. 

127  Bolivar D.  L.  G.  Wilson W.  M. 

129  Geneva A  M.  L.  Donglae. W.  M. 

131  Yorkville 8.  C.  Nabere W.  M. 

132  Roanoke Jno.  A.  Walden W.  M. 

133  Loachapoka J.  O.  Warren W.  M. 

134  Wiley T.  J.  Bates W.  M. 

136  Columbia T.  P.  McGritf W.  M. 

140  8helby Jno.  A.  West  W.  M. 

142  Baldwin Wm.  B.  Bryant W.  M. 

143  Barleson.... C.  H.  Thorn* W.  M. 

146  Fraternity  F.N.Hudson W.  M.* 

146  Missouri E  W.Starke W.  M. 

147  Rogersville Mack  Moore* W.  M. 

149  Chambers J.  D.Elder W.  M. 

151  Bladen  Springs Harry  A.  Powe S.  W. 

W.  L   Jahnson* W.  M. 


«i 


154    Nixburg. 
161    Penick.... 
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8.  A.  Thomas J.  W. 

]  Eli  Haynie W.  M. 

H  I.  Dnpree a  W. 

163    Fayetteville  Authentic... .    Oliver  P.  Loooey W.  M. 

170  Elba Wm.  H.  Chapman W.M. 

171  ni/^.v»^M  r  Andrew  J.  Balchelor W.M. 

171    Clopton I Q^  T.  Weed 8.  W. 

No.    172    Fellowship El'.is  A.  Brown W.  M. 

{Chas.  R.  Westoott W.  M. 
Geo.  R  Boyd 8.  W. 
Robt.  L.  Teague J.  W. 

177    Orion :...    a  N.  Mallett W.  M. 

181    Aberfoil Wm.  B.  Cope* W.  M. 

184  Brundidge Calvin  McSwayne W.  M. 

185  Mount  Eagle J.  M.  Aroason W.  M. 

186  CaUula Jas.  T.  Greene W.M. 

i-^d-^ {KE^-Cto^n::::::::::::;;.:;.:!:  ^: 

188  Clintonville J.  W.  Garrett J.  W. 

189  Delta R.  W.Morris 8.  W. 

190  Tombigbee C.  B.  Whitfield W.  M. 

192  ChatUboochee Francis  A.  Calhoun* W.  M. 

193  Hopewell G.  F.  Davis* 8.  W. 

197  Hillabee Chas.  M.  Simpson W.  M. 

198  Caledonia E.  F.  Tuttle W.M. 

(P.  Dardeu* W.  M. 

199  Kiligee \  G  H  Powell 8.  W. 

Ib.  F.  Wright J.  W. 

200  Sylacauga L  H.  Crumpler W.  M. 

201  LaPine S  M.Mitchell a  W. 

207  Elkmont Jno.  W.  Bridgforth W.  M. 

200  Marshall W.  L.  Thomason.. W.M. 

210  Ebenezer H.L.  Brown W.M. 

211  York J.  A.  Goodwyn W.  M. 

^Proxies. 
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No.    212    Patnam J.H.  Mooty W.  M. 

214    Carrollton E.  D  Willett* W.  W. 

2i« «-  «'- { 2^K  ''i^^i^:z::zz^:^: 

219    Lineviile R.  D.  Evans W.  M. 

221  TeDsaw Marion  Biyan W.  M. 

222  Western  Star David  8.  Ward W.  M. 

223  Moant  Garmel J.  C.  Fonville W.  M. 

224  Newton A.  C.  Hayden W.  M. 

^i---i»e {I'^}-^^:;^^:—:::::::^:^: 

236  8anU  Fe L  O.  Hicks W.  M. 

227  JamesPtsnn Wm.  A.  Arnold W.  M. 

230  Bexar Jno.  Arnold ^ W.  M. 

231  Duck  Springs W.  B.  Be«son» W.  M. 

233  8*pulga J.  M.  Y.  Sellers W.  M. 

236  Gadsden Beuj   F.Pope* W.  M. 

238  Fairmount Jac(*b  Johnston* W.  M. 

r  A  F.  Huff. W.  M. 

242  Coosa \  Isaac  C.  Hall* 8.  W. 

I  Geo.  W.  Batson J.  W. 

243  Ramer G.  8  Turnipseed 8.  W. 

244  Dawson Jno  L.  Russell 8.  W. 

f  R.  D.  Windham W.  M. 

246  Harrison i  W.  B.  Darby 8.  W. 

U  W.  H«id J.  W. 

247  Seddon Jas.  D  Truss W.  M. 

260  Amand Elliott  E.  Estes W.  M. 

251  Camp  Creek J.  M.  Baxter* W.  M. 

253  RfseHill .*..  R.  T.  Dillard 8.  W. 

264  Quitman E  P.  Rigsby* 8.  W. 

266  Gaylesville J.  P  Farrelf. W.  M. 

257  Brvin J.  W.  Davis W.  M. 

fTbos.  a  Plowman W.  M. 

261  Talladega \  W.  J  Rhodes* 8.  W. 

(L.  M.  Ott J.  W. 

264    Walnut  Grove J.  E.  Murphree W.  M. 

266    Mount  Pleasant F.  J    Norris W.  M. 

270    Forest  Home Ruf  us  G  Shanks W.M. 

i>^-  !>««-•  I  Wm.  T.  Chapman W.  M. 

^««  ^^^«' 1  A.  J.  Wise...:. 8  W. 

275  Frankfort Wm  A.  Agee W.M. 

276  Bullock 8.  W.  May W.  M. 

277  Larkinsville J.  D.  Hall 8.  W. 

278  Northern Jas.  L.  EHett W.M. 

oflA    flrv^n^^ni-.  f  Basil  M  Hill W.M. 

280    Springville |  ^  g   poreman* 8.  W. 

285  Georaiana R8  Pilley • 8.  W. 

286  Walker WG  Martin W.M. 

287  Clinton J.  F.  Lewis W.  M. 

291  Fort  Deposit J.  M.  Dannelly* W.M. 

301  Norris E.  P.  Loveless 8.  W. 

304  Winfield Eiisha  Vickery W.  M. 

305  Central  City T.  P.  Whitby* W.  M. 

319    Clmtsville Wm.  D.  Pettus „ W.M. 

321    Pleasant  Hill Jno.  R.  Phillips W.  M. 

^Proxies. 
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Holly  Grove Jas.  N.  Walker W.  M. 

vi^i.  f  W.  J.  Wildman W.M. 

^*°'* 1  H  E.  Mitchell 8.  W. 

MadiaoD  Station R.  Doolittle W.  M. 

Charity Jno.  C.  Hicki W.  M. 

Georgiana  Davis { D,^  N;^iii;^™::z:::::::;I;  w! 

Clear  Creek Jaa.  M    Ward W.  M. 

HamiltoD Wm.  C.  Davis W.  M. 

Echo Robert  M  Daughtry W.  M. 

Bienville P.  J  Pillani^* W.  M. 

^^.  ,  f  W.  R  Sims* W.  M. 

"^*" 1 J  W.  Barnes* J.  W. 

Heaton T.  J  Thomason W.  M. 

Van  Buren N.  W.  Ward* W.  M. 

Ashland J.  A  White S.  W. 

Rutled^e M.  W.  Ru^hton W.  M. 

Barboar Thos.  M   Barbour* W.  M. 

So»>tt8boro 8.  W.  Tate W.  M. 

Chester D  V.  Thompson W  M. 

Houston Wm.  R  Bounds W  M. 

Cotoca J.  D.  Culbreath W.  M. 

Chandler A.  A.  Hearst* W.  M. 

Piedmont  Fraternal Thos.  P  Savage* W.  M. 

A*K«i.*.^  fR  L  Douglass W.M. 

^^**«^»**" i  Harry  A.  Lowe 8  W. 

Goliad Wm.  Tho^oaghgood W.  M. 

Beirs  Landing Wm.  M  Hestle W.  M. 

Gainesville Chas  H.  Winston W.  M. 

Lake  City Harry  P.  Miller W.  M. 

w««««fv«  f  Chas.  M.  Martin W.  M. 

weogmjta j  ^^,  ^   Stewart 8.  W. 

Robert  E.  Lee D.  C.  Mims W.  M. 

Ghatchee K  D.  Meliarge* W.  M. 

Birmingham  Fraternal J.  A.  Downey W.  M. 

Trinity J  M.  Brundidge* W.  M. 

Newburgb Wn?.  T.  Sullivan 8  W. 

Vernon Jno  D.  MoCluskey* W.  M. 

North  Border W.  J.  Dupree W.  M. 

Hickory  Fist M.  L.  Littlefield W.  M. 

Valley  Head J.  A.  Rice J.  W. 

Falkville H.  8.  Lehman W.  M. 

Haw  Ridge J.  W.  Kennington W.  M. 

Childersburgh  J.  C.  Alford* W.M. 

Grady J.  G.  M   Lu»her* W.  M. 

Doric Thomas  B.  Wallace W.  M. 

Hillsboro D.  C.  Almon* W.  M. 

Pondtown B  F.  Pate* W.  M. 

rW.  R,  Dawson W.M. 

Jemison \  A.  Glasscock 8.  W. 

(a  J    Herbert J.  W. 

Amberson W.  H.  Burnett W.  M. 

Oak  Level H.  G.  Earnest W.  M. 

Williamsburgh Jno.  E.  Williams W.  M. 

HUton .'. Jno.  W.  Powell W.  M. 
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420    BroomtowD E.  B  Edrod W.  M. 

(  W.  M.  Bradford W.  M. 

Cullman  Fraternal <  C.  A.  Owen. J.  W. 

(T.  J.  Burks* 8.  W. 

Sborterville J.  B  Mills J  W. 

Clanton J.  M.  Biantield W.  M. 

.o^    T.t«r.io  fJ.  0.  Bail»*y W.  M. 

426    Temple |p  ^   8<»«well* 8.  W. 

428    Belgreen Jno.  H.  BlackledgeV//. //"/"/..  W.  M. 

Miio  Abercrombi« { Y  t  ^z::  [^z::::::::::!  w: 

Albertvillf W   K.  Peagin* W.  M. 

Hteers  Station  R.  T.  Moore S.  W. 

Andahwia Jno  W.  Cro-s 8.  W. 

Ware J.  T.  Adcock 8  W. 

Winston  Star D.  8.  McOullt'rs W.  M. 

Vr.r*  T>a-«-.  f  W-  ^-  Haralson* W.  M. 

Fort  Payne j  W.  T.  Fuller J.  W. 

Headland Drury  W.  Smith W.  M. 

Mount  Vernon J    A.  Ynndiver J.  W. 

Anniston W.  B.  Arbery W  M. 

Calera F.  H.  Hardy W.  M. 

Taylor Isaac  Hinson W.  M. 

AAQ    n^„iu„.„i,  fJa8.Paxon W.  M. 

448  Coalburgh [^^    ^^^^^ g  ^ 

449  Bankhead J  W.  LaPoy* W.  M. 

rChas.  H.  Mandy W.  M. 

450  Florida \  R  K.  Kmitb 8.  W. 

(r  P  Loveladv J.  W. 

451  8*ale E.  Ht-rndon  Glenn W.  M. 

453    Gibson D.  J.  Gib'»on W.  M. 

464    Lee J.  Coh'^ 8.  W. 

455    Beulah J   P.  Williams* W.  M. 

457    Harris J  W.  Howton W.  M. 

f  W.  J.  Pearce W.  M. 

460  King  Solomon \  M.  D.  Montague* 8.  W. 

lB*»n  M.  Jacobs J.  W. 

461  BenSimms W  A.  Braiford* W.  M. 

462  Corinthian J.  P.  Christian W.  M. 

463  Addison N.  L.  Powell W.  M. 

464  Hayleville A.  D.  Mitch**Il W.  M. 

465  Oakman Jas.  M.  Tubb* W.  M. 

467  Kennedy Geo  Collins W.  M. 

468  Bethany D.  W.  RoMnsou J   W. 

469  Enterprise Jas.  D.  Wilder W.  M. 

472  Baileyton Jw.  M   Heaton W.  M. 

473  Stanton G.  W.  Patrirk 8.  W. 

474  Blocton W.  L  Clark* W.  M. 

476    Deat«viUe A.  H.  Whetstone W.  M. 

476  Avondale T.  Y  Cnin W.  M. 

477  Renfroe D.  W.  Rog*»r9 W.  M. 

479  Rock  Springs G  W.  Newman W.  M. 

480  East  Luke I   C.  Brown W.  M. 

481  Locust  Fork Uriah  Tidwell* W.  M. 

482  Millport L.  C  Blakeney.' S.  W. 

483  Davis  Fraternal D.  N.  Davis 8.  W. 


^Proxies. 


10  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1894 

No.    486  Monroe W.J.  McCants W.  M. 

486  Cedar  Bluff. W.  A.  Barker W.  M. 

AMI  f  «w-»,^-.  I  F.  W.  Coston W.  M. 

488  LnTeme |  ^  ^  bricken» 8.  W. 

489  Burnt  Corn F.  8.  Dailey W.  M. 

490  Maytam J.  H.  Canuaot J.  W. 

491  New  D  catur Wm.  E.  Skegngs* W.  M. 

492  Wylaii' Jno.  M.  B^rge W.M. 

493  Asbford R  »bert  R    Acla.i  s W.M. 

494  Carbon  Hill Jas.  T.  Kimbrouub W.  M. 

495  Mt.  Pineon E.  M  Chiwi  en* W.  M. 

496  Bremen E   Rasmus  Tucker W.  M. 

497  Hunny  South J   D.  Carmicbae> J.  W. 

498  Bay  Minette David  C  Byrne W.  M. 

500  LoKan T.  T.  Dickf^nsou W.  M, 

501  Deln<ar Geo.  D  Wilson 8.  W. 

503  Sheffield W.J.  Withempuon W.M. 

505  Teni  «8see  R  ver Jas.  R.  Crowe* W.  M. 

506  Irondale E.  M*nnering W.  M. 

607  Geo.  Morrow | g; ^: g?r«ford:;3;;::r;;l w: 

I  Jas.  M.  Ray b.  W 

510  Wllsonvill^  \  Wm.  Tiiiuey* W.M. 

(Jno.  Stinson* J.  W. 

511  Johns J.  C.Jones W.  M. 

512  Cunningham J.  C.  Waldrip W.M. 

«13  Morrow {  Jj  ^  ^^^^yi^H-ZZZ^.  Si 

515  James  D  Trus^ Asa  R.  Wyett W.M. 

516  Magnolia B.  F    Young J.  W. 

517  East  Bend D.  M.  Mny J.  W. 

518  Davis 8  P.  Smith W.M. 

519  Hew*tt J«»re Fountain W.  M. 

520  W.  F.  Aldricb W.  P.  Aldrich* W.  M. 

521  Gurley Jno.  W.  Graysm W.  M. 

625  wooduwn  Fraterna- I  rL^JS^SSS^rey v::::::;::::;!-  ^: 

528  Charlton j ^h" Sr^.i^^rZ:;!  w! 

fHenrv  A.  Ethridge W.  M. 

529  Browns  X  Roads \  Wm   O.  Ayers 8.  W. 

(Wm.  P.  Carney* J.W. 

530  Myles  J.  Greene Robert  H  Kerr W.M. 

532  Sulligent R  J.  Redden W.M. 

K^^  WKWfioM  /  B.  W.  Whitfield W.  M. 

533  Whitfield J  B  ^    Whitfield.  Jr W.  M. 

534  Bozeman B  W.  Baue:* W.  M. 

^oft  flr.r<n«wni  f W.  A  WiItou W.M. 

536  Spring  Hill |,p  ^   j^^» g  y^ 

537  Enon C  R  McNeilV.V.V.'*.*.!*.!.'.*.'.VV..*.7w.  m! 

540  Sfaright T.  W.  Stranghn W.  M. 

iLii  if«„„*  TT«i*^«  fChss  P.Davis. W.M. 

541  Mount  Union J  j„  ^  ^jj^^ g  ^ 

•Proxlt*. 
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The  M.-.  W.\  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample 
form  by  the  W.-.  M.*.  Grand  Master. 

Prayer  by  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual 
Address,  as  follows: 

GRAND  ^MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

In  accordance, with  immemorial  custom,  it  is  my  duty,  at  the  open- 
ing; of  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  communicate  to  you  an 
account  of  my  doings  as  Grand  Master,  with  such  suggestions  as 
may  be  thought  to  be  a  benefit  to  the  craft.  Since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  our  people  have  enjoyed  an  era  of  compara- 
tive prosperity,  and  while  many  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
have  beset  the  pathways  of  those  who  have  engaged  in  trade  and  in 
professional  life,  yet  the  great  masses  of  our  people  are  pojsibly  in 
a  better  condition  than  they  have  been  for  many  years.  The  most 
abundant  harvests  have  greeted|the  efforts  of  our  farmers. 

The  necessaries  of  life  have  been  produced  within  our  jurisdiction 
to  an  extent  never  before  known,  and  while  the  great  staple  product 
in  this  State  has  commanded  in  the  markets  of  the  world  a  price, 
nearly  if  not  more  than  the  cost  of  production,  yet  the  condition  of 
our  people,  as  compared  with  the  other  States  in  the  Union  and  the 
other  countries  of  the  world,  is  prosperous.  We  have  many  reasons 
to  return  our  heartfelt  thanks  and  gratitude  to  the  great  Ruler  of 
the  Universe;  and  our  own  Order  has  grown  and  prospered  in  spite 
of  all  adverse  circumstances .  Our  members  have  increased;  new 
Lodges  have  been  formed;  into  many  of  the  old  Lodges  a  genuine 
spirit  of  revival  has  been  infused.  Renewed  interest  has  been 
taken,  and  on  the  whole  the  Masonic  year  in  Alabama  has  been 
one  of  prosperity. 

One  thing  which  may  not  properly  have  a  place  in  this  address, 
and  which  yet  is  so  striking  that  I  cannot  forbear  making  mention 
of  it  as  illustrating  the  firm  foundation  of  our  Order,  and  the  love 
which  its  members  bear  to  it,  is  this:  During  the  past  two  years, 
possibly  the  fiercest  political  struggle  ever  known  in  this  State  has 
been  carried  on  amongst  our  people.  So  heated  has  this  struggle 
been,  and  so  high  have  men's  passions  run,  that  friendships  of  a  life 
time  have  been  broken  up.    The  relations  between  churches  and 
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pastors  have  been  destroyed,  and  churches  and  schools  and  even 
family  circles  have  been  broken  up  by  the  fierce  heat  of  political 
passion;  yet  through  it  all  no  note  of  discord  has  entered  any  Ma- 
sonic Lodge.  No  Masonic  Lodge  in  Alabama  has  been  affected  by 
this  fierce  struggle,  and  this  should  be  a  monument  to  the  Masonic 
Lodges  of  Alabama. 

They  have  met  in  the  times  of  the  greatest  trial  within  their 
Lodges  as  friends  and  as  brethren,  and  nothing  outside  the  doors  of 
the  Lodge  room  has  affected  this  beautiful  Masonic  feeling.  It  has 
created  within  my  breast  a  sentiment  of  added  reverence  and  love 
for  the  craft,  and  I  feel  sure  that  a  house  builded  on  so  firm  a  foun- 
dation, and  able  to  withstand  the  shocks  of  the  past  two  years,  will 
neyer  be  shaken.  In  the  past  year,  too,  we  have  been  greatly 
blessed  in  that  the  officers  and  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  have 
been  all  spared  to  meet  again  in  this  assembly.  The  destroying 
angel  has  passed  us  by  and  allowed  us  again  to  meet  together  to 
consult  and  advise  with  each  other  as  to  the  best  interests  of  Ma- 
sonry in  Alabama. 

DISPENSATIONS   FOR  NEW  LODGES. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  for  the  formation  of  the  following 
new  Lodges  during  the  past  Masonic  year: 

On  December  Gth,  1893,  to  Brother  W.  H.  Wilson  and  twenty 
others,  to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Milo,  to  be  known  as  Spring  Hill 
Lodge  No.  536. 

On  December  8th,  1893,  to  Brother  Charles  R.  McNeil  and  six 
others,  to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Hollinger,  to  be  known  as  Enon 
Lodge  No.  537. 

On  March  9th,  1894,  to  Brother  William  H.  Chappell  and  eight 
others,  to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Remlap,  to  be  known  as  Remlap 
Lodge  No.  538. 

On  April  5th,  1894,  to  Brother  Henry  D.  Moore  and  six  others,  to 
organize  a  Lodge  at  Wewoka,  to  be  known  as  Wewoka  Lodge  No. 
539. 

On  May  21st,  1894,  to  Brother  Travis  W.  Straughn  and  six  others, 
to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Searight,  to  be  known  as  Searight  Lodge 
No.  540. 

On  May  24th,  1894.  to  Brother  Alfred  J.  Miller  and  eight  others, 
to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Mount  Union,  to  be  known  as  Mount  Union 
Lodge  No.  541. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  although  in  many  particulars  the  year 
has    not  been    a    prosperous    one,     Masonry  has   prospered   in 
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spite  of  the  adverse  circumstances. and  althouj^h  I  state  the  formation 
of  new  Lodg^es  as  evidences  of  Masonic  prosperity  and  growth,  at 
the  same  time  it  may  be  well  to  consider  the  propriety  of  having 
fewer  Lodges  and  stronger  ones. 

As  an  instance,  I  have  had  two  applications  for  Dispensations  to 
allow  the  consolidation  uf  two  Lodges,  and  while  manifestly  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  grant  such  a  Dispensation  without  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  ancient  landmarks,  yet  it  evidences  the  fact  that  but 
one  Lodge  should  have  been  established  within  the  given  territory. 

What  the  remedy  may  be,  I  am  not  prepared  to  state,  but  submit 
the  matter  for  your  consideration. 

SPECIAL   DISPENSATIONS. 

A  very  large  number  of  requests  have  been  made  lo  me  during 
the  past  Masonic  year  for  Special  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees 
out  of  time.  In  nearly  every  instance  the  reason  urged  has  been  be- 
cause the  candidate  is  about  to  remove  out  of  the  Jurisdiction.  All 
these  requests  have  been  refused.  As  was  said  by  me  in  my  last 
annual  address,  "It  seems  to  me  that  unless  the  necessity  is  urgent, 
and  injury  will  result  to  the  Fraternity,  these  Dispensations 
should  never  be  granted .  Usually  these  requests  are  made  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  the  degrees  upon  a  candidate  who  is 
about  to  remove  from  the  jurisdiction,  either  temporarily  or  perma- 
nently; in  either  event  he  must  necessarily  go  into  the  foreign  juris- 
diction utterly  wanting  in  the  requisite  Masonic  attainments,  and 
instead  of  being  a  credit  to  the  Fraternity,  his  want  of  proficiency 
would  be  a  reproach  both  to  the  Lodge  which  conferred  the  degree, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  under  which  it  was  acting." 

Another  year's  experience  as  Grand  Master,  has  served  but  to 
confirm  the  opinion  then  expressed.  I  think  it  difficult  to  conceive 
a  case  in  which  more  of  good  than  evil  would  result  to  the  Frater- 
nity, from  suspending  these  most  salutary  provisions  of  our  consti- 
tution; ^^nd  while  the  power  must  ever  remain  in  the  Grand  Master, 
for  good  cause  shown,  to  suspend  these  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, I  desire  to  at  least  set  the  precedent  of  declining  to  suspend 
them,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  its  edict, 
to  pass  decisively  upon  this  matter. 

On  January  13th,  1894,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Chattahoochee 
Lodge  No.  192,  to  remove  their  Lodge  from  Berlin,  a  distance  of 
two  and  a  half  miles,  to  Riverview,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
stated  in  the  application  of  the  Lodge. 


h 


14  PROCfBBDINGS  OF  THE  [1894 

On  February  1st.  1894,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Solomon  Lodge 
No.  74,  to  elect  a  Junior  Warden  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
stated  in  the  application . 

On  February  12th,  1894,  I  granted  a  Special  Dispensation  to  Sam 
Dixon  Lodge  No.  216,  to  elect  a  Secretary,  for  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  stated  in  the  application. 

On  June  6th,  1894,  Dispensation  was  granted  Dothan  Lodge  No. 
460,  to  elect  all  its  officers  on  the  9th  of  June  for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  cause  shown  made  it  imperative  that  the  Dispensation  should 
be  issued. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1894,  I  granted  a  Dispensation  to 
Chester  I^odge  No.  363,  to  elect  all  of  its  officers  at  the  next  regular 
communication  of  the  Lodge,  the  Lodge  having  failed  to  elect  offi- 
cers at  the  regular  time. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1894,  I  granted  a  Special  Pispensation  to 
Mount  Pinson  Lodge  No.  495,  to  elect  all  officers,  neither  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Senior  or  Junior  Warden  having  been  present  at 
the  regular  meeting  in  June. 

On  July  25th,  1894,  I  granted  to  Davis  Lodge  No.  578  a  Special 
Dispensation  to  elect  a  Worshipful  Master  at  the  next  regular  com- 
munication. In  this  ca.se,  the  member  of  the  Lodge  who  was 
elected  was  ineligible  to  the  office,  and  while  I  am  aware  that  a  Dis- 
pensation should  not  be  granted  to  elect  a  Master  while  the  Senior 
or  Junior  Warden  remains,  yet  I  do  not  think  that  the  rule  was  ever 
intended  to  apply  to  a  case  of  this  sort;  hence  the  Dispensation  was 
granted . 

On  December  28th,  1893, 1  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Sodal 
I«odge  No.  63,  to  reorganize,  said  Lodge  having  paid  the  required 
dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  January  23rd,  1894.  I  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Winfield 
Lodge  No.  304,  to  continue  work  until  this  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  the  charter  of  said  Lodge  having  been  destroyed  by 
fire  on  December  26th,  1893.  I  recommend  that  a  new  charter  be 
issued  to  said  Lodge  free  of  cost. 

On*  January  9th,  1894,  I  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Carbon 
Hill  Lodge  No.  494,  to  continue  work  until  this  communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  the  charter  of  said  Lodge,  having  been  destroyed 
by  fire.  I  recommend  that  a  charter  be  issued  to  said  Lodge  free 
of  charge. 

On  January  18th,  1894,  I  granted  special  dispensation  to  Sipsey 
Lodge,  No.  350,  to  reorganize,  said  Lodge  having  paid  the  required 
dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
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On  May  14th,  1894,  I  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Ragan 
Lodge  No.  341,  to  continue  work  until  this  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  its  hall,  with  all  its  contents,  together  with  the  char- 
ter, having  been  destroyed  by  fire.  I  recommend  that  a  new  char- 
ter be  granted  said  Lodge  free  of  cost. 

On  August  10th,  1894, 1  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Madison 
Station  Lodge  329,  to  reorganize,  the  required  dues  having  been 
paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

On  November  21st,  1894, 1  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Wes- 
tern Star  Lodge  No.  222,  to  reorganize,  the  required|dues  having  been 
paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted 
free  of  charge,  and  that  the  property  of  said  Lodge  b«^  restored. 

On  September  18th,  1894,  Granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Cun- 
ningham Lodge  No.  512,  to  elect  a  W.  M.  and  S.  W..  said  officers 
having  moved  from  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

On  October  29th,  1894,  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Forest 
Home  Lodge  No.  270,  to  elect  a  Junior  Warden. 

On  November  17th,  1894,  granted  Special  Dispensation  to  Helion 
Lodge  No.  1,  to  elect  a  W.  M.,  the  vacancy  having  been  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  the  former  W.  M. 

GRAND   REPRESENTATIVES. 

On  January  20th,  1894,  I  appointed  Bro.  Jere  A.  Miller,  of  Wheel- 
ing, representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  near  to  Grand 
Lodge  of  West  Virginia,  and  in  due  time  received  his  letter  of  ac- 
ceptance. 

On  November,  22nd,  1894,  I  appointed  Bro.  Walter  Nutt,"  of  Ca- 
tan,  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  near  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec. 

CHARGES  AGAINST  WORSHIPFUL  MASTERS. 

• 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1894,  I  received  from  the  constitutional  num- 
ber of  members  of  Ashford  Lodge  No.  493,  a  letter  preferring 
charges  against  Bro.  W.  H.  Hayes,  Worshipful  Master  of  said 
Lodge,  charging  him  with  a  number  of  offenses  against  Masonic  law. 
I  addressed  the  following  communication  to  brothers  J.  W.  Foster, 
Worshipful  Master  of  Henry  Lodge  No.  91.  A.  J.  Armstrong,  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  Columbia  Lodge  No.  135,  and  Edward  F.  Tuttle, 
Worshipful  Master  of  Caledonia  Lodge  No.  193: 

"Dear  Sirs  and  Brethren:— Charges  have  been  preferred  by  five 
members  of  Ashford  Lodge  No.  493,  ddly  certified  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Lodge,  against  W.  H.  Hayes,  Worshipful  Master  of  said 
Lodge.    Now,  under  and  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
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section  25,  of  article  6  of  the  Constitution,  I  do  order  you  to  inves- 
tigate into  the  nature  of  the  charges  and  report  to  me  with  the 
earliest  possible  dispatch.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  Ash- 
ford  Lodge  and  to  the  Fraternity  that  if  charges  are  well  founded 
and  involve  a  serious  offense  against  Masonic  law,  that  the  Worship- 
ful Master  should  be  suspended.  If  the  charges  are  not  well  found- 
ed, and  do  uoticonstitute  a  Masonic  offense,  it  is  of  equal,  or  of 
greater  importance  that  the  member  implicated  should  be  declared 
by  you  innocent.  Let  the  high  estimation  in  which  you  are  held 
by  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  especially  your  own  Lodges,  incite 
you  to  diligence  in  the  matter. 

"Fraternally  yours, 

"Francis  L.  Pettus, 

"Grand  Master." 
The  brethren  mentioned  made  full  investigation  and  reported  to 
me,  completely  exonorating  Bro.  Hayes  from  all  the  charges  and 
specifications.  No  Masonic  offense  whatsoever  was  found  against 
Bro.  Hayes.  The  biethren  making  the  investieation  and  report  are 
entitled  to  receive  the  thanks  of  the  entire  Fraternity  for  the  very 
able,  careful  and  painstakmg  manner  in  which  they  investigated  the 
charges  and  reported  thereon. 

MASONIC  DISTRICT  CONFERENCES. 

While  it  has  been  impossible,  owing  to  my  other  engagements, 
to  attend  more  than  one  of  the  District  Conferences  held  during  the 
past  Masonic  year,  I  have  become  more  and  more  impressed  with 
their  importance  and  usefulness.  In  this  way  the  members  of  the 
different  Lodges  are  brought  into  closer  communion  with  each 
other;  the  purity  of  the  work  is  preserved,  and  the  good  of  Masonry 
advanced. 

Every  encouragement  possible  should  be  given  these  Conferences 
and  the  members  of  the  various  Lodges,  and  particularly  the  offi- 
cers, should  attend  whenever  it  is  practicable.  My  own  observa- 
tion in  visiting  the  various  Lodges  of  the  State,  has  been  that  there 
is  an  exact  ratio  between  proficiency  in  the  work  and  life  or  stagna- 
tion in  the  Lodge.  Good  officers  and  learned  in  the  work  make 
good  Lodges.  The  interest  keeps  up  and  the  Lodges  keep  on  the 
up  grade.  Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  on  the  importance  of 
entire  proficiency  in  the  work,  on  the  part  of  the  various  officers. 

THE  GRAND  MASTER'S  PRIVATE  SEAL. 

During  the  first  year  of  my  incumbency  of  the  office  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter, I  was  much  embarassed  at  receiving  communications  from  the 
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Grand  Masters  of  other  Jurisdictions,  and  being  unable  in  any  way 
to  authenticate  my  replies  thereto.  I  noticed  that  in'almost,  if  not 
all  of  the  other  Jurisdictions  with  which  I  had  correspondence,  the 
letters  of  their  Grand  Masters  were  authenticated  «with  a  private 
seal,  and  after  considering  the  matter,  I  instructed  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary to  have  made  a  seal  to  be  used  by  the  Grand  Master. 

This  is  something  of  an  innovation  in  this  Jurisdiction,  but  in  my 
opinion  it  is  a  most  proper  one.  Since  the  purchase  of  this  seal,  I 
have  used  it  on  all  documents  and  letters  emanating  from  the  Grand 
Master's  office.  This  seal  was  purchased,  I  need  not  say,  for  the 
use  of  myself  and  my  successors  in  office,  and  will  be  turned  over  to 
my  successor  when  he  is  elected  and  installed. 

GRAND  LODGE  TRUST  FUND. 

At'the*last 'Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  as  follows:  *'That  said  fund  remain  in  its  present  shape 
until  such  time  as  the  committee  hereinafter  provided  for  shall  see 
fit  to  otherwise  Invest  the  same.  That  the  said  committee  shall  be 
composed  of  most  Worshipful  Master,  Right  Worshipful  Deputy 
Grand  Master  and  Right  W^orshipful  Grand  Secretary,  who  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  invest  it  at  any  time  the  said  fund 
or  any  part  thereof  in  such  property  or  properties  as  in  their  judg- 
ment will  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Grand  Lodge." 

This  committee  has  made  no  change  in  the  investment  of  the  per- 
manent trust  fund  whatever,  for  the  reason  that  no  opportunity  has 
offered  of  purchasing  property  in  the  city  ol  Montgomery  suitable  for 
the  erection  of  a  Grand  Lodge  Building.  The  permanent  trust  fund  is 
increasing  from  year  to  year,  and  will  increase  more  rapidiy  as  the 
years  go  by,  and  I  would  recommend  that  some  such  commission 
as  the  one  provided  by  the  last  Grand  Lodge  be  continued,  in  order 
that  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge  authority  may  be  vested 
somewhere  to  act  for  the  Grand  Lodge. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  and  desire  that  by  the  time  our  present 
lease  expires,  we  may  be  able  to  build  and  equip  a  suitable  home 
for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 

VISIT  TO   SELMA   FRATERNAL   LODGE. 

On  the  7th  of  February  last,  on  the  invitation  of  Selma  Fmternal 
Lodge  No.  27,  Deputy  Grand  Master  Harrison,  Grand  Secretary 
Armstrong  and  myself,  together  with  Bro.  W.  \V.  McCulIom,  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Pillans, 
met  in  Selma  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  Master's  degree. 
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A  larg^e  concourse  of  Masons  from  Selma  and  the  adjoining  country 
were  present.  AH  of  them  apparently  earnest,  enthusiastic  Ma- 
sons. 

After  the  conferring  of  the  degree,  an  elegant  banquet  was  ten- 
dered to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  visiting 
brethren.  Very  much  interest  was  manifested  on  the  occasion  by 
all  of  those  present. 

DECISIONS. 

During  the  last  Masonic  Year,  I  have  decided  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  questions  on  Masonic  law.  The  majority  of  which,  however, 
have  been  very  many  times  passed  on  by  former  Grand  Masters  and 
by  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Some  of  the  decisions  present  questions  somewhat  novel,  but,  as 
a  rule,  the  law  as  to  all  of  them  has  been  settled  lor  many  years. 

(1)  A  member  of  New  market  Lodge  No.  52,  was  in  arrears  of 
dues  for  three  years.  At  a  meeting  in  October  he  was,  on  motion, 
declared  expelled,  and  the  Secretary  recorded  on  his  minutes  that 
he  was  expelled  for  non-payment  of  dues  and  unmasonic  conduct, — 
that  the  By-Laws  provide  that  the  non-payment  of  dues  shall  be 
unmasonic  conduct. 

Held.  (1)  The  non-payment  of  dues  is,  and  cannot  be  ol  itsell 
unmasonic  conduct,  and  no  mere  declaration  of  the  By  Laws  can 
alter  its  status  as  a  Masonic  offense.  The  punishment  for  the  non- 
payment of  dues  is  fixed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  cannot  be  altered 
by  a  subordinate  Lodge. 

(2)  Mere  arrears  of  dues,  without  the  action  of  the  Lodge,  by  its 
Master,  at  the  proper  time,  does  not  affect  a  Ma.son's  standing.  All 
action  of  the  Lodge  in  attempting  to  suspend  the  brother  at  a 
meeting  other  than  the  one  provided  by  the  Constitution  for  the  non- 
payment of  dues,  was  illegal,  irregular  and  void,  the  punishment 
for  non-payment  of  dues  being  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and 
being  a  suspension  which  may  be  terminated  at  any  time  by  the 
payment  of  the  amount  due.  A  member  suspended  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  has  the  constitutional  right  to  re-instate  himself  by 
paying  the  amount  due  from  him  to  the  Lodge.  The  attempted 
trial  and  expulsion  was  absolutely  void. 

In  this  case,  I  ordered  that  my  letter  be  read  in  the  Lodge,  and 
that  proper  steps  should  be  taken  to  expunge  the  minutes  of  the 
illegal  action  of  the  Lodge. 

(2^)  The  rule  with  reference  to  the  first  three  officers  of  the 
Lodge  not  being  allowed  to  dimit  has  no  application  to  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  Secretary  has  the  same  right  to  his  dimit 
as  any  other  member  under  similar  circumstances. 

(3)  At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Lodge  fQr  the  election  of  offi- 
cers, the  Master  declared  that  all  members  who  were  in  arrears  of 
dues  for  one  year,  were  suspended.  This  was  the  entire  proceed- 
ing with  reference  to  the  suspension  of  any  one.  Thereupon  an 
election  was  held,  and  the  members  who  were  elected  Junior  War- 
den, Junior  Deacon  and  Treasurer,  were' over  one  year  in  arrears. 

The  question  asked,  was   whether  or  not  the   Junior    Warden 
Junior  Deacon  and  Treasurer  should  be  retained  and  serve  as  offi- 
cers of  the  Lodge,  or  whether  they  should  be  treated  as  Masons 
suspended  for  the  non-payment  of  dues. 

The  Constitution,  Section  24,  Article  6,  declares  that  the  Master 
shall,  at  the  regular  Communication  preceding  the  festival  in  June, 
cause  the  Secretary  to  write  opposite  the  name  of  each  member  of 
his  Lodge,  suspended,  whose  dues  shall  remain  unpaid  for  two 
years.  The  list  of  the  members  in  arrears,  and  the  amount  due  by 
each,  should  be  read  by  the  Lodge,  and  as  each  name  was  reached, 
the  Master  should  have  suspended  him. 

Held.  That  the  officers  mentioned  were  never  constitutionally 
suspended  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  and  having  been  elected 
and  installed  as  officers,  they  should  serve  their  term  as  such. 

{S}i)  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Lodge;  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed and  reported  favorably,  but  at  the  time  the  report  was  made, 
the  candidate  was  dead. 

The  question  asked  was,  whether  or  not  a  ballot  should  be  held 
on  the  petition,  and  what  should  be  done  with  the  money  paid  in. 

Held.  That  a  ballot  in  such  a  case  would  be  mere  mockery,  and 
should  not  be  had,  and  the  money  paid  in  was  upon  the  theory  that 
the  applicant  would  be  elected  to  receive  the  degree.  The  money 
belonged  to  his  estate,  and  should  be  promptly  refunded. 

(4)  A  non-affiliating  Mason  cannot  be  buried  with  Masonic  hon- 
ors, nor  is  it  proper  that  Masonic  burial  ceremonies  should  be  per- 
formed over  the  grave  of  a  dead  Mason  after  his  interment. 

(5)  A  Mason  of  many  years  good  standing  in  his  Lodge,  in  a  fit 
of  mania,  committed  suicide,  being,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  good 
standing.  The  Master  declined  to  bury  him  with  Masonic  honors 
because  of  the  fact  that  he  had  died  by  his  own  hand.  A  request 
was  made  of  him  both  by  the  Lodge  and  by  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased, that  thie  error  of  the  Worshipful  Master  should,  in  some 
way,  be  corrected;  that  the  Masonic  services  should  be  held  over 
his  grave. 
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I  held  that  the  Worshipful  Master  has  fallen  into  a  grievous  error 
in  refusing;  to  accord  to  the  remains  of  the  dead  brother  an  honora- 
ble Masonic  interment,  but  that  in  the  nature  of  thinj^s,  the  Masonic 
services  could  not  be  performed  over  his  grave  after  his  burial,  but 
advised  that  a  special  session  of  the  Lodge  be  held  for  the  purpose, 
and  that  the  proper  memorial  services  should  be  held,  either  in  the 
Lodge  room  or  publicly,  which  I  have  since  been  informed  was  done. 

(6)  A  member  of  a  Lodge  cannot  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Worshipful  Master  to  the  Lodge.  His  appeal  must  be  directly 
to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

(7)  Charges  were  preferred  in  a  Lodge  against  a  brother,  and  a 
meeting  was  specially  summoned  for  the  purpose  of  trying  him,  and 
in  the  summons  the  name  of  the  defendant  appeared. 

The  question  was,  whether  or  not  it  was  proper  for  the  summons 
to  show  the  name  of  the  defendant. 

The  Constitution,  Article  7,  Rule -6,  is  as  follows:  "The  examina- 
tion of  the  charges  shall  be  in  a  Lodge  specially  notified  for  that 
purpose,*'  &c. 

The  summoning  of  a  Lodge  for  a  specific  purpose  would  seem  to 
carry  with  it  the  idea  of  informing  the  brethren  what  that  purpose 
was, — which  is  the  trial  of  the  party  against  whom  the  charges  were 
preferred.  In  my  opinion,  the  meeting  would  be  proper  and  legal, 
whether  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  trying  a  member  of  that  Lodge,  or 
whether  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  trying  a  member  of  any  I^dge. 

(8)  On  the  trial  of  the  accused,  he  plead  guilty,  and  the  question 
arose  as  to  whether  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  roll  of  the  members 
for  the  purpose  of  assessing  the  punishment. 

Held:  That  the  vote  of  the  Lodge  should  betaken  by  a  call  of 
roll  on  all  questions  as  to  guilt,  or  assessment  of  punishment. 

(9)  In  taking  a  vote  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused, 
none  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  except  the  accused 
and  those  related  to  him,  and  the  prosecutor  are  required  to  with- 
draw. The  other  members  of  the  Lodge  h?ve  the  right  to  remain 
and  vote. 

(10)  So  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  question  about  to  be  reported 
has  not  been  heretofore  passed  upon  in  any  published  report  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  question  arose  with  reference  to  the 
Lodges  in  and  around  Birmingham,  in  Jefferson  County.  Birming- 
ham and  Woodlawn  are  in  the  same  county,  but  each  is  a  separate 
municipality,  having  a  separate  municipal  government,  and  legally 
defined  boundaries.  A  citizen  of  Birmingham  applied  to  a  Lodge 
at  Woodlawn  for  membership.    The  question  was  whether  or  not 
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he  could  be  made  a  Mason  in  the  Lodg:e  at  Woodlawn  without  first 
applyin};  to  the  Lodges  in  Birmini^tiam  for  their  consent. 

Section  18,  of  Article  (j,  of  the  Constitution,  is  as  follows:  "When 
any  person  petitions  to  be  made  a  Mason  who  resides  in  any  other 
town  where  a  Lodge  is  holden,  or  nearer  any  regular  Lodge  than 
that  in  which  he  is  proposed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lodge  to  write  to  such  other  Lodge  to  know  if  they  have  ever 
refused  him  admission,  and  if  they  know  of  any  just  and  sufficient 
reason  why  he  should  not  bt:come  a  Mason;  and  without  such  in- 
quiry and  answer  thereto,  no  such  petition  must  be  acted  on.'* 

I  held  that  while  it  is  the  general  rule  that  the  Jurisdiction  of  one 
Lodge  extends  in  all  directions  one-half  of  the  distance  to  the  near- 
est Lodge,  that  in  my  opinion  that  this  rule  could  never  apply  where 
the  jurisdiction  exended  into  the  limits  of  another  city  or  town,  and 
I  held  that  the  Lodges  located  in  Birmingham  have  exclusive  Juris- 
diction of  all  persons  residing  wi  hin  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  that 
no  other  Lodge  has  a  right  to  conier  the  degrees  on  a  candidate 
without  first  asking  and  obtaining  the  permission  of  the  several  Bir- 
mingham Lodges. 

This  question  has  given  rise  to  much  dissension  among  the 
Lodges  about  Birmingham  in  Ictferson  County,  and  it  is  important 
that  it  should  be  settled  once  for  all;  so  that  the  Birmingham 
Lodges  and  the  Lodges  in  Jefferson  County  about  Birmingham,  may 
know  their  rights  in  the  premises. 

(11)  A  member  of  a  Lodge  was  regularly  tried  and  expelled  by 
his  Lodge  and  at  a  Communication  subsequently  regularly  called  for 
that  purpose,  he  was  restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry. 

The  question  was  what  status  did  such  mason  occupy?  And 
what  evidence  should  be  furnished  to  a  Lodge  to  whom  he  should 
afterwards  apply,  of  the  fact  that  he  was  in  good  standing  as  a 
Mason. 

Held:  That  a  Mason  so  situated  is  not  entitled  to  a  Dimit,  but 
has  the  right  to,  and  should  be  furnished  with  a  statement  ot  the 
facts  in  the  case,  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  further  fact 
that  at  a  certain  time  he  applied  for  and  was  restored  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  xMasonry;  that  such  certificate  would  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  a  Dimit. 

(12)  A  member  of  one  Lodge  committed  a  Masonic  offense  with- 
in the  Jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  and  charges  were  preferred  in 
the  Lodge  in  whose  Jurisdiction  the  offense  was  committed. 
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I  held  that  the  Worshipful  Master  has  fallen  into  a  (grievous  error 
in  refusinj):  to  accord  to  the  remains  of  the  dead  brother  an  honora- 
ble Masonic  interment,  but  that  in  the  nature  of  things,  the  Masonic 
services  could  not  be  performed  over  his  g^rave  after  his  burial,  but 
advised  that  a  special  session  of  the  Lodge  be  held  for  the  purpose, 
and  that  the  proper  memorial  services  should  be  held,  either  in  the 
Lodge  room  or  publicly,  which  I  have  since  been  informed  was  done. 

(6)  A  member  of  a  Lodge  cannot  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Worshipful  Master  to  the  Lodge.  His  appeal  must  be  directly 
to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

(7)  Charges  were  preferred  in  a  Lodge  against  a  brother,  and  a 
meeting  was  specially  summoned  for  the  purpose  of  trying  him,  and 
in  the  summons  the  name  of  the  defendant  appeared. 

The  question  was,  whether  or  not  it  was  proper  for  the  summons 
to  show  the  name  of  the  defendant. 

The  Constitution,  Article  7,  Rule-<),  is  as  follows:  "The  examina- 
tion of  the  charges  shall  be  in  a  Lodge  specially  notified  for  that 
purpose,"  &c. 

The  summoning  of  a  Lodge  for  a  specific  purpose  would  seem  to 
carry  with  it  the  idea  of  informing  the  brethren  what  that  purpose 
was, — which  is  the  trial  of  the  party  against  whom  the  charges  were 
preferred.  In  my  opinion,  the  meeting  would  be  proper  and  legal, 
whether  it  was  for  the  purpose  ol  trying  a  member  of  that  Lodge,  or 
whether  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  trying  a  member  of  any  Lodge. 

(8)  On  the  trial  of  the  accused,  he  plead  guilty,  and  the  question 
arose  as  to  whether  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  roll  of  the  members 
for  the  purpose  of  assessing  the  punishment. 

Held:  That  the  vote  of  the  Lodge  should  be  taken  by  a  call  of 
roll  on  all  questions  as  to  guilt,  or  assessment  of  punishment. 

00  In  taking  a  vote  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused, 
none  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  except  the  accused 
and  those  related  to  him,  and  the  prosecutor  are  required  to  with- 
draw. The  other  members  of  the  Lodge  h?ve  the  right  to  remain 
and  vote. 

(in)  So  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  question  about  to  be  reported 
has  not  been  heretofore  passed  upon  in  any  published  report  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  question  arose  with  reference  to  the 
Lodges  in  and  around  Birmingham,  in  Jefferson  County.  Birming- 
ham and  Woodlawn  are  in  the  same  county,  but  each  is  a  separate 
municipality,  having  a  separate  municipal  government,  and  legally 
defined  boundaries.  A  citizen  of  Birmingham  applied  to  a  Lodge 
at  Woodlawn  for  membership.    The  question  was  whether  or  not 
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he  could  be  made  a  Mason  in  the  Lodg:e  at  Woodlawn  without  first 
applyin};  to  the  Lodges  in  Birmingham  for  their  consent. 

Section  13,  of  Article  G,  of  the  Constitution,  is  as  follows:  "When 
any  person  petitions  to  be  made  a  Mason  who  resides  in  any  other 
town  where  a  Lodge  is  holden,  or  nearer  any  regular  Lodge  than 
that  in  which  he  is  proposed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lodge  to  write  to  such  other  Lodge  to  know  if  they  have  ever 
refused  him  admission,  and  if  they  know  of  any  just  and  sufficient 
reason  why  he  should  not  become  a  Mason;  and  without  such  in- 
quiry and  answer  thereto,  no  such  petition  must  be  acted  on." 

I  held  that  while  it  is  the  general  rule  that  the  Jurisdiction  of  one 
Lodge  extends  in  all  directions  one-half  of  the  distance  to  the  near- 
est Lodge,  that  in  my  opinion  that  this  rule  could  never  apply  where 
the  jurisdiction  exended  into  the  limits  of  another  city  or  town,  and 
I  held  that  the  Lodges  located  in  Birmingham  have  exclusive  Juris- 
diction of  all  persons  residing  wihin  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  that 
no  other  Lodge  has  a  right  to  confer  the  degrees  on  a  candidate 
without  first  asking  and  obtaining  the  permission  of  the  several  Bir- 
mingham Lodges. 

This  question  has  given  rise  to  much  dissension  among  the 
Lodges  about  Birmingham  in  Jefferson  County,  and  it  is  important 
that  it  should  be  settled  once  for  all;  so  that  the  Birmingham 
Lodges  and  the  Lodges  in  Jefferson  County  about  Birmingham,  may 
know  their  rights  in  the  premises. 

(11)  A  member  of  a  Lodge  was  regularly  tried  and  expelled  by 
his  Lodge  and  at  a  Communication  subsequently  regularly  called  for 
that  purpose,  he  was  restored  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry. 

The  question  was  what  status  did  such  mason  occupy?  And 
what  evidence  should  be  furnished  to  a  Lodge  to  whom  he  should 
afterwards  apply,  of  the  fact  that  he  was  in  good  standing  as  a 
Mason. 

Held:  That  a  Mason  so  situated  is  not  entitled  to  a  Dimit,  but 
has  the  right  to,  and  should  be  furnished  with  a  statement  ot  the 
facts  in  the  case,  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  further  fact 
that  at  a  certain  time  he  applied  for  and  was  restored  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry;  that  such  certificate  would  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  a  Dimit. 

(12)  A  member  of  one  Lodge  committed  a  Masonic  offense  with- 
in the  Jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  and  charges  were  preferred  in 
the  Lodge  in  whose  Jurisdiction  the pflense  was  committed. 
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The  question  was,  whether  the  Lodge  in  which  the  charges 
were  preferred,  had  the  right  to  try. 

Held:  That  both  Lodges  had  Jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  the 
charges  having  been  preferred  in  the  Lodge  in  whose  Jurisdiction 
the  offense  was  committed,  the  case  should  be  tried  in  that  Lodge. 

(18)  A  petition  for  initiation  was  presented  to  King  Solomon  Lodge 
and  was  regularly  referred  to  a  committee  and  reported.  At  the 
time  of  the  making  of  the  report,  the  petitioner  had  become  so  afflic- 
ted, by  no  fault  of  his  own,  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  him  to  receive 
the  degrees,  although  at  the  time  of  the  reception  of  the  petition  he 
was  entirely  a  fit  subject  to  take  the  degrees.  The  Lodge  desired 
by  a  vote  of  the  Lodge  to  allow  the  petition  to  be  withdrawn. 

I  held,  with  much  regret,  however,  that  the  petition  could  not  be 
withdrawn,  but  that  a  ballot  must  be  had  upon  it.  That  the  petition 
having  been  made  must  proceed  to  a  ballot.  The  ruling  was  one 
which  involved  a  hardship,  and  \i  hile  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
override  the  uniform  current  of  decision  of  this  subject,  I  think  it 
would  be  well  if  some  provision  could  be  made  for  exceptions  in 
cases  of  this  sort. 

(14)  A  widow  is  entitled  to  widow's  certificate  immediately  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  and  while  her  re-marriage  dissolves  her 
relations  to  the  Fraternity,  there  is  no  impropriety  injgiving  her  the 
certificate  if  she  desires  it. 

(15)  Ai\  attempt  to  procure  an  abortion  is  an  offense  against  the 
State,  and  hence  is  a  Masonic  offense. 

(10)  Charges  were  regularly  preferred  against  a  member  of  a 
Lodge,  and  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge  was  regularly  called  for  a  trial 
of  the  charges.  At  the  time  of  the  meeting,  no  quorum  appeared. 
Another  day  was  set  down  for  the  trial,  at  which  time  there  was 
present  a  quorum.  At  the  second  trial  the  original  charges  were 
lost  or  mislaid,  but  the  defendent  offered  to  go  to  trial  on  the  copy 
of  the  charges  furnished  to  him.  The  Worshipful  Master  held  that 
the  copy  could  not  be  used,  and  declared  the  charges  dismissed. 

I  held  that  it  made  no  difference  whether  the  copy  of  the  charges 
had  the  seal  of  the  Lodge  attached  or  not,  as  it  was  a  true  copy, 
and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  good  as  the  original.  The  Wor- 
shipful Master  had  no  right  to  order  them  dismissed  except  by  a  vote 
of  the  Lodge.  That  it  was  unjust  both  to  the  defendant  and  to  the 
Lodge  not  to  have  the  charges  investigated. 

I  ordered  that  the  part  of  the  minutes  relating  to  the  dismissal  of 
the  charges  should  be  expunged,  and  the  trial  regularly  had  upon 
the  copy. 
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(17)  At  a  regular  annual  meeting  of  Mount  Pinson  Lodge  No.  495, 
neither  the  Worshipful  Master,  or  Senior  or  Junior  Warden  was  pres- 
sent.     The  Lodge  was  called  to  order  and  all  officers  were  elected. 

Held:  That  the  meeting  was  entirely  illegal;  that  no  officers  in 
fact  were  elected,  and  a  new  election  was  ordered  and.ia  Dispensa- 
tion granted  for  the  purpose. 

(18)  A  member  cannot  be  suspended  at  any  time  except  that 
fixed  by  the  Constitution  which  is  the  regular  meeting  preceeding 
the  24th  of  June;  of  each  year,  and  unless  the  delinquent  is  suspend- 
ed at  this  time,  he  cannot  be  subsequently  suspended  until  the  next 
annual  meeting,  and  the  fact  that  a  Lodge  failed  to  hold  a  meeting 
at  the  regular  time  does  not  affect  the  question. 

(19)  I  received  a  letter  in  which  it  was  stated  that  an 
appellant  for  affiliation  had  been  black-balled,  and  as  the  letter 
stated,  for  no  good  cause,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  members 
of  the  Lodge  were  of  opinion  that  they  knew  who  had  cast  the 
black  ball,  and  desirtd  to  know  whether  or  not  they  could  not  pro- 
ceed against  the  member. 

I  replied:  The  ballot  in  a  Masonic  Lodge  is  strictly  a  secret 
ballot.  No  member  has  a  right  to  inquire  or  be  informed  how 
any  other  member  has  voted  on  any  application  for  initiation  or 
aflfiliation;  in  tact  it  is  not  proper  for  a  member  himtelf  casting  a 
black  ball  to  state  in  open  Lodge  that  he  has  done  so,  or  his  reasons 
for  so  doing.  No  man,  however  pure,  or  good,  or  desirable  as  a 
member,  has  a  right  to  become  a  member  of  a  Masonic  Lodge 
without  the  unanimous  consent  of  every  member  present  when  his 
application  comes  up,  freely  expressed  by  the  secret  result  of  the 
ballot.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  your  Lodge  has  no  right  to  inquire 
who  cast  a  black  ball  and  why  it  was  cast 

This  letter  was  ordered  read  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Lodge. 

Many  other  decisions  were  rendered  during  the  year,  but  a  state- 
ment of  them  would  be  simply  a  repetition  of  what  has  been  stated 
above.  Most  of  these  decisions  were  furnished  to  the  chairman  of 
Committee  of  Masonic«Jurisprudence,  as  requested  by  a  resolution  of 
the  last  Grand  Lodge.  Some  were  not,  on  account  of  press  of  oth- 
er matters. 

LAYING  CORNER  STONE. 

On  the  23rd  of  November,  I  appointed  R.'.W.'.Bro.  H.  Clay  Arm- 
stiong,  my  special  deputy  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  a  monument 
to  be  erected  at  Union  Springs,  to  the  memory  of  the  Confederate 
dead,  by  the  Ladies's  Memorial  Association  of  Bullock  County. 
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The  Ceremonies,  as  I  am  informed,  were  duly  and  impressively 
performed  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  brethren  and  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  that  section. 

DELEGATES  TO  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  the  Delegates  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  the  duty  of  remaining  at  its  session  until  the  Grand  Commu- 
nication is  finally  closed.  He  is  sent  by  his  Lodge  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Lodge  which  sends  him  both  have 
the  right  to  confidently  expect  that  he  will  come  up  to  the  full  meas- 
ure of  his  duty  in  this  particular.  No  possible  good  can  be  accom- 
plish d  by  a  Delegate  coming  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  attending  merely 
for  a  day  and  leaving  for  his  home.  It  is  impossible  for  him  to  thus 
htly  represent  the  Lodge  which  sends  him,  and  as  was  said  by  my- 
self two  years  ago,  "If  a  Delegate  comes  and  attends  for  a  day,  and 
leaves  before  the  Communication  has  ended,  he  does  his  Lodge  an 
injustice.  He  cannot  properly  represent  his  Lodge.  His  Lodge  is 
left  unrepresented  during  a  major  part  of  the  proceedings,  and  if  he 
is  an  officer  and  is  situated  so  tliat  he  cannot  come  and  stay  through 
the  proceedings, .he  ought  to  send  a  proxy.  If,  instead  of  being  an 
olflcer  he  has  accepted  the  proxy  of  an  officer  of  the  Subordinate 
Lodge,  as  a  delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  is  acting  in  bad  faith  to 
the  officer  whose  proxy  he  holds,  in  not  attending  the  whole  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge." 

Neither  the  member  nor  his  Lodge  can  derive  any  benefit  from 
this  sort  of  an  attendance,  and  it  is  in  fact  a  squandering  of  the 
money  of  the  Lodge  which  sends  him  and  should  not  be  tolerated. 
I  call  upon  every  delegate  to  this  Grand  Lodge  to  remain  with  us 
during  the  entire  session.  Of  course  there  are  cases  in  which  other 
duties  imperatively  demand  our  attention,  and  in  all  such  cases  as 
this  the  member  will  be  cheerfully  excused. 

CONCLUSION. 

With  the  close  of  this  Grand  Communication,  my  official  relations 
with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  will  cease,  and  I  will  again  take 
my  place  upon  the  lloor  upon  a  level  with  all  of  my  brethren.  For 
many  years  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  I  have 
had  official  connection  with  the  Grand  Lodge  since  my  first  en- 
trance. I  have  been  honored  by  my  brethren  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
many  times,  and  1  feel,  far  beyond  my  deserts.  I  feel  that  to  be  elected 
to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  of  tne  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  by 
the  free  choice  of  my  brethren,  is  as  high  an  honor  as  can  be  con- 
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ferred  on  any  man  in  civil  or  Masonic  affairs.  This  great  honor  you 
have  twice  conferred  on  me,  and  now  when  the  time  has  come  to 
resign  into  your  hands  the  emblem  of  authority,  I  feel  that  it  is 
meet  and  fitting  that  I  should  return  to  you  my  heartfelt  thanks. 

The  duties  of  the  office  I  have  honestly  and  earnestly  endeavored 
faithfully  to  perform.  That  in  many  regards  I  have  fallen  short  of 
the  high  measure  of  duty  wliich  its  incumbency  entails,  I  am  but 
•too  painfully  aware;  but  I  can  truly  say  that  during  the  entire  time 
I  have  held  this  office,  I  have  been  actuated  solely  by  an  earnest 
desire  for  the  upbuilding  and  aggrandizement  of  our  beloved  Order; 
and  I  leave  it  more  dteply  than  ever  imbued  with  the  love  of 
Masonry,  and  a  firm  conviction  that  to  carry  out  and  live  up  to  the 
doctrines  of  Masonry,  will  make  a  man  everything  that  can  be  de- 
sired as  a  man  and  as  a  citizen. 

With  the  firm  and  steadfast  hope  and  conviction  that  Masonry  in 
Alabama  is  destined  to  increase,  to  prosper  and  flourish  as  long  as 
men's  souls  shall  be  imbued  with  the  desire  to  be  of  benefit  to  their 
fellow  men,  I  am  ready  to  resign  to  worthier  hands  the  insignia  of 
office  with  which  you  have  invested  me. 

Francis  L.  Pkttus, 
Grand  Master. 


ADDRESS    REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  E.  L.  Gatchell,  the  address  of  the 
M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  was  referred  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee of  three  Past   Grand  Masters,  as  follows. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans,  John  G.  Harris,  II.  Clay  Arm- 
strong. 

REPORT  ON    ADDRESS. 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  concurred  in  : 

To  the  M.\    W,\  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Alabama: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  leferred  the  Address  of  the  M.*. 
W.*.  Grand  Master,  beg  leave  to  report  that  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  they  join  with  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Masterin  his  congratulations 
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to  the  Craft  in  their  prosperity  amid  surrounding  dithculties  and 
growth  amidst  adversity,  and  also  most  do  we  rejoice  with  him 
that  the  membership  of  our  beloved  Order  have  suffered  no 
heated  political  or  religious  questions  to  mar  the  harmony  of 
their  fraternal  intercourse. 

We  recommend  the  reference  of  so  much  of  the  Address  as  per- 
tains to  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Lodges  to  the 
Committee  on  Dispensations.  * 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  consoldation  of  Lodges  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary. 

Also  all  the  decisions  reported  to  the  same  committee. 

We  recommend  the  approval  of  the  Dispensations  issued  by  him, 
and  particularly  in  his  refusal  to  allow  degrees  to  be  conferred 
out  of  time  when  no  emergency  whs  shown  to  exist. 

We  recommend  the  approval  of  his  appointment  of  representa- 
tives. We  also  recommend  that  the  Finance  Committee  author 
ize  an  appropriation  to  cover  the  cost  of  a  Grand  Master's  seal. 

We  recommend  that  the  Committee  to  Purchase  a  Site  for 
a  Home  for  this  Grand  Lodge  be  continued  with  the  same  powers 
and  constituted  as  before. 

We  earnestly  commend  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Grand  Lodge  his  earnest  words  addressed  to  the  del-' 
egates.  and  hope  that  they  may  have  fallen  upon  attentive  ears. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

P.  J.  PiLLANS, 

For  the  Committee. 
GRAND  OFFICERS  MAKE  REPORTS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  R.-.  W.-.  Wm.  II.  Dingley,  sub- 
mittted  his  Aunual  Keport,  which  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

(See  Exhibit  A,  Appendix.) 

The  Grand  Secretary,  R.-.  W.*.  II.  Clay  Armstrong, 
submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

(See  Exhibit  B,  Appendix.) 


188ft]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  27 

The  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master  then  annoanced   the  fol- 
lowing 

COMMITTEES: 

ON  DISPENSATIONS,  NO.  1. 

Lx)uLs  J.  Adler,  R.  H.  Tuck, 

M.  J.  Gilchrist,  W.  J.  Ruddick, 

D.  L.  G.    Wilson. 

ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

Mason  B.  Shelton,  Thomas  B.  Wallace, 

Jno.  E.  McGee,  Jno.  E.  Cameron, 

G.  S.  Tumipseed. 

ON  BY-LAWS. 

H.  A.  Shields,  James  D.  Truss, 

F.  J.  Norris,  James  N.  Walker, 

Oliver  G.  Bruner. 

ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Wm.  W.  Daffin,  *  Wm.  J.  Rhodes, 

T.  J.  Thomason,  P.  D.  Evans, 

J.  W.  Grayson. 

ON  FINANCE. 

Wm.  S.  Foster,  Benj.  F.  Pope, 

Fletcher  J.  Cowart. 

•  ON    LEAVE    OF    ABSENCE. 

C.  H.  Winston,  J.  Hahn, 

J.  O.  Bailey,  S.  A.  Tate, 

J.  W.  Davis. 

ON  SUSPENSIONS  EXPULSIONS  AND  APPEALS. 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory,  J.  Webb  Foster, 

£.  Hemdon  Glenn. 
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ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 


Henry  C.  Tompkins, 
S.  K.  McSpadden. 

T.  S.  Plowman. 


A.  D.  Sayte, 

B.  W.  Whitfield, 


ON  WORK. 


R.J.  Redden, 

R.  M.  Cunningham, 


A.  M.  Scott, 

B.  F.  Elmore, 


W.  W.  McCollum. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON    FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE. 

M.\  W.'.  Brother  P.  J.  Pillans,  chairman  of  Commit- 
tee ou  Foreign  Correspondence,  submitted  his  Annual 
lieport,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  (irand  Lodge. 

(See  Appendix.) 

The  R.*.  W.*.  Grand  Secretary  made  the  following 
Report,  which  was  received  and  ordered  printed  with 
the  Proceedings: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 
I  be^  leave  to  submit  the  follow  report: 

LODGE  return's. 

The  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session,  having  by  an  edict  changed 
the  time  of  the  payment  of  annual  dues,  and  making  said  dues  de- 
linquent after  the  15th  of  November  of  each  year,  and  with  a  view 
of  making  known  this  change  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  with  the  hope  of  securing  a  compliance 
with  the  said  edict,  I  issued  on  August  ist,  the  following  circular 
letter,  which  was  mailed  to  the  Secretary  ot  each  Lodge  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction: 

••Montgomery  Ala.,  August  1,  1894 

To  thf  Secretary: 

Mv  Dear  Brother: — I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing Edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  at  its  last  annual  session, 
and  urge  a  prompt  compliance  on  your  part  with  same,  as  you 
will  thereby  save  trouble  to  your  Lodge  and  greatly  facilitate  the 
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labor  in  this  office.  As  you  will  see,  the  Grand  Secretary  must 
close  up  his  accounts  by  November  15th  of  each  year,  and  all  Lodges 
that  fail  to  pay  dues  by  that  time,  iviil  bt  entered  deltnquent  for  that 
year,  I  therefore  trust  that  you  will  see  to  it,  that  the  dues  of 
your  Lodge  are  forwarded  to  this  office  before  the  16th  of  November 
of  each  year.    The  P2dict  is  as  follows: 

^Resolved,  That  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  working  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be,  and  are  hereby  required  to 
pay  their  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Secretary  on  or  before  the  15th 
day  of  November  of  each  year,  and  that  all  Lodges  failing  to  comply 
with  this  Resolution  shall  be  considered  as  being  delinquent  for  thojt 
yeat.*  Fraternally  yours, 

H.  Clay  Armstrong, 
Grand  Secretary." 

On  August  31st,  I  also  sent  to  the  various    Lodges  the  following: 

I  beg  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  Edict  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session:  ^^Ri'solved,  That  all  Subordinate 
Lodges  working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be. 
and  are  hereby  required,  to  pay  their  annual  dues  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of  November  of  each  year,  and 
that  all  Lodges  failing  to  comply  with  tiMS  Resolution,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  being  delinquent  for  that  year."  A  prompt  compliance 
on  your  part  with  the  above  requirements,  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  work  of  this  office,  and  will  impose  no  ■  additional  labor  upon 
you.  This  being  the  case,  I  am  sure  you  will  comply  promptly  and 
cheerfully. 

With  ver>  best  wishes,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

H.  Clay  Armstrong, 
Grand  Secretary. 

It  is  a  source  of  extreme  regret  to  me  to  have  to  report  that  not- 
withstanding my  earnest  endeavor  to  have  this  Edict  complied  with, 
that  but  228  out  of  the  375  Lodges,  made  reports  and  paid  dues 
prior  to  the  15th  of  November. 

In  obedience  to  the  Edict  above  mentioned,  I  beg  to  report  as 
delinquent  \\\^  following  Lodges: 
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DELINQUENT  NOV.  15.  1894. 
In  not  making  returns  or  paying  dues: 

Montgomery ^ No:    11 

LaFavette 26 

Hiram 42 

Gaston 44 

Harmony 46 

Halsey 68 

Crozier 78 

r  tister.  ••••••••  •«••  ••••«■•  •••..«• .  uu 

Henry 91 

Danville 95 

Loachapoka .  188 

Wiley 184 

Chambers 149 

Sumter 166 

Mt.  Hilliard 180 

Aberfoil 181 

Brundidge 184 

Tombigbee 190 

York 211 

SanU  Fe 226 

James  Penn 227 

Dawson  244 

Walnut  Grove 264 

Meridian 266 

Georgiana 286 

Fort  Deposit 291 

Jonesboro 316 

Warrenton 320 

Blue  Eye 882 

Ragan...^ 841 

Hamilton 844 

Rock  Mills 858 

Heaton 854 

Rutledge •  * 857 

Chandler.. 867 

Piedmont 868 

Ohatchee 880 

E.  H.  Cook 881 
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Vernon S8 

Weathers 3g 

Hillsboro 40 

Hieli  Shoals 41 

WUliams  burgh 41 

Mild  Abercrornbie 42 

Ware 43 

Ft.  Payne 43 

Mt.  Vernon 48 

Forney 44 

Bethlehem 44 

Calera 44 

Gibson 4B 

Sam  Thompson 46 

Hardy  Howie iS 

KiTig  Solomon 46 

Corinthian     46 

Day's  Gap 46 

Bethany 46 

Hoke's  Bluff 47 

Baileyton 47 

Deatsville 47 

Millport 46 

Round  Mountain 48 

Luverne 46 

Mt.  Pinson 4g 

Cald  a-ell 50 

Sheffield 66 

Tennessee  River 50 

Almond 62 

Windham 52 

For  not  making  returns: 

St.  Johns No.  6 

Shelby 14 

Fraternity 14 

Wilson  Williiims 85 

Sulligent  (U.  D,) 63 

SprinR  Hill  {U.  D.) 63 

For  not  paying  dues: 
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Royal  White  Heart 10 

Athens 16 

George  Washington 24 

New  Market 52 

Tuskegee 57 

Benton 59 

Eureka .  64 

Tohopeka 71 

Solomon  74 

Meridian  Sun 88 

Lozohatchee 97 

Good  Samaritan 104 

Shiloh 106 

Forest  Hill 110 

Notasulga 119 

Camp  Hill •    ....  120 

Coffeville 122 

Burleson  * 148 

Bladon  Springs 151 

Nixburg 154 

Maysville 158 

DeSotoville 178 

Brush  Creek 191 

Hopewell  ...         198 

Hillabee 197 

Kiligee 199 

Sylacauga 200 

LaPine 201 

Sam  Dixon     218 

Lineville 219 

Amand 250 

Rose  Hill 253 

Ervin  ...   257 

Frankfort 275 

Northern 278 

Gillespie 290 

Cluttsville 319 

Pleasant  Hill 321 

Holly  Grove 323 

Johnson 337 

ClearCreek 340 
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Barbour 869 

Town  Creek 861 

Houston 365 

Weog:ufka 378 

Hartselle 898 

Childersburgh 403 

Doric 406 

Pondtown 409 

Geo.  Smith 417 

Shorterville 422 

Steel  Station 432 

Winston  Star 436 

Headland 438 

Seale 461 

Dothan 466 

Renfro 477 

Cedar  Bluff 486 

Mahan 490 

Ashford 493 

Cleveland 499 

Irondale 606 

Cottonwood 614 

Woodlawn  Fraternal 625 

Hackleburgh 626 

MylesJ.Green 630 

Bozeman 634 

It  is  but  just  that  I  should  state  that  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  i. 
e.,  December  1st,  quite  a  number  of  the  Lodges  above  mentioned 
have  made  returns  and  paid  dues  since  the  15th  of  November.  Yet 
a  large  number  are  still  delinquent. 

There  is  no  just  cause  why  the  Lodges  should  not  comply  fully 
and  promptly  with  the  Edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  with  reference  to 
making  returns  and  paying  dues. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  again  calling  the  attention  of  the  Secreta- 
ries of  the  several  Subordinate  Lodges  to  the  time  by  which  re- 
turns must  be  made,  the  Edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  this  matter 
is  herewith  given:  *'That  returns  from  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
shall  be  made  up  to  the  16th  day  of  September  in   each  year,   and 

SAID  RETURNS  SHALL  BE  FORWARDED  TO    THE    GrAND  SECRETARY 
ON  OR  BEFORE  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  OCTOBER   FOLLOWING." 
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Surely  no  inconvenience  will  be  caused  the  Lodj^es  in  complying 
with  the  above  Edict  and  forwarding  their  dues  by  or  before  the 
15th  of  November  of  each  year. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  Secretaries  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
will  see  to  it  that  the  above  Edicts  are  strictly  and  faithfully  com- 
plied with.  Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  Clay  Armstrong, 
Grand  Secretary. 

RESIGNATION  OF  BRO.  B.  F.  ELMORE. 

The  M.-.  W.*.  Grand  Master  announced  that  Bro. 
Benj.  F.  Elmore  had  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Work,  and  that  Bro.  Wm.  W. 
Daffin  had  been  appointed  to  fill  the  said  vacancy. 

REPORT  ON  TUE  E.-.A.*. DEGREE. 

Bro.  Scott,  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  made  Report 
on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  which  Report  was  adopted. 

REPORT  ON  THE  F.-.C. DEGREE. 

Bro.  R.  J.  Redden,  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  made 
Report  on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  which  Report  was  adopted. 

After  prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment,  until  9  o'clock  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
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IN  GRAND  LOBSE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  5,  1894. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  9  o'clock. 

M.-.  W.*.  Deputy  Grand  Master  Geo.  P.  Harrison, 
presiding,  and  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  respective 
stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
Iain. 

The  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

FLORIDA  LODGE,  NO.  450. 

R.-.  W.-.  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Bro.  J.  A.  Bilbro,  of- 
fered Resolution,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

**Whereas,  On  the  15th  of  May,  1894»  the  Hall  of  Florida  Lodge, 
No.  450,  with  its  Charter,  Furniture  and  Regalia,  was  completely 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Therefore  be  it^  Resolved^  That  a  new  Charter  be  granted  to  them 
firee  of  charge.  Also  that  the  Grand  Lodge  Dues  be  remitted  to 
them  for  this  year.*' 

TO  AMEND  SEC.  14,  ART.  6,  OF  CONSTITUTION. 

Bro.  Jas.  T.  Burk  oftered  the  following  Resolution, 
which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance: 

''jResohed^  That  Sec.  14.  of  Art.  6,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  14.  The  fee  for  initiating  a  candidate  in  the  First  Degree 
pf  Masonry  shall  not  be  less  than  t^n  dollars;  for  the  Second  Degree, 
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four  dollars;  and  for  the  Third  Degree,  six  dollars.  Provided^  That 
any  Lodc:e  shall  be  authorized  to  confer  any  or  all  of  those  Degrees 
gratuitously  upon  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  who  are  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  exercise  of  their  ministerial  functions." 

TO  BUILD  A  MASONIC  HOME. 

Bro.  M.  B.  Shelton  offered  the  following  liesolution, 
which  was  made  a  Special  Order  for  3:30  p.  m.: 

''Resolved,  1.  That  the  words  "fifty  cents"  in  Sec.  21.  Art.  6,  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  changed  to  read,  "one  dollar," 
and  that  the  same  be  submitted  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  for  their  approval  or  rejection. 

Resolved^  2.  That  if  the  Amendment  is  adopted,  then  one-half  of 
all  the  money  collected  from  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  as  Grand 
Lodge  Dues,  shall  be  paid  to  Trustees  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Master,  who  under  a  proper  bond  shall  hold  or  invest  said  funds  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  a  Masonic  Home. 

Resolved,  8.  That  when  a  sum  of  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars has  accumulated  then  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  discretion,  may 
take  active  steps  in  obtaining  a  suitable  location  and  building  for  a 
Masonic  Home." 

DAYS  GAP  LODGE,  NO.  465. 

Bro.  Jas.  M.  Tubb  oftered  the  following  Resolution,  as 
to  Days  Gap  Lodge,  No.  465,  and  it  was  adopted: 

''Resolved^  That  the  name  of  Days  Gap  Lodge,  No.  465,  be,  and 
the  same  ishertby  changed  to  Oakman  Lodge,  No.  465.** 

Bro.  J.  Webb  Foster,  of  the  Oonimittee  on  Suspen- 
sions, Expulsions  and  Appeals,  asked  to  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  case  of  Wm.  II.  Maybin,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  connection  with  the  case  in  the  Subordi- 
nate Lodge.  The  request  was  granted,  and  the  M.*. 
W.-.  Grand  Master  appointed  Bro.  Pinckney  B.  Hick- 
man to  serve  in  said  case  instead  of  Bro.  Foster. 


/ 


1894]  GRAND  LODGE  OP  ALABAMA.  37 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPUL- 
SIONS AND  APPEALS. 

Bro.  II.  S.  D.  Mallory,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing Reports,  aud  they  were  severally  adopted: 

To  the  M,\  tV.',  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  reports: 

CASE  OF  SAM'l  R.  gotten. 

This  appeal  was  before  the  last  regular  Annual  Communication 
of  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge,  and  action  was  postponed  until  this 
Annual  Communication,  and  said  Subordinate  Lodge  was  ordered 
to  send  up  a  more  complete  transcript,  which  has  been  done. 

The  Appellant  was  tried  on  charge  of  un-Masonic  conduct:  the 
specification  setting  forth  that  an  attachment  was  levied  on  a  large 
stock  of  merchandise  as  the  property  of  Mary  W.  Cotten,  the  wife  of 
Appellant;  that  at  the  request  of  said  Appellant,  Bros.  Calvin 
Brown  and  R.  P.  Baker,  members  of  said  Lodge,  executed  with 
others  a  replevy  bond  for  said  merchandise  in  the  sum  of  |12.000; 
that  their  signatures  to  said  bond  were  procured  by  Appellant  under 
Masonic  assurance  and  promise  that  they  should  be  protected  from 
all  damage  and  loss,  that  to  secure  said  brethren,  Appellant  and  his 
wife  executed  a  mortgage  on  said  merchandise,  on  certain  other  per- 
sonal property  to  said  Brown  and  Baker,  and  the  other  sureties,  and 
therein  agreed  to  keep  said  property  insured  for  the  benefit  of  said 
sureties,  and  that  all  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  any  of  said  prop- 
erty should  be  paid  over  to  said  Baker;  that  on  the  trial  of  said 
attachment  suit  a  judgment  was  rendered  against  Mary  W.  Cotten 
for  |(),180  34,  condemning  said  goods  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
same;  that  said  Appellant  failed  to  protect  said  brethren,  who  be- 
came sureties;  that  he  failed  and  refused  to  turn  over  the  proceeds 
of  sales  of  said  goods,  and  bailed  to  keep  goods  insured  for  the 
benefit  of  said  sureties;  but  on  the  contrary  had  the  same  insured 
for  the  benefit  of  said  Mary  W.  Cotten;  that  a  part  of  said  goods 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  $2,000  insurance  collected  by  Appellant, 
who  refused  to  turn  the  same  over  as  agreed  to  be  done;  that  said 
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sureties  had  suffered  great  loss  and  damage,  and  bad  their  property 
levied  on  by  the  Sheriff  to  satisfy  said  bond. 

The  foregoing  is  a  statement  of  the  material  allegations  of  said 
specification,  so  far  as  necessary  to  be  set  forth  in  this  Report. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  taken  in  the 
case  establish  the  charge  and  shows  that  the  Appellant,  Sam'l  R. 
Gotten,  did,  as  a  brother  Master  Mason,  procure  brethren  Baker  and 
Brown  to  become  sureties  on  said  replevy  bDnd,  under  Masonic 
promise,  express  or  evidently  implied  and  understood,  to  protect  and 
save  them  from  harm;  that  he  and  his  wife  did,  at  the  same  time 
with  the  signing  of  said  bond  execute  the  said  mortgage  on  the 
merchandise,  household  and  kitchen  furniture  and  other  property; 
that  the  merchandise  at  its  inventoried  value  amounted  to  about 
|13,000;  that  said  S.  R.  Gotten  remained  in  the  possession  of  these 
goods  and  sold  all  of  them  except  what  was  destroyed  by  fire.  We 
are  unable  to  ascertain  from  the  evidence  the  amount  received  on 
sales,  but  the  insurance  collected  was  under  $2,000, though  the  policy 
was  for  |o,000.  The  said  B-iker  made  several  demands  on  said  Gotten 
to  turn  over  the  goods  to  him,  but  Gotten  declined  to  do  it,  and 
testifies  that  he  paid  over  to  the  sureties  all  he  received  from  sales 
of  goods,  except  what  was  paid  out  for  rents.  The  amount  he  paid 
to  the  sureties  wis  about  $2,500^  The  Appellant  does  not  satis- 
factorily account  for  the  fact  that  only  $2,500  and  enough  to  pay  ex- 
pense of  sales,  were  obtained  out  of  $13,000  worth  of  goods.  The 
evidence  further  shows  that  judgment  against  said  Mary  W .  Gotten 
was  obtained  by  the  attaching  creditor  tor  over  $9,000,  that  neither 
Appellant  nor  said  Mary  paid  the  judgment;  that  the  property  ot 
the  said  sureties  was  seized  by  the  Sheriff;  that  said  Appellant  re- 
fused to  turn  over  to  the  sureties  the  household  and  kitchen  furni- 
ture mortgaged  to  them,  but  turned  it  over  to  another  party  whom, 
as  he  says,  they  owed  a  debt.  The  evidence  further  shows  that  Ap- 
pellant and  his  wife  agreed  to  insure  said  goods  for  the  benefit  of 
said  sureties;  that  they  did  insure  but  had  the  insurance  taken  out  in 
the  name  of  the  wife,  and  when  loss  occurred  they  collected  the 
money;  the  Appellant  says  his  wife's  daughter  collected  it.  He 
does  not  explain  why  the  daughter  collected  it,  nor  in  what  right. 
If  the  daughter  collected  it  as  her  own,  then  Mrs.  Gotten  and  Ap- 
pellant must  have  transferred  the  policy  to  her,  and  the  fair  infer- 
ence from  such  a  transaction  under  the  circumstances,  is  that  it  was 
done  to  put  the  insurance  money  beyond  the  reach  of  said  sureties. 
The  Appellant  testifies  that  he  applied  to  said  R.  P.  Baker,  one  of 
the     sureties,    for    money     to    pay    the     insurance     premium, 
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and  that  said  Baker  refused  to  give  it  to  him,  saying  that  if 
he  and  his  wife  wanted  it  insured,  they  must  pay  for  it.  Appellant 
had  no  right  to  demand  that  said  Baker  furnish  him  with  the  money 
to  pay  the  premium,  as  he  and  his  wife  had  in  writing  agreed  to  keep 
said  property  insured  lor  the  protection  of  said  sureties,  and  good 
faith  and  honest  dealing  required  him  to  carry  out  this  agreement, 
and  to  apply  the  money  collected  from  the  insurance  policy  to  that 
end.  With  reference  to  that  part  of  the  specification  that  Sam'l  R. 
Gotten  refused  to  turn  over  the  goods  to  the  sureties  on  the 
replevy  bond,  we  are  of  opinion  the  evidence  does  not  support  it,  for 
the  reason  that  the  written  obligation  between  the  parties  contem- 
plated that  said  Gotten  should  sell  the  goods  and  turn  the  money 
over,  and  give  all  the  sureties  collectively  the  right  to  control  the 
goods.  Demand  for  possession  was  made  alone  by  said  Baker,  and 
Gotten  might  have  refused  to  turn  the  property  over  to  him  alone,  and 
as  to  the  allegation  that  he  failed  to  turn  over  the  money  received 
from  sales  ot  the  goods,  chough  many  circumstances  exist  which 
point  strongly  to  the  truth  of  this  allegation.  Yet  as  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  must  be  accorded  the  Defendant,  and  as  the  evidence 
does  not  show  how  much  was  so  obtained,  and  as  Gotten  positively 
testifies  that  he  did  turn  all  the  money  over  to  the  sureties,  we  are 
constrained  to  report  that  this  allegation  is  not  sustained.  But  the 
evidence  does  not  show  that  said  Gotten  aided  ane  abetted  in  the 
misdirection  of  the  insurance  money,  and  was  a  party  to  its  evidently 
fraudulent  conversion,  and  further  shows  that  he  and  his  wife  in 
violation  of  their  written  pledge  and  contract  sold  the  household 
and  kitchen  furniture  to  a  third  party,  and  thus  put  it  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  sureties;  that  said  sureties  were  greatly  damaged  by 
the  said  un-Masonic  conduct  of  the  Appellant.  We  therefore 
recommend  that  the  action  of  said  Lodge  be  sustained  and  affirmed, 
and  said  appeal  be  dismissed. 

CASE  OF  J.   W.    CLARDY. 

J.  W.  Glardy,  then  a  member  of  Yorkville  Lodge  No.  131,  was, 
on  June  1, 1894,  tried  by  his  Lodge,  on  charge  of  unmasonic  con- 
duct; convicted  and  mdefinitely  suspended.  It  does  not  appear 
from  the  record  of  the  case  that  said  defendant  Glardy  or  any  broth- 
er appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Lodge. 

It  does  appear  that  on  July  16,  1894,  one  Bro.  J.  W.  Wright,  a 
member  of  said  Lodge,  and  attorney  for  the  defendant  in  the  trial, 
gave  written  notice  to  the  prosecutor,  Bro.  J.  W.  Rickman,  that  he 
would  take  an  appeal.     Rule  14,  Section    1,  Article    7  of  the    Gon- 
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stitution  of  the  M.'.  W.'.  Giand  Lodge,  requires  all  appeals  to  be  in 
writing,  and  prescribes  the  form. 

Rule  16,  of  said  Section  1,  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Lod^e  to 
forward  the  appeal,  with  the  record  duly  certified. 

Rule  17,  of  said  Section  1  gives  the  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdiction  of 
the  case,  on  the  receipt  ot  the  appeal  and  evidence. 

Rule  18,  of  said  Section  1,  requires  ten  day's  notice,  in  writing,  of 
the  intended  appeal  to  be  given  to  the  prosecutor,  and  a  copy  of 
this  notice  shall  also  accompany  the  record.  So  far  as  appears  from 
the  record,  no  appeal  has  been  taken  in  this  case.  This  M.*.  W.*. 
Grand  Lodge  is  not  in  legal  possession  of  the  cause,  and  the  papers 
are  not  properly  here. 

We  recommend  that  this  M.*.  W.*.  Grand  Lodge  decline  to  receive 
or  consider  the  appeal,  but  without  prejudice  to  the  appellant  send- 
ing up  the  appeal  in  regular  and  constitutional  form  to  the  next 
Slated  Communication,  if  an  appeal  was,  in  fact,  lawfully  taken. 

CASE  OF  G.   W.   LODGE. 

This  case  was  before  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  at  its 
last  Annual  Communication  and  was  reversed,  and  a  new  trial 
granted  to  appellant,  because  of  error  in  admission  of  certain 
evidence  objected  to  at  the  time  by  the  appellant. 

The  report  of  this  Committee  will  be  found  on  pages  41  and  42  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  last  Annual 
Communication.  Since  then,  said  appellant  has  been  time  and 
again  found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  expulsion  passed  on  him. 

The  facts  are  so  fully  set  forth  in  our  said  former  report,  that  we 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  tbem  in  detail. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  specifications  set  forth,  that  said  Lodge 
had  been  guilty  of  perjury  on  his  trial  for  pension  fraud  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  sitting  in  Montgomery;  that  the 
evidence  showed  that  he  had  assisted  in  the  preparation  and 
prosecution  of  a  fraudulent  pension  claim,  and  to  that  end  procured 
two  negroes  to  make  affidavits  as  if  white  men,  that  they  were  com- 
rades of  said  claimant  and  to  depose  to  the  facts  deemed  necessary 
for  the  allowance  of  the  claim;  said  negroes  being  false  witnesses 
within  the  knowledge,  and  by  the  procurance  of  appellant;  that 
afterwards  appellant  was  mdicted,  as  stated,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  fraud.  And  on  said  trial  he  was  sworn  as 
a  witness  in  his  own  behalf,  and  testified  that  said  witnesses  were 
white   men,  when,    in   fact,   they  were  well  known   to  him  to  be 
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negroes;  that  said  evidence  was  material,  and,  by  means  of  his  false 
swearing,  said  Lodge  procured  his  acquittal  on  such  trial  in  the 
United  States  Court. 

Your  Committee  find  the  trial  to  have  been  regular  and  free  from 
error,  and  that  Ihe  evidence  fully  sustains  the  action  of  the  Subor- 
dinate  Lodge,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  action  of  said  Stan- 
ton Lodge  be,  in  all  respects,  affirmed,  and  said  appeal .  dis- 
missed. 

CASE  OP  JOHN   LODGE. 

The  appellant,  John  Lodge,  a  member  of  said  Stanton  Lodge  No. 
473,  was  tried  by  the  Lodge  July  3,  1894,  on  charges  preferred  by 
Brethren  Geo.  W.  Chambers  and  John  T.  Adams. 

The  specifications  set  forth — 

1st.  That  the  defendant,  in  the  month  of  August,  1893,  with  the 
intent  to  defraud  his  brother,  David  Lodge,  who  was  a  member  of 
said  Stanton  Lodge,  did  alter  and  change  his  books  in  which  were 
kept  an  account  of  his  work  with  the  said  David;  the  said  David's 
books  having  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

2d.  That  the  said  appellant  had  entered  suit  for  a  fraudulent 
claim  for  money,  against  said  David  Lodge,  after  agreeing  to  sub- 
mit the  same  to  arbitration  of  members  of  the  Lodge;  the  specifica- 
tion charging  him  with  the  intent  to  cheat  or  defraud  the  said 
David,  by  said  alleged  fraudulent  suit. 

These  specifications  are  defective  in  that  they  fail  to  sufficiently 
set  forth  the  circumstances  of  the  commission  of  the  offense. 

The  record  of  the  proceedings  sent  up  to  this  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  is  not  certified  by  the  Secretary  as  being  a  true 
record,  nor  is  the  copy  of  the  evidence,  taken  on  the  trial,  certified  as 
required. 

In  the  case  of  one  witness,  R.  B.  Adams,  his  original  affidavit  is 
attached  to  the  record,  instead  of  a  copy.  The  record  sets  out  the 
names  of  the  officers  and  other  members  of  the  Lodge  present  at 
the  trial,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  constituted  a  majority  of 
the  membership  of  the  Lodge.  From  the  statement  of  the  evidence 
in  the  transcript,  it  is  evident  that  in  large  part  it  is  not  a  copy  of 
the  testimony  as  given  in  by  the  witnesses,  but  a  memoranda  taken 
down  by  the  Secretary  or  some  one  else,  while  the  testimony  was 
being  given,  and  does  not  appear  to  have  been  subscribed  by  the 
witnesses.  As  to  the  evidence  of  the  defendant  himself,  the  state- 
ment appears  in  the  papers  sent  up  in  this  shape,  "Bro.  John  Lodge 

as  then  asked  to  make  his  statement.    It  was  scattering,  but  in 
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substance   about  this,"  and   then  proceeds  to   give,  very  briefly, 
what  the  Secretary  says  is  about  the  substance. 

The  papers  sent  up  are  not  in  a  regular  and  constitutional  form, 
and  even  if  there  was  no  other  error,  would  have  to  be  returned  to 
the  Subordinate  Lodge.  < 

Your  Committee  further  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  evi- 
dence appearing  in  the  record  does  noi  sustain  the  charges  against 
the  appellant.  With  reference  to  the  charge  that  the  books  of  ap- 
pellant had  been  fraudulently  changed,  the  evidence  entirely  fails 
to  show  fraud  or  evil  intent;  and  shows  no  more  than  that  the 
appellant's  books  did  not  in  every  respect  agree  with  David  Lodge's 
books.and  that  there  were  errors  and  mistakes  in  appellant's  books, 
sometimes  in  his  favor  and  sometimes  the  reverse.  The  only  evi- 
dence of  changes  in  the  book  of  appellant  was  that  of  the  witness, 
G.  W.  Patrick,  who  testified  as  follows:  *'I  noticed  in  the  books 
that  the  figures  had  been  rubbed  out  and  put  down  again.  In  one 
place,  I  noticed  a  difference  of  $14  00;  in  another,  a  difference  of 
$17.(H).  Don't  know  in  whose  favor."  The  record  immediately 
following  this  statement  of  the  witness,  Patrick,  has  this  entry:  '*At 
this  juncture  the  W.  M.  appointed  Bros.  Little  and  Butlerby  to  ex- 
amine the  books."  While  the  Committee  were  at  work.other  wit- 
nesses were  examined.  The  record  then  proceds,  as  follows:  **The 
Committee  reported  that  it  was  evident  the  books  had  been 
changed,  amounts  brought  forward  to  balance."  Whose  books  the 
Committee  examined,  what  was  the  character  of  the  changes  made, 
by  whom,  in  whose  favor  made,  are  not  stated. 

This  Committee  examination  was,  evidently,  exparte,  made  while 
the  defendant  was  on  trial,  and  occupied  with  his  defense,  in  the 
Lodge  room,  and  the  Lodee  accepted  as  evidence  against  him  a 
mere  report  so  made  on  an  exparte  examination,  instead  of  the  evi- 
dence of  the  examiners,  taken  in  due  and  constitutional  manner. 
The  facts  in  evidence  are  entirely  consistent  with  the  innocence  of 
the  defendant. 

**The  burden  of  proof  in  all  Masonic  trials  is  upon  the  Lodge. 
The  guilt  of  the  accused  is  not  to  be  presumed;  but  must  be  estab- 
lished by  competent  and  satisfactory  evidence,  before  a  conviction 
can  be  had."  Sec.  26  of  Edicts  and  Dec,  p.  ((8,  Masonic  Code  of 
Alabama,  1803. 

Under  this  salutary  rule,  the  evidence  fails  to  establish  charge 
number  one. 

As  to  specification  No.  2,  entering  fraudulent  suit  against  Mas- 
ter Mason  David  Lodge,  af^er  agreeing  to   leave  it  to  a  settlement 
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by  Master  Masons.  The  appellant  was  improperly  convicted  on 
this  charge,  because— 

First.  There  is  no  sufficient  evidence  that  he  made  any  fraud- 
ulent claim  against  David  Lodge. 

Second.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  ever  sued  David  Lodge  at 
all. 

The  only  testimony  that  David  Lodge  was  ever  sued,  is  his  pwn 
statement  in  these  words:  '*1  was  sued  for  $526.00."  By  whom  he 
was  sued,  for  what,  in  what  court,  nowhere  appears.  It  is  merely 
an  inference  that  he  was  sued  by  the  appellant.  This  witness  does 
not  state  what  amount  he  was  due  appellant,  and  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  required  to  state  what  was  the  true  account  between 
them,  nor  in  what  consisted  the  alleged  fraudulent  claim.  He 
virtually  admits  that  he  owed  appellant  something,  and  no  where 
makes  denial  of  appellant's  claim. 

Two  or  more  witnesses  testified  that  appellant  in  stating  the 
amount  due  to  him  by  David  Lodge,  on  one  occasion,  put  it  at 
$526.00,  at  another,  $220.00,  at  another,  |50.00,  but  he  is  not  charged 
with  making  erroneous  statements  to  these  witnesses.  The 
charge  is  entering  a  fraudulent  suit,  which  charge  is  wholly  un- 
sustained. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  charges  should  be 
again  investigated,  and  in  a  more  orderly  and  constitutional  manner; 
that  the  evidence  should  be  reduced  to  writing,  as  given  in  by  the 
witnesses;  that  the  facts  of  the  case  be  fully  brought  out  in  a  legal 
manner,  and  that  no  evidence  or  information  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, except  that  taken  in  due  course  of  Masonic  procedure. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Stanton  Lodge  ^No.  473  be 
reversed,  and  that  the  case  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial. 

CASE  OF   HINTON  £.  CARR. 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  matter  of  appeal  of 
Hinton  E.  Carr  from  the  action  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  36  in  con- 
victing him  of  gross  unmasonic  conduct  and  expelling  him  therefor. 
The  appellant  was  tried  by  said  Lodge  on  specifications — 
(1)  That  as  president  of  the  Tuscumbia  Banking  Company, 
which  failed  and  closed  its  doors  ]une  8th,  1893,  he  did  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  creditors  of  said  bank,  called  by  him  and  held  June  15, 
1893,  state  to  said  creditors  as  follows:  "I  want  it  understood  that, 
although  my  bank  has  failed,  it  (the  bank)  has  three  dollars  of  as- 
sets to  one  dollar  of  liabilities  and  not  one  of  you  shall  lose  a  cent,'* 
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which  statement  is  alleged  to  have  been  false,  and  that  said  appel- 
lant knew  it  to  be  false  when  uttered. 

(2)  That  on  or  about  June  15, 1893,  said  appellant  was  arrested  on 
charges  of  embezzlement  and  of  obtaining  money  under  false 
pretense,  etc.,  and  gave  bond  for  his  appearance  before  examining 
magistrate,  his  trial  being  set  for  June  25,  1893;  that  said  Carr  failed 
to  appear  for  trial,  his  whereabouts  became  unknown  to  his  bonds- 
men, to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  and  he  was  publicly  denounced 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice. 

The  accused  plead  not  guilty. 

On  first  specification  one  witness  only  was  examined,  Brother  Lewis 
Hall,  who  testified  that  he  was  present  at  said  creditors'  meeting  and 
that  the  language  used  by  the  appellant  was  that  he  had  money 
enough  to  pay  all  he  owed,  and  that  the  depositors  should  not  lose  any 
money,  and  that  he  had  money  enough  to  pay  all  the  bank    owed. 

He  further  stated  that  he  was  one  of  a  committee  who  examined 
the  books  of  the  broken  bank,  and  that  it  appeared  from  the  books 
that  the  debts  of  the  bank  amounted  to  about  $25,000  and  the  assets 
to  about  $10,000.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  financial  condition  of 
the  bank  of  his  own  knowledge,  nor  otherwise  than  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  books,  but  that  he  did  not  of  his  own  knowledge  know 
what  the  books  showed;  he  knew  at  the  time  of  the  examination  what 
the  entries  were,  but  the  figures  were  made  by  the  other  members 
of  the  Committee  and  he  saw  their  figures. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  and  report  that  the  evidence 
does  not  support  said  specified  charge  number  one. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  specification  the  appellant  is 
charged  with  saying  falsely  that  the  bank  had  three  dollars  of  as- 
sets to  one  dollar  of  liabilities.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  made 
such  a  statement.  The  evidence  is  that  he  said  he  had  money 
enough  to  pay  all  the  bank  owed. 

The  two  are  materially  different.  It  does  not  appear  whether  the 
bank  was  a  private  or  unincorporated  concern,  or  a  corporation,  or 
what  relation  appellant  sustained  to  it,  except  that  of  president  We 
know  by  common  observation  that  most  of  the  banks  are  incorpo- 
rated. 

It  will  be  further  observed  that  the  witness  has  no  knowledge  of 
the  condition  of  the  bank  at  the  time  the  statement  is  alleged  to  have 
been  made,  except  that  it  had  closed  its  doors  and  from  an  exam- 
ination of  its  books  as  one  of  the  Committee.  It  does  not  appear  that 
said  appellant  was  present  when  the  examination  was  made,  but  it 
does  appear  that  the  figures  or  calculations  were  made  by  the  other 
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members  of  the  committee  who  are  not  examined  as  witnesses. 
The  statement  of  the  witness  as  to  the  value  of  the  assets  of  the 
bank  was  evidently  merely  his  opinion,  and  the  statement  oi  appel- 
lant that  the  depositors  would  not  lose  anything  was  evidently 
merely  an  opinion. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  appellant  in  the  management  of 
the  bank  was  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  and  for  aught  that  ap- 
pears in  evidence  the  losses  may  have  been  such  as  occur  to  the 
best  conducted  institutions,  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  appellant's 
relations  to  the  bank  were  such  as  to  put  him  under  any  personal 
obligation  to  make  good  to  the  creditors  their  claims. 

For  all  that  appears  in  evidence,  the  appellant  may  have  stated 
truly  when  he  said  he  had  money  enough  to  pay  all  the  bank's  cred- 
itors. 

It  is  not  chaiged,  nor  does  it  appear,  that  said  appellant  gained 
or  sought  to  gain  any  advantage,  or  that  the  creditors  suffered  det- 
riment in  loss  by  reason  of  his  statemant  of  opinion  or  belief  that 
they  would  not  lose  anything. 

To  support  the  second  specification,  namely,  forfeiting  his  bond 
and  becoming  a  fugitive  from  justice,  two  witnesses  were  examined; 
said  Lewis  Hall  and  brother  Shelley  Grisham.  The  first  witness 
stated  that  he  did  not  know  anything  about  the^trial  on  the  warrant. 
He  does  not  say  whether  he  knew  anything  about  his  not  appear- 
ing at  the  trial,  but  says  his  whereabouts  were  unknown  to  him  and 
to  a  good  many  others  with  whom  he  conversed. 

The  witness,  Shelley  Grisham,  testified  that  he  issued  or  had  said 
warrant  issued  for  appellant  and  took  the  bond  for  his  appearance. 
He  testifies  further,  as  follows:  '*!  don't  think  he  appeared.  Af- 
ter this  he  went  away  from  here  and  I  got  a  telegram  that  he  was 
arrested  in  Iowa.  I  served  notice  on  his  securities  that  Carr  had 
forfeited  his  bond.  After  this  I  never  saw  Carr  until  August  19th, 
1894,  when  he  was  brought  here  and  put  in  jail."  The  gravamen  of 
the  charge  is  that  said  Carr  did  not  appear  at  the  trial  as  he  agreed 
to  do.  It  is  not  complained  of  him  that  he  allowed  his  bail  to  suf- 
fer, or  that  they  paid  anything  by  reason  of  his  not  appearing. 

The  evidence  does  not  sustain  the  charge. 

The  witness,  Lewis  Hall,  says  he  knew  nothing  of  the  trial,  does 
not  pretend  to  say  whether  he  did  or  did  not  appear. 

The  witness,  Shelley  Grisham,  merely  states  that  he  does  not 
think  he  appeared  at  the  trial;  does  not  say  whether  as  a  matter  oi 
fact  he  did  or  did  not  appear.  Neither  witness  states  the  cause  of 
his  absence  from  the  community. 
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From  the  evidence,  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  cannot 
determine  whether  appellant  did  or  did  not  appear  at  the  trial,  nor 
what  was  the  cause  of  his  absence  from  that  community.  For 
aught  the  evidence  shows,  it  may  be  true  that  he  did  appear, 
and  that  his  absence  from  the  State  was  legitimate.  The  evidence 
does  not  tend  to  show  on  what  charge  he  was  arrrested  in  Iowa 
and  returned  to  jail  in  Alabama.  We  can  merely  surmise,  but  sur- 
mises will  not  sufRce  to  sustain  such  a  grave  charge  against  a 
Master  Mason. 

The  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  a  charge  in  a  court  of  law. 
Shall  we  require  less? 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  more  full  examination  into  the  facts 
of  the  case  should  be  had  and  that  said  Lodge  have  the  opportunity 
to  procure  further  evidence  if  it  exists. 

We  recommend  that  the  appeal  be  sustained,  the  action  of  Wash- 
ington Lodge  No.  36  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  to  said 
Lodge  for  a  new  trial.  H.  S.  D.  Mallory, 

J.  W.  Foster. 

E.*.  A.*.  DEGREE. 

]}ro.  A.  M.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on  Work, 
made  Additional  Report  on  E.-.  A.*.  Degree,  and 
the  Report  was  adopted. 

M.'.  M.-.  DEGREE. 

Brother  R.  M.  Cunningham,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  Report  on  the  M.-,  M.-.  Degree,  and  the 
Report  was  adopted. 

Brother  P.  C.  Candidns  submitted  the  following 
query,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence: 

''Does  the  fact  of  a  person  being  engaged  in  the  bus- 
iness ot  selling  spirituous,  vinous  or  maltliguors  consti- 
tute good  cause  for  rejecting  his  application  for  the 
Degrees  of  Masonry?" 

After  Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.*.  and  Reverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment   until  2:30  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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IN  GRANB  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Afternoon,  December  5,  1894. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  2:30  o'clock,  M.-.  M.-.  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Geo.  P.  Harrison  presiding;  other  Grand  Officers  in  their 
respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND 

GRIEVANCES. 

Brother  Wm.  W.  Daffin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  Re- 
port, which  was  adopted: 

To  the  M,\    IV,'.   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  petitions  of  Maysville  Lodge  158,  and  Gurley  Lodge  No.  521, 
for  consolidation,  we  recommend  be  granted  and  said  consolidated 
Lodge  be  hereafter  known  as  Gurley  Lodge  No.  521,  at  Gurley,  Ala., 
and  authorized  to  work  under  the  present  Charter  of  said  Gurley 
Lodge  No.  521. 

We  further  recommend  that  all  property,  real  and  personal,  be- 
longing to  said  Lodc:es  become  the  property  of  said  consolidated 
Lodge.  Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  W.  Daffin, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Bro.  H.  A.  Shields,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws,  made  the  following  Report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted: 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

We,  your  Committee  on  By-Laws,  have  examined  the  following: 

Whitfield  No.  533 

Spring  Hill No.  536 

Enon No.  537 

Remlap No.  538 

Searight No.  540 

And  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

Whitfield,  No.  533.  In  Article  7,  Sec.  2,  after  the  word  "reside" 
strike  out  "six"  and  insert  twelve. 

Spring  Hill,  No.  536.  Amend  Article  1,  Section  1,  to  conform 
with  Grand  Lodge  Edict  of  1889,  Page  50,  Chapter  3,  No.  60  of  the 
Code. 

Article  1,  Sec.  3,  strike  out  the  word  "extra"  and  insert  "regu- 
lar." 

Art.  6,  Sec.  7.     Strikeout  all  of  this  section. 

Enon,  537.  Art.  0,  Sec.  1.  Strike  out  "adjournment**  alter  the 
word  "regular.** 

Art.  10,  Sec.  11.  Amend  so  as  to  conform  to  Edicts  of  Grand 
Lodge  for  1877  and  1878,  chapter  5,  page  57,  No.  1  of  the  Code. 

Art.  11,  Sec.  5.  Amend  to  conform  with  the  Edict  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  1880,  page  73,  chapter  7,  No.  3  of  the  Code. 

Remlap,  No.  5!^8.    No  changes  to  recommend. 

Searight,  No.  540.  Sec.  13;  amend  by  inserting  "two  years*'  in 
place  of  "one  year.'* 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  A.  Shields, 
f.  j.  norris. 
Jas.  N.  Walker, 
Jas.  D.  Truss, 

Committee. 

masonic  home. 

The  hour  of  3:30  having  arrived,  the  special  order  for 

the  consideration  of  a  Masonic   Home   was   taken    up, 
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discussed,  and  referred  to  the  Subordinate   Lodges   for 

their  approval  or  rejection,  as  provided  by  Article  8  of 

the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 

Bro.  M.  B.  Shelton  oftered  the  following  Resolutions, 

and  they  were  adopted;  and  the  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master 

appointed  Bro.  M.  B.  Shelton  to   prepare  said   address  : 

''Rtsolved,  1.  That  the  Grand  Master  of  the  M.-.W.*. Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  write  an  address  to  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  on  the  subject  of  a  'Masonic 
Home,'  and  furnish  a  copy  of  same  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Resohed^  2.  That  the  Grand  Secretary,  at  the  expense  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  have  five  hundred  copies  of  this  address  printed;  and  in 
submitting  this  change  of  the  Constitution  in  reference  to  Grand 
Lodge  daes,one  of  these  addresses  be  enclosed, requesting  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  Subordinate  Lodges  to  read  the  same  to  the  members  of 
his  Lodge  before  voting  on  the  proposed  change  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. Fraternally  submitted, 

M.  B.  Shelton, 
Florence  Lodge  No.  14." 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Jas.  M.  Brundidge,  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  with 
the  following  result  : 

GcoRaEPAUL  Harbison Grand  Master. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Deputy  Grand  Master. 

B  Dudley  Williams Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Russell  M.  Cunningham Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  Henry  Dingley Grand  Treasurer. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Grand  Secretary. 

Charles  Alexander  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

William  Carey  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

David  William  McIver {..Grand  Marshal. 

Henry  H.  Matthews Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

William  A.  Arnold Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Harry  A  Lowe Grand  Steward. 

J.  Kahn Grand  Steward. 

4 
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REPORT   ON   DISPENSATIONS   NO.    1. 

Bro.  Louis  J.  Adler,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations No.  1,  made  the  following  Report,  and  it  was 
adopted : 

To  the  M.\    W,\   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabanta: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1 ,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  books  and  Dispensations  of: 

Whitfield  Lodge  No.  533.  Enon  No.  537.  Remlap  No.  538.  Sea- 
right  No.  54.  after  giving  them  the  careful  consideration  that  the 
occasion  demanded,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

Whitfield  No.  533;  Galloway— 

The  minutes  of  this  Lodge  are  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and 
knowing  of  no  reason  to  the  contrary,  we  recommend  that  a  charter 
be  issued  to  it. 

Enon  No.  537;  Hollinger— 

The  minutes  of  this  Lodge  are  correct.  We  recommend  that  the 
Dispensation  be  continued  until  the  next  annual  session  of  the  M.*. 
W.  • .  Grand  Lodge. 

Remlap  No.  538;  Remlap — 

The  minutes  of  this  Lodge,  while  kept  in  an  elegant  and  business- 
like manner,  lack  the  approval  of  the  W.  M.  We  suggest  that  he 
approve  them  immediately  upon  receipt  of  them.  We  recommend 
that  the  Dispensation  be  continued  until  our  next  annual  session  of 
the  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Lodge. 

Searight  No.  540;  Searight— 

The  minutes  of  this  Lodge  are  correct.  We  recommend  that  the 
Dispensation  be  continued  until  the  next  session  of  the  M.  *.  W.'. 
Grand  Lodge. 

Wewoka  No.  539— 

The  minutes  are  correct,  and  we  recommend  that  the  Dispensa- 
tion be  continued  until  the  next  annual   session   of  the    M.*.    W.*. 

Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted 

Louis  J.  Adler, 

D.  L.  G.  Wilson, 

R.  H.  Tuck, 

Committee  No.  1. 
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DISPENSATIONS   NO.  2. 

Bro.  M.  B.  Shelton,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations No.  2,  made  the  following  Report,  and  it  was 
adopted : 

To  the  M,\    fV.\   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  we  have  examined  the  books  of  Sulligent  I^odge  No.  532,  and 
find  them  correct .  We  therefore  recommend  the  issuance  of  a 
charter  to  it. 

In  reference  to  Spring  Hill  Lodge  No.  536,  af^er  examination  of 
minutes,  we  recommend  that  the  Dispensation  be  continued  until 
the  next  session  of  the  M.'.  W.  *.  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

M.  B.  Shblton, 
Chairman  Committee  No.  2. 

REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 

Bro.  Wm.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Finance,  made  Report,  and  the  Report  was  adopted. 
(See  Appendix  C.) 

REPORT  OF  CO.MMITTEE  ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPUL- 
SIONS AND  APPEALS. 

Bro.  H.  S.  D.  Mallory,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals,  submitted  the 
following  Report,  which  was  concurred  in: 

CASE   OF    W.    H.    MAYBIN. 
To  the  Mr,    W,\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

m 

Your  Committee  on  Expulsions,  Suspensions  and  Appeals,  report 
as  follows,  on  the  above  stated  case . 

February  11,  1893,  W.  H.  Maybin  was  convicted  of  un-Masonic 
conduct.  The  Subordinate  Lodge  failed  to  inflict  punishment,  and 
an  appeal  by  the  Master  of  said  Lodge  to  this  M.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Lodge  at  its  last  Annual  Communication,  said  James  Penn  Lodge 
was  ordered  to  proceed  in  the  case  and  inflict  proper  punishment. 

January  13,  1894,  said  James  Penn  Lodge,  in  obedience  to  the 
mandate  of  this  M.*.  W/.  Qranc)  Lodge,  proceeded  in  the  matter  of 
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the  infliction  of  punishment  on  said  W.  H.  Maybin,  with 
the  result  that  he  was  expelled  from  the  Lodge.  From  this  action 
said  Maybin  took  his  appeal,  and  contends  that  the  punishment  in- 
flicted on  him  was  unduly  severe.  Your  Committee  have  carefully 
examined  all  the  proceedings  in  the  case  and  the  evi- 
dence on  the  trial,  and  the  Appellant  appeared  before 
them  by  Council,  and  James  Penn  Lodge  by  its  W.  Master. 

On  the  trial  of  the  cause  he  was  convicted  on  two  specifications : 
The  flrst  charging  him  with  unmasonic  conduct  in  saying  of  Bro. 
A.  M.  Scott,  a  Master  Mason,  that  he  was  an  imposter,  and  a  fraud, 
and  that  the  Masonic  lecture  of  said  Scott  was  an  imposition,  a  hum- 
bug and  fraud.  Said  Maybin  stoutly  denied  that  in  any  language 
he  used,  he  intended  to  denounce  Bro.  Scott  or  his  Masonic  lecture, 
as  charged,  but  your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  charge 
was  sustained  by  the  evidence. 

The  second  specification  on  which  he  was  found  guilty 
charged  him  with  fraudulently  converting  to  his  own  use  and  de- 
priving Bro.  A.  S.  Clark  of  one  bale  of  cotton.  If  this  case  was 
before  this  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Lodge  on  appeal  from  this  finding  of 
guilty,  your  Committee  would  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence 
does  not  sustain  this  specification.  But  the  appeal  is  only  from  the 
action  fixing  the  punishment,  and  we  have  investigated,  and  report 
on  the  evidence  and  findings  only  because  it  is  necessary  in  order 
to  render  a  just  judgment  on  the  action  of  James  Penn  Lodge  in 
inflicting  said  punishment  of  expulsion.  Your  Committee,  after 
full  consideration,  report  that  in  their  opinion  the  punishment  in- 
flicted was  unduly  severe,  and  we  recommend  that  said  action  of 
James  Penn  Lodge  be  reversed.  We  are  of  the  further  opinion  that 
it  would  be  unwise  and  hurtful  to  the  interests  of  Masonry,  particu- 
larly in  the  jurisdiction  of  said  James  Penn  Lodf;e,  to  remand  said 
case  for  further  action  by  that  Lodge,  and  that  thisM.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Lodge  proceed  to  inflict  adequate  punishment.  We  recommend 
that  said  W.  H.  Maybin  be  suspended  from  all  the  benefits  of 
Masonry  for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  to  commence  from  this 
date.  Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory, 
P.  N.  Hickman. 

After  prayer  by  the  R.*.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  M.-.  W*.-  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from 
labor  to  refreshment  until  7  o'clock  p.  m. 
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IN  GRAND  bODSE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  5,  1894. 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Francis  L. 
Pettus  presiding,  and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their 
respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  K.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

report  of  committee  on  masonic  jurisprudence. 

M.*.  W.-.  Bro.  H.  C.  Tompkins,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing Report,  which  was  adopted,  except  as  to  the 
disapproval  of  Ruling  14  of  the  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master, 
in  which  the  Grand  Lodge  refused  to  concur,  thereby 
sustaining  the  said  decision  of  the  M.*.  W.-.  Grand 
Master: 

To  the  M.'.    IV.  \    Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report: 

FIRST. 

In  one  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  rendered  in  1891,  it 
was  held  that  the  re-instatement  of  a  Mason  indefinitely  suspended 
restored  him  to  membership  as  well  as  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Masonry.  This  decision  was  approved  by  this  Committee  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  time,  but  evidently  without  proper  considera- 
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tion.  Subsequently,  it  was  reconsidered,  and  again  referred  to  this 
Committee.  The  eflfect  of  indefinite  suspension  like  that  of  expul- 
sion is  very  clearly,  in  this  Jurisdiction,  to  sever  the  relations  of  the 
convicted  Mason  with  his  Lodge  and  deprive  him  of  membership 
therein,  as  well  as  to  cut  him  of!  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Masonry.  He  may  be  restored  to  one  and  not  to  the  other.  That 
a  restoration  to  the  rights  aYid  privileges  of  Masonry  in  the  case  of 
one  suspended,  does  not,  of  itself,  restore  to  membership,  is  fully 
recognized  by  our  Constitution.  In  Rule  19,  of  Article  7,  it  is 
expressly  declared  that  even  a  reversal  on  appeal  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  shall  not  restore  the  suspended  Mason  to  membership,  but 
to  do  that  shall  require  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
Lodge  present  at  a  regular  Communication.  This  is  not  only  a 
clear  recognition  of  the  difference  between  a  restoration  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  and  a  restoration  to  membership 
in  a  Lodge,  but  it  is  a  declaration  of  the  principle  that  one  loses  his 
membership  in  a  Lodge  by  indefinite  suspension,  and  that  having 
once  lost  such  membership,  it  can  not  be  again  acquired  except  by 
unanimous  consent,  whereas  restoration  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Masonry  only  requires  a  two-third  vote. 

We  therefore  hold  that,  while  a  two-third  vote  may  restore  one  to 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  who  has  been  indefinitely  sus- 
pended, that  does  not  restore  the  person  to  Lodge  membership; 
that  to  do  that  requires  a  unanimous  vote.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
so  decided  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Proceedings  of  1869,  p.  83. 

Proceedings  of  1875.  p.  10. 

Proceedings  of  1877,  p.  51. 

Proceedings  of  1880,  p.  15. 

SECOND. 

Decisions  of  the  Grand  Master. 

We  have  examined  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  and  approve 
the  Rulings  numbered  1,  2,  3,  Syi,  5,  0,  7,  «,  9,  11,  12,  13,  15,  IG,  17, 
18  and  19.  We  also  approve  of  the  Ruling  numbered  4,  with  a 
qualification.  As  a  general  rule,  an  unaffiliated  Mason  is  not 
entitled  to  a  Masonic  burial,  but  an  edict  of  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
created  some  exceptions,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Code  of  1893, 
pp.  78-9. 

We  disapprove  of  the  Ruling  numbered  14.  We  do  not  think  it  is 
even  proper  for  one  who  has  been  a  Master  Mason's  widow,  but  who 
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has  married  again  to  be  given  a  widow's  certificate,  as  by  her  re- 
marriage she  has  lost  her  right  to  the  benefits  to  which  such  a  cer- 
tificate would  entitle  her.  We  do  not  think  she  should  be  furnished 
with  it.  (The  Grand  Lodge  refused  to  concur  in  this  opinion. — 
Grand  Secretary.) 

THIRD. 

We  are  asked  if  there  is  any  power  to  compel  those  who  have 
taken  the  first,  or  the  first  and  second  degrees  in  Masonry,  to  take 
the  other  degree  or  degrees.  There  is  no  such  power,  nor  do  we 
think  such  a  power  can  be  given  without  a  violation  of  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  Masonry,  which  is  a  purely  voluntary 
organization. 

FOURTH. 

We  are  also  asked  what  constitutes  a  legal  summons.  That  is 
answered  by  a  deci^on  ot  the  Grand  Master,  rendered  in  1880, 
and  approved  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  found  on  page  50  of  the 
Masonic  Code,  adopted  in  1893. 

FIFTH. 

The  question  presented  by  the  Ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  num- 
bered 10  involves  the  construction  of  certain  sections  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  as  a  construction  of  those  sections  is  involved  in  other 
questions  presented  for  our  decision,  we  have  deemed  it  expedient 
to  discuss  all  these  questions  together.  The  sections  referred  to  are 
Sections  11  and  13  of  Article  VI.  ot  the  Constitution.  Section  13 
provides  that  when  any  person  who  lives  in  another  town  where  a 
Lodge  is  holden,  or  nearer  other  regular  Lodge  than  that  in  which 
he  is  proposed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  write  to  such 
other  Lodge  to  know  if  they  have  ever  refused  him  admission,  and 
if  they  know  of  any  just  and  sufficient  reason  why  he  ought  not  to  be 
made  a  Mason.  The  section  further  provides,  that  without  such 
inquiry  and  an  answer  thereto,  the  petition  shall  not  be  acted  on. 
It  seems  clear  from  the  reading  of  this  section,  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  Lodge  in  a  town  does  not  extend  into  the  municipal  limits  of 
another  town,  although  the  actual  residence  of  the  applicant  may  be 
nearer  to  the  Lodge  to  which  he  presents  his  petition  than  it  is  to  a 
Lodge  holden  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town  in  which  he 
resides.  The  residence  referred  to  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  legal  res- 
idence of  the  applicant,  the  place  in  which  his  citizenship  exists.  It 
would  seem  from  this, then,that  the  Grand  Master  was  clearly  right  in 
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holding  that  one  who  resided  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City 
of  Birmingham,  applying  for  admission  to  a  Lodge  located  at  Wood- 
lawn,  was  within  the  prohibition  of  the  section.  It  will  be  further 
noticed,  that  the  thing  which  the  Lodge  to  whom  the  petition  is  pre- 
sented, is  required  to  do,  is  to  write  to  the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdic- 
tion the  petitioner  resides,  to  ascertain  from  that  Lodge  two  facts: 
First,  if  the  petitioner  has  ever  been  refused  admission  by  it;  sec- 
and,  if  they  know  of  any  just  and  sufficient  reason  why  he  ought  not 
to  be  made  a  Mason.  When  such  a  communication  is  received  by 
the  Lodge  to  which  it  is  addressed,  it  becomes  its  duty  as  speedily 
as  possible  to  respond,  answering  the  questions  asked.  If  thtf 
Lodge  to  whom  the  communication  is  addressed,  refuses  to  answer 
the  same,  it  is  violating  a  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  law,  and  can  be 
proceeded  against  therefor.  If  it  answers  the  communication,  and 
it  appears  from  that  answer  that  the  candidate  has  been  refused 
admission  to  that  Lodge,  then,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  11 
of  the  same  Article,  the  Lodge  to  which  the  petition  is  presented  is 
forbidden  to  proceed  with  the  initiation  until  it  obtains  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge  to  whom  the  applicant 
first  petitioned.  If  the  answer  does  not  disclose  that  the  petitioner 
has  applied  to  any  other  Lodge,  and  been  rejected,  then  the  Lodge 
which  he  petitions  can  proceed  at  once  to  act  upon  his  petition.  If 
it  is  disclosed  by  the  answer  that  there  are  reasons  why  the  peti- 
tioner should  not  be  made  a  Mason,  sufficient  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  Lodge  to  whom  the  petition  is  addressed,  then  the 
Lodge  to  which  he  has  filed  his  petition,  can  determine  the  suffi- 
ciency of  those  reasons,  and  they  do  so  by  ballot  just  as  they  would 
determine  if  the  reasons  had  been  made  known  by  any  other  means. 
The  consent  of  the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  resides 
is  not  required,  except  in  a  case  where  he  has  petitioned  that  Lodge 
and  been  rejected.  Making  the  inquiry  whether  the  Lodge  to  whom 
it  is  made,  knows  of  any  reason  why  the  petitioner  should  not  be 
made  a  Mason,  is  simply  for  information,  that  the  Lodge  in  which  he 
has  filed  his  application  may  obtain  information  to  act  intelligently 
upon  the  same.  It  in  no  way  affects  or  bears  upon  the  right  of  the 
Lodge  with  which  the  petition  is  filed  to  act  upon  the  same  as  here- 
inafter noticed.  The  last  clause  of  the  Constitution  prohibits  a 
Lodge  from  acting  on  a  petition  of  one  who  resides  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  another  Lodge  without  first  making  an  mquiry  and  obtaining 
an  answer  thereto.  This  language  is  plain.  The  duty  imposed  Is 
clear,  and  that  is  to  make  the  inquiry  and  to  refuse  to  act  upon  the 
petition  until  the  answer  thereto  is  received.    When  that  answer  Is 
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received,  as  stated  above,  the  Lodge  in  which  the  petition  is  filed 
may  proceed  to  act  on  the  same  without  the  consent  of  the  other 
Lodge,  unless  that  answer  discloses  the  fact  that  the  petitioner  had 
applied  to  the  other  Lodge  and  had  been  rejected.  It  follows  from 
the  reading  of  the  last  clause  above  mentioned,  that  it  is  illegal  for 
the  Lodge  in  which  the  petition  is  filed  to  act  on  the  petition  before 
the  answer  is  received.  If  the  Lodge  to  whom  the  communication 
is  addressed  fails  to  answer,  the  remedy  is  as  hereinabove  stated. 
It  is  their  duty  to  answer,  and  if  they  refuse  to  do  so  upon  proper 
application  to  the  Grand  Master,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  see  to  it 
that  they  did  discharge  their  duty  by  answering.  But  the  fact  that 
they  refused  to  answer  does  not  justify  the  Lodge  with  which  the 
petition  is  filed  in  acting  without  such  answer.  That  is  expressly 
prohibited.  If  it  does  act  without  such  answer,  then,  according  to 
the  well  settled  principles  of  Masonry,  as  declared  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion, the  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides  is  entitled  to 
the  fees  received  for  conferring  the  degrees.  Masonic  Code  of  1893, 
p.  46  §  49. 

SIXTH. 

We  are  asked  if  the  fact  that  a  man  is  engaged  in  the  business  of 
selling  spirituous,  vinous  or  malt  liquors  is  of  itself  a  ground  for  re- 
jecting the  applicant.  There  was  a  ruling  of  this  Grand  Body  in 
1855  to  that  effect,  but  in  1806  it  was  decided  that  as  the  business 
of  retailing  ardent  spirits  was  licensed  by  the  State,  that  it  was  not 
in  itself  inconsistent  with  Masonry  to  follow  such  a  business.  We 
do  not  think  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  im- 
posefany  other  qualifications  upon  the  candidate  for  degrees  than 
those  imposed  by  Section  7,  Article  VI,  ot  the  Constitution.  By 
that  section  a  man  is  required  to  be  a  man,  free-bom,  of  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  or  upwards,  of  good  reputation  and  of  suffi- 
cient natural  intellectual  endowment,  and  with  means  of  honest  sub- 
sistence and  free  from  certain  corporeal  deformity.  It  is  for  each 
member  of  a  Lodge  to  satisfy  his  conscience  as  to  whether  a  candi- 
date possesses  these  qualifications,  and  we  do  not  think  that  it  is 
within  the  power  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  without  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  to  say  that  the  faci  that  a  person  follows  a  certain 
occupation,  is  of  itself  conclusive  evidence  that  he  lacks  the  quali- 
fications of  a  good  reputation. 

All  of  which  is 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  C.  Tompkins, 

Chairman. 
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BROWN    PRINTING   COMPANY. 

Brother  II.  C.  Tompkins  offered   the  following    red- 
ohition,  which  on  motion  was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  account  of  the  Brown  Printing  Company  ag^ainst 
this  Grand  Lodf^e  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
such  Committee  is  hereby  instructed  to  report  upon  the  same  at 
this  Communication. 

SHILOH  LODGE  NO    46 1. 

The  M.*.  W.*.  Grand  Secretary  ottered  the  following, 
which  was  on  motion  adopted: 

**  Whereas^  From  an  inadvertence,  two  Lodf^es  have  been  chartered 
by  this  Grand  Lodg;e  under  the  name  of  Shiloh  Lodge,  one  No. 
105  and  one  No.  401,  therefore — 

kesohed^  That  the  name  of  Shiloh  Lodge  No.  401  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  changed  to  Ben  Sims  Lodge  No.  401 .  *' 

CHARTERS  RESTORED. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  ottered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  on  motion  was  adopted: 

*«  WJiereas^  The  Charters  of  Social  Lodge  No.  0,  Western  Star 
Lodge  No.  222,  Winfield  Lodge  No.  304,  Madison  Station  Lodge 
No.  329,  and  Sipsey  Lodge  No.  350  were  declared  forfeited  on  ac- 
count of  non-payment  of  dues,  and  whereas  the  said  Lodges  have 
paid  all  dues  required  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  therefore 

Resoh'ed^  That  the  Charters  of  said  Dodges  be  restored  free  of 
cost,  and  the  property  forfeited  to  the  Grand  Lodge  be  returned  to 
the  said  Lodges." 

CHARTERS  DESTROYED  BY  FIRE. 

Bro.  W.  S.  Foster  ottered  the  following  resolution  and 
it  was  adopted: 

^' Resoked^  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  issue  Char- 
ters to  all  Lodges  whose  Charters  have  heretofore  been  destroyed 
by  fire,  free  of  any  charge.*' 
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TO  AMEND  SEC.  I4  OF  ART.  6  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Bro.  Wm.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  011 
Finance,  reported  back  the  resolution  to  amend  8ec.  14 
of  Art.  6  of  the  Constitution  for  such  action  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  might  see  lit  to  take  in  the  matter,  and 
on  motion  of  Bro.  J.  T.  Burk,  duly  seconded,  the  ques- 
tion was  submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  more  than 
one-third  of  the  members  present  voting  in  the  aflirma- 
tive,  the  matter  was  submitted  to  the  subordinate 
Lodges  for  approval  or  rejection  as  provided  by  Arti- 
ticle  8  of  the  Constitution. 

TO    AMEND  SEC.    I  OF  ART.   3  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Bro.  Dan'l  Coleman  introduced  the  following  reso- 
lution to  amend  Sec.  1  of  Art.  3  of  the  Constitution;  and 
more  than  one-third  of  the  members  present  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  it  was  referred  to  the  subordinate 
Lodges  for  their  approval  or  rejection  as  provided  by 
Art.  8  of  the  Constitution: 

''Resolved,  That  Sec.  1  of  Art.  3  of  the  Constitution  ol  the  Grand 
Lodge  be  amended  so  as  to  read  'one  year*  instead  of  'two  years.' " 

PERMANENT    TRUST     FUND. 

Bro.  Henry  H.  Matthews  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, which  on  motion  was  adopted: 

Rtiolved,  That  the  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  Secretary  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appointed  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Permanent  TruHt  Fand,  whoi^han  have  fuU  power  and  author- 
ity to  invest,  at  any  time,  the  said  Funds,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  such 
property  or  properties  as,  in  their  judgment,  will  be  to  the  best  interest 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.'' 

INSTALLATION    OF    GRAND    OFFICERS. 

M.-.  W.-.  Francis  L.  Pettus,  Grand  Master,  duly  in- 
stalled the  Grand  Officers-Elect,  assisted  by  !{.•.  W.-. 
Brother  Dan'l  Coleman,  Acting  Grand  Marshal. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES  APPOINTED. 

The  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
Standing  Committees: 

On    FoKKKiN    CODRESJH)NI)ENCE. 

Palmer  J.  PiUans Belknap. 

On  Masonic  Juribpbudencb. 

Henry  C  Tompkins Montgomery. 

A.  D.  8ayr« Montgomery. 

K.  L    Peltu» Selma. 

Sam'l  K.  McSpadden Centre. 

Pinkney  B.  Hickman ., Elba. 

On  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals. 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory Selma. 

J  Webb  Foster Abbeville. 

Thos.  S.  Plowman Talladeg^a. 

On  Finance. 

\Vm.  S.  Foster Mobile. 

Benj.  F.  Pope Gadsden. 

Ben.  M.  Jacobs Birmingham. 

On  Permanent  Trust  Fund. 

Geo.  P.  Harrison Opelika. 

Jas.  A.  Bilbro Gadsden. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery. 

On  Work. 

Robert  J.  Redden Sulligent. 

Angus  M.  Scott Clopton. 

Russell  M.  Cunningham Ansley. 

\Vm.  W.  Daffin Grove  Hill. 

Wm.  W.  McCollum Brierfield. 

On  Transportation. 

W.  W.  Screws Montgomery. 

Abe  Isaac Montgomery. 

Geo.  F.  Moore Montgomery. 
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REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LEAVE    OF    ABSENCE 

Bro.  Chas.  H.  Winston,  from  Committee  on  Leave  of 
Absence,  made  the  following  Report,  which  was 
adopted : 

*'7V>  the  5f.',    W.'.  Grtuui  L(}*hj*'  of  AlabauHi: 

•*Your  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence  beg  leave  to  report  that, 

lor  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  leave  of  absence  has  been  granted 

to  the  following  brethren,  to-wit:    D.  W.  Rogers,  Renfro  Lodge  No. 

477;  Jno.  E.  Williams,  Williamsburgh  Lodge  No.  416;  F.  J.  Norris, 

Mount  Pleasant  Lodge  No.  226;  M.  B.   Cameron,   Hermon  Lodge 

No.  106;  I.  A.  Downey,  Birmingham  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  618:  S.  P. 

Smith,  Davis  Lodge  No.  518;  W.  F.  Fuller,  Fort  Payne  Lodge  No. 

437;  N.  W.  Ward,  Van  Buren  Lodge  No.  355;  J.  A.  Rice,  Valley 

Head  Lodge  No.  394. 

"Fraternally  submitted, 

•*Chas.  H.  Winston, 

"Chairman." 

TESTIMONIAL    TO    RETIRING    GRAND    MASTER. 

Bro.  Ilenry  11.  Matthews  oftered  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  adopted : 

^^Resohed,  That  a  Committee  of  Three,  to  consist  of  Past  Grand 
Masters,  be  appointed  by  the  M.'.  W.".  Grand  Master  to  procure  a 
suitable  testimonial,  to  be  presented  to  our  retiring  Grand  Master, 
Francis  Leigh  Pettus." 

The  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following 
Committee  to  procure  testimonial: 

Past  Grand  Masters  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  J.  G.  Harris  and  Palmer 
).  Pillans. 

THANKS    TO    RAILROADS. 

• 

On  motion  of  the  R.-.  W.'.  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  H. 
Clay  Armstrong,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were 
tendered  to  the  railroads  that  so  generously  transported 
the  members  of  this  Grand  Body  at  reduced  rates. 
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MINUTES    READ. 


[)8M 


There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Annual  Grand  CommunicatioD, 
the  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 


CLOSKD 


And  tlien,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain,  Bro. 
William  C.  Bledsoe,  the  Seventy-fourth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masuns  of  Alabama  and 
its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed  in  Ample  Form, 
and  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master's  Gavel  fell  at 
10.30  o'clock. 

n.  Clay  Armstrong, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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[EXHIBIT   "A."] 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Wm.  H.  Dinoley,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA, 
DR. 

To  baUnce 

Received  fjom  Grand  Secretary $3086  70 
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1350  65 

636  25 

165  00 

210  00 

215  40 

14  50 

3335  65 

429  28—$  9443  43 


CR. 

By  Brown  Printing  Co.  for  Code 

GlQck  &,  Black  G.*.  M.-.  Testimonial.... 

Com.  on  Correspondence 

Grand  Chaplain 

Grand  Master 

CooQ.  on  Satipeasionsand  Appeals 

Com.  on  Work  A.  M.  Scott 

R,  J.  Redden 

R.  M.  Cunningham. .. . 

W.  M.  McCuUom 

Rent  of  Hall  and  Offices 

Graiid  Treasurer 


$  9934  03 


tt 


tt 


II 
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tt 


It 


476  60 
100  00 
200  00 

25  00 
4  30 

50  00 
50  00 
34  40 

19  no 

26  50 
800  00 
150  00 


Grand  Tyler 75  65 

Grand  Secretary 1200  00 

Absistant  Graud  Secretary 800  00 

Contingent  Fund 750  00 

Grand  Lecturer,  J.  M.  Brundidge 225  00 

Trust  Fund 1665  00-$  6152  35 


Nov.  15. 


Balance  on  hand, 


$  3781  68 


$9934  03 
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[EXHIBIT  "B.'*] 

GRAND  SECKETARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


H.  0.  Armbtrono,  Grand  Secretary, 

InaaxmntwWi  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

To  General  Fund. 

DR. 

Iiodge  dues  oolleoted  for  1803 $  233  00 

Dues  collected  since  last  report 6070  50 

Collected  for  six  charters 210  00 

"         **    Grand  Lodi^Certiticates....        2i  00 

•'  '•  Widow        *•  26  60 

Paid  by  Jno  M.  Simpson,  acct  Somerville  Loige   157       16  60 

*•     •*   T.P.  DeWeeae       ••    Carrington    **        522       16  50 

Sale  of  Masonic  Library  to  Marshall"         209       20  00 

•'    "  Masonic  Ck)des 281  78 

Rec'd  for  Dispensation  Spring  Hill  Lodge   536|35  00 
"      "  "  Enon  *•       537    35  00 

*»      ••  **  Remlap  **      638   35  00 

"      "  *•  Wewoka  ••      539   35  00 

"      ••  "  Searight  "       540   35  00 

"      "  "  Mt  Union        *•      541   35  00 

$  210  00 

Becoiyed  du^  to  15  Noyember,  1894 333-'>  65—$  0443  48 

CR. 

1893. 
Dec.     8.  By  amount  paid  Gran'l  Treasurer $  3086  70 

1894. 

Jan.  12.    "        *•  "        *•  **         1350  (« 

Mch.  10.    "        "  "        **  "         636  25 

Jun.  3L     "        ••  "        "  •*         165  00 

Aug.  17.    "        *•  **        •'  "         210  00 

Nov.  15.    "        "  "        *'  "         419  28 

ti       ti      (1         t(  <t         »(  ti  ^  215  40 

••      *•      "        "  "        "  "  3335  65 

tt  II  (I  II  II  tl  l»  14     SQ 

"     "      •*        *»  *'        '*  "         10  00-19443  43 
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H.  Clat  Armstrong,  Grand  Secretary, 

In  aecmmt  ivUh  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1894.     To  Contingent  Fund. 

DR. 

Balance  on  hand $  145  02 

Amount  from  Grand  Treasurer 750  00— $8d5  02 

CR. 

By  Postasre,  Express,  Telegrams,  etc $  249  80 

Printing  and  stationery ^2  50 

Insnrancp 100  00 

Gas  Bills 29  05 

Se'-vant  Hire 28  25 

Fuel n  76 

P.  O  Box  Rent 8  00 

Sundries 112  78 

Balance  on  hand 12  89-$895  02 

H.  Clat  Armstrong, 

Grand  Secretary. 


[EXHIBIT  **C."] 

REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  M.  .  W.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Comujitte<)  on  Finance  b<*g  leave  to  report  that  they  baye  care- 
fully examined  the  b  >oks,  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  R.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Secretary,  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  and  the  R.'.  W.*.  Grand  Treasurer,  W.  H. 
Dingley.  and  also  the  Funds  of  ibis  Grand  Lodge  in  their  hands;  and 
from  said  examination,  your  Committee  find  that  the  R.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Secretary  has  received,  and  is  properly  chargeable  with  the  following 
amounts  as  ^'G'^neral  Fund,*'  to-wit: 

Grand  Lodge  dues  for  1893 $  233  00 

"  "  "      "     1894  to  Nov.  15,  1894 8406  15 

Amount  Received  for  Charters  (6) 210  00 

'*  '*    Grand  Lodge  Certificates 23  00 

»♦  *'  ••    Widows' Certificates 26  60 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  property,  Summerville  Lodge  157...      16  50 

•*  '*         Carrington  Lodge  522 16  50 

"  ••         Masonic  Lib'y  to  Marshall  L  209...      20  00 

'•  •*  Masonic  Codes 281  78 

Amount  received  for  Dispensations  (6) 210  00 

Making  total  of $8443  43 
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All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  Grand  Treasurer,  and 
for  which,  he  has  proper  youchers,  to-wit: 

1893,  Dec.    8.    Amount  paid  this  day $3080  70 

1894,  Jan.  12.  "  "        *•      "    1350  &«> 

**    Feb.  10.  *•  "        "      "    630  25 

'*  June  31.  "         *'        "      **   165  00 

"   Aug.  17.  ••  "        •*      **  210  00 

**  Noy.  15.  '*  **        '•      "   StKM  S3 

Making  total  of $W43  43 

The  R  \  W.*.  Grand  Secretary  has  received  and  is  prop- 
erly chargeable  with  the  following  amounts  as 
^'Contingent  Fund,*'  to-wit: 

Balance  on  hand  last  Annual  Communication $  145  02 

Amount  reoeived  from  Grand  Treasurer 750  00 

Making  total  of $  895  02 

Of  which  amount  he  is  entitled  to  the  following  cred- 
its, as  disbursements  from  said  Fund,  to-wit: 

For  Postage,  Express,  Telegrams,  etc $  249  80 

Printing  and  SUtionery 342  50 

Insurance 100  00 

Gas 29  05 

Fuel 11  75 

Seivant  hire 28  25 

Post  Office  box  rent 8  (K) 

Various  sundries  on  proper  vouchers 112  78 

Making  total  credits $  882  13 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  said  Fund $    12  89 

Your  Committee  further  find  that  the  R.'.  W.'.  Grand 
Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  our  last  Annual  Com- 
munication a  balance  of $  490  ro 

Since  that  time  be  has  received  from  Grand  Secretary.  9443  43 

Making  a  total  of $9934  03 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers (>152  35 

leaving  as  balance  on  hand  of $3781  68 

To  which  add  balance  of  Contingent  Fund  in  hands 

of  Grand  Secretary .$    12  89 

Estimated  dues  received  by  Grand  Secretary  since  Nov. 

15,  1894 1200  00 

Estimated  receipts  for  riiarters 140  00 

•*  •*  '    Dispensations 140  00 

"  •*  ••    Certificates 35  00 

"  *•        from  sale  of  Codes 100  00 

Making  total  of $5409  57 
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Of  this  amount  your  Committee  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations  to  defray  current  expenses, 
to- wit : 
For  salary  of  Grand  Secretary  (to  be  paid  in  monthly 

installments) $1500  00 

For  Assistant  Grand  Secretary 300  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  Treasurer  for  last  year 150  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  T^ler,  this  Communication 25  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  Chaplain 25  00 

For  salary  of  Grand  Lecturer,  to  be  paid  quarterly 300  00 

For  Chairman  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions 

and  Appeals 50  00 

For  Chairman  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  200  00 

For  rent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 

For  Contingent  Fund  of  Grand  Secretary 750  00 

For  expenses  Grand  Tyler,  this  Communication 18  90 

For  Brown  Printing  Co.,  balance  for  printing  Codes....  70  00 
For  Amount  due  Permanent  Trust  Fund  for  Charters, 

Dispensations  and  Codes 701  78 

Making  total  appropriations  (including  Trust 
Fund) .* $4890  68 

Leaving  balance  of $  518  89 

From  said  balance  of  $518.89,  deduct  amount  herein- 
after recommended  to  be  paid  for  assorting  prop- 
erty and  making  Masonic  Kecords,  etc $  350  00 

There  will  remain  a  balance  of $  168  89 

Out  of  which,  we  recommend  that  tbe  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  Committees  on  Work  and  Finance  at 
this  Annual  Communication  be  paid. 

Your  Committee  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  tbe  fact  that  there  is  in  the  Library  room,  attached  to  the  Grand 
Secretary's  office,  a  miscellaneous  and  unassorted  collection  of 
property,  consisting  of  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  and  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions,  together  with  the  records,  jewels  and  other 
property  sent  up  by  Subordinate  Lodges  which  have  forfeited  their 
charters.  This  accumulation  has  increased  from  year  to  year, 
since  the  organization  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Muchof  this  property  is  doubtless  of  great  value,  and  should, 
therefore,  be  properly  assorted,  arranged  and  cared  for. 

Your  Committee  therefore  fraternally  recommend  that  the  R,\ 
W.*.  Grand  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Dingley,  be  authorized  to  assort, 
classify  and  arrange  all  said  property,  books  and  records  belonging 
to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  also  to  make  from  the  records  a  Masonic 


70  APPENDIX. 

Record  or  Register  of  each  and  every  Mason  who  is  now  or  has  at 
any  time  heretofore  been  a  member  of  any  Subordinate  Lodge  now 
or  heretofore  working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  make  due  report  thereof  to  the  next  Annual  Communication; 
and  as  a  compensation  for  said  services,  the  Grand  Treasurer  be 
paid  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Your  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  Grand  Treasurer  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  keep  on  deposit  in  the  Bank  of 
Montgomery,  of  the  General  Fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  at  any  one  time,  for  the  payment, 
by  check,  of  appropriations  and  expenses  authorized  by  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

In  the  matter  of  Florida  Lodge,  No.  4o(),  whose  charter.  Lodge 
furniture,  &c.,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  your  Committee  recommends 
that  a  new  charter  issue  to  said  Lodge  free  of  charge,  but  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  dues  be  not  remitted. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

w.  S.  Foster, 
Benj.  F.  Pope, 

F.  J.  Co  WART, 

Committee. 

PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  Committee  have  also  examined  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Trustees  of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  and  find  that  at  the  date  of 

last  report  they  had  a  balance  of $1173  42 

Have  received  from  the  General  Fund 1(S65  00 

Have  collected  interest  on  Ala.  Bonds  for  this  year.  1028  00 

Making  a  total  of |3866  42 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  for  three  (8)  Alabama 

Bonds,  Class  ''A,"  registered,  $1000.00  each. .  .$:i(K)0  00 
For  Safety  Deposit  Box 6  00 

Making  a  total  of f.SOa'i  00 

Leaving  balance  on  hand $  8<>1  42 
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CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  Permanent  Trust  Fund  consists  of  the  following:  items,  to- 
wit : 

27  Alabama  Bonds,  Class  '*A"  registered,  of  the  denom- 
ination of  11,000.00  each $27,000  00 

2  Alabama  Coupon  Bonds  of  $100  00  each : 200  00 

Interest  due    January  1, 1895,  on  $27,200.00 644  00 

Cash  on  hand .     .        861  42 

Add  appropriations  for  Charters,  Dispensations  and  Codes      701  78 

Total  amount $29,307  20 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  S.  Foster, 
Bbnj.  F.  Popb, 
f.  j.  cowart, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  COMMIHEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

BY 

P.-.  G.-.  M.-.  PALMER  J.  PILLANS,  Chairman. 


To  the  M,\    W,\   G '.  M.\  Officers    and   Members    of    the    M,\     IV,\ 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  congratulates  this  Grand 
Lodge  that  so  many  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various  jurisdic- 
tions in  friendly  relation  with  this  should  have  been  received  by 
the  Committee.  The  following  list  will  show  that  all  of  thoje  of 
the  English  speaking  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent,  save  from 
Manitoba  and  Vermont,  together  with  those  from  South  Australia 
and  Cuba,  have  been  under  review .  The  absence  of  Vermont  is 
sincerely  regretted,  because  we  know  that  it  was  held  on  the  cen- 
tennial of  its  existence,  and  doubtless  much  of  great  interest  touch- 
ing the  troublous  period  of  Masonry  through  which  it  passed,  might 
have  been  learned  by  those  of  us  who  live  in  more  peaceful  and 
prosperous  Masonic  times.  • 

A  careful  perusal  of  this  report  will  demonstrate  that  the  Order 
is  prosperous,  notwithstanding  the  serious  financial  difficulties  which 
have  environed  our  people.  Harmony  prevails,  and  evidences  are 
abundant  of  a  growmg  spirit  of  well  directed  benevolence,  in  the 
establishment  of  Homes,  and  the  preliminary  steps  taken  having 
this  object  in  view. 

The  various  questions  which  have  agitated  the  Brotherhood,  and 
which  may  be  expected  to  continue  so  to  do,  have,  for  (he  present, 
been  laid  aside,  and  ''peace  reigns  in  Warspw." 

The  result  of  the  Masonic  Congress  demonstrates  that  we  need 
fear  nothing  from  a  full  and  calm  discussion  ot  the  usages  governing 
Masonry,  by  the  leading  minds  of  the  Order,  but  that  sucti  will  but 
show  its  conservatism,  and  the  strength  and  value  of  the  well 
known  and  long  established  usages  of  Masonry. 

We  would  especially  call  the  attention  of  our  Brethren  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Iowa,  to  which  was  intrusted  the  consid- 
eration of  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Home  within  that  juris- 
diction. We  do  this,  not  as  an  opponent  of  such  an  institution,  but 
that  you,  my  dear  Brethren,  may  be  induced  to  gather  full  informa- 
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tion  as  to  the  necessity  for  such,  and  take  care  that  sure  means  be 
ready  for  its  maintenance.  Iowa,  remember,  has  a  roll  of  sub- 
scribing members  of  25,000,  while  we  have  but  half  that  number. 
If,  upon  full  and  careful  consideration,  it  should  be  deemed  advisa- 
able  to  establish  one,  then  lay  the  foundation  first  for  a  proper  en- 
dowment fund,  and  its  success  will  be  assured.  Failure  un  a  Home 
capable  of  accommodating  a  part  only  of  the  needy,  would  be  worse 
than  the  delay  of  a  few  years  only,  To  guard  against  undue  haste, 
we  have  an  old  adage  that  *'Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day,''  and  the 
necessity  for  great  caution  in  all  great  undertakings  was  so  fully 
felt  in  the  olden,  as  well  as  in  these  hustling  times,  that  the  old 
Romans  had  also  their  adage,  *'festina  bente,"  or  make  haste  slow- 
ly. Let  us  improve  by  the  experience  of  others,  that  success  may 
crown  our  efforts. 


PROCEEDINGS  REVIEWED 


Arkansas 1893 

BriUsh  Columbia 1893 

California     1893 

Connecticut 1894 

Delaware 1893 

Florida 1894 

Idaho 1893 

Indiana 1894 

Iowa 1894 

Kentucky 1893 

Maine 1894 

Massachusetts 1893 

Minnesota 1894 

Mississippi 1893 

Nebraska 1894 

New  Brunswick 1893 

New  jersey 1894 

New  York 1894 

Nova  Scotia 1893 

Ohio 1893 

Oregon 1893 

Prince  Edward  Island...  1894 

Rhode  Island 1892 

South  Carolina 1893 

Tennessee 1894 

Utah 1894 

Washington 1893-94 

West  Virginia  1893 

Fifty-six  in  all. 


Arizona 

Canada 

Colorado 

Cuba • 

District  of  Columbia. . . . 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indian  Territory 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire 

New  Mexico 

North  Carolina..,. 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

South  Australia 

South  Dakota 

Texas , 

Vir^iinia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming  Territory 


•  •  •  • 


1893 

1893-94 

1893 

1894 

1893 

1893 

1893-94 

1894 

1894 

1894 

1893 

1894 

1894 

1693 
1893 
1894 
1893 
1894 
1894 
1893 
1893 
1894 
1894 
1894 
1893 
1893 
1894 
1893 
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ARIZONA — I2TH  Annual,  NovembeKi  1893. 

We  are  informed  by  Grand  Master  John  McD.  Ormsley  that  **The 
year  which  has  just  dosed  has  been  a  prosperous  one  Masonically, 
and  aithou)(h  financial  disturbances  have  caused  unrest  in  the  great 
monetary  centers  of  the  world,  yet  within  our  jurisdiction  peace  aod 
prosperity  prevail,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  healthy  increase 
in  our  membership  and  that  the  500  mark  has  been  reached  and 
passed,  as  will  be  seen  from  our  worthy  Grand  Secretary's 
report.  And  the  tabular  statement  shows  that  there  are  11  Lodges, 
membership  511,  and  a  gain  of  '^iS."  This  officer  also  tells  us  that 
the  reports  were  *'one  and  all  neatly  written  and  correctly  made 
out." 

The  Grand  Master  visited  man>  of  the  Lodges,  and  was  pleased 
at  the  uniformity  of  work  found. 

He  cautions  the  brethren  not  to  be  too  chary  in  the  use  of  the  black 
ball,  and  does  not  believe  in  ^'reforming  a  man  within  the  Lodge," 
but  thinks  it  better  to  *'let  him  mend  his  ways  outside." 

He  cautions  Lodges  to  look  well  to  the  qualifications  of  those 
selected  for  office. 

He  objects  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Ritual  by  any  other  than 
oral  means,  and  this  met  with  hearty  approval  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  subject  of  non-affiliates  troubles  him,  and  on  this  subject  he 
makes  some  valuable  and  pertinent  remarks.  Among  others  are 
these: 

**This  is  as  I  believe  the  law  should  be.  Men  enter  the  Order  of 
their  own  free  will  and  may  leave  it  as  freely.  But  I  know  of  no 
organization,  church  or  order,  where  a  special  privilege  is  granted 
and  a  special  invitation  given  to  its  members  to  be  placed  upon  the 
retired  list,  without  the  pale  of  responsibility  to  support  or  assist, 
but  still  within  the  Order  for  its  knowledge,  association,  and  the 
help  and  moral  support  it  brings.  If  a  brother  wishes  to  withdraw 
from  Masonry,  let  him  do  so.  Freely  may  he  come,  and  go  as 
freely  Hut  why  should  we  pass  laws  to  forbid  the  attendance  of 
non-affiliates  on  our  Lodge,  when  its  enforcement  is  an  embarrass- 
ment to  the  Brt- thren,  who  wish  him  to  attend  if  he  will  only  join 
them,  and  by  the  ties  of  acquaintance  and  business  relations  do  not 
wish  to  refuse  to  admit  him  to  the  room.  If  he  contemplates  a 
removal,  without  a  certain  home  for  a  time,  let  him  remain  within  his 
own  Lodge.  The  brotherhood  of  other  jurisdictions  will  be  all  the 
more  pleased  to  extend  to  one  the  courtesies  of  the  Fraternity  who 
still  is  a  living  member  and  a  support  to  that  he  wishes  to  remain 
afhliated  with." 

Grand  Lodge,  on  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  so  changed 
the  Constitution  as  to  make  it  read: 
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"It  is  the  duty  of  every  Master  Mason  to  be  a  member  of  some 
Lodge,  and  every  non-affiliated  Mason,  who,  having  resided  six 
months  within  this  jurisdiction,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  ap- 
piicai ion  for  membership  to  some  Lodge  therein,  shall  be  deemed 
unworthy  of  Masonic  consideration,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  nor 
be  the  recipient  of  any  of  the  rites,  privileges  or  charities  of  the 
Order." 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  abolishment  of  the  system 
of  Grand  Representatives,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  thought  differently. 

He  complains  of  the  non-attendance  of  members  on  meetings  of 
the  Lodge,  and  recon  mends  that  thtrse  be  made  more  interesting 
and  instructive,  and  thinks  that  an  occasional  banquet  might  be 
indulged  in  to  advantage,  but  deprecates  the  use  of  any  intoxicants 
on  such  occasions. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  received  due  recognition  and  a 
hearty  welcome. 

Dayton  Alonzo  Reed,  Phoenix,  G.  M. 
George  J.  Roskruge,  Phoenix,  G.  Sec*y- 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

ARKANSAS — 5TH  Annual,  November,  1893. 

This  Communication  was  held  in  its  Masonic  Temple  at  Little 
Rock  and  was  presided  over  by  Grand  Master  R.  J.  Laughlin.  In 
the  437  Lodges  there  were  reported  13,512  members,  there  having 
been  a  decrease  in  membership  of  42.  Much  work  is  reported  but 
the  dismissions  and  suspensions  for  N.  P.  D  almost  equals  it  and  if 
to  these  the  loss  from  death  be  added  we  find  that  loss  results.  Our 
brothers  of  Arkansas  have  long  had  an  elephant  on  hand  in  St. 
Johns  College,  and  when  about  to  get  rid  of  this,  we  find  them  wres- 
tling with  the  debt  due  on  their  new  Hall  or  Temple.  It  is  well  in  all 
such  matters  to  move  slowly  and  only  to  make  a  step  when  the 
ground  in  front  has  been  carefully  examined,  for  nothing  so 
destroys  the  energies  as  a  mass  of  superincumbent  debt.  Yet  this  is 
so  small  that  it  ought  to  be  readily  handled.  We  find  them  how- 
ever much  troubled  by  it,  and  as  one  method  of  diminishing  expen- 
ses a  recommendation  was  made  by  one  of  the  Lodges  to  cease  pay- 
ing mileage  and  per  diem.  This  however,  as  usual,  met  with  no 
favor,  though  it  was  resolved  to  diminish  these,  but  even  this  was 
not  to  take  effect  until  after  the  close  of  this  Communication. 

The  Grand  Master  issued  Dispensation  for  two  new  Lodges  and 
these  and  one  other  received  their  Charters. 
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Fromoneof  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  I  Master  we  learn  that  the 
fee  for  the  deg:rees  need  not  accompany  the  petition,  but  must  be 
paid  before  the  degree  is  received,  while  we  in  Alabama,  hold  that 
no  petition  is  *'in  form''  which  is  not  accompanied  by  the  fee. 

In  this  jurisdiction  one  suspended  N.  P.  D.  is  but  substantially 
dropped  from  the  rolls  and  deprived  of  Lodge  privileges  only, 
while  with  us,  the  effect  is  the  s^me  as  any  other  suspension,  only 
that  as  the  member  himself  by  his  own  negligence,  produced  the 
suspension,  so  by  his  own  act,  the  payment  of  his  dues,  he  rein- 
states himself  without  the  action  of  the  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  a  fixed  time  that  a  rejected 
applicant  must  wait  belore  petitioning  again,  and  a  period  of  three 
months  was  determined  on. 

He  thinks  Lodges  should  colled  their  mites  and  under  the 
direction  of  a  competent  Committee  dispense  their  charities,  rather 
than  make  appeals  for  aid  whenever  a  necessity  arises. 

He  hardly  thinks  the  time  to  attempt  to  build  a  Home 
has  arrived  for  so  small  and  feeble  a  jurisdiction,  though  anxious  to 
that  end. 

The  Grand  Orator.  Brother  C.  A.  Bridewell,  delivered  a  most 
excellent  address  on  the  duties  of  Masons  as  symbolically  taught 
them,  summing  up  the  characteristics  of  the  true  Mason  thus: 

Abstain  from  all  profanity. 

Be  temperate  in  all  things. 

Defend  the  chasity  of  woman  and  live  pure  lives  yourselves. 

Deal  honestly  with  all  men,  but  more  especially  with  a  brother 
Mason. 

Be  ready  to  help  the  distressed  wherever  dispersed. 

Ia)ve  your  fellow  men. 

The  proposition  of  the  (^rand  Lodge  of  Colorado  for  a  centen- 
nial memorial  at  the  grave  of  Washington  was  acceded  to  and  a 
Committee  appointed. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  duly  recognized,  greeted 
and  welcomed  and  ''exchange  of  courtesies*'  invited. 

Brother  lames  M.  Harkey,  Russellville,  G.  M. 
Fay  Hempstead,  Little  Rock,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Sam  H.  Davidson  tendered  a  most  pleasant  and  enter- 
esting  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges 
received,  treating  pleasantly  and  fraternally  the  various  topics 
noticed.  Alabama  for  I8t)2,  received  due  attention,  and  we  regret 
be  should  have  put  so  serious  a  construction   on    our    language   in 


APPENDIX.  77 

relation  to  the  Mutual  Benevolent  Association.  He  makes  a  strong 
argument  in  its  favor,  but  we  readily  think  he  is  partaking  more  of 
the  endowment  features  than  that  of  benevolence.  "Therefore  when 
thou  doest  thine  alms  do  not  sound  a  trumpet/'  etc,  but  "when  thou 
doest  alms,  let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand   doeth." 

He  agrees  with  the  Grand  Master  as  to  the  absence  of  necessity 
for  a  Home  at  this  time  for  he  says  that  few  would  avail  themselves 
of  it,  and  that  both  the  needy  and  their  relations  prefer  that  they 
should  be  cared  for  among  their  relations  and  friends,  and  we  have 
another  illustration  tending  to  show,  whatever  the  future  may  bring 
forth,  we  are  not  really  in  need  of  the  **Home"  system  of  Masonic 
charity  now.  In  the  civil  war  1861-5,  more  than  sixty  thousand  cit- 
izens of  Arkansas  served  in  the  Confederate  army,  in  which  many 
lost  their  health  permanently.  Several  years  ago  the  Confederate 
Veteran  Association  built  a  home  near  Little  Rock.  The  State  aids 
in  its  maintenance  and  every  necessity,  every  comfort  that  age,  in- 
digence or  disability  demands  are  provided,  without  money  and 
without  price.  Yet,  in  all  these  years,  nineteen  persons  is  the  largest 
number  that  has  ever  stayed  under  the  home  roof-tree  at  any 
one  time. 

He  is  positive  in  his  opposition  to  the  use  of  any  cipher  Ritual 
and  thinks  any  Brother  usin^  one  should  be  made  to  "suffer  the 
most  condign  Masonic  punishment,''  and  ifa  Lodge  it  should  be  blot- 
ted out  of  existence.  In  this  we  agree,  but  we  are  constantly 
mformed  that  we  are  old  fogy,  behind  the  age,  and  that  "Masonry  is 
a  progressive  science." 

He  has  no  faith  in  the  Masonry  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges  of 
Mexico. 

We  must  halt,  if  we  follow  this  exceedingly  interesting  report 
further  we  may  be  deemed  unforgiven.  It  invites  continuous  read- 
ing, however. 

BRITISH   COLUMBIA— 22ND   Annual,   June,  1893. 

Held  at  Victoria,  with  Wm.  Downie,  M.'.W.*. Grand  Master  in  the 
East.  It  embraces  within  its  jurisdiction  14  Lodges,  whose  mem- 
bership numbers  968.  while  the  increase  during  the  year  was  108. 
Dispensations  were  issued  by  Grand  Master  tor  three  new  Lodges, 
and  these  received  Charters  at  this  Communication.  The  Grand 
Master  refused  some  applications  because,  in  his  judgment,  after 
enquiry,  he  thought  the  interests  of  the  Fraternity  would  not  be 
enhanced  thereby. 
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He  ruled  and  Grand  Lodj^e  sustained  him  in  it,  that  ''a  Lodge  has 
no  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material  for  the  degrees,  after  the  time 
limit,  viz.,  12  months  has  expired,*'  and  in  this  connection,  said: 

"I  deem  it  unreasonable  to  say  that  a  man  who  has  been  rejected 
in  one  Lodge  is  forever  debarred  from  applying  to  another. 
Wtiile  we  might  possibly  keep  trace  of  the  candidate  so  long  as  he 
resides  in  our  own  jurisdiction,  what  is  there  toprevent  him,  should 
he  move  to  a  for^^ign  jurisdiction,  from  applying  for  and  receiving 
the  degrees  there?  I  think  it  is  unwise,  and  not  in  accordance  with 
law  and  liberty,  to  attempt  to  place  such  a  restriction  on  any  can- 
didate. I  cannot  see  why  a  man  who  has  applied  to  a  Lodge  and 
has  been  rejected,  should  not,  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  months, 
stand  in  the  same  relative  position  to  all  other  Lodges  as  a  man  who 
is  applying  for  the  first  time." 

Grand  Lodge  in  a  body  attended  divine  service,  and  it  also  laid 
the  corner  stone  of  an  Orphan  Asylum. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  duly  acknowledged,  and  ex- 
changes of  Representatives  invited. 

A  very  concise  yet  impressive  burial  service  was  adopted. 

A  Charity  Fund  is  being  fostered,  and  with  continuous  care,  will, 
ere  long,  be  of  infinite  value  to  our  brethren  of  that  Province. 

Sibree  Clarke,  Ramloops,  G.  M. 
W.  J.  Quinlan,  Victoria,  G.  Sec'y. 

Past  Grand  Master,  Marcus  Wolfe,  timidly  presents  the  Report  on 
Correspondence.  We  said  timidly,  though  he  had  no  reason  for  any 
nervousness,  he  having  presented  a  very  concise,  tho'  full  view  of 
the  various  jurisdictions  reviewed.  Alabama  is  absent;  this  we 
regret,  but  hope  'for  better  luck  next  time." 

CALIFORNIA — 44TH    Annual,   October,    1893. 

This  held  at  San  Francisco  with,  as  the  record  informs,  M.*.  W.*. 
Bro.  A.  R.  Conklin,  Past  Grand  Master,  called  to  the  Chair,  who 
read  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Chas.  Ray  Gritman,  who  was 
debarred  from  attending  on  account  of  illness.  He  reported  the 
Craf^  as  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  we  find  the  membership  to 
number  17,(XKi,  while  the  Lodges  number  255,  and  the  gain  was  163. 
Dispensations  for  five  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and  these  were 
deemed  worthy  of  Charters  at  this  Communication. 

Progress  is  being  made  in  the  establishment  of  the  Masonic 
Home;  the  site  (270  acres)  has  been  selected,  plans  drawn  and 
about  t^,000  subscribed.    This  looks  well,  and  with  our  bretbrcQ 
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of  California,  in  matters  of  charity,  there  is  no  such  word  known  to 
them  as  fail. 

Grand  Master  declined  to  allow  any  part  of  the  revenues  of  a 
Lodge,  from  whatsoever  source  derived,  to  be  used  for  refresh- 
ments or  other  than  Masonic  or  charitable  purposes,  as  he  thinks 
they  are  a  sacred  trust  for  such  purposes  only.  The  Grand  Lodges 
most  heartily  approved  this  decision.  Nevertheless,  a  resolution, 
looking  to  some  such  limited  expenditures,  was  introduced  later, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

Grand  Master  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  Communication  of 
R.'.  W.*.  Michael  Arnold,  relative  to  his  withdrawal  of  Representa- 
tives, which,  being  referred  to  the  same  committee,  brought 
forward  the  following  report.  As  this  is  a  question  recently  sprung 
upon  the  Fraternity  and  one  apparently  of  great  interest  to  all,  we 
quote  their  report  in  full,  and  upon  reaching  Pennsylvania,  will  give 
their  review  also.  It  is  of  considerable  length,  but  appears  to  be  the 
result  of  ^ull  research,  and  this  must  furnish  excuse  for  us: 

To  the  M.\    IV,' .  Grand  Lodgi  of  California:— 

Relative  to  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, announcing  his  withdrawal  of  his  Representative  near  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

Bro  Atkinson,  a  member  of  this  committee  and  a  Past  Grand 
Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  has  been  received  by  us  and  reported 
in  our  proceedinRs,  since  the  date  of  his  appointment  in  1889,  as  the 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  not  until 
this  communication,  addressed  to  our  Grand  Master,  was  placed  in 
our  hands,  had  we  the  slightest  suspicion  that  he  was,  in  fact,  only 
the  Rf  presentaiive  of  a  Grand  Master. 

We  have  before  us  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania  for  1891,  and  on  page  67  we  find  that  at  the  Annual 
Communication,  held  on  the  28th  of  December  of  t'^at  year,  the  fol- 
lowing Past  Grand  Masters  of  Pennsylvania  are  reported  present  as 
Grand  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Lodges:  Samuel  C.  Per- 
kins of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canaia,  Michael  Nisbet  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  North  Carolina,  Conrad  P.  Day  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ohio,  loseph  Eichbaum  of  the  Grana  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  Clifford  P  MacCalla  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan;  and 
that  the  Grand  Master,  his  Deputy,  Wardens  and  Treasurer  were 
also  reported  present  as  Grand  Representatives — the  Grand  Master, 
Bro.  J.  Simpson  Africa,  of  Missouri  and  New  Hampshire,  the 
Deputy,  Michael  Arnold,  of  Arkansas,  the  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  Matthew  H.  Henderson,  of  Indiana,  the  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  William  J.  Kelly  of  Arizona,  and  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer, Thomas  R.  Patton  of  England.  And  in  the  same  volume,  at 
Sage  129,  we  find  the  name  of  our  Brother  Atkinson  given  as  the 
representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  California.  We  have  also  before  us  the  proceeding's  of 
that  Grand  I^djs^e  for  1889  In  his  Address  for  that  year  Grand 
Master  MacCalla  said:  "During  the  past  year  I  have  commissioned 
the  following  named  brethren  as  Representatives  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  near  other  Grand  Lodges:  Bro.  Edmund 
Clements  Adkinson  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California/'  and  four- 
teen others  near  other  Grand  Lodges.  At  that  Annual  Communica- 
tion the  four  Past  Grand  Masters  present  were  reported  as  Grand 
Representatives,  Past  Grand  Master  Vaux  heading  the  list  as  Rep- 
resentative of  New  York. 

We  do  not  know,  nor  do  we  at  this  time  care  to 
inquire,  for  what  reason  the  system  of  Representatives 
was  adopted,  but  we  do  know  that  it  has  been  very  gen- 
erally adopted  and  has  been  in  use  for  more  than  thirty  years.  In 
the  revision  of  our  own  Constitution,  proposed  in  1357  and 
adopted  in  1859,  among  the  enumerated  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Grand  Master  we  find  this:  **9th.  To  appoint  Representatives  in 
other  recognized  Grand  Lodges,  and  to  receive  and  accredit  such 
Representatives  from  them."  In  the  last  revision  this  provision 
reads:  **To  appoint  Representatives  near  the  recognized  Grand 
Ix>dges,  and  to  receive  and  accredit  Representatives  from  them." 
Fn  m  this  it  is  apparent  that,  in  California  at  least,  the  power  to 
appoint  and  receive  Representatives  had  been  vested  in  our  Grand 
Master,  but  that  his  appointees  are  Representatives  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  not  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  that  his  authority  to 
receive  and  accredit  is  limited  to  the  Representatives  from  other 
Grand  Lodges. 

Grand  Master  Arnold,  in  his  communication,  gives  as  a  reason 
for  withdrawing  his  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Masters  that 
"official  communication  between  the  several  Grand  Masters  is 
carried  on  directly  with  each  other,  under  their  private  seals  or  by 
and  through  the  Grand  Secretaries  under  the  seal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge;  and  the  promptness  of  such  communication  is  so  well 
secured  by  railroads,  posts  and  telegraphs,  that  the  Representa- 
tive of   the  Grand  Master  has  no  ofncial  duty  to  perform. 

Our  government  has  an  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  St.  James, 
and  the  British  government  also  keeps  its  Ambassador  near  our 
government,  and  through  these  Ambassadors  the  official  correspon- 
dence of  the  two  governments  is  conducted.  Our  President  might, 
under  his  private  seal,  communicate  directly  with  Queen  Victoria, 
and  it  is  probable  that  his  communication  by  mail  or  telegraph 
would  reach  her  quite  as  promptly  as  if  made  through  the  proper 
representative  of  our  government  at  the  Queen's  Court.  Yet  the 
fact  that  the  President  could  communicate  directly  with  the  Queen 
has  not  been  considered  by  Congress  or  by  the  President  a  good 
reason  for  withdrawing  our  Ambassador  from  the  English  Court. 
Every  political  government  is  careful  that  all  its  ''official  correspon- 
dence" be  transmitted  through  its  accredited  representatives,  and 
not  directly  by  its  executive  head. 

( irand  Master  Arnold  finds  that  his  representatives  have  become 
"superfluous  and  unnecessary,"  and  we  imagine  that  the  reason  is 
that  he,  and  perhaps  his  predecessors  as  the  chief  executive  ofHcen 
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of  the  Grand  Lodge,  have  practically  ig:nored  the  existence  of  these 
Representatives  and  have,  in  the  face  of  the  custom  prevailing  in 
all  political  governments,  assumed  to  themselves  the  right  to  carry 
on  ;i II  official  correspondence  with  other  Grand  Bodies  and  their 
officers  bv  direct  communication  bv  telegraph,  exptess  or  mail. 
The  fault  is  not  «vith  the  Representatives,  who  are  ready,  willing 
and  competent  to  attend  to  the  proper  duties  of  their  office,  but  is 
and  has  been  with  Grand  Masters  who,  like  our  distinguished  brother 
of  Pennsylvania,  seem  to  think  that  they  cannot  only  conduct  and 
transmit  official  correspondence  more  satisfactorily,  but  can  manage 
negotiations,  involving  even  the  most  delicate  matters,  with 
better  results  than  anybody  else  could. 

The  system  of  appointing  Representatives  has  been  adopted  by 
all  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world,  so  far  as  we  are  advised,  and  has 
been  recognized  by  all  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century;  when  it 
is  proposed  to  abolish  this  established  system,  we  do  not  so  much 
consider  what  good  it  has  accomplished  as  what  it  might  do  under 
different  conditions.  Referring  our  Most  Worshipful  brother  to  the 
parable  of  the  fig  tree,  we  would  say  to  him,  give  these  Represen- 
tatives a  chance  to  do  the  work  appropriate  to  their  office  before 
abolishing  the  office. 

In  reply  to  the  communication,  we  would  say  our  Bro.  Atkinson 
was  received  bv  us  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  uith  which  we  have  maintained,  and  hope  ever  to 
maintain,  the  closest  relations  of  amity.  While  we  recognize  the 
fact  that  communication  is  well  secured  and  reasonably  prompt  by 
railroad,  post  and  telegraph,  and  that  official  communications  be- 
tween Grand  Lodges  are  and  have  been  very  largely  carried  on  by 
the  Grand  Masters  and  transmitted  directly,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
there  are  appropriate  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  Representatives 
of  each  Grand  Lodge  near  the  other  Grand  Lodges.  If  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  shall  conclude  to  recall  its  Representatives 
near  this  Grand  Lodge  and  not  to  appoint  another,  we  shall  hope 
that  no  complicafions  will  arise  between  the  Grand  Lodges  that  will 
require  the  intervention  of  such  an  officer,  and  that  the  relations 
may  continue  to  be  as  they  have  been,  fraternal  and  cordial." 

Grand  Treasurer,  Nathan  Weston  Spaulding,  who  has  been  sick 
for  many  years,  declined  re-election,  because,  as  he  asserted,  **As  I 
advance  in  years,  various  and  pressing  duties  devolve  upon  me  and 
make  it  imperative.' 


f » 


The  various  boards  of  relief  of  this  jurisdiction,  of  which  there 
are  six,  are  most  active  in  furnishing  relief  to  the  distressed,  and  are 
a  shining  example  of  what  proper  organization  may  do,  and  is  an 
example  worthy  of  imitation.  Among  the  recipients  we  note 
two  from  Alabama,  and  sincerely  hope  that  the  Lodges  to  which 
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they  belonged  have  refunded  the  amount  expended  in  their  behalf, 
that  it  may  be  as  promptly  and  judiciously  used  in  behalf  of  some 
others  in  like  circumstances.  More  than  $15,000  was  thus  expended 
by  our  California  brethren,  and  the  appropriation  of  Grand  Lodge 
this  year  to  this  end  aggregated  about  (8,000. 

Electioneering  for  Masonic  oflice  is  denounced,  or  for  Masonic 
purpose. 

We  can  imagine  no  better  way  of  aiding  a  brother's  family  than 
that  of  the  payment  of  the  premium  on  his  life  policy  to  keep  it 
alive,  he  being  in  the  last  stages,  and  this  the  Grand  Lodge  author- 
ized a  Lodge  to  do. 

There  is  a  probability  that  the  fees  for  the  degrees  will  be 
reduced  from  fifty  to  thirty  dollars. 

Henry  Say  re  Orms,  Los  Angeles,  G.  M. 
George  Johnson,  San  Francisco,  G.  Sec'y* 

Brother  James  Wright  Anderson  presented  the  report  on  Corres- 
pondence. We  were  gratified  as  we  were  not  last  year,  by  finding  in 
it  uur  proceedings  for  1892.  We  have  read  this  report  with  no  little 
pleasure,  for  his  comments  are  pointed  and  pleasant  and  there  is 
much  we  would  be  pleased  to  transfer  to  our  own,  but  we  fear  al- 
ready we  have  given  too  much  space  to  California,  when  there  are 
so  many  others  to  be  treated  with  also  We  are  obliged  to  him  for 
his  endorsement  of  our  position  relative  to  uniformity  of  work,  and 
says: 

*'We  accord  with  the  committee  in  the  remarks  relative  to  uni- 
formity of  work. 

We  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that,  even  were  the  ritual  published  in 
full  and  a  copy  thereof  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  officer,  there 
would  still  be  a  lark  of  uniformity.  There  might  be  approximate 
uniformity  as  regards  the  general  execution  of  the  work;  but  not 
even  this  much  is  possible  so  far  as  phraseology  is  concerned. 


CANADA — 38TH  Annual,  July  i8th,  1893. 

This  Communication  was  held  at  Ottawa  under  the  supervision 
of  M.".  W.-.  J.  M.  Gibson,  Grand  Master,  who  spoke  fairly  of  the 
Craft.  Peace  and  harmony  had  prevailed,  and  a  satisfactory  record 
made.  Within  the  jurisdiction  are  22,064  active  Masons,  and  the 
gain  for  the  year  was  562. 
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Grand  Master  well  says,  "that  the  Worshipful  Master  and  Secre- 
tary between  them,  to  a  very  great  extent,  control  the  success  of  the 
Lodge." 

He  issued  a  Dispensation  for  one  new  Lodge,  and  this  received  a 
warrant  from  Grand  Lodge. 

As  other  Grand  Masters,  he  complains  of  the  many  needless  ques- 
tions put  to  him,  and  concludes,  that  as  a  rule,  the  most  trouble- 
some conundrums  present  themselves  in  connection  with  points  of 
the  least  importance;  in  other  words,  the  difficulty  in  answering 
questions  is  frequently  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  utility  of  the 
answers  when  given. 

The  question  of  physical  qualification  seems  to  be  as  troublesome 
in  this  sister  jurisdiction  as  elsewhere.  So  also  the  question  of 
jurisdiction. 

Through  the  labors  of  the  Masonic  Relief  Association,  the  enor- 
mous number  of  ''one  thousand,  one  hundred  and  forty  fraudulent 
seekers  for  help**  were  discovered.    What  a  noble  work ! 

He  most  properly,  we  think,  bewails  the  large  expenditures  for 
funerals,  when  much  of  this  sum  saved  would  greatly  benefit  the  poor 
widow  and  orphans.  We  also  agree  with  him  that  a  Lodge  should 
be  at  no  such  expense,  except  where  the  family  cannot  cover  the 
bills. 

The  financial  condition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  excellent,  and  its 
surplus  is  slowly  increasing,  notwithstanding  its  large  list  of  bene- 
ficiaries consuming  more  than  eight  thousand  nnually.  From  the 
Charity  Fund  this  Grand  Lodge  aids  its  subordinates  in  granting 
relief  to  all  worthy  applicants,  needy  members  or  widows  and 
orphans  of  such,  but  two  things  being  requisite:  First,  that  aid  is 
needed,  then  that  the  local  Lodge  is  itself  contributing  to  the  relief. 
In  this  way  a  moderate  sum,  superadded  to  that  of  the  Lodges,  con- 
tributes to  the  support  and  happiness  of  a  large  number  who  are 
still  left  among  their  former  associates  and  friends.  At  the  age  of  30 
it  i.s  surprising  how  much  this  Grand  Lodge  doe  in  this  direction. 
Yet  infinite  care  seems  to  be  exercised  that  no  one  not  needy  be 
aided.  In  the  report  of  the  Board  on  Benevolence  it  is  stated  that 
during  the  year  279  applications  were  received,  and  of  these  nine- 
teen were  refused  aid,  because  the  parties  could  readily  maintain 
themselves. 

This  Board  also  complains  that  in  several  instances  excessive  sums 
have  been  paid  by  Lodges  for  funerals,  and  the  amounts  granted  to 
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the  surviving:  families  have  been  extremely  small,  the  ability  to  aid 
the  living:  being  reduced'by  the  heavy  outlay  in  providing  elaborate 
funerals  for  the  dead.  Your  Board  deplore  such  misapplication  of 
the  benevolent  funds  of  Lodges,  and  recommend  that  the  disDosal 
of  those  funds  be  most  strictly  guarded.  How  pleasant  it  is  to 
find  the  Grand  Master  so  considerate  of  the  visual  organs  of  the 
guild,  for  are  we  not  compelled  generally  to  work  at  these  Reports 
when  prying  eyes  are,  or  should  be  closed  in  sleep?  He  recommends 
sending  out  the  proceedings  in  somewhat  larger  type.    Thanks ! 

The  Reports  of  the  D.*.  D.'.  Grand  Master  are  models,  and  the 
tabular  statement  :iccompanying  each  one  contains  information  of 
moment  to  Grand  Lodges,  and  displays  the  vitality  as  well  as  finan- 
cial condition  and  business  discretion  of  each  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  wa.^  recognized,  as  was  also 
that  of  Oklahoma. 

J.  M.  Gibson,  Hamilton,  G.  M. 
J.J.  Mason,  Hamilton,  G.  Sec*y. 

Bro.  Henry  Robinson  again  presented  the  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence, in  which  Alabama  for  1892  appears  rather  late,  to  be  sure,  but 
•*it  is  better  to  be  late  than  never,*'  so  says  the  adage. 

The  time  is  late,  **pa«.t  12  o'clock,**  the  type  small  and  the  light 
bad,  so  that  our  old  eyes  are  wearying,  so,  my  Brother,  good  night. 


CANADA — 39TH   Annual,  July,  1894. 

Lodges,  349;  membership,  22,530;  gain,  1,991. 

Much  pleasure  do  we  derive  from  the  perusal  of  these  proceed- 
ings always,  because  there  pervades  the  whole  course  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  fairness,  showing  neither  fear  nor 
favor,  but  reprehending  when  it  is  deserved  and  bestowing  praise 
when  praise  is  due.  The  visitations  of  D*.  D.*.  Grand  Master  is 
almost  made  thorough  and  complete,  so  that  from  the  reports  of 
these  very  important  officers  Grand  Lodge  is  placed  in  full 
knowledge  of  what  all  Grand  Lodges  should  be  apprised,  to  enable 
them  to  see  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  its  needs  and  how  best  to 
legislate  for  it. 

Of  the  great  body  of  the  Fraternity  within  the  jurisdiction  Grand 
Master  J.  M.  Gibson  says: 
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"There  have  been  no  burning  questions  to  become  excited  over; 
our  domestic  and  foreign  relationships  have  been  peaceful  and  har- 
munious;  our  busintss  atiairs  have*  been  prospering;  and 
while  in  no  particular  respect  have  we  been,  so  to  speak, 
setting  the  world  on  fire,  in  all  respects  we  have  abundant 
reason  for  satisfaction  and  thankfulness. 

He  tlius  alludes  to  the  results  of  the  Masonic  Coneress: 

"Probably,  however,  there  will  be  found  but  little,  if  any,  conflict 
between  these  conclusions  and  the  laws  on  the  subjects  to  which 
they  refer  in  the  various  iurisdictiuns  represented.  Indeed, 
the  want  of  sufficient  time  for  ample  discussion  necessi- 
tated the  framing  of  some  of  these  deliverances  in  such  general 
and  non-committal  terms  as  to  forbid  opposition.  It  cannot,  there- 
lore,  be  said  that  the  results  of  the  Congress  are  of  much  impor- 
tance to  the  Masonic  world;  but  those  who  had  the  privilege  of 
being  present  will  long  retain  pleasurable  recollections  of  debates 
which  were  participated  in  by  some  of  Masonic  master  minds  of 
this  continent,  and  which  were  marked  by  characteristic  ability.'' 

How  admirably  is  the  following  expressed  by  him: 

"Masonry  is  a  sham  and  means  nothing  if  it  is  confined  to  the 
I«odge  room,  if  it  fails  in  some  cases  to  restrain,  and  in  other  cases 
to  prompt  us  in  the  cour>e  we  are  about  to  pursue  in  any  direction.'' 

The  finances  are  in  most  excellent  condition,  and  not  sparingly 
used  in  behalf  of  those  in  want  of  assistance.  This  is  evinced  by 
the  list  of  beneficiaries,  there  being  not  less  than  552  on  it,  receiv- 
ing in  the  aggregate  more  than  $8,000. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  note  the  remarks  of  Committee  on  Reports 
of  D.'.  D.'.  Grand  Masters,  and  would  that  all  Grand  Masters  were  as 
cautious: 

"We  are  pleased  to  note  the  great  care  exercised  by  the  M.*. 
W.'.  the  Grand  Master  in  the  formation  of  new  Lodges.  If  same  care 
had  been  exercised  in  the  past,  fewer  weak  and  sickly  Lodges  would 
have  been  reported  and  the  necessity  of  amalgamation  would  not 
have  arisen.  Only  one  Dispensation  has  been  issued,  viz.,  Han- 
over, in  North  Huron.  The  Lodge  is  planted  in  the  midst  of  a 
thriving  and  promising  town,  and  should  meet  with  great  success." 

W.  R.  While,  Pembroke,  G.  M. 
J.  J.  Mason,  Hamilton,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Bro. 
Henry  Robertson,  P.*.  G  '.  M  '.,  and  in  it  we  6nd  Alabama  for  1893. 
We  had  not  received  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  when  our 
last  Report  was  written,  but  we  have  made  the  amende  by  reviewing 
that  which  ought  to  have  been  then,  now  as  well  as  for  the  follow- 
ing year. 
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COLORADO— 33RD  Annual,  September,  1893. 

Held  at  Denver,  with  representatives  from  8()  Lodt^es.  Total 
Lodges,  82;  membershi(>,  (Jj^MO;  gain,  4GG. 

The  Grand  Master,  W.  D.  Wright,  opened  his  address  with  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  great  service  heretofore  rendered  to  the  world  by 
this  Order,  and  demonstrating  that  civil  liberty,  as  well  a^  re'igious, 
owes  much  to  it.  He  proposed  a  National  Masonic  memorial  cele- 
bration at  the  tomb  of  Washington,  at  Mount  Vernon,  on  the  cen- 
tennial anniversary  of  his  deatti,  December  14, 1809.  Grand  Lodge 
approved  of  it,  and  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

**rhat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  present  the  subject 
to  the  several  Grand  Mhsters  and  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States 
and  request: 

**L  The  appointment  of  a  committee  of  one  from  each  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  with  one  alternate,  to  serve  through  all  the  arrange- 
ments, in  order  to  save  contusion  by  annual  changes. 

"II.  That  the  committee  from  this  Grand  Lodge  arrange  by 
correspondence  with  the  committee  from  sister  Grand  Lodges,  for 
a  place  ol  meeting  of  said  committee  at  some  early  day  subsequent 
to  the  next  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  each  of  said  Grand 
Lodges. 

"III.  That  the  committee  from  this  Grand  Lodge  be  recommended 
to  suggest  memorial  services  and  suitable  addresses  at  the  tomb  of 
Washington,  at  Mount  Vernon,  at  which  all  the  Grand  Masters  of 
the  United  States  be  present,  with  their  subordinate  officers  and 
other  members. 

"IV.  That  the  cxjmmittee  representing  the  Grand  Lodge  report 
in  detail  their  recommendations  for  the  memorial  to  their  respective 
Grand  Lodges  for  approval,  betore  the  same  be  actually  under- 
taken. 

"Because  of  the  number  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  the  irregular  pe- 
riods of  their  Annual  Communications,  this  process  will  consume 
three  or  four  years,  at  least,  which  will  leave  barely  two  years  in 
which  to  perfect  the  final  arrangements." 

He  issued  Dispensations  for  five  ntiw  Lodges,  and  to  these  char- 
ters were  granted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  extended  a  fraternal  greeting  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Oklahoma,  and  also  to  that  of  New  Zealand. 

The  business  generally  was  of  local  interest.  An  oration  was  de- 
livered by  the  Grand  Orator,  Hro.  T.  B.  MacDonald. 

Jethro  C.  Sanford,  Durango,  G.  M. 
Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Denver,  G.  Sec'y. 
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Bro  L.  N.  Greenleaf,  P.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  presented  the  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence, reviewing  in  it  Alabama  for  1892  From  this  we  extract 
the  following,  for  we  agree  personally  with  the  brother,  and  only 
wish  that  many  more  of  our  Jurisdiction  agreed  with  me: 

*'We  note  that  a  list  of  rejections,  both  for  initiation  and  advance- 
ment, appears  in  the  appendix  and  they  are  thus  made  a  matter  of 
history.  With  all  due  deference  to  the  motives  that  may  have 
prompted  such  a  course,  we  deem  it  unwise  as  well  as  unjust  to 
those  whose  names  appear  in  this  connection,  and  who  in  some  in- 
stanct-s  must  have  been  rejected  through  no  fault  of  their  own  or 
defect  of  character." 

There  is  much  that  we  had  marked  which  must  now  be  omitted, 
because  we  wish  to  give  you  his  view  as  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
three  degrees.  His  position,  as  you  see  sustained  by,  and  based  on 
the  researches  of  those  delvers  after  Masonic  antiquities,  Bros. 
Hughan  and  Gould,  verifies  the  heretofore  conception  of  these  de- 
grees, and  the  traditions  ol  Ma<;onry.  In  fact,  the  more  the  investi- 
gation the  more  certain  this  appears;  notwithstanding  the  hereto- 
fore assertions  of  self-styled  antiquarians.  That  Grand  Masters  ex- 
isted before  the  existence  of  the  present  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
is  apparent,  else  whence  Grand  Masters  Payne  or  Wrenn?  We, 
however,  give  you  the  promised  dissertation  as  being  of  unusual 
jnlerest: 

CONCLUSION. 


*  Having  reached  the  end  of  our  allotted  task,  we  desire  to  devote 
some  attention  to  questions  which  we  regard  as  of  paramount  im- 
portance to  the  Craft  generally. 

"Chief  among  these  is  the  antiquity  of  Masonic  Degrees,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  our  last  year's  Report.  Our  remarks  at  that 
time  in  this  connection,  have  been  widely  copied  and  discussed,  and 
were  the  occasion  of  a  very  interesting  correspondence  with  the  dis- 
tinguished Masonic  author  and  historian,  Bro.  Jl.  F.  Gould,  of  Lon- 
don, England 

•'Under  date  of  December  31,  1892,  we  received  a  letter  from  him, 
apprisintr  us* of  his  true  attitude  upon  this  question,  which  was  this: 
That  Old  Regulation  XIII  should  read,  'Apprentices  must  be  ad- 
mitted Masters  and  Fellow  Craft  only  here  unless  by  Dispensation.* 

"His  own  interpretation  of  the  meaning  of  the  above  is  conveyed 
in  the  following  language: 

"  'There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  two  divisions  only-  of  Masons 
are  here  alluded  to.    Apprentices,  who  then  received  what  are  now 
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the  first  two  deg^rees;  and  Masters  or  Fellow  Craft,  who  received  the 
present  third  degree.  The  secrets  of  our  present  three  decrees 
existed  in  1723  and  before  1717,  but  they  were  communicated  in  two 
steps  instead  of  three.* 

"Subsequently  we  addressed  to  him  the  direct  query:  *If  the 
stents  existed  before  1717.  as  you  concede,  you  include  the  Hiramic 
legend,  do  you  not?' 

"In  due  course  we  received  the  following  reply:  'The  Hiramic 
legend  existed /rwr  to  1717.* 

'It  will  be  seen  that  so  far  as  the  secrets  are  concerned,  there  is 
no  difference  of  opinion  between  Hro  Gould  and  ourselves,  it  is 
only  as  to  their  division-— whether  into  two  or  three  degrees  prior  to 
1717  and  long  anterior. 

"From  our  remarks  under  Canada  last  year,  page  67,  where  we 
quoted  Bro.  Speth  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  evident  th'it  our 
mind  was  in  a  receptive  state.  Later,  under  Utah,  we  had  received, 
as  we  thoutfht,  the  'new  li^ht*  from  our  distinguished  Bro.  Gould, 
and  grew  somewhat  effusive  in  our  great  joy  at  his  discovery.  We 
still  rejoice  and  are  exceeding  glad,  notwithstanding,  because  the 
secrets  are  the  main  thing,  and  their  distribution  a  secondary  consid- 
eration, though  in  our  estimation,  a  very  essential  one,  on  account 
of  its  hearing  upo.i  the  triad  of  Masonic  symbolism,  as  we  find  it 
now  existing. 

"Let  us  revert  to  the  language  of  Bro.  Gould's  article  from  which 
we  drew  the  inspiration  th^t  led  to  our  exhilaration  of  spirit,  and 
wKich  he  says  must  be  ambiguous  if  we  inferred  therefrom  that  he 
maintained  the  existence  of  three  degrees  prior  to  1717. 

"We  quote  the  following  paragraphs  from  his  valuable  'Memoir 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Manningham,*'  which  occur  in  the  general  summing 
up  of  the  evidence  adduced: 

'*  'But  as  many  will  listen  to  Dr.  Manningham.  who  would  turn  a 
draf  ear  to  the  utterances  of  even  our  most  advanced  students,pause 
will  be  made,  while  the  grounds  on  which  his  judgment  is  based,  are 
imiuired  into.* 

"  'The  only  Orders  we  know,'  observes  the  Doctor,  'are  three — 
Masters,  Fellow  Crafts  and  Apprentices.*  There  were  no  more  and 
no  less.  'My  own  father,*  he  continues,  'has  been  a  Mason  these 
fifty  years.*  According  to  this,  Sir  Richard  Manningham  must  have 
been  initiated  about  1707,  three  years  after  Governor  Belcher  had 
gone  through  a  similar  ordeal,  and  two  years  bt*fore  the  remarkable 
allusion  in  the  Tattler^  to  *a  set  of  people,'  who  have  their  signs  and 
tokens  like  Freemasons. 

"  'The  'old  brother  of  ninety,  who  was  made  a  Mason  in  his  youth/ 
must  have  bt^en  admitted  a  member  of  the  society  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  seventeeth  century. 
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"  *The  two  brethren,  whose  testimony — as  we  have  seen— was 
relied  upon  by  Dr.  Manningham,  may,  I  think,  be  regarded  without 
doubt  by  ourselves,  as  the  witnesses  of  truth. 

****** 

"  *The  secrets  of  the  first  three  degrees  were  the  same  before  the 
year  1717,  as  after  it. 

*  ***** 

**  'That  ^/<?^^  1717  the  nmv  existing  rituals  have  ht^n  worked,** 

•'The  now  existing  rituals  being  in  three  degrees,  what  else  can 
one.  infer  from  the  whole  tenor  of  above  paragraphs,  other  than  that 
the  three  degrees  were  in  existence  and  were  worked  t/ie  last  quarter 
of  the  seventeenth  century. 

**  We  certainly  did  draw  that  conclusion,  and  so  di«1  others,  in- 
cluding that  able  Masonic  scholar,  tiro.  H.  P.  H.  Bromwell. 

•  Old  Regulation  XIII.  upon  which  Brother  Gould  so  largely 
relies,  and  which  he  quotes  in  his  letter  to  us,  was  at  variance  with 
what  was  designated  as  Old  Regulation  XIII  in  our  original  copy 
of  Anderson's.  Constitution,  edition  of  1788.  Securing  a  verbatim 
copy  of  the  1723  edition  from  which  Brother  Gould  had  quoted  as 
above,  upon  comparison,  we  noted  the  following  difference  in  the 
same: 

•*  'Old  Regulation  XIII.  Edition  1723.  'Apprentices  must  be 
admitted  Masters  and  Fellow-Craft  only  here,  unless  by  a  Dispen- 
sation. 

•'  *01d  Regulation  XIII.  Edition  1738.  'Apprentices  must  be  ad- 
mitted Fellow-Crafts  and  Masters  only  here,  unless  by  a  Dispensa- 
tion from  the  Gfand  Master, 

•*  'Italics  as  in  original.' 


'*In  this  same  edition  is  placed  in  parallel  column  what  is  desig- 
nated as  the : 

"  'New  Regulation,  November  22,  1725.  'The  Master o{  a  Lod^e 
and  his  IVardens  and  a  competent  Numbet  of  the  Lodge  assembled  in 
due  form,  can  make  Masters  and  FelUnvs^X  discretion.' 

"Italics  as  in  original. 

"Last  year  we  accepted  Old  Regulation  XIII.  as  it  appears  in  the 
1738  edition,  as  the  basis  of  our  argument  upon  the  question  of  the 
antiquity  and  number  of  the  degrees  anterior  to  the  formation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  ot  England.  Brother  Gould,  a.<;  has  been  seen, 
relies  upon  the  regulation  as  published  in  1728,  giving  it  his  own 
interpretation,  that  'Masters  and  Fellow-Craft*  really  mean  'Ma**- 
ters  or  Fellow-Craft,'  or,  one  and  the  same  thing,  so  that  two 
degrees  only  are  named  'Apprentice'  and  'Master  or  Fellow-Craft* 
as  shown  heretofore  in  this  article. 
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*'His  interpretation  has  not  been  generally  accepted,  and  there  is 
stron{(  opposition  to  it  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  best  Masonic 
scholars. 

"The  matter  really  hing;es  upon  the  edition  to  be  accepted  as  the 
standard  authority.  A  levised  edition  of  a  work  is  prt-sumed  to 
contain  fewer  errors  than  the  ori^mal,  and  tci  contain  the  results  of 
maturer  reflection  and  observation  on  the  part  of  the  author.  In  h 
letter  to  Brother  Gould,  Wv*  Kav<:  expression  to  this  idea,  and  calling 
his  attention  to  the  fact,  that  in  his  history,  he  had  designated 
Brotht-r  Anderson  as  a  frt-sh  accession  to  the  Craft  when  he  com- 
piled the  Constitutions  in  172^^,  consequently  he  was  much  poorer 
equipped  for  his  work  than  in  173S.  Hr  fore  this  latter  edition 
appeared,  Brother  Anders  m  represented  to  the  Grand  Lodj^e,  on 
February  24,  1734,  that  a  new  Book  of  Constitutions  had  become  a 
necessity,  and  that  hf,  had  prepared  materials  for  it  The  Grand 
Master,  the  Plarl  of  Crawford  and  the  Gand  Lod)>e.  ordered 
him  t«»  lav  the  same  before  the  presert  and  former  Grand 
Officers.  In  accordance  with  this  it  was  tirst  submitted  to  former 
ijrand  Officers^  Brothers  Richmond,  DesaKuliers,  Cowper,  Payne  and 
others,  who  after  malw^  some  corrections  gave  it  their  approval. 

"Next  agreeable  to.  he  same  order,  in  18.38,  it  was  submitted  to  the 
Grand  fficers  who  also  rci'ir^ovd  and  corrected  it^  and  declared  their  ap- 
prob'iiion  to  the  Granc  Lodge  assembled  m  ample  form  on  January 
2.'),  17:^8.  The  Grand  Lodge  ordered  it  to  be  pnnted,  and  approved 
and  recommended  it  as  the  only  Book  of  Constitutions  for  the  use  of 
Lo'iges  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

"Thus,  during  a  period  of  nearly  three  years,  the  second  edition 
was  in  preparation,  and  before  being  printed,  h«4d  been  submitted, 
in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  former  and 
prt-sent  Grand  Officers,  who  reviewed  and  correcoed  it,  and  it  was 
thv.'n  endorsed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  as  the  only  authorized  Book  of 
Constitutions.  Can  we  moderns,  at  this  di.stance,  155  years  later, 
consistently  charge  Brother  Anderson  with  interpolations,  altera- 
tions, and  Scotch  idioms,  which,  granting  they  were  made,  must 
have  been  made  upon  sufficient  grounds,  since  they  were  approved 
by  the  Masons  of  that  time,  and  also  by  the  Grand  Lodge?  What 
author  of  to-day  would  desire  to  be  held  responsible  for  changes  and 
corrections  made  in  his  MSS.  by  a  dozen  critical  reviewers? 

"Are  we  not  then  justified  in  assuming  that  the  changes  which  were 
made  in  the  phraseology  were  fullv  warranted,  having  the  sanction 
of  the  highest  governing  body  of  the  Craft,  and  also  of  prominent 
members  who  were  his  contemporaries?  If  so.  Article  XIII.,  as 
(iefmed  in  the  1738  edition,  must  stand  as  authority  upon  these  dis- 
puted questions  as  to  degrees  and  their  number. 

"We  desire  to  express  our  great  obligations  to  Brother  R.  F. 
Gould  for  favors  received,  and  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  disabuse 
our  mind  of  what  appears  to  him  as  erroneous  conclusions.     While 
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not  fully  agreeing:  with  him  upon  some  points,  no  one  more  lully 
appreciates  the  great  work  he  has  done  in  the  domain  of  Masonic 
hisfory  and  research.  The  labors  of  the  historian  must,  however, 
be  supplemented  by  those  of  the  symbolist  before  definite  conclu- 
sions can  be  reached.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  he  regards  the 
secrets  of  Masonry  whether  conveyed  in  two  or  three  si^-ps  as  of 
great  antiquity,  and  that  if  in  two,  the  two  contained  primarily  ail 
that  was  amplified  into  three.  In  shorr,  that  there  was  no  ^''owth;  an 
idea  that  we  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  combat  in  these  Reports. 
We  have  strenuou-ily  maintained  that  restoration  should  engage  the 
attention  and  labors  of  tbe  Masonic  student,  and  we  know  whereof 
we  speak,  having  sat  at  the  feet  of  some  of  the  venerable  architects 
who  have  been  for  a  lifetime  engaged  in  this  great  and  glorious 
undertaking.  As  we  stated  last  year.  Masonry  has  lost  more  of  its 
own  distinctive  riches  in  the  past  century  than  have  been  added 
to  it.'* 

•*From  Bro  R.  F.  Gould's  valuable  paper  on  *The  Antiquity  of 
M?sonic Symbolism,'  which  he  kindly  furnished  us,  and  which  was 
read  before  the  Lodge  Quatuor  Coronaii  of  London,  and  commented 
upon  by  many  distinguished  members,  we  desire  to  reproduce  a  few 
of  the  remarks  of  himstlf  and  others. 

"In  this  paper  Bro.  Gould  says: 

**  *But  to  pass  into  a  higher  sphere  of  criticism,  we  may  infer  from 
the  *Defense  of  Masonry'  having  been  reprinted  with  the  Book  of 
Constitution,  1738.  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  leading  Masonic 
authorities  the  ancient  'Fabrick'  (of  Masonry)  had  sustained  such 
ravages  at  the  hands  of  time  and  negU.ct,  as  to  raise  doubts  as  to 
iunv  mucii  ^//[italics  his]  was  still  remaining.' 

* 'Again: 

**  In  other  uords,  if  the  symbolism  (or  ceremonial)  of  Masonry  is 
older  than  the  year  1717,  there  is  practically  no  limit  whatever  of  age 
that  can  be  assigned  to  it.  After  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge, 
there  was  centralization.  Before  it  there  was  none.  Each  Lodge 
then  met  by  inherent  rij^ht,  and  even  if  we  go  so  tar  as  to  admit  the 
possibility  of  new  and  strange  practices  being  introduced  into  any 
oae  of  them,  there  was  no  higher  body  by  whose  authority  these 
innovations  could  have  been  imposed  on  the  other  Lodges.  To  put 
it  in  another  way.  If  we  once  get  beyond  or  behind  the  year  1717, 
i,  <r.,  in  the  domain  of  Ancient  Masonry,  and  again  look  back,  the 
vista  is  perfectly  illimitable,  without  a  speck  or  shadow  to  break  the 
continuity  of  view  which  is  presented  to  us.' 

"Bro.  W.  J.  Hughan,  in  his  comments,  said  that  to  his  mind  de- 
j^ees,  as  we  understand  them,  were  wholly  modern,  but  that 
Masonic  Symbolism  goes  back  to  prehistoric  times. 

"We  quote  from  Bro.  J.  Ramsden  Riley's  views  the  following: 

••  'Personally,  I  have  long  held  the  opinion  that,  both  the  ceremo- 
nial and  ritual  (in  a  somewhat   crude  form,  but  sufficient   as  a   real 
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ground-work)  must  have  been  known  to  the  'Jlevivalists*  of  1717.  I 
have  never  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  a  number  of  individuals 
(and  particularly  Masons)  thrn  met  together  to  frame  a  fiew  and  suck 
a  Tvondraus  system^  [italics  hi:*]  nor  can  1  yet  understand  how  the  mem- 
bers of  four  Lodges  could  a^ee  to  that  which,  if  new  to  them^  must 
have  excited  the  ridicule,  it  not  the  disgust  of  other  Masons.  We 
know  there  were  many  Masons  in  London  besides  those  of  the  'four 
old  Lodges/  but  setting  tnt'se  aside,  is  it  reasimable  to  suppose  that 
the  older  members  of  the  Lodges  which  met  at  the  Apple  Tree 
Tavern  (and  there  are  always  old  members)  would  quietly  acquiesce 
in  the  formation  of  a  system  and  ceremonial  previously  unknown  to 
them?* 

'*Bro.  W.  H.  Rylands  said  he  agreed  with  Bro.  Gould  in  his  main 
contention.  It  had  always  appeared  to  him  impossible  to  imagine 
that  in  1717  an  entirely  new  system  arose.  Gradual  changes  there 
were  no  doubt,  and  supplemental  matter  may  have  been  introduced; 
but  to  his  mind  the  grttater  partof  oui  sym)>olism  certainly  anteced- 
ed  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 

"From  Bro  Speth*sable  commentary  we  re-produce  the  follow- 
ing: 

"'^ First. — From  the  14th  to  the  I8th  centuries  two  ceremonies  ex- 
isted— that  of  making  Masons,  or  binding  to  the  Craft — and  that  of 
passing  Masters  and  admitting  to  the  Fellowship. 

**  ^Second. — That  there  were  secrets,  other  than  those  of  the  manip- 
ulation of  stone  attached  to  each. 

"  *  7Aiy^.— That  the  Masons  of  1717  inherited  symbolism  of  the 
meaning  of  which  they  were  ignorant,  and 

*'  ^Fourth  — That  to  produce  this  ignorance  a  long  course  of  decay 
and  deterioration  must  have  obtained,  thus  carrying  our  symbolism 
back  for  an  indefinite  period/ 

'The  consideration  of  these  important  questions  has  already  ex- 
ceeded the  limits  assigned  at  the  outset,  but  we  believe  our  space 
has  been  well  occupied,  and  that  the  brethren  of  our  jurisdiction 
will  derive  valuable  information  from  a  careful  perusal  of  these  focts 
and  speculations  concerning  our  ancient  origin  and  symbolism,  and 
the  division  of  Masonry  into  degrees." 


CONNECTICUT— io6th  Annual,  January,  1894. 

At  an  emergent  Communication  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the 
cornerstone  of  a  Masonic  building,  on  July  3,  1893,  a  very  interest- 
ing address  on  the  earlier  history  of  Freemasonry  within  the  pro- 
vince was  delivered,  which  must  have  proved  of  great  interest  to 
those  present,  for  even  we,  at  this  great  distance,  were  gratified  a 
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its  perusal.  In  it  the  difficulties  which  the  anti-Masonic  excitement 
from  1826  to  1832  were  somewhat  shown,  and  the  sturdy  adherence 
of  our  brethren  to  duty  and  oblig:ation 

The  p.imphlet  contains  a  portrait  of  the  Grand  Master  Samuel 
Bassett,  and  a  picture  of  the  old  tavern  where  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  organized. 

Grand  Master  Ba<«sett  opened  this  Communication,  and  at  it  was 
sung  the  following  invocation  from  the  pen  of  Grand  Secretary  J. 
K.  Wheeler: 


OPENING  ODE. 

Come  let  our  anthems  rise, 
And  pierce  the  vaulted  skies. 

To  Him  above. 
Let  all  our  voices  blend, 
Our  joyful  song  ascend, 
To  Him  our  truest  friend. 

The  God  of  Love 

Come  let  our  voices  raise. 
Our  earnest  prayer  and  praise. 

With  pure  desire; 
That  heaven's  sacred  dower. 
May  consecrate  this  hour, 
With  true  celestial  power, 

A  flaming  fire. 

Father,  to  Thee  we  bring. 
Our  humble  offering, 

With  one  accord. 
O !  may  we  through  each  day. 
In  all  we  do  or  say. 
To  Thee  all  glory  pay, 
Jehovah  Lord. 

There  are  on  the  roll  110  Lodges,  every  one  of  which  vyas  repre- 
sented. The  number  of  Master  Masons  reported  being  16,(>47,  and 
the  increase  334.  There  was  but  a  small  difference  between  the 
number  affiliated  and  that  dimitted,  while  usually  the  latter  greatly 
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outnumbered  the  former.    The  suspensions  and  expulsions  are  very 
few. 

Grand  Master  Bassett  was  to  some  extent  pleased,  thou^rh  disap- 
pointed, with  the  Masonic  Congress,  as  evinced  by  the  followin^i:, 
from  his  address: 

"As  to  the  significance  of  the  sratherins:;  a  few  brethren  seemed 
imnres«!ed  with  the  idea  that  a  Congress  of  Masons  was  necessarily 
a  'Maronic  Congress,*  upon  the  heaving  breasts  of  a  verv  few 
gleamed  the  polished  brass  of  high  official  station,  as  'the  rulers  of 
the  Craft,*  but  the  assembly  soon  made  it  understood,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Mark  Twain,  that  we  'were  but  a  handful  of  private  citi- 
zens, traveling  for  recreation — and  unostentatiously,  as  became  our 
unofficial  state.' 

"A  number  of  Masonic  questions  were  discussed,  and  views  look 
the  form  of  votes,  but  no  matters  w^'re  presented  which  were  not  a 
part  of  the  stork  questions,  upon  a  part  of  which  Grand  Lodges 
have  made  peremptory  decisions,  and  the  remainders  belong  to  the 
moot  questions,  which  being  matters  of  pleasure,  and  not  of  written 
law,  will  only  be  settled  when  growmg  practice  enlarges  into  uni- 
formity It  was  a  most  delightful  gathering,  and  the  brethren  of 
Chicago  and  Illinois  will  lone:  be  gratefully  remembered  for  their 
jarge-hearted.  generous  hospitality.*' 

He  reported  the  withdrawal  of  the  charter  of  a  Lodge  because  of 
great  bitterness  of  feeling  and  an  intense  want  of  harmony  among^ 
the  brethren,  which  was  approved  by  Grand  Lodge,  and  as  the 
Charter,  etc.,  had  not  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary, as  required,  the  Master  Mason  was  ordered  "to  appear  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  explain  why  the  Charter  was  not  returned, 
etc."  This  prompt  and  decisive  action  brought  on  the  second  day 
of  the  session  a  petition  from  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Lodge,  expressing  "hearty  apology  for  any  act  or  word  of  (the 
Lodge)  or  its  members,  etc.,"  whereupon  the  matter  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Grand  Master. 

Grand  Lodge  approved  of  the  recommendation  of  that  of  Color- 
ado for  memorial  exercises  at  the  grave  of  Washington,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee. 

The  per  capita  tax  is  but  twenty  cents,  and  Lodges  are  authorized 
to  deduct  .iH  members  who  have  been  Masons  thirty  years. 

Henry  O.  Warner,  New  Milford,  G.  M. 

Jas.  K.  Wheeler,  Hartford,  G.  Sec'y. 
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This  latter,  as  usual,  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  f^iving 
Alabama  for  1892  an  approving  glance.  He  seems  pleased  at  the 
movement  made  for  a  Home,  but  ere  this  he  has  seen  that  no  report 
was  made  by  the  Trustees  appointed,  leading  to  the  fair  infer- 
ence that  it  was  *'t"fj^  ft  preterea  nihil,'*  It  is  a  very  good  thing  to 
make  good  resolutions,  but  far  better  to  produce  good  actions.  As 
much  as  we  have  heretofore  desired  to  see  a  Home,  we  some  time 
since  began  to  fear  that  action  now  would  be  premature,  and  have 
cautioned  our  brethren  to  go  slow,  as  no  movement  would  be  better 
than  failure  after  movement. 

Likeourself,  he  can  find  but  little  use  in  the  Grand  Representa- 
tive system,  and  asks,  ''Why  carry  their  honors  with  such  pomp  and 
do  so  little  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft?*'  And  a^ain,  *'Th^  practical 
results  growing  out  of  this  custom  we  have  been  unable  to  discern.** 
Still  elsewhere,  "The  only  duty  we  know  for  them,  is  to  wear  their 
emblems  of  office  with  modesty,  sit  in  some  prominent  position,  and 
look  wise,  'wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  asdovt:s.'  ** 

He  thinks  that  any  Grand  Lodge  holding  a  perpetual  jurisdiction 
cannot  enforce  a  law  bevond  its  boundari**s  Yet  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion, one  who  has  been  rejected  bv  one  of  its  subordinates,  and  ob 
tains  the  degree  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  cannot  **be  recognized  as  a 
Mason,"  though  regulariv  made  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  that 
jurisdiction  and  a  legally  constituted  Lodge  The  sum  of  the  several 
edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  amount  to  the  same,  yet 
provision  for  healing  is  made. 

Alluding  to  some  remarks  of  Bro.  Schultz,  of  Maryland,  who  de- 
fended the  action  of  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Connecticut,  in  sending  a 
brother  Mason  to  the  alms-house,  mention  of  which  was  made  in 
our  Report  for  1892,  and  in  reply  he  says: 

•*Are  we  to  understand,  Rro.  Shultz,  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
would  «<?/ be  justified  in  permanently  sequestering  the  Charter  of 
a  Lodge  that  would  do  nothing  for  one  of  its  indigent,  sick  and  aged 
members,  but  knowinglv  let  him  remain  in  the  town  poor-house? 
Wr  think  the  Charter  of  snch  a  Lodge  should  be  called  in,  for  such 
Masonry  would  be  only  a  travesty  and  a  disgrace  upon 
its  escutcheon,  and  still  more,  practically  annu!  all  Masonic  obli- 
gations, which  underlie  both  \\\k:  toritten  and  unwritten  law  of  \fasonry^ 
the  statement  of  Bro.  Shultz  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

And  yet, — what  is  a  Masonic  Home  but  a  Masonic  alms-house? 
This  is  the  great  objection  in  the  minds  of  many  of  them;  because 
of  the  publicity  given  to  poverty. 
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He  applauds  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Ohio  in  makinj^  a 
Mason  at  si(rht  of  one  who  had  liberally  contributed  to  the  Home, 
and  thinks  that  '*such  men  are  truly  prepared  in  the  heart.** 

We  regretfully  leave  him  (most  probably  we  will  meet  no  more 
here),  but  close  with  a  closinj^  paragraph  of  his: 

"The  Craft  is  growing  stroneer  with  each  succeeding  year,  and  it 
seems  to  us  the  prospect  is  very  bright  for  its  continuance.  There 
is  a  more  brothf'rlv  feeling  existing  within  the  universal  body  of  the 
Craft  than  ever  before,  and  a  stronger  effort  to  carry  on  the  Divine 
injunction   of  conveying    peace  on  earth    and  good   will    toward 


men  ** 


CUBA — Annual,  March,   1894. 

Hy  a  slip  in  English  attached  to  first  page  of  this  pamphlet  the 
Grand  Secretary  informs  us  that  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  have  been  published  in  this  form  for  the  past  six  year;:,  the 
official  journal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  being  La  Gran  Logia.  in  which 
they  appeared. 

Thirty-seven  Lodges  appear  upon  the  roll,  but  what  may  be  their 
strength  or  what  amount  of  work  is  being  done,  does  not  appear. 

This  Grand  Lodge  holds  quarterly  sest*ions.  At  that  of  June, 
1803,  Segundo  Alvarez  is  announced  as  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama.  This  senor  is  ihe  M.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  find  in  his  Address  at 
the  Annual  Session  much  that  is  of  interest,  not  only  to  the  Craft 
there,  but  elsewhere.  We  who  live  in  free  countries,  or  where  the 
population  is  not  ridden  by  Priests,  both  booted  and  spurred,  can- 
not realize  the  difficulties  which  surround  our  brethren  in  Catholic 
countries.  He  mentions  that  the  doors  of  the  Church  were  closed 
against  a  little  child  and  baptism  refused,  because  the  godfather 
was  a  Master  of  one  of  the  Lodges. 

He  speaks  in  no  uncertain  tones  of  the  affiliation  with  the  Chap 
ter  of  the  Eastern  Star,  or  other  "Orders  of  Adoption"  as  beings  in 
violation  of  the   landmarks  of  Masonry    and  as    tending  to  "very 
unfavorable  results.'' 

Segundo  Alvarez,  Havana,  G.  M. 
Jose  F.  Pellon,  Havana,  G.  Ser*y. 

Francisco  de  P  Rodriguez,  Chairman,  presented  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  in  which  Alabama  for  18{)3  holds  her  usual  placCt 
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It  grives  a  fair,  but  succinct  account  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges 
reviewed.  At  the  close  of  the  volume  is  a  lengthy  correspondence 
which  we  have  not  had  time  to  translate;  for  to  do  thfs  is  a  labor  to 
us,  not  having  used  the  language  now  for  forty  years,  and  there  is 
no  one  near  to  whom  we  can  refer. 

DELAWARE — 87TH   Annual,  October,  1893. 

Lodges,  21;  Master  Masons.  1,926;  Gain,  82;  Cash  on  hand,  {1,459 

M.*.  W.' .  Grand  Master  John  B.  Book  opened  at  this  Session,  and 
presided. 

He  is  gratified  at  the  condition  of  the  Craft  and  the  zeal  displayed 
in  the  discrimination  of  the  principles  of  Freemasonry.  They  have 
not.  however,  yet  been  able  to  glory  in  uniformity  of  work.  Never- 
theless Lodges  of  instruction  are  being  held,  and  the  hope  is  enter- 
tained that  this  desideratum  will  yet  be  soon  accomplished. 

He  submitted  the  Circular  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania, 
withdrawing  all  Representatives. 

In  this  jurisdiction,  where  an  officer  or  officers  are  re-elected  or 
reappointed,  reinstallation  is  not  deemed)necessary,  as  appears  from 
the  Report  in  relation  to  Grand  Chaplain  and  Grand  Tyler. 

The  business  was  local  in  character,  and  disposed  of  with  dis- 
patch. 

Eldad  L.  Clarke.  Dover,  G.  M. 

Benj.  F.  Bartram,  Wilmington,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  L.  H.  lackson  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
made  in  a  very  succinct  and  happy  style.  Alabama  for  1892,  meets 
with  fraternal  courtesy.  This  Report  betokens  industry  and  a 
desire  to  give  our  brethren  of  Delaware  a  clear  view  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Craft  elsewhere. 

« 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— 83RD    Annual.   Nov.,    1893. 

Many  Special  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  as  well  as 
the  Semi-Annual.  At  one  of  the  Specials  the  Grand  Master,  call- 
ing the  Grand  Lecturer  to  the  East,  wno,  appointing  for  the  several 
other  officers,  proceeded  to  illustrate  the  .«everal  Degrees. 

At  the  Semi-Annual  Grand  Master  G.  C.  Williamson  delivered 
his  Address,  in  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  the  desire  of  brethren  for  Diplomas,  and  Grand  Lodge,  after 
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consideration  at  the  Annual    Communication,  authorized  the  pur- 
chase of  a  larg^e  number  and  their  issuance  to  every  Master  Mason 
in  eood  standing^  "gratuitously  " 
Orand  Lodge  also  at  this  session  adopted  the  following: 

*  *  Rt'sohed,    That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  (Irand  Loige  th-*t  the  con- 
stituent Lodges  possess  the  power  to  issue  Certificates  of  Identifi- 
cation to  such  members  of  a    deceased    brother's  family    as    they 
in  their  discretion  may  deem  proper." 

The  law  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  makes  it  obligatory  to 
furnish  such  "to  the  widows  or  orphans"  of  a  deceased  member  in 
good  standing  at  the  time  of  his  death  * 'under  seal  **  "without  any 
application  or  charge  therefor.  ** 

At  a  Special  a  proposition  was  made  to  join  in  the  celebration  of 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the 
Capitol,  which  was,  however,  declined,  "unless  invited  to  do  so  by 
Congressional  authority,"  "and  when  so  invited  this  Grand  Lodge 
will  give  the  subject  respectful  consideration." 

We  find  that  it  is  obligatory  on  every  member  present  at  the  time 
of  the  ballot,  to  vote  on  every  petition,  and  that  the  W.  M.  cannot 
excuse  any  one. 

Grand  Master  in  his  Address  at  the  Annual,  to  a  question,  ruled, 
"that  a  brother  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  his  Lodge  for  N.  P.  D. 
is  not  entitled  toMar.onic  burial,"  and  the  Committee  on  furispru- 
dence  say  that  such  an  one  "stands  in  the  position  of  an  unaffiliated 
Mason."    They  therefore  modify  the  ruling  as  follows: 

^' Under  such  circumstances^  your  Committee  believe  that  inasmuch 
as  there  is  no  law  of  this  Grand  Lodge  pmhihitinj^  Masonic  burial  to 
an  unaffiliated  Mason,  a  Lodge  would  have  the  power  of  granting 
it  at  the  request  of  the  family  of  the  deceased  brother." 

Which  modification  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

A  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  issued  by  the  Grand  Master, 
and  this  was  found  worthy  of  a  Charter. 

The  number  of  Lodges  is  now  2.i\\  with  a  membership  of  4,711, 
and  a  gain  of  101 . 

The  table  "showing  th*»  financial  condition"  of  the  several  Lodges 
is  a  most  gratifying  exhibit,  and  we  would  that  every  Lodge  in  Ala- 
bama would  or  could  study  it,  for  if  done  we  think  much  good  would 
result. 

When  speaking  of  the  Masonic  Congress  the  Grand  Master  says: 
"I  am  convinced  that  the  wisdom  of  that  body  is  shown  as  much  in 
what  it  did  not  attempt  to  do,  as  in  that  which  it  did  do." 


-     -  -      ■■  '^llil  liiiill*      II       II ^    . L.T^' 
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The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  appointment  of  all  officers 
from  ^rand  Marshal  down,  and  the  Committee  and  Grand  Lodge 
approved  the  recommendation. 

Henry  S.  Merrill,  Washington,  D.  C,  G.  M. 
Wm.  R.  Singleton,  Washington,  D.  C,  G.  Sec*y. 

This  last  very  able  and  veteran  writer  of  these  Reports  again  pre- 
sented this,  containing  a  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  Alabama  for 
1892.  We  are  pleased  at  finding  it  not  so  bellicose  as  some  of  the 
later  ones,  and  in  consequence  the  more  interesting  and  instructive. 
We  are  always  pleased  with  his  searches  after  the  hidden  treasures 
of  Masonry,  and  the  truth  as  it  should  be  exhibited,  though  we  do 
not  always  agree  with  him  in  his  deductions.  We,  however,  give  you 
a  short  extract  from  his  conclusion,  only  adding,  "who  shall  decide 
while  the  doctors  disagree?" 

"Some  one  has  very  well  said:  *A  scientist  is  one  who  is  seeking 
for  truth  and  when  he  finds  it  he  does  uDt  contradict  it  because  it 
accords  not  with  his  preconceived  ideas — his  pet  theory.^  Those  who 
years  ago  Min>ed  ^nd  taught  the  theories  which  were  formulated  from 
they^/fj  in  Masonry  never  had  any  evidence  of  the  truthfulness  of 
these  fai'ies.  Recent  examinations  into  the  origin  of  our  present 
system  of  Masonry  have  taught  us  that  the  theories  promulgated  in 
the  eighteenth  century  had  no  proper  foundation.  The  advocates 
of  these  theories  have  again  and  again  been  asked  to  produce  any 
evidence,  but,  like  the  modern  advocates  of  the  various  hypotheses 
in  natural  sciences  and  also  in  philosophemes.  have  produced 
nothing  but  probabilities  such  as  are  advocated  in  Masonry  at  the 
present  day.  The  fact  is  patent  that  should  these  brethren  give 
up  their  contention  they  must  very  materially  alter  much  of  their 
jurisprudence.*' 

FLORIDA — 65TH  Annual,  January,  1894. 

The  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample 
form,  by  M  \  W.'.  Grand  Master  Martius  Endel,  at  Jacksonville,  on 
the  10th  of  January.  1894.  The  Grand  Master  "congratulates  the 
Craft  upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  Masonry  throughout  the 
State,  and  upon  the  marked  and  gratifying  progress  made  during 
the  year."  The  tabular  statement  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows 
the  membership  numbers  4,147,  while  the  increase  was  293.  Nine 
Lodges  received  Charters  at  this  Communication. 

Grand  Master  says  as  other  Grand  Masters  have  said  something 

as  pertinent  to  Alabama  as  Florida,  as  follows: 

"If  the  officers  and  brethren  of  the  various  Lodges  had  taken 
pains  to  look  up  the  law,  plain  as  it  is  in  our  comprehensive  digest 
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and  fortnf;,  they  could  have  easily  5teen  what  the  rule  was,  and  saved 
themselves,  as  well  as  the  Grand  Master,  the  vast  amount  of  awork 
created;  and  in  many  instances  such  references  would  have  Kiven 
ready  an<;wersin  less  time  than  was  occupied  in  penning  the  inquiry. 
While  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  reply  courteously  and  promptly 
in  every  case,  yet  I  would  urjje  upon  the  brethren  the  necessity  of 
making^  themselves  more  proficient  in  our  jurisprudence." 

He  rebuked  the  disposiMon  and  tendency  to  send  begging:  circu- 
lars to  home  Lodges,  and  foreign  ones. 

He  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the  proposition  of  Colorado  for 
centennial  memorial  services  at  the  tomb  of  Washington  for  its 
action,  and  the  conclusion  reached  was  to  postpone  action  until  the 
opportunity  should  have  been  left  the  Old  Virginia  Lodge,  "to  take 
the  lead  in  such  celebration  ** 

A  resolution  was  introduced  and  referred,  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  of  North  America,  but 
Grand  Lodge  thought  that  "each  jurisdiction  ought  to  be  a  sover- 
eign body  of  itself,"  and  it  was  not  adopted .  And  Grand  Lodge 
then  repealed  a  resolution  of  1870,  which  "in  a  quasi  manner'*  gave 
the  consent  and  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida  to  such  a 
movement. 

An  oration  full  of  wisdom  and  wholesome  instruction  to  the 
Craft  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  Reginald  H.  Weller. 

VVm.  Forsyth  Bynum,  Fort  White,  G.  M. 
Albert  J.  Russell,  Jacksonville,  G.  Sec'y. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

GEORGIA — 107TH  Annual,  October.  1893 

■ 

Three  hundred  and  ninety  Lodges  compose  this  Grand  Lodge.  Its 
membership  is  10,<>f)4,  and  tlw  increase  durinethe  year  was  848.  Its 
finances  are  in  excellent  condition  (thanks  to  Grand  Master  David- 
son) there  being  a  good  balance  of  more'than  fJJ,0()()  on  hand. 

The  portrait  of  the  venerable  Grand  Secretary.  A.  M.  Wolihin, 
graces  this  volume. 

Grand  Master  J.  S.  Davidson,  in  his  address,  rises  frequently  with 
elo{juence.  It  is  full  on  every  subject.  By  it  we  find  that  Georgia 
and  Alabama  alike  hold  that  reversion  by  Grand  Lod|^  of  a  sen- 
tence of  expulsion  by  a  Lodge  restores  the  brother  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry,  but  not  to  membership  in  his  Lodge,  but  there 
an  applicant  on  a  petition  for  a  new  Lodge  need  not  have  previously 
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dimitted,  while  here  the  dimits  must  accompany  the  petition. 
His  decisions  number  73. 

Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges  were  granted,  and  Charters 
granted  to  G. 

Of  Reports  on  Correspondence,  the  Grand  Master  says: 

"He  who  will  venture  upon  the  examination  of  the  well  written 
and  ably  prepared  reports  of  the  different  Grand  Lodges  of  this  and 
other  countries,  will  soon  comprehend  what  seems  to  be  an  almost 
startling  fact  in  human  experience,  that  in  Freemasonry,  more  than 
in  any  other  organization,  there  is  greater  uniformity  of  utterances, 
a  closer  union  of  design,  and  a  nearer  approach  in  practice  to  that 
sublime  declaration,  that  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth  appeals 
while  life  doth  last  to  all  who  would  worthily  iib  burdens  wear. 
The  Mason  who  bows  to  the  letter  G,  amid  the  frozen  hills  of  frigid 
zone,  is  in  all  things,  as  a  Mason,  the  counterpart  of  that  one  who 
makes  obeisance  in  tropic  clime." 

He,  like  all  Masons  who  love  the  Order,  is  greatly  exercised  on 
the  subject  of  dimitted  Masons,  and  how  their  numbers  may  be 
diminished,  and  makes  some  recommendations  thereon,  and  in  this 
connection  says: 

* 'There  seems  to  be  a  wide-spread  difference  of  opinion  among 
even  the  better  informed  members  of  the  Craft  upon  the  subject  of 
non-afifiliates,  their  rights,  duties  and  disabilities.  The  matter  in 
different  forms  has  been  very  frequently  submitted  to  me  for  decis- 
ion, and  I  confess  to  some  embarra.ssment  at  times  to  know  how  the 
question  should  be  ruled.  In  all  Lodges  there  exists  a  natural  and 
laudable  desire  to  have  a  large  and  efficient  membership.  In  all 
Lodves  there  are  more  or  less  cases  of  dimii  holders.  The  effort 
to  secure  their  return  has  led  to  many  and  diverse  actions.  Some 
Lodges  will,  under  no  condition,  permit  them  to  visit  exceeding 
three  times  eacn  year;  some  deny  them  all  Masonic  recognition 
whatever;  some  refu.se  burial,  even  as  Masonic  grace,  while  others 
carry  liberality  of  action  beyond  the  limit  of  a  wise  discretion.  I 
apprehend  that  the  subject  matter  of  dimits  and  their  consequences 
needs  investigation  and  revision.  We  do  not  wish  any  Mason  to 
leave  the  fold,  but  we  would  be  unwise  if  we  failed  to  recognize  the 
fact  that  sometimes  it  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  applicant,  absolutely 
necessary  for  him  to  go.  \\ant  of  n'eans,  ill  health,  personal  sur- 
roundings and  many  such  causes,  lead  to  his  retirement  from  active 
membership.  Does  it  not  seem  reasonable  that  in  such  cases  a  dif- 
ferent rule  should  be  applied  than  that  which  may  be  invoked  in  the 
case  of  one  who  wilfully  and  from  some  unworthy  motive  leaves  the 
Altar  and  strides  angrily  through  the  outer  door?  The  present 
Edicts  and  By-Laws  upon  the  subject  of  dimits  were  enacted  some 
years  ago.  These  iaws  have  not  changed,  while  the  institution  has 
rapidly  advanced  and  more  rapidly  increased  in  membership,  and  I 
believe  that,  except  in  matters  of  morals  and  principles,  it  is  univer- 
sally true  that  times  change   and  men    change  with   them.    How 
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many  of  us,  except  in  essentials*  entertain  upon  any  subject  the 
same  views  we  earnestly  urged  twenty  years  ago.  There  are  many 
subjfcts  which  I  have  heard  debated  on  the  floor  of  this  body  in 
years  agone  upon  which  the  debaters  have  to  day  changed  posi-' 
tions.  and  would  now  discuss  them  with  sides  reversed.  A  capful 
examination  of  the  whole  matter  has  convinced  me  of  three  things: 
(1.)  That  the  law  upon  the  subicct  o*"  dimits  will  be  improved  by 
some  alteration.  (2.)  That  many  dimiited  Masons  could  be  recalled 
if  Subordinate  Lodges,  were  given  larger  control  over  the  subject, 
with  proper  safeguards  to  prevent  radical  action;  and  (3  )  That  to 
properly  formulate  the  changes  needed,  the  reasons  which  induce 
the  petition  for  a  dimit  should  be  made  known  by  the  applicant 
therefor." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  recommended  that  the  matter 
because  of  its  importance,  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee. 

A  resolution  was  introduced  to  lessen  the  dues  to  Grand  Lodge, 
but  the  Finance  Committee,  when  reporting  on  it,  show  that  unless 
the  per  diem  and  mileage  be  correspondingly  reduced,  there  would 
not  be  left  enough  for  the  ordinary  expenses  ot  Grand  Lodge,  and 
so  the  measure  was  deemed  impracticable.  A  motion  was  sul>se- 
(lUf  ntly  made  to  reduce  the  mileage  from  10  to  o  cents  per  mile,  but 
this  was  promptly  tabled.  Thus  it  is.  We  remember  when  two 
amendments  to  our  Constitution  were  simultaneously  submitted  to 
the  Ledges,  one  to  pay  mileage  and  per  diem,  the  other  to  author- 
ize Grand  Lodge  to  raise  the  dues  to  enable  it  to  do  so,  the  first  was 
promptly  adopted,  while  the  other  was  emphatically  set  down  on. 
Much  more  ready  to  receive  than  to  give. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  had  much  before  it. 

Complaint  having  been  made  of  a  W.  M.  having  been  drunk  be* 
fore  starting  and  on  the  train  coming  to  Grand  Lodge,  enquiry  was 
immediately  instituted,  and  when  the  Committee  reported  the  com- 
plaint sustained,  he  was  arraigned,  tried  and  expelled  by  Grand 
Lodge.     Well  done,  brethren. 

John  S.  David.son,  Augusta,  G.  M. 
Andrew  M.  VVolihin,  Macon,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  production  of  Bros. 
W.  E.  Mumford  and  W\  S.  Ramsey.  Alabama  for  1S})2,  finds  its 
usual  place  and  receives  kind  treatment.  Liberal  quotations  are 
approvingly  made  from  Grand  Master  Morrow's  address.  Brother 
Mumford  reviews  our  Re|)ort,  giving  us  some  commendation,  and 
then  heartily  slapping  us,  without  doubt,  pretty  truthfully. 

Having  devoted  so  much  space  to  Georgia,  we  bid  these  review* 
ers  a  fraternal  farewell. 
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•  

IDAHO — 26TH  Annual,  September,  1893, 

Grand  Master  I.  C.  Haitabaugh,  who  opened  this  Grand  Lodge, 
in  his  address  says  of  the  Craft: 

"Every  fiber  of  the  business  of  our  nation  is  affected  by  unrest, 
uncertainty,  and  fear;  and  for  this  reason,  we  cannot  boast  of  much 
material  progress  during  the  year  just  passed;  but  it  is  a  source  of 
pride  and  encouragement  that  our  great  body  is  in  a  state  of 
healthy  activity,  sound  and  full  of  vitality." 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  24  working  Lodges;  membership, 
1030,  being  an  increase  over  1892  of  89. 

Orphan's  Fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  $20,G10. 

He  authorized  the  formation  of  two  ne^v  Lodges,  which  were 
found  worthy  to  be  Chartered  at  this  Communication. 

He  thinks  of  Representatives  that  "their  names  are  simply  placed 
in  alphabetical  order  annually  in  our  Proceedings,  and  that  is  about 
the  extent  of  their  labors."  He  is  evidently  not  in  love  wiih  the 
system,  and  forces  the  question  of  "cui   bono"  in  this  age  of  work. 

He  reported  one  who  had  been  suspended  N.  P.  D.  attending  a 
Lodge  at  a  funeral,  and  Grand  Lodge  ordered  this  Lodge  to  put 
him  on  trial. 

James  A^  Pinney,  Boise  City,  G.  M. 

James  H.  Wickersham,  Boise  City,  G.  Sec'y- 

Bro.  Charles  C.  Stevenson  comes  to  the  front  once  more  with  a 
pleasant  and  agreeable  resume  of  the  Proceedings  of  other  Grand 
Lodges.  We  are  pleased  to  find  those  of  our  own  loved  Alabama 
where  she  is  usually  placed,  and  to  meet  with  such  fraternal  greet- 
ing. We  are  pleased  to  also  find  here  so  fully  agreeing  with  our 
views  on  the  use  of  cyphers.  Indeed  we  have  almost  been  of  late 
induced  to  think  that  the  attentive  ear  no  longer  receives  the  sound 
from  the  instructive  tongue,  and  that  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry 
must  be  more  safely  lodged  in  cyphers  than  faithful  breasts.  We 
give  his  words,  however: 

"Absolute  uniformity  in  the  work,  he  says,  could  not  be  secured 
unless  by  means  repugnant  to  our  O.  B.  and  landmarks.  Correct ! 
It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  attain  uniformity,  for  no  two  men  are 
capable  of  memorizing  and  repeating  the  same  paragraph  alike. 
Each  Grand  Jurisdiction  has  awoik;  try  to  adhere  to  that  work  as 
near  as  possible;  above  all,  deliver  it  impressh'dy,  and  then  apply  the 
sentiment  and  the  inbtructions  in  daily    life,  to  make  us    all    better 
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men  and  citizens,  and  we  will  have    accomplished  all  that  is  neces- 
sary." 

He,  in  conclusion,  thus  appeals  to  his  brethren: 

'Dear  Idaho  brethren,  let  me  ur^e  you  one  and  all  to  read  more 
Masonry.  It  will  endear  you  to  the  science  and  make  you  more 
companionable  with  the  Craft.  In  your  Lod(i:es  select  some  brother 
to  read  a  Masonic  essay;  in  your  homes  read  your  text- books,  etc., 
and  post  yourselves  in  the  historv  of  the  Order.  Especially  is  this 
beneficial  to  the  youn^  Mason.  You  did  Majons  know  that  this  is 
right,  and  should  urge  the  young  to  read  and  study.'* 

ILLINOIS — 54TH  Annual,  October  1893. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  with  its  48,222  affiliated  Ma- 
sons (second  only  to  New  York)  for  above  communication  is  for- 
tunately at  hand.  We  missed  it  last  year,  but  why,  "no  man 
knoweth."  There  are  within  this  jurisdiction  713  Lodges,  and  the 
gain  during  the  year  was  2,227.  These  Lodges  contributed  to  the 
relief  of  their  own  needy  members,  widows  and  orphans  $18,31)9  and 
for  the  relief  of  those  not  members,  ^,332,  while  giving  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Home  t5S4. 

Grand  Master  Monroe  C.  Crawford  issued  Dispensations  for  the 
organization  of  nine  new  Lodges,  all  of  which,  save  one,  received 
charters.  • 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  duly  and  fraternsilly  recog- 
nized and  cordially  welcomed. 

We  find  the  following  amendment  to  the  by-laws  proposed  and 
laid  over  for  the  next  Annual  Communication: 

No.  I.  Amend  Article  X,  Pait  First,  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  by 
addim;  a  new  section,  numbered  //zv,  as  follows: 

Skction  5.  Electioneering  in  any  way  for  one's  self  for  office  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  is  prohibited  as  un-Ma.sonic,  and  any  member 
found  guilty  of  the  offense  shall  be  ineligible  to  office;  and  if  already 
an  officer,  shall  forfeit  the  office  held  by  him. 

No.  H.  Amend  Article  VI,  Part  Second,  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws, 
by  adding  to  Section  2  the  following: 

A9ui^  priK'ided  further ^  That  any  member  found  guilty  of  election- 
eering for  himself  for  othce  in  the  Lodge  shall  be  ineligib'e  to  office, 
and  if  already  an  officer,  shall  forfeit  the  office  held  by  him. 

Skction  2,  Article  VI,  Part  Second,  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  as 
proposed  to  be  amended  u'ill  read  as  follows: 

Section  2.  Any  member  of  the  Lodge  Qualified  to  vote  in  the 
ek'Ciion  of  officers,  shall  be  eligible  to  otiice  in  the  Lodge,  except 
that  of  Master;  PrrriJcd^  That  no  member  shall  hold  more  than  one 
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office  in  the  Lodge  at  the  same  time;  And,  provided  furtfur.  That  any 
member  found  guilty  ol  electioneering  for  himself  for  office  in 
the  Lodge,  shall  be  ineligible  to  office,  and,  if  already  an  officer, 
shall  forfeit  the  office  held  by  him. 

All  of  which  is  eminently  proper,  but  we  sincerely  regret  that  any 
necessity  for  them  should  have  arisen. 
$5()0  were  appropriated  to  the  Masonic  Home. 

Of  one  of  the  Lodges  the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.  D.  say: 

**The  records  of  this  Lodge  are  neither  mtclligible  nor  correct,  and 
reflect  no  credit  upon  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  nor  upon  the 
brethren  who  are  responsible  for  its  creation.  By-laws  are  regu- 
larly adopted  and  are  in  proper  form. 

Nevertheless  they  recommend  a  charter  which  was  granted. 

To  Brother  Loyal  L.  Munti  with  whom  we  have  become  familiar  as 
the  Grand  Secretary,  we  must  say  farewell,  for  he  withdrew  from  re- 
election and  the  Grand  Lodge  passed  resolutions  indicative  of  their 
esteem  and  confidence,  with  which  we  are  much  pleased. 

Leroy  A.  Goddard,  Chicag<l  G.  M. 

J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Bloomington,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  fluent  pen  of  Brother 
Joseph  Robins,  P.*.  G.*.  M.'.and  is  such  as  few  possess  the  ability  to 
produce.  Alabama  for  WiYl  is  found  in  its  accustomed  place  and  meets 
with  courtesy  at  his  hands.  His  introduction  by  no  means  induces 
the  belief  that  the  laborers  of  the  Fraternal  Comgressgave  him  very 
great  pleasure.  This  is  our  inference  only  and  is  not  so  said  by 
him.  From  the  proceedings  before  him  he  makes  an  extract  and 
then  comments,  both  of  which  we  give: 

The  following,  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  was 
adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge  at  the  communica- 
tion in  1891,  adopting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, found  on  page  51  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
communication,  be  reversed  so  far  as  the  same  approves  the  ruling  of 
the  Grand  Master  contained  in  his  address  of  that  year  and  num- 
t>ered  6;  and  that  said  ruling  number  6  be  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  report  on  the  same  at  the  earliest  time 
practicable. 

The  ruling  referred  to  expresses  a  truth  that  is  self-evident,  unless 
there  is  some  special  statutory  provision  to  the  contrary,  viz:  "The 
reinstatement  of  a  Mason  indefinitely  suspended  restores  him  to 
membership  as  well  as  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.'' 
The  subject  was  not  again  reached  at  this  communication. 
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He  considers  with  our  Grand  Lod^e  that  the  visitor  has  the  right 
to  demand  a  view  of  the  Charter  before  submitting  to  examination, 
and  on  the  subject  of  visitinjj,  says  most  pertinently  :' 

''The  Grand  Master,  like  many  others,  lays  great  stress  upon  the 
alleK:ed  fart  that  visiting  is  a  urivilege  granted  by  the  Lodge  to  the 
brother.  Granting  that  it  be  a  privilege  rather  than  a  right,  it 
stiould  not  be  forgotten  that  one  of  the  principal  objects  for  which 
Lodges  exist  is  tn  extend  this  privilege  to  the  end  that  Masons 
wherever  they  are  may  enjoy  the  fellowship  which  is  the  chief  aim  of 
the  Fraternity,  and  the  duty  ot  satisfying  themselves  that  any  Lodge 
which  they  propose  to  visit  is  regular,  is  grounded  in  the  primary 
engagements  that  rest  with  equal  force  upon  all,  visitors  and 
visited  alike.  Hence,  all  possible  means  of  enabling  the  visitor 
to  satisK'  himself  upon  this  point  should  be  cheerfully,  not  grudg- 
ingly, afforded." 

Speaking,  of  the  act  of  Arkansas  in  levying  a  per  capita  tax,  he 
considers  the  establishment  of  charities  on  a  basis  of  taxation  per 
capita,  by  which  each  brother  is  reiiuired  to  pay  an  equal  amount 
without  reference  to  his  ability  to  pay,  to  be  a  departure  from  the 
true  method  of  Masoriic  giving,  as  itrcquitable  as  the  experience  of 
Kentucky  has  shown  it  to  be  dangerous. 

The  right  of  visitation,  he  thinks,  a  land-mark,  and  not  a  privilege. 

He  has  little  opinion  of  the  symbolic  character  oi  the  Masonry 
of  the  Grand  Dieto  of  Mexico,  and  of  course  of  the  "Treaty"  also. 

A  very  excellent  oration  on  Masonry  in  pre-historic  times  was 
delivered  to  Grand  Lodge  by  R.*.  W.*.  Bro.  George  W.  Warvelle, 
and  treating  at  some  length  of  the  recent  labors  of  Masonic  his- 
torians, and  the  value  of  their  researches.  He  reaches  this  con- 
clusion: 

*'Our  views  and  opinions  with  respect  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
Fraternity  must,  in  a  larpe  measure,  be  shaped  by  the  old  manu- 
script constitutions  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  of  which  at  least 
sixty  are  now  known  to  be  in  existence.  'I  hese  are  the  only  aulhentic 
memorials  that  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  early  Freemasons, 
and  from  the  internal  evidence  which  they  atlord  much  of  our  pres- 
ent knowledge  is  derived.  These  constitutions  are  all  similar  in 
general  characteristics,  and  cons'st  in  the  main  of  two  parts,  the 
first  being  a  recital  of  legendary  history,  now  called,  for  want  of  a 
belter  name,  the  'Legend  of  the  Craft,'  and  the  second  consisting 
of  what  are  popularly  known  as  the  'Ancient  Charges,' or  the 
general  regulations  of  the  Cratt.  They  are  written  on  strips  of 
parchment  or  vellum,  and  are  of  various  datts,  known  or  surmised, 
from  l.SJH)  until  the  commencement  of  the  iSth  century.  The 
majority  of  these  interesting  documents  show  signs  of  lon|^  and 
active  use,  and  would  seem  to  have  been  actually  employed  in  the 
work  of  the  pre-historic  lodges,  and    to    have    been  read  to  can- 
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didates  at  the  time  of  their  initiation.  They  prove,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  society  during  the  three  hundred  years  whi«:h  preceded  the 
revival  of  1717,  was  not  an  ordinary  guild  like  the  Livery  companies 
or  other  strictly  operative  associations,  but  professed  to  teach,  and 
t>ound  its  members  to  the  prai  lice  of  a  high  morality,  obligating  them 
to  be  true  men,  not  only  m  their  relations  to  one  another  and  those 
around  them,  but  also  in  the  observance  of  their  duties  to  God,  the 
Church  and  the  King.  They  contain  much  that  unmistakably 
stamps  them  as  emanating  from  an  operative  society,  however,  and 
the  conclusion  now  generally  accepted  is  that  they  represent  the 
transition  period,  when  Masonry  was  passing  from  a  strictly 
operative  to  a  purely  speculative  condition." 

ILLINOIS — 55TH  Annual,  October,  1894. 

Having  failed  to  receive  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  last 
year,  we  are  supplied  this  with  those  of  two  years,  this  last  hav- 
ing been  received  later,  but  in  time. 

Grand  Master  Leroy  A.  Goddard,  tells  us: 

"Yet,  withal,  I  bring  you  tidings  of  good  cheer  from  the  Cratt  of 
of  Illinois. 

•'Ev'n  scenes  that  strike  with  terrible  surprise. 
Still  prove  a  God,  just,  merciful,  and  wise. 
Sad  wintery  blasts,  that  strip  the  autumn,  bring 
The  milder  beauties  ot  a  flowery  spring." 

"The  distress  in  financial  and  industrial  affairs  has  not  in  any  way 
stayed  the  progress  of  Masonry  throughout  our  Grand  jurisdiction. 
Indeed,  it  has  been  a  year  of  unusual  interest  and  activity — a  year 
of  success  in  cementing  more  strongly  the  ties  of  brotherly  love  and 
affection,  in  developing  a  broader  view  of  the  beautiful  teachings 
and  purifying  influences  of  our  noble  Fraternity." 

Lodges  number  G83,  with  49,236  members,  and  an  increase  of 
1,236. 

For  new  Lodges  four  Dispensations  were  issued,  and  these  with 
another  which  had  worked  under  a  renewed  Dispensation  were 
awarded  Charters. 

From  the  address  we  take: 

"Believing  no  power  is  given  the  Grand  Master  to  suspend  the 
requirements  of  the  mental  as  well  as  the  physical  qualifications  of 
a  candidate,  three  petitions  were  refused  asking  for  Dispensations 
to  confer  second  and  third  degrees  on  E.  A  incapable  of  learning 
the  work  sufficiently  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination.*  " 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  commend  him  for  his  position,  but 
why    commendation   should    have  been   awarded  him  for  doing 
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exactly  as  he  is  required  to  do,  is  not  quite  clear  to  us,  for  fools  are 
not  wanted  in  the  Fraternity,  but  are  expressly  prohibited. 

His  decisions  are  fully  in  accord  with  the  general  usages,  and  that 
of  Alabama. 

The  proposition  for  a  centennial  celebration  at  the  tomb  of  Wash- 
ington was  ordered  printed,  and  action  deferred  until  next  Annual. 
And  the  communication  from  New  Mexico  in  relation  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Hospital  at  Santa  Ke,  for  \\\^.  care  of  consumptives, 
was  ordered  placed  on  iile. 

Treasurer's  balance  of  general  fund  is  over  $41, (KK). 

Five  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  to  the  Orphan's  Home. 

Leroy  A.  Goddard,  Chicago,  G.  M. 
J.  II.  C.  Dill,  H  loom  in  .'ton,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  of  course,  from  the  pen  of 
that  admirable  writer  and  ciiiic,  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins,  P.*.  G.*.  M.'., 
who  includes  in  it  Alabama  fur  l.SSKJ.  We  take  his  views  as  ex- 
pressed on  the  probable  value  of  the  action  or  non-action  of  the 
Masonic  Congress,  and  give  them  to  you  because  we  think  them 
wise  and  conservative,  and  the  latter  we  hold  Masonry  should 
always  be: 

''This  action  is  of  value  in  estimating  the  trend  of  Masonic  opin- 
ion rirspecting  the  Congress,  chit-fly  because  after  an  able  Com- 
mittee had  considered  its  conclusions  during  the  recess,  they  were 
hble  to  sviy  that  they  found  in  them  nothing  very  new  or  startling, 
but  that  they  were  all  very  good  and  had  for  many  years  been 
almost  universally  accepted  as  being  in  accordance  with  the  law  and 
usage  of  Grand  Lodges  generally  and  with  the  spirit  of  Masonry. 
This  is  m  accord  with  the  general  expression  of  reviewers  so  far  as 
they  have  touched  upon  the  matter,  and  with  tew  exceptions  the 
results  of  the  meeting  are  recognized  as  likely  to  be  beneficial.  There 
is  manifestly  a  growing  recognition  of  the  value  of  having  it  demon- 
strated that  in  spite  of  the  noisy  zeal  of  doctrinaires  within  the 
Fraternity  and  the  recognized  danger  ot  influences  reflected  upon 
it  from  without  by  modern  societies,  wherein  fellowship  is  sub- 
sidiary to  the  benehciary  feature,  and  wherein  too  many  initiates  are 
first  prepared  to  t)e  mace  Masons,  the  Craft  as  a  whole  is  standing 
so  steadfastly  by  the  old  ways. 

"It  is  true  of  any  body  of  men  that  what  it  does  not  do  is  quite 
as  important  and  often  quite  as  significant  as  what  it  does.  This 
IS  peculiarly  true  of  a  Masonic  body;  and  when  in  a  body  of 
Masons  as  large  and  as  representative  as  the  Masonic  Congress  of 
IMk;,  doctrines  are  advanced  or  propositions  submtted,  possibly 
retlectinjT  the  action  o!  Grand  Lodges  who  aflect  to  recognize  no 
limitations  upon  their  sovereign  will  and  no  higher  law  than  the  law 
i)f  present  expediency,  it  is  reassuring  to  find  the  constraint  of  the 
ancient  law  so  profoundly  and  generally  felt  that  it  needs  no  other 
expression  than  non-action.   This  must  be  taken  into  account  before 
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we  admit  the  justice  of  the  most  frequent  criticism  of  the  ConR:reRs; 
that  it  accomplished  so  little.  It  is  vet  too  earh  to  estimate  its 
results.  It  would  be  stranfi:e  indeed  if  it  should  contribut**  nothings 
towards  a  more  conclusive  consensus  of  expression,  when,  after 
supplementing:  long  years  of  discussion  bv  Correspondence  Com- 
mittees and  others,  in  print,  by  a  comparison  of  views  at  the  short 
rang^e  of  oral  debate,  it  is  found  that  its  formulated  conclusions  are 
in  harmony  with  the  original  plan  of  Masonry." 

But  the  proceedings  for  two  years  being  on  hand,  more  space 
cannot  be  occupied,  and  we  part  with  great  reluctance  with  so 
accomplished  a  writer  and  profound  thinker. 

INDIANA — 73RD  Annual,   May,  1894. 

This  Grand  Lodge  consists  of  484  subordinates,  26,897  members, 
and  enjoyed  a  gain  of  «:U.  Its  treasury  holds  $37,289;  of  this,  $25,- 
474  is  securely  invested. 

Grand  Master  Diniel  Noyes.  whos^  portrait  graces  this  volume, 
made  the  following  ruling,  which  appeared  to  us  to  be  marvelously 
incorrect,  and  we  were  pleased  at  finding  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
also  so  thought: 

•*An  English  clergyman, a  missionary  who  had  resided  in  the  State 
for  six  months,  petitiont;d  for  the  degrees. 

"In  this  case  I  ruled  that  before  the  Lodge  could  receive  his  peti- 
tion, the  petitioner  must  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or 
at  least  have  declared  his  intention  to  become  such.  1  am  aware 
that  this  ruling  is  unfortunately  in  conflict  with  some  of  the  brightest 
and  most  cultured  Masoni ;  minds  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  of  broth- 
ers to  whom  it  is  alike  my  pleasure  and  pride  to  look  to  for  intel- 
lectual guidance  and  light  as  a  pupil  to  his  teacher.  Yet  from  the 
best  reasoning  I  can  bring  to  bear  upon  the  proposition,  I  am  con- 
strained to  adhere  to  it  to  the  extent  of  submittmg  the  proposition 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  I  do  without  argument  in 
its  behalf.*' 

As  it  is  a  singular  ruling,  and  so  well  treated  by  Grand  Lodge,  we 
give  the  entire  minority  report  which,  after  full  discussion,  was 
adopted  by  Grand  Lodge,  only  adding  that  the  majority  ''having 
carefully  considered  the  que.stion,"  recommended  approval.  But 
the  minority  report,  as  adopted,  says: 

*'MINORITV  REPORT. 

**A  minority  of  your  Committee  on  {urisprudence,— in  considering 
tlie  decision  of  the  M.-.  W.-.  (irand  Master  that  a  Lodge  could  not 
receive  the  petition,  for  the  degrees,  of  an  English  clergyman,  not- 
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withstanding:  his  residence  in  the  State  of  Indiana  (and  presumably 
within  the  iurisdiction  of  such  Lod^e)  for  six  months — the  period 
prescribed  in  Section  4'.)  of  the  General  ReiEifiilations — for  the  reason 
that  the  petitioner  had  not  yet  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
nor  declared  his  intt^ntion  to  become  such,— are  at  a  loss  to  suffi- 
ciently understand  on  what  i!rounds  said  decision  was  made.  The 
theory  of  the  universality  of  Freemasonrv  seems  to  have  oriK:inally 
excluded  from  the  ancient  landmarks  old  and  Constitutions  all  re- 
strictions or  limitations  as  to  nationality  or  residence,  so  that  for 
many  years  these  elem-^nts  ot'qnalificati'm  were  never  in  any  man- 
ner considered.  Expediency  subsequently  recommended  the  requi- 
site of  residence,  and  Grand  Lodges  incorporated  reg:ulations  in 
their  Constitutions  requiring  a  residence  certain  as  to  time,  and 
within  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  prescribed  for  their  several  Subordi- 
nate Lodges.  They  were  enacted  solely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  brethren  of  a  Lodge  to  determine  tht  moral  qualifications  of  a 
petitioner  by  the  opportunity  thereby  furnished  of  observing  his 
daily  life  an<i  conduct.  These  regulations,  therefore,  became  posi- 
tive law  in  thejurisdictions  enacting  them,  where  no  law  upon  the 
subject  had  previously  existed.  There  never  has  been,  and  proba- 
bly never  can  be,  any  uniform  rule  as  to  the  term  of  such  residence,  as 
each  Grand  Lodge  has  fixed,  or  will  hereafter  establish,  its  length 
for  itself  Neither  is  there  now,  nor  will  there  probably  ever  be,  any 
established  uniformity  of  le^islatiim  between  a  State  with  reference 
to  citizenship  and  a  Grand  Lod^e  on  the  subject  of  membership, 
since  a  union  between  Masonry  and  State  government  is  quite  as 
unlikely  to  occur  as  the  union  of  church  and  State  so  carefully  pro- 
hibited by  the  Federal  and  State  Constitutions. 

'•.*^ince  the  term  of  residence  recjuired  as  a  prerequisite  to  petition 
for  the  decrees  or  membership  in  a  Lodge  of  Masons  may,  therefore, 
by  possibility  be  less  than  the  residence  required  by  law  as  a  pre- 
requisite to  citizenship,  it  is  plain  that  citizenship  could  not  always 
be  necessary  as  a  (pialifiration  for  Mas>mic  privileges  or  member- 
ship The  meaning  of  the  word  residence  is  ♦herefore  not  necessa- 
rily the  same  in  both  cases.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  different  when 
having  reference  to  Masonry,  and  means  rather  an  abode,  or  honie, 
without  regard  to  certain  rights  and  franchises  that  grow  out  of  its 
prescribed  existence  under  the  laws  of  the  State. 

"These  relleclions  se- m  most  tenable  since  they  are  in  harmony 
with  the  old  Constitu'ions— where  no  positive  legislation  has 
intervened — and  because  they  maintain  the  doctrine  of  the  univer- 
sality of  Masonry,  in  the  lanj^uage  elsewhere  employed  by  the 
writer  of  this  re|)ort:  'Masonry,  being  universal,  knows  no  national- 
ity. In  its  (organization  in  various  countries  its  jurisdiction,  how- 
ever, becomes  territorial;  so  that  to  enable  a  native  of  one  country 
to  obtain  the  ilegrees  in  another,  a  residence,  the  length  of  which 
can  «>nly  be  prescribed  by  a  Grand  Lodge  regulation,  becomes  nec- 
essary. This  term  of  residence  may  be  like  or  unlike  the  re.«idence 
rftjuired  to  gain  citizenship  and  civil  rights  in  such  country.  Ma- 
sonic residence  having  been  so  acciuired,  an  alien  can  apply  for  and 
receive  the  deerees,  and  becc)me  a  member  of  the  Lodge  without 
ever  having  been  naturalized  as  a  citizen  of  the  ct)untry  in  which  the 
Lodge  is  loc.ited.' 
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"There  is  nothing^  in  the  Constitution  or  General  Reg:u]a- 
tions  of  the  Grand  Lodg:e  of  Indiana  that  requires  that  a 
petitioner  for  the  degrees  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  that,  if  an  alien,  he  shall  have  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  become  so.  Lodgfes  are  prohibited  from  receiving  petitions 
from  sojourners,  but  require  a  residence  of  at  least  six  months 
within  their  jurisdictions;  and  whenever  a  petitioner  has  so  made 
his  home  there  for  a  period  of  six  months,  he  ceases  to  be  a  so- 
journer, and  becomes  a  resident.  Lodjjes  are  also  prohibited  from 
initiating  candidates  under  a  certain  age;  with  certain  physical  dis- 
abilities, or  who  have  not  made  declaration  of  belief  in  Deity. 
These  are  the  only  prohibitions  prescribed,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
not  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  having  declared  an 
intention  to  become  one,  is  not  included  in  the  numeration. 

*'As  bearing  upon,  and  applicable  to  this  argument,  it  is 
provided  that  a  'non-affiliated  Mason  may  be  admitted  to  mem- 
bership in  anv  Lodge,  without  regard  to  his  place  of 
residence.'  As  this  clause  contains  no  prohibition  as  the  source 
from  which  such  non-affiliate  carries  his  dimit,  it  is  a  fair  inference 
that  this  may  be  frcm  a  State  or  country  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  question  of  citizenship  does  not,  and 
should  not,  apply  against  him.  And  if  citizenship  is  not  requisite  to 
membership  by  affiliation — and  we  know  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
Masons  holding  membership  in  the  several  State  Gra».d  Jurisdic- 
tions of  the  United  States  who  are  not  citizens  of  the  general  Gov- 
ernment— there  can  be  no  logical  or  legal  reason  why  the  distinc- 
tion should  be  made  against  petitioners  for  the  degrees. 

*'The  undersigned  are  unable  to  reoall  a  line  or  precept,  in  the 
whole  range  of  Masonic  literature,  upon  which  such  a  principle 
could  be  founded,  unless  it  might  be  through  a  misconstruction  of 
?  sentence  of  the  charge  in  the  first  degree,  which  reads:  '*In  the 
State  you  are  to  be  a  quiet  and  peaceful  subject,  true  to  your  gov- 
ernment and  just  to  your  country'  but  this  cannot  fairly  be  con- 
strued to  advise  the  initiate  that  he  should  have,  or  must  yet 
become  a  citizen  by  a  change  of  his  allegiance,  or  otherwise.  On 
the  contrary,  that  and  the  followmg  clause  are  only  an  exhortation 
to  orderlv  and  respectable  conduct,  as  tending  to  uphold  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  our  profession.  If  Masonry  should  rcouire  every 
one  who  prefers  our  country  as  a  domicile,  a  home,but  w'no  is  averse 
to  severing  his  allegiance  to  the  land  of  his  birth,  to  take  this  radical 
step  before  the  door  of  the  Lodge  can  be  opened  to  him,  the  Fra- 
ternity would  be  venturing  upon  the  broad,  and  possibly  turbulent, 
sea  of  international  politics,  in  which  serious  dangers  might  be  en- 
countered not  easily  estimated  now,  because  the  Craft  has  never  to 
this  day  been  exposed  to  them. 

**The  majority  of  the  Committee  cannot  deny  that  there 
is  now  no  law  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Indiana,  in 
positive  terms,  requiring  United  States  citizenship  as  a  pre- 
requisite to  petitioning  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry.  They  must 
admit  that  there  is  no  direct  legislation  on  the  subject.  They  seek 
tn  make  a  law  by  upholding  a  decision  made  in  the  absence  ot  law. 
If  the  decision  is  sustained  it  makes  this  Grand  Lodge  say  that  it 
IS  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law  that  has  at  all  times   existed   in 
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this  jurisdiction  ever  since  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodj2:e  of 
Indiana.  Let  us  consider  what  the  effect  of  such  a  decision  will  be. 
There  are  hundreds  of  Master  Masons  in  th»*  Lodg;es  of  our  State 
this  day  who  were  made  Masons  here  without  having^  first  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  They  are  numerously  found  in  s*ll 
the  manufacturing  centers,  and  in  the  mining  communities  of  Sulli- 
van, Vigo,  Park  and  Clay  counties  and  elsewhere  throughout  the 
entire  State.  Is  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  now  prepared  to  rule 
and  decide  that  all  these  brethren  have  been  irregularly  and 
unlawfully  made?  This  would,  indeed,  be  lamentable;  yet,  unfor- 
tunate as  this  might  be,  it  would  probably  be  less  serious  than  such 
an  inroad  upon  the  universality  of  Masonry  would  prove.  England 
and  Scotland  respectfully  claim  the  origin  of  Masonry  in  its  present 
form,  yet  neither  of  these  great  jurisdictions  has  ever  provided  or 
claimed  that  civil  citizenship  shall  be  aprerequisite  to  obtaining 
the  decrees  there  Neither  has  any  Grand  Lodge  in  America.  If  we 
tfiust  have  such  a  law  in  Indiana,  let  us  make  one  in  a  regular  way, 
to  t-^ke  effect  from  this  time  forward,  and  not  create  one  by  a  de- 
cision, which  will  he  retroactive,  and  cast  a  cloud  over  the  Masonic 
standing  of  hundreds  of  our  then  unfortunate  brethren. 

Thomas  B.  Long, 
Nicholas  R.  Ruckle, 

Committee. 

He  reports  the  laying  of  many  corner  stones;  five  Dii^pensations 
for  new  Lodg:es;  the  arresting  of  Charters  of  three  Lodges;  the  ded- 
ica'ion  of  four  new  Masonic  halU;  the  consolidation  of  two 
Lodges. 

There  is  an  able  report  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  on 
a  circular  from  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  but  as  this  will  doubt- 
less come  before  you  brethren  at  this  Communication,  it  may  be 
well  to  let  it  rest. 

Frank  E.  Ciavin,  Greensburg,  i\.  M. 
VV^m.  H.  Smythe.  Indianapolis,  G.  Sec*y. 

We  miss  the  vigorous  pen  of  P.'.  G.'.  M.*.  Thos,  B.  Lonj^,  in  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  which  is  presented  by  Bro.Wm.  Commons 
Chairman.  We  find  him  caustic  enough  in  his  review  of  the  ad. 
dress  of  Grand  Master  Pettus,  of  Alabama,  1802.  Yet  his  resume  of 
the  Proceedings  is  both  carefully  made  and  interesting.  We  wel- 
come him  to  the  Guild.  Having  already  devoted  so  much  space  to 
Indiana,  we  cannot  tarry  longer. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

Having  reviewed  in  our  Report  for  1803  the  Proceedings  of  the 
10th  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  in  February 
ot  that  year,  we  were  a  little  surprised  to  find  on  our  table  the  Pro- 
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ceedings  of  the  **20th  Regular  Communication,'*  held  at  McAlester, 
on  the  8th  day  of  August,  of  the  same  year.  We  had  not  noticed  the 
change  in  the  time  of  meeting.  However.  Bro.  Andrew  Hardy, 
elected  Grand  Master  at  the  February  Communication,  presided;  39 
of  the  55  Lodges  being  represented.  The  total  number  of  affiliated 
Master  Masons  is  1,910,  and  the  net  gain  104.  The  Grand  Master, 
in  his  address,  is  very  poetical,  and  speaks  of  Masonry  thus: 

•*It  seems  to  me  like  a  great  harp,  Bnd  when  swept  by  the  power- 
ful fingers  of  fidelity  and  loyalty  to  its  institutions,  gives  forth 
sweet,  enchanting,  celestial  music,  which  captivates  the  heart  and 
unites  the  brethren  and  draws  them  closer  in  the  mystic  ties  of 
Masonic  brotherhood." 

Five  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and  to  three  of 
these  Charters  were  granted. 

•  We  are  a  little  surprised  at  the  fact  mentioned  in  the  following 
extract,  but  heartily  endorse  his  recommendation.  The  same  con- 
dition has  been  complained  of  in  some  other  jurisdictions.  We, 
however,think  that  however  otherwise  worthy,  such  an  act  ought  to 
promptly  exclude  the  brother  from  the  consideration  oi  the  breth- 
ren. 

It  is  anticipated  that  when  Statehood  shall  have  been  conferred 
upon  this  Indian  Territory, or  Oklahoma  becomes  incorporated  in  it, 
there  will  be  a  re-union  of  mother  and  daughter  in  these  two  Grand 
Lodges. 

A  movement  was  made  to  reduce  the  dues  per  capita  to  Grand 
Lodge  from  one  dollar  to  fifty  cents,  but  it  was  at  last  determined 
to  pay  but  one  representative  from  each  Lodge,  and  only  the  actual 
cost  of  transportation. 

The  salary  of  Grand  Secretary  was,  however,  unanimously  in- 
creased, a  well  earned  addition  only,  for  this  officer  discharges  most 
of  the  duties  in  every  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Andrew  Hardy,  Ardmore,  G.  M. 
Joseph  S.  Morrow,  Atoka,  G.  Sec*y. 

The  Grand  Secretary  being  this  time  in  good  health  (for  which  we 
return  thanks)  resumed  the  pen  and  made*  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence in  his  usual  lucid  and  fearless  style  Alabama  for  1892 
receives  favorable  mention,  and  in  it  he  pays  a  fitting  tribute  to  our 
late  lamented  Grand  Secretary.  He  approves  of  our  declining 
to  become  a  part  of  any  conglomerated  Committee  on  Work.  He 
agrees  with  us  that  a  Home  must  have  some  other  source  of  supply 
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besides  the  uncertain  and  unreliable  one  of  "voluntary  contribu- 
tion." We  think  the  exhortation  in  his  conclusion  may  be  as  useful 
in  this  our  own  jurisdiction,  as  in  his  own,  and  therefore,  not  be- 
cause we  know  that  it  will  fit.  nor  because  we  suspect  anything  of 
the  sort,  but  because  it  is  Rood  advice,  we  copy  it: 

We  beg:  our  Lodfi:es  to  be  exceeding:lv  careful  about  working: 
material  rejected  from  other  jurisdictions.  Our  form  of  petition 
requires  a  categ^orical  answer  to  the  question  "Have  you  ever 
applied  for  the  degrees  in  anv  other  Lodge  and  been  rejected?"  If 
the  applicant  replies  in  the  affirmative  to  this  question  the  Lodj^^e 
should  correspond  with  the  one  which  rejected  the  party  and  be- 
come perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is  safe  and  just  to  elect  the  candidate 
before  doinf>:  so.  If  the  applicant  tells  a  falsehood  in  replyinj^  to 
the  above  question,  whenever  the  Lodf^e  learns  that  fact,  charges 
should  be  preferred  at  once  for  deception  and  lyinir  and  the  man 
expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.  This  must  be 
done  if  we  expert  to  retam  peaceful  and  fraternal  relation  with 
other  Grand  Bodies. 

On  another  point  we  beg  to  exhort  our  brethren.  The  right  of  a 
brother,  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  to  cast  a  black  ball  without  being 
discovered,  by  the  quizzing  and  ouestioning  of  the  friends  of  the 
candidate,  is  seriously  threatenea,  and  is  followed  by  censure  and 
sometimes  abuse.  The  right  to  object  to  advancement  without 
maVing  the  reasons  known  to  all  the  members  of  the  Lodge  and 
preferring  charges,  thus  subjecting  the  objector  to  all  sorts  of 
criticism  and  censure,  if  not  the  ill  will  and  enmity  of  the  candi- 
date and  his  friends.  The  rights  of  profanes  are  magnified  while 
the  rights  of  members  are  minimized.  There  is  great  danger  to 
Ma.sonrv  in  this  growing  evil.  It  is  the  commencement  of  a  mine, 
which  if  continued  far  enough,  will  break  down  the  bulwarks  of  the 
ballot  box  and  destroy  one  of  the  great  Landmarks  of  Masonry. 
We  believe  that  actual  members  have  rights  superior  to  profanes 
and  that  it  is  far  better  to  do  injustice,  it  it  is  injus- 
tice, to  two  worthy  profanes  than  to  one  unworthy 
member  .standing  upon  a  Landmark  essential  to  the  very  existence 
of  Ma.sonry.  But  it  is  not  alone  upon  unworthy,  selfish 
and  prejudiced  members  that  this  wrong  is  committed.  Even  one 
of  the  very  best  members  may  be  compelled  to  see  material  which  he 
knows  to  be  unworthy  and  unsound,  worked  into  the  building  to  its 
great  injury,  while  he  must  keep  quiet  or  be  subjected  to  criticism, 
ensure  or  abuse.  We  admit  that  there  are  two  sides  to  this  ques- 
tion of  the  right,  extent  and  force  of  an  objection,  and  a  wrong  may 
oftvn  be  done  to  a  candidate  by  a  narrow-minded,  selfish  brother, 
but,  in  our  opinion  it  is  Better  to  err  on  the  side  of  .safety  than  of 
danger. 
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INDIAN  TERRITORY— 20TH  Annual,  August,  1894. 

A  very  handsome  pamphlet  this  is  which  contains  the  pro- 
ceeding's of  this  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the 
product  of  this  new  country,  too.  It  contains  not  only  the  record 
of  the  annual  session,  but  also  of  several  specials  for  laying  corner 
stones,  dedication  of  Lodge  Halls,  etc.  Grand  Master  Andrew 
Hardy  after  the  opening  showed  that  he  had  issued  Dispensation 
for  eleven  new  Lodges  and  these  with  one  other  received  charter. 
There  may  be  great  necessity  for  heeding  the  words  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  who  thinks  "there  is,  nevertheless,  great  room  for  caution 
that  new  Lodges  should  not  be  multiplied  to  the  injury  of  old 
ones.''  Another  reason  is  the  fear  of  making  too  many  weak  Lodges 
and  too  many  unworthy  Masons,  for  this    one    follows    the    other. 

Lodges  67,  members  2,103,  gain  141. 

Grand  Master,  to  our  view,  assigns  a  strangeVeason  for  putting  a 
member  on  trial,  viz:  That  he  refused  to  be  installed  VV.  M.; 
he  assigning  as  his  reason,  his  unfitness  for  the  office,  but  Grand 
Lodge  knew  *'of  no  Masonic  law  or  usage  that  compels  a  Mason 
to  accept  an  office  under  such  circumstances." 

The  finances  are  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  but  Grand  Secretary 
announces  that  he  has  "not  received  one  cent  this  year  for  the 
Masonic  Home;"  so  much  for  9  reliance  upon  voluntary  contribu- 
tions. If  a  Home  should  be  deemed  desirable,  let  a  Grand  Lodge, 
if  small,  begin  to  gather  thesheckles  early  and  guard  them  faith- 
fully for  many  years  and  this  result  may  be  accomplished  in  time, 
but  hardly,  if  reliance  is  placed  upon  voluntary  contributions. 

Business  local  and  promptly  despatched. 

John  Coyle,  Bailey,  G.  M. 

J.  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  J.  S.  Murrow,  P.*.  G.*.  M.*., usually  prepares 
this  report  on  Correspondence,  and  so  he  did  this  in  which  Alabama, 
for  1893,  received  fraternal  notice.  In  this  he  thus  speaks  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma:  "We  are  very  proud  of  our  daugl\ter, 
and  though  she  should  outgrow  her  mother,  we  ever  expect  to  re- 
joice in  her  prosperity." 

The  report  is  an  excellent  one,  fully  repaying  the  perusal,  as  full 
of  meat  as  an  orange  usually  is  of  juice. 

He  closes  with,  and  we  join  him,  "May  our  Heavenly  Father 
have  us  all  in  his  keeping  and  at  last  gather  us  to  himself  in  the 
beautiful  Home  on  High." 
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IOWA — 5 1ST   \nnual,  June,  1894. 

At  Cedar  Rapids  Grand  Master  L.  E.  Fellows  opened  this  Grand 
Lodge,  which  represents  464  Lodges,  24,042  members,  and  an  an- 
nual increase  of  038.  During  the  year  the  Grand  Master  authorized 
by  Dispensation,  the  formation  of  four  new  Lodges,  which  were  char- 
tered at  this  Communication. 

How  forcibly  and  admirably  is  the  value  of  the  institution  to  be 
estimated  shown  by  the  Grand  Master  in  the  following: 

"The  world  judges  Masonry  by  the  character,  zeal,  and  interest 
manifested  in  its  behalf  by  its  votaries,  and  by  what  it  accomplishes 
for  good  in  the  world.  The  earnest,  well-informed  Mason  who  in 
his  daily  life  exemplifies  the  principles  of  his  profession  is  continu- 
ally creating  a  favorable  impression  of  the  institution  in  the  minds 
of  those  whom  we  would  gladly  welcome  into  our  ranks." 

Grand  Secretary  Parvin,  himself  the  Prince  of  Secretaries,  as 
shown  by  the  arrangement  and  style  of  these  proceedings,  has  but 
little  patience  with  other  Secretaries  and  thus  reads  them  a  lecture 
after  complaining  of  the  tardiness  of  some: 

"Verily,  it  is  time  that  the  Grand  Lodges  look  into  this  matter,  and 
re(|uire  their  ofTicers  to  do  their  work  in  a  workmanlike  manner  and 
with  proper  dispatch.  In  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge  we  have 
never  been  able  to  have  all  the  proceedings  reviewed,  for  the  rea- 
son that  many  were  so  late  in  being  received." 

The  proposed  uniform  rules  as  to  juri.sdiction  over  candidates 
from  Mississippi,  were  read,  but  we  find  no  action  taken  upon 
them. 

A  most  valuable  and  exhaustive  Report  on  the  advisability  of 
erecting  and  providing  a  Home  for  indigent  Masons,  their  widows 
and  orphans,  was  made  by  P.'.  D.*.  G.*.  M.*.  Ball,  Chairman  of  a 
Committee  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred  at  last  Annual  to 
report  at  this.  It  contains  so  much  valuable  information  that  it  may 
be  read  with  pleasure  and  profit  by  the  Masons  of  every  jurisdic- 
tion not  yet  having  established  a  Home.  It  is  of  so  much  value  to 
us  who  are  ju.st  now  in  the  throes  of  one  that  we  will  be  pardoned 
for  making  so  extensive  extract  from  it,  but  to  attempt  any  other 
plan  would  but  mar  it.  We  only  regret  that  we  cannot  give  the  whole. 
The  Conimittf  e  issued  circulars  to  Grand  Secretaries,  and  also  to 
Lodges  of  Iowa,  propounding  many  questions,  seeking  full  infor- 
mation on  which  to  base  conclusions.  We  take  the  following  from 
the  Report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 
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•*While  the  resolutions  did  not  require  your  Committee  to  report 
as  to  the  number  of  Masonic  Homes  in  the  United  States  and  what 
steps  have  been  taken  by  Grand  Lodges  to  establish  Homes  where 
there  are  none,  we  believed  that  such  information  would  be  desira- 
ble, and  for  this  reason/  sent  the  letter  of  inquiry  to  the  different 
Grand  Secretaries,  as  above  set  forth.  From  the  inform  tion 
gathered  through  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Secretaries  and 
others,  and  such  other  information  as  was  accessible  to  us,  we  are 
able  to  report  on  this  subject  as  follows:  * 

^^  Alabama — Has  no  Masonic  Home.  The  subject  was  discussed 
in  1892,  and  a  Committee  appointed,  but  the  Committee  has  not 
reported,  and  no  further  action  has  been  taken. 

*^  Arizona — Has  no  Home.  Has  a  widow's  and  orphan's  fund, 
with  |3,000  in  the  Treasury. 

^^  Arkansas. — Has  no  Home.  Hopes  are  entertained  that  as  soon 
as  the  the  debt  on  the  Temple  is  paid  a  Home  may  be  established, 
to  be  supported  from  the  revenues  of  the  Temple. 

^^ California. — Has  taken  action  for  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic 
Orphan's  Home,  and  has  a  fund  collected  of  |60,00(). 

^^ Colorado. — Has  no  Home.  The  women  have  started  an  organ- 
ization, but  have  not  progressed  far  enough  to  report  any  action. 

** ConncciictU, — Has  no  Home.  Has  what  is  called  a  'Masonic 
Charity  Foundation,'  an  organization  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  in  1889.  Its  obiect  is  to  aid  or  support  aged,  indigent, 
sick,  or  infirm  Freemasons  and  their  widows,  and  to  provide  for. 
maintain,  and  educate  their  children  and  orphans.  It  is  also  author- 
ized to  establish  and  maintain  a  Home  or  Asylum  for  such  persons. 

*'Its  funds  are  raised  from  voluntary  contributions,  and  it  now  has 
a  fund  of  over  |lo,0<X)  contributed  by  the  Grand  Lodges,  Subordi- 
nate Lodges,  and  from  individuals  for  life  and  annual  memberships. 

^* Delaware. — Has  no  home,  and  no  steps  have  been  taken  towards 
establishing  one. 

^^ District  of  Columdia.— Has  no  home,  and  no  steps  have  been 
taken  towards  establishing  one. 

** Florida. — Has  no  home,  and  has  taken  no  steps  towards  establish- 
ing one. 

^^ Georgia. — Has  no  home. 

** Illinois. — Has  the  'Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home,*  incorporated 
March  11th,  1885,  located  at  No.  447  Carroll  Avenue,  Chicago. 
It  is  a  private  institution,  in  no  way  under  the  control  or  direction 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  supported  by  life  and  annual  member- 
ships, and  voluntary  donations.  The  Grand  Lodge  has  only  con- 
tributed $5()0  towards  its  support. 

** Indiana. — Has  no  home,  and  no  steps  taken  to  establish  one. 

**K^ansas. — No  information  received,  but  as  we  understand,  it  has 
no  home. 

^^Kentucky. — Has  the  'Masonic  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Home,* 
located  at  Louisville.  Each  Mason  in  the  State  is  assessed  {1  annually 
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for  its  support,  and  it  receives  voluntary  contributions  from  indi- 
viduals and  Lodges  for  life  memberships. 

*' Louisiana, — Has  no  home.  A  Board  ol  Trustees  for  a  pros- 
pective Masonic  Home  was  appointed  in  1893,  but  no  report  was 
made  at  the  session  of  1894.  ^ 

^"^ Maine. — Has  no  home.  Distributes  about  $1,500  annually,  the 
interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge  charity  fund,  to  about  eighty  ap- 
plicants. 

'' Maryland.— \i^s  no  home,  but  has  recently  started  a  fund  for  the 
purpose,  and  appointed  a  Hoard  of  five  Trustees.  Fund  as  yet  is 
small,  and  in  no  definite  shape. 

"^Massachinetts. — The  committee  has  received  no  information. 

^' Michigan. ^W^^  a  Masonic  Home,  located  at  Grand  Rapids.  Not 
under  control  of  Grand  Lodge,  although  it  makes  some  contributions 
each  year  to  its  support. 

*»  J/mw^-jp/fl.— Has  no  home.  The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion in  189.'^  that  a  Masonic  Home  was  not  a  necessity.  The  Grand 
Lodge  pays  out  about  |1,400  a  year  in  charity. 

''Mississippi. — Has  no  home,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  is  creating  a 
fund  for  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
Home.  Each  Mason  in  the  State  pays  20  cents  annually,  and  col- 
lections are  taken  on  St.  John's  day.  and  there  are  other  contribu- 
tions.    The  fund  now  amounts  to  flO.iJOO. 

^'Missouri. — Has  a  Masonic  Home,  located  in  St.  Louis.  Is  sup- 
ported by  the  Gr^nd  Lodge  by  a  per  capita  tax  of  50  cents  on  all 
Masons  in  the  State  who  pay  dues,  and  has  an  endowment  fund  of 
;J4o.iKj<),  called  Knights  Templar  Triennial  Endowment  Fund. 

'* Montana. — Has  no  home.  Has  a  Grand  Charity  Fund,  to  which 
10  per  cent,  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  is  appropriated. 

"'Nebraska. — Has  no  Masonic  Home.  Has  a  corporation  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  home,  but  there  is  no  present  prospect  of 
erecting  any  buildings.  They  are  waiting  for  the  Craft  to  determine 
whether  a  home  is  needed  or  not. 

**Ne7ada. — Has  no  home. 

•'A'iTc'  Mexico. — Has  no  home. 

••AVr.:'  Hampshire. — The  Committee  has  no  information. 

''New  Jersey. — Has  no  Masonic  Home,  but  has  a  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund,  which  was  adopted  as  a  substiute  for  a  movement  to 
build  a  Masonic  Home. 

*'Anu  >0r/6.— Has  a  Masonic  Home,  located  at  Utica.  Erected  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  supported  by  rentals  of  the  property  owned 
by  the  Craft  and  an  initiation  fee  of  $•'>  for  each  new  member. 

The  German  brethren  have  also  a  home,  located  at  Tappan. 
Rockland  county,  N.  Y.,  whicn  is  supported  from  the  rentals  of  the 
German  Masonic  Temple. 

'Worth  Carolina. —\\'A'&  an  Orphans'  Asylum.  The  Grand  Lodge 
contributes  |^,(Mm)  annually  to  its  support,  and  the  State  also  con- 
tributes annually  to  its  support. 

"North  Dakota, — Has  no  home,  and  none  in  contemplation. 
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**Ohio, — Has  a  Masonic  Home  in  course  of  erection.  It  has  just 
been  put  under  roof,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  about  one 
year.    It  is  located  at  Springf'eld,  Ohio. 

**  Oregon. — Has  no  home,  and  nothin|i>:  has  been  done  towards 
establishing  one. 

**Pennsyh>ania. — Has  a  Masonic  Home,  located  in  Philadelphia.  It 
is  incorporated  under  the  State  law,  and  is  not  under  the  con- 
trol of  nor  supported  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  supported  by  the 
annual  dues  ot  members  of  the  corporation,  contiibutions  and  dona- 
tions. All  of  the  Grand  Bodies  make  annual  appropriations  towards 
its  support. 

**-A*W.f /j/[Z«</.— Has  no  home,  and  no  <steps  have  been  taken 
towards  establishing  one, 

**SoutJi  Carolina, — Has  no  home,  and  has  taken  no  steps  to 
establish  one. 

**South  Dakota. — Has  no  home,  but  has  a  Grand  Charity  Fund. 

^*Tenn€ssee. — Has  a  Widows'  and  Orphans*  Home,  erected  from 
funds  raised  by  subscriptions  and  life  memberships.  We  have  no 
information  as  to  how  it  is  supported,  nor  as  to  its  cost  or  capacity. 

*' Texas. — Has  no  home.  Has  about  $50,000  at  interest  for  the 
purpose  of  bnilding  a  Masonic  Home. 

**6V/7/(.— Has  no  home  and  has  done  nothing  towards  establishing 
one. 

**  Vermont, — Has  no  home,  and  has  taken  no  action  in  the  matter. 

*'  Virginia. — Has  a  Masonic  Home.  It  is  supported  by  contribu- 
tions ol  Lodges  and  life  memberships.  It  will  accommodate  fifteen 
persons. 

**  Washington. — Has  no  home.  Resolutions  have  been  adopted  and 
a  committee  appointed,  but  nothing  done  towards  establishing  a 
home. 

•*  H^est  Virginia. — Has  no  home,  and  has  taken  no  steps  to  establish 
one. 

**  Wisconsin, — Has  no  home.  The  subject  has  been  under  consid- 
eration by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  different  times  for  ten  years,  but  no 
action  has  been  taken  toward  establishing  a  home. 

"From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  Masonic  Homes  of  vari- 
ous kinds  have  been  erected  in  the  followmg  Slates,  to-wit:  Illinois, 
Kentdcky,  Michigan,  Missouri,  New  York  two.  North  Carolina, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee  and  Virginia. 

**fhii  Illinois  home  was  originally  a  private  residence,  and  cost 
166,000. 

*The  house  and  grounds  cost  the  Masonic  Home  Association  $20,- 
000;  it  will  accommodate  sixty  persons  by  crowding;  for  the  year 
ending  January  81.  1893,  the  average  number  of  inmates  in  the  home 
for  the  year  was  38.50;  the  total  expenditures  during  the  year  were 
$7.2:i7  26;  interest  on  investment  at  6  percent.,  $1,200,  making  a 
grand  total  of  $8,426.20;  average  cost  for  each  inmate,  not  including 
interest  on  investment,  1187.69;  average  cost  for  each  inmate,  includ- 
ing interest  on  investment,  |218.86. 

*'The  Kentucky  Home  is  a  home  for  widows  and  orphans.  It  was 
opened  in  May,  1871,  and  since  that  time  there  have  been  received 
fifly-five  widows  and  seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  children.    It  is 
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pnncipally  a  home  for  children,  and  they  are  educated  as  well  as 
otherwise  cared  for  while  there. 

'*Cost  of  building  and  improvements  to  August  31,  18!)3;  $188,852; 
capacity,  4(J0  inmates;  average  number  of  inmates  during  the  year, 
*J^i:l\  total  expenditures  for  year,  $127,021 .88;  interest  on  investment, 
()  per  cent..  $11,031.1:2,  makmg  a  grand  total  of  j!.'W,tl53;  average  cost 
for  each  inmate,  not  including  interest  on  investment.  $110.47.  aver- 
age cost  for  each  inmate,  including  interest  on  investment,  $104. 

•  The  Michigan  Honif  has  thirty-three  acres  of  ground;  cost  of 
buildings  and  improvements.  ^SO.iKK^;  capacity,  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  inmates;  number  of  inmates  now,  twenty-seven;  mainte- 
nance account  of  18113,  |4,t>0(^;  interest  on  investment,  0  per  cent,  $5,- 
100;  making  a  grand  total  of  {10,0(RK  average  number  of  inmates 
for  year  not  given,  but  we  estimate  it  at  twentY-seven,  the  number 
there  now;  averav'e  cost  for  each  ii^mate,  nut  including  interest  on 
investment,  $181.48;  average  cost  of  each  inmate,  including  interest 
on  inxestment.  J37±oO. 

''The  Missouri  Masonic  Home  consists  of  an  old  mansion  and  fif- 
teen acres  of  ground,  and  has  a  capacity  for  about  KM)  inmates;  cost 
of  building  and  grounds,  S40,(M)0;  the  number  of  inmates  July  Mst, 
isiKJ,  was  boys,  twenty-two;  girls  thirty;  women,  fifteen;  men,  five; 
total,  seventy-two:  total  expenditures  during  the  year,  not  including 
building  and  repairs,  ^1>,J^:{1. 07;  interest  on  inve.stment,  0  percent., 
J2,4(M);  making  a  grand  total  of  511.731.07;  average  number  of  in- 
mates not  given,  but  wee.stimate  it  at  seventy-two.  the  number  there 
July  31,  18H3;  average  cost  for  each  inmate,  not  including  interest, 
51-i».0U;  average  cost  for  each  inmate,  includmg  interest,  $102.02. 

The  New  York  Home  was  dedicated  October  o,  1802;  has  one 
hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land;  cost  of  structure  complete,  in- 
cluding land,  building,  furniture,  fixtures,  horses,  agricultural  im- 
plements, and  all  improvements,  and  |iroperty  connected  with  the 
home,  was  $>S0<i,0l2.iH»;  the  present  building  will  accommodate  one 
hundred  and  fifty  persons;  on  March  1,  1^04,  there  were  seventy- 
nine  inmates  in  the  home;  the  average  cost  of  maintaining  the  home 
for  tiie  month  of  February,  1803,  for  each  inmate  was$2^>.42,  which 
would  make  the  cost  for  a  year  tor  seventy-nine  inmates,  no.  includ- 
the  interest  on  investment  $24,008,10;  interest  on  the  investment 
for  a  year  at  0  per  cent.,  $18,414,72;  estimating  the  average  number 
of  inmates  at  seventy-nine,  the  number  in  the  home  March  1,  1894, 
the  average  cost  per  year  for  each  inmate,  not  including  interest  on 
the  investment,  is  $.'>0.j.n4:  average  cost,  including  the  inteffest, 
$.>S8.03. 

The  German  Masons'  Home,  at  Tappan,  New  York,  is  valued  at 
$2o,«HH);  the  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year  J 802  was  $4,048.00;  in- 
terest on  investment  at  0  percent.,  ;sl.'»*H);  the  number  of  inmates  at 
the  clo.se  of  that  year,  fifteen;  we  are  not  informed  what  the  average 
number  of  inmates  for  the  year  1802  was,  but  estimating  it  at  hfteen, 
the  number  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  average  cost  for  the  year  lor 
each  inmate,  not  including  intere.<<t.  was  $.'>OO,03;  average  cost  for 
each  inmate,  including  interest.  $4no.o:;. 

The  Pennsylvania  Home  has  been  in  operation  for  nine  years;  the 
real  estate  and  improvements  cost  $:i0,o.'>1.03,  the  personal  property 
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is  valued  at  |3,696;  making:  a  grand  total  ot  $43,227.63;  the  number 
of  inmates  December  1,  1892,  was  thirty,  and  the  number  December 
1,  1893,  was  twenty-nine;  expenditures  for  all  purposes,  not  includ- 
ing investments,  for  the  year  were  |8,281.49;  mterest  on  investment 
at  6  per  cent.,  |2,598  66;  making  a  grand  tctal  of  $10,885  15;  esti- 
mating the  average  number  of  inmates  during  the  year  at  thirty,  the 
average  cost  for  the  year  for  each  inmate, not  including  interest  on  in- 
vestment, |276. 04;  average  cost  for  each  inmate,  including  interest 
on  investment,  $362.83. 

The  Ohio  Home  is  not  yet  open  for  inmates,  and  the  committee 
have  no  information  upon  which  to  base  estimates  of  cost  of  build- 
ings and  cost  of  support  in  the  homes  in  North  Carolina,  Tennessee 
and  Virginia. 

We  find  the  cost  of  buildings,  number  of  inmates  and  average  cost 
of  support  in  the  seven  homes  given  above  as  follows: 

COST  OF  BUILDINGS,  LANDS,  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Illinois $  66,000  00 

Kentucky 183,852  00 

Michigan 8(),000  00 

Missouri 4(K000  00 

NewYork 306.912  90 

German  Home,  New  York 25,000  00 

Pennsylvania 4^3,227  6i3 


Total  cost $750,991  53 

Average  cost 107,284  50 

NUMBER  OF  INMATES. 

Illinois 38  50 

Kentucky 232 

Michigan 27 

Missouri 72 

New  York 79 

German  Home,  New  York 15 

Pennsvl  vania 30 


Total  number  of  inmates  493.50 

Average  number  of  inmates 70.50 

ANNUAL  COST  OF  MAINTENANCE. 

Expenditures,  Interest. 

Illinois $    7,226  20  $    1.200  00 

Kentucky 27.021  28  11.031  12 

Michigan 4,900  00  5,160  00 

Missouri 9,331  67  2.4(K)  00 

New  York 24,098  96  18,414  12 

German  Home.  New  York 4,648  96  1 ,600  00 

Pennsylvania 8,281  49  2,593  66 


Totals $  85,507  76  $  42,293  99 
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Total  expenditures  and  interest $127,806  66 

Average  cost  maintenance,  not  including  interest 12,215  39 

Average  cost  maintenance,  including  interest 18,238  09 

COST  OF  MAINTENANCE  FOR  EACH  INMATE  PER  YEAR. 

Expenditures,  Interest. 

Illinois %  IS"  tm  %    3117 

Kentucky 110  47  47  53 

Michigan 181  48  191  11 

Missouri V2S\  m  33  32 

New  York 305  04  232  99 

German  Home,  New  York 3(K)  93  100  00 

Pennsylvania 270  04  86  79 

Totals $l,o(Mj  25  $  722  91 

Average  cost,  not  including  interest 215  17 

Average  cost,  including  interest 318  45 

**The  Committee  was  required  to  ascertain,  as  fully  as  practica- 
ble, the  probable  cost  of  establishing  a  Masonic  Home,  and  the 
annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  same,  and  also  the  average  cost  of 
each  inmate.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  estimate  the  probable  cost  of 
establishing  such  a  Home,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  without 
knowing  something  of  the  dimensions  of  the  Home  and  the  num- 
ber of  inmates  expected  to  be  accommodated.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  foregoing  figures,  there  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  cost  of 
constructing  such  Homes,  depending  largely,  no  doubt,  upon  the 
manner  of  construction  and  the  method  of  finish,  as  well  as  the 
size  of  the  buildings. 

"The  Michigan  Home  and  grounds  cost  $8(),0<M),  and  has  a  capacity 
for  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  inmates.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  a  substantial  Home  could  be  erected  for  less  money,  and  give 
it  as  our  judgment  that  a  building  with  a  sufficient  capacity  to  ac- 
commudate  one  hundred  inmates,  properly  furnished  and  equipped, 
and  the  necessary  grounds,  could  be  procured  for  the  sum  of  {75.000, 
and  that  such  a  Home  with  suflicient  capacity  to  accommodate  fifty 
inmates  would  probably  be  procured  for  from  f4<>,(HiO  to  $oO,<XK),  and 
that  a  Home  with  a  cafiacity  for  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  inmates 
would,  if  erected    and  furnished    in    modern  style,  probably  cost 

j:2ri,(MM). 

"In  our  judgment  the  experience  of  the  seven  Homes  above 
enumerated  is  the  best  criterion  upon  which  to  base  an  estimate  of 
what  the  average  cost  of  maintaining  such  a  Home  would  be,  and 
the  average  cost  for  each  inmate.  The  experience  shows  that  the 
average  cost  of  maintaining  each  inmate  per  year  in  the  ssid  seven 
Homes,  not  including  interest  on  money  invested,  is  |215.17, 
and  including  interest  on  the  money  invested,  $1)18  45.  The 
average  number  of  inmates  in  the  said  seven  Homes  during  the 
year  for  whirh  the  estimate  is  made,  was  70.,")<).  With  that  number 
in  a  Mome,  it  is  our  judgment  that  the  aveage  cost  of  maintenance 
for  each  person  would  be  about  as  above  stated.     With  a  less  num- 
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ber  the  average  cost  would  probably  be  increased,  and  with  a  greater 
number  the  average  cost  would  probably  be  decreased.  The  average 
cost  of  maintaining  a  Home  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  num- 
ber of  inmates,  and  without  knowing  the  number  it  is  impossible  to 
estimate  it  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

"  1  here  are  at  present  24,604  Masons  holding  membership  in  Iowa. 
If  the  Grand  Lod<e  should  undertake  to  erect  and  support  a  Home 
at  the  expense  of  the  membership  in  the  State,  the  cost  per  mem- 
ber, as  nearly  as  we  can  estimate,  would  be  as  follows: 

'*A  home  costing |25,000  andsupporting  twenty-five  inmates  would 
require  an  assessment  of  $1  on  each  member  for  its  erection,  and  an 
annual  tax  of  25  cents  on  each  member  for  its  support.  A  home 
costing  $50,000  and  supporting  fifty  inmates,  would  require  an 
assessment  of  $2  on  each  member  for  its  erection  and  an  annual  tax  of 
50  cents  on  each  member  for  its  support.  A  home  costing  |75,000  for 
its  erection  and  supporting  one  hundred  inmates,  would  require  an 
assessment  of  $3  on  each  member  for  itt.  erection  and  an  annual  tax 
of  75  cents  to  $1  on  each  member  for  its  support. 

"From  the  facts  above  set  forth  your  committee  is  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  this  Grand  Lodge  ought  not  to  undertake  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Masonic  Home.  But  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
in  any  sense  opposed  to  Masonic  charity.  Charity  is  the  foundation 
stone  upon  which  Masonry  rests.  It  is  the  one  virtue  above  all  oth- 
ers, which  for  ages  past  has  kept  the  fire  lighted  on  the  altar  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  to-day  unites  the  membership  of  the  Order  in  all  nations 
into  one  common  brotherhood.  To  relieve  the  distress  of  a  needy 
brother,  his  widow  and  orphans,  is  a  virtue  taught  to  every  one  who 
enters  our  mystic  brotherhood,  from  the  time  he  first  kneels  at  the 
altar  until  the  final  summons  from  the  Grand  Master  of  the  universe 
transfers  him  from  the  field  of  his  labors  in  the  Lodge  below,  to  a  life 
of  eternal  rest  in  the  Grand  Lodge  above  Charity  is  noi  only  a 
viriue  of  Masonry  as  an  Order,  but  it  is,  or  should  be,  an  individual 
virtue  of  every  Mason,  it  is  that  virtue  which  prompts  every  faith 
ful  Mason  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  every  needy  brother,  and 
relieve  his  distress  so  far  as  lies  in  his  power.  But  while  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  Mason  to  exercise  charity  toward  his  brethren,  the  most 
efficient  method  of  dispensing  Masonic  charity  is,  in  our  judgment, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Subordinate  Lodge.  The  Subordinate 
Lodge  in  which  a  brother  holds  his  membership  is  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  word  his  ^Masonic  Home.'  Within  its  sacred  precincts 
the  worthy  brother  in  distress  may  at  all  times  pour  his  sorrows  into 
willing  and  appreciative  ears,  with  the  assurance  that  his  wants  will 
be  fraternally  considered  and  meet  with  such  response  as  his  neces- 
sities may  require.  He  is  a  brother  among  brethren.  The  Lodge, 
through  its  officers,  or  its  Committee  on  Charity,  can  inquire  into  the 
merits  of  the  needy  brother,  his  widow  and  orphans,  and  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  aiid  proper  to  lelieve  their  distress. 

*'There  have  been  many  Subordinate  Lodges  that  during  the  last 
year  have  not  been  called  upon  by  their  members  for  relief,  but 
when  such  calls  have  been  made,  they  have  been  met  in  the  true 
Masonic  spirit.  Of  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  Lodges  answering 
the    inquiries   sent  them    by  the  Committee,    ninety-nine  Lodges 
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contributed  to  the  relief  of  needv  brothers,  their  widows  and 
orphans,  in  sums  varying  from  $'2  to  fAin\  each,  the  sifCKteKaie 
amount  of  such  contributions  for  the  year  being  |4,1)34  76,  The 
average  for  each  Lodge  contributing  was  ;^i».S4. 

"Three  hundred  and  one  of  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  Lodged 
from  their  reports,  did  not  contribute  anything  for  the  purposes 
called  for  in  the  questions.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  questions 
that  they  do  not  call  for  a  ri-port  of  amounts  paid  lor  the  relief  of 
transients,  or  for  the  mere  temporary  wants  of  needy  brothers. 
There  has  no  doubt  been  considerable  amounts  paid  by  many  of 
the  Lodges  for  these  objects,  but  we  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
for  our  purpose  to  inquire  lor  the  amount  of  such  contributions. 

"From  this  showing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
are  nobly  responding  to  the  calls  made  upon  them. 

"In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  the  wants  of  our  needy 
brothers,  their  widows  and  orphans,  can  be  belter  relieved  by  their 
home  Lodges,  and  with  much  le^s  expense  than  in  a  Masonic  Home. 
In  many  cases  a  small  amount  of  money  added  to  what  the  rela- 
tives or  friends  of  a  distressed  brother  would  do  for  him,  would 
be  sufficient  to  relieve  his  wants  at  his  own  hcmie.  while  if  sent  to 
a  public  home,  his  whole  support  must  necessarily  be  furnished 
him.  We  believe,  further,  that  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory 
to  a  sick  or  needy  brother  to  remain  among  his  friends  and  receive 
such  support  as  might  be  necessary,  than  to  go  to  a  public  home, 
where  of  necessity  all  the  ties  of  relation  and  friendship  formed  by 
years  of  residence  must  be  severed,  and  he  be  compelled  to  live 
upon  charity  received  at  the  hands  of  strangers. 

"As  to  orphans  of  our  deceased  brethren  who  need  help  at  our 
hands,  we  feel  confident  that  as  a  general  rule  homes  in  private 
families  in  the  vicinity  of  their  residence  cm  be  found  for  them  by 
members  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,  and  that  such  homes  will  be 
much  better,  both  for  their  moral  and  material  welfare,  than  a  pub- 
lic home,  and  that  in  after  years  when  they  have  grown  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  they  will  bless  their  benefactors  for  not  send- 
ing them  in  their  tender  years  to  an  orphans'  home. 

"Hut  while  we  are  unalter«ibly  of  the  opinion  that  the  proper 
method^  for  dispeuMug  Masonic  charily  is  through  the  Subordinate 
Lodges,  we  recognize  the  fact  that  they  cannot  in  all  cases  meet  the 
demands  for  relief  made  upon  them.  There  are  cases,  as  shown  by 
this  report,  where  the  Subordinate  Lodges  are  unable  to  continue  to 
furnish  all  the  relief  needed  by  distressed  brothers,  their  widows  and 
orphans.  For  the  purpose  of  supplementing  the  work  of  the  Subor- 
dinate Lodges  and  assisting  them  in  furnishing  relief  to  the  distressed 
in  cases  where  such  assistance  may  be  needecl,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  (irand  Lodge  should  have  a  substantini  charity  fund.  The 
amount  paid  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  charity  in  the  past  is,  in  our 
iudgment,much  less  than  it  should  be, and  we  recommend  that  there 
be  appropriated  for  charity  H)  percent  of  the  income  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  be  added  annually  to  the  Grand  Charity  Fund, this  fund  to 
be  used  in  assistingtho.se  Lodges  which  are  unable  to  render  all  the 
aid  the  necessities  of  their  members  and  those  depending  on  them 
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may  require,  and  for  such  other   charitable  relief  as    the    Grand 
Lodg:e  may  deem  proper. 

'*In  order  that  equal  justice  may  be  maint.iined  as  far  as  practica- 
able  between  the  individual  I.od^es  contributing  to  this  Charity  Fund, 
the  assistance  of  the  Grand  Lod^^e  to  an  individual  Lodge  ought,  in 
no  case,  to  be  given  until  a  full  statement  h  is  been  made  by  the 
Master  and  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  applying  for  such  assistance, 
showing  fully  the  needs  of  the  persons  for  whom  aid  is  asked,  the 
resources  and  condition  of  the  Lodge  through  whom  such  aid  is 
sought,  and  what  has  been  done  by  such  individual  Lodge  in  the 
case 

**We  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  work  can  be  better  done  by  a 
permanent  Boar4  of  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  whose  member- 
ship is  not  liable  to  be  entirely  changed  earh  year,  than  by  a  com- 
tnittee,  as  now  provided  for  by  the  Code.  Under  the  present  pro- 
visions one  member  of  the  committee,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  must 
be  changed  each  year;  the  others  may  be.  We  recommend  that 
the  Charity  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  consist  of  a 
fioard  of  Charity  Trustees,  of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Grand  Master. 

"That  in  the  selection  of  the  first  Board  one  mf»mber  shall  be 
selected  for  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years,  and 
that  thereafter  one  member  of  such  Board  be  selected  each  year, 
whose  term  of  office  shall  continue  for  three  years;  that  such  Board 
shall  have  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  Masonic 
charitv.  and  that  no  appropriation  can  be  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
out  of  the  Charily  Fund  until  such  appropriation  shall  have  received 
the  sanction  of  the  said  Board  of  Charity  Trustees.  That  such  Board 
shall  not  have  the  right,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  then  only 
to  a  limited  extent,  to  grant  aid  or  draw  upon  the  Charity  Fund,  but 
that  all  applications  for  such  aid  be  reported  by  such  Board  to  the 
Grand  l^ge  with  its  recommendations.  And  further,  except  in 
cases  of  emergency,  the  Board  shall  not  report  any  case  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  unless  application  therefor  shall  have  been  made  to  such 
Board  at  least  ten  days  before  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
That  no  member  of  the  Board  shall  receive  compensation  for  serv- 
ices, but  shall  be  allowed  their  actual  and  necessary  expenses 
incurred  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  in  attendance 
upon  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge." 

L.  E.  Fellows,  Lansing,  G.  M. 

T.  S.  Parvin,  Cedar  Rapids,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  J.  C.  W.  Coxe  made  the  report  on  Correspondence  now  for 
the  second  time,  and  has  produced  what  ought  to  attract  the 
brethren  of  Iowa.  There  is  much  that  we  desire  to  notice,  and 
perhaps,  should  have  noticed,  but  that  we  thought  under  the 
circumstances  to  our  own  brethren  the  report  on  the  Masonic  Home 
so  full  and  so  complete  ought  to  have  precedence.  Alabama  for 
18(^  finds  a  place  in  the  review. 
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KANSAS — 38TH  Annual,  February,  1894. 

Many  pages  of  rhis  volume  are  devoted  to  memoirs  of  M.  *.  \V.*. 
P.*.  Grand  Master  fohn  H.  Hrown,  late  Grand  Secretary  of  this 
Grand  LocJge.  and  reporter  on  Correspondence.  That  his  brethren 
loved  him  is  by  no  means  surprising,  or  that  so  many  should  have 
arisen  to  sing  his  praises.  Kansas  may  wait  a  long  time  for  just 
such  another. 

Grand  Master  Wm.  D.  Thompson  occupied  the  Grand  East,  and 
delivered  his  address,  and  told  of  his  having  gr;^ted  a  Dispensa- 
tion for  a  new  I-odge.  This  was  found  worthy  of  a  Charter.  There 
was  also  a  Charter  without  the  Dispensation,  but  direct  and  com- 
plete, )f  ranted  to  a  new  F^odge,  on  account  of  the  name,  we  presume. 
It  is  called  the  John  H.  Brown  Lodge. 

He  granted  many  Dispensations  in  special  cases,  and  a  few  to 
confer  degrees  out  of  time  These  latter  he  found  in  many  in- 
stances troublesome,  but  "at  all  times  endeavored  to  do  no  violence 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft,  or  material  injury  to  the  beneficiary." 

He  is  pressing  in  his  appeal  to  the  Order  in  behalf  of  the  Masonic 
Home,  and  regrets  the  absence  of  record  authority  to  pass  to  it  an 
appropriation  of  $4  (HX>  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session . 
The  necessity  for  these  large  expenditures  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
this  object  seems  hardly  to  exist,  when  the  next  paragraph  informs 
us  that  only  $lo<)  expenditure  was  found  necessary  "for  the  relief  of 
destitute  Master  Masons  and  widows  residing  m  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction." 

The  memorial  proposition  of  Colorado  met  his  hearty  approval, 
and  Grand  Lodge  concurred. 

Grand  Secretary  states:  "It  is  very  gratifying  to  know,  that  not- 
withstanding the  cry  of  hard  times,  more  Lodges  have  had  their 
returns   in.  and  paid  up    proniptly  this    year  than  any    year   since 

From  his  summary  we  learn  that  there  are  349  chartered  Lodges; 
members.  19,S14;  being  84  less  than  as  reported  last  year. 

A  very  peculiar  but  interesting  address  was  delivered  byM.".  VV.*. 
John  Guthrie,  Grand  Orator. 

Geo.  W.  Clark.  Lyons,  G.  M. 
Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka,  G.  Sec'y- 

Brother  M.  M.  Miller,  P.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  made  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence.   He  expressed   somewhat   needlessly  his  fear  in   this 
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capacity  because  he  was  followinji:  so  accomplished  a  predecessor  as 
the  late  lamented  Bro.  John  H.  Brown. 

Alabama,  for  1893.  met  with  due  favors  at  his  hands.  We  are 
pleased  at  learning  from  him  that  Colorado  has  not  opened  a  mar- 
ket for  the  sale  of  Dispensations,  as  we  feared  she  had  done. 

KENTUCKY— 94TH  Annual,  October,  1893, 

This  Grand  Lodpe  wa««  opened  by  M.\  W.\  Grand  Master  John 
Speed  Smith,  with  411  representatives  present.  The  number 
of  Lodges  is  458,  with  a  membership  of  17,042,  and  a  reported  gain 
of  a34. 

Grand  Master  authorized  the  formation  of  13  new  Lodges,  and 
15  received  charters. 

We  find  that  he  rules,  we  think  correctly,  which  was  approved  by 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  subject  of  reciprocal  duties  as  to  dimits,  as 
follows: 

**The  right  ol  dimit  is  an  inhertint  rigl«t  and  cannot  be  denied,  but 
the  Lodge  also  has  rights,  one  of  which  is  to  close  its  doors  to  those 
who  would  avail  themselves  of  the  privileees  of  the  Order  while 
bearing  none  of  its  burdens,  viz:  dimitted  Masons.'' 

He  is  fairly  exultant  over  the  success  of  the  Home,  of  which  the 
Committee  on  the  Home  say: 

''Inaugurated  as  a  well-meant  but  doubtful  experiment  twenty- 
three  years  ago,  without  anv  precedent  after  which  to  model  Us 
design  or  forecast  its  policy,  it  has.  nevertheless,  furnished  a  contin- 
ous  record  of  unexampled  prosperity  from  the  day  of  its  dedication 
to  the  present  hour,  and  has  fully  sustained  its  well-founded  claim 
to  pre-eminence  as  the  great  original  file-Uader  in  the  advancing 
column  of  our  Masonic  Homes,  which  are  now  being  hailed  every- 
where by  the  Craft  as  the  most  attractive,  efficient  and  distinguish- 
ing landmarks  of  genuine  Freemasonry. 

**  To  whatever  limit,  therefore,  the  success  of  these  Homes  can  be 
extended,  it  is,  in  everv  possible  expansion,  the  proper  subject  of 
general  rejoicing,  and  that  spirit  which  would  seek  to  circumvent 
their  influence,  and  thus  narrow  the  measure  of  their  popularity  and 
eflfect,  is  a  ^'^w^/a/ spirit,  that  counteracts,  as  far  as  ir  goes,  our  most 
efficient  agents  of  Masonic  relief,  and  restores,  to  the  same  extent, 
the  reign  of  destitution  and  want  over  the  hapless  victims  of  an 
adverse  fate.  But,  thanks  to  the  Universal  Father  of  the  fatherless, 
the  time  for  doubt  and  despondency  has  passed forez'er^  as  we  devoutly 
believe,  so  far  as  our  own  beloved  Home  is  concerned. 

Which  meets  our  most  hearty  concurrence. 
He  gave  notice  of  the  withdrawal  of  Pennsylvania    from  the  rep- 
resentative system,  and  as  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  bad  adopt^ 
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the  same  course,  recommended  its  reference  to  a  special  Commit- 
tee. This  was  done,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  determined  to  still 
adhere  to  her  present  position. 

A  striking:  incident  was  related  Grand  Lodge  by  a  visiting  brother 
of  liow  twenty-six  years  before  he  had  been  saved  from  drowning 
by  a  brother,  who,  happening  to  be  present,  was  requested  to  bring 
the  visitor  to  the  East,  when  (irand  Master  accosted  them  as 
Damon  and  Pythias. 

The  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  recognized  and  fraternally  greeted. 

A  proposition  to  distinguish  the  members  of  Grand  Lodge  from 
visliting  brethren  by  a  bndge  was  made,  and  referred  to  Committee 
on  Finance,  which  reported  unfavorably,  because  of  the  expense, 
and  this  was  concurred  in. 

A  resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  Superintendent  of  the 
House  to  take  the  children  of  suitable  age  to  the  World's  Fair,  if 
it  be  possible,  and  to  accomplish  this  the  various  Lodges,  Chap- 
ters, Commanderies  and  brethren  subscribed  SI. -')^^.  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  $-'»(M»  Such  love  have  our  brethren  of  Ken  ucky  for  this  bant- 
ling of  theirs,  that  Grand  Master  was  enabled  to  say  that  **  During  the 
year  I  have  not  heard  one  word  in  disapproval  of  the  increased 
assessment  for  the  support  of  the  children  of  the  Home.*' 

James  W   Staton,  Brooksville,  G.  M. 
H.  B.  Orant,  Louisville,  fi.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  (Correspondence  is  no  longer  from  the  pen  of  our 
friend,  Bro  Staton,  because  he  had  been  placed  in  a  loftier,  if 
not  more  useful  position,  and  you  see  that  he  is  now  elected  to 
wield  the  gavel  instead  of  the  pen.  We  congratulate  him,  and 
doubt  not  his  equable  disposition,  good  judgment  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  Masonic  law,  for  which  his  long  service  on  the  cor- 
res|K)ndence  has  peculiarly  fitted  him,  will  serve  him  well  in  the 
discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  resting  on  the  shoulders  of  every 
Grand  Master.  The  Report  is.  however,  made  by  M.*.  W.  •.  Bro. 
\V.  W.  Clarke,  Past  (Irand  Master,  who  makes  courteous  and 
fraternal  menticm  of  Alabama,  for  ls<i2,  noting  what  might  be 
esteemed  of  general  interest. 

He  is  an  enemy  to  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  pre- 
sents some  forcible  arguments  in  support  of  his  position.  Yet  com- 
paring (Irand  I-od«;es  to  nations  we  think  hardly  proper,  for  these  are 
alien  lo  each  other  and  natural  enemies,  while  the  others  are  only 
for  ronvenienre,  subdivisions  of  our  great  family.  The  subject  is 
one  frau}{ht  with  difficulty,  and  has  given  us  much  thought,  but  we 
fear  to  break  away  from  the  old  doctrine. 
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LOUISIANA — 82ND  Annual,  February,  1894. 

By  instruction  from  this  Grand  Lodg:e  at  its  previous  Communi- 
cation, a  Lodge  of  Sorrow  was  held  on  April  29,  1893,  under  the 
control  of  Grand  Master  George  W.  Bolton,  to  commemorate  the 
virtues  of  Past  Grand  Masters  Lobdell,  Whittaker,  Girard,  Fleming, 
and  Horner,  and  to  express  in  fitting  terms  the  loss  sustained  and 
felt  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  brethren. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  Grand  Master  Bolton  stated  that 
the  Craft  had  enjoyed  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity,  notwithstanding 
the  financial  depression  which  so  seriously  affected  all  classes  of 
business.  Grand  Secretary  informs  us  that  there  are  122  chartered 
lodges,  all  but  two  of  which  had  made  returns;  that  the  member- 
ship numbers  4,864,  and  that  the  increase  had  been  251. 

Dispensations  for  three  new  lodges  were  issued,  and  charters 
granted  to  five. 

The  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  for  a  centennial 
memorial  celebration  on  the  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Brother 
George  Washington,  was  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  by  the 
Grand  Master,  but  of  it  we  hear  nothing  farther. 

He  cordially  approves  of  the  proper  celebration  of  St.  John's  Day 
by  the  Craft,  as  calculated  to  produce  a  favorable  impression  on 
those  entertaining  "erroneous  and  uncharitable  views  of  our  Order," 
and  as  a  means  of  cultivating  the  social  features  and  producing  a 
strong  esprit  du  corps  among  the  brethren  of  a  Lodge. 

An  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  salary  of  Grand  Lecturer  from 
twelve  to  twenty-four  hundred  dollars,  but  without  effect. 

The  position  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Alabama  is  the  same 
as  k)  the  right  of  a  Lodge  to  try  its  W.*.  M.  *.,  if  for  official  acts  only 
triable  by  Grand  Lodges,  if  for  personal  offences  by  his  Lodge 
when  he  shall  be  no  longer  inofiice. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Order, 
what  it  so  admirably  expresses: 

"It  is  unquestionably  a  part  of  the  unwritten  law  of  Masonry  that 
the  interests  of  the  Order  are  best  subserved  while  it  grows  slowly; 
so  that  the  materials  for  its  structure  can  be  selected  after  the  most 
careful  examination.  This,  in  emulation  of  the  'Builder,'  who 
selected  the  materials  for  the  erection  of  the  great  Temple  of  Solo- 
mon, with  an  eye  single  to  its  durability,  and  who  allowed  no  stone 
to  be  added  thereto  until  it  had  been  'tested'  and  judged  to  be  free 
from  i>ossible  defects." 
9 
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Just  before  proceeding  with  the  election  a  resolution  was  passed 
reminding  the  members  that  electioneering  was  contrary  to  an  edict 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

George  H.  Packwood,  Clinton,  G.  M. 
Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,  G    Sec'y* 

P.*.  G.'.  M.'.  J.  Q.  A.  Fellows  presented  one  of  his  unique  re- 
ports on  Correspondence,  in  which  many  subjects  were  carefully 
treated .  From  it  we  learn  that  he  deprecates  the  system  beginning 
to  obtain  a  dependence  on  Lodge  charity,  and  attributes.it  to  a  de- 
parture from  the  ancient  rule  and  practice  of  the  Fraternity,  but  be- 
lieves that  a  Mason's  obligations  are  of  such  a  character  as  to  bind 
him  to  the  exercise  of  this  virtue  personally  to  the  extent  of  his 
abilities. 

After  quoting  from  Bro.  Greenleaf,  of  Colorado,  quite  extensively 
as  to  the  regularity  of  symbolic  lodges  the  fruits  of  Grand 
Orients,  he  says: 


(• 


'Is  not  the  testimony  of  thousands  of  such  men  in  whom  Bro. 
Rohbins  has  confidence  a  sufficient  'voucher'  for  the  Masonic  char- 
acter and  purpose  of  those  organizations?' 


** 


"He  thinks  not,  and  we  quote  from  his  reply  the  following: 

"  'There  are  a  great  many  good  people  in  those  bodies  who  think 
they  are  Masonic  bodies  simply  because  they  have  always  heard 
them  spoken  of  as  such.  There  are  also  a  great  many  good  people 
who  belong  toother  of  these  so-called  Masonic  bodies  in  which  we 
do  not  hold  membership,  many  indeed  whose  fellowship  we  enjoy 
in  such  of  them  as  we  arc  both  members  of,  as  well  as  in  the 
Lotlges.  For  a  double  reason  their  testimony  is  not  a  'voucher* 
for  the  Masonic  character  of  these  organizations.  In  the  first  place, 
they  hold  the  same  opinion  of  those  of  them  to  which  they  belong; 
and  we  do  not,  that  they  share  with  us  about  those  to  which  we 
both  belong — that  they  are  no  part  of  Masonry.  Among  the  ablest 
and  staunchest  supporters  of  the  views  we  hold,  and  which  we  hope 
some  (lav  to  hold  iii  common  with  Hro.  Grecmleaf,  are  Knights 
Templar  and  Scotch  Riters,  whose  degrees  run  up  above  the  freez- 
injs:  point  of  Fahrenheit.  In  the  second  place,  the  conditions  of 
Masonic  avouchment  require  that  the  person  receiving  the  voucher 
and  he  who  does  the  vouching,  shall  equally  /^-fUKc  of  what  is 
vouched  for.  The  voucher  can  extend  no  further  than  the  knowledge 
of  the  more  ignorant  or  least  advanced  of  the  two. 

"  'Bro.  Robbins  may  not  succeed  in  eliminating  the  usages  which, 
for  convenience,  has  applied  the  term  'Masonic'  to  organizations 
of  Masons  other  than  the  Lodge,  but  he  hopes,  nevertheless,  to 
do  his  best  to  hasten  the  day  when  it  shall  be  generally  understood 
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that  an  orj^anization  which  derives  none  of  its  powers  from  the 
Grand  Lodcre  can  not,  simply  by  calling  itself  'Masonic/  gain  the 
right  to  exercise  even  the  shadow  of  authority  in  the  Masonry  of 
which  the  Grand  Lodge  is  at  on«.e  the  outgrowth  and  the  conserv- 
ator, or  to  vex  that  body  with  its  quarrels.'  " 

"We  have  now  placed  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  in  posses- 
sion of  the  most  reliable  information  upon  this  subject,  which,  if 
they  will  consider  from  a  broad  standpoint,  there  should  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  reaching  a  conclusion  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of 
Masonry,  and  its  mission  lO  make  of  one  brotherhood  the  dwellers 
in  all  nations. 

"From  time  to  time  we  have  devoted  considerable  space  to  the 
allied  branches  of  Masonry,  especially  during  the  discussion  of  the 
Question  of  their  recognition  as  quasi  Masonic  bodies.  Some  of  our 
fellow  reporters  may  have  been  somewhat  mystified  as  to  our  true 
belief  in  what  constitutes  Masonry  'pure  and  undeiiled.' 

"To  disabuse  the  minds  of  all  such,  we  reprint  the  following  lines 
expressive  of  our  devotion  to  Ancient  Cratt  Masonry.  While  par- 
taking somewhat  of  a  personal  experience,  it  seems  unavoidable 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  will,  we  trust,  strike  a  responsive 
chord  in  the  breasts  of  'the  faithful'  who  are  possessed  of  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  degrees." 

O,  MOTHER  LODGE,  WE'VE  WANDERED  FAR. 

O,  Mother  Lodge,  we've  wandered  far 

And  knocked  at  many  a  door. 
Since  first  we  wore  thy  Lambskin  gift 

And  trod  thy  Checkered  Floor. 
Since  first  thy  symbols  met  our  gaze 

And  claimed  our  constant  thought, 
Till  patient  search  at  length  revealed 

The  hidden  truths  they  taught. 
When  heart  at  name  of  Brother  thrilled, 

And  loyal  but  to  thee, 
We  love  thy  Square  and  Compass 

And  adore  thy  Letter  G. 

The  Chapter  held  recovered  truths, 

Why  not  possess  the  same. 
That  thought  awoke  a  new  desire 

And  fanned  it  into  flame. 
The  honor  sought  at  length  was  ours. 

We  read  the  Keystone's  face 
And  saw  the  treasures  long  emtombed 

Brought  from  their  hiding  place. 
Another  tie  had  bound  our  heart, 

Another  name  had  we. 
O,  Mother  Lodge,  we've  wandered  far. 

Yet  still  we  cling  to  thee. 
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The  Council  next  a  votary  claimed, 

We  passed  within  its  door, 
The  Orders  then  ol  Knig^hthood  took, 

But  still  we  craved  for  more. 
The  Scottish  Rites  prolific  hrood 

Rose  tempting:ly  to  view, 
We  reveled  in  the  mysteries 

Expressed  by  .Si2. 
At  last  the  crowning  honor  came 

With  figures  3,S. 
O,  Mother  Lodge,  we've  wandered  far, 

Yet  still  we  cling  to  thee. 

O,  Mother  Lodge,  we've  wandered  far, 

From  thy  more  simple  ways, 
Mid  scenes  of  splendid  pageantry, 

With  glories  all  ablaze. 
Where  dulcet  strains  fell  on  our  ear. 

And  pealing  anthems  rung. 
And  wisdom  of  the  antique  world 

Was  voiced  by  silvery  tongue. 
And  yet  withal,  true  Son  of  Light, 

\N  ith  vision  clear  to  see. 
(),  Miither  Lodge,  we've  wandered  far. 

Yet  still  we  cling  to  thee. 

O,  Mother  Lodge,  we've  wandered  far, 

With  longings  vain  posse.ssed. 
No  higher  jewel  than  thy  scjuare 

Is  worn  on  Mason's  breast. 
No  higher  badge  than  thy  first  gift, 

Th»'  Lambskin  pure  and  white, 
Thv  Pointed  Star  ascendant  is 

O'er  every  grade  and  rite. 
Between  thy  pillars  all  must  pass, 

Or  else  must  cease  to  be, 
O,  Mother  Lodge,  we've  wandered  far, 
Yet  .still  we  cling  to  thee. 

"We  must  add  that  our  reading  of  Masonic  hi.story  established 
tht'  fact,  that  however  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Kngland,  Scotland  and 
Ireland  were  formed,  every  existinjr.  Grand  Lodge  was  formed  b> 
Lodj'i'S.  which  were  created  by  one  of  the  above  named  three 
Grand  Lodges,  principally  that  o!  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England 
(the  ancient  and  modern)  or  by  Lodjres  creati'd  by  those,  and  that 
however  much  tht»y  have  deviated  from  the  original  form  of  organ- 
ization, such  deviations  have  sprung  from  innovations  and  changes 
matle  since  their  first  organization.  Of  course,  those  Grand  Orients 
are  excepted  who  are  derived  Irom  the  original  continental  Grand 
Lodges  after  they  become  Grand  Orients.  The  question  still 
remains  open  as  to  the  recognition  of  these   newly   created  Grand 
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Orients  and  the  other  Grand  Lodges  changed  into  Grand  Orients, 
and  to  those  Grand  Lodges  which  are  but  the  adiuncts  ot  Grand 
Orients  and  subject  more  or  less  to  their  control. 

'*lt  is  a  mistake  to  say  that  a  large  number,  a  majority  as  some 
contend,  of  the  Masons  of  the  world,  come  under  the  category  of 
questionable  Grand  Lodges,  those  not  possessed  of  sovereignty — the 
members  of  such  are  comparatively  few.  The  English-speaking 
Masons  are  the  vast  majority  of  the  Masons  of  the  world,  and 
they  are  of  one  mind  on  this  question  of  form  of  government  and 
organization.  To  those  we  may  add  the  German  Grand  Lodges, 
there  being  in  the  German  Empire  no  Grand  Orients  or  Supreme 
Councils. 

*'Under  the  head  of  Mexico  something  has  been  written  in  this 
report,  bearing  upon  the  question  here  discussed.  At  first  it  was 
thought  best  to  let  the  matter  drop  there,  but  further  reflection 
makes  it  appear  advisable  to  say  something  more. 

'*Many  will  recollect  the  position  taken  by  Bro.  Gurney,  of  Illi- 
nois, in  his  Reports  or  Correspondence,  and  in  a  manner  followed 
by  bis  successor,  M.'.  W.'.  Hro.  Robbins,  that  no  Grand  Orient, 
whose  origin  was  not  by  direct  descent  from  the  original  Grand 
Lodges,  should  be  recognized,  and  that  the  Masons  owing  allegiance 
to  those  Grand  Orients  were  clandestine  made  Masons  and  not  to 
be  recognized.  While  we  never  could  go  to  the  extent  he  did,  we 
could  not  but  recognize  that  there  was  some  ground  for  his  conten- 
tion, and  felt  that  he  became  too  partisan  to  eliminate  the  kernels  of 
truth  from  the  vast  mass  of  chaf). 

"Whenever  a  Grand  Orient  (or  Grand  Lodge)  presents  its  claims 
for  recognition,  we  first  inquire,  was  it  sovereign  and  independent 
in  its  territorial  jurisdiction;  second,  was  it  formed  by  a  concurrence 
of  a  majority  of  Lodges,  not  less  than  three,  of  that  jurisdiction; 
third,  were  those  Lodges  working  under  a  legal  Charter  or  warrant, 
authorizing  them  to  work;  and,  incidentally,  were  the  Charters  or 
warrents  actually  legal;  and,  fourth,  were  the  Masons  composing 
such  Lodges  legally  made  Masons,  or  were  they  clandestine?  The 
failure  in  any  one  of  these  particulars  would  be  fatal  to  the  claim  of 
recognition. 

'*But  it  is  said  that  in  most  or  all  of  those  countries,  where  Supreme 
Councils  exist,  in  the  Latm  countries  of  Europe  and  America,  the 
Lodges  were,  for  the  greater  part,  created  by  Supreme  Councils,  and 
as  such  Supreme  Councils  are  generally  recognized  as  possessing 
the  power  of  making  Masons  or  creating  Lodges,  and  which  powet 
also  exists  in  the  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  Generals,  who  compose 
such  Supreme  Councils,  the  Masons  made  and  the  Lodges  created 
by  them  must  be  deemed  regular  and  legal  and  entitled  as  such  to 
recognition. 

**This  raises  another  question,  namely,  had  a  Sovereign  Grand  In- 
spector General  33°  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  or 
the  Supreme  Councils  of  that  Rite,  any  such  power?  It  is  claimed, 
and  such  is  the  fact,  that  all  the  Supreme  Councils  of  the  world  are 
direct  descendants  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Southern  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  of  which  the  writer  is  an  active  mem- 
ber, and  has  been  since  1870,  and  is  now  the  oldest  Sovereign  Grand 
Inspector  in  the  Jurisdiction,  having  received  the  33°  on  14th  Feb- 
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ruary,  1857.  Havine  made  a  study  of  this  branch  of  Masonry  as  well 
as  of  the  other,  I  profess  to  some  little  knowledge.  In  the 
preparation  of  my  Report  on  Correspondence  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
m  1860,  combatting^  the  pretensions  of  James  Foulhouse  who  was 
a  reK:uIar  33°  Mason,  ana  who  claimed  the  rij^ht,  as  such,  to  estab- 
lish Lodges  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  Louisiana,  I  searched  for  and  at 
last  obtained  a  copy  in  English  of  the  Constitutions  of  1786,  the 
first  edition  ever  printed  of  an  English  translation  that  I  have  ever 
heard  of.  I  ascertained  and  so  reported  that  Inspectors  General 
claimed  a  great  deal  more  power  and  authority,  1  think  I  wrote  ten 
times  as  much  as  they  actually  possessed.  For  this  I  was  ridiculed, 
and  blamed  for  my  ignorance  and  presumption  in  passing  my 
opinion  on  the  rights  and  powers  of  Inspectors  General,  of  whom  I 
was  one. 

"I  contended  that  neither  the  Inspectors  nor  Supreme  Councils 
had  the  power  which  they  or  some  of  them  assumed  to  have  of 
making  Masons  and  creating  Lodges;  and  while  they  said  they 
7t'r7/7r</ the  right,  out  of  comity,  where  Grand  Lodges  existed,  they 
still  had  the  power  and  exercised  it  in  countries  where  there  were 
no  Grand  Lodtfes.  We  denied  the  right,  and  insisted  they  had  no 
such  right  to  waive.  Bro.  Pike,  who  had  held  the  contrary,  at  last 
admitted,  in  Buffalo,  in  1877,  that  by  the  law  of  the  Rite  they  did 
not  have  the  power  to  waive,  at  least  where  Grand  Lodges  existed. 

"Now,  as  all  Supreme  Councils  emanate  from  the  Supreme 
Council  created  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  81st  May,  18()1,  we  will 
inquire  what  powers  the  founders  of  that  Supreme  Council  had,  or 
might  have  assumed  to  have.  All  the  members  forming  that 
Supreme  Council  were  at  that  time  members  of  Lodges  in  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  They  were  under  all  the  obligations  that  Master  Masons 
were,  and  still  are.  v\hatever  new  Masonic  organizations  they  may 
have  made,  they  could  not  arrogate  to  themselves  any  powers  in 
conflict  with  Iheir  existing  obligations.  What  those  were  and  are, 
all  intelligent  Masons  are  familiar  with.  We  can  say  that  among 
them  were  found  that  every  Lodge  must  have  a  Charter  or  warrant 
from  some  Grand  Lod^e  authority,  empowering  it  to  work,  and 
that  every  Mason  must  be  made  such  in  regular  and  legally  consti- 
tuted Lodge. 

"From  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  therefore,  it  follows  that  the 
Inspectors  or  the  Supreme  Councils  formed  by  them,  could  not 
make  Masons  nor  create  Lodges,  and  Masons  made  by  them  or  by 
their  authority  would  be  clandestine  made  Masons,  and  Lodges 
created  by  them  would  be  without  authority  and  clandestine  Lodges. 
Hence,  whether  the  Constitutions  of  17s6,  which  they  made  in  1801 
the  fi'udamental  law  of  the  Rite,  gave  them  the  power  or  not,  it 
could  give  them  no  power  which  would  be  in  contravention  of  their 
obligations  as  Master  Masons. 

**Now,  let  us  take  the  example  of  Mexico,  about  which  we  have 
written  in  another  place.  A  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 
Southern  Jurisdiction  went  to  Mexico,  gave  the.  degree  from  the 
first  to  the  thirtv-third,  inclu.Kive,  to  certain  citizens  of  Mexico, 
established  therefjy  the  Supreme  Council  of  Mexico,  and  either 
directly,  or  probably    through  that  Supreme    Council,    established 
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Lt>d^es  in  Mexico.  Such  is  the  origin  of  many  Lodges  in  Mexico 
at  this  date,  though  it  is  asserted  that  they  have  cut  loose  from  the 
Supreme  Council  and  with  others  have  established  a  Grand  Lodge. 
We  have  to  inquire  as  to  the  l<^ality  of  these  Lodges  and  the  fact 
whether  the  members  are  clandestine  made  Masons  or  not. 

**  We  take  it  upon  us  to  assert  that  the  state  of  things  depicted  as 
to  Mexico  is  the  rule  in  all  countries  where  the  Grand  Orient  system 
prevails,  and  especially  where  the  institution  is  governed  by 
Supreme  Councils.  We  ask  them  to  trace  their  lineage  and  prove 
themselves,  what  their  rights  are— what  is  their  origin? 

"We  hav*-  said  there  are  comparatively  few  who  claim  to  be  Ma- 
sons in  the  Latin  countries  of  Europe  and  America,  and  it  would 
have  little  weight  to  set  up  that  the  universality  of  Masonry  would  be 
destroyed  were  all  such  refused  recognition.  That  is  not  the 
question,  but  the  question  is,  are  those  claiming  to  be  Masons  truly 
such,  or  are  they  clandestine — for  this  is  at  the  very  foundation  of 
this  whole  controversy — when  this  is  determined,  by  the  consensus 
of  the  leading  miuds  of  the  vast  majority  of  Masons,  we  can,  if 
necessary,  proceed  to  examine  the  other  questions  necessary  to 
prove  the  legitimacy  of  the  Grand  Orients  claiming  recognition. 

"We  do  not  propose  to  go  further  at  this  time  and  decide,  ex  cathe- 
lira,  that  these  or  other  Masons  are  clandestine  made,  and  shall  wait 
to  hear  from  others." 


MAINE — 75TH  Annual,  May,  1894. 

M.*.  W.*.  G.-.  Master  Horace  H.  Burbank  congratulated  the  Craft 
on  its  prosperity  and  harmony,  though  pausing  to  sympathize  with 
the  brethren  of  other  jurisdictions,  who  had  during  the  year  met 
with  the  loss  of  so  many  distinguished  members.  The  crop  of  such, 
mowed  by  the  "all-devouring  scythe  of  time,"  is  indeed  fearfully 
large.     I^dgfes  193,  membership  2L564,  increase  77. 

He  suggests  that  some  commemoration  of  the  75th  Anniversary 
be  had. 

Many  Lodge  Halls  were  dedicated;  many  Dispensations  granted, 
and  a  few  refu.sed. 

Application  for  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  filed  and  re- 
ferred to  the  succeeding  Grand  Master. 

A  hearty  welcome  was  extended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Okla- 
homa. 

The  following  sentiment,  tersely  expressed,  should  linger  in  the 
minds  of  every  Mason: 

"As  from  time  to  time  officers  impart  to  candidates  the  principles 
underlying  our  institution,  we  need  to  be  reminded  of  contmuing 
obligations  and  unceasing  charity  of  opinion. 

Ever  mindful  that  one  brother's  rights  close  where  another's 
begin,  ever  watchful  and  zealous  that  iustice  should  be  our  standard 
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of  action  in  masonic  lines,  our  sole  contention  should  be,  "as  far  as 
in  us  lies,  to  live  peaceably  with  all,  and  to  dissipate  all  forms  of 
prejudice,  envy  and  dissension  ' 

1  o  build  up  an  aristocracy  oicharaiter^  to  infuse  into  masonic  lite 
sincere  practice  of  the  virtues  we  fosler,  to  inculcate  the  nobility  of 
Freemasonry,  this  is  our  duty,  this  our  mission." 

The  Charily  Fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge  amounts  now  to  more 
than  |;i'6.(X)0. 

Horace  H.  Burbank,  Saco,  G.  M. 

Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  G.  Sec'y. 

P.-.  G.'.M.'.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  the  representative  of  our  Grand 
Lodge  near  that  of  Maine,  as  usual,  made  the  report  on  Correspon- 
dence fully  up  to  his  standard  of  excellence,  which  you  all 
know  is  very  high.  In  it  Alabama,  for  18!K{,  appears  and  receives 
full  and  courteous  notice. 

He  differs  with  our  Grand  Master  Pettus  as  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  rapid  conferring  uf  the  degrees,  and  thinks  as  expressed  below. 
We  cannot  agree  with  him  in  his  conclusions,  yet  they  are  specious. 

He  also  differs  with  him  in  an  opinion  as  to  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued in  certain  cases  and  this  we  also  give  you: 

"As  we  have  heretofore  said,  we  think  that  the  importance  of  thij 
matter  is  greatly  overstated,  if  lodges  wilt  violate  their  duty  in 
such  cases  in  respect  to  requiring  suitable  proficiency,  they  will  do 
it  habitually.  Practically,  so  far  as  our  observation  goes,  the  very 
fact  that  the  degrees  are  conferred  more  rapidly  than  usual,  stimu- 
lates those  interested  to  make  greater  efforts  to  acquire  the 
necessary  knowledge  and  arouses  an  unusual  interest 
in  masonry,  which  .^eems  to  continue  to  increase  in  con- 
se<iuence.  It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  all  these  laws  are 
limitations  upon  the  powers  which  lodges  formerly  possessed. 
They  were  made  the  judges  of  the  time  required  to  investigate 
properly  the  character  of  a  candidate,  and,  through  their  Master,  of 
determining  when  a  candidate  had  made  suitable  proficiency.  The 
abuse  of  this  power  by  careless  lodges  and  incompetent  Masters 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  law  fixing  a  minimum  time  for  investiga- 
tion and  acquiring  suitable  proficiency;  and  we  have  often  doubted 
whether,  upon  the  whole,  more  mi.schief  had  not  resulted  from  the 
law  than  it  ^as  desired  to  prevent,  for,  in  the  past  certainly,  it  has 
been  taken  as  a  matter  of  course  in  many  lodges,  that  when  the 
reii Hired  lime  has  expired,  the  candidate  is  ready  for  advancement 
and  no  examination  was  had.  Were  it  not  for  the  growing  .senci- 
inenl  that  the  object  of  work  is  to  make  masons  instead  of  teaching 
Ma.'tiry^  we  should  be  inclined  to  return  to  the  old  system  and  hold 
Masters  and  Lodges  to  a  strict  accountability  for  a  proper  perform- 
ance of  this,  the  mo.st  important  of  their  duties.  We  received  the 
de>»rees  under  the  old  S).stem,  and  we  verily  believe  that  candidates 
acquired  more  proficiency  in  the  one  or  two  weeks  then  usually 
given  between  the  conferring  of  two  degrees,  than  under  the  rule 
re({uiring  a  month  in  all  cases  for  accjuirmg  it. 
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"A  case  had  been  before  the  Grand  I^dge,  in  which,  upon  an 
appeal  from  an  acquittal,  this  decision  was  reversed,  the  accused 
found  guilty,  and  indefinitely  suspended.  The  Grand  Master's 
attention  was  afterwards  called  to  ths  case,  and  upon  examination 
of  the  evidence,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  erroneous.     It  says: — 

*  *'If  Washington  Lodge  having  the  witnesses  before  it,  and  being 
personally  acquainted  with  the  character  ana  standing  of  each  wit- 
ness, of  their  credibility  and  their  means  of  knowing  the  facts,  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  these  brethren  were  not  guilty,  it  would  seem 
that  the  only  thing  that  this  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  do,  if  it  should 
come  to  a  different  conclusion,  would  be  to  remand  the  case  to 
Washington  Lodge  for  a  new  trial  and  not  to  convict  and  sentence 
upon  testimony  which  the  lodge  below  thought  insufficient.  This  is 
a  very  different  case  from  the  one  in  which  the  Lodge  below  finds 
the  accused  guilty,  and  fails  to  inflict  adequate  punishment.  In  that 
case  it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to 
see  that  a  sufficient  punishment  is  assessed.  In  the  case  under  consid- 
eration, not  only  did  the  Grand  Lodge  overrule  the  decision  of  the 
subordinate  lodge,  as  to  guilt  of  the  accused  upon  the  testimony, 
but  without  opportunity  for  further  hearing,  it  announces  him 
guilty  and  imp<  ses  the  penalty.  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  not  in 
accord  with  fairness  and  justice  to  the  accused,  and  I  most 
heartily  recommed  that  some  means  be  found  for  correcting  this 
apparent  injustice.  I  feel  sure  that  this  case  was  passed  upon 
hastily,  or  such  a  lesult  would  never  have  occurred.  What  the 
remedy  to  these  brethren  may  be  I  know  not,  but  when  this  Grand 
Lodge  sees  that  it  has  done  an  injustice,  it  will  surely  rectify  it;  and 
if  there  be  no  precedent,  the  Grand  Lodge  will  make  one  ior  the 
occasion.' 

**\Ve  utterly  dissent  from  the  proposition  that  the  case  should 
have  been  sent  back  for  a  new  trial.  The  idea  of  reversing  a  de- 
cision of  the  lodge,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  evi- 
dence, and  sending  the  case  back  for  a  new  trial  by  the  same  jttry^ 
seems  to  us  absurd:  the  members  of  the  lodge  are  placed  in  the 
dilemma  of  deciding  the  case  conttary  to  their  ozon  convictiofis ^  in  obedi- 
ence, to  the  mandate  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  of  deciding  it  the 
same  way  and  sending  the  case  again  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to  go 
through  the  same  manoeuvre  again.  We  suspect  that  there  was  no 
hearing,  as  there  should  have  l>een,  by  the  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Lodge;  probably  the  accused  did  not  appear  and  ask  one;  if  justice 
failed  to  be  done  in  consequence  of  his  neglect,  he  cannot  complain. 
In  this  case,  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  manifestly  erro- 
neous, as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  committee  submitted  at  this 
communication.  There  seemed  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  rightful 
power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  right  the  wrong  it  had  committed. 
The  doubt  rested  upon  purely  technical  grounds  and  we  are  glad  to 
see  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  exercise  of  its  power  as  the 
supreme  masonic  judicial  tribunal  in  Alabama,  reversed  its  former 
action  and  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  lodge.  It  would  have  been 
a  disgrace  to  Freemasonry  to  have  suffered  this  wrong  to  go  un- 
redressed, upon  technical  grounds,  which,  with  a  proper  conception 
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of  the  inherent  powers  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  do  not  exist.  We  have 
^iven  space  to  this  matter  because  the  same  doubts  exist  elsewhere, 
and  we  desired  to  put  on  record  a  precedent  which  so  fully  agrees 
with  the  principles  and  laws  of  Freemasonry." 

We  also  give  you  what  he    says  on    the  late  anti-saloon  Masonic 
legislation,  to  which  we  had  filed  our  protest.     He  says: 

"That  depends:  when  the  use  of  anything  becomes  a  public 
curse,  the  general  weal  demands  that  its  use  be  prohibi*ed,  although 
there  may  be  many  who  do  not  abuse  it;  human  laws  must  have 
reference  to  the  mass,  even  if  they  limit  the  rights  of  the  few.  So,  if 
evil  practices  exist  among  Masons  to  such  an  extent  as  todisgace 
Masonry,  it  is  no  innovation  to  enact  laws  to  prohibit  those  prac- 
tices. It  is  inherent  in  Freemasonry  to  preserve  itself,  and  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  when  necessary,  is  no  innovation,  but  rather 
the  performance  of  a  duty  enjoined  by  its  fundamental  principles." 

To  which  we  agree,  but  are  not  ready  to  concede  that  such  con- 
ditions do  exist. 

He  speaks  kindly  of  our  worthy  Bro.  Grand  Treasurer  Dingley, 
whom  he  had  met  during  the  summer. 

Noticing  the  proceedings  of  the  Masonic  Congress  on  the  i^ubject 
of  the  right  of  a  member  to  dimit  or  resign  his  membership  in  the 
Lodge,  he  says: 

"He  (Bro.  Bowen,  of  Nebraska)  holds  that  the  doctrine  that  a 
Mason  may  resign  his  membership  at  will,  came  from  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows: but— alas  for  his  theory— that  doctrine  prevailed  in  our  older 
(irand  Lodges,  before  any  one,  in  this  country  at  least,  ever  heard 
of  Odd  Fellowship. 

"He  assumes  that  his  doctrine  is  based  on  the  claim  that  a  man 
comes  into  Freema.sonry  *of  his  own  free  will  and  accord.*  But  he 
says  that  only  applies  to  his  cominir  to  the  door  and  not  into  Freema- 
sonry. This  IS  hair  splitting  with  a  vengeance!  If  a  candidate  tell 
the  truth,  he  enters  Freemasonry  'of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,'  so 
far  as  he  is  concerned;  that  he  enters  it  of  the  free  will  and  accord 
of  the  brethren  is  equally  true;  the  free  will  and  accord  of  both 
must  concur;  to  say  that  when  the  'free  will  and  accord'  of  both 
parties  must  concur,  one  of  them  does  not  act  of  his  own  *free  will 
and  accord' is  not  true;  the  fact,  that  until  he  has  actually  entered 
Freemasonry,  he  can  at  any  moment  retrace  his  steps  of  his  own  free 
will  Fnd  accord,  settles  it.  We,  however,  agree  with  Bro.  Bowen 
that  that  fact  does  not  prove  that,  after  he  has  become  a  Mason,  he 
can  leave  'ot  his  own  free  will  and  accord;'  but  if  it  proves  anything, 
it  proves  that  in  order  to  leave,  he  must  have  the  concurrence  of  the 
*free  will  and  accord'  of  his  brethren. 

"The  doctrine    that  the   Masonic  character  does  not   depend  on 

Lodge  membership,  and  that  a  Mason    may  resign  his  membership 

at  will,  resti>  upon  very  different  grounds. 

"There  is  nothing  in  any  of  the  instructions,  charges  or  oblijgations 

of  Masonry,  upon  one's  introduction  into  it,  that    teaches   him  that 
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membership  in  a  Lodge  is  so  essential  to  the  Masonic  character  that 
he  ceases  to  be  a  Mason  the  moment  he  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  a 
Lodge.  He  is  taup^ht  that  it  is  his  duty  to  be  a  member  of  a  Lodge; 
and  the  clear  implication  is  that  if  he  does  not  perform  this  duty,  he 
may  be  punished  therefor,  precisely  as  he  may  be  punished  for  the 
violation  of  any  other  Masonic  duty  or  obligation. 

**The  right  to  resign  membership  in  a  Lodge  rests  upon  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  law  to  the  contrary,  and  upon  Masonic  usage  thdt 
can  be  traced  back  so  nearly  to  1717,  that  there  is  no  reasonable 
doubt  ihat  it  has  existed  ever  since  Lodges  became  permanent 
bodies." 


MARYLAND — 107TH  Annual,  November,  1393. 

This  beautifully  prepared  volume  i.s  adorned  with  a  view  of  the 
new  Temple,  the  portrait  of  Grand  Master  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  who 
has  held  this  office  from  1885.  A  most  complete  evidence  of  his 
worth,  and  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  brethren  of  his 
jurisdiction,  and  an  isolated  instance  in  this  age  of  ambitious  effort 
for  honors,  and  the  inordinate  desire  for  constant  changes.  We  can 
see  no  reason  why  an  efficient  officer  being  obtained  should  not 
be  continued,  yet  how  tew  there  are  who  agree  with  us.  It  also  con- 
tains views  of  several  of  the  halls  and  rooms  of  the  Temple  and  a 
complete  detail  of  the  ceremonies  of  its  dedication.  At  this  a  most 
admirable  address  was  delivered  by  Bro.  Vaux,  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania;  just  such  as  might  be  expected  of  so  dis- 
tinguished and  learned  a  Mason  as  he  is. 

After  these  ceremonies,  the  banquet,  which  was  attended  by 
Grand  Masters  from  several  neighboring  jurisdictions. 

It  also  contains  a  short  account  of  the  several  places  of  abode  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  during  these  more  than  one  hundred  years. 

On  November  21st,  1893,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  due 
form  by  the  R.*.  W.-.  D.'.  Grand  Master,  and  then  M.-.  W.'.  Grand 
Master  having  been  notified,  entered  and  assumed  the  Gavel,  and 
read  his  address. 

The  returns  show  6,396  Masons.  We  have  no  method  given  of 
learning  the  number  of  Lodges,  or  the  increase. 

The  Grand  Master  shows  that  the  receipts  of  Grand  Lodge  will 
readily  enable  it  to  pay  off  its  debt,  notwithstanding  the  financial 
depression  had  thrown  some  obstacles  in  the  way. 

He  alludes  to  the  Masonic  Congress  at  Chicago,  and  is  gratified 
at  finding  that  its  conclusions  corresponded  with  :he  time-honored 
principles  which  have  so  long  been  recognized  in  Maryland. 
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He  issued  Dispensations  for  two  new  Lodges,  which  were  found 
worthy  of  Charters. 

He  speaks  hi)^hly  of  the  Masonic  Relief  Lodge,  but  regrets  that 
the  Charity  Fund  has  not  grown  according  to  expectation.  Volun- 
tary contributions  are  notoriously  unreliable  and  are  not  to  be 
depended  upon. 

Grand  Lodge  at  this  Communication  cordially  recognized  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria,  and  welcomed  it  into  the  family  of 
Grand  Lodges. 

Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Baltimore,  G.  M. 
Jacob  H.  Medairy,  Baltimore,  G.  Sec'y. 

We  bemoan  the  absence  of  Bro.  Schultz's  report,  but  hope  for 
better  things  in  the  future. 

MASSACHU.sk  r  rs — 160 rn     Annu\i..     1)£ckmkek,     1893. 

The  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  held  quarterly,  and 
the  annual  anniversary  is  held  on  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  day. 

At  the  quarterly  in  June,  lS!i;>,  M.',  \V.'.  Grand  Master  Richard 
Briggs  presided,  and  at  this,  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Home 
reported,  very  judiciously  and  conservatively,  that — 

*'They  were  aware  that  some  ditTerenre  of  opinion  existed  among 
tiie  brethren  as  to  the  expediency  of  inaugurating  such  an  enterprise 
in  our  jurisdiction,  and  it  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance, 
that  ample  tune  and  opportunity  should  be  given  for  ascertaining 
what  had  been  the  action  and  experience  in  regard  to  it  in  other 
jurisdictions,  and  what  seemed  to  be  the  wants  and  necessities  of 
our  own,  and  the  best  means  of  providing  lor  them.    The  Commit- 


would  command  and  receive  the  approval  of  the  Craft  throughout 
the  State." 

A  postponement  of  recognition  of  the  Grande  Dieta  of  Mexico 
was  made  for  more  certain  information  of  its  being  the  Supreme 
Head  of  Symbolic  Masonry  there. 

A  motion,  authorizing  the  Grand  Master  to  appoint  delegates  to 
tlif  Congress  at  Chicago,  was  rejected. 

This  was  the  last  time  that  M.'.  W.'.  Bro.  Briggs  presided,  for 
f  re  the  next  quarterly,  this  Grand  jurisdiction  was  called  upon  to 
niuurn  his  loss. 
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At  the  quarterly,  in  September,  R.*.  W.'.  Harvey  N.  Shepard 
presided  as  Grand  Master,  and  the  death  of  M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Briggs 
being  announced,  proper  respect  and  glowing  ttibutes  were  paid  to 
his  memory  and  virtues. 

At  the  quarterly  of  December,  1893,  R.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Shepard 
delivered  the  Annual  Address.  In  it  he  reported  the  Craft  in 
excellent  condition.  Lodges  number  232;  members,  33,936;  and  the 
increase  was  55. 

A  Committee  from  the  oldest  Lodge,  King  Solomon's,  appeared 
before  Grand  Lodge  with  a  petition  praying  Grand  Lodge  to  join 
in  the  celebration  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  placing  of 
a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Joseph  Warren,  the  M.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Masterof  Ancient  Masons  in  North  America,  and  in  it  was  this 
language: 

*'This  occasion  is  of  importance  to  King  Solomon's  Lodge, 
because  it  is  the  celebration  of  the  most  important  event  in  its 
existence;  for  to  that  Lodge  belongs  the  honor  of  the  first  dedication 
of  a  monument  in  this  country,  to  the  memory  of  those  who  thought 
it  better  to  die  as  freemen  than  to  live  as  sl.ives,  and  because  this 
monument  testifies  to  the  patriotism  and  loyalty  of  its  fathers.  It 
is  important  to  every  Mason  of  this  jurisdiction,  because  the 
memorial  was  erected  to  one  who  was  their  ancient  and 
honored  chief;  to  every  Mason  in  this  country,  because  this  man  was 
the  appointed  head  of  all  the  Ancient  Masons  of  North  America, 
and  because,  as  from  Massachusetts,  our  grand  old  mother,  have 
flowed  so  many  beneficent  and  glorious  streams  of  good  for  this 
nation,  so  from  this  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachu.setts  has  gone  forth 
the  benign  and  grand  stream  of  Masonry  over  this  country  to  enrich 
and  beautify  its  social  life;  to  every  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth, 
because  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Joseph  Warren 
was  the  first  patriot  governor  of  Massachusetts.'* 

It  is  now  proposed  to  limit  the  membership  of  the  brethren  belong- 
ing to  lodges  in  America  to  one  lodge  only. 

Always  on  the  anniversary  of  St.  John,  in  December,  this  Grand 
Lodge  meets  for  installation  and  a  fine  old  time  called  "Feast." 
At  this  were  installed — 

Otis  E.  Weld,  Boston,  G.  M. 

Sereno  D.  Nickerson.  Boston,  G.  Sec'y. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 
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MICHIGAN— 50TH  Annual,  January,  1894. 

This  volume  contains  the  account  of  this  Lodf^e  of  Sorrow,  held  in 
nicrmory  of  the  distinguished  dead,  among  whom  was  our  confrere 
and  able  brother,  Wm  P.  Innes,  of  whom  it  was  then  said  that  "his 
great  sympathizing  heart  and  helping  hand  were  ever  open  to  the 
needy,  the  sick,  the  dying,  and  as  carrying  in  his  frank  and  open 
face  the  badge  of  upright  manhood."  Peace  be  to  his  remains,  and 
may  his  spirit  flourish  in  eternal  immortal  glory. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  the  condition  of  the  Order  as  being 
exceedingly  good,  notwithstanding  the  financial  depression.  The 
total  number  of  Lodges  is  876,  with  a  membership  of  35,517,  and 
the  gain  during  the  year  being  1,045. 

Grand  Master  G- E.  Dowling  issued  Dispensations  for  two  new 
Lodges,  and  these  received  Charters. 

He  refused  many  applications  for  permission  to  allow  other  bodies 
to  occupy  jointly  the  Masonic|Halls,  because  the  regulation  forbade 
it,  but  remarks: 

'When  "ivi  burn  out.  we  are  glad  to  accept  the  kind  offices  of 
other  societies,  and  the  Grand  Master    is  permitted  to    grant  a  Dis- 

Eensation  authorizing  joint  occupancy,  but    when  the  other  fellows 
urn  out,  they  have  no  place  with  us  whereon  to  lay  their  heads. 
* 'Therefore,  I  submit  to   you  the   question  that   inasmuch  as  we 
accept  the  kind    favors  of  other  societies,  whether  or  no  we  should 
not  extend  the  same  favors  to  them  under  such   regulations    as  the 
(irand  Lodge  or  the  Grand  Master  may  prescribe." 

Grand  I^dge,  however,  failed  to  look  through  the  same  glasses, 
and  refused  to  modify  the  Regulation. 

Grand  Master  reported  an  interesting  correspondence  Irom  the 
Grand  Rrepresentative  near  Grand  Lodge  of  Peru,  in  relation  to 
unharmonious  working  between  it  and  Grand  Orient  of  Peru.  It 
was,  however,  at  last  agreed  that  the  Supreme  Counc  il  would  not 
work  the  degrees  of  symbolic  Masonry. 

One  of  the  Lodges  submitted  to  Grand  Lodge  a  proposition  to 
ex<;mpt  Masons  over  seventy  years  of  age  from  Grand  Lodge  dues, 
but  this  was  not  deemed  proper,  and  was  negatived. 

Steps  were  tal'en  for  the  celebration  of  the  semi-centennial  anni- 
versary of  Grand  Lodge. 

■The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  welcomed,  and  exchange  of 
Representatives  recommended. 

Grand  Master  commended  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  to  the 
most  favorable  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  a  liberal 
donation  was  provided , 
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At  the  last  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge  an  appeal  to  the  several 
Lodges  was  provided  for.  This  was  made  by  Grand  Secretary,  and 
as  a  result  of  this  appeal  the  Grand  Secretary  reported: 

"The  responses  of  the  Lodges  to  this  call  have  not  been  of  the  most 
satisfactory  character.  Eighty-four  Lodges  have  contributed  the 
sum  of  $1,442.15  under  this  call,  as  against  157  Lodges  and  $3,508  60 
under  the  call  of  the  preceding  year.  Twenty-three  Lodges  have 
declined,  for  various  reasons,  to  contribute,  and  263  have  seemed 
to  utterly  ignore  the  call." 

And  further: 

**It  must  now  be  apparent  to  every  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
that  the  theory  of  maintaining  this  great  Masonic  charity  by  the  plan 
of  voluntary  contributions  has  proven  a  failure;  and  if  this  Grand 
Lodge  desires  to  continue  to  undertake  the  providing  tor  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Home,  some  other  method  of  raising  the  necessary 
funds  must  be  adopted . " 

Italics  ours. 

He  then  recommended  an  increase  in  dues  to  Grand  Lodge,  which 
was  declined  by  Grand  Lodge.  You  will  remember,  brethren,  that 
this  is  the  result  in  a  rich  jurisdiction  of  more  than  85,000  Masons, 
situated  in  a  thriving  and  prosperous  part  of  our  country;  then  what 
should  be  expected  from  ours,  of  about  12,000? 

Wm.  H.  Phillips.  Menominee,  G.  M. 
J^ff  S.  Conover,  Coldwater,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  latter,  as  usual,  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  frater- 
nally noticing  our  proceedings  for  1892.  From  it  we  copy  the  fol- 
lowing amusing  paragraphs: 

•'Evidently  the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  find  it  easier  to  get 
into  the  Grand  Lodge  hall  than  to  get  out  of  it,  as  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  means  of  egress  from  the  hall  and 
report  what  action  should  be  taken  regarding  the  same. 

"The  usual  complaint  is  that  it  is  too  easv  for  members  to  get  out 
and  more  necessity  usually  exists  for  a  committee  to  report  how  to 
hold  them  rather  than  providing  means  for  their  egress  during  the 
session." 

We  are  inclined  to  agree  with  the  "many  brethren"  that  if  many 
have  a  key  to  the  goat-room  the  goat  will  escape. 
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MINNESOTA — 41ST  Annual,  January,    1894. 

Here  lie  the  proceedings  of  Grand  F-odg^e  of  Minnesota,  whose 
interests  we  have  the  honor  to  be  requested  to  be  careful  of  near 
the  Grand  I^d{>:e  of  Alabama,  and  thus  far  we  are  proud  to  say  we 
have  not  been  recreant  to  the  trust.  Here  are  li>4  chartered  Lodges 
and  four  U.  D.,  reporting;  14,()()1  members,  with  a  net  gain  of  475. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  near  i»<l,<K)0,  balance  in  general  fund 
and  more  than  |T2,(KH)  to  the  credit  of  widows  and  orphans'  fund. 

Grand  Master  Wm.  F.  Dickinson  speaks  encouragingly  of  the 
Craft,  and  issued  four  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges,  which  were  at 
this  communication  chartered.  He  properly,  we  think,  decided  that 
blanks  in  balloting  should  not  be  counted,  and  says:  ''A  piece  of 
blank  paper  is  neither  a  ballot  nor  a  vote,  and  should  not  be 
counted  as  such.'*  He  decided  that  one  who  had  lost  the  forefinger 
of  his  right  hand  could  not  be  initiated,  nor  that  one  who  had  been 
initiated  but  who  had  lost  his  left  arm  could  be  passed,  but  Grand 
Lodge  thought  differently,  and  so  decided.  He  recommended  the 
appointment  of  custodians  of  this  work,  resembling  our  Committee 
on  Work,  and  with  about  the  same  powers.  This  was  favorably 
acted  on. 

The  Grand  Secretary  spoke  most  favorably  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  returns  had  been  made,  and  says: 

"An  analysis  shows  that  US  Lodges  have  made  a  net  gain,  fifteen 
remain  as  before,  and  sixty-one  have  lost  in  member.ship,  the  net 
gain  for  the  year  bein^;'  47o.  Eight  Lodges  show  a  gain  of  twenty 
and  upward,  the  highest  beina;  ninety-seven.  Only  four  show  a  net 
gain  of  over  twenty,  the  highest  gain  being  seventy-one.  The 
average  membership  in  each  Lodge  is  a  little  over  seventy-two. 
The  largest  Lodge  has  074  members—the  largest  in  the  United 
States." 

Our  J.-.  G.-.  Warden  R.*.  W.-.  Bro.  B.  Dudley  Williams  was 
properly  received  as  a  visitor,  and  spoke  of  the  jurisdiction  that 
lined  the  Mexican  Gulf  as  being  one  with  the  Fraternity  of  Minne- 
sota in  its  attachment  to  the  great  principles  of  Freemasonry. 

T»iis  Grand  Lodge  gracefully  declined  the  invitation  of  Colorado 
for  a  Centennial  Masonic  Memorial  at  the  grave  of  George  Washing- 
ton, on  account  of  the  probable  expense. 

An  excellent  oration  out  of  the  usually  beaten  track  on  the  origin, 
character  and  purposes  of  Freemasonry,  was  delivered  by  Bro. 
James  F.  Lawless,  Grand  Orator. 

Calvin  L.  Brown,  Morris,  G.  M. 
Tiios.  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  G.  Sec'y. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Alabama,  for  1892,  is 
found,  is  ag:ain  from  the  facile  pen  of  Bro.  Irving:  Todd.  We  are 
lij^htly,  but  pleasantly  noticed.  After  noting  that  the  ruling  of 
Grand  Master  Brown  that  "The  reinstatement  of  a  Mason  indefi- 
nitely suspended  restores  him  to  membership  as  well  as  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry,**  and  the  references  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence,  he  makes  this  comment:"  What  the  Com- 
mittee means  to  do  with  this  self-evident  proposition  remains  to  be 


seen." 


MISSISSIPPI— 76TH  Annual,  February,  1894. 

In  consequence  of  the  M.'.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Irwin  Miller  being 
"mysteriously  and  sorely  afflicted,"  this  Grand  Lodge  was  opened 
and  presided  over  by  R.*.  W.'.  John  Y.  Murray,  Jr.  D.'.G.'.M.*.,  who 
gave  such  information  to  Grand  Lodge  of  the  acts  of  Grand  Master 
as  was  obtainable  from  his  notes.  He  had  issued  Dispensations  for 
five  new  Lodges,  and  these  received  Charters.  The  number  of 
Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  is  266.  with  a  membership  of  8,811,  the 
increase  being  78. 

Grand  Master  recommended  the  abrogation  of  the  rule  requiring 
the  Master-elect  of  a  Lodge  to  be  introduced  into  the  degree  of 
Past  Master  before  being  installed,  as  working  great  hardship  in 
many  of  the  country  Lodges,  and  the  Committee  to  which  it  was 
referred  recommended  compliance  witth  the  same.  But  further 
consideration  was  postponed  until  the  next  Annual. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  is  a  continu- 
ous one,  to  which  all  questions  of  law  are  referred  that  would  other- 
wise prove  a  source  of  trouble  to  Grand  Master,  and  their  report 
being  well  considered,  and  on  every  conceivable  question,  if  pre- 
served by  the  Lodges  from  year  to  year,  will  prove  a  most  valuable 
compendium  of  Masonic  law,  and  if  referred  to  and  studied  by  the 
brethren,  will  in  a  short  time  prove  of  inestimable  value.  The 
Report  this  year  covers  twenty-nine  closely  printed  pages,  and 
covers  a  multitude  of  subjects. 

P.*.  G.'.  Master  Speed,  who  attended  the  Fraternal  Congress  at 
Chicago,  made  a  report.     In  it  he  informs  us  that: 

"The  work  of  the  Congress  did  not  cover  nearly  as  much  ground 
as  even  the  Committee  proposed,  after  it  had  winnowed  out  from  the 
mass  offered  to  it  those  questions  which  it  deemed  most  merito- 
rious— less  than  one-tenth  of  the  subjects  proposed  for  considera- 
tion having  been  reached  when  the  four  working  days  in  which  the 
10 
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Congress  sat,  expired.  As  it  was,  only  the  list  of  preferred  subjects 
recommended  by  the  Committee,  being;  those  on  which  papers  had 
been  prepared,  was  taken  up  and  over  one  hundred  other  interest- 
ing; questions,  upon  which  many  days  could  be  profitably  occupied, 
were  not  taken  up  at  all,  many  of  them  beinu:  of  more  importance 
than  those  upon  which  the  Congress  readied  a  conclusion.  Some 
time  was  wasted,  as  is  usual  at  all  suirh  gatherings,  in  a  profitless 
discussion  of  the  ritual,  regarding  which  an  agreement  is  always 
reached  by  agreeine  to  disagree,  each  contestant  retiring  from  the 
contest  with  a  still  more  determined  conviction  that  his  is  the  l>est 
possible  phrasing  of  a  mooted  sentence  or  performance  of  a  contro- 
verted action." 

And  draws  this  conclusion: 

"So.  while  we  think  the  work  of  the  Congress  and  the  influences 
which  it  will  have  in  the  future,  are  enough  to  ju.stify  its  meeting,  we 
are  by  no  means  prepared  to  admit  that  there  was  any  real  necessity 
for  it;  however,  as  good  and  only  good  has  come  from  it,  we  con- 
gratulate ourselves  that  we  were  honored  with  your  authority  to 
attend  and  permitted  to  participate  in  its  deliberations.  ' 


ti 


Grand  Lodge  recommends  the  celebration  of  St.  John's  Day,  for 
its  social  features,  and  that  the  widow  and  orphan  may  not  be  for- 
gotten. 

The  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction  had  contributed  to  charity  during 
the  year.  |2,282. 

J.  L.  Spinks,  Meridian,  G.  M. 
J.  L.  Power,  lackson,  G.  Sec*y« 

M.'.  W.*.  Bro.  Andrew  H.  Barkley,  P.".  G.*,  M. *.,  as  for  many 
years,  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  including  in  it  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  Alabama,  for  ]s!>2.  In  his  introduction  he  enunciates  a 
truism  which,  however,  cannot  be  too  frequently  impressed  upon 
Masons  everywhere.  It  is,  "Our  Masonry  is  worth  nothing  to  us 
unless  we  live  it."     By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them. 

()t  the  Masonic  Congress,  he  says: 

"The  Masonic  Congress  met,  consulted  and  debated  on  some 
good  old  (|uestions,  and  .st^ttled  nothing,  but  had  a  good  time  gen- 
erally, and  adjourned,  and  so  all  such  Congres.ses  will  do  in  the 
funiri'  The  (|uestions  di^^cussed  were  by  no  means  new.  They  had 
l)een  before  the  Masonic  world  ever  since  they  wercfirsi  raisaf.  The 
cirrumstances  which  ^»ave  rise  to  them  may,  at  the  time,  have 
vested  them  with  special  interest,  but  the  occasion  having  passed 
l»y  they  are  only  of  general  interest  to  the  entire  Craft,  and  any 
hroiherisat  liberty  t.)  take  them  up  and  consider  them  to  his 
heart's  content,  and  to  the  edification  of  all  those  who  are  desirous 
of  following  him,  until  he  reaches  his  conclusion." 
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MISSOURI — 74TH  Annual,  October,  1894. 

We  having  received  these  Proceedinsfs  are  able  to  gather  fresh 
and  late  items  as  to  the  Craft  in  this  great  jurisdiction.  Chartered 
Lodges,  including  five  that  had  been  formed  by  Dispensation 
during  the  year,  are  569;  members,  30,122;  gain,  499. 

Grand  Master  Harry  Keene  says: 

**The  Masonic  year  has  been  a  peaceful  and  prosperous  one. 
Notwithstanding  the  **hard  times,"  financially,  we  have  much  more 
than  held  our  own.  The  correspondence  has  been  voluminous,  but 
I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  settle  many  knotty  questions,  the 
Committee  on  Grievances  has  but  few  cases  to  report,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  announce  to  you  that  unanimity  and  concord  prevail 
amongthe  Fraternity  throughout  the  State." 

He  informs  us  that  he  has  had  innumerable  applications  to  confer 
the  degrees  out  of  time,  which  were  promptly  refused.  There 
might  arise  conditions  which,  in  our  opinion,  would  justify  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  but  these  are  of  so  extraordinary  character 
that  of  necessity  they  can  but  seldom  occur.  He  also  most  prop- 
erly refused  all  applications  to  appear  in  public  parades  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  Memorial  Day. 

He  arrested  the  Charters  of  several  Lodges,  of  one  of  which  he 
says,  "The  law-obeying  members  are  in  the  minority,  and  nothing 
but  a  deep  burial  can  purify  such  a  concern."  Of  another,  he  says 
it  ''deliberately  committed  suicide." 

Of  applications  for  and  where  Lodges  have  met  with  great  loss 
by  fire,  not  having  any  insurance,  or  only  to  a  very  insufficient 
amount,  he  well  says,  **To  my  mind,  in  this  day  and  age,  no 
Lodge  should  be  permitted  to  exist  that  does  not  provide 
for  its  future." 

They  are  thinking,  in  this  jurisdiction,  of  suspending  Masons  who 
voluntarily  remain  unaffiliated  more  than  twelve  months. 

There  is  a  very  lengthy  Report  on  the  Masonic  Home,  showing 
that  it  is  well  managed,  growing «n  the  esteem  of  the  brethren,  but 
entirely  too  small  for  complying  with  the  demands  upon  it.  In  this 
connection,  we  extract  from  the  Report  of  (Committee  on  Chartered 
Lodges: 

"Friend  Lodge  No.  352  asked  the  remission  of  one-half  of  its 
dues,  and  states  as  a  reason  therefor  that  the  Lodge  has  two  wid- 
ows who  are  a  charge  upon  it,  one  of  whom,  with  a  family  of  small 
children,  is  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Lodge  for  support. 
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The  statement  is  also  made,  they  are  not  willinjc  to  ^o  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Home. 

"The  Committee  cannot  look  upon  the  matter  of  going  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Home  in  the  light  that  this  family  apparently  does.  The 
Grand  Lodge  has  establi<;hed  and  is  maintaining  the  Masonic 
Home  for  the  express  purpose  of  caring  for  the  dependent  widows 
and  orphans  of  our  deceased  members,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  when 
any  one  is  in  need  and  entitled  to  admission  to  the  Masonic  Home, 
that  thev  should  not  dictate  how  our  aid  should  be  extended  to 
them.  Certainly,  the  comforts  and  management  of  the  Home,  and 
the  moral  influences  that  surround  it,  ought  to  attract  those  entitled 
to  its  shelter  and  protection.  Its  benefits  are  distributed  as  Masonic 
charity  should  be  distributed  VVhat  is  given  is  given  freely  for  the 
care  of  the  dependent  ones,  and  is  not  to  be  taken  in  any  sense  as 
mere  alms  givin?.  It  seems  to  us.  therefore,  that  a  proper  expla- 
nation of  the  advantages  and  benefits  of  the  Home,  its  comforts  and 
especially  the  moral  training  there,  should  make  any  one  entitled 
to  admission  within  its  portals  glad  to  find  shelter  within  its  w?lls. 
The  fostering  care  exercised  and  the  moral  discipline  enforced  over 
its  inmates  will  strenj^then  them  in  their  encounter  with  the  storms 
and  vicissitudes  of  life  when  they  go  forth  into  the  busy  world,  to 
fill  their  appointed  places,  and  thev  will  be  the  better  equipped  l^y 
the  training  received  for  fighting  the  battle  of  life  than  they  would 
be  fr<)m  any  effort  of  their  own,  even  with  all  the  help  the  Lodge  can 
give  them. 

"We  have  said  more  than  under  ordinary  circumstances  we 
would  do,  but  we  desire  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  tho^e  who  are 
dependent  upon  our  care  and  protection  that  it  will  not,  in  anyway, 
demean  them  to  accept  it  in  the  manner  as  provided;  and  this  being 
the  case,  the  Crand  Lodge  will  insist,  so  far  as  it  may  be  concerned, 
that  these  cares  shall  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  Home, 
whenever  entitled  thereto,  and  that  when  it  ispreferrec*  to  rely  upon 
their  own  exertions,  the  (irand  Lodge  will  not  take  their  prefer- 
ences into  consideration  in  any  qu»'stion  affecting  its  own  revenue." 

J.  B.  Thomas,  Albany.  G.  M. 
John  D.  Vincil,  St.  Louis.  G.  Sec*y- 

l^ro.  Vincil,  Past  Grand  Master,  presents  his  usually  able  Report 
on  Correspondence.tho' giving  the  details  from  Proceedings  of  other 
Gran<l  Lodges  more  space,  and  his  own  views  less.  The  latter  we 
greatly  miss,  for  although  at  times  spicy,  they  were  never  dis- 
courteous or  blustering,  as  we  have  sometimes  noted  But  we  let 
him  speak  for  himself  in  this  matter: 

"It  was  my  purpo.se  to  write  a  conclusion  of  some  length,  avoid- 
ing; an  introduction.  That  purpose,  like  many  others  in  life,  must 
be  iliscarded.  The  conditions  surrounding  the  writer  during  the 
preparation  of  the  foregoing  pa^es  have  been  any  thing  but  sat- 
isfactory. Thrown  out  of  the  regular  line  of  work  by  an  enforced 
absence  from  the  post  of  duty,  detained  from  home  for  weeks  by 
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the  famous  strike,  coupled  with  an  unusual  press  of  work  within  a 
short  limit,  the  closing  up  of  my  review  is  far  from  pleasing.  The 
Journals  found  in  the  Addenda,  coming  so  late  in  the  season,  when 
Grand  Lodge  preparation  was  absolutely  required,  caused  much 
neglect  on  their  merits.  Upon  the  whole,  this  is  to  me  the  most 
unsatisfactory  report  I  have  ever  made.  Its  length  annoys  me. 
Long  drawn  out  reviews  without  merit  must  be  an  abomination.  I 
am  glad  the  end  is  reached.  I  have  had  the  usual  enjoyment  with 
writers  ot  Reports  on  Correspondence,  and  hope  they  will  pass  my 
imperfections  by.  I  have  no  complaints  to  make-  concerning  the 
times,  even  if  they  are  out  of  joint.  I  have  been  treated  better  than 
I  deserve,  better  than  I  have  been  to  myself.  The  Fraternity  at 
large  is  still  moving  forward  and  in  many  respects  upward.  This  is 
cause  for  thanksgivin^:  on  the  part  of  all  good  men  and  Masons. 
Missouri  Masonry,  in  a  measure,  has  suffered  from  the  times,  but 
much  and  good  work  has  been  done  during  the  term  now  closing. 
Details  will  be  found  in  my  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  While  giv- 
ing expression  to  regrets  tor  my  own  failures,  I  rejoice  at  the  success 
of  others  and  the  grand  service  they  have  rendered  to  the  Craft 
and  to  mankind." 

Alabama,  for  1893,  receives  full  and  fraternal  notice.  He  avows 
that  the  decision  of  Grand  Master  Peltus  requiring  one  suspended 
for  N.  P.  D.  in  order  to  his  re-instatement,  to  pay  also  for  the 
period  of  his  suspension,  appears  strange  to  him,  but  this  has  been 
the  settled  law  of  this  Jurisdiction  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  It  is  but  a  penalty  inflicted,  nothing  more.  He  calls  the 
Grand  Secretary's  report  **a  fine  business  document." 


MONTANA — 29TH  Annual,  October,  1893. 

We  failed  to  receive  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  last 
year,  but  now  have  those  of  the  Communication  held  at  Helena, 
on  Oct.  11th,  1893,  and  which  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  Grand 
Master  Moses  Morris. 

There  are  37  Lodges  at  work  within  the  jurisdiction,  who.«e  mem- 
bership numbers  2,274,  with  a  gain  during  the  year  of  95. 

Grand  Masttr  is  grieved  at  the  effect  of  the  general  financial  con- 
dition upon  Masonry, but  says  there  is  no  cause  for  pessimi.«tic  views, 
for  the  institution  can  be  traced  back  for  centuries,  and  has  encoun- 
tered times  and  storms  worse  than  this,  and  yet  still  flourishes. 

We  regret  to  find  the  paragraph,  which  we  give  below,  in  this 
otherwise  admirable  address,  because  we  think  it  has  a  profane, 
political  smell,  offensive  to  Masonic  nostrils: 
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**The  present  insane  warfare  upon  siher^  so  alien  and  unnatural,  that 
toould  in  its  madness^  if  possible,  tear  out  the  silver  lining  of  our 
clouds  of  distress  and  demonetize  them,  must  soon  cease  and  con- 
fess its  error  in  sackcloth  and  ashes." 

The  italics  are  ours. 

He  think^the  system  of  propagating  the  work  through  Grand 
Lectures  resembles  very  much  in  its  results  that  of  pouring  water 
into  a  sieve;  nor  does  he  '*think  perfection  iu  Ritual  to  be  the  most 
important  thing  in  Masonry,  and,  furthermore,  that  there  is  only  one 
way  in  which  perfect  uniformity  can  be  obtained — the  only  way  in 
which  human  evidence  can  affirm  that  it  has  been  preserved  un- 
changed.'* 

Dispensations  for  three  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and  these  were 
chartered  at  this  session. 

We  now  extract  one  little  sentence,  because  it  is  so  eminently 
correct  and  proper,  and  yet  is  so  little  taken  heed  of  by  Lodges 
generally.     It  is: 

**It  should  be  regarded  as  the  rule,  from  which  the  foregoing  are 
rare  exceptions,  that  every  Lodge  should  so  arrange  its  dues  and 
fees,  and  husband  and  invest  its  resources,  so  as  to  be  able  to  pro- 
vide for  the  reasonable  wants  of  every  worthy  member  in  distress." 

Lodges  should  also  remember  that  the  old  regulations  require  that 
one  applying  for  the  degrees  should  not  only  be  so  employed  as  to 
maintain  himself  and  family,  but  also  be  able  to  spare  something; 
for  charity. 

With  the  following  rule  we  cannot  agree,  for  if  the  brother  was  in 
good  standing  before  his  death,  how  is  he  to  be  deprived  of  it  afier 
death?  Will  >ou  put  hin;  to  trial?  The  Grand  Lodge  *'lelt  it  tothe 
sound  discretion  of  the  Lodge:'' 

"1.  Asked,  if  a  brother,  committing  suicide,  could  be  buried 
with  Masonic  honors.  Answered,  that,  as  a  rule,  it  would  be  im- 
proper, but  there  might  be  causes,  such  as  insanity,  that  would  re- 
move the  criminality." 

The  Grand  Master  is  apprehensive  of  the  financial  condition  of 
(}rand  Lodge,  yet  still  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  fair  balance  on 
hand. 

A  motion  was  made  to  have  Lodges  annually  report  on  blanks, 
tu  be  furnished  them,  the  amount  of  their  indebtedness  and  re- 
sources, also  the  amount  expended  for  charitable  purposes.  This 
is  information  that  a  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  have,  but  which  Lodges 
art:  loth  to  give. 

I'\  C.  Webster,  Missoula,  G.  M. 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena,  G.  Sec'y. 


'■^'      Timi— ^—MM i^^r  '     II   ilmi  ~  n  i  " 
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The  Grand  Secretary  now  makes  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
and  his  pen  is  guided  by  good  judgment  and  sometimes  pleasant 
wit.  He  notices  Alabama  for  1892  courteously  and  fraternally. 
We  beg  our  brother  not  to  be  so  hasty  in  the  future  while  making 
his  report,  but  to  look  well  to  the  names  used.  It  took  us  some 
time  to  imagine  wlio  had  come  to  the  front  in  Bro.  Peters,  when  it 
dawned  upon  us  that  Pettus  was  meant,  and  of  us  he  makes  Pillars. 
He,  we  think,  favors  the  cypher  system  of  propagating  the  work, 
although  it  ought  to  be  **repugnant  to  all  true  Masons.**  That 
others  may  do  wrong  hardly  justifies  us  in  doing  so.  We  quote  the 
following: 

"We  can  hardly  agree  with  him  that  omitting  the  names  of  un- 
worthy Lodges  is  a  condonation  of  their  offenses.  We  are  very 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  too  much  publicity  is  given  in  the  pub- 
lished proceedings  of  most  of  our  Grand  Lodges  to  cases  of  disci- 
pline for  offenses  of  a  revolting  nature.  The  observation  about 
washing  dirty  linen  in  public  is  not  always  heeded.  The  sentiment 
of  the  world  has  changed  about  the  policy  of  public  executions  and 
the  severity  of  punishment,  and  also  about  the  degrading  character 
of  punishment,  such  as  flogging  in  the  navy.  Publication  is  in  the 
nature  of  punishment  and  is  of  a  degrading  character.  Our  policy 
in  administering  punishment  should  certainly  be  to  save  and  reforni, 
and  not  cutoff  or  destroy,  save  in  extreme  cases,  and  even  then  it 
should  be  in  silence  and  sorrow,  rather  than  in  anger  and  re- 
proach." 

Bro.  Hedges  was  a  thoughful  delegate  to  the  Masonic  Congress 
held  in  Chicago  last  August,  and  as  such  we  give  you  his  thought 
entire,  and  with  this  must  leave  both  our  worthy  brother  and  Mon- 
tana: 

**One  entire  day  was  spent  in  adopting  rules  and  selecting  officers. 
Another  was  devoted  entirely  to  the  tally-ho  excursion  and  banquet. 
There  were  only  two  devoted  to  the  work  that  really  could  not  have 
been  properly  considered  in  two  weeks,  and  much  of  this  time  was 
given  to  the  reading  of  papers  by  Bros.  Parvin,  Grant  and  Hopper. 
Certainly  not  more  than  twelve  hours  altogether  were  given  to  the 
discussion  of  the  ten  questions  on  which  conclusions  wtre  reached. 
If  all  this  time  had  been  devoted  to  the  single  topic  of  landmarks  it 
would  have  been  insufficient.  As  it  was,  probably  not  half  an  hour 
was  given  to  the  subject,  and  in  ult.r  despair  a  conclusion  was 
adopted  as  ambiguous  as  the  responses  of  the  Delphian  Oracle. 
The  most  time  was  consumed  on  the  questions  of  Prerogadves  and 
Reimbursements,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  conclusions  adopted 
that  little  progress  was  made  toward  an  intelligent  agreement.  The 
wide  differences  that  existed  at  the  begihning  and  were  developed 
by  discussion,  existed  at  the  conclusion,  and  resolutions  were  adop- 
ted by  the  concurrent  votes  of  members   of  very    diverse   views. 
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simply  because  they  could  be  interpreted  to  suit  all  diversities  of 
opinion.  Bro.  Parvui's  unanswerable  paper  ai^ainst  that  confessed 
innovation  in  the  body  of  Masonry,  the  Grand  Representative  Sys- 
tem, brought  out  no  better  excuse  for  its  retention  than  ttiat  it  did 
no  harm  and  gratified  the  pride  of  a  larj^e  number  who  wanted  an 
oflice  that  }3:ave  the  maximum  of  lionor  for  a  minimum  of  work. 
The  'changed  cundition  of  selecting'  these  representatives,  so  far  as 
any  has  been  made,  is  contessedty  from  bad  to  worse,  but  like  the 
jury  that  acquitted  the  man  charged  with  stealing  a  hog,  each  had  a 
piece  of  the  pork.  Not  more  than  half  of  the  conclusions  com- 
manded our  qualified  support.  On  the  main  proposed  objects  of 
the  Congress  we  are  compelled  to  say  that  it  was  a  failure.  And 
still  there  are  many  incidental  beneiiis  that  come  from  the  personal 
acquaintance,  intercourse  and  interciiange  ot  views  among  the  fore- 
most .Masons  ot  the  country  that  more  than  repaid  all  the  sacrifices 
ot  those  who  attended.  There  are  negative  as  well  as  positive  re- 
sults, and  indirect  as  well  as  direct  benefits  to  be  sought  and  that 
deserve  to  be  counted.  It  is  as  vi^iuable  to  know  what  can  not,  as 
well  as  what  can,  be  accomplished  by  such  a  congress.  If  it  had 
been  larger,  its  conclusions  might  have  commanded  more  respect, 
but    again    there    would    have    been    greater    diversity  ot  opin- 


ion. *' 


NEBRASKA — 37x11   \nnual,  June,  1894. 

There  are  1^)1  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  11,4^0,  and  an  in- 
crease of  o2t). 

\Vc  like  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Grand  Master,  James  P.  A. 
Black,  for  a  reception  room  attached  to  Grand  Secretary's  office, 
where  brethren  may  a.ssemble  when  visiting  the  city  and  find  books, 
pamphlets,  papers  and  writing  materials.  On  this  the  Grand  Lodge 
acted  favorably,  and  such  a  place  will  hereafter  be  found  in 
Omaha. 

Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges  were  issued  and  five  charters 
were  granted,  while  two  were  continued  U.  D. 

Thf  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  in  almost  every  instance 
based  upon  the  local  requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Grand  Treasurei  reports  the  following  balances: 

General  Fund  f  l.'i,Ln)0 

Relief  Fund 1.371 

Masonic  Home  Fund (3,700 

There  is  also  a  Masonic  Orphans'  Educational  Fund  invested,  of 
s«Mne5:!;S,0<M). 

The  applic  ition  of  the  (iraAd  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  relating  to  the 
establishment  of  a  hospital  for    consumptives    in    Santa    Fe,    was 
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referred  to  a   Special    Committee,  but  there  was  no  further  action 
had. 

The  Colorado  proposition  for  a  centennial,  etc..  was  approved  and 
a  committee  provided  for. 

A  proposition  to  reduce  the  dues  from  $1  to  75  cents  was  submit- 
ted, but  laid  over  until  the  next  Annual. 

Bro.  John  D.  Meiklejohn  delivered  a  unique  oration,  partly  on  the 
origin  and  partly  on  the  object  of  Masoury.     In  it  ve  fine?: 

"That  brotherly  love  which  binds  Masons  together  is  a  natural 
law  of  tha^  Brotherhood  by  which  we  are  one  family  with  one 
Omnipotent  Father.  Relief  to  th**  poor  and  distressed,  comfort  to 
the  sad  an*)  sorrowing,  peace  to  the  widow  and  orphan  are  cases  in 
this  life  that  will  ever  mark  the  wake  of  our  noble  mstitution." 

John  A.  Ehrhardt,  Stanton,  G.  M. 
Wm.  R.  Bowen,  Omaha»  G.  Sec'y* 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Wm.  R.  Bowen,  prepared  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  reviewing  in  it  our  Proceedings  of  1893.  It  is 
written  with  an  evident  desire  to  be  brief,  yet  comprehensive,  and 
in  truth  he  has  succeeded  admirably.  Hear  what  he  says  of 
these  reports: 

"It  is  true  these  reviews  cost  money;  it  is  true  they  are  not  read 
by  hall  the  Freemasons  of  America;  it  is  true  they  sometimes  con- 
tain much  that  might  as  well  be  omitted,  but,  alto- 
gether, ihey  are  worth  all  they  cost  in  labor  and  far 
more  than  they  cost  in  money.  So  long  as  the  av- 
erage Freemason  don't  realize  the  immeasurable  difference  be- 
tween Freemasonry  and  all  the  other  human  societies  of  to-day, 
so  long  as  he  fails  to  understand  what  its  past  is  and  to  compre- 
hend what  its  future  should  be,  so  long  as  he  continues  to  endeavor 
to  bring  into  Freemasonry  the  characteristics  of  the  innumerable 
other  societies  he  belongs  to,  so  long  as  he  tries  to  have  us  imi- 
tate our  imitators  drifting  away  from  our  landmarks,  ancient  regu- 
lations and  old-time  customs,  just  so  long  will  reviewers  be 
valuable  and  necessary.  One  needs  no  eagle  eye  to  discover  the 
heresies  that  have  crept  into  our  institution  within  fifty  years,  some 
of  which  even  we  have  exploded  and  others  of  which  we  are  still 
hammering  at.  He  is  blind,  we  think,  who  can't  see  that  the  'No- 
ble Grand'  and  the  fast  and  loose  membership  feature  of  another 
very  excellent  but  modern  society  have  had  their  effect  upon  us — 
who  can't  see  that  our  cabletow  has  been  shortened  by  the  meas- 
ured relief  prescribed  by  other  organizations — who  can't  see  that 
our  elegantly  simple  white  gloves  and  aprons  are  being  transformed 
into  the  gaudy  uniform  o*"  the  drum-major — and  soon  indefinitely. 
And  on  the  other  hand  so  long  as    the  average   Freemason  (to    use 
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one  illustration  only)  don't  know  how  near  hell  his  'hail*  is,  and  is 
equally  ignorant  of  many  other  parts  and  points,  so  long  reviews 
should  be  written  and  (more  important)  be  read." 

Bro.  Bowen  does  not  provide  an  index  with  his  Proceedings,  and 
being  harried  about  it,  he  gives  his  reason  that  as  he  is  compelled 
to  prepare  one  for  the  stereotyped  edition,  the  preparation  of  two 
would  be  useless  trouble,  but  he  considers  not  the  increased  labor 
to  correspondents. 


NEVADA — 29TH  Annual,  June,  1893. 

The  L).*.  G.'.  Master,  John  E.  Jones,  presided  over  this  Communi- 
cation, because  the  Ci rand  Master,  John  H.  Hubbs,  had  been  re- 
moved from  the  labors  on  earth  to  refreshment  in  Heaven.  This 
grievous  calamity  befell  our  brethren,  and  we  who  have  been  called 
in  the  same  manner  to  mourn,  know  full  well  how  to  sympathize 
with  those  who  mourn.  This  Grand  Lodge  has  our  sympathies 
and  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama. 

The  Actmg  Grand  Master  thus  speaks  of  the  condition  of  the 
Craft  in  Nevada: 

"Our  Fraternity  has  to-day  no  great  numerical  strength,  and  has 
suffered  some  decrease  in  its  members  by  a  review  of  former 
years;  though  statistically  compared  with  other  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
in  connection  with  the  population  of  the  country,  based  upon  the 
census  of  18fN.),  Nevada  stands  fijth  in  rank,  having  one  Master 
Mason  to  every  45.85  of  population. 


date,  it  shows  a  net  average  loss  of  but  2:2  members." 

The  Grand  Secretary  shows  that  there  are  19  working  Lodges, 
the  membership  of  which  is  051,  and  the  decrease  15.  Yet  its  finan- 
cial condition  is  not  threatening,  though  the  cash  balance  be  de- 
creasing. 

We  find  the  following  among  his  decisions: 

*'Can  an  amendment  be  offered  to  an  'originar  resolution,  amend- 
ing the  By-Laws,  be  acted  on  the  same  evening  that  the  amendment 
is  introduced,  or  must  the  amendment  be  made  in  writing  and  take 
the  same  course  as  the  original  resolution?' 

"  'Answer — 'No.  Amendment  to  an  original  resolution 
amending  By-Laws  must  be  presented  in  writing  and  take  the  same 
course  of  action  as  the  original  resolution.'  " 
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This  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  correct,  for  if  this  position  be 
correct,  then  a  Masonic  Lodge  might  become  as  dilatory  in  its  legis- 
lation, as  our  august,  most  potent,  grave  and  reverend  senors, 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  from  the  Comniittee  on  Griexances  sets  an  exam- 
ple of  liberality  and  the  exercise  of  a  broad  charity  to  many  of  out 
Committees  on  such  subjects: 

'*That  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  testimony  and  from  state- 
ments made  by  a  Brother  Mason,  who  claims  to  have  known  the 
habits  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Mitchell  for  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years; 
that,  while  the  same  has  been  indiscreet  and  perhaps  at  times  not 
such  as  would  commend  him  to  the  members  of  society;  yet,  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  section  of  the  country  in  which  he  lived; 
and  the  surrounding  circumstances,  and  the  length  of  time  that  he 
has  been  deprived  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  we 
think  he  has  been  sufhciently  punished  for  the  oftense  he  has  been 
alleged  to  have  committed. 

*'We  therefore  recommend  that  the  said  Thomas  Mitchell  be 
restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry." 

The  Grand  Lodge    of  Oklahoma  received  due  fraternal    recogni- 
tion. 
The  rest  of  the  business  was  purely  of  local  interest. 

John  E.  }ones,  Carson,  G.  M. 

C.  N.  Noteware,  Carson,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Robert  Lewers  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  in 
it  we  find  Alabama  for  18f>3.  He  is  pleased  with  the  address  of 
Grand  Master  Morrow,  and  from  it  makes  some  extracts,  and  regrets 
that  circumstances  prevent  making  more.  We  give  his  conclusion 
in  full,  only  stating  that  his  review,  .though  curt,  is  complete,  and 
that  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  he  will  spread  himself  next  year, 
having  been  appointed  Chairman: 

"Called  on  at  the  eleventh  hour  to  assume  the  responsible  duties 
of  a  Correspondence  Reporter,  we  have  discharged  our  task  as  best 
we  could,  and  submit  it  to  the  Masons  of  this  jurisdiction  and  the 
reviewers  of  other  jurisdictions  for  what  it  is  worth.  Owing  to  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  Bro.  R.  L.  Fulton,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Correspondence  Committee,  the  business  engagements  of  the  P.*. 
G.'.  M.\,  Frank  Bell,  and  the  protracted  sickness  of  Bro.  C.  N. 
Noteware,  the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  the  present  re- 
viewer was  asked  to  take  charge  of  the  work,  presumably  because 
he  is  the  Chairman  of  the  new  Correspondence  Comniittee  for 
1803-4.  We  commenced  with  the  idea  that  it  was  an  easy  task  to 
prepare  the  Report,  and  we  have  finished  our  task  convinced  that 
to  prepare  even  a  brief  Report  requires  patience  and  industry.  We 
have  culled  what    we  thought  of  general  interest   to  the  Cralt,  and 
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being  unwilling  to  prepare  a  digest  of  Masonic  decisions,  or  to 
comment  upon  various  points  presented,  without  taking  due  time  to 
consider  them,  we  have  left  out  much  of  interest  to  the  Masonic 
lawyer.  In  our  next  Report  we  will  try  to  do  the  subject  justice,  so 
far  as  we  are  able." 


NKW  BRUNSWICK:— 26th  Annual.  August.  1893 

Not  having  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  before  us  last 
year,  we  are  delighted  at  hearing  from  it  this:  the  more  particularly, 
as  then  we  had  to  note  a  decrease  in  membership  of  85,  while  now 
we  can  cong^ratulate  it  upon  a  gain  during  the  year  of  20.  The 
membership  is  now  l,S2i),  Lodges  82.  Still  the  withdrawals  and 
suspensions  greatly  exceed  the  joinings  and  reinstatements.  A 
part  of  this  increase  in  prosperity  is  doubtless  due  to  the  industry 
displayed  by  Grand  Master  Thomas  Walker  in  visiting  the  various 
Lodges,  and  a  part  to  the  stimulus  given  the  Order  by  the  deter- 
minaiion  of  Grand  Ledge  to  meet  at  various  places  instead  of  hav- 
ing one  fixed  abode,  as  heretofore. 

We  congratulate  t^e  Grand  Master  upon  having  refused  to  grant 
a  Dispensation  to  confer  all  the  degrees  at  one  meeting,  for  though 
we  think  exceptional  cases  may  arise  when  the  dispensing  power 
might  be  properly  used,  yet  we  cannot  imagine  how  such  could  be 
requiring  it  for  the  conferring  of  all  the  degrees  at  once. 

Having  received  notice  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania 
that  the  commission  to  the  Representative  of  that  Grand  Lodge  at 
New  Biunswick  had  been  recalled,  because  *'he  had  concluded  to 
withdraw //!>  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Masters,"  and 
requesting  the  recall  of  the  commission  to  the  Representative  of 
New  Hrunswick,  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  he  says: 

"It  has  nowhere  been  shown  that  this  withdrawal  of  Representa- 
tives is  in  any  way  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  solely  an  idea  of  its  (irand  Master.  My  view  of  the  matter  was 
that  the  exchange  of  Representatives  was  the  outcome  of  a  frater- 
nal and  joint  recognition  between  the  Orand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
and  that  of  New  Brunswick,  and  common  courtesy  might  have  dic- 
tated that  when  these  ties  were  to  be  severed  we  might  have  been 
consulted  in  the  matter.  There  is  one  consolation  in  this  matter, 
that  this  unpleasantness  is  one  between  R  '.  W.*.  Bro.  Arnold  and 
myself,  and  does  not  affect  the  amity  of  our  respective  Grand 
Lodges.'* 

This  proposition  was  sustained  and  approved  by  (irand  Lodge. 
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The  Grand  Lodg^e  mel  in  the  city  of  Moncton  this  year,  and  in 
replyinj:  to  an  address  of  welcome  from  the  W.*.  M.'.  of  the  local 
Lodg:e  we  note  Grand  Master  saying^,  most  happily: 

"Most  earnestly  do  I  re-echo  vour  hope  that  the  amendment  to 
our  Constitution,  as  regards  the  place  nf  annual  meeting:,  may 
Drove  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  P'reemasony  throughout  the 
jurisdiction.  Let  me,  however,  remini  you  that  in  order  to  secure 
the  advancement  of  the  Craft,  all  must  unite  for  the  common  good, 
ever  laying  aside  any  feeling  of  sectional  jealousy." 

Grand  Lodge  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session 
repaired  en  masse  to  the  church  and  listened  to  a  most  practical 
sermon  on  the  Masonic  Trestleboard,  which  if  heeded  must  prove  of 
practical  benefit  to  the  Craft.    In  it  he  besought  the  brethren  to: 

**Go  forth  anew  on  your  God-appointed,  Heaven-approved  mis- 
.«;ion,  and  for  *sweet  charity's  sake*  bring  light  to  those  in  darkness, 
deal  gently  with  the  erring,  relieve  the  distressed,  visit  the  sick, 
burv  the  dead,  love  God  and  your  brother  man.  And  for  the  sake 
of  all  that  is  pure  and  of  good  report,  abstain  from  all  excesses,  regu- 
late your  actions  by  the  square  of  virtue,  and  dailv  consult  the 
Sacred  Book  of  God,  even  as  the  mariner  scans  his  chart  when  un- 
certain of  his  way,  that  by  the  use  of  its  precepts  there  may  be  a 
manifest  correspondence  between  your  theory  and  practice,  your 
principles  and  manner  of  life.** 

To  this  may  we  all  take  heed. 

Thomas  Walker,  St.  John,  G.  M 

T.  Nisbet  Robertson,  St.  John,  G.  Sec*y. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Corresponderice. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 105TH  Annual,  May,  1894. 

At  the  Semi-annual  Communication  held  in  December,  1803,  this 
Grand  Lodge  conferred  the  several  degrees  on  candidates  pre- 
viously elected  by  Lodges  of  the  neighborhood,  thus  most  intelli- 
gently illustrating  the  work  of  the  several  degrees. 

At  this  also  was  introduced  the  following,  which  went  to  the  ap- 
propriate Committee. 

^^Resok'id^  That  the  M .  *.  W .  • .  Grand  Master  be  requested  to  refer 
to  the  appropriate  Committee  the  subject  of  Freemasonry  in  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  with  instructions  to  said  Committee  to  report 
the  results  of  their  investigation  at  the  ,coming  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  such  recommendations  as  shall 
appear  to  them  to  be  warranted  thereby." 
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The  Committee  made  a  ]en>>^thy  and  able  Report  on  the  subjecti 
from  which  we  ftive  a  part,  which  alludes  to  what  Grand  Master 
Tyler,  of  Tex^is,  was  pleased  to  style  a  treafy,  and  on  which  the 
Grand  Lodf>:e  of  Texas  acted.  Great  doubt  still  exists  in  the  minds 
of  ourselves  and  others,  as  to  the  Masonic  standing:  of  this  Gran 
Dieta,  and  we  have  patiently  awaited,  and  shall  we  say  also  hope- 
fully, further  news  from  this  Gran  Dieta.  Our  sympathies  are  with 
those  strug^fi^ling:  to  establish  a  head  for  symbolic  Masonry  in  this 
neig:hboring  Republic,  but  we  have  not,  as  yet,  seen  that  this  fact 
has  been  accomplished.    Would  that  it  were! 

"Grand  Master  Tyler  may  have  been  satisfied  of  the  fact,  but  he 
gives  no  evidence  whatever  that  Free  and- Accepted  Masonry,  as  it 
is  practiced  and  taught  in  all  the  English-speaking  countries,  exists 
in  Mexico.  The  fundamental  principles  rn  which  Masonic  recogni- 
tion is  oermitted  were,  so  far  as  aught  appears,  entirely  ignored. 
The  *Masonrv'  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  the  'Mexican  National  Rite," 
or  the  Rite  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  'Federal  District,'  or  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Orient  of  the  Scottish  Rite  or  the  Reformed  Scot- 
tish Rite,  mav  have  been  the  Rite  that  our  distinguished  M.*.  W.v 
brother  fraternized  with.  Such  bodies  have  from  time  to  time  existed 
there  and  claimed  supreme  authority.  A  combination  of  part  of 
these  manv  organizations  forms,  and  is  controlled  by,  the  'Gran 
Dieta*  of  Mexico,  probably,  and  its  position  and  claim  that  it  repre- 
sents the  fusion  o{  all  pre-existing  riUs  raises  a  very  serious  inquiry  as 
to  its  legitimacy,  and  makes  against  rather  than  for  it.  It  is  well 
known  that  originally  it  included  the  word  'Scottish'  in  its  title,  but 
afterwards  dropped  that  out,  taking  the  name  of  'Grand  Symbolic 
Dieta.'  Also  that  its  Grand  Secretarv,  Canton,  claims  that  this 
grand  body  is  miiher  a  York  nor  a  S\)oftish  A*i/e  Body^  but  that  it  practices 
^  Uniz't-rsal  Ma5onr\\^  embracing  all  Rites,  We  understand  pretty  well 
what  that  means  here. 

"The  differences  between  the  rituals  of  those  bodies  and  the 
Symbolic  degrees  are  very  great.  They  involve  the  abandonment 
of  the  most  important  Landmarks  of  Craft  Masonty." 

The  Committee  was  instructed  to  continue  their  investigation,  and 
to  report  at  next  Annual. 

The  deaths  of  Bros.  John  J.  Bell  and  Charles  Henry  Bell,  were 
announced.  The  former  of  these  was  the  contemporary  of  the 
present  writer  when  filling  the  East,  and  was  a  n^an  of  noble  char- 
acter and  true  Masonic  worth.  Of  him  his  brethren  say,  "He  was 
no  drone  in  the  Masonic  hive,  but  always  ready  and  willing  to  work, 
and  to  do  his  work  well." 

In  this  jurisdiction  are  7.S    Lodges,  with  a    membership  of  8,744, 

and  an  increase  of  \h. 

i 

Grand  Master  John  Pender  complains  of  the  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  Chapters  pf  the  Eastern  Star  and    the  illegal  invasion  of  the 
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Masonic  Lodg;e  roomst    He   recommended  Grand  Lodge  to  sanc- 
tion the  use  of  the  Lodf^e  rooms.     But  Grand  Lodge  said: 

'*Your  Committee  view  with  fi:reat  apprehension  the  conditions 
reported  from  certain  sections  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  relative  to 
the  so-called  Eastern  Star.  With  the  simple  fact  of  its  existence 
this  Grand  Lodge  has  neither  interest  nor  concern,  so  long  as  it  does 
not  unwarrantably  seek  to  attach  itself  to  our  ancient  and  honored 
institution.  One  year  ago  the  Grand  Lodge  in  terms  positive  and 
unmistakable,  pointed  out  the  law  relative  to  the  occupation  of 
Masonic  apartments  for  other  than  legitimate  Masonic  purposes.  In 
defiance  of  this  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble that  certain  Lodges  have  permitted  and  are  now  permitting  their 
Lodge  rooms  to  be  occupied  by  Chapters  of  the  Eastern  Star.  If 
such  conditions  do  exist,  and  there  can  be  little  or  no  doubt  of  the 
fact,  it  would  appear  to  be  in  willful '  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
jurisdiction  and  snould  be  met  with  prompt    and  suitable  discipline. 

**Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  law  upon  this  sub- 
ject, as  recited  by  the  Grand  Lodge  one  year  apo,  be  re-affirmed, 
and  that  District  Grand  Officers  be  instructed  to  mves^igate  all  vio- 
lations thereof  and  report  the  same  to  the  Grand  Master." 

Charles  C.  Hayes,  Manchester,  G.  M. 
George  P.  Cleaves,  Concord,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Albert  S.  Wait,  as  usual,  presented  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, in  which  he  reviews  our  Proceedings  for  1893,  pleas- 
antly, Masonically  and  critically. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances 
of  the  Grand  LodR:e  of  1892,  further  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  same  Committee  by  Grand  Master  Pettus,  he  said: 

**A  case  of  some  interest  occurred  during  the  year,  which  called 
for  the  examination  of  the  Grand  Master.  Two  brethren,  on  the 
charge  of  unmasonic  conduct,  were,  tried  by  their  Lodge,  and  ac- 
quitted. An  appeal  being  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  preced- 
ing Annual  Communication,  on  the  report  of  the  Appropriate  Com- 
mittee, but  without  discussion,  the  decision  of  the  Lodge  was 
reversed,  and  the  brethren  were,  by  the  sentence  of  the  Grand 
Lod^e,  indefinitely  suspended.  The  case  being  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Grand  Master,  he  consented  to  examine  it,  and  be- 
came satisfied  that  the  acquittal  by  the  Lodge  was  just,,  and  that  the 
action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  suspending  the  brethren  did  them 
iniustice.  In  bringing:  the  subject  before  this  Communication  he 
expresses  the  opinion  that  on  setting  aside  the  acquittal  all  the 
Grand  Lodge  snould  have  done  was  to  have  sent  the  rase  back  to 
the  Lodk!:e  for  a  new  trial.  And  he  suggests  this  distinction,  which 
seems  to  us  sound  and  correct:  'That  where  there  is  a  conviction  by 
a  Lodge,  and  a  failure  to  impose  an  adequate  sentence,  the  Grand 
Lodge  may  itself  substitute  an  adequate  penalty  for  the  inadequate 
one  imposed  by  the  Lodge.  In  such  a  case  the  guilt  of  the  party 
is  ascertained,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  judicial  duty  to  impose 
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the  proper  pennlty.  Rut  where,  as  in  the  c^se  in  hand,  there  is  an 
acquittal  on  all  the  evidence,  the  Grand  Iodg;e  cannot  undertake  to 
readjud^e  the  case  upon  the  evidence  as  reported  from  the  l^dj^e, 
and  thereupon  pronounce  a  conviction.  All  it  can  do  in  surh  a  case 
is  to  send  it  back  to  the  Lodge  for  a  further  trial.  The  case  beine 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Suspensions  and  Expul- 
sions, that  Committee,  on  a  verv  full  hearin)i>:,  reported 
in  substance,  that  the  acts  charj^ed,  consisted  in  a 
mere  failure,  through  inability,  to  pav  a  sum  of  money 
loaned  to  the  brethren  by  a  brother  Mason,  which  thev  rightly  hela 
to  be  no  Masonic  offense,  and,  upon  their  recommendation,  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  by  which  the  former  action  of  the  Grand  Lodg:e 
was  reconsidered,  the  appeal  dismissed,  the  acquittal  of  the  breth- 
ren bv  their  Lodge  was  affirmed,  and  the  brethren 
restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.  This 
decision,  although  unquemionablv  correct,  introduces  no  new  doc- 
trine of  Masonic  law.  The  case  is  to  us  interesting  for  the  distinc- 
tion so  cleverly,  and,  as  we  think,  so  correctly  pointed  out  by  the 
Grand  Master.  With  the  conclusion  reached  by  the  Committee, 
this  point  could  not  be  passed  upon  bv  them,  or  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  We  think  the  Grand  Master's  views  should  form  the  rule 
for  the  action  of  Grand  Lodges  \n  similar  case^^,  and  that  this  is  a 
valuable  case  for  its  illustration  of  a  sound  doctrine  of  Masonic 
procedure." 

NEW  JERSEY — io;th  Annual,  January,  1894. 

M.-.  W.'.  James  H.  Durand  opened  in  ample  form  this  Communi- 
cation, during  which  was  sung  the  following: 

OVENING  ODE. 

/lir,  ^* Italian  Hvmn.^^ 

When  in  Grand  Lodge  we're  met, 
And  in  due  order  set, 

Happy  are  we; 
Faith.  Hope  and  Charity, 
Love  and  sincerity, 
Friendship  and  Unity, 

Are  ever  free. 

Long  may  our  Craft  be  free, 
And  may  they  ever  be 

Great  as  of  yore; 
For  many  apes  past 
Masonry  has  stood  fast, 
And  may  its  glory  last 

Till  time's  no  more . 


■IJ"*^.  J 
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This  jurisdiction  comprises  162  Lodges,  of  which  two  were  U.  D., 
with  a  membership  of  15,000,  and  a  net  increase  of  362. 

Of  the  Craft  the  Grand  Master  says,  "for  the  most  part, prosperity, 
peace,  good  will  and  harmony  prevail  among  the  Lodges. 

He  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  proposal  of  Grand  Lodge 
of  Colorado  in  relation  to  centennial  memorial  services  at  the  tomb 
of  Washington,  and  consideration  of  the  matter  was  deferred  to  next 
Communication. 

We  find  he  reports  many  cases  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction  by 
neighboring  Grand  Lodges,  which  were,  however,  satisfactorily  and 
fraternally  adjusted.  Many  cases  requiring  the  exercise  of  his  power 
of  discipline  arose.  Decisions  were  few,  thanks  to  a  full  and  com- 
plete digest  of  Masonic  law  there. 

He  presented  the  case  of  a  destitute  member  oi  a  New  Jersey 
Lodge  who  had  been  relieved  by  a  Board  of  Relief  of  California,  and 
whose  condition  required  continual  expenditure.  Of  the  amount 
advanced,  the  New  Jersey  Lodge  had  refunded  a  part,  but  was  un- 
able to  do  more,  and  Grand  Lodge  immediately  appropriated 
the  remainder,  but  protested  against  its  being  regarded  as  an  estab- 
lished precedent. 

This  Grand  Lodge  provides  the  Grand  Master  with  a  f^rivate  Sec- 
retary and  pays  for  the  same. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  slowly  accumulating  a  permanent  Grand 
Lodge  Charity  Fund,  with  which  much  good  is  already  being 
done. 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  accorded  fraternal  recogni- 
tion and  courtesy. 

There  was  offered  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspon- 
dence a  resolution  suggesting  a  World  Masonic  Congress,  to  be 
held  in  London,  exceedingly  broad  in  its  scope  and  unlimited  in  its 
powers.     We  have  no  report  thereon,  however. 

James  H.  Durant,  Rahway,  G.  M. 
Thos.  H.  R.  Red  way,  Trenton,  G.  Sec'y. 

Our  reverend  Bro.  Henry  Vehslage,  P.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  again  made 
the  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  we  regret  that  we  are  unable  to 
find  Alabama  anywhere  in  it.  It  is  but  necessary  to  know  who  is 
the  writer  to  be  apprised  of  the  fact  of  its  soundness  and  worth. 
We  copy  his  conclusion: 

"There  seems  to  be  no  need  of  a  formal  conclusion.  Finishing 
our  lal>or  for  the  year,  we  may  record    thQ  impression  made  on  our 
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minds  of  the  prominence  which  a  few  topics  have  assumed — Mexi- 
can Masonry,Grand  Representatives  and  the  Masonic  Conj^ress.  The 
first  of  these  is  the  most  important,  and  the  time  has  not  yet  come 
for  a  definite  conclusion;  the  second  has  provoked  an  unnecessary 
amount  of  bitterness,  in  which  the  system,  rather  than  certain  abuses, 
of  it  has  been  assailed  as  objectionable;  the  third,  as  a  purely  volun- 
tary and  unofficial  assembly  of  trusted  and  competc*nt  Craftsmen, 
found  the  enjoyment  of  fraternal  fellowship,  disappointed  the  fears 
of  those  who  apprehended  harm  to  the  Crafl.  and  embodied  their 
advisory  conclusions  so  dexterously  that  there  remains  no  trace  of 
the  wide  diffi  rences  of  opinion  known  to  exist  among  the  distin- 
guished brethren  who  took  part  in  the  conference. 

"Congratulating  the  brethren  at  home,  and  the  Fraternity  id  gen- 
eral, on  the  prevalence  of  peace,  and  the  advancing  interest  in  the 
work  of  Masonic  benevolence,  which  is  commanding  more  of  the 
attention  it  deserves,  this  report  is  fraternally  submitted. 


NEW  MEXICO— i6th  Annual,  Octoher,  1893. 


These  Proceeding  are  garnished  with  the  portrait  of  P.*.  G.'.  Mas- 
ter Max  Frost,  which  recalls  the  burthen  of  the  old  song  which  we 
heard  so  ^ten  while  residing  in  the  city  of  his  residence:  '*Oh, 
would  I  were  a  boy  again,*'  his  face  is  so  youthful  and  bright, 
as  if  care  and  he  knew  no  companionship. 

There  are  here  18  chartered  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  754, 
the  eain  having  been  23. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  p\H1  in  hand. 

Grand  Master  ].  H.  Kuhns  delivered  an  address  in  relation  to  the 
business  in  hand.  In  it  he  stated  that  he  had  suspended  the  Master 
of  a  Lodge  because  of  charges  termed  serious,  but  the  committee 
appointed  failed  to  get  hold  of  the  witnesses  and  he  was  therefore 
discharged  by  (irand  I^dge. 

For  the  purpose  of  official  visitation  of  the  widely  scattered 
Lodges,  he  divided  the  territory  into  five  districts  and  appointed  as 
many  District  Deputies  to  look  into  the  condition  of  the  several 
Lodges,  from  whom,  however,  we  find  no  report. 

He  issued  a  Dispensation  for  one  new  Lodge,  which  received  a 
charter  at  this  Communication. 

He  granted  a  Dispensation  to  a  Lodge  to  allow  it  to  permit  a  So- 
ciety of  Engineers  and  Firemen  to  hold  their  meetings  in  its  halU 
theirs  having  been  destroyed  by  tire.  This  is  in  striking  contrast 
with  the  compulsory  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Michigan,  and 
recalls  what  he  says  about  "that  other  ftllow." 
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He  was  not  troubled  for  decisions,  which  we  deem  a  subject  for 
congratulation. 

He  recommended  that  the  Proceedings  be  read  in  open  Lodge, 
and  also  a  new  form  of  petition  wherein  the  belief  in  Deity  should 
be  inserted.  The  Grand  Lodge  endorsed  the  first  and  provided  for 
the  last. 

He  informed  Grand  Lodge  that  he  had  received  notice  of  the 
action  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  regard  to  Representa" 
lives,  and  of  the  resignation  of  the  Representative  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  near  that  one. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  had  but  little  before 
them,  we  are  rejoiced  to  say.  «- 

The  following  was  adopted: 

**f(esok'ed.  That  hereafter  any  (Serson  who  is  engaged  in  the  saloon 
business  shall  be  considered  ineligible  to  receive  the  degrees  of  Ma- 
sonry within  this  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

C.  H.  Sporleder,  East  Las  Vegas,  G.  M. 
Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque.  G.  Sec'y. 

P..  G.*.  M.'.  Max  Frost  again  brought  forward  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  reviewing  courteously  and  frateri^lly  our  Pro" 
ceedings  for  1892.    In  this  he,  we  think,  very  well  says: 

**The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  washes  some  very 
dirty  linen  in  public,  and  could  have,  with  great  propriety,  been 
omitted  from  the  Proceedings." 

The  report  is  an  excellent  condensation  of  Proceedings  reviewed. 
NEW  YORK — 113TH  Annual,  June,  1894. 

Indeed  this  is  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  with  its  730  Subordinates,every 
one  of  which  had  made  returns  at  this  Communication,  while  but 
five  were  not  represented,  and  its  86,214  members  with  its  annual 
gain  of  5,150,  might  well  induce  the  Grand  Master  upon  his  instal- 
lation to  speak  of  it  as  "the  grandest  Grand  Lodge  on  the  face  of 
the  globe."  The  average  membership  is  118,  while  the  smallest 
Lodge  contains  not  less  than  18. 

Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges  were  issued  by  Grand  Master 
Frederick  A.Burnham  and  these  were  chartered  at  this  Communica- 
tion.   In  issuing  these  Dispensations  the  Grand  Master  says  that  no 
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applications  "have  received  favorable  consideration  except  such  as 
have  broug;ht  themselves  within  the  exception  to  the  rule  as  clearly 
laid  down,"  and  "such  applications  as  I  have  favorably  considered 
have  been  those  where  there  was  no  Lodf^e  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity, and  where  the  surroundinf>:s  were  such  as  to  indicate  that  a  new 
Lodge  would  be  amply  supported.*'  Wise  positions,  and  if  observed 
by  all  Grand  Masters,  few^^r  weak  Lodges  would  result,  and  perhaps 
far  less  non-affiliation . 

(irand  Master  informed  the  Grand  Lodge  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  from  the  Supreme  Council  of  France,  a  body  inde- 
pendent of  the  Grand  Orient,  seeking  recognition  and  an  exchange 
of  Representatives,  but  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported 
adversely,  in  the  following  language,  and  this  was  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge: 

"Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  having  had  referred  to  them 
the  application  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  France  A.*,  and  A.". 
Scottish  Rite,  for  recognition  by  this  (irand  Lodge  and  an  exchange 
of  Representatives,  report  that  we  are  not  prepared  to  recommend 
a  recognition  of  and  an  exchange  of  Representatives  with  any  Su- 
preme Council  composed  of  bodies  of  other  Rites  than  Symbolic 
Masonry.  It  is  the  settled  policy  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  exchange 
Representatives  only  with  Indt-pendcnt  Grand  Lodges  of  Symbolic  Ma- 
sonry. '  * 

He  complained  of  an  invasion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  by  "An  Incorporated  Orient,"  an  individual  who,  under  the 
garb  of  legitimacy,  was  clandestinely  conferring  Masonic  degrees. 
also  of  the  organization  and  illegal  acts  of  a  so-called  Grand  Lodge 
styled  the  Grand  Lodee  "Von  Preussen  Kaiser  Friederich  Z  Bun. 
(It'strue  Berlin."  In  relation  to  this  latter  a  resolution  was  passed, 
calling  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary  to  the  unnia- 
sonir  acts  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  invasion  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
New  York,  and  requesting  it  to  withdraw  "official  relations"  with  it. 

The  invitation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  to  assist  in 
centennial  celebration  at  the  tomb  of  Washington  was  laid  before 
(frand  Lodge  and  a  committee  appointed  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

Of  the  Home,  Grand  Master  says,  "I  say  it  without  the  fear  of 
sucrt^ssful  contradiction,  that  nowhere  in  God*s  universe  is  there  a 
retreat  for  the  aged  brother,  the  destitute  widow,  or  the  helpless 
orphan,  as  beautiful,  as  comfortable,  and  as  home  like  as  that  of 
our  own  atUtica." 
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There  were  in  it  during  the  year: 

Males 52 

Females  24 

Boys 9 

Girls 7 

Total . .  .• 92 

This,  at  a  cost  of  $20,078,  or  at  an  average  per  capita  of  |218. 

The  twenty-fourth  of  April  was  declared  The  Home  Day,  and  is 
hereafter  to  be  Masonically  observed. 

We  extract  the  following  beautiful  thoughts  from  the  Address,  and 
only  wish  that  every  brother  of  our  own  Jurisdiction  could  be  fully 
impressed  with  their  importance: 

"We  are  taught  that  Masonry  is  *a  beautiful  system  of  morality, 
veiled  in  allegory,  and  illustrated  by  symbols;'  but  the  days  of  the- 
ory are  long  gone  by .  The  measure  of  the  present  age  applied  to 
all  things,  is  that  of  practical  value.  Of  what  use  is  it?  What  can  it 
accomplish?  Our  beautiful  sentiments,  impressive  ceremonials,  in- 
structive symbols,  will  not  alone  suffice  now.  Never  in  the  history 
of  the  world  has  Freemasonry  occupied  the  important  and  com- 
mandintr  position  it  holds  to-day.  Never  has  so  much  been  expected 
of  it;  never  so  much  demanded. 

''Speculative  Masonry  only  can  hold  a  place  in  this  year  of  our 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  for  the  Masonry  of  to-day 
must  be  deeds,  not  words;  life,  not  lectures;  acts,  not  abstrac- 
tions. 

"Masonry  must  live,  move,  and  have  its  being  in  the  Mason;  for 
if  there  be  no  true  Mason,  where  is  true  Masonry?  Through  all  the 
centuries  since  its  origin;  through  evil  and  good  report;  through 
the  fall  of  empires  and  the  rise  of  republics;through  fierce  attacks  of 
fanatical  ignorance  and  bi)$oted  superstition.  Freemasonry  has  lived 
because  its  sublime  principles  have  been  preserved  in  the  lives  of  its 
brethren — principles  that  are  as  the  soul  that  can  never  die." 

This  Grand  Lodge,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri  has  withdrawn  the  warrant  fron^  Toltec  Lodge  and  its 
members  have  united  with  Lodges  of  obeaience  to  the  Gran  Dieta 
Symbolica  of  Mexico,  has  acknowledged  this  last  Grand  Lodge  as 
the  Masonic  governing  body  of  this  much  distracted  Masonic  coun- 
try. Now  then  New  York  joins  Texas  and  some  others,  and  per- 
haps we  might  recommend  Alabama  to  do  the  same,  if  we  had  more 
information  on  the  subject,  but  until  further  enlightened  we  mus) 
avoid  entanglement. 
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An  application  from  travellers  in  France  for  a  warrant  for  a  Travel- 
ling Lodge,  was  by  the  Grand  Master  declined,  and  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  on  this  subject  say: 

"And  in  this  connection  we  unanimously  approve  the  action  of  the 
M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master  in  declining  to  grant  a  Dispensation  to  form 
a  so-called  '*  fraiming  lodge'*  in  France,  for  the  use  of  English  per- 
sons sojourning  in  that  country*  who  now  have  no  opportunity  of 
visiting  French  Lodges." 

John  Hodge,  Locicport,  G.  M. 

E.  M.  L.  Ehlers,  New  York,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Bro  Jesiiie 
R«  Anthony,  P.'.  G.'.  M.'.,  and  is,  as  he  asserts,  his  sixth.  We 
know  of  no  reports  that  give  us  so  much  pleasure  or  profit  as  those  of 
this  brother.  He  is  painstaking  and  reflective,  so  that  there  appears 
no  hasty  thought  or  expression.  In  his  short  Introduction  he  treats 
of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  has  this  to  say,  which  is  not  only  well 
said  but  contains  sugges*ions  for  thought  and  severe  reflection: 

"The  principal  tooics  have  been  the  Grand  Representative  system 
and  perpetual  jurisdiction.  These  will  be  found  noted  at  several 
points  in  the  rt^view. 

"Upon  the  latter  we  desire  to  say  that  in  our  consideration  thereof 
we  have  conflned  ourselves  to  the  application  of  the  eflect  of  the  law 
of  ont:  Grand  Jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  another  Grand  Juris- 
diction. 

"To  our  mind  however,  there  is  another  element  which  should 
not  be  lost  sight  of,  viz:  the  Masonic  comity  which  should  prevail  be- 
tween Grand  Bodies. 

"It  will  not  do  to  take  too  narrow  a  view  of  this  question,  and  the 
more  we  con.«>'ider  it,  the  stronger  becomes  our  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  mutual  concession  and  some  general  agreement  upon 
the  point  at  issue.  Otherwi.se  we  fear  that  the  radical  diflerence  now 
prevalent  will  lead  to  a  disturbance  of  the  pleasant  oflicial  relations 
between  the  several  Grand  Bodies 

"We  are  strongly  in  favor  oi  a  limitation  of  the  duration  of  a  re- 
jection to  a  term  of  years.  Some  Grand  Lodges  have  already  adopt- 
ed this  plan — in  one  case  five,  and  the  other  seven,  vears.  Whether 
any  regulation  could  be  made  uniform  is  questionable. 

"I'here  could,  however,  be  a  principle  established  which  would 
obviate  largely  any  causr  of  unpleasantness,  and  that  would  be, 
that — whatever  the  regulation  adopted,  the  principle  enunciated,  or 
the  duration  established,  it  should  help  to  be  valid  and  have  the 
same  efiect  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Grand  Lodge  as  it 
would  in  the  jurisdiction  wherein  the  original  rejection  occurred.*' 

Alabama  for  18^.3  receives  friendly  notice.  He  likes  notour  Grand 
Masttrr's  application  of  the  term  poor-house  to  Masonic  Homes,  nor 
do  we  think  that  M.'.  W.*.  Bro.  Pettus  and    himself  are  so  very  far 
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apart,  for  we  know  that  Bro.  Pettus  only  differs  as  to  the  best 
method  of  extending  charity  to  our  destitute.  As  in  Iowa,  he  ad- 
vocates giving  aid,  but  leaving  the  needy  among  familiar  faces,sym- 
pathetic  friends,  but  with  a  feeling  of  independence,  that  they  may 
not  feel  that  they  are  objects  of  charity,  but  of  love. 
Of  Grand  Representatives  he  says,  and  we  agree  with  him: 

"We  do  not,  however,  entertain  the  same  view  as  the  committee 
in  their  interpretation  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  such  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives.  We  think  it  must  be  conceded  by  any  one  conversant 
with  the  conduct  of  Masonic  business  between  the  several  Grand  Ju- 
risdictions at  the  present  time  that  these  officials  are  not  expected 
to  discharge  any  duties  whatever.  The  offic  e  is  purely  honorary, 
and  yet  as  the  medium  of  conveying,  through  the  presence  of  such 
actual  Representative,  the  good  will  and  fraternal  fellowship  of  a 
sister  Grand  Lodge,  we  believe  in  the  maintenance  of  the  cus- 
tom." 

Having  far  exceeded  the  limits  determined  on  by  us,  we  are 
forced,  tho'  reluctantly,  to  forego  following  this  most  interesting  re- 
port. Our  good  brother  will,  we  hope,  pardon  us  for  appropriating 
for  the  information  of  our  brethren,  a  part  of  his  well-arranged 
tables: 

STATISTICAL  COMPARISON. 


1894 


Grand  I^dgep , 

Nurnb<>r  of  Subordiuaie  Lodges 

Raised 

Afflliafed :. 

K^'stored 

Died 

Dimitied , 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
Suspended  and  expelled. 


56 

11,029 

38  1H6 

14,»93 

6.552 

8.873 

16,709 

12.597 

595 

Meibbpfsbip 1670,170 


56 

56 

11,22b 

11,457 

43,345 

43  127 

16,649 

16.470 

5900 

6,081 

10.242 

10  542 

20,0hH 

18.372 

14,113 

13,035 

717 

686 

697,842 

723  662 

67 

11.676 

42930 

14,807 

6,528 

10,278 

17,509 

13,641 

676 

747,492 


Based  upon  the  Tables  we  find  that  in  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States — 

The  accession  by  new  work  has  been 5  88-100  per  cent. 

The  addition  by  affiliation  and  restoration 2  82-100  per  cent. 

The  losses  by  d^^atb  are 1  11-100  per  cent. 

The  losses  for  non-pay  meat  of  dues  equal 1  84-100  per  cent. 

The  Losses  by  dimissiou  equal 2  39100  percent. 

The  net  gain  of  the  year  (22,868)  is  equal  to 3  31-100  per  cent. 
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In  numeri'^-al  standing  ILa  most  prominent  rank  in  the  followintr  or^ 
(ler:  New  York,  Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Massachusetts, 
Missouri.  Indiana,  Texas,  Iowa,  Maine,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
California,  etc. 

Th*' average  memhership  to  each  Lodge  is  s'reatest  in  the  foUowinic: 
District  of  C^lnmhia,  192:  Connectir^ut.  140;  Mass'ichiisetts.  140;  Rhode 
Island.  124;  New  York,  115;  New  Hampshire,  112;  Maine,  111;  Pennsyl- 
vania, 111,  etc. 

The  Jurisdictions  having  Lodve^  of  the  largest  membership  sie  in  the 
following  order:  MinneHotH.  074;  N>w  York.  017;  Colorado  010;  Pli- 
ntiis,  r».s.>;  Michiiran,  578;  Coiineriicnt,  5r)7;  District  of  CMumbia  546, 
P-'iiiiHvlvania.  500;  Massachusett*s,  480;  Cdlifornia,  404;  Rhode  Island, 
450;  Ohio,  446,  etc. 


NORTH     CAROLINA— 107TH  Annual,    January,    1894. 

For  the  first  time  in  one  hundred  years,  on  this  occasion,  the  cen- 
tenary of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  1,  of  Wilmington,  had  ihis  Grand 
Lod^e  failed  to  hold  its  Annual  Communication  in  Raleigh,  the 
capital  of  the  State.  On  this  occasion  a  most  hearty  welcome  was 
extt^iided  to  it  bv  the  Masons  of  the  place,  eloquently  expressed  and 
worthily  replied  to. 

The  total  number  of  Lodges  is  27'i,  while  the  Masons  of  the  State 
number  11,170;  though  the  active  affiliated  reach  but  8,054.  The 
mcrease,  however,  was  IGl. 

Grand  Master  John  W.  Gotten  is  very  averse  to  the  Grand  Rep- 
resentative system,  .is  may  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from 
his  address: 

"1  have,  of  course,  acquiesced  in  each  case  so  presented  to  me, 
and  have  not  appointed  any  Grand  Representative  from  this  Grand 
Lod^e  near  such  Grand  Bodies,  and  I,  myself,  can  see  no  real 
^ood  to  be  accomplished  by  such  Representatives,  yet  it  is  a  pleas- 
ant courtesy  that  1  shall  not  now  recommend  the  discontinuance 
of." 

He  thinks  that  many  who  seek  the  degrees  do  so,  "not  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  how  much  good  they  could  do  for  Masonry, 
but  how  much  they  could  make  out  of  it."  Is  this  not,  indeed,  too 
often  the  case? 

He  thinks  that  Installed  OlHcers  "should  be  allowed  to  resign  on 
certain  conditions." 

He  issued  Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges.  At  this  Commu- 
nication Charters  were  granted  to  three,  and  four  were  continued 
IJ.  D. 
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He  grew  eloquent,  and  well  may  he,  over  the  work  our  brethren 
of  North  Carolina  are  doing  for  orphans  at  their  Asylum  at  Oxford. 

An  oration  by  Bro.  E.  F.  Lamb  was  delivered.  It  dwelt  on  the 
documentary  evidence  of  the  antiquity  of  Freemasonry,  and  on  the 
origin  and  continuance  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina. 

One  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  maintains  a  large  and  valuable 
school;  the  number  attending  it  being  100. 

The  address  at  the  centenary  of  St.  John's  Lodge  is  given,  with 
some  details  of  the  banquet,  toasts,  etc.,  showing  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  had  a  good  time. 

John  W.  Gotten,  Tarboro,  G.  M. 
Wm.  H.  Bain,  Raleigh,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  John  R.  Pender  tendered  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
including  in  it  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama  for  1892,  which  Report  is  full  and  courteously  instructive. 

NORTH  DAKOTA— 5TH  Annual,  June,  1894. 

Lodges,  44;  Master  Masons,  2,172;  increase,  160. 

Grand  Master  James  McDonald  issued  Dispensations  for  the  for- 
mation of  three  new  Lodges,  each  of  which  received  Charters  at 
this  Communication,  although  one  was  pretty  severely  handled  by 
the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.  D.,  .nuchas  holding  meetings  and 
transacting  busines  with  a  less  number  present  than  is  required  by 
the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  etc.  Of  the  Craft,  Grand  Master  says: 
*'I  congratulate  the  Fraternity  upon  the  prosperity  which  has  been 
ours." 

Grand  Secretary  being  (like  others  in  the  same  office)  greatly 
annoyed  by  the  tardiness  in  which  some  returns  are  made,  recom- 
mended a  penalty  be  imposed  on  any  Lodge  whose  returns  were 
not  in,  on  time,  and  a  continuing  one  for  each  day  beyond  this. 

Having  lost  their  library  almost  entirely  by  the  fire  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  an  additional  per  capita  tax  of  10  cents  was  levied,  to 
continue  for  three  years,  to  be  devoted  to  this  object. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  co-operate  in  the  centennial  cele- 
bration at  the  tomb  of  Washington. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  '*Cirand  Lodge  hold  a  public  installation, 
at  which  the  members  of  the  Eastern  Star  be  invited."  Whereupon 
Grand  Lodge  was  called  to  refreshment,  the  ladies  of  the  Eastern 
Star  admitted  and  Mrs.  ''Grand  Secretary   of  the   General   Grand 
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Chapter  Eastern  Star,  United  States,  was  invited  to  a  seat  on  the 
dais  in  the  Grand  East."  "Tempera  mutantur  et  nos  mutamur  in 
illis.*' 

Cleorjje  L.  McCirej^or,  Jamestown,  G.  M. 
Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  prepared  by  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, who,  having  an  abundance  of  time  and  all  the  Proceedings, 
makes  such  a  full  and  valuable  Report  as  should  fully  satisfy  our 
Dakota  brethren,  if  there  be  many  who  read  them.  For  ourself  we 
have  always  the  dread  lest  our  labor  be  for  naught,  and  our  efforts 
vain.  We  know  that  there  are  some  few  who  do  read,  and  shall 
we  say  are  improved.  Yes,  improved.  Alabama,  for  18t)3,  is  there, 
of  course,  and  meets  fair  brotherly  treatment. 


NOVA  SCOTIA— 2Sth  Annual.  June,  1893. 

M*.  W.-.  Bro.  Duncan  G.  Fraser,  Grand  Master,  opened  Grand 
Lodge,  at  Halifax,  when  the  members  repaired  in  a  body  to  the 
Church,  and  attending  divine  service,  listened  to  a  mast  excellent 
sermon  from  the  text:  "Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome  evil 
with  good.*'  After  this,  they  returned  to  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall. 
The  beginning  ot  a  session  in  this  way  appears  to  us  to  be  a  most 
excellent  method  of  preparing  the  minds  ot  the  members  for  a 
proper  consideration  of  whatever  business  may  come  before 
them. 

There  are  f>3  chartered  Lodges,  all  of  which  had  made  returns, 
with  a  membership  of  3,11;^,  and  a  net  gain  of  139. 

By  the  only  decision  reported  by  Grand  Master  we  learn  that  the 
rule  as  to  the  burial  of  dimitted  Masons  is  in  this  jurisdiction  as  it 
was  in  our  own.    He  is  not  entitled  to  be  buried  Masonically. 

We  copy  what  the  (irand  Secretary  says  as  to  the  value  of  a  good 
Secretary  to  a  Lodge: 

''Lodges  should  always  elect  one  of  their  best  members  as  Secre- 
tary, one  who  writes  a  good,  plain  hand,  and  to  whom  it  will  not  be 
looked  upon  as  too  much  trouble  to  read  the  Constitution,  and  the 
directions  at  the  foot  of  Annual  Returns,  and  act  upon  them  when 
making  their  returns  or  re(iuisitions  for  Diplomas.  The  prosperity 
of  a  Lodge  depends  as  much  upon  the  Secretary  as  upon  the  Mas- 
ter; without  a  competent  Secretary  the  l>est  Master  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion cannot  conduct  the  business  or  work  of  the  Lodge  in  a  satis- 
factory manner." 
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A  proposition  to  affiliate  with  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Asso- 
ciation of\United  States  and  Canada,  was  made,  but    was  defeated. 

The  Grand  Lodg^e  of  Oklahoma  was  most  cordially  welcomed 
and  greeted. 

The  business  wis  altogether  of  local  importance  and  met  with 
dispatch . 

Duncan  C.  Fraser,  New  Glasgow,  G.  M. 
VVm.  Ross,  Halifax,  G.  Sec*y> 

Bro.  L.  6.  Flint,  Chairman,  presented  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence. We  failed  to  receive  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  last  year,  and  we  suppose  that  ours  had  not  reached  them, 
as  we  do  not  find  them  reviewed.  We  hope  for  **better  luck  next 
time." 
Bro.  Flint,  however,  thus  summarizes  in  his  conclusion: 

**ln  every  quarter  we  have  noted,  not  always  the  same  rate  of  pro- 
gress, the  same  ability  or  an  equal  degree  of  learning,  yet  to  a  large 
degree  we  have  seen  the  same  difficulties  met  and  conqut;red,  and 
the  same  high  aims  inspiring  the  hearts  of  the  brotherhood  Every- 
where there  is  manifest  a  warm  devotion  to  the  principles  that  make 
the  Craft  a  most  noble  exemplar  of  benevolence  and  discipline. 
From  every  Grand  Lodge  is  perennially  announced  a  strong  de- 
termination to  stand  by  the  old  landmarks  ot  Masonry,  and  on 
almost  every  page  of  their  records  is  expressed  the  passionate 
desire  ro  cause  it  to  fulfill  to  the  uttermost  its  grand  and  holy  mis- 
sion. 

••The  deeper  the  study  of  the  volumes  before  us,  the  stronger  must 
be  our  love  for  the  Fraternity  and  the  higher  our  admiration  for  the 
faithful  laborers  in  other  fields.  We  are  stimulated  by  their  example 
and  cheered  by  their  Kindly  commendation.  No  matter  how  we 
may  be  severed  by  distance,  by  race  or  by  nationality,  we  realize, 
with  profound  gratitude  to  the  Great  Architect,  that  we  are  one  in 
our  hope.s  our  sympathies  and  our  joys." 


OHIO — 84TH  Annual,  October,  1893. 

Held  at  Cleveland,  with  Grand  Master  Allen  Andrews  presiding. 
This  jurisdiction  embraces  404  active  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of 
38,089;  the  net  increase  during  the  year  having    been  1,045     There 
is  a  good    balance    in    the    hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  more   than 
#26.000. 

Although  this  Grand  Lodge  has  been  cursed  with  Cerneanism  and 
rebellion,  we  are  gratified  to  find  that  neither  of  these  has  disturbed 
the  even  tenor  of  her  way,  and  that  even  the  difficulty  with  Tennes- 
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see  seems  in  a    fair  way   of  final    adjustment,  and  a    restoration  of 
complete  harmony.    For  of  this  the  Grand  Master  says: 

'*And  even  in  this  case  it  is  only  an  unnecessary  interruption 
growing  out  of  difTerent  opinions  entertained  by  former  Grand  Mas- 
ters, and  is  no  serious  obstacle  to  a  resumption  of  official  courtesy 
and  exchange  of  Representatives." 

We  think  there  is  a  strong  tendency  towards  relaxing  or  hmitinj; 
the  general  rule  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  of  this  the  Grand 
Master  pertinently  and  ably  suggests: 

"When  we  consider  that  a  black-ball  may  be  cast  through  per- 
sonal pique,  or  for  reasons  local  or  temporary  in  their  nature,  it  is 
not  clear  that  this  doctrine  has  its  foundation  in  philosophy  and  jus- 
tice. Higher  esti  nation  of  human  nature,  belief  in  the  possibility 
of  reformation  and  broader  charity  would  seem  to  suggest  that  the 
candidate  after  the  Upse  of  a  certain  time,  when  he  had  moved 
elsewhere,  should  be  relieved  of  the  brand  placed  upon  him." 

And  he  reco.iimended  that  some  action  be  had  thereon.  None, 
however,  was  taken. 

lie  announced  that  Cerneanism,  or  clandestine  Masonry,  in  this 
line  was  almost  dead,  for  many  were  deserting  it  and  striving  again 
to  obtain  association  with  those  who  had*  erred  not,  and  that  in 
every  instance  where  decisions  had  been  rendered  by  the  courts^ 
they  have  held,  that  **the  controversy  is  not  a  subject  matter  of  civil 
Jurisprudence,  to  be  decided  in  secular  courts,  but  that  it  is  a  Masonic 
question,  etc.,  and  that  the  civil  courts  of  the  land  have  no  power  to 
interfere." 

The  rebellious  who  established  another  so-called  Grand  Lodge  at 
Worthington  have  been  somewhat  more  successful,  and  by  drum- 
ming tor  applicants,  peddling  the  degrees  and  practicing  fraud,  they 
have  established  a  few  Lodges.  Yet  the  indications  are  that  even 
they  are  not  far  from  collapsing,  and  seeking  pardon  for  their  gross 
ot^ence. 

This  jurisdiction  has  been  greatly  exercised  on  the  subject  of 
*' uniformity. of  work,"  and  at  last  had  a  cipher  of  the  ritual  made 
••in  extenso,"  to  be  carefully  preserved,  however,  but  for  reference 
by  nil  Masters  of  Lodges,  and  of  even  this,  as  we  think,  erroneous 
methods  of  chasing  the  ignis  fntuus,  the  (Jrand  Master  said: 

"And  now,  after  the  year's  experience,  I  am  firm  in  the  belief 
that  we  cannot  attain  the  desired  uniformity  and  correctness,  we 
raniiot  realize  the  highest  possibilities  of  progress  in  ritualism,  as 
we  now  have  it,  without  a  cipher  in  each  Lodge." 

O  temporal     O  mores! 
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But  we  find  him  also  saying  what  we  can  and  most  heartily  do 
approve,  as  tl^e  same  is  of  universal  application: 

"I  sometimes  think  that,  important  as  it  is,  it  is  often  over-esti- 
mated; for  some  of  us,  at  times,  seem  to  forget  that  there  is  any- 
thing beyond  it.  U  is  indeed  painful  to  see  a  T^odge  give  itself  up 
entirely  to  the  mere  formalism  of  the  Ritual  and  the  Monitor,  abso- 
lutely forgetting  that  the  true  work  of  Masonry  is  character  build- 
ing—subju$>ating  passions,  resisting  temptation,  and  ennobling  life. 
And  therefore,  whether  we  regard  the  means  or  the  aims  of  our 
Fraternity,  it  is  my  belief  that  the  greatest  need  in  this  Grand  |uris- 
diction  is  a  more  prevalent,  popular  and  effective  supervision  of  the 
Subordinate  Lodges.*' 

The  Masonic  Home,even  here  where  there  are  near  40,000  Masons, 
seems  to  drag  slowly  along.  Seventy  thousand  and  more  dollars 
have  been  received,  thirty-four  thousand  expended,  leaving  a 
balance  of  thirty-six  thousand,  and  this  will  not  cover  existing  con- 
tracts by  some  three  thousand.  Many  subscriptions,  are  indeed  still 
unpaid,  yet  the  fact  remains  that  even  in  large  jurisdictions  a  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  sufficient  means  exists,  and  of  course  in  the  same 
proportion  in  smaller  ones.  The  Committee  on  Charity  recom- 
mended an  appropriation  of  $5,0(K)  of  Grand  Lodge  funds  towards 
it,  and  this  was  done.  But  the  Committee,  in  their  report,  show 
that  Blue  Lodge  Masons  are  the  smallest  givers  towards  it,  when 
their  numbers  are  considered. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Tasmania,  New  Zealand  and  Oklahoma 
were  duly  recognized  and  greeted  as  such,  and  provision  for  ex- 
change of  Representatives  made. 

Allen  Andrews,  Hamilton,  G.  M. 

J.  H.  Bromwell,  Cincinnati,  G.  Sec*y.      • 

M.*.  W.'.  P.*.  G.-.  Master  W,  H.  Cunningham,  a  clear  and  log- 
ical writer  and  an  industrious  and  judicious  Masonic  student,  made 
die  Report  on  Correspondence,  contained  in  253  pages.  This  ap- 
pears very  large,  but  tho'  such,  it  is  filled  with  sound  thought  and 
characterized  by  fairness  in  criticism.  We  regret  the  absence  of 
Alabama  from  it,  it.  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec  alone  of  all  the 
American  Lodges  being  absent. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  agree  with  him  when  he  says,  "Asa  rule, 
there  is  greater  want  of  careful  and  searching  inquiry  into  the 
character  of  candidates  in  large  tONvns  and  cities  than  there  is  in  coun  • 
try  Lodges." 

Of  what  may  be  considered  a  part  of  the  landmarks,  he  has  this 
to  say,  and  in  so  doing  he  shows  in  an  emphatic  manner  the  uni- 


174  APPENDIX. 

versality  of  Masonry »  and  the  quotation  also  goes  to  pro v^  the  ac- 
curacy of  some  of  the  assertions  of  your  Committee  on  the  powers 
Grand  Masters  made  near  ten  years  since.  This  is  in  reply  to  the 
Correspondent  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  Bro.  Sinj^leton: 

'*The  examination  of  every  genuine  copy  of  the  ancient  charges 
and  regulations  known,  from  the  Regius  manuscript  attributed  to  the 
fourteenth  century,  to  Anderson  or  to  the  present  time,  will  show 
that  there  are  as  many  points  in  each,  common  to  all,  however,  the 
lan)!:uage  by  which  the  lessons  are  communicated  may  differ,  hence, 
that  very  universality  makes  them  landmarks.  The  same  can  also 
be  said  of  the  term  unij?ersal  ritualistic  ceremonies;  if  any  are  unit»er~ 
sal,  then  they  are  landmarks,  and  however  simple  those  ceremonies 
may  have  been,  from  the  inculcation  of  a  belief  in  Deity  and  th«» 
love  of  the  Brotherhood  to  the  reception  of  even  but  one  word;  if 
that  was  all,  which,  however,  we  do  not  concede,  there  was  and  is 
a  universality  therein  which  constitutes  such  as  landmarks  and  as 
stated  in  this  connection  by  the  writer  in  1801  ^Whilst  language 
and  modes  of  expression  may  change,  the  truths  and  principles 
taught  in  our  Esoteric  Ceremonies  are  unchangt'al*^^  9Lnd  are  there- 
fore landmarks.' 

"In  reply  to  his  statement  that  there  were  no  rituals  prior  to  1717, 
or 'any  such  things  as  degrees  prior  to  1717,*  the  three  lines  of 
Esotery  that  escaped  mutilation  preceding  the  minutes  in  the 
record  of  the  extinct  Haughfort  Lodge,  December  22,  1702, 
(Scotland)  in  relation  to  j?  degree  othtr  Utan  the  E,  A.^  would  of 
itself  be  a  sufficient  answer,  but  the  constantly  recurring  words  of 
Apprentice  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  in  all  of  the  old  records  and 
old  manuscripts,  and  often,  too,  so  distinctively  as  to  warrant  their 
reference  to  degrees,  is  such  an  additional  proof  as  can  not  well  be 
set  aside." 

Many  pages  are  devoted  to  "Historical  Notes"  of  exceedingly 
great  interest,  showing  the  existence,  as  above,  of  the  three  degrees 
claimed,  and  also  of  Grand  Masters  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1717,  but  their  great  length  precludes  our  giving 
you  a  copy. 

Nevertheless»\ve  give  you  a  part  of  his  conclusion  for  your  edifica- 
tion: 

"In  conclusion,  the  writer  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  although 
thus  far  but  comparatively  little  attention  has  been  given  by  Masonic 
writers  to  other  than  generalities  in  relation  to  the  dual  feature  of 
Krt- emasonry  in  considering  it  under  its  two  denominations  of  Op- 
erative and  Speculative,  whilst  there  may  be  in  their  separate  con- 
sidrration  and  a  careful  analysis  aud  study  of  all  features  pertaining 
therctd,  whether  historical,  practical  or  speculative,  a  possibility  of 
throwing  much  light  upon  that  which  is  as  yet  obscure  or  contra- 
dirtory,  and  the  difiiculties  met  with  in  the  endeavor  to  harmonize 
its  history  with  its  traditions  and  Ritual,  may  be  overcome  by   acor- 
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rect  understanding:  of  its  Svmbology.  It  is  a  matter  of  cong:ratuIa- 
tion  that  the  *One  Degree  theory  and  the  theory  of  a  common 
origin  and  connection  with  ancient  'Trade  Guilds*  have  now  been 
very  generally  abandoned »  by  Masonic  writers,  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  as  late  as  1675  a  regulation  was  enacted  by  the  Lodge 
of  Melrose  re«5toring  the  term  of  service  of  the  *Prentisses*  from 
three  or  four  years  to  seven  years,  without  mention  of  any  difference 
between  the  Operative  or  Speculative,  and  as  it  is  well  known  that 
the  Regius  and  other  old  manuscripts  and  copies  of  the  Ancient 
Constitutions  and  regulations  not  onl)^  show  that  many  of  the  requi- 
sites to  be  possessed  by  the  Apprentice  could  refer  only  to  those 
who  were  omdidates  for  its  Speculative  mvsteries.  but  also  show 
that  its  two  characteristics  of  Operative  and  Speculative  were  tJien 
as  now  ptrtimnt  to  the  Institution.  Hence  it  may  be  reasonably  in- 
ferred that  it  was  not  at  all  improbable  that  a  difference  existed  in 
the  initiatory  methods  or  ceremonies  of  each —and  whilst  the  'Mas- 
son  Word,  etc.,*  may  have  been,  in  the  Scottish  Lodges,  communi- 
cated in  a  very  *simpel  maner,*  yet  it  is  not  shown  that  there  were 
no  other  Masonic  ceremonies,  either  in  initiatory  or  in  other  connec- 
tions, but  on  the  contrnr^  the  Ancient  Constitution,  History, 
Charges,  Songs,  etc.,  in  their  possession  were  evidently  for  a  Ma- 
sonic purpose,  and  how  or  when  or  in  what  connection  used, that  the 
u.se  was  in  itself  a  ceremonial .  And  in  this  connection  the  very  ex- 
istence of  these  ancient,  time-worn  manuscripts  and  the  consequent 
regulations  and  charges  art:  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  existence  of 
Masonic  ceremonials,  whilst  the  manner  and  mode  of  their  use  i.^  a 
matter  of  much  less  consequence  than  their  sylbolic  signification. 
"The  speculative  character  of  Freemasonry  must  have  been,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  understood  by  the  general  public  even  as  early 
as  1821,  as  Dr.  Stukely  says  that 

**  *His  curiosity  led  him  to  be  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Ma- 
sonry suspecting  it  to  be  the  remains  of  the  mysteries  of  the  An- 
tients.* 

•*As  the  spirit  of  Freemasonry  is  its  Speculative  or  Symbolic  char- 
acter, as  built  upon  the  Operative,  a  careful  and  patient  analysis  of 
the  two  denominations  under  which  it  is  considered,  viz:  'the  Oper- 
ative and  Speculative,*  must  first  be  made  before  we  can  hope  to 
arrive  at  even  approximately  correct  conclusions  concerning  its 
Ancient  Records  and  Ceremonies,  or  in  obtaining  satisfactory  results 
in  harmonizing  its  History  with  its  Traditions  and  Ritual;  and  whilst 
its  remote  history,  outside  of  these  ancient  MSS  ,  Regulations  and 
fragmentary  Records,  is  but  the  opinion,  in  their  deductions,  of  its 
writers,  yet  we  know  that  its  grand  principles,  embodied  in  the  two 
great  Commandments,  that  'Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,'  and 
•Thou  shalt  l^ve  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,'  are  now  as  they  were  in 
its  inception,  'its  sure  foundation*  and  from  which  has  been  evolved 
its  inculcation,  of 'Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth,*  contained  in 
the  practical  lessons  symbolized  bv  the  'Operative,*  which  is,  also, 
in  its  practical  character,  the  Symbol  of  Patience  and  Endurance, 
the  Operative,  therefore,  signifies  or  represents  that  'good  founda- 
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tion  upon  which  is  to  be  built  a  life  in  accordance  with  Divine 
Truth/and  is  the  rational  and  natural  foundatioii  of  the  'Specula- 
tive,'which  symbolizes  t^e  Wisdom,  Strenf^th  and  Beauty  of  the 
Super strocture.  and  thereby  illustrates  the  erection  of  that  Moral 
and  Masonic  Edifice,'  or  temple,  represented  by  the  perfect  man." 

From  this  report  we  learn  that  there  are  in  Germany  ei^ht  Grand 
Lodges,  and  that  the  Royal  York  Grand  Lodge  has  recognized  our 
Grand  Lodge  with  some  other  of  our  United  States  Grand  Lodges. 
It  also  contains  an  interesting  review  of  several  European  Grand 
Lodges. 

The  historical  facts  collated  are  from  the  indefatigable  remarks 
of  Bros.  Hughan,  Gould  and  others  of  the  Lodi^e  Quatuor  Core- 
nati,  who  are  delving  industriously  among  the  records  of  the  old 
English  and  Scottish  Lodges. 


OKLAHOMA — 2ND  .Annual,  February,  1S93 

Nineteen  Lodges  comprised  this  young  and  vigorous  Grand  Lodge, 
with  a  membership,  at  the  end  of  W.Ki,  of  GtSK,  and  an  increase 
during  the  year  of  2i:i.  At  the  last  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama,  held  in  December,  isas,  a  cordial  and  fraternal 
greeting  was  extended  to  this  new  sister,  with  the  hope  that  God 
would  speed  her  in  her  mission. 

Masonry  is  thus  spoken  of  in  an  Address  of  Welcome  to  Grand 
Lodge: 

"Each  degree  of  Speculative  Masonry  is  emblematical  of  spiritual 
illumniation.  and  is  the  sublime  unfolding  of  nobler  truths  and  en- 
larged conceptions  of  life.  No  man  can  be  a  true  and  faithful  Mason 
without  being  a  useful  and  honorable  citizen.  Ma.sonry  of  itself 
neither  makes  men  belter  or  worse,  for  it  possesses  no  mgenerale 
powers  of  moral  reformation.  It  claims  no  supernatural  attributes. 
It  is  only  an  esoteric  system  of  morals  and  consecrated  fellowship, 
ami  its  inviolable  obligaliofi  is  but  the  silver  cord  of  fraternal  unity. 

**lt  is  as  universal  as  civilization,  and  as  old  as  Solomon's  temple. 
Hiyoiry  and  animadversion  have  not  prevailed  against  its  imperish- 
al>le  principles,nor  the  ever-changing  vicissitudes  of  irreverent  ccntu- 
rit's  diminished  its  ancient  glory. 

"lis  benignant  dawn  burst  ujxjn  humanity  before  the  redeeminc; 
light  c)t  Mount  Calvary,and  through  all  the  turbulent  cycles  on  which 
man  has  been  tossed  since  then  it  has  ever  journeyed  toward  the 
highlands  of  nobler  life." 

At  this  session  Grand  Lodge  thus  early  resolved: 
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"A  Lodg:e  can  only  be  formed  by  authority  of  a  Dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Master,  or  a  charter  from  this  Grand  Lodge;  and  no 
Ix>dge  thall  be  chartered  until  it  shall  have  exhibited  satisfactory 
evidence  of  its  Masonic  capability.*' 

Grand  Master  August  J.  Spengel  issued  Dispensations  for  the  for- 
mation of  five  new  Lodges,  and  Grand  Lodge  granted  charters  to 
seven. 

The  following  deduction  of  the  Grand  Master  seems  very  natural, 
and  should  be  considered  by  W.*.  Masters.  Speaking  of  the  fre- 
quency of  letters  asking  advice,  he  says: 

"It  seems  to  be  simpler  and  easier  to  dash  off  a  letter  to  the 
Grand  Master  than  to  look  up  the  law  on  the  subject,  and  yet,  if  the 
questioner  stopped  to  think,  he  must  feel  that  the  Grand  Master 
cannot  help  but  consider  that  man  wholly  incompetent  for  the  posi- 
tion of  Master  of  a  Lodge,  to  which  his  brethren  have  elevated 
him,  when  he  willfully  displays  such  unpardonable  ignorance  of  the 
common  landmarks  of  our  institution." 

He  ihinks  Representatives  not  only  useless,  but  tending  to  injury, 
and  recommends  some  action,  whereupon  Grand  Lodge  unanimous- 
ly declared  "that  the  Grand  Representative  system  in  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  Oklahoma  be  abolished." 

The  proposition  from  Colorado  for  the  Washington  Centennial 
services  was  approved . 

Selwyn  Douglas,  Oklahoma  City,  G.  M. 
James  S.  Hunt,  Stillwater,  G.  Sec'y. 

An  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Bro.  James  S.  Hunt, 
containing  a  full  synopsis  of  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Lodges  reviewed, 
was  presented.  We  regret  that  in  it  we  do  not  find  Alabama,  bu 
this  is  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  we  had  not  yet  recognized  this 
young  member.    We  will  hear  from  her  next  time. 

The  photo  of  the  first  Grand  Master  graces  the  volume. 


OREGON — 43RD  Annual,  June,  1893. 

We  should  have  had  this  volume  last  year,  but  it  came  not.  We, 
however,  learn  that  there  were  93  chartered  Lodges  as  reported  by 
Grand  Secretary,  to  which  must  be  added  four,  which  received  char- 
ters at  this  Communication,  three  of  which  had  received  their  Dis- 
pensations during  the  year.     Membership  4,429,  and  the    gain  was 

263. 
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Grand  Master  F.  A.  Moore  recommended  that  some  provision  be 
made  for  the  consolidation  of  weak  Lodges,  when  so  desired,  and 
this  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  be  reported 
upon  at  the  Communication  in  181)4. 

He  thou}2:ht  it  advisable  to  allow  joint  occupancy  ot  halls,  as  aid- 
ing new  and  strujcRling:  Lodg^es.  Of  this,  however,  we  learn  nothing 
more. 

An  Oration  by  Bro.  F.  V.  Drake  is  also  published.  This  paper  is 
unique  in  its  character  and  its  aim.  If  we  are  to  take  his  views  as 
correct,  then  Masonry  had  no  beg;inning;.  but  was  the  product  of 
Nature's  co-existence  with  man,  and  any  single  individual  who 
handled  a  stone  or  placed  a  beam  was  a  Mason.  Or,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  "unity  of  purpose  and  effort  for  the  common  weal'*  be 
taken  as  the  standard,  then  Catholicity,  American  Railway  Unions, 
and  all  others  of  the  many  such  organisations,  are  also  Masonry. 
Masonry,  we  know,  to  be  and  to  mean.  Fraternity.  We  also  know 
that  it  teaches  its  members  to  be  students  and  lovers  of  art  and 
science  and  mathematics,  but  to  say  that  Masonry  is  all  these,  goes 
beyond  our  abilities  to  accept.  Nevertheless,  we  heartily  concur  in 
his  conclusion,  when  he  says: 

*  Finally,  brethren,  to  harmonize  discordant  elements,  teach  men 
their  true  relations  one  to  the  other;  that  while  all  men  are  equal,  each 
should  be  content  in  his  proper  place,  that  no  man  should  be  an 
idler,  or  intemperate,  or  contentious,  but  a  true  laborer  tor  the  com- 
mon good;  that  no  man  is  right  who  despoils  another  in  any  degree; 
that  true  happmess  is  found  in  the  prosperity  and  joy  of  his  felfows, 
and  that  these  are  of  the  true  principles  of  every  good  government, 
is  the  solemn  duty  of  every  Free  and  Accepted  Mason." 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Tasmania  and  Oklahoma  were  cordially 
welcomed  into  the  family  of  Grand  Lodges. 

A  re.solution  was  introduced  providing  for  the  trial  of  any  £.  A. 
or  F.  C.  to  whom  advancement  should  be  made,  but  Cirand  Lodge 
ad(ipted  the  following  Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
which  tallies  exactly  with  the  deci.sion  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  made 
some  years  since: 

"Your  Committee  on  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  presented  by  R.'.  W.'.  Bro  I.  C.  Moreland, 
report  that  we  have  carefully  examined  the  said  resolution,  and 
believe  that  its  adoption  would  be  a  violation  of  the  provision  of  No. 
'i  (if  the  General  Regulations  of  Freemasonry.  By  that  regulation, 
the  right  is  reserved  to  every  member  of  a  Lodge  to  object  to  the 
advancement  of  any  E.  A.  or  F.  C.  by  secret  ballot  or  otherwise. 

"In  this  jurisdiction  we  have  discarded  the  plan  for  balloting  for 
each  degree  separately,  but  we  cannot  dispense  with  the  regulation 
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requiring  unanimous  consent    to  the    advancement  of  a  candidate. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  the  resolution  do  not  pass.'* 

Grand  Lodge  thus  declares  on  the  system  of  Grand  Representa- 
tion: *'The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon  has  approved,  and  still  ap- 
proves, of  this  system  of  fraternal  representation,  believing  in  its 
utility  and  usefulness.'* 

J.  C.  Moreland.  Portland,  G.  M. 
S.  F.  Chadwick,  Salem,  G.  Sec*y 

Bro.  Chadwick,  Grand  Secretary  and  P.*.  G.'.  M.'.,  as  is  usual  in 
thisiurisdiction,  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  including  in  it 
our  Proceedings  for  1892,  sensitively  sympathizing  with  us  in  our 
bereavement  at  the  loss  of  P.*.  G.".  Masters  Clopton  and  Greene. 

He  reasonably  inferred  from  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  that 
ere  this  perhaps  the  sounds  of  the  hammer  and  the  trowel  would 
have  been  heard  on  our  Masonic  Home. 

We  know  he  will  pardon  us  when  we  take  from  his  Report  the 
notice  of  the  Lodge  Quatuor  Caronati,  to  which  Bro.  R.  F.  Gould 
so  constantly  contributes  most  valuable  Masonic  papers,  for  the  re- 
ception of  many  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Bro. 
Gould,  and  are  happy  in   thus  making    our  acknowledgements.    It 

is  as  follows: 

"Lodge  Quatuor  Caronati, 
"No.  2,076,  London. 
"William  Harry  Rylands.  P  *.  G  *.  S.-.T.*.  W.-.  D.-. 
"This  Lodge  received  its  warrant  on  the  28th  of  November,  1884, 
in  order  to  provide  a  centre  and  bond  of  union  for  Masonic  stu- 
dents. To  attract  intelligent  Masons  to  its  meetings  in 
order  to  imbue  them  with  a  love  for  Masonic  re- 
search. To  submit  the  discoveries  or  conclusions  of 
students  to  the  judgment  and  criticism  of  their  fellows  by 
means  of  papers  read  in  Lodge.  To  submit  these  communications 
and  decisions  arising  thereon  to  the  General  Body  of  the  Craft  by 
publishing  at  proper  intervals  \\\e  'Transactions*  of  the  Lodge  in 
their  entirety.  To  make  the  English-speaking  Craft  acquainted 
with  the  progress  of  Masonic  study  abroad,  by  translations  m  whole 
or  in  part,  of  foreign  works,  etc.  To  this  is  attached  a  correspond- 
ence circle,  that  numbers  over  l.o<X)  a.ssociates.  To  join  which  would 
cost  10.*?  Gd.  To  this  circle  belong  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
the  Supreme  Council  A.  and  A.  S.  R.  of  England,  National  G.  L. 
of  Germany,  Berlin;  the  Supreme  Council  A.  A.  S.  R.  of  Belgium; 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Iowa,  New  York.  Kentucky,  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts. South  Australia,  Victoria,  and  upwards  of  150  Provincial 
Grand  and  private  Lodges.  Individual  Masons  may  join.  This 
Lodge,  'Quatuor  Caronati,*  has  local  Secretaries  in  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  Europe,  \sia,  Africa,  America  and  Australasia.  It  is  one  of 
the  greatest  Masonic  institutions  of  the  age.  7  Lancaster  Place,  Mar- 
gate, Kent.  G.  W.  Speth,  P.  M.,  Secretary,  2,076." 
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PENNSYLVANIA — i6ist  Annual,  December,  1893. 

It  is  always  with  a  feelinf^  akin  to  awe  that  we  take  up  the  Proceed- 
ing:s  ot  this  Grand  Lodge,  there  is  so  much  reverence  du  i  to  a{!:e,there 
is  so  stately  a  tread  in  her  motion,  there  is  so  great  Conservatism, 
there  is  such  firm  adherence  to  the  old  established  usages  of  the 
Fraternity,  and  such  clearly  expressed  determination  to  stand  to  and 
abide  by  them. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  March  1st,  but  little  business 
was  before  it. 

A  special  was  held  May  'Sr6,  at  which  Grand  Master  Michael  Ar- 
nold conferred  the  several  degrees  upon  one  Charles  Emory  Smith, 
^^pparently  to  keep  aMve  the  right  of  a  Grand  Master  to  "make  a 
Mason  at  sight,**  for  Grand  Master  addressed  Grand  Lodge  in  refer- 
ence 10  the  prerogative  of  a  Grand  Master  to  make  a  Mason  by 
virtue  of  his  presence.    This  Communication  was  then  closed. 

At  that  of  June  7th,  181)8,  routine  business  alone  appears. 

At  that  of  September  6th,  1893,  applications  for  three  new  Lodges 
were  presented,  which  were  referred  to  Grand  Officers. 

But  the  Communication  of  December  (ith,  1898,  witnessed  a  large 
amount  ot  business,  such  as  is  usually  transacted  at  our  Annuals.  At 
this,  we  learn  from  Report  of  Grand  Secretary  that  there  are  here, 
414  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  45,937;  the  increase  having  been 
1,911. 

At  this  time,  also,  the  Reports  of  the  Trustees  of  Masonic  Tem- 
ple and  of  the  Treasurer,  are  made.  Due  respect  was  also  paid  to 
the  memory  of  P.*.  G.-.  M.".  R.  A.  Lamberton.  Some  other  matters 
also  received  attention. 

The  Grand  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  December  27th, 
1S'.»'J,  with  R.-.  VV.-.  Bro.  Michael  Arnold  in  the  East.  At  this  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  received  full  recognition,  and  was 
>;ri:eted  with  fraternal  .salutation. 

The  (xrand  Master's  Address  extends  congratulations  for  the  in- 
crease in  the  numbers  of  the  Craft,  and  the  decrease  of  the  debt. 

Of  corner-stone  laying,  he  says: 

"As  these  ceremonies  were  performed  in  public,  it  may  be  well  to 
state  that  we  do  not  consider  the  laying  of  a  corner-stone  a  Masonic 
cereiiiony  exclusivelv.  It  is  a  public  ceremony  performed  by  Ma- 
sons Such  a  certf  nKMiy  may  be  performed  by  bishops,  or  other  cler- 
gymen, public  officials,  or  any  other  person;  and  I  apprehend  that  no 
oiie  would  consider  the  mere  act  of  laying  a  corner-stone  a  Masonic 
ceremony,  although  it  may  be    done  by    Masons,  any  more   than  it 
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would  be  considered  a  church   ceremony,  when  done  by  an  ecclesi- 
astic, or  a  State  ceremony,  when  done  by  the  Governor.*' 

He  devotes  considerable  space  to  consideration  of  the  system  of 
Grand  Representatives,  and  concludes: 

"In  thus  relieving:  myself  and  successors  of  the  disagreeable  cor- 
respondence and  entanglements  which  this  system  entailed  upon 
my  predecessors,  I  repeat,  as  I  stated  in  my  letter  abolishing  the 
system,  that  I  did  it  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  end  a  practice 
which  has  become  superfluous  and  unnecessary,  and  which  practi- 
cally subserves  no  recognized  Masonic  ^advantagfes;  and  that  I  did 
this  with  entire  respect  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  several  Ma- 
sonic jurisdictions,  with  the  earnest  desire  and  hope  that  the  frater- 
nal and  cordial  relations  existing  between  them  and  their  Grand 
Lodges  and  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania, 
may  continue  in  true  Masonic  spirit." 

In  this  connection  we  also  quote  what  is  said  by  Bio.  Vaux  in  the 
introduction  to  his  Report  on  Correspondence: 

"If  the  history  of  this  custom  is  investigated,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Grand  Masters,  of  their  own  will,  appointed  these  Representatives. 
A  letter  under  the  private  seal  of  the  Giand  Master  authenticated 
them.  As  a  rule  the  Grand  Lodge  had  no  part  in  this  appointment. 
When  the  appointee  received  this  letter  it  was  made  known  to  the 
Grand  Master  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  he,  following  the 
form  as  to  all  communications  he  receives,  laid  it  before  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which,  for  want  of  consideration  as  to  the  eflectof  any  action 
expected,  or  not  expected,  received  it;  and  so  it  appeared  on  the 
minutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  For  some  time  this  course  was 
not  excepted  to,  nor  criticised.  It  was  not  of  enough  importance 
to  invite  special  attention.  It  might  have  continued  till  something 
occurred  to  call  notice  to  the  origin,  authority,  official  nature,  ca- 
pacities, or  conduct  of  these  Grand  Representatives. 

"This  result  has  been  reached.  Now,  in  cases  that  are  considered  of 
enough  significance,  the  subject  is  before  the  Grand  Lodges  directly 
interested.  It  may  become  of  sufficient  moment  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  other  Grand  Lodges  to  its  consideration.  If  so,  then  it  is 
most  desirable  that  it  be  treated  as  an  abstract  question,  not  in  any 
sense  involving  the  propriety  of  local  action  or  unchallenged  ac- 
quiescence, or  adherence  to  a  form.  It  is  simply  to  be  determined 
if  it  was  wise,  of  any  possible  practical  advantage,  or  in  acknowl- 
edged sense  beneficial;  for  it  has  no  foundation  in  organic  Masonry, 
law,  regulation,  or  tradition.  May  it  not  be  rather  designated  as  a 
|;rowth,  a  parasite  that  adheres  to  forms,  and  is  nourished  by  seek- 
mg  to  abstract  vitality  from  their  existence. 

"It  is  not  easy  to  break  a  line  of  action  which  rests  on  a  sentiment. 
If  it  can  be  authoritatively  shown  as  a  Masonic  law,  or  a  universally 
accepted  recognition  of  a  Masonic  principle  ol  Grand  Lodge  inter- 
communication, which  is  to  be  found  in  the  consistent  continuing 
regulation  of  Masonry,  then  the  policy  of  continuing  these  dis- 
tinctive agents  is  only  to  be  considered. 
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'*ir  the  orijcin  of  this  selection  of  brethren  as  Representatives  was 
the  personal  act  of  Grand  Masters,  a  courtesy  between  these  high 
Masonic  dig:nataries,  resting  on  an  inherent  capacity  of  each  to  tender 
this  courteous  salutation,  the  one  to  the  other,  then  the  considera- 
tion of  the  policy  is  left  without  other  quc^iion  than  its  posible  inu- 
tilitv.  '^nd  its  liability,  as  has  been  already  manifested,  to  produce 
contentions  between  Grand  Lodk^es.  Is  not  the  price  paid  for  the 
whistle  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  value?" 

There  is  such  an  apparent  hurry  displayed  by  candidates  '*to  reach 
what  are  miscalled  the  higher  de^^rees,"  that  the  Grand  Master 
thinks  "an  enforced  period  of  reflection  upon  what  they  may  have 
already  learned  in  Freemasonry  may  be  of  advantage  to  them  be- 
fore they  go  to  a  plaCs^  where  they  will  so  soon  forget  it,  and  where, 
perhaps,  it  will  be  of  very  littlt^use  to  them." 

In  Pennsylvania  "unafliliated  brethren  cannot  be  admitted  to  visit 
any  Lodge  more  than  once,  except  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
Lodge." 

Grand  Master  deprecates  electioneering  for  office,  and  in  agreeing 
with  him  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  we  think  it  not  only  unnia- 
sonic,  but  in  a  Masonic  Lodge,  disgraceful,  and  that  it  should  insure 
the  defeat  of  the  brother  attempting  it. 

The  display  of  figures  used  in  charity  by  the  Almoners,  Stew- 
arts   and  Hur.sars  makes  the  head  of  one  in  this  poor  jurisdiction 

swim.     Many  are  the  recipients. 

• 

Michael  Arnold,  Philadelphia,  G.  M. 
Michael  Nisbet,  Philadelphia,  G.  Sec*y. 

Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  P.'.  i),\  M..,  once  m')re  presents  a  review  of 
the  Proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  his  own  unique  style, 
cl'.-ar,  forcible  and  fraternal.  In  this,  Alabama  for  1892  finds  a 
place.  VV'e  regret  that  the  brother  should  have  so  mutilated  our 
name  that  we,  upon  beholding  it,  were  surprise-i  at  our  ignorance 
of  the  Alabama  Reporter.  We  suppose,  however,  that  the  printer 
not  being  familiar  with  it,  took  liberties. 

We  regret  that  he  should  have  inferred  from  our  silence  that  we 
admired  the  Texas  recognition  of  tiie  "Difta  Symbolica."  On  the 
contrary,  we  were  amazed  and  astonished.  Treaty!  a  word  un- 
known to  Masonry.  The  application  of  this  Dieta  for  recognition 
was  in  our  hands  then,  and  if  we  could  have  been  assured  of  its 
regularity  and  Symbolic  Masonic  character,  it  would  have  been 
reported  on  favorably.  Hut  the  fact  is,  the  longer  we  have  waited 
the   less  probable,  so  far  as  we   can  now  see,  is    such  report.     In 
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fact,  we  don't  want  to  be  compelled  to  recognize  Lodges  whose 
charters  eni9nate  from  Supreme  Councils — they  are  mal-odor- 
ous. 

He  is  not  pleased  with  the  various  processions  of  Chapters, Priest- 
hoods, (Councils  Knight  at  the  dedication  of  the  Temple  at  Arkan- 
sas, believing  that  "Blue  Lodge  Masonry  is  the  sole,  exclusive  and 
only  foundation  on  which  Lodges  and  Grand  Lodges  abide.*' 

We  concur  with  him  most  heartily  when  he  says,  for  ordinarily 
they  are  too  loosely  issued: 

**A  Dispensation  to  confer  degrees  out  of  the  usual  time  may  be 
necessary,  as  in  the  cases  reported,  but  it  is  of  doubtful  propriety 
as  a  rule." 

We  are  glad  he  expresses  himself  as  below  for  representmg  the 
section  we  do,it  wou'd  have  ill-become  us  to  have  given  utterance  to 
such  a  sentiment.  But  the  iteration  and  re-iteration  of  this  ad  cap- 
tanduth  phrase  has  become  sickening: 

"The  brotherhood  of  man  is  not  recognized  by  any  authorized 
Masonic  teaching.  The  brotherhood  of  Masons  is  a  very  different 
principle.  There  may  be  friendship,  generosity,  benevolence  and 
other  virtues  between  a  Mason  and  a  profam^  but  that  is  not  taught 
bv  Masonry.  It  is  too  commonplace  to  be  incrustated  by  the  wis- 
dom of  the  ages,  as  Masonic,  it  is  Christianity  giving  vitality  and 
force  to  civilization,  from  whence  all  civilization  draws  its  life.  Ma- 
sonry taught  before  the  Chri.stianera.  It  may  have  helped  to  make 
civilization  receptive  of  the  hidden  latent  force  of  Christianity  as  re- 
vealed in  our  *Great  Light.*  No,  there  is  no  such  teaching,  author- 
ized ancient  teaching,  in  Freemasonry    as  the  brotherfwod  of  man   ' 


»f 


He  thinks  the  P.'.M.'.  Degree  "is  without  Masonic  existence,  and 
has  no  utility." 

Our  Bro.  Vaux  is  a  strong  advocate  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  but 
holds  that  one  objected  to  or  rejected,  is  not  under  the  tongue  ot 
good  report,  no  matter  whether  he  moves  until  that  be  removed. 

Many  pages  passim  are  devoted  to  this  point  and  the  Grand 
Representative  system,  all  of  which  is  given  so  clearly  and  forcibly 
that  we  regret  our  inability  to  give  them  to  you,   brethren. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND— 19TH   Annual,  June,  1894. 

Lodjjes,  12;  members,  497;  gain»8. 

(irand  Master  Thomas  A.  McLean,  after  openinj^  Grand  Lodee, 
cong:ratulated  thebody  on  the  harmony  prevailin}>:,  and  spoke  of 
the  Fraternity  as  fairly  prosperous.  He  showed  that  he  had  per- 
sonally visited  the  most  of  the  Lodges  and  was  pleased  with  the 
work.  He  issued  his  Dispensation  to  authorize  a  Lod^^c  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  a  brother,  although  the  family  had  made  arrange- 
ment for  pall-bearers  other  than  Masons.  This  led  to  the  repeal  of 
an  existing  resolution  prohibiting  the  attendance  of  the  Lodge  un- 
less the  pall-bearers  were  furnished  by  itself. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  duly  recognized. 

Thos.  A.  McLean,  Charlottestown,  G.  M. 
h.  Wilson  Higgs,  Charlottestown,  G.  Sec*y. 

The  scarcity  of  funds  prexrluded  a  Report  on  Correspondence. 

QUEBEC — 24TH  Annual,  January,  1894. 

Grand  Master  Thos.  Page  Butler  opened  this  Grand  Lodge  at 
Muntrral .  It  is  composed  of  57  Lodges,  with  a  membership  ot 
.'^,31 H,  and  its  growth  was  H«.  The  Committee  on  State  of  Masonry 
give  us  tiie  gratifying  intelligence"that  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  this 
Province  has  never  been  in  a  more  prosperous  and  harmonious  con- 
dition." Our  brethren  of  Quebec  are  surrounded  by  difficulties 
unknown  to  us,  and  not  readilly  to  be  appreciated.  The  Committee 
on  Correspondence,  however,  of  them  says,  **In  the 
Province  of  Quebec  there  are  obstacles  placed  in  tlje  way 
of  the  progre.ss  of  our  beneficent  Order  that,  thank 
God,  are  productive  of  but  little  effect  in  any  other 
part  of  the  American  continent,"  and  in  continuation  of  this  sub- 
ject, adds: 

"Yet  the  time  was,  in  Canada,  and  in  the  city  of  Quebec  at  that, 
that  the  use  of  a  Roman  Cathohc  place  of  worship — ine  then  church 
of  thf  Jesuits — was  permitted  to  the  Craftsmen  for  the  celebration 
ot  ilivine  service,  on  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist;  and  it 
was  R.AV.'.Bro.  Claude  Denechaud.. a  prominent  French  Canadian 
and  Roman  Catholic  Freemason,  who,  half  a  century  later,  presided 
at  the  public  ^Masonic  ceremony  of  laying  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  famous  monument  to  Wolfe  and  .Montcalm.  The  times  have 
changed,  however,  and  though    Freemasonry    remains  always  the 
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same,  its  enemies  have  changed  with  the  times,  and,  not  unnatur- 
ally, either,  have  progressed  in  a  direction  the  exact  opposite  of  that 
to  which  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry  continuously  point.  The 
infamous  lies  of  an  anonymous  author,  who  has  adopted  the  charac- 
teristic noTfi  de  gttcrre  of  *Dr.  Bataille,'  in  which  Freemasonry  is 
described  as/r  diable  au  dix-netwime  sUcie^  are  found  in  the  ecclesias- 
tical and  parliamentarv  libraries  of  the  Province,  alongside  of  the 
duly  authorized  manuals  of  devotion,  and  are  read  and  digested  as 
gospel  truth  by  many  whose  mental  vision  has  been  cruelly  md 
wickedly  blinded,  in  order  that  they  shall  not  see.  Freemasons 
would  read  with  evident  relish  of  'the  devil  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury,' were  it  not  that  the  mind  is  meanwhile  filled  with  pity  for 
the  morally  blinded  who  read  and  believe,  and  with  contempt 
for  the  willful  deceivers  who  have  deliberately  closed  tne  eyes  of 
others  to  the  light  of  morality,  and  to  the  truth  that  was  from  the 
beginning.*' 

Grand  Master  thinks  that  as  the  conclusions  of  the  Masonic  Con- 
gress "contain  no  principle  not  already  fully  recognized  by  all  Grand 
Lodges"  he  was  wise  in  not  appointing  delegates  at  the  cost  of 
Grand  Lodge. 

One  new  Lodge  was  formed  under  Dispensation,  and  received  a 
charter  at  this  Communication. 

Grand  Secretary  does  not  believe  the  trifling  reduction  in  fare 
made  by  the  railroads  worth  the  candle. 

This  Grand  Lodge  nas  a  Benevolent  Fund  of %  9,000 

A  General  Fund    of 1 ,054 

Benefit  Fund  ot  ' 730 

Home  Trust  Fund  ot 070 


111,954 
One  of  the  D.*.  D.*.  G.*.  Masters  thinks  no  one  should  be  installed 
Master  of  his  Lodge  until  after  an    examination  as  to    his  ability  to 
confer  ttie  degrees,  and  another  that  non-afBliates  should  be   com- 
pelled to  aflfiiliate  or  be  expelled. 

The  Grand  Chaplain  delivered  a  most    excellent  short   address, 
which,  if  the  brethren  will  heed,  will  be  productive  of  much   good. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  was  duly  recognized. 

John  P.  Noyes,  Sweetsburg,  G.  M. 
J.  H.  Isaacson,  Montreal,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  again  made  a  full  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence, but  we  are  grieved  not  to  find  Alabama  among  the  Proceed- 
ings  to  hand. 
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RHODK  ISLAND— I02ND  Annual.  May,  1892. 

KaiUn)>  to  have  these  Proceedings  last  year,  we  take  ^reat  pleas- 
ure in  their  rectipi  this.  The  pamphlet  opens  with  the  Semi-an- 
nu-il  Communication  held  in  November,  1S$)1,  at  which  much 
business  was  transacted .  The  rccog^nition  of  the  Grand  Lodg;e  of 
New  Zealand  was  declined,  because: 

"In  view  of  all  the  conditions  your  Committee  believe  that  the 
time  has  not  yt-t  come  for  the  recognition  of  the  independent  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Zealand.*' 

But  to  that  of  Tasmania  fraternal  recognition  was  heartily  prof- 
ftircd.  and  it  was  welcomed  to  fellowship. 

This  Grand  Lodgje  requires  a  unanimous  vote  of  a  Lodge  to  re- 
store an  expelled  Mason  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry, 
while  in  Alabama  as  a  two-thirds  vole  expels,  so,  by  the  same  vote 
he  may  be  reston.-d. 

Grand  Master  Gt^orge  H.  Kenyon  opened  in  ample  form  the  102nd 
ConiMiuiiication.  In  his  address  he  announced  that  he  had  made  no 
decisions  worthy  of  record,  or  the  attention  of  Grand  Lodge. 

An  elfort  to  produce  uniformity  in  the  work  was  made,  which  we 
hope  will  prove  successful. 

Lodges  number  rs');  membership,  4,4;S4;  the  increase  having  been 
1  •">•"> 

From  (irand  Secretary's  report  we  excerpt: 

"The  membership  of  Grand  Lodge  has  increased  during  the  year 
by  the  election  of  twenty-eight  new  Masters,  and  decreased  by  the 
decease  of  eight,  making  the  prt'sent  membership  four  hundred  and 
it-n.  To  this  add  seventy-two  Wardens  and  three  Grand  Officers, 
who  are  not  at  present  members,  there  are  five  hundred^and  eighty- 
t'lve  entitled  to  vote." 

This  demonstrates  that  the  drand  Lodge  is  no  longer  a  Repre- 
sentative Body,  but  that  its  great  majority  is  made  up  largely  of 
Past  Masters.  So,  if  a  Lodge  frtquenily  changes  its  Masters,  even 
though  for  incompetency,  it  obtains  thus  a  far  greater  influence  in 
(fraud  Lodge  than  one  that  rtrtains  a  good  officer,  because  he  is 
such. 

Stillman  White,  Providence,  G.  M. 
Kdwin  Baker,  Providence,  (i.  Sec*y. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA— II 7TH  Annual.  December,  1893. 

Chartered  Lodjj^es,  184;  Master  Masons,  6,099,  Last  year  we 
recorded  what  we  supposed  to  have  been  the  lloth  Annual  Com- 
munication, but  the  pamphlet  before  us  claims  to  be  for  the  117th. 
The  former  was  held  in  1892,  this  in  1893. 

We  copy  from  address  of  Grand  Master  Stiles  P.  Dtndy: 

''Freemasonry,  like  most  institutions  of  its  nature,  doubtless  had 
its  origin  in  the  necessities  of  the  times  which  gave  it  birth.  The 
difficulty  of  arrivinjj  at  the  precise  time,  place  or  circimsiances  in 
which  it  began, has  been  encountered  by  every  writer  on  the  subject. 
It  has  been  said  that:  'Its  origin  is  lost  in  the  abyss  of  unexplored 
antiquity;  no  historical  records,  no  traditionary  accounts  can,  with 
certainty,  point  out  the  precise  time  of  it<«  commencement.*  But  it 
is  generally  accepted  by  the  Craft,  however,  that  at  the  building  of 
the  firsttemple  at  Jerusalem  by  Divine  command,  under  the  super- 
vision and  direction  o!  our  three  most  distinguished  Grand  Masters, 
Masonry  took  more  definite  shape  as  an  organized  fraternity,  and 
that  thence,  by  tradition,  is  derived  the  beautiful  legend  of  the 
Order.  Freemasonry  is  not  a  religious  institution,  strictly  so  called, 
but  is  Catholic  in  spirit,  and  with  respect  for  all  the  creeds,  it  allows 
the  largest  liberty  in  all  matters  of  conscience,  and  absolute  free- 
dom in  religious  thought  and  modes  of  worship,  exacting  only  as 
fundamental  to  its  portals — belief  in  God,  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
Universe." 

There  is  a  great  deal  both  pretty  and  instructive  in  the  Address, 
but  the  fear  of  being  prolix  prevents  its  transfer  to  our  pages.  Still, 
we  feel  authorized  to  give  you  one  other  extract: 

**Aswe  approach  the  evening  of  the  XIX  Century,  it  remains  only 
to  the  Pope  of  Rome  and  his  subordinates  through  jealousy,  bigotry 
and  fanaticism  to  openly  antagonize  Freemasonry.  Pope  Leo  XI 11, 
following  the  example  of  some  of  his  predecessors  in  his  latest 
Encyclical  letter,  promulgated  from  St.  Peters,  Rome,  on  the  8th 
of  December,  1892,  addressed  directly  to  the  Catholics  of  Italy — 
but  indirectly  to  his  subjects  throughout  the  world,  and  directly 
against  the  Masonic  Fraternity  the  world  over,  amongst  other  mean 
and  false  thmgs.  points  his  subjects  to  'Masonry  as  an  enemy  at 
once  to  God  the  Church,  and  our  Country,'  and  tells  them  that 
'Freemasonry  and  Christianity  are  irreconcilable.'  Thus,  and  in 
many  other  respects,  he  slanders  and  misrepresents  Masonry,  and 
manifests  his  bigotry,  jealousy  and  hatred  of  the  Order,  and  his 
letter  is  full  of  narrowness,  bitterness,  and  want  of  Catholicity. 
We  have  not  attacked  Catholicism,  but  are  defending  Masonry 
against  the  unjust  and  uncalled  for  attacks  of  a  deadly  foe.  We 
believe  that  Masonry  has  friends  among  the  more  liberal  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  denomination,  whom  we  would  not  wound  or  give 
offence,  but  would  honor  and  esteem.    We  fear  no  evil  from  this  or 
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any  other  external  source,  for  if  the  benefits  of  Craft  Masonry  are 
ever  lost  to  the  world,  and  the  Institution  destroyed,  it  will  be  from 
interna),  and  not  from  external  causes,  it  will  not  be  from  defects 
in  tilt:  ori^anization  itself,  but  throug;h  the  unfaithfulness  of  its  mem- 
bers to  the  Order  and  to  themselves,  in  not  living  up  to  its  teach- 
ings and  principles." 

Dispensations  fur  the  org^anization  of  two  new  Lodges  were  issued 
by  tjrand  Master  and  for  the  revival  of  an  old  one.  The  first  were 
chartered  at  this  Communication. 

He,  like  the  Orand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  claims  the  prerogative 
of  making  Mason.s  at  sight,  but  holds  that  this  power  cannot  be  del- 
egated by  Dispensation  to  another.  Grand  Lodge  sustains  these 
views. 

He  recommends  to  Lodges  to  gather  libraries,  because,  as  has 
been  said,  Masonic  literature  is  as  essential  to  a  Freemason  as  re- 
ligious literature  to  a  Christian,  as  art  literature  to  an  artist,  as  po- 
litical literature  to  the  statesman. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  New  Zealand  and  Oklahoma  both  received 
frattrnal  recognition. 

Hros.  Dendy  and  Chas.  Ingiesby  wtre  re-elected  Grand  Master 
and  Grand  Secretary  respectively,  and  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  on 
the  third  degree  and  opened  on  the  first  degree  when  these  and 
other  officers  were  installed,  after  which  Grand  Lodge  was  re-open- 
ed on  the  third  degree  to  complete  its  labors  and  close. 

There  w.is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

SOUTH  AUSTRAL1\. 

Quarterly  are  the  Communications  o^  this  Grand  Lodge  held,  the 
year  ending  in  April.  At  the  Communication  df  July  19, 181»3,  we 
find  a  representative  named  to  reside  near  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  the 
Federal  District  of  Mexico.  That  there  is  such  a  so-called  Lodge 
we  know,  because  it  has  sought  recognition  as  the  supreme  govern- 
ing body  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  and  so  has  the  Gran  Dieta  Symbol- 
ica,  and  we  believe  that  there  are  several  more,  all  claiming  the 
rij;ht  to  be  recognized  as  the  only  representative  of  Symbolic  Ma. 
sonry  which  is  supreme  in  Mexico.  Yet,  ere  long,  others  may  arise 
also,  and  we  but  be  the  more  confused. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  received  recognition. 

Lodges,  .'<S;  membership,  :i,oS.'»;  increase,  7. 

Karl  of  Knoton  was  again  elected  (>rand  Master. 
J.  H.  Cunningham,  G,  Sec'y. 


rT^''ll    I  I  ■§■■■— —iJMilii^fciLr.v. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA— 20TH  Annual,  June,  1894. 

Within  this  jurisdiction  are  4,09?)  active  Masons,  and  the  increase 
durinj^  the  year  was  108.  Dispensations  were  issued  for  three  new 
Lodges,  and  six  were  chartered. 

Grand  Master  Richard  C.  McCal lister  repoited  that  he  had  granted 
a  Dispensation  for  conferring  **the  three  degrees  upon  Gov.  Shel- 
don, waiving  the  usual  time,'*  to  which  Grand  Lodge  says  very 
properly: 

"This  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  should  only  be  exercised 
incase  of  the  greatest  emergencv,  and  only  when  the  candidate 
shows  himself  by  examination  to  be  fully  proficient  as  required  by 
our  By-Laws  and  usage.  The  facts  in  the  case  reported  did  not,  in 
our  judgment,  justify  the  exercise  of  such  power.** 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  though  the  questions  put  to  him  were 
numerous,  none  were  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  reported. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  receives!  full  and  fraternal  recog- 
nition **as  an  independent  and  sovereign  Grand  Lodge.** 

The  busmessof  this  session  was  entirely  local  in  its  interest,  and 
was  very  promptly  and  systematically  disposed  ot. 

William  C.  Allen,  Grotou,  G.  M. 

Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau,  G  Sec*y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  M.*.  W.*.  Wil- 
liam Blatt.  P.*.  G.'.  M.'.,  and  most  agreeably  gives  the  reader  an 
insight  into  the  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges.  Alabama  for 
1893  receives  fraternal  consideration  Bro.  Blatt  states  that  G.'.  M.\ 
Pettus  doos  not  favor  a  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home,  thus: 

"He  does  not  favor  a  Widows  and  Orphans*  Home  and  deems  it 
a  'brutality  in  many  cases*  to  be  sent  as  paupers  to  a  Widows  and 
Orphans'  Home.  While  deeming  this  language  rather  strong,  we 
cannot  gainsay  more  truth  than  poetry  for  it.** 

TENNESSEE — 8oth  Anniversary,   January,  1894 

These  Proceedings  come  to  us  garnished  with  the  likenesses  of 
the  immediate  Past  and  present  Grand  Masters,  and  otherwise  are 
handsomely  gotten  up  and  well  arranged. 

Grand  Masttrr  Ben  F.  Price  presided,  and  informed  us  that  he  had 
granted  one  Dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge  and 
eight  that  had  worked  U.  D.  received  charters  at  this  session. 
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The  total  membership  now  reaches  17,826,  while  the  net  increase 
has  been  1272. 

He  declined  several  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new 
Lod^'-s,  believing,  after  inquiry,  that  they  could  not  grow,  but 
probably  remain  weak  Lodges— incubi  upon  the  fraternity,  and  a 
tax  upon  the  larger  Lodges.     Indeed  he  adds: 

••I  tell  you,  brethren,  that  the  number  of  puny,  sickly,  delicate 
little  Lodges  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  astonishing.  Thev  are  an 
innibus  upon  Masonry  and  a  drawback  upon  our  nohle  Order.  To 
lend  my  aid  to  increase  this  state  of  affairs  I  could  n:jt  conscien- 
tiously, and  therefore  did  not." 

He  speaks  of  "drumming  for  Masonry*' as  **an  evil  that  should 
be  corrected."  We  regard  it  as  disgraceful  for  any  Mason  to  be  so 
engaged,  and  think  that  could,  and  should,  be  regarded  as  a  gross 
Masonic  offence,  and  treated  accordingly. 

He  recommended  the  withdrawal  of  all  commissions  to  Represen- 
tativL-s,  because  he  thought  that  *'they  have  outlived  their  useful- 
ness "  and  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

'*  A'csoh'ed.  That  the  system  of  Grand  Representatives  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  abolished." 

He  urged  the  Grand  Lodge  to  become  a  member  of  the  National 
Board  of  Relief. 

He  announced  that  the  Home  for  Widows  and  Orphans  was  now 
compltrie  and  urged  Grand  Lodge  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
assuming  control  and  accepting  the  gift.  Grand  Lodge  gave  (2,000 
for  the  payment  of  its  indebtedness,  and  from  the  Lodges  and  other 
sources  more  than  $\S^){)  had  been  realized. 

"Already,"  said  Grand  Master,  "we  have  thirty-two  widows  and 
orphans  in  the  Home,  and  are  expecting  more." 

The  work  of  this  jurisdiction  was  illustrated  by  the  actual  confer- 
ring of  the  degrees  upon  candidates  in  the  Grand  Lodge  hall, a  most 
e.xcellcnt  method  where  the  candidates  can  be  had. 

A  Lod)i;e  erectcf'  a  hall,  and,  being  somewhat  in  debt  thereby, 
asked  that  thtirdues  be  remitted,  but  this  was  declined  because  of 
tilt'  tr.stablishment  of  a  bad  precedent,  as  it  would  be  "nothing  more 
nor  li'ss  than  the  taxation  of  .Subordinat' Lodges,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  halls  for  otht-r  Lo<iges.''     Right. 

Grand  Lod^e  also  dt'clin'jd  to  remit  dues,  because  of  loss  by  fire. 
Thi'  property  should  have  been  insured.     Right  again,  very  right! 

Ht-nry  A.  Chambers,  Chattanooga,  (1.  M. 
John  Frizzell,  Nashville,  G.  Sec'y« 
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Another  of  those  exceedingly  interestinjf  reports  from  the  pen  of 
P.'  G.'.  M.v  G.  C.  Connor,  on  Correspondence,  was  presented  by 
him.  Havine:  traveled  much  and  in  the  places  whence  Masonry  is 
supposed  to  have  sprung:,  and  possessing  an  active,  enquiring,  scru- 
tinizing mind,  with  much  originality  of  thought,  his  writings,  tho' 
not  always  convincing,  cannot  but  prove  highly  interesting.  Sin- 
cerely do  we  regret  to  learn  of  his  affliction  with  what  he  fears  may 
be  "an  incurable  disease.'*    Thus  he  dedicates  his  labors: 

**To  God  the  Father,  and  the  Brotherhood  of  the  Sons  of  Light, 
do  I  dedicate  the  following  pages.  May  they  be  lu'runous  to  the 
initiate  and  the  non-initiate.  And  may  they  be  read  with  as  much 
zeal  as  characterized  their  preparation. 


f  I 


Alabama  for  181)8  is  duly  and  fraternally  noticed,  and  we  are  in 
deed  flattered  by  such  kind  personal  notice.  VVe  do  not  object  to 
the  unearthing  of  as  many  of  the  antiquities  of  Masonry  as  ran,  by 
diligence,  be  done,  but  we  do  seriously  objectto  the  constant  publi- 
cation of  deductions  and  mferences  drawn  from  imperfect  and  in- 
complete records.  A  short  time  since  it  was  roundly  asserted  that 
Masonry  as  at  present  was  the  result  of  the  revival  of  1717,  that  the 
**old  regulations'*  were  not  old  but  the  product  of  Anderson  and 
others;  that  before  that  'ime  there  was  but  one  degree,  etc.  A  little 
more  research  has  proven  each  of  these  assertions  to  be  erroneous, 
but  the  error  once  promulgated  is,  with  difficulty,  if  ever,  overtaken 
by  Truth. 

From  his  concluding  papers  we  copy  as  below,  because  we  fear 
this  tendency  to  follow  a  mere  fad  fanned  and  kept  alive  by  the 
bigot: 

SECTARIAN  OUTCROPPING. 

**In  the  Annuals  of  the  past  Masonic  year  there  are  occasional  out 
croppmgs  of  sectarianism  such  as  demands  that  the  applicants  for 
Freemasonry  hold  special  beliefs.  And  these  demands  are  main- 
tained by  a  few  with  much  ability  and  considerable  zeal.  We  look 
upon  such  demands  as  wedges  that,  if  driven  home,  will  destroy 
the  broad  platform  of  universality  upon  which  Masonry  stands.  A 
century  ago  Masonry  was  entirely  Christian,  and  universality  has 
been  achieved  through  persistent  resistence  ot  the  sectarian  spirit. 
Now  ti  at  universality  is  reached,  practically,  it  seems  a  pity  that 
over-zealous  brethren  should  seel-  to  overturn  it. 

**Two  immense  planks  form  the  platform  of  Universal  Freema- 
sonry: Belief  in  the  existence  of  God,  and  in  the  immortality  of  the 
soul  But  the  Chnstian  zealots  would  insert  two  others:  The  res- 
urrection of  th^  body,  and  (he  diving  authenticity  of  the  Bible.    The 
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writer  believes  all  four,  but  there  are  abler  men,  with  purer  hearts 
and  nobler  motives  than  he.  who  do  not  believe  the  Utter  two. 
.Such  are  Freemasons,  jfood  and  true,  to  our  personal  knowledge; 
men  who  are  able  to  stand  firmly  and  battle  nobly  for  the  riti:hts  of 
man  and  the  jflory  of  the  Supreme  Are  such  to  be  cast  out  because 
they  are  not  able  to  believe  more  than  the  two  great  doctrines?" 

TF^XAS — 58TH  Annual,  December,  1893. 

The  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  simultane- 
ously with  that  of  our  own.  Grand  Master  Thos.  B.  Cochran  pre- 
siding. He  authorized,  during  the  year,  the  organization  of  fifteen 
new  Lodges,  and  to  twelve  of  these  were  charters  granted. 

Many  corner  stones  of  public  buildings  were  laid. 

Five  hundred  and  sixty-one  Lodges  represent  the  constituency  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  returns  from  all  but  one  had  l>een  re- 
ceived. The  me  nbership  now  reaches  24,472,  and  there  was  an 
increase  of  .S44. 

Grand  Master  refused  many  applications  from  Lodges  to  allow 
circular  letters  in  behalf  of  some  indigent  or  unfortunate  brother, 
and  on  this  subject  thus  enlarges,  we  think  (|uite  properly,  for  there 
is  a  strongTcurrent  setting  towards  making  Masonry  a  mutual  t>ene- 
fit  instead  of  a  benevolent  association: 

"The  brethren  seem  to  forget  that  Masonry  rests  upon  a  broader 
foundi^iion  than  that  of  personal  rem\meration  and  indemnity  against 
pecuniary  loss,  either  to  person  or  propv-rty.  VVe  are  not  envious  of 
other  institutions  that  are  at  work  on  this  line,  and  are  content  with 
the  purposes  and  aims  of  Freemasonry  as  it  was  handed  down  to  us 
bv  th^  fathers.  It  is  indei-d  painful  to  find  Masons  eager  to  mix  their 
Masonry  with  all  ft)rms  of  modern  innovations,  but  against  all  such 
the  (}rand  Lodge  has  firmly  set  its  face,  and  I  trust  will  continue 
steadfast  to  the  end. 

"It  is  not  our  purpose  to  enter  upon  new  and  untried  fields  and 
attempt  to  cover  the  entire  field  of  benevolent  work.  To  the  genuine 
Mason  it  is  sufiirient  reason  to  call  his  attention  to  his  first  declara- 
tion when  he  knocked  at  our  doors,  'that  unbiased  by  friends  and 
uninfluenced  by  mercenary  motives,  he  freelv  and  voluntarily  offered 
hinist'lf,'  and  if  his  motive  was  pecuniary  gain  we  can  only  .say  to 
him,  however  much  we  love  him,  that  this  is  not  what  we  promised 
you,  and  you  need  not  longer  remain. 

"Wi'houi  the  world  knowing  it,  we  delight  to  do  good,  comfort 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  lend  aid  to  the  wayfarine  brother 
overtaken  bv  misfortune  among  us.  And  while  we  would  delight 
to  rebuilil  the  burned  homes,  repair  the  misfortunes,  make  good  the 
losses  and  provide  a  permanent  support  for  every  unfortunate  Ma- 
son in  our  midst,  it  would  not  do  to  confound  these  appeals  to  our 
generosity  with  the  demand  of  true  Masonic  character.'' 
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After  epitomizing  the  report  of  the  D.'.D.*.  Grand  Master,he  thus 
comments: 

**The  work  of  carefully  examining  the  reports  ot  the  various  Depu- 
ties under  the  present  system  of  reporting,  has  proven  quite  a  task, 
but  I  have  been  able  thereby  to  call  the  Craft  in  grand  review  and 
ascertain  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  so  far  as  visited.  The  expres- 
sion that  peace  and  harmony  prevails  has  indeed  grown  monoto- 
nous. It  really  means  nothing,  and  I  would  like  to  see  it  elimi- 
nated from  our  reports.  If  a  Lodge  is  not  getting  along  in  peace  it 
should  be  specially  reported,  that  its  misconduct  may  be  held  up 
to  the  world  and  suitable  punishment  inflicted." 

He  recommended  a  change  in  the  regulations  of  Grand  Lodge, 
which  prohibited  a  member  of  a  Lodge  from  voting,  if  objected  to, 
who  was  not  square  on  the  books,  and  this  was  repealed  as  not  only 
useless,  but  pernicious  and  destructive  of  the  rights  of  a  member 
not  suspended. 

The  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home  Fund  reaches  the  sum  of  more 
than  $33,000. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  seem  to  have  had 
considerable  work,  but  the  cases,  with  few  exceptions,  were  not  of 
the  dirty  kind. 

Grand  Lodge  concurred  in  the  recommendation  from  Grand 
Lodge  of  Colorado,  and  a  committee  thereon  was  appointed. 

There  was  one  case  of  a  medical  practitioner  resorting  to  the  Ma- 
sonic court  to  get  rid  of  a  professional  opponent,  and  the  Lodge  con- 
stituted itself  a  civil  court,  and  punished  the  offender,  but  Grand 
Lodge  could  not  see  the  matter  in  that  light,  and  reversed  the 
judgment. 

B.  F.  Frymier,  Houston,  G.  M. 
W.  F.  Swain,  Houston,  G.  Sec'y. 

Again  we  have  the  report  from  Bro.  Thos.  M.  Mathews,  P.*.  G.'. 
M.'.,  who  says  the  "trip  (through  the  several  Proceedings)  has  been 
laborious,  and  that  therefore  he  is  tired,  and  glad  it  is  ended,*'  yet 
furnish  a  very  full  and  edifying  report.  Alabama  for  1892  received 
fraternal  notice  from  him.  He  says  that  in  declining  to  become  a 
part  of  any  congress  for  providing  a  uniform  work,  we  acted  "sensi- 
bly and  correctly.** 

We  cheerfully  coincide  with  him  when  he  says: 

**If  we  could  have  it  our  way  we  would  make  it  so    that  no  candi- 
date could  advance  until  thoroughly  acquainted    with  the    worl^  ?ind 
13 
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lecture  of  the  precedinc:  decree.  We  would  not  deoend  upon  his 
learning;  it  later.  For  experience  has  taught  us  that  not  one  in  a 
thousand  will  do  so-'* 

When  Master  of  a  Lodge  we  acted  on  this  rule,  and  required 
that  every  candidate  for  advancement  should  he  able  to  promptly 
give  theO.  B.,  for  is  it  not  this  that  makes  him  a  Mason? 

The  following  is  good,  and  we  copy: 

"We  are  informed  that  'the  representative  system  was  aholishtdxn 
Iowa*  by  a 'constitutional  majority.'  Now,  we  would  like  to  Know 
if,  as  has  been  argued  by  Hro.  Parvin,  and  Bro.  Vaux,  of  Penns>l- 
vania,  that  the  Grand  Representative  does  not  represent  the  Grand 
Lodge,  but  that  he  is  simply  a  creature  of  the  Grand  Master — one 
upon  whom  he  wished  to  confer  an  emptv  honor — what  business 
had  the  Grand  Lodge  with  it  anyhow?  The  truth  of  the  business 
is,  however,  that  he  does  re/^rcsent  \\\ti  (^rand  Lodge,  and  such  being: 
the  fact,  the  (irand  Lodge  had  a  perfect  right  whtnever  it  saw  fit  to 
abolish  the  office  so  far  as  it  was  conrerned  No  other  power  could 
do  it,  and  we  are  not  *kicking'  because  it  exercised  its  privilege.  If 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Iowa  and  Pennsylvania  see  proper  to  take 
such  action  it  is  no  business  of  ours  to  find  fault." 


UTAH — 23RD  Annual,  January,  1894. 


We  are  always  pleased  at  taking  up  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  because  we  expect  so  much  to  result  from  the  exam- 
ple of  the  Order  in  this  region,  and  we  usually  find  that  we  are  not 
disappointed,  though  the  brethren  there  <ire,  we  suppose,  no  nearer 
being  angels  than  elsewhere. 

Grand  Master  A.  B.  Emery  thus  notes  the  condition  of  the   Craft: 

''It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Freemasonry  runs  parallel  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  ccuintry  in  which  it  exists,  and  as  we  have  expe* 
rienct'd  during  the  past  year  more  of  a  stagnation  in  business  than 
evtrr  before,  our  membership  has  not  as  rapidlv  increastfd  as  we  an- 
ticipated when  last  we  parted.  But  aside  from  this  it  is  a  great 
pleasure  for  me  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  all  our  Lodges  are 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  Peace  and  harmony  prevails  among  the 
mi^nibers  of  each  Lodge  and  among  all  the  Lod^fes.  They  have 
hei-n  zealous  in  their  work  and  the  manner  in  which  the  several 
dfgrt'es  have  been  conferred  is  bt-yond  praise.  They  practiced  the 
social  features  of  Masonry  with  the  best  results." 

The  (irand  Secretary  shows  that  ihrre  are  S  Lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  ni;S;  the  gain  having  bi*en  nrl.  Although  twenty-five 
fewer  degrees  had  been  conferred  than  during  the  year  preceding. 
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Grand  Master  thus  expresses  his  views  on  the  position  of  Grand 
Representative,  it  b^^ing  the  exact  reverse  of  that  contended  for  by 
Bro.  Parvin,  of  Iowa: 

•*I  hold  that  a  Grand  Representative  represents  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  not  the  Grand  Master.  That  the  Grand  Master  makes  the  ap- 
pointment is  because  he  is  the  Executive  Officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
when  not  in  se<«sion.  In  his  Annual  Address  the  Grand  Master  re- 
ports all  his  official  acts  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  the  appointment  of 
Grand  Representatives  included  And  when  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
Annual  Communication  assembled  confirms  the  appointments  they 
are  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah.'* 

His  third  decision  reads  thus: 

*•  Third.  Can  a  non-affiliated  Mason  prefer  charges  against  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Lodge  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction? 

•*  Annuer.  He  cannot.  In  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Utah  a  non- 
affiliated Mason  is  considered  a  drone  in  the  hive  of  Masonry.  He 
has  no  Masonic  right*;  and  is  entitled  to  no  Masonic  privileges,  con- 
sequently he  can  prefer  no  charges  against  a  member  in  good  and 
regular  standing  in  a  Lodge  in  Utah." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  adversely,  and  it  was 
sustained. 

Such,  however,  would  not  be  the  ruling  in  Alabama. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  received  fraternal  recognition 
and  a  hearty  greeting. 

A  resolution  to  repeal  the  resolution  giving  mileage  and  per  diem 
to  Representatives  of  Lodges  was  adopted,  yet  we  notice  an  ap- 
propriation for  mileage  and  per  diem.  In  Alabama  we  have  never 
but  once  paid  the  Representatives,  but  each  Lodge  sends  its  Officers 
at  its  own  cost. 

Arvis  Scott  Chapman,  Salt  Lake  City,  G.  M. 
Christopher  Diehl,  Salt  Lake  City,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  latter  came  forward  with  his  usual  breezy  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, well  seasoned  with  the  spices,  wherein  he  constantly 
handles  Alabama  for  1802  He  thinks  that  appearances  warrant 
the  presumption  that  this  Grand  Lodge  will  see  the  construction  of 
a  Home  "at  no  far  distant  day."  put  be  should  remember  that  ap- 
pearances are  notoriously  deceitful,  and  that  calm  reflection  may 
demonstrate  that  this  is  too  expensive  and  too  extensive  a  method 
of  displaying  benevolence  for  so  small  and  notoriously  poora  ju- 
risdiction. At  any  rate,  the  next  Communication  produced  no 
returns  from  the  Trustees     We  live  still  in  hope. 
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He  dislikes  the  drones,  the  unaffiliated*  and  noticing  our  remark 
upon  the  action  of  his  Grand  Lodjj^e  with  regard  to  them,  that  it 
was  problematical  if  such  treatment  of  them  would  result  in  much 
good,  he  says: 

"Why,  good  brother,  of  course  it  is  problematical,  it  does  not 
diminish  the  drones  in  the  Masonic  hive  the  least  bit;  the  woods  are 
full  of  them  in  Utah,  but  we  presume  not  more  so  than  in  Alabama, 
with  this  diflerence,  however,  that  we,  in  Utah,  do  not  propose  to 
pay  wages  to  any  Mason  who  is  too  lazy  to  work.  That  is  all  there 
IS  to  it." 

He  agrees  with  Grand  Master  of  Arkansas,  that  demand  for 
an  examination  of  the  Charter  '*is  an  insult  to  the  Lodge  whose 
courtesy  the  visitor  solicits." 

He  invests  no  capital  in  the  antiquity  of  Masonry,  but  thinks  it  of 
compartively  modern  origin,  but  Bros.  Hughan.  Gould,  et  al.,  are 
fast  dispelling  this  illusion,  and  at  least  beginning  to  enable  us  to 
reason  from  a  part  to  the  whole. 

He  takes  no  stock  in  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction. 

Of  demanding  but  juK)  for  the  degrees,  he  says,  "too  cheap.  It 
makes  Masonry  too  popular." 

He  says  the  P.  M  degree  is  not  a  prerequisite  for  installation,  nor 
is  it  so  in  Alabama. 

Of  the  Fraternal  Congress,  he  says:  "The  social  feature  of  the 
Congress  was  a  success,  the  legislation  no;  what  I  expected." 

We  have  marked  more,  but  must  forbear.  Yet  we  extend  to  him 
the  sympathy  of  a  lovine  brother's  heart  at  the  distress  in  which  we 
find  him,  as  from  his  conclusion,  wherein  we  find: 

"Many  of  the  pages  comprising  the  Report  have  been  written 
while  dark  clouds  were  hovering  over  our  home.  For  this  reason 
we  ask  your  kind  indulgence  for  the  many  imperfections  you  may 
find  in  the  work.  It  is  so  hard  to  read  and  write  when  grief  pangs 
the  heart  of  a  father,  and  when  he  sees  his  fondest  hopes  destroyed. 
For  your  sympathy,  brethren,  in  the  hour  of  our  bereavement,  thou- 
sand thanks." 


VIRGINIA — ii6th  Annual,  December,  1893. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  old  Grand  Lodge  now  lie  before  us,  and 
are  always  gratefully  received.  Among  the  first  matters  noticed  by 
Grand  Master  \Vm.  H.  Pleasants  in  his  Address  is  the  Masonic 
Home,  so  dear,  as  it  should  be,  to  every  Masonic  heart.  Grand  Lodge 
has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  it,  made  appropriations  for   it,  and  ap- 
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pointed  a  Committee  on  it,  yet  the  Grand  Master  thinks  that  it 
hardly  meets  with  the  favor  it  should  at  the  hands  of  the  brethren. 
He  implores  all  present,  upon  returning,  to  urge  upon  the  brethren 
a  proper  consideration  of  their  duty,  and  hopes  much  from  the  12,- 
000  Masons  of  the  jurisdiction. 

The  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  for  the  Washing- 
ton Memorial  Services,  was  laid  before  Grand  Lodge,  read, 
approved,  and  Committee  appointed. 

Four  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued  by  him,  and  nine 
recisived  Charters  at  this  Communication.  Thus  making  the  pres- 
ent number  of  Lodges  267,  with  a  membership  of  12,000. 

Among  his  decisions  we  find  this: 

"That  it  is  not  lawful  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  for  a  Lodge  to 
receive  into  its  membership  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason  upon  a  dimit  from 
the  Scottish  Ritt?  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  formerly  a  member;  but  that 
the  only  way  to  acquire  membership  in  a  Lodge  in  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction is  by  Initiation,  Passing  and  Raising  in  a  regular  Lodge  of  A. 
F.  and  A.  M.,  or  by  dimit  from  some  such  Lodge." 

Much  difficulty  is  experienced  as  to  the  acou.stic  properties  of  the 
Grand  Lod^e  Hall  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  many  experi- 
ments have  been,  and  are  about  to  be,  tried,  to  correct  the  evil  if 
possible. 

On  the  second  day  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  for  "work  and  in- 
struction.** Then  to  lay  the  corr.er-stone  of  the  Masonic  Home 
Building.  In  con.sequence  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  the 
ceremony  was  exemplified  in  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall.  At  this  a 
most  excellent  and  unique  address  was  delivered  by  Bro.  R.  T.  W. 
Duke,  Jr.,  in  which  poverty  is  deified  as  the  great  power  that  pro- 
duces progress,  and  has  advanced  civilization.  Still  he  pleads 
earnestly  for  advancement  in  Knowledge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  recogni/ed,  and  heartily 
welcomed. 

Mann  Page,  Brandon,  G.  M. 

Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  Richmond,  G.  Sec*y. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

WASHINGTON— 36TH  Annual,  June.  1893, 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  Grand  Master 
Alfred  A.  Plummer,  at  Tacoma,  "where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows 
twice  in  twenty-four  hours,"  and  *' where  the  gentle  shower  seldom 
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ceases."  Seventy-nine  out  of  eiKhty-three  Lodges  answered  to  the 
call  of  the  roll.  The  total  number  of  Masons  reported  is  4  837,  be- 
ing an  increase  over  last  report  of  5o9.  There  were  175  dimissions, 
while  but  74  were  suspendtrd  N.  P.  D.  We  find  the  averajj^e  per 
capita  membership  dues  paid  by  Lodges  to  be  \i\)  cents.  The  afhlia- 
tions  were  321.  Nine  Dispensations  tor  new  Lodges  were  issued, 
and  to  8  of  these  charters  were  granted  at  this  session,  leaving  still 
two  U.  D. 

Grand  Master  called  the  brethren  to  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  attributed  the  straight- 
ened circumstances  to  the  reduction  of  the  per  capita  dues  from*  $2 
to  $1.  He  then  recommended  retrenchment  by  reducing  the  appro- 
priations to  Grand  Lecturer  and  cutting  off  pay  of  per  diem  and 
mileage  to  members  of  Standing  Committees,  as  well  as  an  increase 
of  the  dues. 

Among  his  decisions  is  one  requiring  seven  Master  Ma- 
sons to  be  present  in  order  to  open  a  Master's  Lodge,  and 
after  some  discussion  this  was  concurred  in  by  Grand  Lodge.  This 
is  in  accord  with  the  present  ruling  Masonic  thought. 

He  deplored  the  continual  increase  of  the  great  army  of  non-aflfil- 
iates — drones — and  thought  this  mainly  due  to  the  laxity  of  the 
members  ol  the  Investigating  Committee  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  To  some  extent  this  is  doubtless  the  ca.se,  but  we  think  an- 
other cause  assigned  by  hmi,  the  more  potent,  "the  same  lecture 
or  sermon  delivered  fifty-two  consecutive  times  by  the  same  per- 
son." He  advises  a  cultivation  of  the  social  feature  of  Masonry, 
and  Worshipful  Bro.  Wm.  H.  Upton,  in  his  oration  on  this  subject, 
says: 

"Nex\  restore  the  social  element  in  your  Lodge,  and  have  no 
mure  meetings  at  which 'nothing  was  done.'  Do  this  by  having 
some  kmd  of  Masonic  in^^truction,  with  music,  if  possible,  and  a  bite 
:o  eat  at  every  meeting  which  is  not  occupied  by  work.  Of  course, 
you  will  stir  up  opposition,  brethren  will  denounce  you  as  'a  viola- 
tor of  the  landmarks.'  Masons  will  de':lare  that  you  have  no  right 
to  use  l^ge  funds  to  buy  refreshments.  But  let  not  ignorance  dis- 
may you.  Lr-t  them  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  if  they  refuse  to 
he  enlightened  other^vi.se,  and  we  will  pile  up  Masonic  precedents 
for  you  higher  than  the  M.*.  VV  ".  (Irand  Master's  head:  for  most  of 
the  Lodges  in  Europe,  and  hundreds  in  America,  usually  have  a 
bancjuet  at  every  regular  meeting.  But  let  Masonic  instruc- 
tion be  the  chief  purpose  of  these  meetings.  Let  Masonic  problems 
be  discussed  by  appointe<l  brethren.  Let  well  informed  Masons, 
educated  or  uneducated,  deliver  written  or  ord  addre.sses  on  any 
.Masonic  subject;  or,  when  such  addresses  cannot  be   secured,   let 
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somethinj^  be  read  from  a  Masonic  book.  The  old  'Charges  of  a 
Freemason,*  or  an  extract  from  Preston  or  Hutchinson,  will  be  new 
to  many,  and  interesting  to  all.  It  will  surprise  you  what  interest 
will  be  taken  in  thtrse  meetings.  They  are  but  a  return  to  the  an- 
cient practice  Masonry  was  taught  by  symbols,  because  these  ap- 
peal to  the  f  ye,  and  Masons  will  always  respond  if  you  appeal  to 
their  senses,  especially  to  seting,  hearing  or  tasting.  You  cannot 
make  a  horse  drink,  and,  perhaps,  you  cannot  make  the  majority 
of  men  or  Masons  read.  But  universal  experience  shows  that  they 
will  listen.  Every  Mason  has  an  attentive  ear.  Supply  the  instruc- 
tive tongue,  and  you  will  find  them  quick  and  eager  to  learn.'' 

We  know  that  many  Orand  Lodges  and  many  exceedingly  good 
brothers,  too,  hold  such  to  be  an  abuse  of  Lodge  funds,  but  we  have 
ever  been  at  a  loss  to  discover  why.  If  sociability  were  more  cul- 
tivated there  would  be  a  stronger  feeling  of  brotherhood  engen- 
dered, and  better  would  be  the  membership. 

The  Grand  Secretary  complained  of  the  great  and  almost  inexcus- 
able negligence  of  Lodge  Secretaries,  spoke  of  the  task  of '*straight- 
ening  out"  crooked  returns  as  bemg  ** Herculean."  He  recom- 
mended economy  also.  The  Finance  Committee,  however,  made 
no  recommendation  of  an  increase  of  dues. 

The  oration  of  Bro.  Upton  was  **a  plea  for  the  teaching  of  Ma- 
sonry," and  9  strong  and  able  one  it  was.  We  have  given  you  a 
sample  already. 

It  is  really  amusing  now,  so  long  after  the  meeting  of  the  Masonic 
Congress  at  Chicago,  a  **mons  parturiens  cucurrit  nuis,"  to  read  of 
the  agony  expressed,  lest  this  be  but  a  wooden  horse  to  destroy  the 
independence  of  Grand  Lodges,  but  it  simply  denotes  the  fear  of 
some  such  result  unless  every  such  effort  be  well  and  timely  re- 
sisted. 

Edward  Rose  Hare,  Tacoma,  G.  M. 
Thomas  Milburne  Reed,  Olympia,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  who  is,  or  at  least  last  year  was,  a  man  o' 
much  business,  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspon- 
dence, and  for  this  reason  apologizes  for  the  brevity,  etc.,  of  his 
Report.  This  was  needless,  tor  his  reviews  are  usually  full  and 
characterized  by  thought,  learning,  kindness,  and  fairness.  He  re- 
views Alabama  for  18i)2.  paying  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  both  our 
distinguished  members  who  had  died.  Bros.  Clopton  and  Greene* 
He  makes  a  quotation  from  Grand  Master  Morrow's  Address  as  to 
"the  duties  of  a  true  Mason."  He  approves  decision  of  Grand 
Master  Morrow  that  "the    re-instatement    of  a  Mason    indefinitely 
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suspended  restores  hitn  to  membership  as  well  as  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry/*  and  cannot  comprehend  *'why  it  was  not 
permitted  to  stand." 

Bro.  Reed,  we  find,  mistakes,  as  others  have  done,  and  speaks 
of  our  report  on  resolution  of  Bro.  Cunningham,  providing  for  a 
Special  Congress  on  work,  as  on  the  proposed  "General  Masonic 
Congress.'*    Please  look  again,  brother. 

Under  Arkansas  he  says,  and  so  do  we: 

"The  following  decision.  No.  7,  is  'something  new  under  the  sun,' 
and  dirtictly  contradicts  the  old  theory  chat  'once  a  Mason  always  a 
Mason:* 


K 


*7.  Persons  residing  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  who  claim  to  be 
Masons  of  defunct  Lodges  of  othfr  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  cannot 
procure  cerii^cates  of  tht-ir  good  HVlasonic  character  from  the  Grand 
Secretaries  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  from  whence  they  come,  may 
be  made  over  again,  if  proper  material,  in  the  regular  way,  upon 
the  payment  of  the  fees.* 

"If  a  man  is  'proper  material,'  and  can  prove  himself  by  the 
proper  esoteric  tests  to  have  been  regularly  initiated,  passed  and 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason,  it  seems /amra/,  to 
say  tne  least,  that  he  should  be  *put  through'  aKain;  to  do  a  j<;w«- 
M/w.s'' already  demonstrated  to  have  been  dont?.  If,  in  our  judgment, 
it  were  proper  to  recti-ive  him  at  all  as  a  man  of  ^ood  report  before 
the  world,  and  fitted  to  be  a  Mason,  his  word  as  a  Mason  was  as 
good  as  his  word  as  a  man." 

But  we  fear  becoming  too  prolix  wliere  there  are  so  many  vol* 
umes  to  be  reviewed,  so,  per  force,  bid  this  one  adieu. 


WASHINGTON— 37TH  Annual,  June,  1894 

Under  the  (iavel  in    the  hands    of  M.*.  W.'.  Ed  R.  Hare,    Grand 
Master,  this  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  in  the   city  of 
Everett.    This  place,  as  we  learn,  from  the  Address    of  Welcome, 
was  three  years    before,  *'a  wilderness,"  and    now  a    thriving  city. 
What  marvelous  strides  the  great  Northwest  is  continuing  to  make! 

Grand  Master  issued  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  two  new 
Lodges,  and  these  were  deemed  worthy  of  Charters.  There  are 
!<:!  Chartered  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  4,8()1,  and  a  net  in- 
crt-ase  of  211. 

Of  the  Representative  system,  he  says:  "Brethren,  dispense  with 
it;  lop  it  of!  and  put  the  few  dollars  it  costs  into  the  Charity  Fund, 
which  we  should  have."  Grand  l^odge  thereupon  concurred  in  the 
following  Report  of  a  Select  Committee: 
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'*Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the 
Address  of  the  Grand  Master  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Grand 
Representatives  of  foreign  jurisdictions,  would  most  respectfully 
report  that  we  have  carefully  examined  the  matter  in  question,  and 
have  given  the  subject  that  consideration  which  its  importance  de- 
mands; and  that  your  Committee  must  most  heartily  concur  in  the 
recommendations  of  our  Grand  Master,  that  the  practice  be  hereaf- 
ter discontinued  in  our  jurisdiction,  being,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  a  useless  system,  which  has  already  been  wisely  dis- 
continued by  several  of  our  sister  jurisdictions,  as  an  unnecessary 
incumbrance  on  their  records." 

So,  there  is  another  added  to  Pennsylvania  and  Iowa. 

The  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  for  centenary 
services  at  the  tomb  of  Washington  was  heartily  agreed  to. 

Some  little  friction  appears  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of 
Oregon,  because  one  adheres  to  the  law  of  perpetual  jurisdiction, 
which  the  other  rejects  but  we  don*t  look  for  any  blood. 

Grand  Master  is  greatly  exercised,  as  Grand  Masters  spasmod- 
ically are,  on  the  subject  of  non-afiiliates,  and  thinks  some  limit 
should  be  provided  as  to  their  standing. 

He  also  recommends  the  requiring  documentary  evidence  of 
good  standing  from  visitors. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Oklahoma,  and  of  New  Zealand,  Tasma- 
nia and  South  Australia,  were  each  fraternally  welcomed. 

The  resolutions  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  relative    to  '*juris- 
diction  over  persons  reiected  for  initiation"  having  been  laid  before 
^  Grand  Lodge,  it  adopted  the  following: 

*'In  reference  to  the  *uniform  rules*  as  to  jurisdiction  over  candi- 
dates, prepared  by  Past  Grand  Master  Frederick  Speed,  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  we  believe  them  to  be  sound,  and  in 
accord  with  the  laws  and  regulations  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and,  therefore,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  same.'* 

A  permanent  location  for  the  Home  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  some- 
what disturbing  the  Body. 

Jos.  M.  Taylor,  Seattle,  G.  M. 
Thos.  M.  Reed.  Olympia,  G.  Sec'y. 

This  last  prepared  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  from  it  we 
learn  that  it  had  been  prepared  under  infirm  health.  We  know  how 
to  sympathize,  and  surely  do  with  him. 

Alabama,  for  1893,  is  found  in  its  accustomed  place,  and  receives 
abundant  and  fraternal  attention. 


202  APPENDIX. 

We  copy  a  part,  onlv  remarkini^  that  Alabama  thinks  a  warrant 
present  as  necessary  as  the  three  great  lights,  and  that  a  Lodge  is 
not  complete  with  either  absent: 

"Dispensations  were  granted  by  the  Grand  Master  for  the  organ- 
ization of  four  new  Lodges  A  Dispensation  was  granted  to  Lodge 
No  404, 10  continue  work,  says  the  Grand  Master,  'until  the  present 
session  of  the  Grand  Lndxe,  their  Lodge  having  been  lost,  includ- 
ing the  Charttr  and  contents,  by  fire*  Although  the  Lodge  room, 
contents  and  Charter  be  destroyed  by  tire,  we  doubt  the  absolute 
necessity  of  any  Dispensation  authorizing  that  Lodge  of  brethren, 
who  are  regularly  constituted  and  empowered  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  work  as  a  Lodge,  *to  continue  work' — a  right  they  already  pos- 
sess. This  right,  in  our  opinion,  was  not  destroyed  by  the  burning 
of  the  Hall,  Charter,  or  furniture,  though  doubtless  greatly  incon- 
venienced, and  especially  so  in  the  loss  of  Hall  and  furniture, 
which  the  fiat  of  a  Grand  Master  cannot  restore.  The  re-issue  of 
every  Charter  destroyed  should  be  directed  by  general  law  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  without  further  formal  ceremony." 


WKSr  VIRGINIA— 29TH  Annual,  November,  1893. 

Many  corner-stones  of  public  buildings  were  laid,  and  two  of 
them  of  Masonic  Temples,  a  front  elevation  of  one  of  which,  at 
Wheeling,  is  published  in  the  Proceedings.  There  also  appear  the 
portraits  of  P.*.  G.'.  Masters  George  Davis  and  Robert  White. 

At  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  at  Wheeling  many  admirable 
addresses  were  delivered,  but  that  of  P.-.  G.*.  Master  O.  S.  Long  most 
attracted  our  attention.  In  it  he  considered  the  question  of  whether 
John  the  Baptist  was  a  Freemason,  and  treated  at  some  length  of 
the  Kssenes  among  the  Jews  at  that  time.  We  found  it  greatly  in- 
teresting and  also  instructive,  and  would  that  you  might  be  able  to 
read  it.  The  origin  and  antiquity  of  Masonry  is  now  attracting  the 
attention  of  those  who  have  the  leisure  and  opportunity,  as  it  has 
never  before  done. 

Grand  Master  Davis  spoke  of  the  Craft  as  ''having  been  fairly 
prosperous,"  and  the  Grand  Secretary  congratulated  the  "brethren 
over  the  growth  of  the  Order"  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Ht*  reported  the  Lodges  as  being  ii<$  in  number,  to  which  must  be 
added  (>,  chartered  at  this  Communication,  while  the  membership 
numbers  5,<K>4;  there  having  been  an  increase  of  281.  Four  of  those 
U.  n.  had  been  organized  during  the  year. 

He  denounces  begging  appeals  as  an  evidence  of  "Masonic  men- 
dicancy," and  declares  that  a  "mighty  mean  opinion"  is  entertained 
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of  the  Lodge  that  issues  one.  Right.  For  the  Lodge  that  will  de- 
mand proper  dues  of  its  members,  and  then  manage  them  in  a 
business-like  manner,  will  not  only  be  fully  able  to  ''support"  itself, 
but  spare  ''something  for  charity." 

A  member  of  a  Lodge  reported  that  the  Master  of  his  Lodge 
had  ordered  the  ballot  spread  upon  a  petition,  and  the  Wardens 
declared  the  same  dark,  but  when  the  ballot  reached  the  East  no 
declaration  was  made,  and  that  he  had  proceeded  with  the  business 
before  the  Lodge  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  until  many  of  the  mem- 
bers had  left.  "Shortly  before  closing,'*  however,  the  Master  or- 
dered the  ballot  retaken,  and  it  coming  up  clear,  declared  the 
petitioner  elected .  He  was  subsequently  "entered,  passed  and 
raised  in  due  form,"  and  the  writer  asked  the  status  of  such  Mason. 
On  this  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  report: 

**As  to  the  questions  submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  bjj  Bro.  Fred 
N.  Seibert,  the  majority  of  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
delay  in  the  re-circulation  of  the  ballot  was  improper  and  unlawful. 
The  result  should  be  declared  when  the  ballot  is  inspected  by  the 
Master  of  the  Lodge.  When  only  one  black  ball  appears,  a  second 
ballot,  if  had  at  all,  must  be  had  immediately  after  such  inspection 
and  before  any  other  business  is  dispatched  by  the  Lodge,  and  be- 
fore any  member  has  retired  from  the  Lodge  But  the  Committee 
is  unanimously  of  opinion  that  if,  on  the  re-circulation  of  the  ballot, 
the  candidate  is  initiated,  passed  and  raised,  he  is  entitled  to  all  the 
rights,  privileges  and  benefits  of  Freemasonry." 

No  word  of  rebuke  or  reprimand  either  to  the  Master  who  would 
make  such  orders  on  the  Lodge,  which  would  tolerate  them.  And 
Grand  Lodge  approved. 

Alexander  M.  Evans,  Middleway,  G.  M. 
G.  W.  Atkinson,  Wheeling,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which 
contains  the  Proceedings  for  Alabama  for  1892.  He  is  satisfied  that 
if  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  "can  fulfiW  aW /A^  rg^mWm^nts  0/ ike 
RUuaP'  he  is  sufficiently  physically  qualified.  He  is  an  advocate  for 
the  organization  of  a  General  Supreme  Grand  Lodge  in  the  United 
States,  we  suppose.  He  thinks  a  uniformity  in  work  might  be  ob- 
tained anywhere  if  proper  persons  met  and  adopted  it,  and  then 
Grand  Lodges  took  proper  steps  to  r^isseminate  it  without  the  aid  of 
a  cypher.  He  asserts:  **It  certainly  can  be  done."  He,  and  we 
agree  with  him,  that  it  is  wrong,  to  print,  in  the  Proceedings,  the 
names  of  rejected  applicants. 

Adieu,  my  brother,  may  we  meet  again. 
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WISCONSIN — 50TH  Annual,  Junk,  1894. 

This  volume  contains  the  portraits  of  the  retirinf^  Grand  Master, 
very  many  of  the  P.*.  G.".  Masters,  the  Grand  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
Tyler  and  representation  of  two  ends  of  the  Ej^yptian  Hall  of  the 
Temple,  and  withal  is  very  hsindsomely  prepared. 

There  are  at  present  22^  chartered  Lodges,  all  of  which  promptly 
made  their  reports,  and  only  seven  failed  to  be  represented  at  this 
Communication;  the  membership  embraces  15,505  Masons,  and  the 
net  ^ain  was  527. 

Grand  Master  Wm.  C.  Swain  issued  Dispensations  for  five  new 
Lodges,  and  during  this  session  Charters  were  granted  to  eight. 

He  granted  Dispensations  in  several  instances  for  the  use  of 
Masonic  Halls  by  Chapterb  of  the  Eastern  Star.  The  Committee 
to  whom  this  portion  of  the  Address  was  referred,  reported  in  favor 
of  the  repeal  of  the  resolution  of  Grand  Lodge  in  18(K),  authorizing 
such  Dispensation,  but  the  niatttr  was  laid  over  until  the  next 
Annual.  In  contrast  with  this  growing  disposition  to  attach  these 
woman's  Lodges  to  Masonry,  we  refer  our  brethren  to  the  sound 
Masonic  views  of  the  M.'.  W.*.  Ct.'.  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba  on  this  subject  as  given  in  his  Address  on  26th 
March  last.  In  this  he  says,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  Ancient  Land- 
marks to  admit  women  into  Masonry,  and  he  thinks  these  Lodges 
of  adoption  should  be  excluded,  and  in  his  opinion,  not  permitted. 
Is  he  not  eminently  sound  herein,  and  if  continued  by  any  of  us 
may  not  unfavorable  results  be  expected?  Is  there  not  a  growing 
tendency  displayed,  not  in  this  particular  only,  **to  make  changes 
in  the  body  of  Masonry?'* 

He  authorized  a  Lodge  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  to  solicit  aid  in 
behalf  ot  a  hospital  for  consumptive  brethren,  to  be  there  established, 
but  doubted  the  success  of  the  scheme. 

The  Committee  on  Charity  said  this: 

"We  further  recommend  that  a  Committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  bring  the  subject  of  Masonic  Charity  oflicially  before  the 
( ;rand  Lodges  of  the  country,  to  the  end  that  a  uniform  system  may  be 
adopted,  so  that  this  (irand  Lodge  shall  not  be  compelled  to  pay 
both  for  the  relief  of  its  own  brethren  in  other  jurLsdirtions,  and  for 
the  relief  of  brethren  from  other  jurisdictions  within  our  own  bor- 
ders." 

We  do  not  find  that  any  action  was  had  thereon,  save  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Report.  On  the  other  hand,  the  late  Masonic  Congress 
arrived  at  this  conclusion: 
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"The  conclusion  of  the  Congress  is  that  worthy  Masons  are  en- 
titled to  relief  from  brethren  and  Lodges  wherever  they  may  be 
found  in  need  ol  relief,  and  that  the  brethren  of  Lodg^es  erantin^ 
such  aid  are  not  entitled  to  demand  reimbursement  from  the  Lodges 
in  which  they  hold  their  membership*  but  that  when  a  member  of 
one  Lodge  is  relieved  by  another*  and  the  financial  situation  of  his 
Lodge  is  such  as  to  permit,  common  courtesy  and  duty  alike  de- 
mand that  it  should  reimburse  a  poorer  Lodge  relieving  its  mem- 
bers. Written  or  printed  appeals  for  aid  which  do  not  secure  the 
endorsement  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  jurisdiction  from  which 
they  emanate,  should  be  discountenanced." 

Hiram  W.  Sawyer,  Hartford,  G.  M. 
Jno.  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee,  G.  Sec*y« 

Bro.  Duncan    McGregor    made  a   very    concise,  but  instructive 
Report  on  Correspondence,  giving  Alabama  for  1893  due  notice. 


WYOMING — 19TH  Annual,    December,   1893. 


In  consequence  of  death  and  illness  in  the  family  of  the  M.*.  W.*. 
Grand  Master  John  C.  Davis,  R.  .  W.'.  Bro.  Ed  F.  Stable,  D.'.  G.'. 
M.'.,  presided.  Grand  Master  Davis,  however,  sent  forward  his  Ad- 
dress, and  in  it  we  find  he  speaks  of  the  Craft  as  follows: 

**It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  although  we  have  passed 
through  a  money  stringencv,  nearly  unparalled  in  the  world's  his- 
tory, all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  this  Grand  Junsdiction  are,  gen- 
erally speaking,  on  a  good,  sound  financial  basis  and  in  a  prosper- 
ous condition.'' 

He  issued  Dispensations  for  two  new  Lodges,  one  of  which  re- 
ceived a  Charter,  the  other  was  continued  U.  D. 

On  the  subject  of  Representatives,  in  view  of  their  uselessness,  he 
thinks  the  system  "should  be  abolished." 

There  are  14  Lodges,  882  active  Masons,  and  the  increase  was 
136. 

A  fair  balance  of  cash  is  shown  by  the  Treasurer. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Oklahoma  and  of  Victoria  were  duly 
recognized,  but  thought  it  well  to  await  the  settlement  of  differ- 
ences in  New  Zealand  before  acting. 

Ed  F.  Stable,  Cheyenne,  G.  M. 

Wm.  L.  King  Kendall,  Saratoga,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  I  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  who   knows  well    how  to  glean  all    that  js  worth 
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taking:  and  being:  shown  to  his  brethren.  In  it  he  expresses  his 
readiness  *'at  all  times  to  g:ive  in  our  adhesion  to  anything  proposed 
that  will  benefit  our  Fraternity,  whether  it  be  old  or  new."  He 
might  properly  have  added:  And  not  inconsistent  with  the  principles 
of  the  Order. 

He  is  no  admirer  of  the  old  P.  M.  degree  as  a  prerequisite  to  the 
installation  of  Master. 

He  agrees  with  Alabama,  that  the  physicial  qualification  abr.o- 
lutely  necessary  should  be  that  the  candidate  is  *'able  to  perform 
the  work  required  in  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry." 

He  thinks,  and  we  agree  with  him,  that  the  names  of  rejected 
candidates  should  not  be  published  with  the  Proceedings.  We 
agree  with  him  that  any  of  the  old  Regulations  itre  liable  to  be 
changed  by  proper  authority,  but  until  such  change  is  made,  and 
specifically  made,  we  hold  that  they  are  still  binding.  But — 
we  must  leave  this  interesting  summary. 

MASONIC  CONGRESS. 

We  have  also  received  with  the  compliments  of  our  Grand  Seer  e 
tary,  H .  C.  Armstrong,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Congress  held  at 
Chicago  on  the  14th  and  17th  of  August,  1898.  This  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  suggestion  emanating  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken- 
tucky and  approved  of  by  very  many  of  the  Grand  lodges  of  this  con- 
tinent. Ample  and  admirable  provision  was  made  for  it  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois,  and  its  deliberations  appear  to  have  been  cau- 
tious and  the  subjects  carefully  considered.  It  was  an  assemblage 
of  many  of  the  most  profound  members  of  the  Craft  and  was  pre- 
sided over  by  M.'.  W.".  Grand  Master,  Monroe  C.  Crawford,  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois.  The  conclusions  of  such  a  body  of  Masons 
deserve  profound  respect  and  should  meet  with  due  consideration. 

There  are  two  papers  deserving  of  careful  perusal  and  attention, 
one  by  Hro-  H.  B.  Grant,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  Landmarks  of  Masonry, 
and  the  other  by  Bro.  W  R.  Bowen,  of  Nebraska.  This  latter  gives 
a  somewhat  new  view,  but  perhaps  the  correct  one,  of  the  force  and 
extent  of  one's  own  free  will  and  accord.  We  cannot  give  these, 
iind  with  this  allusion  proceed  to  give  the  several  conclusions  on  the 
sever.'il  topics  considered  by  the  Congress. 

1.  Grand  Lodge  Sovereignty. — The  conclusion  of  the  Congress 
is,  that  a  Grand  Lodge  dulv  organized  in  a  State  or  other  antono- 
nious  territory,  is  rightfully  possessed  of  absolute  Masonic  sover- 
eignty therein. 
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2.  A  Plea  for  Improved  Proceedinj^.— The  conclusion  of  the 
Congress  is,  that  the  formation  of  Masonic  libraries  should  be  en- 
couraged and  fostered;  and  inasmuch  as  the  published  Proceed- 
ings o^  our  Grand  Lodges  and  other  Masonic  bodies  do  and  ever 
will  constitute  the  larger  part  of  such  libraries,  greater  care  and 
more  pains  should  be  bestowed  upon  the  preparation  and  publica- 
tion of  such  Proceedings,  to  the  end  that  they  may  have  greater 
value  in  every  Masonic  collection,  and  that  there  should  be  a  freer 
and  more  generous  distribution  of  Proceedings  among  the  brethren, 
to  the  end  that  Masonic  light  may  be  more  generally  diffused. 

3.  Grand  Representatives. — It  is  the  conclusion  of  the  Congress, 
that  under  the  changed  condition  of  selecting  Grand  Representa- 
tives, too  little  time  has  elapsed  to  give  opportunity  for  definite 
judgment  as  to  the  usefulue>^s  of  the  system,  and  it  should  there- 
fore be  continued. 

4  The  Prerogatives  of  Grand  Master. — It  is  the  conclusion  of  the 
Congress  that  the  dispensine  power  recognized  by  the  Old  Regula- 
tions as  residing  in  the  person  and  office  of  Grand  Master  has  been 
so  generally  exercised  by  that  officer  from  the  organization  of  Ma- 
sonry on  the  Grand  Lodge  system  down  to  the  present  time,  that 
its  existence  cannot  be  successfully  denied,  but  that  there  are  no  dis- 
pensing powers  so  residing  that  ma\  not  be  limited,  or  wholly  denied 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  save  such  as  inhere  in  that  office  under  the 
sanctions  of  the  Ancient  Landmarks. 

5.  The  Ancient  Landmarks. — The  conclusion  of  the  Congress  that 
the  Ancient  Landmarks  are  those  fundamental  principles  which 
characterize  Masonry  as  defined  by  the  charges  of  a  Freemason, 
and  without  which  the  institution  cannot  be  identified  as  Masonry, 
combined  with  the  essentials  of  the  unwritten  language  by  which 
brethren  distinguish  each  other  as  Masons. 

6     The  Creed  of  a  Mason. — An  unequivocal  belief  and  trust  in 
God  is  the  fundamental  principles  upon   which    the    institution    of 
Freemasonry  was  founded  and  must  forever  rest. 

7.  Appeals  for  Aid. — The  conclusion  of  the  Congress  is  that 
worthy  Masons  are  entitled  to  relief  from  brethren  and  Lodges 
wheresoever  they  may  be  found  in  need  of  reli<  f,  and  that  the 
brethren  or  Lodges  granting  such  aid  are  not  entitled  to  demand 
reimbursement  from  the  Lodges  in  which  they  hold  their  member- 
ship, but  when  a  member  of  one  Lodge  is  relieved  by  another,  and 
the  financial  situation  of  his  Lodge  is  such  as  to  permit,  common 
courtesy  and  duty  alike  demand  that  it  should  reimburse  a  poorer 
Lodge  relieving  its  members.     Written  or  printed  appeals  for  aid, 
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which  do  not  secure  the  indorsement  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
jurisdiction  from  which  they  emanate,  should  be  discountenanced. 

S.  Non-affiliates. — The  conclusion  of  the  Cong:ress  is  that  every 
Mason  oug^ht  lo  be  a  member  of  some  regular  Lodj^e,  attend  its 
meetings,  and  share  its  burdens. 

iK  Physical  Qualifications.— It  is  the  conclusion  of  the  Congress 
that  absolute  competency  to  confoim  literally  to  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  ceremonies  of  the  several  degrets  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry  fulfills  the  requirement  of  physical  perfection  in  a  candi- 
date for  the  privileges  of  Masonry  asset  forth  in  the  Ancient  charges. 

10.  Inspection  of  Lodge  Charters. — It  is  the  conclusion  of  the  Con- 
gress that  a  visitor  to  a  Lodge  has  no  right  to  demand  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  Lodge  Chapter. 

'  My  task  is  done    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

And  what  is  writ  is  writ. 
Would  it  were  worthier!    But  I  am  not  now 

That  which  I  have  been — and  my  visions  flit 
Less  palpably  before  me— and  the  glow. 

Which  in  my  spirit  dwelt,  is  fluttering,  faint  and  low." 

Fraternally  submitted, 

P.  J.  PiLLANS, 

Committee. 
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NAMES  AND  NUMBERS  OP  LODGES.     . 

With  the  number  of  Members,  amount  of  Dues  paid  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  number  of  those  Entered,  Passed,  Raised,  Affili- 
ated, Rejected  and  Oimitted,  since  last  return. 
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BACK  DUES  RECEIVED. 


84  Brophotic  Lodge $14  00 

105  Shiloh  "      14  00 

111  Sylvan  **      7  50 

112  Dean  " 11  00 

116  DeKalb  "      6  60 

212  Putoam         "      6  60 

.{04  Winfield       **      11  60 

32t)  Madison  Station  Lodge 8  00 

359  Scottsboro  Lodge 12  00 

36*5  Cotaoo  "      7  00 

:i68  Piedmont     "      15  00 

39S  Hartselle       '*      12  00 

409  Pondtown     "      21  60 

415  OakLeyel     "      18  00 

419  Hilton  "      14  00 

428  Belgreen       ** 6  50 

449  Bankhead     •*      \.    5  60 

4(J4  Haleysviile  "      11  60 

480  EaftLake     '*      16  00 

490  Mahan  "      6  00 

501  Delmar  **      * 8  00 

$283  00 
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SUSPENDED    FOR   NON-PAYMENT    OF    DUES. 


Helion,  No.  1.— Frederick  Wolff,  R  C.  Rennie,  Wm.  D.  Min»urn. 
Alabama,  No.  3. — Theophiius    W    iSi-irsh^U,  John    Tha  ae*,  Andrew  T. 

Holt. 
Rising  Virtue,  No.  4. — Wm.  W.  Herring,  Wm.  A.  Inland,  Wiley  Thomp 

son,  Melton  M>ses. 
Moulton,  No  6  — Orson  D.  Gibson. 
Macon,  Nu.   7. — James  C.  Puph,  Robert  C.  H*ard,    Simon  T.  Woodard* 

James  W.  L  McVoy. 
Farrar,  No  8  — Birt  H.  White. 
Oilead,  No.  9  — Grovs  A.  Turner,  W.  Heury  Card  r 
Royal  White  Heart,  No.   10.— Hart   Collins,  Seh   Mabry,  E    T.  Norton, 

Sam'l  H.  Solomon. 
Montgomery,  No.  11. — John  M.  Kels'^n,  Ab'-a^'ani  Marx. 
Florence,   No   14 — Emanuel    S.Gregory,  L'juis  0.    Hudson,  Young   T 

Garrett,  Charles  T.  Anderson,  Jesse  W.  Brooke. 
Athens,  No.  16  — James  E.  Blair,  John  G.  Sixon,  Charles  B  Hayes.  Jno. 

T.  Tnrrentine. 
LaFayette,  No  2G  — Jeff«)son  D.  Griffin,  S  Price  Tucker. 
Selma  Fraternal.  No.  27. — James  M.    Brad  hnw,  Edward  Elkan,  Henry 

Hatban,  LiOuisB.  Joseph,  James  Lauderdale,  Charles  L. 

Petriken,  Conklin  Sha^sfer,  Wdlti  i  L    Sink,  Joseph  W. 

Stillwell,  William  Wilby. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29  —Columbus  C.  Harris,    Wm   W.  Littlejohn,  Wm.  H. 

Austin,    Edward    J.  Oden,  Henry    L.    Jordan,    Nathan 

Marion. 
Mobile,  No.  40  — Wm.  J.  McGuire.  Robert  L  Yuille. 
Livingston,  No.  41. — E.  W,  Hooks. 
Hiram,  No.  42  —Will  B.  Hammond. 
Gaston,  No.  44. — Solomon  C.  Adams. 
Harmony,    No.    46. — Wm.  A.    Stokes,  Nathaniel    H.  Miller,    Chaancey 

Rhodes,  Philip  Bernstein,  Edward  Stow,  Frank  D.  Saun- 
ders,   John  T.    Barnes,  William   C.   Swanson,  Henry  R 

Shorter. 
New  Market,  No.    52. — Alfred  O.   Williamson,  Albert  G.  Johnson,  John 

Orman,  F.  J.  Campbell. 
Mount  Moriah,  No.  55. — John  J.  Ball. 
Troy,  No.   56. — Charles   Goldenburg,  Eli    M.  Henderson,  James  L.  Lee, 

Benjamin  C  Stanley,  Stephen  L.  Smith. 
St.  John,  No.  62.— William  H.  Thomas. 
C.  T.  Whitt,  No.  65.— William  T.  Jones. 
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Howard,  No.  G9. — William  C.  Oaynor,  Thomas  B.  Jones,  Charles  Spies. 

Central,  No.  70.— Wiley  J.  Rhodes,  John  T.  Wilson,  George  W.  Moreland, 

Ralf  Davis,  French  N.  Moreland,  David  H.  Hudgens.    • 

Tohopeka,  No.  71  —John  A.Terrell,  Charles  Henderson,  Hiram  M.  Wil- 
son, Joseph  M.  Wilson. 

Solomon,  No.  74. — John  G.  Dean. 

Cokerville,  No.  75.— John  G.  Vicks. 

Friendship,  No  83.— D.  E.  James,  John  H.  Lea. 

Practville,  89  —James  C.  Burns. 

Sawyer,  No.  i«3  —David  A.  Perry  man,  Robert  A.  Boyd. 

DanvUle,    No.   95  —Taylor  McMilon,    Robert    W.    Barnes,  Charles  W. 

Speak. 

Hartwell,    No.    101.— Frank  P.  Culver,   James   McKibbin,    Joseph    D. 

Smith. 

Good  Samaritan,  No.  104.— Terrell  Colby,  George  Knight,  Hall  Mcin- 
tosh, Charles  Boon,  Levi  Moore,  Alonzo  Jennings,  Elisha 
Phillips. 

Shiloh,  No.  I05.-John  A.  Kimbrough,  William  Pritchard,  Sims  Strick- 
land, George  McHaney,  Cad  Norwood,  J.  Warren  Mor- 
gan. 

Notaaulga.  No.  119.— G.  W.  Edwards,  J.  P.  Morgan,  Robert  M.  Haye. 

Havana,  No.  123.— I-ievi  J.  Terry,  George  T.  Wilburn,  John   A.  Johnson. 

lloanoke,  No.  132.— C  M.  Prescott,  W.  H.  Bass. 

Columbia,  No.  135.— Nathan  J.  Oakley,  William  T.  Cureton,  William  M 

Willis. 

Kockford,    No.  137.— Robert  Massey,  James   M.    Counaway,    John   A. 

Smith. 

Burleson,  No.  143.— John  B.  Hardin,   James  M.  Thorn,  Edward   Tiffin, 

Robert  Bullin.  Marimbn  J.  Thorn,  Rrbert  W.  Nelson. 

Fraternity,  No.  145.— James  R.   Burwick,   John  W.  Huie,  C.  C.  Hughes* 

William  F.  Chamblee. 

Bladon  Springs,  No.  151.— William   H.  Boswell,  Alexander  H.  Chestnut, 

William  J.  Jones,  Henry  Lassiter. 

Nixburgh,  No.  154.— Milus  Meadow. 

Fayetteville  Authentic,   No.  163.— David    R.   Scarbrough,  Benjamin  R. 

Scarbrough,  John  H.  Scarbrough. 

Mount  Hope,  No.  ir>8.— Nicholas  Michel. 

Fellowship,  No.  172  —Frank  M.  Vailes. 

Andrew   Jackson,    No.  173.— James   B.  Erwin,  E.  R.  Holt,  Solomon  A. 

MoMis,  Joseph  W.  Powell,  Frank  G.  Taylor. 

De  Soto vi He,  No.  178.— David  Lynch. 

Cataula,  No.  186.— Henry  W.  Box,  John  F.  Greene. 

Hojiewell,  No.  193— Andrew  L.  Barnette. 

Caledonia,  No.  198.— Bethel  L.  Cobani,  John  Crosby. 
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Kiligee,  No.  199.— Jackson  J.  Garrett,  William  H.  LnmpkiD,  John  H. 

Taylor,  William  W.  Dillard. 

Sylacaaga,    No.  200.— J.   H.   Candle,  Francis   D.    Fulmer,   Charles  A. 

Walker. 

Putnam,  212.— Allen  G.   Osbnrn,  George  Forrester,  William  J.  George, 

Hiram  Gibson. 

Carroll  ton,  No.  214  — Hicks  Bee  Chappelle,  Jr. 

8ani  Dixson,    No.  218.— James   P.  Haney,  Albert  G.    Ledbetter,   Joseph 

Tncker,  R.  R.  Bomar. 

Newton,  No.    224. — Gordon    L.    Hallford,  John  E.  Reynolds,    Henry  L. 

Naramore. 

Looisville,  No.  226. — James  M.  Hobdy. 

Dallas,  No.  228.— N.  B.  Graham,  Raimond    W.  Ellis,  William  R.  Strong, 

William  Glasgo. 

Sepulga,  No.  2»3.— William  Benson,  Henry  C.  Parker. 

^Chuisden,   No.    236.— Gilmore    A.    Alelrson,    Mathew    C.   Cox,   Robert 

George,  John  P.  McDuffle,  Robert  £.  Randall,  James  B. 
Rutherford,  James  W.  Randall,  James  A.  Tallman,  Mil- 
ton R.  Wright,  James  E.  Whaley. 

Ramer,  No.  243. — Simeon  J.  Courtney,  George  G.  Long,  Oliyer  C.  Rush- 
ton,  William  F.  Niblett,  Vf^illiam  A.  Malloy,  W.  H 
Urquhart. 

Dawson,  No.    244. — J.  J.  Hughes,   James  B.  Hughes,  Thomas  H.   Brook, 

Henry  V.  Johnson,  Joseph  R.  Stallings,  Thomas  Applin, 
John  W.  Williamson. 

John  Payne,  No.  245. — William  Graham. 

Harrison,  No  246 —William  O.  Carter,  John  L.  Bledsoe,  John  C.  New- 
man. 

Amand,  No,  250. — James  S.  Jones. 

Nortbport,  No.  252.— William  S.  Betts,  William  R.  Hughes. 

Quitman,  No.  254.— Henry  H.  Shell,  Clinton  L.  Fail. 

Gaylesviile,  No.    256.— Andrew    J.  Callans,  William  C.   Hill,  Thomas  B. 

Miller,  John  Moseley,  Jam^  A.  Taylor. 

Talladegs,  No.  261.— A.   W.  Huston,    L.  R.  Harberger,   James  E  Miles, 

Perry  F.  Smith,  W.  R.  Golden,  George  Cramer,  F.  M. 
Howell,  A.  J.  Lee,  Middleton  Hudgins,  Samuel  D. 
Kyser,  Henry  M.  Burt,  W.  F.  Thetford,  John  T.  Rice, 
John  F.  Warwick,  C,  W.  Geurhart,  W .  V.  Harrill,  Jacob 
Cohen,  Louis  Shofich,  M  H.  Rosen. 

Walnut  Grove,  No.  264.— William  J.   Elrod,  L.  H.    Phillips,    James  W. 

Dorsey,  James  Morton,  Hugh  Smith,  John  8.  Brasseal, 
Marcus  L.  Ferguson,  J.  H.  McLeskey,  James  Barns. 

Meridian,  No.  265  —Charles  N.  Crick. 

Forest  Home,  No.  270. — John  B.  Lewis. 

Frankfort,  No.  275.— Thomas  B.  Mills,  Jamee  M.  Ricard. 
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Ballock,  No.  276.— Noah  H.  Smith,  Charles  Hughes. 

Larkinsville,  No.  277  —William  B.  Smith. 

Northern.  No.  278.— James  R.  Edmonds,  Walter  O.  Carpenter. 

Springville,  No.  280 — Thomas  D.  Bradford,  M«rtin   V.  Allison,   Francis 

M.    Buttram.  Allen  Reavi*,    SamiielJ.    Gay,    James  J. 
Glenn,  John  G.  S  Hooper,  A.  Capshaw. 

Charles  Baskerville.  No.  281.— John  W.  Brown. 

Georgians,  No.  285.— Pitt  M  Smith,  Travis M.  Black. 

Walker,  No.  286— Beden  Sitton,  William   Canon,    John  W.   Davidson, 

Henry  Sanders. 

Norris.  No.  301. — A.  G.  Fillingen,  James  D.  Jones. 

Winfield,  No.  304.— Nicholas  Dyer,  James  L.  L«?ee,  James  W.   White,  T. 

M.  Walker. 

Central  Ci*y,  No.  306.— George  W.  C/Owan,  Gaston  F.  Bobbins. 

Ploatant  Hill,  No.  321.— P.  W.  Steadham.  James  W.  Greene,  R.  S.  Bot- 
toms, Barton  l/oveless,  M.  Burleson,  W.  R.  Pattersoni 
Abner  W.  Green,  Peter  Duboise. 

Holly  Grove,  No.  323 —John  W.  Ducket,  Benjamin  B.  Toney. 

Charity.  No.  331.— Henry  Burk,  Henry  C.  Fancher. 

Oliver,  334.— William  D.Johnson. 

Hamilton,  No.  344.— William  F.  Clark,  Mills  O.  Young. 

Bienville,  No  348.— Robert  W.  Sizer. 

Ozark,  No.    349— William    F.  Cox,  Benjamin  S.    Brown,    Elnathan    F. 

Davis,  R.  B.  Rush  ton,  Daniel  Mabry,  John  W.  Harris. 

WilHon  Williams,  No.  351  —  W.  H.  Hooks,  Thomas  J.  Jones,  John  Jack- 
son, W.  H.  Jones.  J.imes  L  Jones.  William  R.  Key. 

Rook  Mills,  No.  353 —Martin  V.  Hudson.  Fountain  P  Randle,  Elias   G. 

Breed,  Francis  M.  Bovd,  D.  J.  White,  Francis    M.  Pitts, 
J.  W.  Bonner,  John  L.  Bradshaw,    K.   Head  McCIendon. 

iieaton,  No  Ii54. — H.  J.  Johnson.  George  W.  French,  Harvey  R.  John- 
son, Sidney  L.  Williams,  John  H.  Denis,  John  A.  Still- 
well,  John  Z.  Rigsby.  George  W.  Hall.  William  J. 
Stewart,  Wij||am  M.  Stillwell.  Wm.  A.  McI.«od. 

Hcottsiboro,  No.  3on.— Thomas   B.    Parks,  Thomas   J.    Hollis,    Daniel   J. 

Durham. 

(.'otaco.  No  3r)6. — William  A.  Lamar,  Jerry  Tipton,  Simon  Craige,  James 

A.  McClure. 

Athelstan,  No.  .360. — Wm.  H.  Ix)ng,  Thomas  J.  Savage,  Jjeelan  L.  Scran- 
ton,  Thomiis  O.  Stone,  Gideon  (J   Westcot. 

(inliad  No.  370.— Samue!  H.  Key,  P.  J.  Dosher,  Jones  T.    Haney,    Clem 

Harris,  John  Golacher. 

llupiiellville,  No.  371. — Ambrose  D.  McCord,  Alfred  W.  DeVancy,  John 

W.  IJgon.  John  C.  Harris,  David  W.  Stansill. 

Lake  City,  No.  377— Alexander  MrSwain,  Bevel  J.  Spivey. 

Hubert  K.  Lee,  No.  379.—  James  I.  Bizzell. 
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Aitalla,  No.  383.— Ezekiel  Goncb,  H.  O.  Baldwin.  Renben  D.  Crump. 
Birmingham  Fraternal.  No.  384  —V.  8.    Crow,    J.    W.    Harman,   H.  8. 

Jones,  Benjamin  T.  Moore.  J.  T.  McKnight,  J.  W.  Rogers, 

W.  S.  Smitb,  J.  A.  Storrey,  L.  B.  Bruce,  H.  W.  Beasley, 

J.  E.  Ellis,  J.  W.  Jay,  Walter  Moore,  J.  B.  McKie,  C.  M- 

Parrish,  P.  M.  Vance. 
Newbnrgh,  No.  388.— John  Askew,  Thomas  E.  Fare,  Joseph  H.  Allen. 
Hickory  Flat,  No.  392.— Nathan  E.  Baker,  James  H.  Hines,  John  W. 

Cohron. 
Valley  Head,  No.  394.— Robert  M.  Sto^y. 

Falkville,  No.  396— John  W.  Patterson,  John  W.  8ults,  G.  W.  Peck. 
Black  Oak,  No.  397  —Samuel  J.  Ford. 
Hartselle,  No.  398— William  B  Woodall.  George  W.  Vest. 
Hanceville,  No  400.— William  Con^nt,  T.  J.  Gamble,  A.  J.  Gamble. 
Doric,  No.  406. — C.  H.  Ferguson,  Lovett  H.  Godwin,  David  W.  Langley. 
Pondtown,  No.  409.— Edmond  D.  Whidden.  Jesse  G.  Blount,  James    M. 

Davis. 
Helena,  No.  410.— Archibald  C.  Wilson,  William  M.  Shelton,  Warren  G. 

Lea,  Charles  A.  Milslead,  William  L.  Pledger. 
Amberson,  No.  412 — William  H.  Jones,  John  C  Barnes. 
Oak  Level.  No.    415.— William    A  Cheatwood,  W.  F.  Sanford,   John  J. 

A  U  zander. 
George  Smith,  No.  417. — James  M.  Hyshe.  James  M  Snow,  Isham  Pres- 

cott,  William  H.  Batson,  Austin  White. 
Hilton,  No.  419  —George  W.  Powell. 
Cullman  Fraternal,   No.  421. — David  H.    Alvis,  Hiram  Adkins,  Judson 

W.    Austin,  Joseph    B.  Dagnel,  John  Biser,  James  K.  P. 
•   Byrnm,  Daniel  M.  Gilmon,  George  W.  Hancock.  Reason 

T.    Moore,    David    C.  Minor,  John    W.  Norton,  John  C. 

Roberta,  Benjamin  8.  Swan. 
Clan  ton,  No.  423. — ^James  A.  Dndley. 
Temple,  No.   425.— James  8.    Mauley,  Duncan    McKeller,   Nathaniel  T. 

Green. 
Milo  Abercrombie,  No.  429.— Perry  D.  Waldrop. 
Albertville,  No.  430  —John  T.  Applewhite,  A.  N.  Haley,  John  H.  Haley, 

J'-thn  Miller,  James  T.  Maddarra. 
Steel's  Station.  No.  432  —Andrew  T.  Smith. 
Branch vi lie,  No.  433.— Wesley  T.  Veasy,  William  W.   Wylde,  James  C. 

Stone. 
Andalusia,  No.  434  —Reuben  Hart. 
Fort  Payne,    No.  437.— James    A    Boa*;ner,    John  B  Smith,  Merritt  D. 

Fuller,  Charles  M.  Hodges,  George  B.  Rassell. 
Anniston.  No.  443.— W.   D.  Burcb,  R.    F.    Carter,  W.  M.  Chiso^m,  E.  E, 

Frizzell,  W.  D.  Hays.  W.  P.  Jewell,  Mark  Lively,  R.  H, 

Martin,  William  F.  Teate,T.  B.  Willis,  H.  A.  Webb. 
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Taylor,  No.  447.~-Arthar  Mathis,  John  W.  '.McLendon,  John  J.  Collina, 

Joab  Davison. 
Coalburg,  No.  448  —Charles  D.  Bennet,  John  B.  Downs,  John  T.  Sellers, 

Huflrb  Scott. 
Florida,  No.  450  —Lee  K.  Duke,  Theron  S.  Teer. 
Seale,  No.  451.— 8.  H.  Bush,  John  M.  Caldwell,  Lake  C.  Cooper,  William 

N.  Oill,  Bnch   M.  Heam,  Frank   L.  Nisbet,  Samael  R. 

Pitts,  Frank  P.  Pitts,  William  M.  Vann. 
Lee,  No.  464 —J.  M.  Wood. 
Beulah,  No.  455.— William  L.  Godwin,  George  B.   Wood,  J.  B.  Milner, 

William  J.  Yarbrongh. 
Bam  Thompson,  No.  456.-- Thomas   Roddy,    George  W.   James,    A.  L. 

Sharit,  Henry  Simpson,  William  Walford. 
Harris,  No  457  —Thomas  C.  Carrol,  Thomas  Philips. 
Bessemer,  No.  458  —George  W.  Seay,  A.  Wade. 
Addison,  No.  463.— Dillard  Blivins. 
Dothan,  No.  466.— John  W.  Smith. 
Enterprise,  No.  469  —Robert  W.  M^nck,  John  R.  Dailey. 
Mt.  Willing,  No.  471.— William  H.  Taylor. 
Stanton,  No.  473 —William  T.  Qnillin. 

Blocton,  No.  474.— J.  W.  Stamps,  J.  M.  Turner,  Robert  L.  Rodgers,  Wil- 
liam H.  Cumersford. 
Guin,  No.  478.— Charles  M.  Weeks. 
Locust  Fork,  No.  481.— Byrd  S.  Medill,  Francis  Tidwell,  James  M.  Hafi- 

stutter. 
Millport,  No  482.— W.  D.  McKee,  L.  D.  Randolph,  Robert  Elmore. 
Round  Mountain,  No.  487.— Melton  Fowler,  David  Brunson. 
Mahan,  No.  490.— Griffin  Callahan. 
New  Decatur,  No.  491. — Orlando  Coleman,  William  R.  Baugh,  James  C. 

Allen,  Marcus  F.  Ritch,  Henry  J.  Baker. 
Asbford,  No.  493.— Benjamin  F.  Sapp,  Elbert  £.  Rabome. 
Mt.  Pinson,  No.  495.— E  M.  Glenn,  Thomas  Johnson,  William  Johnson, 

Thomas  Booker. 
Bay  Minette,  No.  498.— Robert  B.  Irwin,  Charles  H.  Hall. 
Caldwell,  No   502.— M.   8.    Stevens,    Coke    Weir,  M.  McEachen,  E.  E. 

Stricklin. 
Sheffield,  No.  503. -Samuel  Patrick,  David  R.  Taggart,  Thomas  L.  Betts, 

William  J.  Casey,   Walter  S.   White,  John  U.  Moore, 

David  8.  Morgan,  Thaddeus  C.  Morris. 
Irondale,  No.  506— Ben  F.  Word,  John  A.  Vance,  William  R.  Wise,  Ben 

F.  Fluce,  Ed  E.  Com p ton,  Joseph  Beyle,  R.  B.  Hamby, 

L.  C.  Pool. 
Brook  wood,  No.  509.— J.  F.  Price. 

Johns,  No.  511— Charles  J.  Kelley,  James  Sampson,  John  Stirling. 
Cunningham,  No.  512.^John  Dykes. 
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Morrow,  No.  518.— William  F.  Ballinger,  Jobn  T.  DeArmond,  James  A. 

D088. 
Hewitt,  No.  510.— Stephen  W.  Downs. 
Charlton,  No.  628  —Robert  A.  Brown. 
Myles  J.  Greene,  No.  530.— Jesse  B.  Hawes,  J.  W.  Peteet,  Neely  F.  Jones. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


Gilead  No.  A.— JessA  B.  Wallace. 

Columbia  No.  135.— McKav    Alford,    A.   H.    McNealf,   W.  T.   Maand, 

Fr«?eman  Elliott. 
Sara  Dixon  No.  218  — Wm.  A.  Cobb,  Hoaston  L.  Davis. 
Tpn^aw  No.  221.— James  P.  Carter. 

Gadfden  No  236.— Thomas  NT.  Anderson,  Marcus  L.  Hicks. 
Sedd>n  No.  247.— Henry  O.  Crump. 
Pea  River  No.  271.— William  J.  Horn. 
Larkinsville  No.  277. — James  £.  Perkerson. 
Walker  No.  286.— John  W.  Lowery. 
Holly  Grove  No.  323. — James  SwatTord. 
Wilson  Williams  No.  351— E.  J.  Matthews 
Athelstan  No.  369. — George  8.  Moore. 
Ilartselle  No.  308. — James  A.   Brown. 
Green  Hill  No.  402— Benjamin  F    Forsythe. 
Doric  No  406.— William  M.  Carroll. 
Oak  Level  No.  415. — Williano  E.  Jjaminack. 
Fort  Pavne  437.— Thomas  Holt. 

Headland  No.  438  — Joseph  Baker,  Jr.,  Alexander  Ham. 
Harris  No.  457  — Byrd  Roberts,  Pinknfy  R.  Parsons, 
lien f roe  No  477.— Erneht  K.  Gbisolm. 
Kast  Lake  No.  480.— Robert  B.  Ustic,  of  Hewitt  No.  619. 
Locust  Fork  No.  481.— Byrd  Medill. 
Cleveland  No.  499  —Allen  B   Roberts. 
Midland  City  No.  504  —James  M.    Gilley,    James    E.    Peters,    Joaeph 

Goocher. 
Irondale  No  506. — James  A.  McCain. 

East  Bend  No.  5l7.— John  F.  Hitt. 
Hewitt  No.  519.— Edward  A.  Paschall. 
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REJECTED. 


Montfforaery  No.  11 — J.  T.  TiUdlow,  H.  C.  Oopeland. 

Ck)urttand  No.  37— Andrew  J  Morris,  Jr. 

Greening  No.  53— Henry  E.  Shaver. 

Troy  No  56— John  W.  Hailan,  Wm.  £.  McEachem. 

Prattville  No.  89— Levi  Patterson. 

Hartwell  No.  101— Abner  N.  Hill. 

Geneva  No.  129— Marcellas  E.  Milligan. 

Roanoke  No.  132— Char'es  E.  Taylor. 

Columbia  No.  135— W.  H.  Bell. 

Elba  No.  170— William  G.  Young. 

Gataula  No.  18(5 — Robert  M.  Freeman. 

Alexandria  No.  208 — George  A.  Price. 

Carrollto'i  No.  214— Henry  P.  Funderburk. 

Newton  No.  224— W.  E.  Dunn. 

Gadbden  No.  23(3 — James  8.  McComniHck 

Seddon  No  247 — James  D.  L'geon,  Zackia  Hazlewood. 

Pea  River  No.  271 — Thomas  Jackson,  Smith  Horn. 

Charles  Baskerville  No.  281— D.  W.  Bouley. 

Gillespie  No.  290— Mirajah  H.  Miller. 

WinfieldNo  3(H-Samuel  M.  Perkins. 

Charity  No.  331 — George  W.  Freeman. 

Oliver  No.  334— James  Keid. 

Echo  No.  345— James  D.  Preston,  Jpmes  W.    Anderson,    Amos   Chancy, 

JonHthiin  W.  Tetoe. 
Ozark  No.  349-W.    W.   Kirkland,     W.  O.    Gririth.    Bascom  Dowling, 

M.  Sallie. 
Ashland  No.  356— Martin  W.  Whatley. 
Chester  No.  36:i— Wm.  R.  Dfan. 
Athels^an  No.  369— Albert  8.  Towle. 

Birmingham  Frnternal  No  384— Robert  Warnock,  G.  B.  Burkhalter. 
Valley  Head  Nn.  394— A.  D.  Blansit. 

Pondtown  No.  4«K)— John  P.  Cox.  John  Y.  White,  John  J.  Elmore. 
Clanton  No.  423 — A.  C.  Wells,  James  M.  Davis,  James F.  McKee,  Glaucus 

A.  Moore. 
Ware  No.  435— Ben   F.  Osborne. 
Headland  No.  438 — James  L.  Posey. 
Leeds  No.  446 — Jones  R.  Stewart. 
Bankhead  No.  449— Geo.  R.  Fuller. 

Florida  No  450— Benj   F   Phillips,  Geo.  F.Perkins,   Walter   E.   Winn. 
Hardy  Howie  No.  459— William  C.  Gregg. 
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King  Solomon  No.  460— Loais  Gelders,  James  A.  Wiggs,  Francis  C.  Bit* 

ting,  Charles  H.  Smith. 
Day's  Gap  No.  465-^ohn  L.  Woodson. 
Dotban  No.  466— John  H.  Jones. 
Deatsville  No.  476— John  B.  Tatnm. 
AyoDdale  No.  476— William  T.  Houser. 

Davi^  Fraternal  No.  488— John  H.  Lollar,  William  D.  MoCftrty. 
Lebanon  No.  484— H.  W.  Butler. 
New  Decatnr  No.  491— Charles  E.  Hoy. 
Bay  Minette  No.  498— Henry  A.  Ellison,  James  P.  Slocnm. 
Del  mar  No.  501— Benjamin  F.  Shank,  Benjamin  F.  Berry. 
Brook  wood  No.  509— Thomas  K.  Harrison. 
Johns  No.  511— Gilbert  Foster,  John  Pickett,  Thos.  O.  Smith. 
Cunningham  No.  512— David  H.  Sarvet 
Cottonwood  No.  514— A.  B.  Sellers,  J.  P.  Smith. 
Windham  No.  524— John.  W.  Moore. 
Hackleburgh  No.  528— Geo.  W.  Rowe,  Wm.  E.  Cox. 
Charlton  No.  528— Daniel  Whitehead,  Geo.  W.  Shayer,  Asa  Allan,  R.  O. 

Jackson. 
Brown's  X  Roads  No.  529-John  C .  Ward. 
Whitfield  No.  538— Donglas  Jenkins. 
Spring  Hill  No  536— Elijah  Fortune. 
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EXPELLED. 


Washington,  No.  36.— Hinton  E.  Carr. 
Geneva,  No.  129.— Joseph  B.  Peacock. 
Penick,  No.  161.— B.  H.  Vickers. 
Marshall,  No.  209.— John  A.  Sanders. 
Mt.  Carmel,  No.  223.— Beverly  G.  Pool. 
Dallas,  No.  228.— Thomas  H.  Shackelford. 
John  Payne,  No.  245.— Wm.  L.  Doncan. 
Erwin,  No.  257.— Frank  Steward. 
Shortersville,  No.  422.— Wm.  H.  Calhoun. 
Headland,  No.  438.— James  W.  Danaway. 
Anniston,  No^  443.— John  H.  Foxhall. 
Bankhead.  No.  449.— Silas  M.  Hosmer. 
Stanton,  No.  473.— John  Lodge. 
Ashford,  No.  493.— Kindred  Knight. 
Bremen,  No.  496.— Jonathan  B.  Calvert. 
Irondale,  No.  506.— Richard  Arthar. 
Magnolia,  No.  516.— Wyatt  Hodges. 
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KE-INSTATED. 


Ilf^lion,  No.  1. — Win.  H.  Jarvi*. 

Rising  Virtue,  No.  4.— Andrew  Monroe. 

Moulron,  No.  6. — Samuel  0.  Alexander,  James  A.  Walker. 

Karrar.  No.  8  — Timoihy  T.  Thaxton. 

Koyal  White  Heart,  No.  10.— L.  Brown  Bush,  James  F.  Walker. 

MontKoniery,  No.  11. — David  B.  Bryant.  Henry  Lobman. 

Florence,  No.  14  — Henry  W.  8ainple,  Wm.  A.  Herman. 

Athens.  No.  16. — Wni.  R.  McWilliums,  David  H.  Moorman. 

St    Albans,  No.  22.— Walter  H.   Grant. 

(leo.  Washington,  No.  24.— G.  L.  Thomas. 

Rising  Sun,  No.  2J).— Jnlin  T.   Banks. 

Washington,  No.  3<3.— Wm.  H.  Gilliam,  James  Keller. 

Courtland,  No.  37.— Samuel    T.    Torcan,    Charles   C.    Swoope,    Joseph 

Wheeler. 
Amity,  No.  54.— W.  n.  Monroe,  Thos.  B.  MoKqoII,    Thos.    B.    Fitzpat- 

rick,  .lames  A.  McAlpine. 
Troy,  No   .V>  — John  M.  Wafson,  Thos.  W.  Chaffin,  MilzeyF.  Whaley. 
Tu«<keg«'e,  No.  57. — I-Awreiice  I..ewis. 
Benton,  No.  59  — R«»bert  B.  Hardy. 
Hampden  Sidney,  No.  07 — James  A.  Chambliss. 
Tohopeka,  No    71.— <■.  Mil  Caldwell. 
Widow's  Son,  N«».  72.— l.,ewi»H    Fitch. 
Solomon,  No    74  — Wm.  Hudson. 
('r(jzier,  No.  7«.— Robert  T.  Defencxj. 
Fri«MidMhip,  No.  83. — Henry  W.  Avery. 
Sawyt-r,  No    9.'J.— Wallace   W.    Dubson,    James    A.    Herrage,    John   T. 

Owens. 
Danville,  No   i»r>.— James  T.  Younj?,  Wm.  Terintine,    A.    I.    McMilon, 

riaiborne  AndfrHon,  (-rawley  Jones,   Wm.  G.  Nelson. 
HHrtwfl!.  No.  U)l.— Solomcm  H.  Bean,  David  F.  Shuford. 
Shi! oh.  No.  105.— Pauhis  K.  Daniel. 

Kort*si  Hill,  No.  110.— John  H.  Davis,  J.  Jackson  Barnett. 
Ih'iiu,  No.  112.— John  A.  Moore,  G.  R.  Boulwan. 
Toilt-eville,  No    122. — Joseph  R.  Cowan,  Tomer  B.  Jones. 
Ht-riidon,   No.  125  — James  Roades. 
Mijrtimer  Reeder.  No.  12«».— Wm.  M.  Hays. 
Geneva,  No.  12!>  — Tho*-.  M.  Day,  Daniel   VauKhan,    Solomon    Newton, 

Wm.  T.  Kirsh,  P'rancis  U.  Reynolds,  (Jodfrey  L.  Holly, 

Wm.  Cox,  John  T.  Bell,  James  M.  Terry,    P.  Cumbra. 
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Roanoke,  No.  132.— Wm.  V.  Taylor. 

Baldwin,  No.  142.— Free  M.  Cruet. 

Ro^rsville,  No.  147.— Zichariah  B.  Romine. 

Cold  Water,  No.  148.— Jacob  U.  Ray. 

Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173  —Joseph  Peacher,  Adkin  M.    Mosely,  Julias 

P.  Knabe. 
Clintonville,  No    188  —George  W.  Dismuke. 
Hopewell,  No.  193— Henry  R.  Hutchison. 
Sylacauga,  No.  200— George  W,  Hood. 
Sam  Dixon,  No.  218.— Norman  F.  Cabot 
Mt.  Carmel,  No.  223— Wm.  F.  Stough,  James  S.  Skinner. 
Louisville,  No.  225.— Thomas  C.  Green. 
James  Penn,  No.  227. — Richard  B.  Lingo. 
Duck  Springs,  No.  231.— Samuel  W.  Funderburg. 
Ramer,  No.  243.— John  S.  Howel,  Tristram  B.  Walter. 
John  Payne,  No   245  — Franklin  M.  Hammond. 
Seddoo,  No.  247.— John  M.  Ward. 

Northport,  No.  252  —Edward  I.  Hagler,  John  C.  Powell. 
Rose  Hill,  No.  253.— John  F.  Lowman. 
Pea  River,  No.  271.— John  Dyers,  Wm.  T.  Dyers. 
Frankfort,  No.  275.— John  F.  Taylor. 
Larkinsville,  No.  277— Claiborne  W.  Hunt. 

Clint,on.  No.  287.— Garland  W.  Cain,  James  H.  Cain,  Harmon  Stdckland 
Norris,  No.  301. — Elisha  Godwin,  Henry  H.  Brown. 
Winfield,  No.  304  —Isaac  Perry. 
Central  City,  No.  305.— Robt.  D.  Jackson. 
Holly  Grove,  No.  323.— James  H.  Cowan. 
Viola,  No.  324  — Alexander  D.  Bynum. 
Madison  Station,  No.  329.— James  P.  Ashford,  John  W.  Barton,   R.  P. 

Ennis. 
Johnson,  No.  337.— Tnos.  M.  Thorn. 
Hamilton,  No.  344  —Uriah  Wilson. 
Echo,  No.  345  — Z.  T.   Harrison,   Alexander  Outlaw,    Newton  Oatlaw, 

James  W.  Kelley,  S.  S.  Kiikland,  David  T.  Ard. 
Ozark,  No.  349. — John  H  Ho  veil,  Rosien  L.  Mathews. 
Wilson  Williams,  No.  351. — James  M.  Dunagan. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  353.— R.  J.  Breed. 
Van  Buren,  No.  355  — Geo''ge  M.  Watson. 
Scottsboro,  No.  359  —Charles  S.  Freeman,  A.  T.  Hays. 
Chester,  No.  363.— P.  O'Brien,  Isaiah  P.  Tidwell. 
Cotaco,  No.  366 — P.  A.  Barnard,  James  M.  Winfrey. 
Chandler,  No.  367.— Wm.  Hamilton,  John  J.  Burgess,   Wm.  K.  Owen, 

Alford  P.  Taylor,  John  R.  Motes. 
Goliad,  No.  370.— Ben  D.  Kelley,  Daniel  J.  Shaw,  Warren  Dutton. 
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Weoffufka,  No.  378  — R  B.  Dobson. 

Birmingham  Fraternal,  No.  384.— W.  C.  Bryant,  H.  B.  Wheelock,  I.  L. 

Lock  wood,  T.  J.  Jordan. 

Trinity,  No.  386.— Frank  M.  Davis. 

Green  Hill,  No.  402— Wm.  H.  Siuttft. 

Ohildereburg,  No.  403. — George  W.  Clements. 

Helena,  No.  410.— Rufas  H.  Walker. 

Clanton,  No.  423.— Orman  A.  Duke,  John  R.  Kemp,  I.   W.  Gullahom, 

James  M.  Bivings,  Joseph  8.  Johnson. 

Milo  Abercrombie,  No.  429. — Moses  Trimble. 

iSte*'i*8  Station,  No  432.— John  R.  Walker,  Henry  A.  Palmer. 

Forney,  No.  440 — Wm.  A.  McCord,  Stephen  A.  Garrett,  James  J.  Baker, 

Wm.  W.  Abernathy. 

Anniston,  No.  443. — James  R.  Barker,  S.  Kelly,  John  D.   Foster,  James 

F.  Power,  Felix  W.  Foster,  N.  H.  Ballard. 

(jibson.  No.  453  — P.  M.  Christian,  James  W.  Shepherd. 

Sam  Thompson.  No.  456  — J.  W  Carlisle. 

Hardy  Howie,  No.  459  — John  W.  Shaw. 

King  Solomon,  No.  460.— Waldo  C.  Bickle. 

Addison,  No.  463.— L.  R.  Jeans. 

Day'8  Gap,  No.  465  —Wilson  Shepherd. 

Enterprise,  No.  469. — C.  F.  Letson. 

Blocton,  No  474  —John  Gilbert. 

Avof  dale,  No.  476  —Joseph  Brower.  Isaac  Price,  John  M.  Harris,  Her- 
bert L  Brown,  Isaac  E.  Hood,  Oliver  Weiser. 

Guin.  No.  478. — Thomas  J.  Gann,  Alvin  N.  Jones. 

Eas'  Lake.  No  480— George  DeWitt. 

Cedar  Bluff,  No.  4H6— John  C.  Hansen. 

Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  525— Frank  W.  Towles. 
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DIMITTED. 


Helion,  No.  1— William  H.TaDcree. 

Alabama,  No.  3 — William  Tomlinson. 

RtsiDg  Virtue,  No.  4 — Walter  W.  Younjr,  Samuel  Gay. 

MoaltoD,  No.  6— Wilshire  W.  Parker,  M.  C.  RlverH. 

Macon,  No.  7— David  A.  Chapman. 

Farrar,  No.  8— Timothy  T.  Thaxton. 

Gilead,  No.  9— Isaac  F.  Blair,  George  S.  Nettles. 

Royal  White  Heart,  No  10— J  M  Williams. 

Florence,  No.  14— Bryant  P.  Joiner,    Thomas  E.  Barry,  Jesse  G.  Barnes, 

William  Whitworth,    Hyram   A.    P.    Salter,  Henry  M. 

Rice. 
Athens,  No.  16-  William  R.  Hanserd,  William  R.  Grafton. 
St.  Albans.  No.  22— Samuel  B   Jack  on. 
LaFayette,  No.  26 — Jess*  D  Hamilton. 
Selma  Fraternal,  No.  27— John  Nelson. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29— Julius  L.  Ward,  John  H.  Short. 
Washington,  No.  36— Elias  James. 
Gourtland,  No.  37— Young  G  Norton. 

Mobile,  No.  40— James  Wilson,  William  H.  White,  Josiah  Wheeler. 
Livingston,  No.    41— W.  G.    Curry,  William  T.     McKnight,  Adison    G. 

Smith. 
Hiram,  No.  42— Jacob  N.  Beddy,  B.  J.  Mathews. 
Leigh  ton,  No.  43— John  C.  Giddens,  Harlin  T.  Strout. 
New  Market,  No.  62— John  J.  Berdine. 
Greening,  No.  53 — Bond  W.  Johnson,  Robert  F.  Ray, 
Amity,  No.  64— James  A.  Mc Alpine,  R.  P.  Hall,  J.  C.  Pearson. 
Moant  Moriah,  No.  66— William  L*.  White,  Columbus  H.   McCaa,  Joel 

B.  Gresham. 
Troy,  No.  66— William   J.  Chancey,  Hiram    Nelson,    John  M.  Watson, 

Asa  W.  Thompson,  Silas  M.  Walker,  Thomas  W.  Chaffln. 
Toakegee,  No.  67 — James  H.  Conway. 
St.  Johns,  No.  62— S.  M.  Hogan,  D.  F.  McCall. 
Eureka,  No.  64— Pinkney  H.  Little. 
a  P.  Whitt,  No.  65— Enoch  J.  Bell,  Robert  M.  Cochran,  Asa  A.    Simms, 

Louis  Bamberger. 
Howard,  No.  69 — Joseph  H  Lankauff. 
Central,  No.  70— Joseph  Green,  Milton  L.  Howell. 
Tohopeka,  No.  71— Andrew  J.  Mulican,  Richard  R.  Slaughter. 
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Widow's  Son,  No.  72— Claude  Hardy,  Harry  Miller. 

Solomon,  No.  74— Edward  W.  Scarbrough,  Lowndes  A.  Daraey. 

Auburn.  No.  76— E.  L.  loveless,  B.  Dizon  Armstrong. 

C'rozier.  No.  78 — Adolphus  R.  Foster,  Joshua  J.  Young. 

Fredonia,  No.  79— Thomas  0.  Stodghill. 

Frieudship,  No.  83— Andrew  J.  Ware,  J.  J.  Cox,  G.  W.  L.  Steel. 

Erophotlc,    No.    H4— Simeon    Goodwin,  Edgar   A.  McFerrin,  Alfred  H. 

liee* 
Henry,  No.  91— Nathan  A.  Watkina. 
Sawyer,  No.  aS— Peter  Taylor. 
Danville,  No  95— Lorenzo  D.  Stover,  Wiley  M.  Duke,  James  C.  Daniel, 

Robert  Berry. 
Hart  well.  No.  101 — Solomon  H.  Bean. 
Shiloh,  No.  105— Frank  G.  Kimbrough,  William    L.  Kimbrouffb,  Gklyia 

E.  Bark  ley. 
Forest  Hill.  No.  110— John  H.  Davis,  J.  Jackson  Bamett 
Notasulga,  No.  119— George  W.  Cox,  M.  M.  Bentiey. 
Camp  Hill,  No.  120— W.  W.  Turner. 
Herndon,  No.  125— Moses  8.  Cockrell. 
Bolivar,  No.  127— Granvel  M.  Ingalls,  William  B.  Cumminga,  Frands  R. 

Allison. 
Geneva,  No.  129— James  L.  Calk,  John  Wesley. 
Wiley,  No.  134— William  Phenix. 
Columbia,    No.  135— William    H.    Purcell,  John    T.  Norria,    Charles  0. 

McRae. 
Unity,  No.  136— Joseph  B.  Powell. 

Rockford.  No.  137— William  T.  Stewman,  Miles  L.  Smith. 
MisHouri,  No.  14fi — James  W.  Crosaley. 
Cold  Water,  No.  148— Robert  H.  Martin. 
ChamberH.  No.  149— James  H.  Bagley. 
Monroeville,  No.  153— John  W.  Broughton,  George  W.  liCe,  Charles  R. 

McNeil. 
Nixburph.  No.  154— J.  Lewis  fihaw. 
May.'iville,  No.  158— Thomas  J.  Taylor,  Leroy  M.  Peevy. 
Peiiirk.  Ni.   Kjl— W.  J.  I).  Upshaw,  J.  J.  Garrett. 
Hendrix.  No.  102— Pinkney  M.  Moore,  Jesse  Jones. 
Mount  Hope,  No.  1(58— James  W.  Sims. 

(^I()]>Ton.  No.  171-  Jacob  Powell,  Robert  Powell,  Charles  J.  Windham. 
Fellowship,  N.».  172— Hosea  F.  Dorr. 
Andr»»w.Tark«ion,  N«>.  173 — George  R.  Brown. 
Do  Sutoville,    No.  178— Henry   T.  Smith,    Allen    Young,  AUansom  A. 

Easley. 

Mount  Hllliard.  No   180— J.  O.  McCrelus. 

AiuTfoil,  No.  181— James  L.  Skipper,  Charles  M.  Dayis,  John  Fomum,  N. 

R.  Morrison. 
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Cataula,  No.  186— Elisha  J.  Robinson. 

Clintonville,  No.  188— Lewis  Raasell. 

Kiligee,  No.  199— George  H.  PoweJl,  George  W.  Hutto. 

Eikmont,  No.  207 — John  M.  Vance,  James  R.  Irwin,  Charles  H.  Allen. 

Alexandria.  No.  208— David  T.  Macon. 

Marshall,  No  209— Boliver  H.  0.  Cochran. 

Ebenezer,  No.  210— Jonathan  B  Well. 

Putnam,  No.  212 — James  Killgore,  Robert  H.Harris. 

CarroUton,    No.    214— Thomas   H.  G.  Cook,  Andrew    Henry,  John    E. 

Cohen. 
Sam  Dixon,  No.  218 — Asa  A.  Weems,  John  Kelley,  Richard  R.  McKnight 
Mount  Carmel,  No.  223— John  A.  Armstrong. 
Newton,  No.  224 — D.  Morgan  Rodgers 
Louisville,  No.  225— Christopher  C.  Lee,  Elijah  Hicks,  Uriah   R.  Shelby, 

Daniel  Myres. 
Santa  Fe,  No.  226— William  D.    McCorquadale,   J.    B.   Atkinson,  J.  O. 

Nobles,  Reddin  Kelley,  Amos  N.  Ko  bin  son. 
Dallas,  No.  228— Joseph  H.  Morris. 
Duck  Springs,  No.  231 — Samuel  W.  Funderburg. 
Fairmount,  No.  238— Alfred  P.  Miller,  John  A.  Wiggin,  John  D.  Hide, 

Ingram  Spence,  Charles  P.  Davis,  James  £.  Wilson. 
Bowen,  No.  240— .(ames  M.  Dodds. 
Ramer,  No.  243 — James  L.  Soles. 
Harrison,  No.  24G— C.  M.  Carlisle,  C.    S.  Carlisle,  R.L.  Gibson,  J.   B. 

Whitehead,  W.  H.  Wilson,  J.  M.  Wilson,  R.  C.  Fiowera, 

J.  M.  Jones,  J.  R.  Whitehead,    J.    P.   Stephens,    Holly 

Boutwell,  E.  M.   Simmons,  J.  M.  Gibson,  J.  S.  Perdue, 

William  Huggins,  J.  A.  Stripling. 
Seddon,  No.  247— William  A.  Murchison,  Henry  G.  Crump,  Robert   C. 

Chancy,  Hugh  Callaway. 
Amand,  No.  250 — Francis  A.  Gul ledge. 
Northport,  No.  252— John  A.  Lafoy. 
Rose  Hill,  No.  253— Travis  W.  Straughn,  James  A.  Stewart,  John  F. 

Lowman. 
Ervin,  No.  257— V.  T.  Davis,  James  B.  Sides,  James  R.  Fike. 
Talladega,  No.  261— William  H.   Burr,  William  S.  Griffiths,  Charles  A. 

Rose. 
Walnut  Grove,  No.  264— John  E.  McLeskey,  Martin  Armstrong,  John  H. 

Snead,  S.  R.  M':Clung 
Forest  Home.  No.  270— Isaac  F.  Betts,  Robert  B.  Calloway. 
Pea  River,  No.  271— William  W.  Falkner,  Stephen  Smith,  Calvin  Bout- 
well,  Thomas  J.  Smith. 
Arlington,  No.  272— Frederick  Scarsbrook. 
Frankfort,  No.  275— William  C.  Malone,  James  R.  Taylor. 
Larkinsville,  No.  277— Claiborne  W.  Hunt 
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Northern,  No.  278-^ohn  W.  Dunn. 

Springville,  No.  280— John  W.  Aikin,  James  P.  Pearson. 

Charles  Baskerville,  No.  281— John  W.  Shoemaker,  John  L.  Williams. 

Georgiana,  No.  285— Calvin  R  Powell,  John  M.  Sims. 

Walker,  No.  288— William  Compte. 

(iillespie.  No.  290— Thomas  H.  Enis. 

Norris,  No.  301— Charles  R.  Cochran,  Henry  H.  Brown. 

Winllera,  No.  304— Thomas  C.  Williams. 

Central  Cify,  No  305— Robert  D.  Jackson. 

Holly  Grove,  No.  323— James  H.  Cowan,  James  8.  Riddle. 

Viola,  No.  324— Emery  J.  Cosby,  Allen  H.  Morris,  James  Newman,  Dan- 
iel T.  Sellers. 

Oliver,  No.  334— George  C.  Hawkins. 

Nanafalia,  No.  335— John  W.  Privett,  Alexander  Green. 

Johnson,  No.  337— Joseph O.  Lawrence,  William  DeLoach. 

Georgiana  Davis,  No.  338— Joseph  B.  Edwards. 

Hamilton,  No.  344— William  A.  Hull,  William  R.  Self,  Uriah  Wilson, 

John  T.  Carpenter,  Charles  E.  Mitchell. 

Kclio,  No.  345— Alexander  Outlaw. 

Hurtsboro,  No  346— Jab«>z  B.  Banks,  Milton  W.  Tarver,  John  W.  P*ce, 

George  W.  Smith,  Joseph  Lyon,  George  E  Robinson. 

Bienville,  No.  34S— Judson  J.  Elliott. 

Ozark,  No.  349— Jesse  Barnes,  William  O.  Barber,  John  H.  Long,  Wil- 
liam J.  Glennon. 

Wilson  Williams,  No.  351— David  Lawler,  James  W.  Dunagan. 

Heaton,  No.  354— A.  J.  Chappell. 

Van  Buren,  No.  355— John  T.  Reagan,  Andrew  W.  Dilbeck. 

Ash  ford.  No.  356— William  D.  Jordan. 

Scottsboro,  No.  36t*— Edward  R.  Smith,  A.  T.  Hays. 

Cliesler,  No.  363— P.  O' Brian,  James  T.  Pierce,  John  D.  Collins,  John 

Mathews. 

Pleasant  Site,  No.  364— Rome  Pickens,  Lewis  Mitchell,  John  A.  Denton. 

<:otaco.  No.  360— Amos  E.  Tyler,  Jesse  Merritt,  Poke  D.  Merritt,  James 

M.  Thomason,  P.  A.  Barnard. 

Chandler,  No.  3({7— William  Hamilton,  William  H.  Howel. 

Aihelstan,  No.  369— John  Alston,  William  H.  Mcintosh. 

Goliad,  No.  370— David  B.  Anderson.  John  D.Terrell,  William  Moulton, 

Mathew  Mc(/ubrie,  William  Park. 

PwiissfU^ille,  No.  371— James  8.  Grisham. 

Lakf  City.  Ho.  377— John  M.  Brown,  James  E.  Savage. 

Robert  E.  Ue,  No.  379— William  T.  Allen. 

Ohatchee.  No  380— John  Putnam. 

Attalla,  No.  38.3— Benjamin  F.  Owen,  Thomas  G.  Scott,  John  C.  Smith, 

Marshal  E.  Dozier.  David  A.  Morton. 
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BirmiDRbam  Fraternal,  No.  384— J.  T.  Hand,  H.  B.  Wbeelock,  A.  R. 

Edmonds,  Randolph  Smith,  D.  J.  Fox,  J.  T.  Mullens,  8. 
Waterstone. 

Trinity,  No.  386— John  H.  Kitchen,  Samuel  L.  Kitchen,  Rufus  P.  Aday, 

William  R.  Grow,  Elisha  L.  Hill. 

Newburgh,  No.  388 — Samuel  F.  Mathews,  James  E.  Smith. 

North  Border,  No.  391— James  R.  Sandlin. 

Hickory  Flat,  No.  392— William  G.  Phillips,  Green  L.  Carmichael. 

Valley  Head,  No.  394— John  Cocheran,  William  C.  D.  Cook,  W.  J.  Day. 

Falkville,  No.  396— James  F.  Morris. 

Black  Oak,  No.  397— Jacob  B.  Wilbanks. 

Hartselle,  No.  398— John  Fry  mire. 

Haw  Ridge,  No.  399— Henry  R  Powell. 

Grady,  No.  404— John  B.  Tate. 

Pondtown,  No.    409— Joseph  T.    Brown,    Hudson    L.  Brown,  William 

H.  Cox,  Alexander  Slater,  William  J.  Hall. 

Oak  Level,  No.  415— George  Laminack,  Henry  C.  Grubbs. 

Williamsburg.  No.  416— Robert  L.  Smith. 

*Hilton,  No.  419— James  W.  Key,  Armstrong  Key,  John  T.  BeddingHeld, 

William  P.  Weston. 

Cullman  Fraternal,  No.  421—0.  W.    Freeman,    Peter   Grover,    John  F. 

Holton,  Thomas  J.  Morrow,  Pleasant  M.  Williams. 

Shorterville,  No.  422— Bartlett  H.  McAllister,  Jesse  R.  Roberts. 

Clanton,  No.  423—1.  W.  Gullahom,  Albert  E.  Bivings. 

Temple,  No.  425— Martin  T.  Hendrix. 

Albertville,  No.  430— M.  F.  Daniel,  J.  A.  Brownlee,  S.  H.  Nixon,  George 
M.  Uplain,  J.  H.  D.  Glanton.  i 

Steers  Station,  No.  432— William  G.  Day,  Henry  A.  Palmer. 

Andalusia,  No.  434.— William  Snider,  William  D.  Hart,  George  W.  Dun- 
son. 

Ware,  No.  435— Hugh  A.  Wood. 

Winston  Star,  No.  486— Joseph  P.  Casey. 

Headland,  No.  438— John  W.  Godwin. 

Forney,  No.  440— James  W.  King,  James  W.  Baker. 

Anniston,;443— J.  F.  Power,  J.  H.  Gambrill,  Craig  Cofield,  W.  8.  Witbam, 

Thomas  E.  Haygood,  Folix  W.  Foster,  N.  H.  Ballard. 

Calera,  No.  445— B.  J.  Holcomb,  J.  R.  Pratt,  A.  M.  Sanders,  J.  A.  Car- 
wile. 

Leeds,  No.  446.— William  F.  Deshazo. 

Coalburg,  No.  448. — James  Brammer. 

Florida,  No.  469— Clem  Arnold,  John  V.  Calhoun. 

Dolomite,  No.  452— William  B.  Wilson.  Isaac  Caldwell,  Rufus  T.  Ad- 
cock. 

Gibson,  No.  453— J.  W.  Sheperd. 

Lee,  No.  454— Wiley  W.  Williams,  Robert  F.  Ligon. 
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Slim  Thorn p» on.  No.  456— John  T.  Hawkes,  Ben  F.  8harit. 

Bessemer,  No.  458— L.  A.  Hendon,  John  A.  Perry,  T.  P.  Robinaon. 

King  Solomon,  No.  4fi0 — Samuel  F.  I^acny. 

Shiloh,  No.  461— John  W.  Heatherly. 

Corinthian,  No.  462— Homer  R.  Stoiighton. 

Addison,  No.  463— H.  C.  Johnson,  S.  H  (-antrell,  Thomas  J.  Comba. 

Haley  SYille,  No.    464 — Win  Held  S.  Roden,    Anderson  Ward,   Jonathan 

Davis,  John  B.  Kidd,  Francis  M.  McDonald,  Thomas  B. 

Carey,  Wiley  W.  Davis,  John  J.  Butler. 
Bethany,  No.  468 — Charles   W.  Davis,  Jesse  G.  OversTreet,  W.  T.  Benaoo, 

John  J.  Lanib<»rth. 
HdileytoB,  No.  472— George  C.  Williams. 
Stnnton,  No.  473— Samuel  M.  Adams. 
Deatsville,  No.  475— John  Crosby,  William    B.  Blackburn,  8.  W.  FemU, 

W.  O.    Massingale,   James   M     Escor,    James  I.  Lamar, 

Danit^l  F.  Berry.  Robert  0.  Bazzell,  William  R.  Frazier, 

I^vi  T.  Braswell,  James  I^iwers. 
Avondale,  No.  47(5— Rufus  F    Wyatt,  Alexander    P.  Odom,    William  8. 

McCurley,  John    M.  Harris,  Herbert    L.  BrowD,    Oiiyer' 

W^eispr. 
Guin,  No.  478— James  W.  Collins,  .Jeremiah  F.  Collins. 
Rock  Springs.  No.  471>— Thomas  W.  Smith. 
EbmI  Ijake.  No.  480— Samuel  W.  LaRosse,  James  S  Joumagan,  Samuel  P. 

Lindsey,    John  F.  Bondurant,  Robert  L.  F.  Mitchell,  E. 

M.  Mo  Daniel. 
Ix)cu8t  Fork.  No.  481— L.  M.  Powell. 
Millport,  No.  482— J.  P.  Collins. 
Davis  Fraternal,  No.  483— Chiirles  Roland. 
Monroe,  No.  485 — Alfred  C.  Hixon,  Theophilus  B.  Bailey. 
Cedar  Bluff,  No  486— John  C.  Hansen.  Elijah  S.  Hardwick. 
Lnvprne,  No.  488- John  D.  Curtis,  William  J.  Smith. 
New  Decatur,  No.  491— James  M.  Grimes 
Ashford,  No.  403— William  W.    Allen,  Benjamin  J.  Waller,  William  a 

Marsh. 
Carbon  Hill.  No.  4JU — TiMm  Davis,  James  B.  Robertson. 
Mount  Pinson.  No.  4J15— J.  W   Price,  W.  H.  Chapel. 
Bremen.  No.  4!m;— Henry  M.  Gibbs. 
Bay  MinettP.  Nn  498— Millard  M.  Odom. 
Cleveland,  No.  499— Alexander  J.  Gilbraitb. 
Culdwell,  No.  502— W  M.  Kulans. 
Shetlleld,  No.  503— Arthur  R   Lnneley,  Frank  Hostler,  William  H.  Cum- 

rning**.  Jf»hn  W.   Ja'^kHon.  Edwin  F.  Ligon.  Joseph  Doll, 

Albert  V.   Johnson,  Hugh  A.  Blair,    Alpheus  D.  Stuart, 

Andrew  J.  StilHer. 
Midland  City,  No.  504— W.  H.  Griffin,  J.  J.  Rivenbock. 


*^^ 


■.'  :h:ji*-:'-¥::— ^■ 


A.PPBNDIX. 


239 


IroDdale,  No.  506— William  F.  McAbee,  William  T.  Reed. 

George   Morrow,  No.  507— William   M.  HuUett,    Pinkey    W.    Cowden, 

Austin  A.  Miles,  Lemuel  K.  Rooker,  William  O.  HuUett, 

Darius  Smith. 
Mount  SiRnah  No.  506— William  T.  Smith. 
Johns,  No.  511 — Ernest   Peterman,  Cicero    Y.  Parsons,  Robert  Freeman, 

Edward  Lewis. 
Oanninf^bam,  No.  512— Hugh  K.  Archibald. 
Morrow,  No.  513 — Jesse  E.  Robbins,  Samuel  Griscom. 
Magnolia,  No  516 — D.  L.  Teller,  John  Patilloe,  William  Hildea-braod. 
Hewitt,    No.   5J9 — Ransom    D.  Jeffcoats,    James    L    Massey,    William 

Askew.  ^ 

Woodlawn  Fraternal,  525— Josiah  H  Freeman. 
Hackleburgh,  No.  526— Daniel  A.  Oantrell. 
Oharlton,  No.  528— Samuel  A.  Hanna,  Mitchel  A.  Smith. 
Whitfield,    No.  533— William    A.  Gray,    John    J.  McClure,    James    M. 

Ridenger,  William  H.  Spruell. 
Spring  Hill,  No.  536— R.  C.  Flowers. 
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Macon,  No.  7— Jordan  W.  Council,  September  28.  1803. 
Farnir,  No.  8— Jameei  T.  DeJoiiett,  Augast  2,  1891. 

^  Abner  L.  Stokes,  September  25, 1883. 

Montgomery,  No.  11— Simon  Simon,  Deci^mber  2,  1883. 

Reuben  W.  Sharp,  May  8,  1894. 

Leopold  Waldman,  May  11,  1894. 

David  B.  Hishman,  June,  1894. 
Athens,  No.  16— William  A.  Hine,  February  5,  1894. 
St.  Albans,  No.  22— Malcolm  H.   McNeill,  October  7,  1893;  age 81. 
Dile,  No.  25— O'Gwynn  Coleman,  January  17,  1894. 
Selma  Fraternal,  No.  27— Charles  A.  Patterson,   December  1, 1898. 

Philip  H.  Sims.  December  27,  1893. 

Seaborn  A.  Driver,  March  13,  1894. 

Burr  0.  Warner,  April  22,  1894. 
Autauga,  No.  31— C.  C.  Howard,  November  1,  1893. 

Thomas  J.  Motley,  January  23,  1894. 

Ebenezer  C.  Stewart,  June  18,  1894. 
Washington,  No.  36— Richard  H.  Ross,  January  1,  1891. 

Henry  H.  Russell,  March  2,  1894. 

Washingron  A.  Gilbert,  August  80.  1894. 
Wetumpka,  No.  39— McKinney  Thomas,  Sr.,  April  4,  1894. 

William  S.  Penick.  August  2,  1894. 
Mobile,  No.  40— John  P.  Emrich,  August  6,  1894. 

William  H.  Gasque,  October  18,  1893. 
Livingston,  No.  41— I^muel  F.  Whitehead,  June  9,  1894. 
Hiram,  No.  42— William  H.  Forney,  January  20, 18J>4 

John  H.  Crawford,  January  28,  18(»4. 
Harmony,  No.  4fi — Junius  Jordan,  December  7,  1893. 
Oreening,  No.  ft3— Willium  Beard,  November  1,  1893. 

Hector  M.  Rumbley,  December  2,  1893. 

Alfred  S  Hudson,  April  30.  1894. 

John  B.  Boy  kin,  April  21,  1894. 
Mount  Moriah,  No.  55— Silas  M.  Story,  December  24,  1893;  age.  74. 

Joseph  D.  Ball,  1894. 
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Troy,  No  56— Rlias  R.  Moore.  May  9,  1894 

Tuskegee,  No.  57— William  G.  Brewer.  Jiin-  19.  1894. 

B-Dton,  No  59— Lewis L.  Pi*»rce,  July  3.  1894;  ag-,  76. 

St.  Johns,  No.  62— rhoma«  W  Brown,  October  23,  1894. 

Social,  No.  63— James  M  Ta-ver,  March  31,  1894;  age,  73. 

William  K.  Norton,  Aueust  12,  1894;  age.  73. 

Howard.  So  69— Victor  A.  Garrell. 

Central.  No.  70— John  D   McMarh,  September  25  1893. 

Edward  G.  Walk«r,  December  27,  1893. 

Edward  C.  Sf'al.  January  31,  1894. 
Tobopeka  No.  71— Toliver  M.  Grav,  March  3,  1894. 
widow's  Son,  No.  72— Enoch  A.  Alhritton,  March  19,  1894;  age,  60. 
Solomon,  No.  74 — John  H.  Barnes  August  19,  1894. 
Cokerville,  No.  75— John  D.  Letcher,  January  26.  1894. 

Nelson  Mixon,  March  9,  1894. 
Crozier,  No.  78— George  B.  Hudson,  JaDuary  22.  1894. 

John  T.  Wnrd,  December  27   1893. 
Fredonia,  No.  79— David  R  Cole'nan,  August  20,  1894. 
Wi'cox,  No.  80— Robert  H.  Mc Bride,  January  9,  1894-  age  59. 

Joseph  B.  McWilliam»-,  February  5,  1894;  age,  57 

Barvil  Haddon,  April  22.  1894;  Rge,  96. 
Friendship.  No.  83— J   C.  Lea,  February  24,  1894. 
Henry,  No.  91— William  G  Davison,  May  13.  1894 
Sawyer.  No  m — Wallace  W.  D  »b8on,  January  12  1894. 
Danville,  No.  95—1.  Boswell,  September  2,  1893. 

McCrosky  Morris. 

Crowley  Jones. 

Claiborne  Anderson,  May  26  1894. 
Tuckabatchie,No.  96— G«ir<e  C  Benton,  November 4, 1894:  a^e,  71. 
Shiloh,  No.  ia5— S  A.  Nelms,  November  23.  1893. 
Forest  Hill.  No.  110— Thomas  W.  Shockley.  December  18,  1893. 
Notasulga,  No.  119— J.  J.  Bafford,  January,  1894. 

J.  S.  Zachery,  May,  1894. 

John,  C.  H. 

Henry  Rowell,  Ap-il.  1894. 

William  F.  Kelley,  July,  1894. 
Camp  Hill,  No   120— Andrew  J.  Sims,  June  12,  1894 
Coffeeville,  Nr»   122— Jchn  Pace,  Augns'  5,  1894;  ae**.  88 
Herndor.,  No.  125— Celestial  Williams,  J-me  1,  1894 
Bolivar,  No.  127 — John  F  Anderson,  Janna>*v  I   1894. 

Augustus  Gunter,  May  5  1894 

Bradf  -rd  L.  Davis   Mav  6  1894. 
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Loacbapoka,  No.  133— William  B.  Hammock,   November  14,  1893; 

age,  77. 
Columbia,  No.  185 — Andrew  C.  Fulmore,  November  11,  1803. 

Charles  L.  Freeman,  May  6,  1894. 
Baldwin,  No.  142— Samuel  W.  Jones,  Mav  22  1894. 
Chambers.  No.  149— ;?hrlstopher  Columbus  February  9,  1894. 
Monroeville,  153— Samuel  Kelley.  November  16,  1893;  age,  94. 
Nixburgh,  No.  154— John  C.  Forbes, 

Hardy  Daniel. 

J.  I.  M.  Willis. 
Penick,  No.  161— C.  P.  Ssnford,  March  20, 1894. 
Hendriz,  No.  162— Abram  G.  Morrow,  Japuary  3. 1894. 

LeRoy  E.  Davis,  May  13,  1894. 
Fayetteville  Authentic,  No.  163— William  R.  Phillips,  September 

4,  1894. 
Elba,  No.  170— James  R.  Sanders,  June  1,  1894. 

Sampson  B.  Harper,  June  25.  1894. 
Fellowship.  No.  172— Richard  C.  Brandon,  April  24.  1894;  age,  81. 
Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173— Arthur  S  Ste  war,  September  19  1898 
Aberfoil,  No.  181— Isham  Phillips,  December  27,  1893. 
Clintonville,  No.  188— Nathan  B.  Peacock,  January  11,  1894 
Tombigbee,  No.  190— John  W.  Jones,  May  12,  1894. 
Chattahoochee,  No.  192 — Henry  C.  Hudson,  January  17,  1894 
Hopewell.  No.  193— Clark  Frizzle,  April  6.  1S94;  ag-,  62. 
Kiligee,  No.  199— Berry  Stacks,  April  14   1894 
LaPine,  No.  201— Franklin  Walker,  November  18,  1893. 
Alexandria,  No.  208— Elbert  G.  Morris,  Jane.  1894 
I*utnani,  No.  212— William  H.  Osburn,  De^^mber  12.  1892 
Sam  Dixon,  No.  218— Andrew  J.  Chisolm.  Oct  *ber  30,  1893. 

John  P.  Savage,  March  5.  1S94. 

James L.  Sutherlin,  March  18   1894. 
l^iiisville.  No.  225— Daniel  C.  McEachan,  March  17,  1894;  age,  78. 
Santa  Fe,  No.  226— Nathan  McMullen,  July  9. 1894. 
Bexar,  No.  230— Bazzle  Weatberford,  September  2,  18J)4. 
Duck  Springs,  No.  231 — James  A.  Reeves.  February  24.  1891. 
Gadsdun,  No.  2:^6— Ed  G.  Bevens,  August  20.  1894. 

John  T.  Cathpy,  April  3,  18fM. 

Alford  H.  Fitts,  July  28,  1894. 

Myron  E.  Lane,  July  4,  1^94. 

Charles  Smith,  May  4,  1894. 

William  Sandford,  July  31.  IHfM. 

William  B.  Wvnn. 
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Bowen.  No.  240— William  J,  Stevens,  June  17.  1804. 
Coosa,  No.  242— Oceola  A.  Ck)llier,  July  14,  1894;  acre,  23. 
Harrison,  No.  246— Oeorge  E  Spencer,  May  25,  1894. 
Siddon,  No.  247— Henry  M.  Abercrombie,  November  25,  1893. 
North  port,  No.  252— Thomas  N.  Nays,  April,  1894. 
Rose  Hill,  No.  253— Seabron  A.  Dauphin,  January  31,  1894. 

Jame^  A.  Chapman,  July  22,  1894. 
Gaylesville,  No  256— Daniel  B.  BeH,  March  1,  1894. 

Samuel  M.  Simmons,  July  12,  1894. 

Ebenezer  Cunningham,  May  2,  1894. 
Talladega,  No.  261— John  B.  Huey.  March  15,  1894. 

Arthur  Bingham,  May  29,  1894. 

J.  W.  A.  Wright,  August  11,  1894. 
Walnut  Grove,  No.  264— Hiram  Roese,  January  17,  1894. 

William  B.  Brown,  January  28  1894. 

John  D.  Amberson,  ^une  30,  1894. 

Rufus  Evans,  March  4. 1894. 
Frankfort,  No.  275— James  W.  Miller,  February  19,  1894. 
Bullock,  No.  276— Raiford  S.  Booth,  March  14  1894. 

Calvin  C.  Col  que,  September  7,  1894. 
Northern,  No  278— William  B.  Collins,  January  11,  1894. 

Charles  Latham,  January  6,  1894. 
Charles  Baskerville.  No.  281— James  H.  Moore,  March  21,  1894. 
Georgians,  No.  285— Jonathan  E.  Bell,  March  13.  1894. 
Walker,  No.  286— Aaron  Acton,  December  26,  1893. 
Gillespie,  No.  290— John  W.  R  Bailey,  October  25,  1893;  age,  68. 
Fort  Deposit,  No.  291— Stephen  Bishop,  April  14,  1894. 
Norrip,  No.  301— Elisha  Godwin. 

Central  City,  No  306— Edwin  W.  North,  October  8,  1898. 
Holly  Grove,  No.  323— Henry  B.  Taylor,  June  15.  1894. 
Clear  Creek.  No.  340— William  Baughn.  April  14  1894. 
Echo,  No.  345— Calvin  Banes,  January  2, 1894;  age,  76. 

John  W.  Stuckey,  January  10,  1894;  age,  78. 

Alexander  Speares.  March  8, 1894;  age,  84. 
Bienville,  No.  348— William  Turner,  February  16,  1894. 
Ozark,  No.  349— John  W  Dowling,  December  14,  1893. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  353— John  Holder,  July  22,  1894. 
Heaton,  No.  354— J  J.  Coats,  July  4,  1894. 
Van  Buren,  Ko.  355— James  Chastain,  December  9,  1898. 

Alexander  Stewart,  May  2,  1894. 
Ashland,  No.  a56— Thomas  Jordan,  May  6,  1894. 
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Barbour,  No.  358— Colurubus  C.  Beatty,  May  11,  18JH. 

Frank  M.  Arxford.  Augusts,  18()4. 
Scottsboro,  No.  A5f)— Benjamin  F.  Tipton,  October  20,  1893. 

Elijah  B.  Ligon,  Jnly  5,  1894. 

Robert  Ross,  July  15,  1894. 

Robert  C.  Ross,  February  4, 181M. 
Chester,  No.  rWJi— Rufus  W.  King,  Novenil)er  4,  1893. 

Otho  Ward,  November  9,  181«. 
Russellville,  No.  371— William  M.  Hurst,  February  4,  1H94. 

William  H.  Hill.  November. 
Lake  Oity,  No.  377— Daniel  D.  Roberts,  June  11,  189t. 
Ohatchee,  No.  380— W.  R.  Akric'ge,  November  13,  1894. 
Birmingham  Fraternal,  No.  384— W.  M.  Baskin.  May  14,  1894. 

J.  A.  Kelley,  June  24,  1894. 

W.  L.  Gude,  September  7,  WM. 
Newburgh,  No  388— William  Henley,  January  28,  1894;  age,  79. 
Valley  Head,  No.  3J)4— Joseph  L.  Gardner,  November  13,  1893. 
Harfc-elle,  No  398— Henry  J.  Halbrooks,  February  1.  1S94. 
Hanceville,  No.  400-~'W.  J   Murphree,  F«b.-ua»y   18J>4. 

John  Mitchell,  August  14,  1894. 

\Villiam  K  Basinger.  October  13.  1894. 
Childersburg.  No.  4(UJ— Abra»n  Shealy,  January  10.  1894;  age,  79. 
(«rady,  No.  404— Stephen  L.  Ethindyn.  May  10,  1894;  age,  75. 
.lemison,  No.  411 — William  W.  Adams,  January  12,  1894. 
Amberson,  No,  412 — Bazil  Davi^  June  13. 1894;  age.  79. 
Oak  UveJ,  No.  415— John  T.  Grimes  February  !),  1894. 
Clanton.  No.  423— David  A.  White,  May  M),  1H1^4. 
Temple,  No.  425— Peter  W.  NirhoU,  May  30.  18i«. 
Milo  Abercroinbie,  No.  42i> — Jesse  J.  Jordan,  June  2,  1894. 
Headland.  No  438— Dock  M.  Buker.  January  23.  1894. 
Forney,  No  440— Andrew  (\  (irimfu,  Mny  13,  18J)4. 
Anniston,  No  443— I/ewis  Jemison,  October  27,  m\K\. 

Simon  Katzenstein.  January  28,  lf<t»4. 
Allsboro,  No.  444— Thomas  K.  Mrtriin,  February  2(5,  1894. 
Lfe.  N<».  454— J.  W.  K   Williams,  .Tanu-irv  IMK  l.siM. 
Sum  Ttinmpson,  No  4.')(;  — A.  J.  Crocker,  .Sep-embc.  1894. 
Hanly  Howie,  No.  459— Thomas  M.  Hay.**.  January  5,  18JM. 
Kinj<  Soloninn,  No.  4(M»— John  Bickle.  Ju«y  18   l.sj)4. 
rorinihian,  No.  K>2— John  A.  Scale,  December  27.  18^3. 
Haileyton,  No.  472— William  Howell,  April  18.  18!»4. 
Manton,  No.  473— Roily  Latham.  Sejitemlier  10,  1894. 
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Avondale  No.  476— William  A.  Ricketts,  November 24, 1893 ;  age,67. 
Renfroe,  No.  477— Wellborn  T.  Smith,  September  11,  1894. 

James  M.  Freeze,  December  29,  1893. 
East  Lake,  No.  480— Robert  W.  Haey,  December  28,  1893. 
Lebanon,  No.  484— William  L.  Pounds,  Jane  30,  1894. 
Monroe,  No.  485— Arthur  Foster,  July  28,  1894;  age,  72. 
Cedar  Bluff,  No.  486— William  Livingston,  July  31,  1894. 
Burnt  Corn,  No.  489— Amos  P.  Thames,  January  26,  1894. 
Carbon  Hill,  No.  494— James  D.  Lane,  April  10,  1894. 
Mount  Pinton,  No.  495— Perry  Palmer,  February  19,  1894. 

W.  F.  Posey,  June  19,  1894. 

James  C.  Taylor,  November  9,  1894. 
Cleveland,  No.  499-l8aac  M.  Nesmith,  April  21,  18&4. 
Gt-orge  Moriow,  No.  507 — H^nder8on  D.  Cowden,  February  27, 1894. 

Reuben  Little,  May  22,  1894. 

John  T.  Landrum,  July  1,  1894. 
East  Bend,  No  517— Benjamin  Ro'ierrs,  December  9,  1893;  age,  80. 
Davis,  No  518— John  W.  Thompson,  June  23,  1894 
Gurtey,  No  621— Charles  J.  Jones,  October  28,  1893. 
Myles  J.  Greene,  No.  5;<0— George  W.  Wheeler,  September  27, 1893. 
Whitfield,  No.  533— Henry  H.  Cheatham,  May  28,  1894. 
Bangor,  No.  535— Jacob  C.  Nichols,  December  17,  1893. 
Enon,  No.  537— D.  M.  McNiel,  April  29,  18W. 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  FOR  1894. 


FOR   NON-PAVMINT  OF   DITKS. 


NoH.  42,  69,  »>,  i;j4,  151,  IM,  im,  201,  250,  315,  319,  32ii,  332,  337,  341,  353, 
3f>4,  ,V)7,  361,  3>*1,  389,  390,  436,  439,  440,  442,  459,  466,  523. 

FOR   NOT  MAKING    RKTl'RKF. 

NoH.  90,  140,  315,  332,  341,  381,  390,  408,  439,  442,  470,  523. 

PELINgUENT   FOR  TWO   YKAR8. 

For  Non-paymeDt  of  I)a«*9  and  not  making  lletarns.  Nob.  16^,  320. 

CHARTF.R8  FORFF.ITKO. 

No».  166,  320. 
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RECAPITULATION, 


Nooiber  of  Lodges  rfpresent'^d ^ 291 

Komber  of  Members  reported. 10,807 

AuiOQDtof  Da^ $5,128.35 

Namber  of  Lodges  that  made  returns 360 

Namberof  Lodges  thet  paid  dues 339 

Namber  of  Lodges  chartered  1894 2 

Number  of  Dormant  Lor^ges  revived  in   1894 (> 

Namberof  Lodges  on  roUat  close  of  session  of  Grand  Lodge  1891 391 

Namber  of  Ministers  of  Gospel 727 


WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Initiated 462 

Passed 447 

Baised 449 

AflQliated 405 

Reinstated 179 

Rejected (j8 

Dimitted 500 

Died 221 

Saspended  for  U.  C 36 

Suspended  for  N.  P.  D 557 

Expelled 17 


'Mi  ArPKNDlX. 

MKMOUANDA. 

KKI'KKSKNI'AriVKS   oK    OlIIKIJ    (MIVNI)    LOIMiKS    NKAR    THE 

(iitAND  LolMiK  OK  ALABAMA. 

()itiii-Kii  r.  HnrriMiii Opelika Arizona. 

II.  (Mny  AnuciroiiK Mtmtf^oiiiery Arkansas. 

II   t'hiy  AriiiMironir Auburn ...Brnzil. 

(jm»rrt««  K.  Miion* Moiiticoinery Canada. 

WaUnro  W.  lUrriNon  Kort  Pdyne Colons  1 8. Cuba. 

Colorado. 

l<Mi*ii'hi«r  ,1.  t'owart ....Tn>y Delaware. 

KolH*rt  1>  Wohli LiviiiK»t<>n IMst.  of  Colunibie. 

,1    W     IVnn Atialla England. 

Pnirknoy  N    Mit^kmiin KIba Florida. 

GeorgiM. 

Uu»M*)i  M    Cunningliaiii tVait  Mine^ Huu^ary. 

.i»»hj\  \;.  lUirisi Monrgoiiiery Idaho. 

.K«hu  (i    llrtiri!* MontconuTV I  hnois. 

,1no     II    rt«r\ku««ad Kayeitc  C.  H Indiaua. 

\Vm    *i     l\»»tH»ri>oii i'«rroil;on  Iowa. 

.^Or.)  IS  1  o<«i-ti     Monnwilio Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Sr  ma  l..^u*$:ana. 

.   ..     vH:\»r*1 Maine. 

^V*'k Mar.:ioha. 
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M-.»:i«ippi. 
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New  Jersey. 
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George  M.  Morrow BirmiDghani . 

FranCiS  L.  Pettus Selma 

Henry  H.   Brown BirmiDgham.. 

Henry  H.  Browu Birmingham. 
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..Victoria. 
..Virginia. 
.Washington. 
.West  Virginia. 


MEMORANDA. 

REPUESENrAllVES    OF    THE  GRAND     LODGE    OF     ALABAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND   LODGES. 

William   P.   Vandervert Arizona. 

Jasper  M.  Pinnell DeWitt Arkansas. 

Pedro  Antonio  Gomez Rio  de  Janeiro Brazil. 

A.  Haslem Nanians Britioh  Colambia 

G.  H.  F.  Dartnei Whilby Canada. 

Alvah  Russell  Conkl in Independence California. 

Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster Georgetown Colorado. 

Seeando  Alvarez Havana Colon  d:  Is.  Cuba. 

Washington  L.  Morgan New  Britain Connecticut. 

Benton  V.   Weldon Smyrna Delaware. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Washington Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Brackstone   Baker London England. 

Norville  R   Carter Levyville Florida. 

William  A.  I^ove Atlanta Georgia. 

Alexander  P.  A^exanderopulos Greece. 

Alexander  Frankel Hungary. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Hlinois. 

Joseph  8.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H.  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

John  McConnell Belfast* Ireland. 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

D.  Green  Simmons A4airvilie  Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd New  Orleans Louisiana. 

Josiah  H.  Drummond Portland Maine. 

James  I^eslie Minnesota Manitoba. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Maryland. 

Jose  Manuel  Monoz. Vera  Cruz Mexico. 

Arthur  M  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank  Burkett Okalona Mississippi. 

A.  M.  Hough Jeffertion  City Missouri. 

James  M.  (7hadwick Nebraska  City Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead Newark New  Jersey. 

*Caileoder  Street. 
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MEMORANDA. 


REPRKSENTATIVES  OK    OFHEK    OR  VXD    LOI>r.ES    NEAR    THE 

GRAND  UiDUE  OF  ALABiMA. 

George  P.  Harrison Opelika Arizona. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery Arkansas. 

H.  ( -lay  Armstrong Auburn Bmzil. 

(ieor^e  F.  Moore MontKomery Canada. 

Wallace  W.  Harrison Port  Payne Colons  Is. Cuba. 

Colorado. 

Kleu;her  J.  Cowart Troy Delaware. 

Robert  D.  Webb Liviugston Dist.  of  Columbia, 

J.  W.  Penn Atialla England. 

Pinckney  N  Hickman Elba Florida. 

Georgid. 

R(i&s«ell  M.  Cuuningbaui Pratt  Mines Hungary. 

.John  G.  Hirris Montgomery Idabo. 

John  G.  Harris Montgomery Illinois. 

Jno    H.  lUnkbead Fayette  C.  H Indiana. 

Wm.  (f.  Robertson Carrollion  Iowa. 

Job II  DeLoAcb Monroeville KanHas. 

Kentucky. 

Kilw'ur.l  6  Gitcbell 8h  ma Louisiana. 

B.  Dmlley  Williams Oxford Maine. 

.Ifs>e  M.  Carmicbaei O/aik Manitoba. 

.lot'l  Wbiie Montgomery Maryland. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans lielknup Minnesota. 

I'ainuT  J.  Pillans Belknap Micbigan. 

Siitniicl  K.  McSpadd  ii ("entre Missihsippi. 

Henry  <•.  Tompkins Montgomery Missouri. 

l'iiliu»-r  J.  Pillans Belknap Nebraska. 

Palnu'r  J.  PilUns lielknap New  Jersey. 

Piilnier  J.  PilUiM.s Belknap  New  Mexico. 

Henry  <".  TompkinH Montgomery New  York. 

HiMiry  «'.  Tomitkins Monrgomery V   G.  L.  N.  8.  W\ 

<»riM«»M(l  .V    Duke Union Oregon. 

Nil-  KihiM  Stall  Aorlh Evergreen Peru. 

Niihoias  Stallw  >rtli Evergreen Prince  Ed.  Island. 

I'll  user  J  .  Pillan.s I  > 'Ik  nap 'Quebec. 

HuraticjC.  (4rrty!?on  <'tuM"aw  Coriier Rboile  Island. 

All  liMin  A.   Walker Eufiiula Sotitb  Carolina. 

!'>•  fijtinin  F.  E  more DtMuopolis Tennessee. 

ha.  lel  fSiniili Mobile Vernjont. 
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Oeorge  M.  Morrow BirmiDgham Victoria. 

Francis  L.  Pettus Selma Virginia. 

Henry  H.   Brown Birmingham Washington. 

Henry  U.  Brown Birmingham West  Virginia. 


MExMORANDA. 

REPRESENrAllVES    OF    THE  GRAND    LODGE    OF    ALABAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

William  P.   Vandervert Arizona. 

Jasper  M.  Pinnell DeWitt Arkansas. 

Pedro  Antonio  Gomez Rio  de  Janeiro Brazil. 

A.  Haslem Nanians British  Colambia 

G.  H.  F.  Dartnel Whilby Canada. 

Alvah  Russell  Con klin Independence California. 

Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster Georgetown Colorado. 

SeKundo  Alvarez Havana Colon  &  Is.  Cuba. 

Washington  L.  Morgan New   Britain  Connecticut. 

Benton  V,   Weldon Smyrna Delaware. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Washington Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Brackstone    Baker London England. 

Norville  R   Carter Levyville Florida. 

William  A.  Love Atlanta Georgia. 

Alexander  P.  Alexanderopolos Greece. 

Alexander  Frankel Hungary. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Joseph  8.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Miirtin  H.  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

John  McConneli Belfast* Ireland. 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

D.  Green  Simmons A4airvilie  Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd New  Orleans Louisiana. 

Josiah  H.  Drummond Portland Maine. 

James  Leslie Minnesota Manitoba. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Maryland. 

Jose  Manuel  Monoz Vera  Cruz Mexico. 

Arthur  M  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank  Borkett Okalona Mississippi. 

A.  M.  Hough Jefferson  City Missouri. 

James  M.  Cbadwick Nebraska  City Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead Newark New  Jersey. 

*Caileoder  Street. 
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Robert  C .  Stewart Lm  Vegas New  ICexioo . 

James  Porter  Howe Sidney  U.  G.  L New Soath Wales . 

Daniel  T.  Welden New  York New  York. 

Dona'd  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina. 

Benjamin  K.  Rasch Fjrman North  Dakota. 

Charles  Bowman Herring  Goye Nova  Scotia. 

Nelson  Williams Hamilton Ohio. 

James  R.  Bailey Coryalis Oregon  . 

Augusto  Angulo Peru. 

Donald   Darrach Kensington Prince  Ed.  Island. 

Walter  Nutt Caton Quebec. 

Dwight  R.  Adams Centreville Rhode  Island. 

Andrew  H.  White Rock   Hill Sooth  Carolina 

(leorge  L.  Young South  Australia. 

Frank   M.  Kremer Estellim South  Dakota. 

Henry  R.  Howarl Tullahoma Tennessee. 

Kuf^enc  8.  Weston .Rutland Vermont 

H.  Bunnistsr Geelong Victoria. 

James  J.Dudley Norfolk Virginia. 

Jere  A.  Miller Wheeling West  ViiiginSa. 

Ix>nis  Sohns Vancouver Washington. 

Philu  A.  Orton Darlington Wisconsin. 
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DIRECTORY  OF  GRAND  LODGES. 


RTATE  OR  COUNTRY.  (iRAND  SECRETARY.  RESIDENCE. 

AUbama. Henry  CUy  Armstrong Montgomery. 

Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Rock. 

Ariz  *na George  J.  Roskradge Tocson. 

Brasil,  Grand  Orient. Rodrigo  A.  Machada  Reis...Rio  de  Janerio. 

British  Colambia W.  J.  Quinlan Victoria. 

Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont. 

California George  Johnson San  Francisco. 

Colorada Edward  C  Parmelee Denver. 

Connecticut  Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

Cuba Jose  F.  Pellon Havana. 

Delaware Benjamin   R.  Bartram Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia William  R  Singleton Washington. 

England Edward  Letchworth London. 

Egypt,  Grand  Orient Francisco  F.  Oddi Alexandria. 

Federal  Dist  of  Mexico Pedro  G.  Ramirez City  of  Mexico. 

Florida A.  J.  Rassell Jacksonville. 

Georgia A.  M.  Wolihin Macon. 

Idaho  J.  H.  Wickersham Boise  City. 

Illinois J.  H  C.  Dill Bloomington 

Indiana William  H.  Symthe Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory Joseph  8,  Marrow Atoka,  Choctaw  N. 

Iowa Theodore  S.  Parvin Cedar  Rapids. 

Ireland Archibald  St.  George Dublin. 

Kansas Albert  K.  Wilson Topeka. 

Kentucky H.  B.  Grant Louisville. 

Louisiana Richard  I^embart New  Orleans. 

Maine Stephen  Berry Portland. 

Manitoba William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

Massachusetts Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

Michigan Jefferson  S.  Conover Coldwater. 

Minnesota T.  Montgomery St.  Paul. 

Missouri John  D.  Vincil St.  Louis. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

Nevada Ohauncey  N.  Noteware Carson  City. 

New  Brunswick F.  W.  Wisdom St  John. 

New  Hampshire George  P.  Cleaves Concord. 
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New  Jersey Thomas  H.  R.  Redway TreDton. 

New  Mi'xico A.  A.  Keen East  Las  Vegas. 

New  York Edward  M.  L.  p:hlers New  York. 

North  Carolina John  C.  Drewry Raleigh. 

Nova  Scotia Wm.  Ross Halifax. 

North  Dakota. F.  J.  Thompson Fargo. 

Ohio  J.  H.  Brownwell Cincinnati. 

Oklahoma I.  8.  Hant Oklahoma  City. 

Oregon  S.  F.  Chadwick Salem. 

Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphift. 

Prince  Edward  Island B.  W.  Higgs CbarlottetowD. 

Peru J.  A.  E^  Aqiiine Lima. 

Quebec John  H.  Isaacson..: Montreal. 

Rhode  Island Edwin  Haker Providence. 

South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby.. Charleston. 

South  Dakota Geo.  A.  Petiigrew Flandreaa. 

South  Australia J.  H.  Cunningham Adelaide. 

Spain Julius  Fernande  Espina Madrid. 

Tennesstee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

Texas Wra    F.  Swain Hoaston. 

rtah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

I'nitedO.  L  of  N  8  Wales  Arthur  H.  Bray Sydney. 

I'nited  G.  L.  of  Victoria.    T.  H.  I/enipriere Melbourne. 

Vermont Warren  G.  Reynolds Burllnaton. 

Virginia William  B.  Isaac Richmond. 

Washington Thomas  M.  Reed Olympia. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Lillln Milwaukee. 

West  Virginia George  W.  Atkinson Wheeling. 

Wyoming W.  S.  Kuykendall Saratoga. 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


REPORTS  BY 

FA0S8. 

P.  J.  PlllanB 25,  26.  Ap.  72-208 

Grand  Treasarer 65 

Grand  Secretary , 28-66 

A.  M.  Soott 34,46 

R.  J.  Redden 84 

H.  8.  D.  Mallory 37,  51 

R.  M.  Canningbam 46 

W.  W.  Daflan 47 

H.  A.  Shields 48 

Lonis  J.  Adler 50 

M.  B  Shelton 51 

Wm.  8.  Foster 61,  69 

H.  C.  Tompkins 53 

Charles  H.  Winston 61 
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Dispensations  No.  1 50 
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Finance 67 

Masonic  Jarisprudence 53 

Leave  of  Absence 61 

RESOLUTIONS  BY 

J.  A.  Bilbro 85 
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M  B  Shelton 36  49 

Jas.  M  Tabb 36 
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H.  C.  Tompkins 58 

Grand  Becretary 58,  61 

W.  8.  Poster 58 

Daniel  Coleman 59 

H.  H.  Matthews 59,  61 

KES0LUT10N8  CONCERNING 

Florida  Lodge  No.  450 35 

Amendment  to  Section  14,  Article  6,  of  Constitution 35,69 

Masonic  Home ^ 36,49 

Day's  Gap  Lodge  No.  465 36 

Brown  Printini^  Co 58 

Shiloh  Lodge  No.  461 58 

Restoration  of  Charters 58 

Charters  Destroyed  by  Fire 58 

Amendment  to  Section  1,  Articles,  of  Constitution 59 

Permanent  Trust  Fund 59 

Testimonial  to  Retiring  G.*.  M.   61 

COMMITTEES 

On  Grand  Master's  Address 25 

Committees  Announc<>d 27 

Standing  Committees  Appointed 60 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Grand  Master's  Address 11 

Resignation  of  Bro.  B.  F.  Kimore 34 

Kleciion  of  Grand  Otticers 49 

Installation  of  Grand  Otficers 59 

StHuding  Committees  Appointed 60 

Tlianks  to  Railroads 61 
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Representatives  from  Grand  Lodges **  260 

Representatives  to  Grand  Lodges **  261 

Grand  Lodges •*  263 


PROCEEDINQS 


OP  THE 


M.  W.  GRAND  LODGE 


OF 


A.  F.  &  A.  M.  OF  ALABAMA, 


AT  THE 


SEVENTY.FIFTH  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION. 


HELD   AT 


Montjjomery,  Ala,  Dec.  3rd  and  4th,  1895,  ^-  '-  5^95- 


MONTOOMKRY,     ALA..; 
ALABAMA  FICiNTING  COMPANY. 


1895. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Juris- 
diction, comraeoced  its  Seventy-fifth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  at  7:30  o'clock, 
the  third  day  of  December,  1895,  A.  L.  6895. 

PRESENT. 


James  A.  Bilbro Depaty  Orand  Master,  Presidiog. 

6.  Dudley  Williams Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Russell  M.  Cunningham Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WiLLiAjf  H.  DiNGLEY Grand  Treasurer. 

H.Clay  Akm<^trono Grand  Secretary. 

Dayid  W.  McIyer Grand  Marshal. 

William  C.  Bledsoe ..Grand  Chaplain. 

Henry  H.  Matthews Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

William  A.  Arnold Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Harry  a.  Lowe Senior  Giand  Steward. 

J.  Kaun Junior  Grand  Steward. 

Charles  A.  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Palmer  J  Pillans Past  Grand  Master. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Past  Grand  Master. 

H.  C.  Tompkins Past  Grand  Master. 

Jno  G.  Harris Past  Grand  Master. 

Henry  H.  Brown ^ Piist  Grand  Master. 

George  M  Morrow Past  Grand  Master. 

FRA^CI8  L.  Pettus Past  Grand  Master. 

James  M.  Brundidoe Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 


4  PROCEKDINGS  OF   THE  [1895 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  IX)DGE8. 

George  P.  Harrison Arizona. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Brazil. 

George  F.  Moore .*. Canada. 

Jfliiies  W.  Penn England. 

KiiHpell  M.  Cunningbain Hungary. 

Jno.  G.  Harris Idaho. 

Jno.  G.  Harris Illinois. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Maine. 

William  J.  Orum Michigan. 

Palmer  J.  Piilans Minnesota. 

Ssm'l  K.  McSpadden Mississippi. 

Henry  0.  Tompkins Missouri. 

Palmer  J.  Piilans Nebraska. 

Palmer  J.  Piilans  New  Jersey. 

Palmer  J.  Piilans New  Mexico. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins New  South  Wales. 

John  G.  Smith North  DakoU. 

Palmer  J.  Piilans Quebec. 

Horatio  C.  Grayson Rhode  Island. 

(iforKe  M.  Morrow Victoria. 

Francis  L.  Pcttus Virginia. 

Henry  H.  Brown Washington. 

Henry  H.  Brown West  Virginia. 

.\i)(l   Masters,   WaiNlena  and    ProxieH,  from     snbordi- 
ii{it(*  Lixli^iH,  as  follows  : 

Vn       0    Moulton Noble  G.  Daleshaw W.  M. 

7     Mat'on WiHiam  W.  Daffln W.  M. 

10  Roval  White  Hart T.  F.  Pitte. W  M. 

f  Louis  Blnch W.  M. 

11  Montgomery \  Sani'l  Isaac-* 8.  W. 

(  Wallace  J   Chambers J.  W. 

47     Florence Mas^n  H.  Snelton W.  M. 

•      -.'^J    St.  Albans 1  "»%'  «•  ^i'"?" W.  M. 

i  W.  1>.  c  oon<»r yJ.  M. 

..       M     /'..  .      \\r     I  :.    »«„        I  B'nj.  S  (^;ck^ell HW. 

J4    George  Washington...  j  ^yj  „   Ra^sdale J.  W. 

o-     n„i^  I  Sol.  I)  Block* W.  M 

-'•     ""'*^ 1  Jno.  T.  Coik* a   W. 

"      Jf}    U  Fa^'ette I).  P.  Christenbeiry W.  M. 

I  .Tno.  MiiilWt W.  M. 

■_'7    8el ma  Fraternal -{  Lonia  Uiyrnond 8.  W. 

(  ICiwd.  Ni*»l .T  W. 

•m     «;.{«  ,  yj.„.  ^  ^^'"1.  K   Oaklev  W.  M 

-       Ki3ing  ftun  j  rpjj^^p  y  pa,.|py, g^  yf- 

M     AntBuga Dau*l  W.  Hicks 8.  W* 

Mi    Washington Jas.  A.Gresham 8.  W. 

PlUXU-!k. 
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39 

40 

41 
44 

46 


50 

• 

53 

56 

59 

62 

64 
67 

68 

69 
70 
71 
72 
74 
75 
76 
79 
80 
88 

89 

90 
93 
96 
98 

101 

104 
105 
107 

112 

134 
135 
136 
137 
142 
148 
149 
153 
15^ 

161 

162 
163 
168 

170 

•Proxlea 


Wetumpka 

Mobile 

Livineston 

Gaston 

Harmony 

Union  

Greening 

Troy 

Benton 

8t8.  John 

Eureka 

Hampden  Sidney 

Halsey 

Howard 

Centre 

Tohopeka 

Widow's  Son 

Solomon 

Cokeville 

Auburn 

Fredonia 

Wilcox 

Meridian  Sun 

Prattville 

Pfister 

Sawyer 

Tiickabatcbee 

Fulton 

Hartwell 

Good  Samaritan 

Sbiloh 

Choctaw 

Dean 

Wi'ey 

Columbia 

Uni»y 

Rockford 

Baldwin 

Cold  Water 

Cbambprs 

Monroeville 

Nixburg 

Penick 

Hendrix 

Fayetteville  Authentic 

Mount  Hope 

Elba 


f  8.  H.  Williams W.  M. 

1  L.  W.  Farrow J.  W. 

f  Wm.  A.  Alexander W.  M. 

1  Wm.  8.  Foster* S.  W. 

Jno.  G.  Harris* W.  M. 

Clarence  Grove W.  M. 

(Geo.  A.  Beauchamp W.  M. 

{  James  Milton* S.  W. 

(Louis  J.  Adler W.  M. 

I  Wm.  J.  Vaiden* 8.  W. 

\^  *l  •   JjO  •   OttUlff     ■•■••••■•••     ••••••«••.      ••••■*l.     vv  ■ 

Henrv  A.  Shields W.  M. 

f  F.  J.  Cowan* W.  M. 

I  Willis  B.  Nail J.  W. 

Wm  H.  Mav W.  M. 

f  S.  C.  Carson* J.  W. 

I  A.  L.  Hickson* 8.  W. 

L.  G,  McMillan* W.  M. 

Ed  H.  Robinson W.  M. 

j  M.  L  Ciiatl* W  M. 

Ic.  R.  Ilge>* S.W. 

P.  C.  Candidas* W  M. 

Newton  Eddings W.  M. 

Jas.  M.  Smith W.  M. 

Percy  E.  Wallace J.  W. 

Calvin  J.  Burden! W.M. 

Jno.  W.  Chapman 8.  W. 

Clifford  L.  Hare 8.  W. 

Andrew  J.  Thompson W.  M. 

Jos.  8.  McBrvde W.  M. 

William  R   Hnriy W.M. 

Emmert  J.  Smith W.  M. 

Jos  B  Bell a  W. 

W.  M.  Anthony J.  W. 

Wm.  M.  Neeiey S  W. 

Jas.  P.  Murpbey W.  M. 

Jno.  C.  Chadwick* J.  W. 

Jno.  R  Caner* W.M. 

(  W.  W.  Whiteside W.  M. 

1  Xerxes  H.  Bagley 8.  W. 

Jas.  W.  O'Hara 8.  W. 

Henry  C.  Di^mukes W.  M. 

Jos.  L  Granb-rry 8  W. 

f  Jas.  K  Kendall W.M. 

1  F.  M.  Has?ell 8.  W. 

Turner  J.  Bates W.  M. 

A.  J.  Armstrong W.  M. 

A.  B.  Curtis* W.  M. 

R.  M.  Murchison J.  W. 

CiareoceS  Tompkins W.  M. 

E.  L  Strickland 8.  W. 

J.  D.  Elder W.  M. 

8am»l  H.  Da^ley W.'M. 

W.  L.  Johnson W.  M. 

f  Ely  Haney W.  M. 

(  Henrv  J.  Dupree J  W. 

SamM  G.Todd '. W.  M. 

Oliver  P.  Looney S.  W. 

Geo.  W.  Jackson W.  M. 

B.  Dixon  Armstrong W.  M. 
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28L 

^rroxiit. 

Andrew  Jackson < 

Orion^.. j 

DeSotoville 

Mt.  Hilliard 

BranHidg^ 

Mt.  Ea^le 

Cataula 

Clintonville 

Tombighee 

Brush  Creek 

H'^p»»well 

HillHbee 

Caledonia 

Kll'jjec { 

S^lacausra 

Elkmont 

Aiexundria 

Manball 

Sam  Dixon I 

Tensaw 

Mc.  Oarmei 

Loatsville | 

Santa  Pa 

Jmies  Pisno 

Dalian 

S*>pul|<a 

QadtKien 

Bowen 

Coosa \ 

Ramer 

Oawdon 

Joh.i  Payue 

Harrison 

Sed(1on j 

Lnwrence 

Amand 

Quitman 

Eivln 

Talladega j 

Walnnt  Grove 

Mnridian 

Forest  Home 

Pea  River j 

Arlinfifton 

Ltrkinsville 

Northern 

SprlnvviPe 

Chaa.  Baskerviiie 


Charlos  R.  Westcott W.  M 

Geo.  R  Boyd  6  W 

Henry  H.  Matthews J.  W 

8.  .T.  Townsend W.  M 

J.  F.  Briirhtweil 8.  W 

Wm.  A  Brown W   M 

E.  M.  McCreUfrs W.  M 

Calvin  M'  8wean W.  M 

John  L  Shepherd J.  W 

James  T.  Grwn W.  M 

Hiram  D.Ooynes «8  W 

Ch»rlP8  B.  Whi.tieid W.  M 

J.  T.  Y^agpr* W.  M 

Joseph  Rutland J.  W 

Francis  M.  Partridge W.  M 

Eiward  F.  TutUe W.M 

M.  D.  Hornaby W.M 

J.  A    Kent J.  W 

Green  M.  Sorrel! W.M 

John  W.  Bridyforth W.  M 

T   H.  Martin* J.  W 

Wm   L  ThomasoD W.M 

John  8   Blair W.  M 

Janes  H  Reeves*. a  W 

Wm.  H.  To'in* W.  M 

Geo.  8.  Morrison* W.M 

rhas.  Capel W.  M 

a.  J.  Caraw-y  a  W 

Thoaias  J.  Prim* W.  M 

Wm.  A.  Arnold W.M 

E  T.  Graham 8,  W 

Daniel  D.  B-nueit W   M 

B.  F  Po  f * W.  M 

Chas.  H.  Kohl W  M 

A.  H   Huff. W.  M 

Jam  s  P.   Aran  * 8.  W 

Geo.  W.  BfSOM J    W 

Go.  T  Turniise-cl W.  M 

Jam^sH  8lirin«»r W.  M 

Moe^  A.  Taireirt  W   M 

Richard  D  Windham W.M 

Jnmes*  D.  Trus- W.  M 

Heiry  G  <Vump 8.  W, 

W   L.  MrG-e W.  M 

Elliiitt  E    Es  es W.  M 

Henry  Ge*>rs W  M 

JampM  W.  DavJH W   M 

[^•wisJ  WiiiLhr W  M 

Wm   J.  Rhories* *».  W 

JpHseE   Mnrphree W.  M 

Wm.  T.  Green W.  M, 

RufusG.  Shankc W  M, 

Andrew  J   Wi-^*,  Jr W.  M 

Daniel  W  Clark S  W, 

J  T   Sanson* J.  W 

W.  B  Sheffield* W.  M. 

A  J.  Hrtrpei* W.  M. 

NathiniH  Wbitaker 8  W, 

Baiil  M.  Hill W   M, 

Terrei  N.  Reeae W.  M. 
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286 
287 
290 

291 

301 

305 
329 
331 
361 
363 
357 
359 
361 
364 
368 
369 
371 
373 

378 

379 
38U 
381 

383 

384 

390 

392 

397 
398 
400 
4<-3 
408 
409 

410 

411 

412 
413 
416 
417 
423 

425 

428 

429 

430 
436 
437 

438 


Georgiana 

Glioton 

Gillespie 

Fort  Deposit 

Norris 

Central  City 

Madison  Station 

Charity 

Wilson  Williams 

Rock  Mills 

Ratledge 

Scottsboro 

Town  Creek. 

Pleasant  Site 

Piedmont  Fraternal... 

Athelstan , 

Russellville 

Bell's  Landing 

Weogufka 

Robert  E .  Lee 

Obatcbee 

E.  H.Cook 

Attalla 

Birmingham  Fratem'l 

Weathers 

Hickory  Flat 

Black  Oak 

Hartselle 

Hanceville 

Childersburg 

Hill>boro 

Pondtown  , 

Helena 

Jemison 

Amberson 

Hi^h  Shoals 

Oik  Level 

George  Smith 

Clanton 

Temple 

Bell  Green 

Milo  Abercrombie 

Albertyiile 

Ware 

Fort  Payne 

Headland  


D.  T.  Sellers* 8.  W. 

John  F.  Lewis W.  M. 

Freeman  8  Jenkins W.  M. 

J  J.  F.  Hatfemer W.  M. 

]  B.  H.  Harbin* S.  W. 

(John  B.  O'Bannon W.  M. 

(  E.  P.  Lovelace 8.  W. 

Francis  L.  Pettus* W.M. 

Wm.  T.  Gamer 8.  W. 

John  C.  Hicks W.  M. 

James  T.  Freeman J-  W. 

Isaac  Burden W.  M. 

M.  W.  Rashton W.  M. 

Samuel  W.  Tate W.  M. 

Reese  B.  Porter* W.  M. 

James  T.  Bolding W.  M. 

Thomas  P.  Savage* W.  M. 

Henry  A.Lowe 8.  W. 

John  M  Tubbs W.  M. 

W.  M.  HesMe W.  M. 

(  Chas.  M.  Martin W.  M. 

(  James  T.  Nelson 8.  W. 

David  C.Sims W.  M. 

James  A.  C.  Dickey   J.  W. 

James  O.  Danebv W.  M. 

(James  W.  Penn* W.  M. 

(Jasper  H.  Dobbins J.  W. 

James  A.  Downey W.  M. 

(Samuel  W.  Walker* W.  M. 

I  A.  W.  Walker* 8.  W. 

(  Nathan  L.  Littlefleld W.  M. 

(  James  L  Gross 8.  W. 

Levy  B.  I>ackey W.  M. 

Robert  Sabatka W.  M. 

Felix  A.Gillespie W.  M. 

John  A.  Baits J.  W. 

M.  G.  Dalashaw* W.  M. 

Eiisha  C.  Chiids W.  M. 

j  John  Bishop 8.  W. 

}L  J.  Bras^well J.  W. 

(  Alexander  Glasscock W.  M. 

\  T.  J.  Hubbard* 8.  W. 

(G.  O  Freeman* J  W. 

Wm.  H.  Burnett W.  M. 

Newton  L.  Shellnnt W.  M. 

Daniel  W.  Gray W.  M. 

IraG.  Smith W.  M. 

B.  H.  Chestnut W.  M. 

j  James  O.  Bailey W.  M. 

1  Belton  Mickle* 8.  W. 

Wm.  R.  Petrie 8.  W. 

(John  8.  LiKhtfoot W.  M. 

<  Louis  A.  Lyon ...8.  W. 

(James  L  Boyd J.  W. 

Wm.  T.  Smith W.  M. 

John  T.  Adcock 8.  W. 

John  L.  White W.  M. 

(Drewry  W.  Smith W.  M. 

\  Mathew  Kirkland 8.  W. 

(  Dempsey  Hodges J.  W. 


'Proxies. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Juris- 
diction, commenced  its  Seventy-fifth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  at  7:30  o'clock, 
the  third  day  of  December,  1895,  A.  L.  5895. 

PRESENT. 


James  A.  Bilbbo Depaty  OraDd  Master,  PreaicliDg. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Senior  Qrand  Warden. 

Russell  M.  Cunningham Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  H.  Dinglet Grand  Treasurer. 

H.Clay  Akm«trono Grand  Secretary. 

David  W.  McIyeb Grand  Marshal. 

William  C.  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

Henry  H.  Matthews Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

William  A.  Arnold Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Harry  a.  Lowe Senior  Gi and  Steward. 

J.  Kahn Junior  Grand  Steward. 

Charles  A.  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Palmer  J  Pillans Past  Grand  Master. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Past  Grand  Master. 

H.  C.  Tompkins Past  Grand  Master. 

Jno  G.  Harris Past  Grand  Master. 

Henry  H.  Brown ^ PdSt  Grand  Master. 

George  M  Morrow Past  Grand  Master. 

FRA^CI8  L.  Pettus Past  Grand  Master. 

James  M.  Brundidgb Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
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442  Bethlehem .lohu  N.Siiup»ou W.  M 

443  Annif^ton Geo.  T.  Aiideraon W.  M 

444  Ail&borougd Ddvid  B.  Hall W.  K 

445  Calera A.J   Powern W.  M 

440  L-ed» J    M   A<1kins» W    .M 

447  Taylor IsiacHinson W.  M 

448  CoalbQPg  Will.  A  kew W.  M 

j  R«)b-rt  F.  Lovelady W.  M 

ioO    Florida. ,  Par  Fehon,  Jr 8.  W 

(Joseph  H.  Tidmore  J.  W 

451     S»ale H  T.  Bonton  J.  W 

J52    Dolomiie S«iuu»*l  R  Glasgow W.  M 

4.>4     Lee JncobKahn W.  M 

{^}    Sim  Thompson B.  M  Sharitt W.  M 

457  Harris Geo.  W  HHrnnp? 8  W 

458  Bessemer K.  J.  Ratcliir. J.  W 

u.*^„  Tj^„,^  I  Thomas  H   Howie W.  M 

Hardy  Howie ^^  Albert  U  Stephens* J.  W 

irj\    ir:.«<*Qr.i/>»»»»  '  Benjamin  M  Jdcob" .*.  W.  M 

m    King  Solomon -^  <:okman  Bioch J.  W 

IGl     Ben  Sims Dolphiia  L.  Clayton 8.  W 

,pc    n.i,«-«  I  James  M.  Tulibs W.  M 

\b5    Oikmsn ■  y^  j.    h„^^.  » g  ^ 

HJG    Dothan  VVni  J.  Baxliy W.  M 

4fX    Bethsny M.  W.  Crav*  * W.  M 

m)    Enterprise Wenley  B.  Kyle W.  M 

1-1     \r^^   *  ii'-iii  '  Jair.es  C.  Wo"d W.  M 

4.1    Mount  Willing ,  ^    ^  Cowman* R.  W 

473    Stanton Wm.J  Kudilitk W.  M 


(5!) 


•'  178 

•■  477 

"  478 

"  47y 

"  480 

'■  4^3 

••  4S1 

■   4  s;) 

rBeij   F.J.>nfa W    M 

<  JrtiiM 


474    Blocton -^  Jrtni*-«T.  Reed S  W 

(  Frank  Hillmaii* J.  W 

l.o    Deatsville |  ^^.^^^^^  p  j^..^^^^ ^  ^ 

Avoi,dale Th»»m-8  G    (^aiu* W.  jC 

Renfroe Archibid  HendrickH W.  M 

Gain  Thomas  J   ScirinuHeld W.  M 

Rock  Springs G-*o»ge  W.  N»*wmnn W.  M 

t.isti.ake ijnhii  H.  F.nrh* 8  W 

Ddvin  Fraternal  Wm   Driininionds    W.  M 

l^bantni Ddniel  M    Knylor W.  M 

Monroe Wm.  J.  Mcrants W.  M 

1  Jnlin  A.  Armstrong W.  M 

4S8     Luverne I  J    H  <'owari» S.  W 

(  J^ani  Rtibena'eiij  J.  W 

IM)     BurntOorn (Thomas  A.  Nef.|e.s» 8   W 

I'M     New  Deratur Wm.  K  Sxefgs* W.  M 

l'«J     Wyian John  M.  Unsbell W.  M 

IH'.     M'.Pinson M.  T   Branham W   M 

l!«7    Snnnv  Himtt) Si>lomt»n  Jj.  Strickland W.  M 

l^'!i    Cleveland Kli  Foiis* W.  M 

-,,.,    /'^ii„,^ii  I  LuthH  L   Herron* W.  M 

.".•'»  MidJard  Citv John  W   G.idwin  S.  W, 

.•5  Tennessee   River 1   ('.  ILirrb*   W.  M, 

-,.,.  ,        ,1  J  FhmI  Bin  k^r W.  M 

•""»  ^'om\B]^ [  ,,   Manning' 8.  W 

.•^•^    Mt.  Signal Joseph  C.  Collins JS.  W, 


Fio2lC». 
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509 
511 
512 
513 
516 
517 
519 


521 
523 
526 

527 

528 


536 

637 
538 
5:59 
540 
541 
542 
54H 
544 
545 
546 


Brook  wood... 

JoboB 

OuDDingbam. 

Morrow 

Magnolia 

Edsc  B^nd .... 
Howiit. 


520    W.  F.  Aldrich. 


Gurley 

Almond 

Hackleburg. 

Middleton .. 

Charlton 


{ 


529    Barnes'  Gross  Roads. 


530  Miles  J.  Green. 

531  Muscadine 

533    Wbilfi^ld 

5^4  Bozeman 


Spring  Hill 

Eoon 

Kemitip 

Wewona 

Searighf 

MoQiit  Union 

Mount  Zf*u 

Brif'g'-p  »rt 

U  Ciay  A'tusMoni; 

H.  C.  Tompkins 

Boaz 


Miles  P.  Me-ler «.  W. 

Wm  B.Djwell W.  M. 

David  Alexander.. W.  M. 

M.  A.  Ponder 8  \V. 

Thomas  8.  Crowder W.  M. 

G.  Thomas  Wallace 8  W. 

Jerry  M.  Foantain W.  M. 

Tbomas  J.  Hoi*kins W.  M. 

8  8.  Halhroc.k* S.  W. 

John  W.  Grayson* W.  M. 

JaraosH  CleKg 8.  W. 

W.  W.  Frederitk 8.  W. 

Wro.  W  Gulledg** W.  M. 

W.  H  Nunnelly* 8  W. 

Henry  R.  Jernixan W.  M. 

H-nry  A  Ethridge W  M. 

Wm  P.  Causev 8.  W. 

Liftleberry  J.  Hiley W.  M. 

J.  N.  Miruick W.  M. 

Brvan  W.  Whiifieid W.  M. 

J.  >*.  Bowerb* W.  M. 

Wm  H   Wihon W.  M. 

Richard  L  Gibson 8   W. 

Cha«.  R.  McNeil W.  M. 

W.  H  Chanpel W   M. 

John  W  He^cocn* W.  M. 

John  0.  McCreless W   M. 

Ohas.  P.  r).v*8 8   W. 

John  H.  Kitchens W.  M. 

J.ihn  M   tiarnt'T W.  M. 

ChaM.  W.  Oav  8 W.  M. 

Hugh  M.  C/irtey W.  M 

DAVid  A.  Mortou W   M. 


♦Proxies. 


The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample 
Form  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Prayer  by  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  R.'.  W.-.  Deputy  Grand  Master  announced  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  that  the  M.-.W.-.  Grand  Master  would 
be  unable  to  reach  the  city  before  to-morrow  morning, 
because  of  delayed  railroad  trains. 

GRAND    OFFICERS    MAKE    REPORTS. 


The  Grand  Treasurer,  R.-.  W.*.  Wm.  H.  Dingley,  sub- 
mitted his  Annual  Report,  which  was  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
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The  Grand  JSecretary,  R.-.  W,-.  H.  Clay  Armfttrong, 
submitted  his  Annual  Keport,  which  was  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


The  R.-.  W, 
the  following 


(See  Exhibits  B.  and  C.) 
Deputy  Grand  Master  then  announced 

COMMITTEES: 


ON    DISPENSATIONS,    NO.    I. 


Louis  Bloch, 
H.  C.  Dismukes, 


Louis  J.  Adler. 


Wm.  L.   ThomasoD, 
Saml.  G.  Woolf, 


ON   DISPENSATIONS,    NO.    2. 


Mason  B.  Shelton, 
C.  L.  Hare, 


W.  J.  Ruddick, 
Clarence  Grove, 


Jas.  M.  Smith. 


ON    BY-LAWS. 


H.  A.  Shields, 
B.  T.  Cockrell, 


Jas.  D.  Truss, 
A.  }.  Thompson, 


J.  S.  McBride. 

ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 


B.  W.Whitfield, 
J.  W.  Grayson, 


L.J    Wright, 

A.  I.  Armstrong:, 


G.  W.  Sorrell. 


ON    FINANCE. 


Wm.  S.  Foster,        Benj.  M.  Jacobs,         Benj.  F.  Pope. 


ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 


Jno.  B.  O'Bannon,        J.  M.  Simpson,        Isaac  Hinson. 

ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS  AND  APPEALS 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory,  S.  W.  Tate,  W.  W.  Whiteside. 


1885] 


GRAND  LODOE  OF  ALABAMA. 


11 


ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 


Henry  C.  Tompkins, 
S.    H.  Dailey. 


M.  L.  Long. 


A.  D.  Say  re, 
J.  F.  Hattemer, 


A.  M.  Scott, 

R.  M.  Cunningham, 


ON  WORK. 


W.  W.  Daffin. 


R.  J.  Redden, 
W.  W.  McCollum. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Al.-.  W.-.  Brother  P.  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  submitted  his  Annual 
Report,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

(See  Appendix.) 

NEW  ZEALAND. 


M.-.  W.'.  Bro.  P.  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Af.  \    fV.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  have  from  time  to  time  de- 
ferred Report  on  the  Application  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zea- 
land for  recognition,  that  it  might  be  placed  in  possession  of  facts 
on  which  to  base  a  sound  opinion.  From  the  la>t  Report  of  its  An- 
nual Proceedings  of  April,  1895,  we  learn  that  having  now  been  in 
existence  five  years,  and  with  a  roll  of  Lodges  numbering  102,  it  is 
a  source  of  strength  to  symbolic  Masonry  within  the  colony;  your 
Committee  thinks  that  the  time  has  arrived,  for  recognition  of  our 
distant  brethren  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  clear  that  Masonry  is 
growing  stronger  under  the  influence  of  independent  rule  and  the 
conditionof  the  benevolent  fund,  and  its  use  demonstrate  that  the 
brethren  are  active  in  well  doing.    Wherefore,  be  it 
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Resohed^  That  the  M.*.  VV.  *.  Grand  Lodf^e  oi  Alabama  extends 
lo  the  M.\  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  her  warmest  greetings 
of  brotherly  love,  and  wishes  her  God-speed  in  the  good  work. 

hesolzed^  aho^  That  an  exchange  of  Representatives  be  invited. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

P.  J.    PlLLANS, 

Chairman. 
PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  K.'.  W.-.  GraiMJ  Secretary  made  Report  on  the 
Proposed  Amendments,  winch  were  as  follows: 

Section   I — Art.  III. 

That  Sec.  1,  Art.  III.  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodg^e,  re- 
luting  to  the  eligibility  of  Grand  Master,  be  amended  so  as  to  read, 

**one  year**  instead  of  ** two  years.** 

Section  14— Art.  VI. 

That  Sec.  14  of  Art.  VI.  be  amended  to  read  as  follows:  Sec.  14, 
**Thc  fee  for  initiating  a  Candidate  in  the  First  Degree  of  Masonry 
shall  not  be  less  than  Ttn  Dollars;  for  the  Second  Degree,  Four 
Dullars;  and  for  the  Third  Degree,  Six  Dollars.  Prcvided^  That  any 
Lodge  shall  be  authori7.\d  to  confer  any  or  all  of  those  Degrees 
gratuitously  upon  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  who  are^ctively  engaged 
in  the  exercise  ot  their  ministerial  functions 

Section  21— Art.  VI. 

That  the  words  "fifty  cents,"  in  Sec.  21  of  Art.  VI,  be  changed  to 
read  "one  dollar.''  [Should  this  amendment  be  adopted,  one-half 
the  money  collected  will  be  appropriated  to  the  founding  and  main- 
tainiii^i^.a  Masonic  Home.] 

The  number  of*  Lodges  voting  in  favor  of  the  first 
annMi(lrnent  was  233.  The  number  of  Lodges  voting 
;»i:ainst  the  first  amendment  was  U8.  Number  of  Lodges 
ii()t  Voting  was  43. 

TIk*  number  of  Lodges  voting  in  favor  of  the  second 
amc'iulnient  was  U)7.  The  number  of  Lodges  voting 
litrainst  was  134. 
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The  number  of  LodgeB  voting  in  favor  of  the  third 
amendment  was  104.  The  number  of  Lodges  voting 
against  was  228. 

The  number  of  chartered  Lodges  now  working  in 
obedience  to  this  Grand  Lodge  is  374.  Number 
necessary  to  carry  proposed  amendments  250. 

It  will  thus  bo  seen  that  neither  amendment  has  se- 
cured the  approval  of  two-third!^  of  the  chartered  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  as  required 
by  the  Constitution,  and  all  have,  therefore,  failed  of 
adoption. 

Whereupon  the  R.-.  W.-.  Deputy  Grand  Master  de- 
clared all  the  amendments  defeated. 

RKPORT  ON  THE  E.*.  A.-.  DEGREE. 

Bro.  Scott,  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  made  Report 
on  the  E.-.  A.-.  Degree,  which  Report  was  adopted. 

REPORT    ON    THE    h\\    C.    DEGREE. 

Bro.  Scott,  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  also  made 
Report  on  the  F.-.  C.-.  Degree,  which  Report  was 
adopted. 

RKPORT    OF    COMMirTKK   ON     SUSPENSIONS,   EX- 

I»ULSIONS  AND    APPEALS. 

Bro.  II.  S.  I).  Mallory,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Suspensions,  P^xpulsions  and  Appeals,  submitted  the 
following  Reports,  and  they  were  severally  adopted  : 

CASE  OK   ZODACK    B.    GAMBLE. 

To  the  Most  H^orshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report  in  the  matter  of  the  appeal  in 
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behalf  of  Zodack  B.  Gamble  from  the  action  of  Hillabee  Lodge, 
No.  197: 

The  proceeding's  as  returned  to  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
are  not  in  reg^ular  and  constitutional  lonn.  and  should  be  returned 
to  Hillabee  Lodge  to  be  sent  up  to  the  next  Annual  Communication 
in  proper  shipe.  The  transcript  accompanying  the  appeal  wholly 
omits  to  set  out  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications,  and  of  the 
evidence  introduced  by  the  defendant.  In  the  package  of  papers  is 
one  which  is  presumably  the  original  charge  and  specification,  and 
a  letter  which  is  presumably  that  oflered  in  evidence  by  the  appel- 
lant, but  there  is  nothing  in  the  transcript  which  identifies  eithrr  of 
them,  and  they  can  not,  of  course,  be  considered  as  parts  of  the  rec- 
ord. We  therefore  recommend  that  the  papers  be  returned  to 
Hillabee  Lodge,  No.  197,  with  instructions  to  send  the  same  up  to 
the  next  Annual  Communication  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  in  regular  and  constitutional  form.  For  the  information  of 
said  subordinate  Lodge  we  cite  Article  7  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
(}rand  Lodge,  and  the  subject  of  Trials  and  Appeals  appearing  in 
the  Masonic  Code  of  Alabama.  1893,  on  pages  86-94. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory.  Chairman. 

CASE   OP   HTNTON    E.   CARR. 
To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report: 

This  case  was  before  this  Most  Worshipful  Orand  Lodge  at  its  last 
Annual  Grand  Communication,  and  a  new  trial  was  granted  to  the 
said  Hinton  E.  Cam  and  the  case  remanded  to  Washington  Lodge. 
No.  .'U),  for  that  purpose,  it  being  considered  that  the  evidence  did 
not  warrant  the  finding  of  said  subordinate  Lodge.  Since  then  the 
new  trial  has  been  had.  and  said  appellant  found  guilty  on  each 
specification  of  the  charge  against  him  and  expelled  from  the  Lodge, 
from  which  action  this  appeal  is  taken.  It  was  apparent  from  the 
records  sent  up  in  the  former  appeal,  that  the  evidence  on  behalf  of 
the  prosecution  had  not  been  fully  brought  out.  On  the  trial,  from 
which  this  appeal  is  taken,  verv  much  more  evidence  was  intro- 
duced in  support  of  the  charge  and  in  the  defense.  It  appears  that 
tiie  appellant,  Hmton  E.  Carr,  was  president  of  the  Tuscumbia 
H  inking  Company,  a  partnership,  composed  of  himself  and  his  wife; 
that  in  June,  1S98,  the  said  bank  faded  and  closed  its  doors;  that 
about  a  week  thereafter  the  s  lid  Hinton  E.  Carr  called  a  meeting  of 
the  creditors  of  said  bank  It  is  at  this  meeting;  the  first  specifica- 
tion of  the  charge  alleges  that  he  used  language  as  follows:     "I 
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want  it  understood  that  although  my  bank  has  failed,  it  (the  bank) 
has  three  dollars  of  assets  to  one  dollar  of  liabilities,  and  not  one  of 
you  shall  lose  a  cent,"  and  it  is  charged  that  this  statement  was 
false,  and  that  the  said  Carr  knew  it  to  be  false  when  uttered,  and 
the  said  specification,  which  is  numbered  **One,'*  charges  him  with 
falsehood.  On  or  about  the  day  that  this  creditors'  meeting  was  held, 
three  warrants  of  arrest  were  issued  against  the  said  Carr,  one  of 
which  was  issued  upon  the  complaint  of  G.  H.  Craig,  of  Town 
Creek,  Ala. ,  charging  the  said  Carr  with  embezzlement,  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretenses,  or  receiving  a  deposit  in  the  bank 
when  the  same  was  in  failing  condition.  He  gave  bail,  with  D.  G. 
Henderson  and  V^ .  £.  Abernathy  as  his  sureties  for  his  appearance 
before  the  magistrate  on  June  the  2olh  following,  to  answer  this 
criminal  charge.  He  forfeited  his  bail  and  became  a  fugitive  from 
justice,  and  was  subsequently  located  at  Cedar  Rapids,  in  the  State 
of  Iowa,  and  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1893,  following  his  flight,  a 
requisition  was  issued  by  the  Governor  of  Alabama  upon  the  author- 
ities of  the  State  of  Iowa  for  his  apprehension,  under  which,  on  or 
about  the  17th  of  August,  he  was  delivered  to  the  agent  of  the  State 
of  Alabama  and  brought  back  to  this  State  and  lodged  in  jiil.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  what  was  the  result  of  the  trial 
before  the  magistrate,  and  it  is  not  deemed  by  your  committee  to  be 
material  in  this  case. 

Specihcation  number  ''Two"  sets  forth  his  arrest  under  the  charge 
above  stated,  his  giving  the  appearance  bond,  his  failure  to  appear 
in  court  for  trial  and  his  flight,  and  charges  him  with  being  faithles 
and  with  fleeing  from  justice.  As  to  the  first  specification,  the  evi- 
dence shows  that  the  appellant  did  use,  at  said  creditors'  meeting, 
in  a  statement  to  them,  substantially  the  language  set  out  in  the 
specification,— that  is,  that  his  bank  had  three  dollars  of  assets  to 
one  dollar  of  liabilities,  and  that  none  of  the  creditors  should  lose  a 
cent.  One  or  more  of  the  witnesses  stated  that  the  assertion  was 
that  he  had  two  dollars  of  assets  to  one  dollar  of  liabilities.  It  re- 
mains to  be  considered  whether  the  statement  was  false,  and  if  false, 
was  it  knowingly  false  to  the  defendant  when  uttered.  It  appears 
from  the  evidence  of  several  witnesses,  among  them  the  assignee  of 
the  partnership,  that  at  the  time  this  statement  was  made,  the  said 
concern,  of  which  appellant  was  a  partner,  owed  to  depositors  in  the 
bank  about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  nominal 
assets  amounted  to  about  fourteen  thousand  dollars.  This  indebt- 
edness does  not  include  a  mortgage  for  about  ten  thousand  dollars 
on  the  bank  building  and  fixtures,  nor  was  said  bank  building  in- 
cluded in  the  statement  of  assets  by  said  witnesses.  These  assets 
realized  nothing  to  the  depositors,  and  the  bank  building  and  fixtures 
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were  sold  for  the  payment  of  the  mortg^aj^e  on  the  same.  It  is 
therefore  quite  clear  that  the  statement  of  the  appellant  was  wholly 
untrue,  for  instead  of  having  assets  of  two  or  three  to  one  to  the  lia- 
bilities of  the  bank,  which  assets,  if  said  statement  had  been  true, 
would  have  amounted  to  hetwe«*n  fifty  thousand  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  the  fact  is  that  the  concern  had  no  assets  of  any 
substantial  value.  Did  the  appellant  know  that  the  statement  was 
untrue  at  the  time  he  made  it  ?  A.  brief  history  of  the  defendant's 
business  career  in  Tuscumbia,  taken  from  his  own  evidence  on  the 
trial  of  said  cause,  will  be  g^iven. 

He  states  that  he  came  to  Tuscumbia  in  1887  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing;:  a  national  bank.  It  appears  that  he  had  no  capital,  and 
his  plan  was  that  the  capital  of  the  bnnk  was  to  be  borrowed  from 
the  Walker  County  Bank,  with  which  he  was  connected,  and  from 
certain  private  individuals.  Not  succeeding  in  this  plan,  being 
frustrated,  as  he  states,  by  the  breaking  out  of  yellow  fever  at  De* 
catur,  he  and  his  brothers-in-law  and  another  person,  opened  a 
bank,  intending  to  gttthe  people  of  Tuscumbia  interested  in  effect* 
ing  a  permanent  national  bank.  His  efforts  to  do  this  failed,  and 
the  personnel  of  the  bank  was  changed  from  time  to  time  until  he 
became  the  sole  member.  About  this  time  he  was  sued  as  indorser 
upon  a  four-thousand  dollar  note,  and  judgment  was  rendered 
against  him.  He  say*:,  using  his  language,  "Before  ihis  judgment 
was  rendered,  I  was  apprehensive  that  possibly  I  might  have  il  to 
pay,  and  in  consulting  with  my  attorneys,  1  decided  in  the  event,  to 
put  the  matter  in  such  a  shape  as  to  be  able  to  dictate  terms  to 
Bamberger,  Bloom  &  Co  ,  (the  partitas  suing  him).  The  thing  todo 
was  to  form  a  partnership  with  my  wife  and  let  the  deposits  repre- 
sent the  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  mentioned  in  the  contract, 
subsequently  mentioned.  After  I  had  decided  to  pay  off  this  claim, 
I  drew  up  a  new  article  of  agreement,  stating  and  setting  out  that 
"we  were  both  equally  liable  to  our  creditors."  A  copy  of  the  arti- 
cles of  partnership  between  him  and  his  wife  is  in  the  transcript  sent 
up,  the  third  article  of  which  is  in  the  following  language:  "The 
capital  of  said  co-partnership  shall  consist  of  twenty-seven  thousand 
duIUrs,  of  which  amount  Emma  Carr  furnishes  the  entire."  This 
so-called  capital  was  in  fact  a  debt  of  the  partnership  due  to  its  de- 
positors. It  thus  appears  that  as  far  back  as  181K),  the  date  of  this 
partnership  agreement,  the  concern  was  without  any  cnpital  of  ac- 
count, and  were  doing  business  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  upon  the 
deposits  of  its  patrons,  and  evidently  its  condition  had  not  improved 
iit  the  time  the  concern  failed  in  1808.  The  appellant  claims  that 
at  the  time  he  made  the  aforesaid  statement  he  had  assets  as  fol- 
lows:   Six  thousand  dollars  paid  by  him  for  the  Tuscumbia  Ice  Co.. 
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fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  bills  receivable,  invested  in  the  bank 
building  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  in  furniture  and 
fixtures  in  the  bank  tiventy-five  hundred  dollars,  in  overchecks 
three  thousand  dollars,  in  other  assets  two  thousand  dollars,  the 
character  of  which  is  not  stated,  and  the  claim  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars security  debt  paid  by  him  to  Bamberger,  Bloom  &  Co.,  and  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars  invested  in  a  water  company's  stock.  The 
evidence  shows  that  the  bank  building  and  fixtures  were  sold  to 
pay  the  mortgage  on  them,  and  that  all  the  other  so-called  assets 
were  worthless  and  realized  nothing  to  the  creditors.  The  appel- 
lant claims  that  his  assets  were  rendered  worthless  from  the  extra- 
ordinary commercial  depression  and  panic  of  1893,  and  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  unable  to  make  arrangements  to  continue  the  busi- 
ness, but  it  is  evident  to  your  committee,  from  all  the  circumstances 
and  evidence  in  the  case,  that  ai  the  time  Hinton  E.  Carr  made  the 
statement  which  is  charged  to  have  been  knowingly  false,  his  bank 
was  hopelessly  insolvent,  that  its  alleged  assets,  however  nominally 
large,  were  of  no  substantia]  value,  and  that  these  facts  must  have 
been  known  to  him  at  the  time,  for  he  was  the  manager  of  the  busi- 
ness and  gave  to  it  his  personal  attention.  He  was  anxious  to  con- 
tinue the  business,  and  one  of  his  plans  was  that  the  depositors,  who 
were  clamoring  (or  their  money,  should  become  interested  in  the 
business  to  the  extent  of  their  claims,  thus  changing  their  relation 
from  creditors  to  part  owners  of  the  business,  and  it  is  a  fair  infer- 
ence from  the  evidence  that  this  statement  was  made  by  him  to  in- 
duce these  creditors  to  make  some  arrangement  by  which  the  busi- 
ness might  be  continued.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  said  Hinton  £.  Carr  was  guilty  of  willful  falsehood,  and  that 
specification  number  "One"  is  sustained  by  the  evidence.  Specifi- 
cation number  **  Two,*'  as  heretofore  stated,  charges  him  with  being 
faithless  and  fleeing  from  justice,  in  that  he  forfeited  his  said  bail 
and  failed  to  appear  in  court  to  answer  the  charge  against  him,  and 
fled  from  the  State  as  hereinbefore  set  out.  The  evidence  is  uncon- 
tradicted that  a  warrant  of  arrest  against  him  was  issued  on  a  com- 
plaint charging  him  with  embezzlement,  obtaining  money  under 
false  pretenses,  or  receiving  money  on  deposit  in  the  bank  knowing 
the  bank  to  be  insolvent,  that  he  gave  bond  for  his  appearance,  and 
that  before  the  'day  of  his  trial  he  fled  from  the  State  and  was 
brought  back  and  placed  in  jail  in  Colbert  county,  a  requisition  hav- 
ing been  issued  by  the  Governor  of  this  State  for  his  apprehension. 
The  appellant  states  in  extenuation  of  this  conduct  that  his  creditors 
were  clamoring  for  their  money,  and  that  he  feared  that  other  war- 
rants of  arrest  would  be  issued  against  him,  and  that  some  of  his 
friends  advised  him  to  flee. 
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His,  at  best,  is  but  a  poor  excuse  for  one  who,  if  innocent  and 
conscious  of  no  wrong,  could  have  called  to  his  aid  his  brother  Mas- 
ter Masons  to  shield  him  from  injustice. 

No  explanation  of  his  conduct  consistent  with  common  honesty 
and  manhood  can  well  be  offered. 

His  flight  from  justice  became  a  matter  of  common  notoriety  in 
that  community,  and  of  scandal  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

We  therefore  have  to  report  that  the  evidence  sustains  the  charges 
against  him,  and  that  the  action  of  Washington  Lodge,  No.  86,  in 
finding  him  guilty,  and  both  specifications  and  expelling  him  from 
the  Lodge  should  be  sustained. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory, 
Chairman. 

GITRLEY    LODGE,    NO.    521. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Grayson  offered  the  following  reBolution, 
which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  od 
Finance: 

Whbrbas,  When  Gurley  Lodge,  No.  621,  petitioned  the  Grand 
Lodge,  at  its  last  session,  to  consolidate  Maysville  Lodge,  No.  168, 
with  said  Gurley  Lodge,  the  said  Gurley  Lodge  did  not  then  know 
that  the  said  Maysville  Lodge  was  due  the  Grand  Lodge  the  sum  of 
nineteen  dollars  ($19.00);  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  one-half  of  said  dues  be  remitted. 

After  prayer  by  the  K.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment, until  9  o'clock  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday  Morning,  December  4,  1895. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  9  o'clock. 

M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master  Geo.  P.  Harrison,  presiding, 
and  other  Grand  Officers  at  their  respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  (Chap- 
lain. 

The  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual 
Address,  as  follows: 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

I  welcome  you  to  another  Annual  Communication  of  the  "Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction." 

Since  we  last  met,  another  year, with  its  changes  and  vicissitudes, 
its  pleasures  and  its  sorrows,  has  passed  and  gone.  Depression 
and  suffering  have  marked  the  industrial  and  commercial  world. 
Yet  Almighty  God  has  been  generously  kind  to  us  as  an  Order.  No 
epidemic  or  plague  has  cast  its  shadow  and  pall  over  us,  and  the 
Grim  Monster  has  thinned  our  ranks  but  slightly.  Everything  Ma- 
sonic is  peaceful  and  prosperous;  we  are  growing  both  in  numbers 
and  in  good  works,  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  moral  standard  ot 
Masonry  is  being  elevated. 

In  manifestation  of  our  gratitude  for  the  many  blessings  we  have 
enjoyed,  and  in  remembrance  of  one  of  the  first  lessons  taught  us  in 
Masonry,  let  us  with  grateful  hearts  render  thanks  unto  our  Supreme 
Grand  Master  for  bis  watchful  care  over  the  Craft,  and  ask  him  to 
give  us  that  wisdom  and  strength  so  essentially  necessary  to  ensure 
success  in  the  labor  in  which  we  are  about  to  engage. 

The  following  synopsis  of  my  doings  as  Grand  Master,  is  respect- 
fully submitted: 


^d 


JO  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [18«V 

DECISIONS. 

(1)  That  when  a  petition  to  be  restored  to  the  rights  and  privi 
leges  of  Masonry  is  read  in  open  Lodge  at  a  regular  Communica- 
tion, the  Worshipful  Master  should  fix  a  day  for  action  by  the 
Lodge,  which  must  be  at  some  regular  Communication,  and  order 
the  Secretary  to  notify  the  entire  membership;  and,  at  the  meeting, 
a  majority  of  the  membership  of  the  Lodge  must  be  present,  and 
two-thirds  of  that  number  must  vote  affirmatively  for  the  restoration 
of  the  applicant  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.  This  be- 
ing done,  the  Secretary  should  make  a  Certificate  of  the  action  of 
the  Lodge,  and  give  it  to  the  Brother.  Such  Certificate  has  the 
form  and  effect  of  a  Dimit,  and  with  it  a  Brother  may  petition  for 
membership  in  a  Lodge.  When  such  Certificate  is  presented  to  a 
Lodge,  it  is  treated  in  all  respects  as  a  Dimit  You  will  bear  in 
mind  that  restoration  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  does 
not  restore  to  Lodge  membership;  to  obtain  which  the  petitioner 
must  proceed  regularly  by  petition,  which  is  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee. 

(2)  That  the  Grand  Master  has  no  right  to  grant  a  Dispensation 
to  till  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master  while  either  the 
Senior  or  Junior  Warden's  station  is  filled  by  a  duly  elected  and  in- 
stalled officer. 

(.'{)  That  to  entitle  a  profane  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry in  his  State,  he  must  have  been  a  resident  thereof  for  twelve 
months  prior  to  the  filing  of  his  petition. 

( t)  That  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  may  preside  at  a  trial,  though  he 
preferred  the  charges.  But,  if  he  actively  engages  in  or  conducts 
the  prosecution,  he  fannot  preside,  and  must  retire  when  the  vote 
is  being  taken. 

(o)  That  in  all  cases  of  the  absence  of  the  Worshipful  Master 
from  any  regular  or  special  Communication  of  any  Lodge,  the  offi- 
cer present  highest  in  rank  shall  preside,  unless,  through  courtesy, 
said  officer  shall  decline  in  favor  of  a  Pa.st  Superior  Officer. 

((i)  That  it  is  an  established  principle  of  Law,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  extends  to  Masonic  jurisprudence  as  well,  that  it  is  wrong 
to  do  indirectly  anything  which  the  law  directly  prohibits.  Our 
Constitution  prohibits  the  granting  of  any  credit  for  fees  required 
for  initiation,  passing  or  raising.  To  immediately  loan  these  fees  to 
A  candidate  after  having  received  them  from  him,  if  done  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  him  credit,  or  giving  him  time  to  pay  the 
same,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  violation  of  Section  15,  Article  B, 
of  the  Constitution. 
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(7)  That  when  a  dimitted  Mason  dies,  pending  his  application 
for  affiliation  with  a  Lodge,  his  death  abates  the  application . 

(8)  That  it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  the  duty,  of  any  Master  Ma- 
son to  prefer  charges  against  a  Brother  Master  Mason  whom  he 
knows  to  be  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct. 

(9)  That  it  is  not  permissible,  under  Masonic  Law,  for  a  Masonic 
Lodge  conducting  Memorial  Services  as  such  to  honor  the  graves  of 
deceased  Masons  who  at  the  time  of  their  death  were  suspended  tor 
non-payment  of  dues,  or  who  had  voluntarily  dimitted,  unless  the 
latter  fall  within  the  exceptions  provided  for  on  p.  78  of  the  Masonic 
Code  of  1893,  Section  4,  which  prescribes  the  conditions  under 
which  non-affiliates  may  receive  Masonic  burial. 

(10)  A  Brother  was  initiated  and  passed,  and  duly  elected  to  re- 
ceive the  Third  Degree  in  Masonry,  but  failed  to  present  himself  to 
be  raised  until  fifteen  years  afterwards.  Held,  that  with  the  unani- 
mou.<:  consent  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge  present  at  a  regular 
Communication,  the  Master's  Degree  might  be  conferred  upon  him. 

(11)  Held  that  the  organization  of  County  Conferences,  under 
Resolutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  that  subject,  is  confined  to  the 
Lodges  in  the  County. 

(12)  A  profane  applies  for  initiation;  a  ballot  is  taken,  and  he  is 
rejected  at  a  regular  Communication.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained 
that  six  or  eight  of  the  members  voted  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  another  man  by  the  same  name.  Held  that  the  proper  course 
for  the  applicant  to  pursue  was  to  make  another  application. 

(13)  Held  that  the  consolidation  of  two  Lodges  confers  all  the 
rights  and  powers  that  the  two  former  Lodges  had  in  the  new 
Lodge,  and  preserves,  intact,  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
membership  of  the  two  Lodges;  and  that  members  of  either  of  the 
old  Lodges  who  have  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  may 
be  reinstated  by  the  payment  thereof  to  the  new  Lodge. 

(14)  Held  that  the  expression,  "Actively  engaged,"  when  used 
in  connection  with  conferring  Degrees  gratuitously  upon  Ministers 
of  the  Gospel,  means  one  who  pursues  the  calling  as  hij  chief  voca- 
tion, such  as  the  Pastor  of  a  Church,  Parish,  District,  etc.,  but  one 
whose  chief  business  is  something  else,  or  who  only  preaches  occa- 
sionally, is  not  exempt  from  the  payment  of  dues  to  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

(15)  Held  that  the  former  edict  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  found  in 
Section  62,  p.  50,  of  the  Code,  which  declares  the  anniversaries  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist  and  St.  John  the  Evangelist  to  be  days  of  festi- 
vals, installations  and  celebrations,  and  Subordinate  Lodges  should 
not  confer  Degrees  nor  transact  Lodge  business  on  those  days,  re- 
fers to  Communications  held  on  those  days  other  than  Regular 
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Communications  fixed  by  the  By-Laws  of  the  Lodge,  and  that  when 
a  Regular  Communication  of  a  Lodge  falls  on  one  of  those  days* 
said  Communication  could  be  held  on  that  day,  and  that  at  such 
Communication  the  Lodge  could  transact  any  and  all  business  that 
it  would  be  proper  for  it  to  transact  at  any  other  Regular  Communi- 
cation. 

(16)  Held  that  a  Subordinate  Lodge  has  the  right  to  elect  any 
member  thereof,  who  has  filled  the  station  of  Warden,  to  the  office 
of  Worshipful  Master;  the  fact  of  a  Brother's  being  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  cuts  no  figure  in  the  matter.  If  he  has  filled  the.  station  of 
Warden,  he  is  eligible;  otherwise,  not. 

(17)  Held  that  a  Fellow  Craft  with  Certificate  of  dismissal,  de- 
siring to  t>e  advanced  by  another  Lodge,  should  petition  the  same, 
and  that  such  petition  should  be  treated  and  acted  upon  by  such 
Lodge  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  petitioner  was  a  dimitted  Mas- 
ter Mason. 

(18)  Held  that  any  number  o^  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  have 
the  right  to  meet  at  the  Hall  of  one  of  said  Lodges,  and  have  the 
officers  of  the  several  Lodges  publicly  installed;  and  in  doing  so,  to 
form  procession  and  have  a  general  Fourth  of  July  Celebration, 
without  any  Dispensation. 

(19)  A  Brother  was  made  a  Mason  by  an  army  Lodge  in  Utah 
before  the  late  war.  That  Lodge  was  disbanded.  He  never  ob- 
tained a  Dimit.  He  wished  to  afiiliate  with  a  Lodge  insthis  Juris- 
diction. Held  that  if  the  Grand  Lodge  which  had  Jurisdiction  over 
said  army  Lodge  has  any  record  evidence  of  his  status  as  a  Mason 
when  said  army  Lodge  became  defunct  and  incapable  of  granting  a 
Dimit,  then  a  Certificate  from  the  said  Grand  Lodge  that  he  was  in 
good.standing  at  that  time,  would  authorize  the  Alabama  Lodge  to 
accept  him  as  a  member.  In  other  words,  to  treat  said  Certificate 
as  a  Dimit.  If  there  be  no  proof  in  ttie  Records  of  said  Grand 
Lodge,  or  if  the  same  has  also  become  defunct,  upon  application  of 
the  petitioner,  setting  forth  the  above  facts,  and  upon  proof  of  the 
truth  of  said  statements,  and  that  he  was  in  good  standing  at  the 
time  said  army  Lodge  became  defunct,  then  such  application  should 
be  received  and  acted  upon  as  a  Dimit. 

(20)  Held  that  the  ruling  of  Past  Grand  Master  Pettus,  in  which 
he  hefd  that  it  was  not  proper  that  Masonic  burial  ceremonies  should 
be  performed  over  the  f;rave  of  a  dead  Mason  after  his  interment, 
having  been  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  the  Masonic  law  on 
this  subject. 

(21)  A  County  Conference  recommended  a  Brother  as  Lecturer 
thereof,  and  asked  me  to  appoint  him.  Held  that  no  authority  has 
as  yet  been  given  the  Grand  Master  to  make  such  appointments. 
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(22)  Held  that  the  effect  of  indefinite  suspension,  like  that  of  ex- 
pulsion, is  to  sever  the  relations  of  the  convicted  Mason  with  his 
Lodge,  and  deprive  him  of  membership  therein,  as  well  as  to  cut 
him  off  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.  That  a  restora- 
tion to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  in  the  case  of  one  sus- 
pended, does  not,  of  itself,  restore  the  suspended  Mason  to  mem- 
bership. To  do  that  requires  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members 
of  the  Lodge  at  a  Regular  Communication;  whereas  restoration  to 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  only  requires  a  two-thirds  vote. 
When  a  Lodge  declines  to  reinstate  a  Brother  to  membership,  or  he 
does'  not  apply  to  be  so  received,  he  should  be  furnished  with  a 
statement  of  the  facts  in  his  case  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  and 
the  further  fact  that,  at  a  certain  time,  he  applied  for  and  was  re- 
stored to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  which  Certificate 
will  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  Dimit,  and  furnish  him  proper  cre- 
dentials on  which  to  base  an  application  for  membership  in  any 
other  Lodge. 

(23)  A  Lodge  forfeited  its  Charter.  Several  years  afterwards  its 
Charter  was  restored,  but  during  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  of  said 
Charter,  a  member  of  said  Lodge  removed  within  the  Jurisdiction 
of  another  Lodge.  After  the  restoration  of  the  Charter  of  his  Lodge, 
he  desired  to  affiliate  with  the  Lodge  within  whose  Jurisdiction  he 
then  resided.  Held,  that  if  he  was  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of 
the  forfeiture  of  the  Charter  of  his  Lodge,  that  on  the  restoration  of 
its  Charter  he  was  still  a  member  thereof,  and  could  not  affiliate 
with  any  other  Lodge  without  having  obtained  a  Dimlt. 

(24)  Held  that  a  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  a  non-affiliated 
Mason  resides,  can  try  him  for  any  Masonic  offence  committed  within 
its  jurisdiction. 

(25)  Held  that  a  Master  Mason  would  violate  bis  obligation  in 
knowingly  having  illicit  intercourse  with  a  Master  Mason's  daughter, 
even  if  she  was  without  chastity,  and  an  attempt  to  do  so  would  be 
a  Masonic  offence. 

(26)  Held  that  when  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  has  been  suspended 
and  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Lodge  for  trial,  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  25,  Article  6,  of  the  Constitution,  such 
order  only  suspends  him  from  performing  the  duties  of  Worshipful 
Master  of  his  Lodge;  that  his  Masonic  status  is  that  of  any  other 
Mason  against  whom  charges  have  been  preferred. 

(27)  That  no  ballot  on  petition  for  initiation  can  be  taken  until 
the  expiration  of  one  month  from  the  time  of  filing  the  petition. 

(28)  That  a  dimitted  Mason  residing  in  one  Jurisdiction  may  ap- 
ply to  and  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  another,  and  is  not  required  to 
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obtain  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides, 
before  doing  so. 

(29)  On  the  5th  day  of  December,  WH,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama  consolidated  Maysville  Lodge,  No.  158,  and  Gurley 
Lodge,  No.  52L  The  Report  of  the  Committee  recommending 
this  action  was  adopted  without  condition,  and  no  action  required 
to  be  talcen  by  either  Lodge  prior  to  the  consolidation. 

Held,  that  from  the  date  of  this  action  by  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
two  ]«odges  became  one,  under  the  name  of  Gurley  Lodge,  No. 
521,  and  was  authorized  to  work  as  such.  The  membership  of  the 
two  Lodges  were  thus  merged  into  one,  and  the  members  of  the  old 
Maysville  Lodge,  No.  158,  were  as  much  members  of  the  consoli- 
dated Lodge  and  authorized  to  participate  iu  its  proceedings  as  the 
members  of  the  former  Gurley  Lodge,  and  that  the  property  of  both 
Lodges  became  the  property  of  the  consolidated  Lodge,  and  the 
consolidated  Lodge  should  a.««sume  and  pay  the  debts  of  both  old 
Lod>>  es . 

SPECIAL  DISPENSATIONS. 

On  January  15,  1895,  I  granted  special  Dispensation  to  Orion 
Lodge  No.  177,  to  remove  from  its  location  to  Harmony  Church,  it 
being  made  to  appear  that  the  interests  of  Masonry  would  be  pro* 
moted  thereby,  and  the  petition  being  signed  by  the  entire  menibei- 
ship  of  the  Lodge. 

On  January  15,  1895,  I  granted  special  Dispensation  to  Searight 
Lodge,  working  under  Dispensation,  to  elect  officers;  the  Grand 
Lodge  having  at  its  last  Annual  Communication  continued  the  Dis* 
penstition  of  the  said  Lodge  for  another  year,  and  the  petition  be- 
ing signed  by  every  officer  and  member,  it  was  thought  that  the 
best  interest  of  the  Lodge  would  be  subserved  by  granting  the 
I  )ispensation. 

On  February  8,  1S95,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Hewitt  Lodge 
No.  519,  to  remove  from  Mary  Lte  Mines  to  a  point  one  mile  north 
of  former  location.  A  majority  of  the  Lodge  joined  in  the  petition 
and  gave  cause  therein  for  such  removal. 

On  February  11,  1695,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Fort  Payne 
Lodge  No.  487,  to  confer  the  Master's  Degree  on  )uluil  A.  Jensen, 
the  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master,  J.  A.  Bilbro,  being 
present,  and  assisting  in  conferring  the  same. 

On  March  23,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Hopewell  Lodge 
No.  193.  to  remove  its  Lodge  from  Reynolds,  a  distance  of  about 
six  miles,  to  Fitzpatrick,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons  stated  in 
the  application  of  the  Lodge. 

On  April  4,  1895,  Dispensation  was  granted  to  Anniston  Lodge 
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No.  443,  to  elect  a  Junior  Warden  to  till  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  Junior  Warden-elect  from  the  State. 

On  May  7,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Bessemer  Lodge  No. 
458,  and  Jonesborough  Lodge  No.  815,  to  consolidate  under  the 
name  of  Bessemer  Lodge  No.  458,  upon  condition  that  said  Besse- 
mer Lodge  assumes  and  pays  all  dues  which  said  Jonesborough 
Lodge  No.  315,  owes  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  for  good 
and  sufficient  reasons  shown  to  me. 

On  May  10,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Oliver  Lodge  No. 
834,  to  remove  from  its  present  site,  at  Choctaw  Corner,  to  the  city 
of  Thomasville,  Ala.,  for  satisfactory  reasons  shown  to  me. 

Od  May  13, 1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  St.  Stephens  Lodge 
No.  81,  and  Johnson  Lodge  No.  337,  to  continue  work;  the  said 
Lodges  having  paid  all  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
^  On  June  29,  1895, 1  granted  Dispensation  to  Coosa  Lodge  No.  242, 
to  elect  Senior  Warden  in  place  of  Bro.  D.  J.  Smith,  who  informed 
me  that  he  would  be  unable  to  attend  the  Lodge  during  the  ensuing 
Masonic  year. 

On  June  29, 1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Chandler  Lodge  No. 
367,  to  elect  its  officers  on  first  Friday  in  July,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  practicable,  good  and  sufficient  reasons  having  been  shown  there- 
for 

On  July  1, 1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  York  Lodge  No.  211,  to 
elect  officers  at  its  next  regular  Communication,  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons  having  been  shown  therefor. 

On  {uly  4,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Livingston  Lodge  No. 
41,  to  elect  its  officers  at  its  next  regular  communication,  good  and 
sufficient  cause  having  been  shown  therefor. 

On  July  13,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Charlton  Lodge  No. 
528,  to  confer  the  Fellow-Craft  and  Master  Degrees  during  the  Ma- 
sonic Conference  of  the  Third  District. 

On  July  25, 1895,  Dispensation  was  granted  to  Royal  White  Heart 
Lodge  No.  10,  to  confer  Degrees  out  of  time,  good  reasons  having 
l)een  shown  therefor. 

On  |uly  31,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Scotsborough  Lodge 
No.  359,  to  act  upon  the  application  of  Bro.  David  Gold,  a  dimitted 
Mason,  for  affiliation  with  said  Lodge  at  its  next  regular  Communi- 
cation, good  and  sufficient  reasons  therefor  having  been  shown. 

Before  this  application  could  be  acted  on  Bro.  Gold  died.  He 
had  been  in  feeble  health  ever  since  his  dimit  was  granted.  His 
application  for  affiliation  was  pending  at  the  time  of  his  death.  On 
petition  of  the  Lodge  and  the  request  of  his  family,  I  granted  Dis- 
pensation on  August  3rd,  to  bury  him  with  Masonic  honors. 

On  3rd  September,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Cedar  Bluff 
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Ix>dge  No.  486,  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,3Kood 
and  sufficient  reasons  having  t>een  shown  therefor. 

On  September  10,  1K95,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Cedar  Blufi 
Lodge  No.  486,  to  elect  officers,  the  said  Lodge  for  good  reasons 
shown,  failed  to  elect  at  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

On  Septemt>er  19, 1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Auburn  Lodge 
No  76,  to  elect  officers,  good  and  sufficient  reasons  being  given 
for  the  failure  to  elect  at  the  time  prescrit>ed  by  law. 

On  October  5, 1895, 1  granted  Dispensation  to  the  Right  Worship- 
ful Deputy  Grand  Master.  J.  A.  Bilbro,  to  act  in  my  place  in  laying 
the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Court  House  of  Marshall  county,  at 
Guntersville,  on  the  14th  of  October,  1895. 

On  October  10, 1895, 1  granted  Dispensation  to  the  Right  Worship- 
ful Junior  Grand  Warden,  R.  M.  Cunningham,  to  act  as  my  rep- 
resentative in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Lodge  Hall  at 
Pratt  City  on  the  17th  of  October,  1895. 

On  October  23,  1895,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Rising  Virtue 
Lodge  No.  4,  to  act  on  the  application  of  Bro.  Charles  Small  wood, 
a  dimitted  Master  Mason,  for  affiliation,  at  its  regular  Communica- 
tion to  be  held  that  night,  good  and  sufficient  reasons  having  been 
shown  therefor. 

On  October  29,  18i)5,  I  granted  Dispensation  to  Ix>zohatchie 
Lodge  No.  97,  to  consolidate  with  Amberson  Lodge  No.  412,  upon 
condition  that  the  said  Amberson  Lodge  assumes  and  pays  all  dues 
and  debts  of  the  said  Lozohatchie  Lodge  No.  97,  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  both  Lodges  having  petitioned  for  the  same. 

DISPENSATIONS  FOR   NEW  LODGES. 

Dispensations  have  t>een  granted  for  the  formation  of  the  follow- 
ing new  Lodges  for  the  past  Masonic  year: 

On  January  29,  189'\  to  Bro  John  H.  Kitchens  and  nine  others  to 
organize  a  Lodge  at  Crow,  to  be  known  as  Mt.  Zion  Lodge  No.  M2. 

On  February  19,  1895,  to  Bro.  John  M.  fiarrier  and  six  others,  to 
organize  a  Lodge  at  Bridgeport,  to  be  known  as  Bridgeport  Lodge 
No.  543. 

On  April  6,  1895,  to  Bro.  Charles  W.  Davis  and  ten  others,  to 
organize  a  Lodge  at  Salitpa.  to  be  known  as  H.  Clay  Armstrong 
Lodge  No.  544. 

On  May  27,  1895,  to  Bro.  Hugh  M.  Caffey  and  six  others,  to 
organize  a  Lodge  at  Hayneville,  to  be  known  as  H.  C.  Tompkins 
Lodj^e  No.  545. 

i)n  September  10, 1895,  to  Bro.  David  A.  Martin  and  eight  others, 
to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Boaz,  to  be  known  as  Boaz  Lodge  Na  646. 
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CHARGES  AGAINST  WORSHIPFUL  MASTERS. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1895, 1  received  from  a  constitutional 
number  oi  the  members  of  Fran)cfort  Lodge  No.  275,  a  communica- 
tion under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  preferring  chSirges  against  Bro.  W. 
A.  Agee,  Worshipful  Master  of  the  said  Lodge,  whereupon  I  ap- 
pointed Bro.  Wesley  M.  Smith,  Worshipful  Master  of  Newburg 
Lodge  No.  388 ;  William  J.  Thorn,  Worshipful  Master  of  Burleson 
Lodge  No.  143,  and  fohn  H.  Black  ledge.  Worshipful  Master  of  Bel- 
green  Lodge  No.  425,  to  investigate  into  the  nature  of  the  charges, 
and  report  to  me. 

I  furnished  the  committee  a  copy  of  the  charges,  and  addressed  to 
them  the  following  letter,  to-wit: 

••A/y  Dear  Brethren: 

"I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  charges  preferred  against  Bro. 
W.  A.  Agee,  Worshipful  Master  of  Frankfort  Lodge  No.  275,  by 
five  members  of  the  said  Lodge,  as  required  by  Section  25,  Article 
VI,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I  direct  that  you  in- 
vestigate into  the  charges,  and  report  the  result  of  such  investiga- 
tion to  me  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

"The  charges,  as  preferred,  are  of  a  very  grave  and  serious  char- 
acter, and,  if  well  founded,  constitute  a  most  outrageous  offence 
against  both  moral  and  Masonic  law.  If  untrue,  it  is  due  Bro.  Agee 
that  the  fact  should  be  made  known  at  once. 

"I  am  quite  sure  that  your  zeal  for  Masonry,  and  earnest  desire  to 
preserve  its  purity  and  good  name,  will  incite  you  to  diligent  prompt- 
ness in  the  investigation  of  this  matter. 

••Fraternally  yours, 

••Geo.  p.  Harrison, 

••Grand  Master." 

The  brethren  mentioned  made  full  investigation,  and  reported  to 
me  that  Bro.  Agee  was  guilty  as  charged. 

After  duly  examining  this  report,  and  considering  the  evidence 
therewith  submitted,  I  issued  the  following  order : 

••Opelika,  Ala.,  April  6, 1895. 
••/v.  W,  A.  Agee,  WarshipftU  Master, 

Frankfort  Lodge  Ho,  21b,  A. \  F.\  «&•  A.-.  Af.\: 

••Dear  Sir  &  Brother— On  the  coming  in  of  the  report  of  the 
three  Masters  heretofore  appointed  by  me  to  investigate  into  the 
nature  of  the  charges  made  against  you  by  five  members  of  your 
Lodge,  it  is  made  to  appear  to  me  that  the  charge  of  improper  con- 
duct on  your  part  towards  a  Master  Mason's  daughter,  is  well 
founded,  and  of  a  character  to  justify  your  suspension  and  trial. 
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"This  being  my  opinion,  and  acting  under  and  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  conferred,  and  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  I  do  hereby  suspend  you 
from  all  the  rights  ai\d  privileges,  and  from  doing  or  performing  any 
of  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master  of  said 
Lodge,  and  do  hereby  summon  you  to  appear  at  the  ensuing  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  trial. 

"Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  on  the  day  above  written. 

"George  P.  Harrison, 
"Grand  Master." 

Copies  of  this  order  were  served  on  Bro.  Agee,  upon  the  brethren 
who  impeached  him,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge, 
with  instructions  to  lay  the  same  before  it  at  their  next  Communi- 
cation. 

The  report  of  the  Investigating  Committee,  and  a  copy  of  the 
charges  and  specifications,  together  with  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
committee,  and  the  correspondence  relating  thereto,  are  herewith 
attached,  marked  "Exhibit  A." 


On  the  23d  of  August,  l89o,  I  received  from  a  constitutional  num- 
ber of  members  of  Georgiana  Lodge  No.  285,  a  letter  preferring 
charges  against  Bro.  Robert  S.  Pilley,  Worshipful  Master  of  Geor- 
giana Lodge  No.  2S5,  charging  him  with  immoral  and  unmasonic 
conduct. 

I  addressed  the  following  communication  to  Dozier  B.  Bennett, 
Worshipful  Master  of  Sepulga  Lodge  No.  233;  Henry  Green,  Wor 
shipfiil  Master  of  (^)uitman  Lodge  No.  2.S4;  Philo  D.  Rigsby,  Past 
Worshipful  Master  of  Quitman  Lodge  No.  254: 

"Brkthren— Bro.  Robert  S.  Pilley,  W'orshipful  Master  of  Geor- 
giana Lodge  No.  2S5,  A.*.  F.*.  &  A.*.  M.'.,  having  been  impeached 
before  me  by  five  members  of  his  Lodge,  as  shown  by  articles  of 
impeachment  hereto  attached,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  investi- 
gate into  the  nature  of  the  charges,  and  report  to  me  the  result  of 
yuur  investigation,  together  with  such  evidence  as  you  may  take  in 
the  matter,  and  a  return  of  the  articles  of  impeachment.  Your 
prompt  attention  will  bear  testimony  of  your  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
Masonry. 

"Fraternally  yours, 

"George  P.  Harrison, 

"Grand  Master." 

The  brethren  mentioned,  after  having  made  full  investigation,  re- 
pcirted  to  me  that  the  charges  were  well  founded. 
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After  a  careful  examination  of  said  report,  and  the  testimony 
therewith  submitted,  I  issued  the  following  order,  to-wit : 

"Opelika,  Ala.,  Sept.  13,  1895. 
''Roberts,  PUUy,  Worshipful  Master^ 

Georgiana  Lodge  No.  285,  A.\  F..  &*  A.\  Af/.  \ 

"Sir  and  Brother— Having  been  impeached  by  five  members  of 
your  Lodge  for  writing  an  insulting  note  to  a  Master  Mason's  daugh- 
ter with  intent  to  violate  her  chastity,  which  charges  were  duly  re- 
ferred to  three  Worshipful  Masters,  nearest  your  Lodge,  with 
instructions  to  investigate  into  the  nature  of  the  charge  made 
against  you,  and,  on  the  coming  in  of  their  report,  it  being  made  to 
appear  to  me  that  said  charge  is  well  founded,  and  of  a  character  to 
justify  your  suspension  and  trial;  now,  therefore,  I.  Geo.  P.  Harri- 
son, as  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama, acting  under  and  by  virtue  ot  the  authority  conferred,  and 
the  duties  imposed  upon  me  as  such,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  do  hereby  suspend  you,'Robert  S.  Pilley, 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  and  prohibit  you  from  doing  or 
performing  any  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  Office  of  Worship- 
ful Master  of  said  Lodge,  and  do  hereby  summon  and  command 
you  to  be  and  appear  at  the  ensuing  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  trial. 

"Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  on  the  day  and  year  above 

written . 

"George  P.  Harrison, 

"Grand  Master." 
Copies  of  this  order  have  been  served  upon  Bro.  Pilley,  the  breth- 
ren who  impeached  him,  and  one  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge 
to  be  laid  before  the  Lodge. 

The  report  of  the  committee,  articles  ot  impeachment,  and  the 
correspondence  connected  therewith,  are  hereto  attached,  marked 
"Exhibit  B." 


On  the  13th  of  September,  1895,  1  received  a  letter  from  the  mera- 
t)ers  who  impeached  Bro.  W.  A.  Agee,  asking  instructions  as  to 
how  to  proceed  with  his  impeachment  before  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Upon  this  subject  I  could  find  no  precedent,  but,  after  due  con- 
sideration, instructed  them  to  prepare  in  proper  form  charges  and 
specifications  (if  same  had  not  already  been  done),  and  furnish  a 
copy  of  same  to  Bro.  Agee;  then  proceed  to  take  testimony  by  depo- 
sitions, as  provided  by  Rule  7,  Article  VII..  of  the  Constitution, 
stating  that  while  this  rule  contemplates  the  examination  of  Masons 
who  are  witnesses  in  open  Lodge,  yet,  unless  they  (the  committee) 
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knew  that  tbey  could  and  would  attend  the  Gmnd  Lodge  and  irfve 
their  testimony,  to  proceed  to  take  their  depositions  as  in  case  of 
profanes, — charging  them  to  be  careful  to  give  Bro.  Agee  the  lawful 
notice,  as  prescribed  by  said  Rule  7,  on  the  taking  of  testimony;  to 
allow  him,  or  his  attorney  (if  a  Mason),  to  cross-examine  all  wit- 
nesses, then  to  have  the  officer  taking  the  same  attach  it,  with  proper 
certificate,  to  the  charges  and  specifications,  and  having  sealed  the 
same,  transmit  by  some  trustworthy  person,  or  by  mail,  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Montgomery,  Ala. 

I  also  wrote  to  Bro.  Agee,  advising  him  to  take  his  testimony  in 
the  same  manner  an  above  indicated. 

I  gave  similar  instructions  with  reference  to  the  taking  of  testi- 
mony in  the  case  of  Bro.  Robert  S .  Pilley,  Worshipful  Master  of 
Georgiana  Lodge  No.  285. 

In  August,  1895, 1  received  from  the  constitutional  number  of  mem- 
bers of  Broomtown  Lodge  No.  420,  a  letter  preferring  charges 
against  Bro.  Elijah  B.  Elrod,  Worshipful  Master  of  said  Lodge, 
charging  him  with  unmasonic  conduct  in  certain  rulings  made  by 
him  while  presiding  over  said  Lodge. 

I  addressed  the  following  communication  to  John  P.  Farrell,  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  Gaylesville  Lodge  No.  256;  William  A.  Barker, 
Worshipful  Master  of  Cedar  Bluff  Lodge  No.  485;  John  S.  Blair, 
Worshipful  Master  of  Sam  Dixon  Lodge  No.  218: 

^'Brethren: 

'*Hro.  Elijah  B.  Elrod,  Worshipful  Master  of  Broomtown  Lodge 
No.  420,  A.'.  F.'.  &  A.\  M.*.,  having  been  impeached  before  me  by 
five  members  of  his  Lodge,  as  shown  by  articles  of  impeachment 
hereto  attached,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  investigate  mto  the  na- 
ture of  the  charges  and  report  to  me  the  result  of  your  investigatioo, 
together  with  such  evidence  as  >ou  may  take  in  the  matter,  and  the 
return  of  these  papers.  Vour  prompt  attention  will  be  evidence  of 
your  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Masonry. 

"Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this,  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 

*'Gborgb  p.  Harrison, 

*<Grand  Master." 

These  brethren  made  investigation  and  reported  to  me  the  exist- 
ence of  certain  facts,  but  failed  to  make  any  recommendation  or 
finding,  themselves.  Whereupon,  on  the  29th  of  October  I  addressed 
these  brethren  the  following  communication,  to-wit: 

'7.  P.  Farrell^  W,  A,  Barker,  John  S.  Blair ^  Committee: 

"Your  report  on  the  impeachment  of  Bro.  Elijah  B.  Elrod  lias 
been  received  and  carefully  examined.    I  herewith  return  saine» 
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with  the  request  that  you  make  further  investigation  and  repprt  to 
me  the  result  of  same. 

"I  desire  to  know  whether  or  not  Bro.  Elrod  was  trying  to  prevent 
a  trial  of  Bro.  Stark,  or  was  actuated  by  any  improper  motive  in 
moving  the  ruling  he  did.  or  was  it  simply  an  error  of  judnrment? 
Please^'give  me  your  conclusions  on  this  point,  together  with  such 
evidence  as  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  on  the  subject. 
"Your  early  attention  is  requested.     Return  all  papers. 

"Fraternally  yours, 

"George  P.  Harrison, 

"Grand  Master." 

APPOINTMENTS. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1895,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Bro.  W.  W. 
Daflfin,  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  I  appointed  Bro.  Robert  N. 
Hearin  Lecturer  for  the  First  Masonic  District. 

WASHINGTON  MEMORIAL  OBSERVANCES. 

I  received  a  communication  from  a  committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Colorado  relative  to  a  proposed  memorial  observance  of  the  cen- 
tennial of  the  death  of  Worshipful  Bro.  George  Washington,  which 
took  place  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  1799,  which  communication 
is  hereto  attached,  marked  "Exhibit  C,"  and  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

CONCLUSION. 

Conflicting  duties  have  prevented  me  from  doing  many  things  I 
should  have  been  delighted  to  do.  But  dividing  my  time  as  best  I 
could,  I  have,  in  that  allotted  to  the  Craft,  l&bored  with  love  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  Masonry. 

To  the  extent  of  my  ability  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  faith- 
fully and  impartially  discharge  the  duties  of  Grand  Master;  with 
what  measure  of  success,  I  submit  to  your  Masonic  judgment. 

In  conclusion,  I  appeal  to  you  and  all  Masons  in  our  Jurisdiction, 
to  show  forth  in  your  lives  and  actions  that  you  love  one  an- 
other. 

Let  us  here  and  everywhere,  while  life  lasts,  continue  to  show  to 
the  world  our  belief  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood 
of  man. 

"Through  knowledge  we  behold  the  world's  creation ; 
How  in  his  cradle  first  he  fostered  was; 
And  judge  of  nature's  cunning  operation. 
How  things  she  formed  of  a  formless  mass: 
By  knowledge  do  we  learn  ourselves  to  know. 
And  what  to  man,  and  what  to  God  we  owe." 

Geo.  p.  Harrison, 

Grand  Mait«r. 
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ADDRESS   REFERRED. 


[1801 


Oil  motion  of  Uro.  F.  L.  Jenkiii?,  the  Address  of  the 
M.-.  W.'.  Grand  Master  was  referred  to  a  Special  Com- 
niittee  of  three  Past  Grand  Masters,  as  follows : 

Palmer  J.  Pillans,  H.  H.  Brown  and  F.  L.  Pettus. 


M.-.    M.-.    DEOREE. 

Bro.  K.  M.  Cunningham,  from  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  Report  on  the  M.-.  M.-.  Degree,  and  the 
Report  was  adopted. 

After  Prayer  hy  the  K.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
retVerihment  until  2:30  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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IN  GRAND  120B6E. 


Wednesday  Afternoon,  December  4,  1895. 

The  Grpiid  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  2:30  o'clock,  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Geo.  P. 
Harrison  presiding;  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  re- 
spective stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.W.-.and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain. 

^he  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT    ON    ADDRESS. 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  made  their  Report,  which 
was  adopted: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  A.* ,  F,\  and  A,'.  Mr.  of  Ala- 
bama^ audits  Masonu  Jurisdiction: 

Your  Committee  on  the  (}rand  Master's  Address  has  read  with 
mur  h  pleasure  and  profit  the  very  able  and  instructive  Address  of 
our  Most  \^  orshipful  Grand  Master,  and  cannot  too  hig^tily  commend 
his  zeal  and  diligence  in  guarding;  the  interests  of  the  Craft.  We 
recommmd  : 

1 .  The  derisions  of  the  Grand  Master  on  matters  of  Masonic 
Law  be  referred    lo  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

2.  That  the  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Dispensations. 

3.  That  we  recommend  that  as  the  matter  of  the  consolidation 
of  Lodges  has  given  rise  to  much  doubt  and  uncertainty,  that  the 
Committee  on  Masonic  JuMsprudence  shall  formulate  and  report  to 
the  next  Annual  Communication,  a  uniform  method  of  procedure  to 
be  observed  in  future  in  such  cases. 

4.  We  note  thai  Dispensations  have  been  granted  in  several  cases 
to  confer  Degrees  out  of  time.    While  we  do  not  intend  in  the 
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least  to  disapprove  of,  or  reflect  upon,  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Master  in  these  cases,  as  it  is  a  matter  entirely  within  his  discretion, 
we  think  these  Dispensations  should  be  granted  with  extreme  care, 
and  in  exceptional  cases. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

P.  J.    PiLLANS, 

H.  H.  Brown, 
F.  L.  Pettus. 

Committee. 

Past  Graud  Master  Pettus,  trom  Committee  on  Orand 

Master's  Address,  made  additional  Report,  as  follows  : 

To  thf  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master: 

Vour  Committee  on  the  Address  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  respectfully  report  as  to  that  part  oi  the  Grand  Master's 
Address  in  reference  to  the  summoning  of  Bro.  W.  A.  Agee,  \^r- 
shipful  Master  of  Frankfort  Lodge  No.  275,  and  R.  S.  Pilley,  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  Georgiana  Lodge  No.  285  to  this  Grand  Ixxlge 
for  trial,  as  follows: 

First.  Section  25  of  Article  VI .  of  the  Constitution,  provides  that  a 
Subordinate  Lodge  has  no  power  to  try. its  Master,  but,  if  after  the 
investigation  provided  for,  the  Grand  Master  should  think  the 
charges  well  founded,  '*he  shall  suspend  the  delinquent,  and  sum- 
mon him  to  appear  at  the  ensuing  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lod^e /or  tria/.**  The  Constitution  is  clear  that  the  trial  must  be 
had  before  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  summons  is  directed  to  the 
Master  and  he  is  commanded  to  appear  in  person  and  stand  his 
trial  before  the  only  tribunal  authorized  to  pass  finally  upon  his 
}^uilt  or  innocence,  and  upon  the  degree  of  his  punishment.  Both 
the  lx)dge  and  the  Master  are  entitled  to  have  a  speedy  investiga- 
tion and  a  judgment  of  the  tribunal  having  jurisdiction.  No 
method  of  procedure  is  laid  down  for  the  conduct  of  such  trial  by 
the  <^irand  Lodge  in  our  Laws  or  Constitution,  and  as  we  deem  it  to 
the  best  interests  of  Masonry  that  these  cases  may  be  disposed  of-at 
this  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  your  Committee  have 
ck*(^med  it  advisable  to  recommend  the  following  as  a  proper 
method  in  these  particular  cases,  expressly  confining  the  recom- 
mendation to  these  cases  and  not  intending  it  to  be  a  precedent  for 
the  future. 

1.  The  (rrand  Master  shall  appoint  a  Committee  of  five  members 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  each  case,  who  shall  investigate  and  report 
whether  or  not  the  evidence,  both  for  the  prosecution  and  defence. 
has  been  fully,  fairly  and  impartially  taken. 
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2.  In  the  event  said  testimony  has  been  so  taken  and  forwarded, 
as  provided  by  the  order  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Master 
shall  appoint  three  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  conduct  the 
case  for  the  prosecution,  and  the  defendant  may  appear  in  person 
and  by  counsel.  The  testimony  shall  be  read  at  length,  and  after 
such  argument  as  may  be  had.  the  Roll  of  Lodges  and  permanent 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  under  the  Constitution,  shall  be 
called,  aiyi  each  Lodge  and  member  shall  vote,  and  if  a  majority 
shall  vote  in  favor  of  guilt,  then  the  roll  shall  be  again  called  and 
the  punishment  fixed  in  the  same  manner.  In  such  call,  each 
Lodge  shall  have  une  vote  and  no  more. 

3.  In  the  event  the  Committee  provided  for  shall  report  that  the 
testimony  has  not  been  fully,  fairly  and  impartially  taken,  the  case 
shall  be  continued,  and  the  Grand  Master  shall  appoint  a  commis- 
sion to  take  the  testimony  and  report  to  the  next  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge.  During  the  conduct  of  the  trial  no  one 
but  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  accused  and  his  counsel 
shall  be  allowed  to  be  present.  During  the  voting,  no  one  but 
members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  permitted  to  be  present. 

4.  In  the  event  the  defendant  shall  fail  to  appear,  the  Grand 
Lodge  shall  take  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

5.  Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence  shall  prepare  and  report  to  the  next  Annual  Com- 
munication, a  form  of  procedure  to  be  used  in  future  cases  of  the 
trial  of  the  Masters  of  Lodges  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

P.  J.  PiLLANS, 

H.  H.  Brown, 
F.  L.  Pettus, 

Committee. 

M.'.  W.-.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
Committee  on  the  impeachment  of  W.  A.  Agee  : 

Past  Grand  Master  H.  H.  Brown,  Bros.  T.  H.  Howie, 
C.  B.  Whitfield,  Calvin  McSwayne  and  W.  T.  Dukea. 

On  impeachment  of  R.  S.  Pilley:  Past  Grand  Master 
F.  L.  Pettus,  Bros.  Geo.  T.  Anderson,  Jerry  M.  Fountain, 
H.  T.  Benton  and  E.  Mannering. 

CASE   OF   W.    A.    AGES. 

Past  Grand  Master  Pettus,  from  Committee  on  case 
of  W.  A.  Agee,  made  the  following  report,  and  it  was 
adopted : 
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To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  A.',  Fr ,  and  A,\   Jlf,\  of  Ala- 
bama: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
evidence  against,  and  in  favor  of,  Bro.  W.  A.  Agee,  W.*.  M.*. 
Frankfort  Lodge  No.  275,  has  been  fairly  taken,  respectfully  report 
as  follows: 

That  the  testimony  appears  to  have  been  fairly  taken.  .That  Bro. 
A^ee  appears  to  have  been  present  and  to  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  examining  and  cross-examining  the  witnesses.  That  your  Com- 
mittee is  informed  that  Bro.  Agee  is  not  in  attendance  on  the  Grand 

Lodge. 

F.  L.  Pettus, 

H.  T.  Benton, 

£.  Mannering, 

Jerry  Fountain, 

Committee. 

Tlie  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  as  the 
Coinniittee  to  represent  the  (irand  Lf»dge  in  the  trial  of 
W.  A.  Agee: 

Past  Grand  Master  Pettus,  and  Bros.  Jerrv  M.  Fonn- 
tain  and  II.  T.  Benton. 

CASE  OK  R.  S.  PILLBY. 

M.-.  VV.-.  II.  n.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  repre- 
sonting  the  Grand  Ijodge  in  the  trial  of  R.  8.  Pilley, 
niado  tlie  following  report,  and  it  was  adopted,  and  the 
trial  made  special  order  for  this  evening's  session  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge: 

Your  Committee  to  examine  the  testimony  in  the  case  of  R.  S. 
Pilley,  W.  M.  Geor^iana  Lodge  No.  2S.5,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report:  \.  We  have  car.'fully  examined  the  testimony 
tiled  with  the  Grand  Secretary  in  said  case,  and  find  it  irregular  and 
apparently  incomplete.  2.  A  member  of  the  Impeachment  Com- 
mittee came  before  us  and  stated  that  there  could  be  no  other  testi- 
mony obtained  against  said  R.  S.  Pilley,  but  that  there  were  other 
witnesses  whose  evidence  would  be  favoiable  to 'him.  tS.  The  de- 
fendant, K.  S.  Pilley,  also  came  before  the  Committee^and  stated 
that  while  the  evidence  was  not  full  and  complete,  rather  than  have 
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the  matter  go  over  for  a  year  he  would  consent  to  a  trial  now.  4. 
We  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  trial  be  had  at  this  Grand  Com- 
munication. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

H.  H.  Brown, 

S.  G.  WOOLF, 

C.  B.  Whitfield, 
C.  McSwsAN, 
T.  H.  HowLE, 

Committee. 

CASE  OF  W.  A.  AGEE. 

The  charge  aud  specifications  being  read  : 

CHARGE— GROSS  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 

Specification  1.  That  Dr.  W.  A.  Agee  did,  on  or  about  the  30th 
day  of  May,  1891,  have  illicit  carnal  intercourse  with  one  Mrs.  Alice 
Cook,  at  her  home  near  Russellville,  State  of  Alabama,knowing  her 
to  be  the  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason. 

Specification  2.  That  he  did,  on  that  occasion,  administer  to  the 
said  Alice  Cook  some  powerful  narcotic  drug  by  which  he  accom- 
plished her  ruin. 

Specification  3.  That  on  one  or  more  occasions  subsequently  he 
did,  through  the  influence  of  drugs,  produce  abortion  on  the  said 
Alice  Cook. 

Specification  4.  That  by  threats  and  intimidation  he  kept  up, 
with  the  said  Alice  Cook,  such  illicil  and  unlawful  relation  for  a 
period  of  more  than  two  years. 

All  of  which  was  in  violation  of  his  obligation  as  a  Master  Mason, 
and  to  the  scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  W. 
A.  Agee.     Bro.  Jerry  M.  Fountain  read  the  testimony  . 
in  the  case,  at  the  conclusion   of  which    Past   Grand 
Master  Pettus  oftered  the  following  Resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  whereas,  W.  A.  Agee,  W.-.  M.\  of  Frankfort 
Lodge,  No.  275,  has  been  adjudged  guilty  by^this  Grand  Lodge,  of 
gross  unmasonic  conduct ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  said  W.  A.  Agee  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  expelled 
firom  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 
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REPORT   ON    DISPENSATIONS   NO.    1. 

Bro.  Louis  Bloch,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations No.  1,  made  the  following  Report,  and  it  was 
adopted  : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  books  and  Dispensations  of  Enon  No.  537,  Searigbt  No. 
540,  H.  Clay  Armstrong  No.  544,  H.  C.  Tompkins  No.  545,  having 
given  them  that  careful  consideration  that  the  subject  demanded, 
beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

Enon  No.  537,  its  book  is  neatly  kept,  and,  knowing  no  reason  to 
the  contrary,  we  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  issued  to  them. 

Searight  No.  540  keeps  its  Records  correctly,  and  no  causes  be- 
ing shown  why  they  should  not  have  a  Charter,  we  recommend  thai 
one  be  issued  them. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong  No.  544,  presents  a  very  elegantly  kept  Book 
of  Records,  but  the  Worshipful  Master  of  this  Lodge  has  failed  to 
sign  ihe  Minutes  of  each  Communication.  We  su{^gest  that  he  do  so 
at  once,  and  as  the  Reprtsentatives  present  rtque^t  a  Charter, 
we  recommend  that  it  issue. 

H    C.  Tompkins    No.  545,  presents  its  Record  in  correct  form, 
and  we  recommend  that  the  Charter  issue. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Louis  Bloch, 
•  W.  L.  Thomason, 

S.   G.   WOOLF, 

H .    C.  DiSMUKES, 

Louis  }.  Adlbr. 
election  of  grand  officers. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  Jas.  M.  Bnindidge,  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  with 
tlie  following  result: 

(jKOROE  Paul  Harrison Grand  Master. 

James  Asdrkw   Bilbro Deputy  Grand  Master. 

B.   Dudley  Williams HeniorGrand  Warden. 

Kr  3SELL  M    CuNKiKGHAM JunloT  Grand  Warden. 

William  Henry  Di.nuley Grand  Treaanrer. 

Hknry  Clay  Armstroko Grand  Secretary. 

Charles  Alexander    Allen Grand  lyier. 
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APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

William  Gabey  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

David  William  McIveb Grand  Marshal. 

Henbt  H.   Matthews Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

William  A.  Abnold Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Habby   a.    Lowe Grand  Steward. 

J.  Kahn Grand  Steward. 

LOZAHATCHEB  LODGE  NO.  547. 

Bro  Louis  Bloch,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations No.  1,  made  the  following  additional  report, 
which,  on  motion,  was  adopted : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  AUibama: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  for  a  Dispensation  for  Lozahatchee  Lodg;e  No. 
347,  at  Piedmont,  Calhoun  County,  beg;  leave  to  report,  that  they 
have  made  exhaustive  enquiry  into  the  matter,  and  the  petition  be- 
ing; recommended  by  Piedmont  Fraternal  Lodge  No.  368,  and  from 
representations  made  to  your  Committee,  we  recommend  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Louis  Block, 
W.  L.  Thomason, 

S.  G.   WOOLF, 
H.  C.   DiSMUKES, 

Louis  J.  Adler, 

Committee. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON   BY-LAWS. 

Bro.  H.  A.  Shields,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws,  made  the  following  Report,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted : 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  have  examined  the  following: 

Searight No.  640 

Spring  Hill No.  686 

H.  C.  Tompkins No.  646 
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Mt.  Union No.  541 

Bridgeport No.  548 

Remlap No.  538 

Enon No.  537 

And  beg  leave  to  report  as  folKiws  : 

Searight  No.  54(),  having  amended  their  Bv  Law^  as  recommc-nded 
by  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  in  1894,  >hc  same  are  hereby  ap- 
proved. 

Spring  Hill  No  536,  having  changf^d  their  By-Laws  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  uf  1894,  thesame  arehercb) 
approved. 

H.  C.  Tompkins  No  545,  we  recommend  that  wherever  the  term 
"chair'*  is  used  in  coimection  with  the  office  of  W.  M.  that  the 
official  title  be  used. 

Alt.  11,  Sec.  4,  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "infraction" and 
insert  "older  of  the  Lodge.** 

Art.  12,  Sec.  2,  amend  to  show  that  a  ballot  cannot  be  had  for 
a  candidate  for  initiation  until  the  expiration  of  thirty  days.  See 
Chap.  4.  No.  30  of  the  Code. 

Union  Lodge  No.  541,  Art.  10,  Sec.  8,  strike  out  all  of  this 
section. 

Art.  10,  Sec.  13,  amend  to  read  "any  brother  guilty  of  unmasonic 
conduct  shall  be  dealt  with  as  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  require.'* 

Art.  11,  Sec.  1,  amend  to  show  that  two  Master  Masons  are  nec- 
essary to  recommend  a  petitioner  for  initiation. 

Art.  11,  Sec.  2,  amend  to  show  that  thirty  days  must  elapse  from 
the  time  a  petition  for  initiation  is  received  before  it  can  be  bal- 
loted on. 

Enon,  No.  537.     By-Laws  approved  as  amended. 

Bridgeport  Lodge,  No.  543.  Chap.  4,  Art.  7,  amend  to  show  that 
thirty  days  must  elapse  before  a  ballot  can  be  had  after  a  petition 
for  initiation  has  been  received. 

Remlap  No.  538.     By-Laws  approved. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  A.  Shields, 
J.  D.  Truss, 
A.  J.  Thompson, 

B.  T.  COCKRELL, 

J.  S.  McBryde. 
After  prayer  by  the  ii.-.  W.-.  and  Rev.  Graud  Chap- 
lai!i,  the  M.-,  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor 
tu  refreshment  until  7:30  o'clock  p.  m. 


.4 
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IN  SRANB  I2ODSE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  4,  1895. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7:30  o'clock. 

M.'.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Geo.  P.  Harrison,  presiding, 
and  the  other  Grand  Officers  in  their  respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

H.    C.   TOMPKINS    LODGE,    NO.    545. 

Bro.  W.  R.  Hardy  offered  the  following  resolution, 

\^hich,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Finance: 

Resolved^  That  a  Charter  be  granted  to  H.  C.  Tompkins  I.odge 
No.  — ,  free  of  charge,  they  having  paid  for  their  Dispensation  the 
amount  required  by  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

INDEX  TO  MASONIC  CODE. 

Bro.  D.  p.  iChristenberry  oftered  the  following  Reso- 
lution, which  was,on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance: 

Whereas,  It  would  greatly  facilitate  a  ready  reference  to  the  items 
and  articles  in  the  Masonic  Code,  therefore  be  it 

Resohed^  That  there  be  printed  in  the  next  Grand  Lodge  Proceed- 
ings an  index  to  the  Code,  arranged  alphabetically,  placing  first  the 
word  in  each  item  which  would  act  as  a  key  to  each  subject. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  H.  C.  Tompkins,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence,  submitted  the  following  He- 
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port,  which  was  adopted,  except  as  to  disapproval  of 
liuliug  25  of  the  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master,  in  which  the 
(Irund  Lodge  refused  to  concur,  thereby  sustaining  the 
said  decision  of  the  Grand  Master: 

7V;  the  M,\  W,\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  decisions  of  the  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Master  on  questions  of  Masonic 
Law,  begs  leave  to  Report: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  approve  of 
all  of  the  said  decisions,  except  the  25th,  in  which  it  is  held  that  hav- 
ing illicit  intercourse  with  a  Master  Mason's  daughter,  who  is  with- 
out chastity,  is  a  violation  of  the  Masonic  obligation. 

This  question  was  before  this  Grand  Lodge  some  years  ago,  and 
after  due  consideration  it  was  held  that  such  an  act,  while  it  might 
be  a  Masonic  offense,  was  not  a  violation  of  that  particular  portion 
of  the  obligation  referred  to. 

We  think  that  the  former  decision  is  correct,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  decision  of  the  M.  * .  W.-.  Grand  Master  in  this  respect 
be  disapproved. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  C.  Tompkins, 
F.  L.  Pettus, 

of  Committee. 

LEBANON  LODGE,  NO.  484. 

Bro.  D.  M.  Kaylor  offered  the  following  Resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted: 

Resohfed^  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  notify  Lebanon 
Lodge,  No.  484,  to  send  to  the  next  Grand  Lodge  the  papers  in  the 
appeal  of  Alonzo  J.  Harris. 

CASE  OF  K.  S.  PILLEY. 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  II.  II.  Brown,  Counsel  appointed  to 
represent  the  Grand  Lod^e  in  the  trial  of  Robert  8. 
Pilley,  W.  M.  of  Georgiana  Jjodge  No.  285,  reported 
that  the  Counsel  for  the  Grand  Lodge  and  R.-.  W.-. 
Bro.  .las.  A.  Bilbro  and  Bro.  N.  Stall  worth,  Counsel  for 
the  defendant,  had  made  the  following  agreement: 


lf)06]  GltAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  43 

That  R.  S.  Pilley  would  waive  all  informality  in  the 
testimouy  taken  in  the  case  against  him,  and  that  the 
trial  would  be  proceeded  with  at  once;  the  defendant, 
R.  S.  Pilley,  to  be  allowed  to  appear  and  make  an 
explanatory  statement  of  the  circumstances  and  condi- 
tions under  which  the  note  to  the  young  lady  was 
written. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  character  of  the  de- 

m 

fendant,  up  to  the  writjng  of  the  note,  was  good. 

On  motion,  the  above  agreement  was  adopted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  the 
case  of  R.  S.  Pilley,  the  following  charges  and  speci- 
fication being  read : 

CHARGE  :      GROSS   UNMASONIC   CONDUCT. 

Specification!.  In  that  the  said  Robert  S.  Pilley,  W.  M.  of 
Georgiana  Lodge  No.  285,  did  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1895,  in 
the  town  of  Georgiana,  County  of  Butler,  State  of  Alabama,  at  or 
about  10  o'clock  at  night,  address  a  note  to  a  Master  Mason's 
daughter,  which  note,  or  the  language  used  in  said  note,  was  im- 
moral, criminating,  insulting,  and  with  the  intent  to  violate  her 
chastity,  and  in  violation  ot  his  duty,  and  to  the  scandal  and  dis- 
grace of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

The  testimony  was  read  at  length  by  M.-.  W.-.  Bro. 
H.  H.  Brown,  Counsel  for  the  Qrand  Lodge.  The  de- 
fendant, R.  S.  Pilley,  then  appeared  before  the  Qrand 
Lodge  and  made  an  explanatory  statement. 

Whereupon  the  M.-.  W.-.  Qrand  Master  ordered  the 
roll  of  Lodges  and  the  names  of  permanent  members 
of  the  Qrand  Lodge  to  be  called,  and  vote  was  then 
taken  on  the  charges  and  specifications,  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  defendant  was  declared  not  guilty  of  the 
charge. 
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PROPERTY  OF  MACON  LODGE    NO.  12. 

Bro.  B.  W.  Whittiold,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
oil  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  Re- 
port, and  it  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M,\  IV,\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

We,  your  Cotnmtttee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  be^^  leave 
to  make  the  following;  report : 

Having  considered  the  petition  of  Macon  Lodge,  No.  12,  herewith 
attached,  report  favorably  upon  the  ^me. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

B.  W.  Whitfield,  Sr., 
L.  J.  Wright, 

G.    W.   SORRBLL, 

A.  J.  Armstrong. 

To  the  M,  \  Hr,\  Grand  Lodge  Ar.  F,\  and  A.',  M.\  of  Alabama  : 

The  undersigned  Masons  and^former  members  of  Macon  Lodge, 
No.  12,  located  at  Suggsville,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
recommendation : 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  reorganize  Macon 
Lodge,  No.  12;  that  the  Lodge  room  is  badly  out  of  repair,  so  much 
so  as  to  be  useless  and  valueless;  and  in  view  oi  the  further  fact  that 
the  lot  is  small  and  of  very  little  value  in  this  small  and  non-grow- 
ing village;  and  that  the  building  and  lot  was  bought  and  paid  for 
almost  entirelv  by  Methodists,  who  constituted  the  larger  part  of  the 
membership  of  the  said  Lodge,  we,  therefore,  pray  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  One  Dollar,  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  convey  to  the  M.  £.  Church,  South, 
the  Lodge  room  and  lot  in  fee  simple. 

Fraternally  and  truly, 

Jas,  M.  Grbbne, 
T.  M.  Champion, 
J.  F.  Whisbnhunt, 
Benj.  S.    Barnes. 

REPORT    i)F    REGISTRAR. 

Bro.  Wm.  II.  Dingley,  Registrar,  made  the  following 
Report,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  received  and  ordered 
printed  with  the  rroeeedings : 
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To  the  Mr.  IV,'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  M.*.  W.*.  Grand  Lodge, 
I  herewith  submit  my  Report  upon  Registration: 

1st.  All  the  pamphlets  have  been  assorted  and  a  catalogue  made 
of  the  same,  as  also  of  the  Masonic  periodicals,  many  numbers  of 
which  are  wanting  to  complete  the  files. 

2nd.  A  record  has  been  made  of  the  printed  Proceedings  of  the 
various  Grand  Lodt^es  which  we  have  in  possession.  Few  of  these 
are  complete,  but  many  duplicates  are  in  the  office,  a  record  of 
which  has  been  taken,  and  which  perhaps  may  be  exchanged  for 
those  wanted  to  complete  our  files. 

3rd.  The  printed  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  have  been  ar- 
ranged and  a  record  made  of  all  on  hand.  I  find  but  one  copy  for 
each  of  sixteen  Grand  Communications,  and  for  the  years  1825-29- 30- 
3943-44-45-47-52-53-63  none  whatever. 

4th.  The  records  of  extinct  Subordinate  Lodges  have  been  in- 
dexed and  a  record  made  of  the  jewels  and  other  property,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained.  There  has  evidently  been  neglect  in  such 
Lodges  sending  their  records  to  the  Grand  Secretary  at  the  time  of 
forfeiture.  It  is  earnestly  requested  and  urged  upon  the  brethren  to 
forward  to  the  Grand  Secretary  any  records  of  extinct  Lodges  that 
may  come  into  their  possession. 

5th.  All  letters  and  documents  have  been  assorted  and  filed.  A 
memorandum  has  been  made  of  the  most  important  of  these,  and  of 
which  no  other  record  is  found,  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  a  much- 
to-be-desired  index  and  register  of  extinct  and  dormant  Lodges.  A 
few  that  contained  money  to  the  amount  of  $17.25  have  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Finance  Committee.  The  collections  made  some 
years  ago  by  Bros.  Penick  and  Dixon  have  been  filed  distinct  from 
other  papers.  They  contain  a  large  amount  of  valuable  historical 
and  biographical  information. 

6th.  An  alphabetical  register  of  all  Masons  whose  names  are  con- 
tained in  the  returns  of  1894,  to  which  will  be  added  1895  as  soon  as 
the  returns  have  been  received. 

7th.  A  register  of  all  Masons,  commencing  with  the  organization 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  June,  1821,  has  been  completed  up  to  1847, 
inclusive. 

Much  still  remains  to  be  done;  in  addition  to  the  completion  of 
the  Register  from  1848  to  1893,  it  is  desirable  that  an  index  of  all  the 
papers  should  be  made  and  a  complete  Register  of  all  Lodges  that 
have  been  chartered  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  our  Worshipful 
Grand  Secretary  for  the  courtesies  extended  to  me  during  the  past 
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year  and  the  readiness  he  has  ever  manifested  in  givinjt:  information 
or  assistance  in  prosecuting  my  work. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  H.  DiNGLBV, 

Registrar.      ^ 

DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 


Bro.  M.  B.  Shelton,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Dia- 
pensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  Report,  and  it  was 
adopted: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

We.  your  Committee  No.  2  on  Dispensations,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  we  have  examined  books  kept  by  the  following  Lodges  work- 
ing under  Dispensation,  and  find  them  correct  and  neatly  kept,  and 
know  of  no  reason  why  a  Charter  should  not  be  granted. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  Charters  be  granted  to— 

Remlap  Lodge No.  688. 

Wewoka  Lodge No.  689. 

Bridgeport  Lodge No.  648. 

Spring  Hill  Lodge No.  686. 

Mount  Union  Lodge No.  641. 

Mount  Zion  Lodge No.  642. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  B.  Shelton,  Ch'n, 
w.  j.  ruddick, 
Jambs  M.  Smith, 
C.  Grove, 

Committee. 

GRAND  secretary's  NARRATIVE  REPORT. 

H.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  made  the  following  Report, 
and, on  motion, it  was  received  and  ordered  printed  with 
the  Proceedings: 

Tothe  M,\  W,\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  some  of  the  niore  tmpor- 
portant  matters,  which  during  the  year  have  had  attention  at  my 
hands: 


■rdS-fi 
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LODGE  RETURNS. 

Up  to  this  date,  November  30tb,  Annual  Returns  have  been  re- 
ceived from  295  Lodges.  Of  this  number  52  were  forwarded  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  by  the  1st  of  October,  as  required  by  an  Edict  of 
the  Grand  Lodge;  and  only  187  have  paid  dues  by  the  15th  of  No- 
vember, as  provided  by  law. 

Returns  from  other  Lodges  have  come  in  daily  installments,  five 
having  been  received  to-day. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  an  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  work  done  in  the  preparation  of  these  Reports,  over 
those  of  last  year;  some  of  them  are  models  of  neatness  and  accura- 
cy, complying  fully  with  all  the  requirements.  The  one  par  exceiience 
is  that  made  by  Bro.  Charles  F.  White,  Secretary  of  Troy  Lodge, 
No.  56. 

I  have  changed  the  style  and  Form  for  making  returns,  and,  I 
think,  made  a  great  improvement  on  the  Form  heretofore  in  use  in 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  And  this  opinion  is  concurred  in  by  the 
Secretaries  from  whom  I  have  had  expression  on  the  matter. 

Many,  indeed  most  of  our  Secretaries,  appreciating  the  impor- 
tance and  responsibility  of  the  office  they  fill,  do  excellent  work  and 
are  an  honor  to  their  J^odges.  But  while  this  is  true,  and  it  is  pleas- 
ant to  me  to  note  the  fact,  many  are  still  indifferent  and  fail  tocomply 
•  with  the  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  fixing  the  time  for  making  re- 
turns and  paying  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  all  who  examine 
the  returns  will  agree  that  in  many  instances  there  is  still  room  for 
great  improvement. 

If  in  such  cases  the  Secretaries  would  give  a  little  more  care  and 
time  to  the  important  duty  of  preparing  their  returns,  the  result 
would  be  most  gratifying  to  all  concerned,  and  to  no  one  would  it 
be  a  source  of  greater  gratification  than  to  the  Secretaries  them- 
selves. 

May  I  not  ask  thai  my  brother  Secretaries  will  try  this  Just  one  time? 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  REGISTRAR. 

The  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  last  Annual  Grand  Communication,  em- 
ployed Bro.  Wm.  H.  Dingley,  Registrar,  *'to  assort,  classify  and  ar- 
range the  property,  books  and  records  belonging  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  also  to  make  from  the  Returns  and  records  on  file  in 
this  office  a  Masonic  Register  of  each  and  every  Mason  who  is 
now  or  at  any  time  heretofore  had  Deen  a  member  of  a  Subordinate 
Lodge  now  or  heretofore  working  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this 
Grand  Lodge." 

The  value  and  importance  of  this  work  to  Masonry,  and  especially 
to  the  Masons  of  Alabama,  is  almost  beyond  estimation. 
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The  work  could  not  have  been  committed  to  any  one  more  capa- 
ble, faithful  and  painstaking  than  Bro.  Dingley,  and  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  his  energy,  zeal  and  devotion  to 
this  work  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  a  work  of  greater  magnitude  than  was  at  6rst  supposed,  but 
the  matter  is  too  valuable  and  important  to  be  neglected  ordelayed» 
and  I  trust  the  Grand  Lodge  will  continue  Bro.  Dingley  on  this 
work  until  it  is  completed. 

FIELD   WORK. 

By  reason  of  having  Bro.  Dingley  constantly  in  office  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  (and  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  many  acts  of  kindness  ia 
looking  after  and  attending  to  official  matters  during  my  absence),  I 
have  been  enabled  to  devote  more  time  to  work  of  visitmg  Lodges 
during  the  present  year  than  it  was  possible  for  me  to  do  heretofore. 
I  have  visited  during  the  past  year  the  following  Lodges: 

On  May  18th  I  visited  Ramer  Lodge,  No.  243.  The  Lodge  had 
work  in  the  Third  Degree. 

This  Lodge  had  just  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  de^th  of  Bro.  An- 
thony H.  Sellers,  on  April  21st,  aged  seventy-five  years,  and  who 
had  been  W.  M.  of  the  said  Lodge  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
a  Mason  for  nearly  fifty  years.     He  fell  while  on  duty. 

An  honest,  upright  man;  a  public-spirited,  useful  citizen;  affec-  . 
tionate  husband,  kind  father  and  zealous  Mason  has  been  called  up 
higher. 

On  June  15th  I  visited  Newton  Lodge,  No.  224.  The  officers  of 
this  Lodge  I  found  well-informed  in  the  esoteric  work;  the  member- 
ship zealous  and  active. 

On  June  26th,  I  visited  Anniston  Lodf^e  No.  443.  This  Lodge  has 
suffered  because  of  the  great  depression  in  th-  mine  al  section  of 
our  State  f  >r  tie  t*-)  or  three  ve^»s  piU,  but  it  is  n  )w  rapidly  re- 
covering from  the  depression  and  will,  under  the  administration  ot 
Bro  Geo^-kje  P  -Vn  iers  )n,  whos*  .Misoaic  z^a\  and  intelligence  is 
proverbial  soon  become  one  of  t  ie  most  prosperous  Lodges  in  our 
Jurisdiction.  I  in-ttalled  th*i  officers  of  this  Lodge  and  delivered  a 
public  address  on  Masonryr  in  the  Opera  House,  after  which  we  re- 
paired to  the  banquet  h-ill,  where  a  feast  aw-iited  us,  which  was 
partaken  of  and  greatly  enjoyed.  The  pleasures  of  the  evening 
were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  a  large  nu^tiber  of  ladies 
who  graced  the  festive  board  with  their  smiles 

My  visit  to  this  Lodge  and  to  the  little  city  of  Anniston  will  ever 
he  pleasantly  remembered  by  me,  and  I  am  especially  indebted  to 
Bro  John  M.  i'aldwell  for  his  kmdness  and  generous  hospitality 
during  my  stay. 
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On  June  28th»  I  ors:anized  H.  C.  Tompkins  Lodge  No.  543,  at 
Hayneville,  with  Bro.  Hugh  M.  Cafifey,  W.  M.:  Wm.  M.  Garrett,  Jr., 
S.  W.,  and  W.  Eaton  Haynes,  J.  W.  This  Lodge  starts  out  quite 
auspiciously.  Its  officers  are  well  versed  in  the  work  and  ritual  of 
the  Craft,  the  membership  is  cultured  and  refined,  and  the  Lodge 
is  located  in  one  of  the  very  best  sections  of  our  State.  I  therefore 
hope  and  predict  for  it  a  career  of  great  prosperity  and  usefulness. 

On  the  4th,  I  visited  Shiloh  Lodge  No.  105,  installed  the  officers 
of  the  Lodge  and  delivered  a  Masonic  address.  Quite  a  number  of 
brethren  from  the  neighboring  Lodges  were  present  on  the  occa- 
sion, as  well  as  a  large  number  of  the  citizenship  of  the  surrounding 
community,  composed  of  both  ladies  and  gentlemen.  An  elegant 
dinner  was  served  on  the  grounds,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by 
all. 

This  is  one  of  the  old  Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction.  On  examining 
one  of  the  old  records  of  this  Lodge  I  found  that  our  venerable  and 
greatly  beloved  Bro.  James  M.  Brundidge,  Grand  lecturer,  visited 
the  Lodge,  Passed  and  Raised  two  candidates  in  1849.  I  was 
deeply  impressed  with  the  value  and  importance  of  making  and  pre- 
serving records^  and  sincerely  wish  I  could  impress  this  fact  strongly 
on  the  Secretaries  of  the  Lodges  of  this  State.  My  visit  to  this 
Lodge  was  exceedingly  pleasant,  and  I  am  especially  indebted  to 
Bro.  H.  C.  Dismukes,  W.  M.  of  the  said  Lodge,  for  courteous  atten- 
tions and  generous  entertainment  during  my  stay  in  the  community. 

On  July  5th,  I  visited  Arlington  Lodge  No.  272,  met  with  the 
brethren  in  the  Lodge  Room  and  Installed  the  officers  of  said 
Lodge.  I  was  pleasantly  and  generously  entertained  during  my 
stay  at  the  hospitable  home  of  Bro.  O.  Dumas,  to  whom  and  his 
good  wife  I  am  deeply  indebted  for  courteous  attentions. 

On  July  13th  I  visited  Coosa  Lodge  No.  242,  Buyckville;  deliv- 
ered a  public  address  on  Masonry  and  Installed  the  officers  of  the 
said  Lodge  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year.  A  large  number  of 
brethren  from  the  adjacent  Lodges  were  present  on  the  occasion, 
as  well  as  a  large  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  surround- 
ing country.  A  splendid  dinner  was  served  on  the  grounds  and 
every  one  seemed  to  enjoy  it  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  brotherhood  that  it  was  a  day  well  spent  for  the 
cause  of  Masonry.  Our  venerable  brother,  Isaac  C.  Hall,  one  of 
the  old  landmarks,  having  been  a  constant  attendant  on  the  Grand 
Ix>dge  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  who  for  the  past  twenty-nine 
years  has  not  failed  to  be  at  the  Lodge  Room  on  the  second  Satur- 
day of  every  month,  at  10  a.  m.,  at  which  hour  the  Lodge  is  opened, 
is  the  worthy  and  efficient  Secretary  of  this  Lodge.    I  am  indebted 
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to  Mr.  S.  L.  Johnson  and  his  g^ood  wife  for  generous  and  hospitable 
entertainment  during  my  visit  to  this  Lodge. 

On  July  20th  I  visited  Elba  Lodge  No.  170,  at  Elba.  Installed 
the  officers  of  the  Lodge  and  delivered  a  public  address  on  Ma- 
sonry in  the  County  Court  House,  every  seat  of  which  was  occupied 
by  Masons  and  other  persons  of  the  community,  among  whom  were 
a  larj^e  number  of  ladies.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  exercises  the 
large  crowd  repaired  to  the  lower  story  of  the  commodious  building 
belonging  to  the  Lodge  and  partook  of  an  elegant  dinner  prepared 
by  the  l.idies  of  the  town. 

This  is  a  live,  active  Lodge;  the  officers  are  young,  earnest  and 
well  skilled  in  the  work  of  the  Craft,  and  I  predict  for  the  Lodge  a 
large  measure  of  prosperity  and  usefulness. 

On  July  10th  I  attendeda  Masonic  Conference  of  the  Fourth  Ma- 
sonic District,  held  with  Temple  Lodge  No.  425.  Marion.  This  was 
to  me  an  occasion  of  especial  mterest,  not  only  in  the  work  of  the 
Conference  itself  but  in  the  pleasant  memories  that  were  recalled 
ot)  returning  to  old  Howard  College,  where  I  had  been  a  student 
years  ago,  and  meeting  with  classmates  and  friends  of  my  college 
days. 

I  delivered  a  public  address  on  Masonry  in  the  Court  House,  at 
which  the  members  of  the  Conference  and  a  large  number  from  the 
community  were  present. 

The  Conference  was  not  as  well  attended  as  we  had  hoped  for, 
but  the  occasion  was  profitable  to  those  who  came.  Bro.  A.  M. 
Scott  presided  over  the  Conference  and  exemplified  the  Work  in  an 
impressive  and  instructive  manner  peculiarly  his  own. 

Temple  Lodge  has  had  great  prosperity  under  the  administration 
of  Bro.  ].  O.  Bailey,  W.  M.  It  has  risen  in  less  than  three  years 
from  a  membership  of  twelve  to  thirty-nine,  and  is  composed  of  the 
best  men  and  material  of  the  community. 

During  my  stay  I  was  entertained  by  my  old  friend  and  class-mate, 
ludgejesse  B.  Shivers,  to  whom  and  to  his  family  I  am  deeply  in- 
debted for  kind  attentions  and  courtesies  extended  me. 

On  July  25,  I  attended  the  Pike  County  Masonic  Conference,  held 
with  Harrison  Lodge  No.  246,  at  Henderson.  Bro.  A.  M.  Scott  pre- 
sided over  the  Conference  and  exemplified  in  full  the  Work  and 
Lectures  of  the  first  three  Degrees.  A  Masonic  address  was  de- 
livered by  Bro.  Joel  D.  Murphree,  of  Troy,  to  a  large  crowd  of  the 
brethren  of  the  Conference,  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  community. 
The  address  was  chaste,  eloquent  and  filled  with  noble  thoughts, 
portraying  in  a  graphic  and  faithful  manner  our  duty  as  Masons.  It 
was  also  my  privilege  to  deliver  a  Masonic  address  on  this  occasion. 

The  officers  of  Harrison  Lodge  No .  246,  and  other  Lodges  com* 
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posing  the  Conference,  were  publicly  installed  by  Bro.  Fletcher  J. 
Cowart,  Bro.  Josiah  Jernij2:an  acting  as  Grand  Marshal.  An  ele- 
gant dinner  was  spread  upon  a  long  line  of  tables  and  generously 
partaken  *of,  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  large  crowd  that  was 
present. 

On  August  1st,  I  visited  Milo  Abercrombie  Lodge  No.  429,  Cross 
Keys.  Here  I  met  our  M.-.  W.*.  Grand  Master,  Bro.  Geo.  P.  Har- 
rison, who  Installed  the  officers  of  this  Lodge  for  the  ensuing  Ma- 
sonic year,  with  Bro.  Jas.  E.  Cobb  acting  as  Grand  Marshal.  I  de- 
livered a  public  address  on  Masonry  in  the  forenoon  to  a  large 
crowd  which  had  assembled  in  the  church,  after  which  the  crowd 
was  invited  to  partake  of  an  old-fashioned  barbecue,  which  was  ele- 
gantly prepared  by  an  expert  in  the  art.  After  partaking  of  refresh- 
ments the  crowd  re-assembled  and  listened  with  much  interest,  and 
the  Craft  with  great  profit,  to  an  eloquent  and  earne.st  address  from 
our  M.*.  W.*.  Grand  Master  on  Practical  Masonry  and  our  duties 
toward  each  other  as  brethren. 

The  day  was  beautiful,  the  occasion  was  delightful,  and  the  im- 
pressions made  for  the  good  of  Masonry  will  long  be  remembered. 

I  desire  to  return  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  to  Bro.  Chas.  A. 
Tuttle  and  his  good  wife  for  kindnesses  extended  and  generous  en- 
tertainment given  during  my  stay. 

This  Lodge  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  best  informed  on 
the  Work  and  Lectures  of  the  first  three  Degrees  of  almost  any  of 
which  I  have  knowledge.  Its  membership  is  composed  of  the  best 
men  of  the  community  and  the  moral  standard  is  high. 

On  October  17th-.  I  visited  Mortimer  Reeder,  No.  126.  at  Rox- 
anna.  We  had  Work  in  the  third  Degree.  A  number  of  brethren 
from  Camp  Hill  Lodge  No.  120.  Auburn  Lodge  No.  76,  and  Loach- 
apoka  Lodge  No.  133,  were  present  to  witness  and  assist  in  the 
work.  The  evening  was  pleasantly  and  profitably  spent,  and  at  a 
late  hour  refreshments  were  served  and  greatly  enjoyed. 

lam  indebted  to  Bro.  H.  H.  Bums,  W.  M.  of  said  Lodge,  for 
kind  and  hospitable  entertainment  during  my  stay. 

STATE  OF  THE  CRAFT. 

From  my  observations  in  visiting  the  various  Lodges,  I  am  im- 
pressed that  at  no  time  has  there  been  greater  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
among  the  Craft  in  this  State  than  exists  to-day.  A  larger  number 
of  Lodges  are  now  at  work  than  was  ever  heretofore  the  case. 
The  moral  standard  in  Masonry  is  being  elevated,  and  wherever 
I  have  visited  the  earnest  desire  seems  to  be  to  see  how  we  can  best 
live  and  best  agree  as  brethren. 

Fraternally  yours, 

H.  Clay  ArmsttiloisiQ) 
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REPORT    ON    FINANCE. 

Bro.  Wm.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  read  the  following  report,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

To  the  M.\  IV,\  Grand  Lodgt  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Cominittee  on  Fioaoce  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  books,  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  R.*. 
W.'.  Grand  Secretary,  H.  Clay  Armstrouj^,  and  the  R.'.  W.'. 
Grand  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Dingley,  and  also  the  funds  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  in  their  hands;  and  from  said  examination,  your  Committee 
find  that  the  R.'.  W.'.  Grand  Secretary  has  received  and  is  properly 
chargeable  with  the  following  amounts  as  "General  Fund,"  to- 
w  it: 

Grand  Lodge  dues  for  1894,  collected  since  last 

report $1,729  36 

errand  l^dge  dues  for  1895  to  Nov.  15,  1895 3,399  30 

'*           "         "     from  various  Lodges  for  pre- 
vious years 41  00 

Amount  received  for  Charter,  1 3600 

"    Dispensations,  5 175  00 

**  "  Grand  Lodge  certificates....  18  00 
"  Widow's  certificates....:...  12  75 
'*    Masonic  Codes  (sold) 8  08 
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Making  totol  of |5,419  08 

All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  Grand  Treasurer,  and  for  which  he 
has  proper  vouchers,  to-wit: 

1  W*o,  July     2.    Amount;paid  this  day  (voucher  1 ) . .  $1 .729  36 
•    Nov.  15.        *•  •*      "      **    (vou.  2  to  6, 

inclusive) 3,689  73 

Making  total  oi t5,419  08 

The  R.*.  W.".  Grand  Secretary  has  received  and  is  properly 
chargeable  with  the  following^mounts  as  "Contingent  Fund,"  to- 
wit: 

Balance  on  hand  last  Annual  Communication $  12  89 

Amount  received  trom  Grand  Treasurer 760  00 


Makingtoulof |7e8  8e 
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Of  which  amount  he  is  entitled  to  the  following  credits,  as  dis- 
bursements from  said  fund,  to-wit: 

For  postage,  express,  telegrams,  &c $224  43 

**  printing  and  stationery 429  65 

'*  gas 17  22 

'*  servant  hire 8156 

"  fuel 11  00 

*<  post  office  box  rent 8  00 

"  various  sundries,  on  proper  vouchers 36  40 


Making  total  credits |758  25 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  said  funds $    4  64 

Your  Committee  further  find  that  the  R.*.  W.*. 
Grand  Treasurer  bad  on  hand  at  our  last  An- 
nual Communication  a  balance  of $3,781  68 

Since  that  time  he  has  received  from  Grand  Sec- 
retory  5.419  08 

Making  a  totol  of ^  $9,200  76 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers 5,511  73 

Leaving  as  balance  on  hand  of $  3,689  03 

To   which   add    balance  of  contingent  fund  in 

hands  of  Grand  Secretory 4  64 

Estimated  dues  received    by  Grand  Secretory 

since  November  15,  1896 1,200  00 

Estimated  receipts  for  Charters  (6) 210  00 

"    Dispensations  (4) 140  00 

"              "         "    Certificates 20  00 

*•              *•       from  sale  of  Codes 10  00—1,584  64 


Making  total  of $  5,273  67 

Of  this  amount  your  Committee  recommend  the  following  appro- 
priations to  defray  current  expenses,  to- wit: 

For  salary  of  Grand  Secretary  (to  be  paid  in 

monthly  instollments) |1,800  00 

For  Assistant  Grand  Secretary 200  00 

**    salary  of  Grand  Treasurer  for  last  year 160  00 

**      Tyler,  this  Communication  26  00 

••      Chaplain 25  00 

"      Lecturer,to  be  paid  quart'ly  300  00 
**    Chairman  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Ex- 
pulsions and  Appeals 60  00 

For  Chairman   Committee  on  Foreign   Corre- 
spondence    2fif^  ^ 
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For  rent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 

•*    contingent  fund  of  Grand  Secretary 750  00 

'*    expenses  Grand  Tyler,  this  Communication..       20  4*5 
**    amount  due  Permanent  Trust  Fund  for  Char- 
ters, Dispensations  and  Codes 208  GO 


Making  total  appropriations,  including  Trust 
Fund $  4,429  (ft5 


Leaving  a  balance  of $     744  G2 

From  said  balance  of  |744.(>2  deduct  amount 
hereinafter  recommended  to  be  paid  to  bro. 
Dingley  for  services  as  Registrar,  &c  $     450  00 

There  will  remain  a  balance  of $     294  62 

Out  of  which  we  recommend  that  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Committees  on  Work  and  Finance  at  this  Annual  Commumcation 
be  paid. 

PERMANENT    TRU8T    FUND. 

Your  Committee  have  also  examined  the  Annual 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  your  Permanent  Trust 

Fund,  and  find  that  at  the  date  of  last  report 

they  had  a  balance  of |861  42 

Have  received  from  general  fund 701  78 

Have  collected  interest  on  Alabama  bonds  this 

year 1,088  00 


Making  total  of $2,051  20 

Of  which  amount  they  have  paid  for  safety  deposit 

box ". 10  00 


Leaving  balance  on  hand $2,641  20 

CONDITION    OF    PERMANFNT   TRUST    FUND. 

Your  Permanent  Trust  Fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  to- 
wit: 

Twenty-seven  Alabama  Bonds,  class  **A,"  registered,  of 

the  denomination  of  |1  ,(NN).(K»  each $27,000  00 

Two  Alabama  Coupon  Bonds,  of  $l(K).(X)each 200  00 

Interest  due  January  1,  ISiXi,  on  $27,200. (M» &i4  00 

Cash  on  hand 2,64120 

Add  appropriations  for  Charters,  Dispensations  and  Codes        208  00 
Amount  cash  found  among  old  records  by  Bro.  Dingley. .  17  2o 

Total  amount |30,611  06 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  S.  Foster, 
Bknj.  F.  Popr, 
Bkn.  M.  Jacobs, 

Committee. 


■Mi 
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GURLET  LODGE  NO.  521. 

Bro.  Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
made  the  following  report  as  to  consolidation  of  Mays- 
ville  Lodge  No.  158,  with  Gurley  Lodge  No.  521  : 

To  the  Ai. \  fV.\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  Bro.  J. 
W .  Grayson,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  preamble  to  the  resolution 
is  quite  indefinite,  but  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at 
its  last  Annual  Communication  your  Committee  finds  that  the 
above-named  Lodges  were  authorized  to  consolidate  under  the 
Charter  of  Gurley  Lodge  No.  521. 

Your  Committee  also  learns  that  the  property  formerly  belonging 
to  Maysville  Lodge  No.  L58,  but  now  in  the  hands  of  the  consoli- 
dated Lodge,  can  be  sold  at  this  time  for  a  sum  that  would  more 
than  pay  the  dues  of  the  said  Maysville  Lodge. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  the  said  resolution  be  not  adopted. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  S.  Foster, 
Bbnj.  F.  Pope, 
Ben.  M.  Jacobs, 
Committee. 

In  their  last  Annual  Report  your  Committee  called  the  attention 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  miscellaneous  and  unassorted  collection 
of  property  then  lying  in  utter  confusion  in  the  Library  room  at- 
tached to  the  Grand  Secretary's  office,  and  recommended  that  R.*. 
W.'.  Wm.  H.  Ding  ley  be  authorized  to  assort,  classify  and  arrange 
said  property,  and  from  the  records  make  up  a  complete  Masonic 
Register  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

At  the  time  of  making  the  above  recommendation  your  Commit- 
tee fully  realized  that  the  work  thus  assigned  to  Bro.  Dingley  was 
one  that  would  require  an  outlay  of  much  time  and  labor  and  the 
exercise  of  great  care  and  skill  on  his  part,  but  we  felt  assured  that 
the  work  would  be  well  and  faithfully  done.  In  this  expectation 
your  Committee  has  not  been  disappointed,  but  the  undertaking 
has  proved  to  be  one  of  far  greater  magnitude  than  was  at  that  time 
anticipated. 

Much  has  been  done  and  well  done,  but  much  more  remains  to  be 
done,  and  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  it  would  be  a  very  un- 
wise policy  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  allow  the  matter  to 
stop  here.  The  work  should  be  continued  and  carried  on  to  com- 
pletion.   To  do  this  will  take  at  least  another  year's  time  and  an 
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outlay  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  money,  but  when  the  work  is 
completed  the  good  that  will  result  therefrom  will,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  Committee,  many  times  over  compensate  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  the  outlay. 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution,  aud  recommend  its 
adoption: 

Resohed,  That  R.'.  W*.  Bro.  Wm.  H.  Dingley  be  authorized  to 

continue  the  work  of  asi^orting  and  classifying  the  old  records  in 

the  Grand  Lodge  Library  room,  and  preparing  a  complete  Masonic 

Register  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  sum  of  four  hundred 

and  fifty  ($45000)  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid 

to  him  as  compensation  for  said  services. 

Your  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  Grand  Treasurer 
be:,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  keep  on  deposit  in  the  Bank  of 

Montgomery,  of  the  general  fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge  a  sum  not 

exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  at  any  one  time,  for  the  payment 

by  check  of  appropriations  and  expenses  authorized  by  this  Grand 

Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  S.  Foster, 

Benj.  F.  Pope, 

Ben.  M.  Jacobs, 

Committee. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  AS  TO  H.  C.  TOMPKINS 

LODGE,  NO.  545. 

Bro.    Wm.    8.    Foster,   Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Finance,  made  Report,  and  the  Report  was  adopted. 

To  the  M.\  W.\  Qrand  Lodge  A.'.  F.\  <&  A.'.  M,:  of  Alabama: 

In  the  matter  of  the  Resolution  offered  by  W.  R.  Hardy  asking  that 
a  Charter  be  given  H.  C.  Tompkins  Lodge,  No.  545,  free  of  charge, 
your  Committee,  after  careful  consideration,  find  as  follows:  Section 
<s,  Article  1  of  the  Constitution  reads  as  follows: 

**For  every  Dispensation  granted  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge, 
there  shall  be  paid  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  the  use  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  thirty-five  dollars,  and  for  every  Charter  there  shall  be  paid 
in  like  manner  thirty-five  dollars;  and  no  Dispensation  or  Charier 
shall  be  delivered  until  the  foregoing  fees  are  paid." 

To  adopt  the  Resolution  would  be  to  violate  the  Constitution  of 
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the  Grand  Lodge«  and  your  Committee  reports  advercly  to  its  adop- 
tion. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  S.  Foster, 
Bkn.*F.  Pope, 
Ben.  M.  Jacobs, 

Committee. 
INDEX  MASONIC  CODE. 

Bro.  Wm.  S.  Foster,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, made  Report,  and  the  Report  was  adopted: 

To  M.\  \\\\  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabatna : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  recommends  that  the  Resolution 
offered  by  Bro.  Christenberry.  requiring  that  an  alphabetical  index  to 
the  Masonic  Code  of  Alabama  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  be  so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  printing  of  such  an 
index,  on  separate  sheets  of  suitable  size,  to  be  pasted  in  the  Code; 
and,  in  that  form,  we  would  recommend  its  adoption. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  S.  Foster, 
Ben.  F.  Pope, 
Ben.  M.  Jacobs, 

Committee. 

RESIGNATION  OF  R.\  W.\  BRO.    R.    M    CUNNINGHAM. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  announced  that  R.-.  W.-. 
Bro.  R.  M.  Cunningham  had  tendered  his  resignation 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work. 

PRESENTATION  OF  GAVELS   BY  STUDENTS  OF  THE  A.  A  M. 

COLLEGE. 

The  R.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  read  the  following  letter 

from  Mr.  J.   J.  Wilmore,  Professor  of  Mechanic    Arts 

of  the  A.  &  M.  College: 

Auburn,  Ala.,  Dec.  2,  1896. 

Hon.  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Grand  Secretary  of  Grand  Lodge,   A.'.  F,\  d- A.\ 
M.\  of  Alabama: 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  sendinii:  a  number  of  Gavels, 
made  by  the  students  of  the  Mechanic  Arts  Department  of  the  A.  & 
M.  College,  class  1895,  to  be  presented  to  the  members  of  your 
Grand  Lodge,  with  their  compliments  and  best  wishes. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 

Director  of  Laboratory  of  MeciYi^rAC.  Ktv» « 
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Whereupon  R.-.  W.-.  Bro.  Benj.  F.  Pope  offered  the 
following  Resolution,  and  it  was  unanimovMy  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Lodj^^e  accepts  with  gratitude 
the  beautiful  Gavels  piade  and  presented  by  the  students  of  the  A.  & 
M.  College,  and  that  the  R.*.  W.*.  Grand  Secretary  be  requested  to 
return  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  donors. 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  P.'.  G.'.  M.'.  FRANCIS  L.  PETTUS. 

In  accordance  with  the  Resolution  adopted  at  the 
(Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1894,  M.-.  W.-. 
Grand  Master  Geo.  P.  Harrison  presented  P.-.  G.-.  M.-. 
Francis  L.  Pettus  a  Testimonial  in  the  form  of  a  beau- 
tiful gold  watch,  suitably  inscribed,  accompanying  said 
presentation  with  an  appropriate  address,  which  was 
happily  and  feelingly  responded  to  by  P.-.  G.*.  M.-.  Pet- 
tus. 

INSTALLATION  OF    GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.-.  W.-.  11.  II.  Brown,  Past  Grand  Master,  duly  in- 
rttalled  the  Grand  Officers-Elect,  Bro.  I).  W.  Mclver  act- 
ing as  Grand  Marshal. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  APPOINTED. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
Standing  Committees: 

ON  FOREIGN  CORRKBI^ONDENCB. 

rainier  J.  PiUans Belknap. 

ON  MA80NIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Henry  C  Tompkins MoDtgomerj. 

F.  L.  Pettus J9elma. 

Pinckney  B.  Hickman EIIml 

Ramuel  G.  Woolf Linden. 

H.  Dixon  Armstrong Troy. 

ON  8UKPENKION8,  EXPULSIONS  AND  APPEALS. 

H.  8.  I).  MaUory Selma. 

H.  T.  Benton Seale. 

H.  C.  Dismukes ShUoh. 

ON  FINANCE. 

William  8.  Foster MobUe. 

Uenj.  F.  Pope Qadaden. 

lien,  M.  Jaoobe .'^. Birmingham. 
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ON  PERMANENT  TBU8T  FUND. 

George  P.  Harrison Opelika. 

James  A.  Bilbro Gadsden. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery. 

ON  WORK. 

Robert  J.  Redden Sulligent* 

Angus  M.  Scott Clopton. 

William  W.  Daffln Grove  Hill. 

William  W.  McOollum Brierfield. 

ON  TRANSPORTATION. 

W.  W.  Screws Montgomery. 

Abe  Isaac Montgomery 

George  F.  Moore Montgomery. 

THANKS  TQ  RAILROADS. 

On  jnotion  of  the  R.-.  W.-.  Graud  Secretary,  Bro.  H. 
Clay  Armstrong,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were 
tendered  to  the  railroads  that  so  generously  transported 
the  members  of  this  Grand  Body  at  reduced  rates. 

MINUTES   READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Annual  Grand  Communication, 
the  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 

by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain,  Bro. 

William    C.   Bledsoe,  the  Seventy-fifth  Annual  Grand 

Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 

of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Maspns  of  Alabama  and 

its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed  in  Ample  Form, 

and  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master's  Gavel  fell  at 

Low  Twelve. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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[EXHIBIT  "A.'] 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Wm.  H.  Dinglby,  Grand  Treasarpr, 

In  account  mth  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA, 

A.\  F,\<k  A.'.  MASONS, 

1894.  DR. 

Nov.    16.    To  balance $3781  68 

1895. 

Jaly      1.    Received  from  Grand  Secretary $1729  35 

Nov.    15.  "  *'  *•  "  3399  38 

•*  '*  '*  "  12  76 

18  00 
175  00 
84  60— $5410  08 

$9200  76 
1894.  CR. 

Nov.    30.    Rent  of  Hall  and  Offices 800  00 

Dec.      5.    Finance  Committee— W.  8.  Foster 24  00 

B.  F.  Pope 21  00 

F.  J.  Cowart 6  05 

Correspondence  Committee — P.  J.  Pillans  .  200  00 

Committee  on  Work— A.  M.  Scott 30  00 

R.  J.  Redden 31  50 

R.  M.  Canningham  .  20  00 

W.  W.  McCollum....  28  50 

Com.  on  8u9p  ,  Ex.  <&  Aps.— H.S.  D.  Mallory  50  00 

Gi-and  Chaplain 25  00 

8.    Grand  Tyler 43  90 

13.    Grand  Secretary's  Assistant 300  00 

G'tind  Treasurer 150  00 

19.    Brown  PrintingCo 70  00 

1805. 

Jan.       2.    Safe  D^^posit  Co 10  00 

Sept.    16.    Grand  Lecturer,  J.  M.  Brundidge 300  00 

Feb.     20.    Insurance 100  00 

July      2.    Contingent  Fund 750  00 

Nov.     15.    Graiid  Registrar 850  00 

Permanent  Fund 70178 

Grand  Secetary's  Salary 1500  00—  5611  73 

Balance  on  hand 3689  08 

$9200  76 
Wm.  H.  Dimgley, 
Nov.  15, 1895.  Grand  Treasarvr. 
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[EXHIBIT  "B."] 

GKANI)  SECKETARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

H.  Clay  Abmstrono,  Grand  Secretary, 

In  account  vnth  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

To  General  Fond, 

OR. 

Dues  collected  since  last  report $1729  35 

18f>5. 

July     17.    Dues  Ck>llected— Vernon  Ijodise,  No.  389... .  U  00 

30.        "           "           Bladon  Spr.  Lod^,  No.  151  U  00 

Aug.      2.        '*           *'           CI uttsville  Lodge 13  00 

for  1895  to  Nov.  15th 3399  38 

Grand  Lodee  Certificates 18  00 

Widows'  Certificates 12  76 

Masonic  Codes  sold 8  60 

Charier  Sulligent  Lodge,  No.  532 35  00 

Dispensation  Mount  Zion  Lodge,  No.  542...  35  00 

Bridgeport  Lodge,  No.  543... .  35  00 

H.Clay  Armstr'g  I^g  ,  No.  544  35  00 

H.  C.  Tompkins  Ldg.,  No.  545  35  00 

Boaz  Lodge,  No.  546 35  00^-$&419  08 

CR. 
Hy  amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer,  as  per 

Vouchers  No?.  1  to  6 $5419  08 

[EXHIBIT  "C."l 

H.  f'LAY  ARMHTRONfi,  Grand  Secretary, 

In  arcwint  wUh  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA, 

1895.    To  Contingent  Fund, 

DR. 

To  Balance  on  hind $  12  89 

Amount  from  Grand  Treasurer 750  00—1762  89 

CR. 

Hy  Postage,  Express,  Telegrams,  etc 224  43 

Printing  and  Stationery 429  65 

Gas  Bills 17  22 

Servant  Hire 31  56 

Fuel 11  00 

P.  O.  Box  Rent 8  00 

Sundries 36  40 

Balance  on  hand 4  64— $768  89 

H.  Clay  Armbtboho, 
Grand  Saontsry. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

— BY- 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  p.  J.  riLLANS,P.-.G.-.  M.-.,  Chairman, 


To  the  Rf.\  IV.\  Grand  Lodge  of  the  SiaU  of  Alabama: 

Once  more  are  we,  in  the  Providence  of  God.  spared  and  permit- 
ted to  lay  before  you  the  result  of  our  labors  in  the  review  of  such 
Proceedmgs  of  sister  Grand  Lodges  as  have  come  to  our  hands. 
Our  effort  has  been  to  put  you,  dear  brethren,  in  full  possession 
of  what  those  Grand  Lodges  are  doing,  and  to  some  extent  what 
their  leading  minds  think  on  Masonic  subjects,  rather  than  to  furnish 
you  with  disquisitions  of  our  own.  believing  this  to  be  the  province 
of  the  reviewer  mainly.  Yet  we  have  not  hesitated  to  give  our  own 
views  also,  though  always  as  curtly  as  possible. 

The  Proceedings  reviewed  are  as  follows: 


Arizona 1894 

Arkansas 1894 

British  Columbia 

California 1894 

Canada 

Colorado 1894 

Connecticut 1895 

Delaware 1894 

District  of  Columbia ....     1894 

England 1895 

Florida 1895 

Georgia 1894 

Idaho 1894 

Indiana 1895 

Iowa 1895 

Indian  Territory 1895 

Kentucky 1894 

Kansas 1895 

Louisiana 1895 

Maine - 1895 

Maryland 1894 

Massachusetts 1894 


Nevada 1895 

North  Carolina 1895 

New  York 1895 

New  Jersey 1895 

New  Hampshire 1895 

New  Brunswick 1894 

New  Mexico 1894 

Nova  Scotia 1894 

North  Dakota 1895 

Ohio 1894 

Oklahoma 1895 

Oregon 1895 

Pennsylvania 1894 

Piince  Edward  Island  . . .  .1895 

Quebec 1895 

Rhode  Island 1894 

South  Carolina 1894 

South  Australia 1895 

South  DakoU 1895 

Tennessee 1895 

Texas 1894 

Uuh   1895 
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Michigan 1.H9.5  Virginia 1894 

Minnesota 1895  Vermont 1894-95 

Mississippi 1 895  Wisconsin  1895 

Manitoba 1894  West  Virginia 1894 

Montana 1894  Washington 1895 

Nebraska 1895  Wyoming 1894 

From  their  perusal  we  have  derived  no  little  pleasure  and  instruc- 
tion, and  we  hope  this  review  may  prove  both  agreeable  and  ele- 
vating to  you. 

From  them  we  learn  that  notwithstanding  the  depressed  condi- 
tion of  the  country  during  the  past  year,  yet  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
has  steadily  grown  in  numbers  and,  we  most  ardently  hope,  in  mor- 
als and  usefulness.  There  have  been  added  to  the  Order,  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,as  from  reports  reviewed,  1H,U)8.  Grieved 
are  we  to  find  that  a  few  Grand  Jurisdictions  report  a  shrinkage, 
which  we  may  hope  will  soon  be  cancelled,  the  loss  being  848. 

The  question  of  how  to  diminish  the  number  of  non- affiliates  still 
harasses  the  minds  of  a  few,  but  it  has  not  occupied  by  any  means 
a  prominent  position. 

There  has,  however,  come  to  the  front  a  question  which  we,  with 
some  others,  deem  of  vital  importance  to  the  weltare  of  the  Order. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  venerable  though  she  be,  after 
great  labor  in  perfecting  her  rituals,  for  the  preservation  of  "uni- 
formity of  work*'  within  her  Jurisdiction,  has  reduced  the  same  to 
paper  in  cipher.  The  result  was  to  have  been  anticipated.  There 
are  now  very  many  copies  of  this  authorized  work,  in  and  around 
Boston,  the  original  having  been  unwarrantably  used  for  gain.  After 
investigation  the  two  brethren  implicated  were  expelled,  and  the 
use  of  any  cipher  made  a  Masonic  otfense.  Would  it  not,  however, 
have  been  infinitely  better  to  have  locked  the  stable  before  the  horse 
was  stolen?  The.se  copies  of  the  ritual  are  still  in  existence,  and 
I ht-y  contain  what  had  been  declared  by  Grand  Lodge  to  be  the 
true  and  proper  work.  But  whence  does  this  or  any  other  Grand 
Lodge  derive  its  power  to  reduce  the  ritual  to  cipher?  is  a  question 
which  should  recur  to  every  Mason,  even  the  youngest  E.  A., 
though  still  in  the  N.  E.  corner. 

We  indeed  have  always  thought  that  we  were  bound  under  no 
c  ircumstances  to  write  out  the  work,  lest  by  any  accident  in  so  doing 
we  discover  it  to  others.  At  least  we  were  surely  so  taught  at  the 
very  threshold  of  Masonry.  This  injunction  was  oftentimes  re-iter- 
ated in  the  several  Degrees  we  took,  le.st  we  should  be  guilty,  even 
inadvertently,  of  this  heinous  otfence.  But  now  we  see  Grand 
Lodges  authorizing  this  thing.  Whence  is  this  power  of  a  Grand 
Lodge  derived?    Is  it  claimed  for  the.se  bodies  that  they  have  the 


APPENDIX.  S 

consciences  of  the  brethren  within  their  keepin}^^?  Can  they  absolve 
the  brethren?  If  so,  whence  their  power?  We  are  unfortunately, 
perhaps,  of  those  who  deny  such  powers  to  Grand  Lodges.  We 
think  these  bodies  should  themselves  do  nothing  subversive  of  the 
ancient  requirements  of  Masonry,  while  they  at  the  jame  time  de- 
mand this  of  their  subordinates. 

Secrecy  and  circumspection  was  our  first  and  fundamental  instruc- 
tion, and  frequently  were  we  reminded  of  ihem,  so  that  we  became 
to  esteem  them;  more  particularly  secrecy,  as  fundamental  land- 
marks of  the  Order.  Is  secrecy  not?  Then  who  has  the  power  to 
do  anything  that  might  by  any  possibility,  and  under  any  circum- 
stances, enable  others  to  know  any  portion  of  the  esoteric  work? 
'*It  is  not  in  the  power  ot  any  man  or  body  of  men  to  make  innova- 
tions in  Masonry. *'  But  is  not  this  putting  this  arcana  of  Masonry 
within  the  reach  of  the  profane  an  innovation  in  the  body  of  Ma- 
sonry? 

We  specially  direct  the  attention  of  brethren  who  read  this  in- 
troduction to  the  review  of  Massachusetts,  West  Virginia,  Oregon 
and  Mississippi,  that  they  may  see  for  themselves  the  enormity  of 
the  act.  We  see  it  stated  that  the  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky  recog- 
nizes the  right  of  a  C^rand  Lodge  to  enact  any  laws  which  it  may 
deem  proper,  on  the  score  of  its  supreme  sovereignty.  But  if  this 
is  so,  then  France  had  the  right  to  strike  out  the  prerequisite  of  a 
belief  in  Deity,  nor  had  she  committed  a  very  much  graver  Masonic 
of!ence  than  this.  Indeed,  no  Grand  Lodge  is  of  such  absolute  in- 
dependence as  to  alter  or  change  the  ancient  fundamental  require- 
ments of  the  Order.  Grand  Lodges  and  authorized  Lodges  are  but 
agents  of  the  great  fraternity,  scattered,  as  it  is,  over  the  habitable 
globe,  to  enlarge  the  number  of  its  members  and  extend  its  princi- 
ples and  usefulness.  The  Order  itself  rests  upon  immutable  princi- 
ples, not  to  be  trifled  with  by  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

We  then,  my  brethren,  as  first  in  order,  take  up  for  examination 
the  Proceedings  of 

ARIZONA — 13TH  Annual,  November,  1894. 

Lodges,  11;  members,  51.S;  gain,  2. 

We  are  met  at  the  opening  of  this  pamphlet  with  the .  record  of 
Proceedings  of  a  Special  Communication  for  the  performance  of  the 
funeral  obsequies  of  M.'.  W. *.  Bro.  Dayton  A.  Reed,  who  died 
while  clothed  in  the  panoply  of  M .  *.  W.*.  G.  * .  Master.  So  it  is  that 
death  knows  no  distinction,  but  with  equal  step  knocks  at  the  palaces 
of  the  great  and  the  hovels  of  the  poor.  Alabama  extends  to  her 
brothers  in  Arizona  her  sincerest  sympathy  in  this  her  loss. 
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Grand  Master  informs  us  that  the  Territory  was  in  a  "pros- 
perous condition,"  and  that  "every  loxlge  is  in  a  healthy  financial 
Condition,"  save  one.  He  also  gives,  as  the  reason  for  this  excep- 
tion, that  it  had  suffered  great  loss  by  tire,  with  no  insurance, 
and  reads  a  lecture,  as  many  other  Grand  Masters  have  done  on  the 
advisability  and  necessity  of  each  Lodge  carrying  a  reasonable  in- 
surance. This  will  not  be  done  so  long  as  Grand  Lodges,  -in  such 
cases,  remit  dues  and  issue  duplic  ite  Charters  free. 

A  brother  was  reasonably  supposed  to  have  committed  suicide, 
and  the  question  whether  he  could  be  buried  with  Masonic  honors 
t>eing  submitted,  the  Grand  Master  decided  that  he  could  not,  un- 
less there  was  ground  for  supposing  him  to  have  been  at  the  time 
insane.  Is  not  this  putting  on  trial  one  who  cannot  answer?  Was 
the  brother  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  if  so, 
shall  he  be  degraded  without  opportunity  of  meeting  his  accusers? 
Is  this  Masonic? 

The  business  was  purely  routine. 

Reckmer  N.  Fredericks,  Prescott,  G.  M. 
George  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  G.  Sec'y- 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

ARKANSAS — 55TH  Annual,  November,  1894. 

Lodges,  44*J;  members,  13,H72;  gain,  2Ht). 

Grand  Master  ].  M.  Harkey,  after  opening  the  Grand  I.,odge, 
delivered  his  address,  characterized  by  modesty, directness  and  good 
sense.     In  it  he  says: 

1  congratulate  the  Craft  upon  the  happy  and  favorable  au.spices 
under  which  we  have  assembled  to-day.  The  past  year  has  been 
one  of  peace  and  prosperity,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
financial  condition  of  the  country.  The  time-honored  principles  of 
nur  noble  order  have  stood  us  well  in  hand,  and  its  wise  and  con- 
sfTvative  spirit  has  been  useful,  and  we  need  many  times  and  in 
many  places  to  temper  and  tone  down  the  angry  passions  that 
heated  political  debate  is  ready  to  provoke. 

He  speaks  of  having  received  nine  hundred  letters,  to  many  of 
which  reference  to  pre-existing  decrees  were  only  necessary. 

He  issued  Di.spen.sations  for  four  new  Lodges,  and  these,  together 
with  one  other,  received  Chariers  at  this  Communication. 

In  speaking  of  the  reports  of  the  D.*.  D.*.  Grand  Masters,  be  tells 
of  many  Lodges  whose  dues  are  no  larger  than  the  (irand  Lodge 
rt-iiuires  of  them,  trusting  to  the  work  done  to  meet  current  ex- 
penses.    This  is  unfortunate,  and  doubtless  leads  to  the  multipKca- 
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tion  of  appeals,  &c.,  and  as  he  says:  *'They  are  liable  to  make  a 
Mason  of  a  man  that  is  not  worthy.'*  This  is  so,  and  the  supreme 
object  of  the  institution,  the  ability  to  aid  when  necessary,  is  en- 
tirely lost  sight  of. 

He  recommends  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  would 
enable  them  to  pay  off  the  debt  due  on  the  Temple .  This  question 
of  "how  we  shall  do  this,''  is  the  disturbmg  one.  The  amendment 
was  lost.  A  diminution  of  the  mileage  was  proposed  and  lost,  but 
contrariwise,  the  per  diem  and  mileage  were  made  by  edict  the 
first  claim  on  the  Treasury.  This  Grand  Lodge  has  required  the 
fee  tor  initiation  of  the  first  candidate  initiated  in  each  Lodge,  after 
the  passage  of  the  resolution,  to  be  paid  towards  this  debt.  It  were 
wise  to  withhold  building  until  the  means  are  in  hand,  as  it  is  un- 
just to  tax  posterity  for  our  pleasure. 

An  effort  to  cheapen  the  Degrees  was,  we  are  pleased  to  state, 
lost. 

Custodians  for  the  work  were  provided;  and  we  are  informed  that 
a  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously  (the  last  word  in  capitals)  to 
provide  a  hall  in  the  Temple  ''for  the  accommodation  of  the  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star." 

N.  P.  Richmond,  Malvern,  G.  M. 
Fay  Hempstead,  Little  Rock,|G.  Sec'y. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence—lack  of  funds,  we  suppose, 
as  we  notice  that  the  salary  of  Grand  Secretary  was  greatly  dimin- 
ished. 

CALIFORNIA — 45TH  Annual,  Octouer,  1894. 

There  are,  within  this  Jurisdiction,  358  Lodges,  with  membership 
of  17,040,  and  a  loss  during  the  year  of  54.  The  withdrawals  were 
less  than  the  affiliations  by  seventy-three,  deaths  within  seven  of 
the  withdrawals,  while  the  suspension  N.  P.  D.  were  within 
127  of  those  raised. 

What  will  our  brethren  of  Alabama  say  when  we  tell  them  that  the 
tabular  statement  shows  that  members  of  almost  all  these  Lodges 
pay  annual  dues,  ranging  from  six  to  twelve  dollars,  there  being 
but  six  whose  dues  are  less  than  six  dollars. 

Grand  Master  Henry  Sayre  Orme,  after  opening  Grand  Lodge 
in  Ample  Form,  delivered  his  Address.  In  it  he  thus  speaks  of  the 
institution  of  Masonry  as  being  a  potent  factor  in  the  betterment  of 
our  race : 

I  have  alluded  to  the  fact  that  this  Grand  Lodge  is  coeval  with 
our  State  in  organization.  It  is  historical  that  Freemasonry  was 
established  in  this  country  early  in  the  Colonial  period.     Most  of 
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the  noted  personages  in  the  ^reat  events  of  our  country's  histor^Tt 
up  to  the  present  time,  have  been  members  of  our  Society.  I-et  it 
not  be  forgotten  that  Masonry,  while  it  is  the  most  ancient  or  the 
social  organizations  of  mankind  and  the  most  influential,  is  qualified 
by  the  distinctive  word  "Free, "and  stands  for  toleration  in  the  great 
questions  which  divide  the  minds  of  men.  It  aims  not  to  govern 
opinion,  and  it  steadfastly  resists  coercion  on  ail  sides.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  professes  and  enforces  adherence  U>  the  moral  law, 
which  binds  civilized  mankind  in  a  common  brotherhood.  vVe 
stand,  therefore,  on  a  platform  broad  enough  to  hold  all  good  men, 
but  let  us  remember  that  those  who  are  to  be  of  us  must  come  of 
their  own  acconl  and  not  by  our  solicitation.  Our  precepts  are  not 
proclaimed  from  the  rostrum,  pulpit,  housetops  or  streets,  but 
siiould  be  exemplified  in  our  daily  life  and  conduct  according  to  the 
words  of  Holy  writ:  *'Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 

He  expresses  himself  as  adverse  to  an  afTiiiation  fee,  and  also  tu 
the  gtrneral  rule  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  no  Lodge  funds  can  be 
used  for  refreshments  or  any  other  purpose  not  purely  Masonic;  and 
on  this  latter  subject,  which  had  been  under  consideration,  the 
('ommittee  on  Jurisprudence  made  a  full  report  in  opposition  to  his 
views,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  adhered  to  its  heretofore  often  ex- 
pressed opinion. 

He  thinks  the  amount  charged  for  Di.speusations  and  Charters 
loo  great,  it  being  J125. 

He  entertains  the  liveliest  hopes  of  an  early  completion  of  the 
Widows*  and  Orphans'  Hume,  notwithstanding  the  great  financial 
depression  of  the  past  year  has  somewhat  diminished  the  contribu- 
tions. The  report  of  the  Trustees  shows  that  of  the  |lo8,(MK)  sub- 
Si  ribed,  S;{9,(MMJ  had  been  collected,  and  that  a  site  had  been  pur- 
chased. We  doubt  not  the  ultimate  result,  for  our  brethren  of  Cali- 
fornia are  noway  loth  to  aid  the  destitute  of  the  fraternity,  as  wit- 
ntr.ss  the  annual  expenditures  made,  in  this  behalf  by  the  several 
boards  of  relief,  to  which  we  have  so  often  alluded,  and  to  which 
this  Grand  Lodge  contributes  this  year  over  p),(.HM). 

It  was  moved  that  10,(M)0  copies  of  the  Proceedings  be  published 
and  distributed  pro  rata  among  the  several  Lodges  for  the  better 
information  of  the  members,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, who  reported  adversely,  "owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge,"  &c. 

W'.'  Bro.  Niles  Searles  delivered  to  the  Grand  Lodge  an  elabor- 
ate address  on  the  origin  and  spread  of  Masonry,  its  religious  teach- 
ings and  its  future,  thus  closing  it : 

To  drift  with  the  current  is  easy.  To  meet  and  subdue  error,  to 
lead  in  the  battle  of  progress,  to  sw^ay  men  into  paths  of  greater  use- 
fulness to  themselves  and  the  world,  calls  for  the  exercise  of  the 
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hiehest  attributes,  the  sublimest  couraij^e,  imparted  by  deity  to  mor- 
tal man,  and  nurtured  by  the  ennobline  lessons  of  Masonry. 

If  we  perform  well  the  duties  devolving  upon  us,  and  leave  to 
them  brig^ht  examples  for  imitation,  we  may  reasonably  hope  that, 
profiting  thereby,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  the  golden  future 
as  in  the  prasy  past,  will  so  live  and  conduct  themselves  and  so 
illustrate  the  Masonic  virtues  that  the  very  name  will  stand  as  a 
synonym  for  all  that  is  pure  and  noble. 

A  Resolution  having  been  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
the  purpose  of  which  was  to  prevent  any  member  of  a  Lodge  who 
was  either  a  principal  of,  or  employee  in  a  saloon  from  holding  office, 
was  reported  upon  adversely  and  concurred  in. 

Notwithstanding  the  eHort  at  forced  membership,  we  find  our 
sister  troubled  as  all  other  jurisdictions  are  with  the  unaffiliated 
**arniy."  Human  nature  is  averse  to  being  driven.  Men  are  much 
easier  led  than  driven. 

James  Baunty  Stevens,  San  Francisco,  G.  M. 
George  Johnson,  San  Francisco,  G.  Sec*y. 

M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Wm.  Abram  Davies,  P.'.  G.'.  M.\,  presented  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  we  find  Alabama  for  1H93.  He 
quotes  approvingly  from  Grand  Master  Pettus*  address,  what  he 
said  touching  the  duty  of  the  members  as  Representatives  of  their 
Lodges,  and  also  applauds  the  style  of  his  decisions. 

We  fully  agree  with  what  he  says,  as  quoted  below,  but  neverthe- 
less think  that  it  would  be  well  if  there  could  be  adopted  by  the 
several  Grand  Lodges  some  rule  that  would  be  acted  upon  through- 
out them  all.  Our  Grand  Lodge  holds  to  perpetual  Jurisdiction 
though  of  comparatively  recent  origin,  yet  we  ourself  entertain 
grave  doubts  of  its  usefulness  : 

And  we,  of  California,  are  with  Kentucky  on  that  question.  Life 
is  too  short  to  entertain  the  proposition  of  perpetual  jurisdiction. 
We  believe  in  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  its  right 
to  enact  laws  for  its  protection  and  for  the  advancement  of  its  in- 
terests within  its  Jurisdiction  must  be  unquestioned.  Our  Grand 
Lodge  has  exercised  its  authority  in  that  regard  and  declared  what 
the  prerequisites  for  admission  to  Lodges  of  its  obedience  shall  be  ; 
and  while  we  would  not  give  cause  for  ofience  by  questioning  the 
judgment  of  a  sister  Jurisdiction  in  its  rejection  of  material  presented 
for  Its  use,  we  will  always  insist  upon  our  right  to  review  such  ca.ses 
as  are  presented  to  us,  and  exercise,  under  our  Constitution,  the 
right  to  correct  possible  errors. 

COLORADO — 34TH  Annual,  September,  1894. 

Lodges,  88;  members,  6,839;  gain,  177. 

Grand  Master  Jethro  C.  Sanford  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the 
condition  of  the  Craft  and   its  prosperity,  ''notwithstanding  the 
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great  financial  depression  and  the  serious  prostration  of  our  princi- 
pal industry— and,  I  might  add,  the  malicious  attack  of  the  Papal 
authorities."  He  then  expresses  the  thought  that  the  difference  in 
sentiments  between  the  East  and  the  West  on  a  political  subject  is  a 
large  factor  in  the  depression,  and  speaks  of  the  necessity  in  the 
former  of  more  "bimetallic  light."  We  leave  to  his  brethren  to 
say  if  this  was  Masonically  proper. 

In  examining  the  roll  of  Grand  Representatives  he  found  many 
who  were  appointed  to  represent  other  Grand  Lodges  near  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  were  non-attendants  of  its  sessions,  so 
he  requested  the  cancelment  of  their  commissions,  and  named  others 
for  their  places.    This  he  did  because— 

Justice  demands  that  brethren  receiving  such  commissions  should 
show  some  slight  interest  in  the  work  of  this  Jurisdiction,  and  by 
attending  our  annual  sessions,  be  prepared  to  mform  their  respect- 
ive Grand  Lodges  of  our  Masonic  happenmgs. 

He  granted  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge,  which  received  a 
charter  at  this  Communication. 

Life  membership  pertains  in  this  Jurisdiction,  though  the  Grand 
Master  thinks  it  wrong  in  principle. 

Among  his  rulings  was  one  {declaring  St.  John's  Day  a  working 
day  for  Lodges,  but  the  Grand  I^dge  differed  with  him,  declaring 
it  to  be  a  feast  day,  on  which  no  work  should  be  done,  unless  it  and 
a  stated  day  for  Lodge  meeting,  as  provided  for  by  the  by-laws, 
should  accidentally  coincide. 

He  laid  l^efore  the  Grand  Lodge  the  communication  from  Missis- 
sippi touching  jurisdiction  over  applicants  fur  the  Degrees,  which 
was  approved. 

We  fmd  this  Grand  Lodge  struggling,  as  did  that  of  Alabama 
many  years  since,  with  the  notes  for  Grand  I^dge  funds  loaned  out 
on  mortgage,  &c. 

It  seems  to  us  strange  that  a  Lodge  should  be  allowed  to  expend 
any  portion  of  its  funds  in  the  burial  of  a  suspended  Mason,  although 
only  for  N.  P.  D.,  for  it  were  better  that  the  dues  should  have  been 
remitted,  if  poverty  was  the  cause  of  suspension. 

Wm.  L.  Bush,  Idaho  Springs,  G.  M. 
Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Denver,  G.  Sec'y. 

A  P.*.  G  \  M.*.  jewel  was  presented  to  the  late  Grand  Master. 

Rro.  l^wrence  N.  Greenleaf,  P.*.  G.*.  M.*.,  made  the  Report  on 

Correspondence,  in  which  he  reviews  the  proceedings  of  Alabama 

for  isya. 

That  the  brethren  of  Colorado  may  have  all  the  light  possible  on- 
the  question  of  a  Masonic  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Home,  he  lays 
the  views  of  our  Grand  Master  Pettus  fully  before  them. 


APPENDIX.  9 

Our  disting;uished  Brother  writes  always  not  only  a  readable  but 
a  deeply  interesting  report,  and  from  the  various  proceedings  culls 
all  important  decisions  on  mooted  questions  so  methodically  ar- 
ranged, that  after  a  few  years  these  proceedings  will  be  invaluable 
to  the  student  ot  Masonic  law.  He  also  continues  to  show  that 
afuient  Masonry  consisted  as  to-day  of  three  **grades*'  or  "degrees,** 
call  them  as  you  will.  In  our  last  we  gave  his  argument  in  full,  so 
desist  here. 

We,  however,  below  give  you 

CORNER  STONE  ODE. 

Hail  now  the  builders  true, 

Whose  works  have  passed  review — 

Plumb,  level,  square. 
We  praise  their  master  art. 
Which  once  of  ours  was  part; ' 
And  still  doth  claim  our  heart: 

Its  image^there. 

Art  of  all  arts  the  crown, 

On  which  the  sun  looks  down; 

As  ages  wane. 
Time's  wrecks  we  wander  'mid — 
Empires  'neath  sands  are  hid — 
Still  soars  thy  Pyramid, 

O'er  Egypt's  plain. 

When  war  with  frenzied  might. 
From  splendor's  dazzling  height. 

The  nations  hurled; 
'Mid  ruin  and  decline, 
Thy  sister  arts  repine — 
While  glory,  caught  from*  thine, 

O'erspreads  the  world. 

When  peace  unfolds  her  wing, 
And  vme  and  blossom  spring 

Where  hosts  were  massed. 
The  builder  toils  amain— 
The  hand  shapes  thought  of  brain. 
And  cities  rise  again. 

And  temples  vast. 

The  shuttles,  war  and  peace, 
Weave  history's  web,  nor  cease, 

Till  freedom's  hour— 
When  structures  deck  earth's  face. 
Upreared  to  bless  our  race: 
Foundations  such  we  place, 

Love's  priceless  dower. 

Strength,  wisdom,  beauty,  blend. 
And  o'er  this  stone  ascend, 

'Neath  nature's  smile — 
Till  under  arch  of  blue. 
The  perfect  work  we  view— 
The  builder's  dream  come  true — 

The  stately  pile. 
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CONNKCTICUT— ro7TH  Annual,  January,    1895. 

Constituting  this  lurisdiction  are  111  Lodges,  having  an  aggre- 
};ate  membership  of  in.oH,  with  a  net  gain  of  4o7. 

Grand  Master  Henry  O.  Warner  speaks  of  the  Craft  as  prosper- 
(iiis,  and  the  absence  of  cases  needing  attention  from  the  Committee 
(»n  Ciritfvances  betokens  the  fact.  Every  Lodge  was  represented, 
and  the  Grand  Secretary  reports  "last  year  one  of  harmony  and 
prosperity  among  the  Craft.'* 

Many  Dispensations  were  issued,  and  some  of  these  were  for  con- 
ferring the  Degrees  out  of  time. 

The  brethren  of  Connecticut,  we  are  informed  by  Grand  Master, 
made  manifest  by  liberal  subscriptions  towards  providing  a  Home 
^:c.,  their  "zeal  and  interest."    Of  it,  Grand  Master  says: 

The  object  we  have  had  in  view  for  more  than  twenty  years  has 
been  accomplished  ami  we  now  realize  that  Connecticut  is  not  be- 
hind many  other  sister  Jurisdictions  in  providing  such  a  home.  Let 
iln'  good  work  upon  which  we  are  now  engaged  prosper  and  con- 
tinue until  our  fond  hopes  are  fully  realized,  and  the  Masonic  Home 
made  a  monument  to  our  generosity. 

And  in  this  connection,  we  give  you  a  resolution  of  this  Grand 
Hody  on  this  subject,  remarking  that  if  this  brings  the  necessary 
funds,  then  truly  is  our  sister  to  be  congratulated  and  our  brethren 
fully  applauded: 

A'fso^rj,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  recommend  to  each  Lodge  to 
rtturn  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  Masonic  Charity 
Koun<iation,  a  sum  equal  10  seventy  five  cents  per  capita  of  its  mem- 
l)»-rs,  the  same  to  be  paid,  one-half  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May 
and  the  remainder  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1895. 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  proposition 
from  Grand  Lodge  of  \\i.sconsin  in  regard  to  this  bestowal  of 
(haiity,  reported  adversely,  on  the  ground  that  Connecticut  had 
already  made  an  edict  on  this  subject  and  felt  no  di.sposition  to 
alter  it. 

It  w.J!^  ordered  that  the  balance  of  the  year's  salary  of  Bro,  J.  K. 
Wheeler,  C'.rand  Secretary,  then  deceased,  be  paid  to  his  widow. 
]' Or  the  late  Grand  Secretary  we  mourn  with  our  brethren  there  be- 
(  ause  he  was  bright,  firm,  honest  in  the  expression  of  his  convictions, 
adhering  with  tenacity  to  the  truth,  and  withal,  brilliant  beyond  most 
ot  us.  \Nith  our  brethren  we  sympathize,  nor  would  we  forget  her, 
whu,  in  this  hour  of  sore  bereavement,  need  so  much  sympathy  and 
(-«)nsolation. 

Henry  O.  Warner,  New  Milford,  G.  M. 
John  H.  Barlow,  Hartford,  G.  Sec*y. 
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This  latter  Past  Grand  Master,  with  whom  we  have  so  often  met 
in  another  field,  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  in  it  in- 
cluded a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1898. 

And  now,  my  dear  Brother,  whence  got  you  our  Grand  Master? 
or  who  were  the  printers?  They  must  use  their  specs,  for  Pettus 
doesn't  look  like  Pillus. 

He,  however,  quotes  liberally  from  Grand  Master  Pettus'  address, 
though  not  always  with  approval.  Grand  Master  Pettus  having 
given  his  reasons  for  not  being  an  advocate  for  a  Home,  alludes  to 
it  as  **a  Masonic  poor  house,"  which  drew  from  our  brother  the  fol- 
lowing: 

We  take  exception  to  the  language  used.  A  Misonic  Home  is 
in  no  sense  a  poor  house,  as  the  brother  will  ascertain  if  he  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  their  history  in  jurisdictions  where  they  are  in 
active  work.  We  expect  to  have  one  in  Connecticut  in  a  few  months, 
which  we  propose  to  maintain,  to  better  care  for  the  disabled,  the 
widows  and  the  orphans,  by  giving  them  the  comforts  .of  a  home. 

The  report  is  such  as  we  knew  the  writer  would  produce,  and  will 
bear  the  closest  inspection.  We  could  profitably  dwell  with  it,  but 
the  fear  of  making  our  own  too  long  deters  us. 

DELAWARE — 88th  Annual,  October,  1894. 

This  pamphlet  comes  adorned  with  the  portrait  of  M.*.  W.*.  Grand 
Master  Eldad  L.  Clarke,  and  brings  the  cheering  intelligence  that 
her  29  Lodges  are  prosperous  and  include  1975  M.  Masons,  the  in- 
crease having  been  73. 

The  Grand  Master  bewails  the  loo-frequent  indulgence  in  intem- 
perance, gambling  and  profanity  by  the  brethren,  and  properly  says 
that  "the  principles  of  our  Order  do  not  tolerate"  them  He  had 
visited  every  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction,  but  was  not  pleased  at  find- 
ing so  great  diversity  in  the  work;  but  hoped  that  the  plan  recently 
adopted  would  bear  as  good  fruit  in  the  other  districts  as  it  had  in 
one  where  put  in  force,  and  recommends  that  the  same  be  applied 
to  the  other  districts.  He  thinks  the  habit  of  changing  the  Grand 
Master  every  year  "just  as  he  becomes  competent  to  perform  his 
duties  faithfully*'  a  bad  one.  The  Constitution  provides  that  no  one 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Grand  Master  more  than  three  years 
in  every  six . 

He  reported  a  case  of  continuancy  by  a  Worshipful  Master  whom 
he  suspended  by  arrest  of  Charter,  and  upon  full  investigation  his 
action  was  sustained .  Though  the  Charter  was  restored  to  the 
Lodge,  the  Worshipful  Master  being  continued  under  suspension. 

Notice  of  the  invitation  from  Colorado  for  the  Washington  Cele- 
bration was  given  hy  him  and  a  Delegate  was  appointed. 
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The  Grand  Lodf^es  of  New  Zealand,  Tasmania  and  Oklahoma 
were  duly  recos;nized. 

We  are  pleased  at  seeing  nest  eggs  prepared  for  a  Grand  Lodge 
Charity  Fund  and  a  Reserve  Fund,  the  first  being  now  over  |1,600 
and  the  latter  over  $1,400,  and  also  at  the  provision  that  a  hall  once 
dedicated  to  Masonic  uses  can  not  be  "used  for  other  purposes  or 
occupancy  of  any  other  Society.** 

Virginius  V.  Harrison,  G.  M. 

Benj.  F.  Bartram,  G.  Sec'y- 

« 

The  M.'.  R.'.  Lewis  H.  Jackson,  G.  Chaplain,  Chairman  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence,  made  a  most  excellent  and  concise  re- 
port, which  might  readily  serve  as  a  pattern.  Indeed,  it  is  only  sur- 
prising that  he  can  condense  into  so  small  a  space  so  much  matter. 
Of  Masonic  Homes  he  says: 

Such  happy  homes  of  charity  as  this  and  mauy  other  Jurisdictions 
in  our  land  are  sustainin{^,  must  ever  stand  as  pillars  of  witness  to 
the  beneficence  of  Masonic  principles  and  practice,  and  a  rebuke  to 
those  who  captiously  traduce  the  institution.  '*By  their  fruits  ye 
shall  know  them." 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA--84TH  Annual,  NovEMBER/94. 

Several  Special  Communications  were  held,  and  at  one  of  them 
the  several  Degrees  were  illustrated,  M.'.  W.*.  Grand  Master  Henry 
S.  Merrill  presiding  over  each. 

At  the  Senii-Annual  Communication  various  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  were  adopted  and  others  submitted.  A  movement 
was  also  inaugurated  for  the  building  of  a  new  Masonic  Temple. 

There  are  within  this  Jurisdiction  24  Lodges  chartered,  and  a  Dis- 
pensation for  another  was  recommended.  Membership,  4H21;  gain, 
so.  This  gives  an  average  membership  to  each  Lodge  of  over  200. 
They  hold  a  balance  in  treasuries  of  $10,328,  or  an  average  of  more 
than  $4iH).  There  was  expended  in  charity  by  them  near  fSOO 
apiece.  They  hold  in  securities  and  bonds  an  average  of  more 
than  ItMM),  and  in  stock  of  Masonic  Hall  and  its  bonds  more  than 
;^~>(N)each.  The  amount  expended  in  charity  during  this  year  is 
:;ti  :Mo  per  cent,  of  the  net  amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer.  What  a 
not>le  example  of  what  can  be  done  by  united  effort  and  proper  de- 
termination! We  sincerely  hope  that  this  may  be  read  by  our  breth- 
ren of  Alabama,  and  that  it  may  engender  a  determination  to  go 
and  do  likewise. 

Of  the  Masonic  Mutual  Relief  Association  Grand  Master  says, 
"it  has  saved  the  Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction  thousands  of  dollars, 
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and  has  caused  joy  and  gladness  to  hundreds  of  widows  and  or- 
phans,'* etc.,  and  Bro.  Singleton  adds  his  estimate  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  them. 

There  were  no  grievances  to  redress,  nor  would  we  expect  any 
where  Masonic  admonition  was  so  well  heeded,  as  is  indicated  by 
the  condition  recounted  above. 

The  Grand  Lodge  approved  of  the  Santa  Fe  plan  for  a  Home  for 
consumptives,  but  declined  to  become  a  stockholder  therein.  It 
declined  to  approve  of  the  Wisconsin  plan  for  Masonic  relief. 

David  G.  Dixon,  Washington,  G.  M. 
Wm.  R.  Singleton.  Washington,  G.  Sec'y- 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  o<  our  venerable  Bro.  Singleton, 
who  is  almost  as  old  as  ourself,  is  embellished  with  a  likeness  of 
the  writer,  which  was  authorized  by  Grand  Lodge  in  token  of  their 
esteem  and  respect.  In  this  report  Alabama  for  18113  receives  no- 
tice, but  we  hear  our  Brother  grumbling  thus: 

We  are  at  a  loss  fully  to  understand  his  entire  review  of  our 
Proceedings  for  1892.  On  page  17  and  a  part  of  page  18  we  get 
along  very  smoothly,  but  all  at  once  we  find  mixed  up  with  our 

?art  something  about  Florida,  which  was  comnienced  on  page  16. 
low  did  this  occur,  Bro.  PiUans? 

Why  thus  we  are  unable  to  explain,  for  most  assured,  we  had  not 
been  indulging,  and  were  not  reviewing  two  volumes  at  once;  nor 
do  we  see  that  the  binder  was  at  fault,  so  we  are  forced  to  place  the 
blame  on  that  much-abused  scape-goat,  the  printer. 

He  thinks  every  visitor  should  demand  and  be  shown  the  Charter 
of  the  Lodge,  and  on  this  subject,  under  California,  says: 

We  would  like  to  know  from  our  brother  where  a  clandestine 
Lodge  could  get  a  Charter.  When  there  are  two  Grand  Ix>dges  in 
a  particular  Masonic  District,  as  in  Ontario  and  now  in  Ohio,  those 
Lodges  ^r^  irregular  and  have  Charters,  and  if  the  present  writer 
were  to  be  in  either  one  of  those  Jurisdictions,  and  visited  a  Lodge 
not  known  prior  to  his  visit,  he  should  certainly  not  enter  the  Lodge 
until  he  had  insp>ected  the  Charter,  notwithstanding  *'ihe  most  potent^ 
gtmfe  and  reverend  seigniors'^  assembled  in  Congress  at  Chicago  last 
August  decided  otherwise.  Had  there  been  among  them  one  old 
fogy  Si ^  think  he  would  certainly  have  entered  his  protest  as  to  that 
dictum. 

We  are  pleased  at  finding  so  distinguished  a  brother  and  ourself 
in  full  accord  as  to  the  status  of  Symbolic  Masonry  in  Mexico.  He 
says: 

We  have  occasionally  received  publications,  printed  in  Mexico 
in  the  Spanish  Language,  containing  general  Masonic  matter,  but 
have  no  official  knowledge  as  to  the  present  status  of  Masonry,  and 
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we  think  that  we  should  dissolve  the  official  relations  with  each  of 
these  State  Grand  Bodies.  If  official  relations  are  to  be  continued, 
it  should  be  with  the  one  governing:  body  in  Mexico  only. 

We  await  further  official  information  as  to  the  real  situation  of 
Masonry  in  Mexico,  and  have  continued,  in  our  table,  the  Grand 
Representatives. 

He  rather  approves  of  the  continuation  of  the  system  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  although  he  has  seen  no  g^reat  good  result,  neither 
has  any  *'harm"  grown  out  of  it  as  yet. 

The  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  every  instance  grew  out  of 
the  A'''J<»w«/ dignity  which  it  was  thought  had  been  trenched  upon; 
where  the  representative  was  wine.  In  Pennsylvania  af>  on^im'.  In 
Iowa  adopted  \^Ty  recently, 

ENGLAND. 

We  have  only  received  the  print  of  the  Quarterly  Communication 
h«rld  on  the  oth  day  of  June,  lM»o.  R.-.  \V.*.  Hro.  William  Wither 
Braniston  Reach  as  Grand  Master,  V*.  W.*.  Rro.  Edward  Letch- 
worth  being  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Hoard  of  Benevolence  shows  that  during^  the 
preceding  three  months  there  had  been  expended  by  them  the  sum 
of  twelve  thousand  dollars  on  behalf  of  needy  brethren  or  widows  of 
such . 

There  was  a  very  animated  and  interesting  discussion  relative  to 
certain  amendments  to  their  rules  which  pertain  to  Colonial  Lodges, 
and  after  which  the  further  consideration  was  postponed  until  the 
Dt'Cember  Communication. 

Elections  were  held  for  members  of  the  Board  of  (ieneral  Pur- 
poses, the  Colonial  Board  and  other  offices. 

There  was  received  from  the  Lodges  for  the  Benevolent  Fund 
over  $:il,<MM),  and  for  register  fees  and  certificates  near  f14,0(N). 

The  Fund  of  Benevolence  holds  interest-bearing  consols  tor  over 
5i!iN),(NN),  and  the  Fund  of  General  Purposes  holds  a  balance  of  more 
ihantn.tMH). 

FLORII)A-~66th    Annual,  1895. 

Lodges.   Mo;  members,  1,*»-2 ;  gain,  112. 

I  )ispensations  were  granted  for  eight  new  Lodges,  and  Charters 
issued  to  six,  while  five  were  continued  U.  D. 

Grand  Master  VVm.  Forsyth  Bynum  granted  very  many  Dispensa- 
tions, and  among  them  were  a  goodly  number  for  authorizing 
Lodges  to  confer  Degrees  *'out  of  time." 

His  decisions  were  no  tnumerous,  and  seem,  in  most  cases,  to 
have  been  made  by  reference  to  the  Constitution  or  to  the  Code. 
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He  mentioned  the  receipt  of  the  application  from  the  New  Mexi- 
can Lodge  tor  permission  to  address  a  circular  to  the  subordinates, 
asking  aid  in  the  estabh'shing  of  a  home  for  consumptives  at  Santa 
Fe,  and  his  reply  thereto.  In  this  he  declined  the  permission,  be- 
cause Florida  is  the  home  for  consumptives,  so  recognized,  and  be- 
cause he  knew  that  the  brethren  had  nothing  to  spare. 

What  constitutes  the  "true  Mason,"  is  so  well  given  by  him  that 
we  reproduce  it  here : 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  closing  my  duties  as  Grand 
Master,  permit  me  to  say  it  is  well  to  be  skilled  in  our  ritual  work, 
but  he  only  is  the  true  Mason,  who  feels  within  his  bosom  the  deep 
fountain  of  humanity,  ever  gushing  and  thrilling  with  divine  emo- 
tion, as  in  one  universal  view  he  embraces  mankind  and  human 
necessities.  It  is  well  to  feel  the  mystic  bond  which  binds  us  to 
each  other  as  Brothers  of  the  same  Order,  but  he  only  is  the  true 
Mason,  who  feels  within  his  heart  the  golden  mystic  tie,  drawing 
ever  in  love,  sympathy  and  holy  fraternity  toward  all  his  fellow 
creatures.  It  is  the  great  purpose  of  Masonry  to  give  shape  to  and 
regulate  our  life  and  action  ;  how  to  be  good  and  true  men  and  Ma- 
.sons  is  the  great  lesson  taught;  to  be  true,  is  the  important  duty  en- 
joined, and  ever  to  be  faithful  is  the  sum  of  our  obligations. 

From  the  Report  o*"  the  Grand  Secretary  we  copy  what  follows, 
because  the  advice  is  as  good  for  us  as  for  our  brethren  of  Florida: 

One  other  point  I  wish  to  warn  the  Craft  upon.  Every  fall  and 
winter  our  Jurisdiction  is  filled  with  a  set  of  frauds  who  undertake 
to  work  the  brotherhood  for  all  they  can  make  ;  tht;y  are,  for  the 
most  part,  plausible  men,  mAny  of  them  specially  up  in  examina- 
tions, and  are  therefore  apt  to  deceive,  as  a  rule  they  are  members 
of  the  great  army  of  the  unaffiliates,  suspended  and  expelled.  Ma- 
sons. I  would  advise  in  every  case,  demand  first  some  document- 
ary evidence  of  recent  date,  a  recent  receipt  for  dues,  or  certificate 
of  membership  of  recent  date;  if  they  have  neither  of  these,  say  to 
them  you  will  telegraph  to  the  Lodge  of  which  they  claim  to  be 
members;  better  expend  a  few  cents  wiring  than  dollars  to  an  un- 
worthy fraud  and  swindle. 

The  following  Resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, which  "reported  adversely  thereto,  and  the  report  was 
not  adopted.*'  So  we  suppose  that  the  Resolution  will  have  some 
action  thereon  at  the  next  Annual  Communication. 

James  W.  Boyd,  Bartow,  G.  M. 

Albert  J.  Russell,  Jacksonville,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro  A.  J.  Russell,  Past  Grand  Master,  submitted  a  brief  Report 
on  Correspondence.  His  method  is  his  own.  In  it  he  very  prop- 
erly objects  to  the  use  of  irony  or  sarcasm  in  these  reports  as  being 
of  no  benefit  to  the  institution.    Nor  does  he  like  the  title  Foreign 
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Correspondence,  but  prefers  much  that  it  should  be  called  either 
**Masonic"  or  "Fraternal  Correspondence/*  Yet,  ''what's  in  a 
name?" 

He  objects  to  followint^  in  the  suit  of  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  Okla- 
homa, Kentucicy  and  Wyoming;,  in  the  destruction  of  the  system  of 
Grand  Representatives,  thoug;h  he  evidently  is  not  in  love  with  it. 

GEORGIA — ioSth  Annum.,  Novemrer,  1894. 

Lodges.  30H;  members,  lM,23r);  loss,  42f». 

This  loss  seems  to  be  very  jjreat  and  much  to  be  deplored,  the 
more  particularly  when  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  we 
]earn  thpt  Dispensations  for  eleven  new  Lodges  were  issued  and  the 
Proceedings  show  11  chartered  and  4  continued  U.  D.  Why,  then, 
this  loss  in  membership  ? 

The  D.'.  G  '.  Master,  John  P.  Shannon,  presided,  because  of  the 
incalculable  loss  to  this  Grand  Lodge  of  the  M.'.  W.*.  G.'.  M.*. 
John  S.  Davidson.  Of  him,  the  Grand  Master  said:  "He  was  the 
Moses  who  led  the  Masons,  of  this  Jurisdiction,  for  ten  years  through 
the  wilderness  and  confusion  of  debt  and  doubt,  and  when  helpless 
and  in  want,  he  provided  them  the  manna  of  sustenance."  Truly 
he  deserved  the  love  and  affection  of  the  Masons  of  Georgia  so 
lavishly  bestowed  upon  him. 

Grind  Master  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  resolutions  of  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mississippi,  touching  perpetual  Jurisdiction,  but  evidently 
was  himself  averse  to  them,  and  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence 
^ive  a  part  of  their  report,  as  follows : 

Your  committee  are  favorably  impressed  with  the  proposition 
emanating  from  the  Sister  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Mississippi,  and 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  same  by  this  Grand  Lodge, 
hut  for  one  clause  occuring  in  Rule  I.  This  clause  reciuires  that  the 
rejecting  Lodge  shall  furnish  to  the  Lodge  petitioned  by  the  appli- 
cant, **t/ie  g^roumis  upon  ivhich  iuch  rt'jt'ction  imu  madf,** 

To  your  committee,  this  clause  in  the  '*Kule**  would  seem  to  in- 
stitute an  inquiry  leaUinfr  into  the  secret  ballot.  Such  seeming  to  be  the 
case,  your  committee  would  respectfully  and  fraternally  refer  the 
matter  back  to  our  Sister  Granci  furisdiction,  with  the  expression 
of  the  hope  that  the  light  that  may  be  shed  on  it  there,  will  enable 
us  to  adopt  the  same  regulation  for  the  guidance  and  government 
of  the  Craft  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  Georgia;  and  your  Committee 
ui)  Jurisprudence  do  so  recommend. 

Also  the  proiK)sition  from  New  Mexico  for  the  establishment  of  a 
home  for  consumptives.  With  this  we  do  not  find  that  anything  was 
(lone. 

And  also  the  suggestion  from  Colorado  for  memorial  services  at 
the  tomb  of  Washington.    To  this  end  a  committee  was  appointed. 
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The  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home  would  seem  to  be  within 
reach  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  they  may  readily  get  possession  of  the 
••Confederate  Veterans*  Home"  and  go  right  along.  This  will  be 
done. 

He  called  attention,  in  the  following  language,  to  what  may  some* 
times  happen,  but  which  we  think  better  than  violate  the  secrecy  of 
the  ballot: 

Under  our  By-Laws,  there  is  reauired  a  separate  ballot  for  each 
Degree,  and  unanimous  election  oefore  the  Degrees  can  be  con- 
ferred. There  has  arisen  over  the  State,  in,  perhaps,  a  score  of  in- 
stances, a  rather  confused  and  embarrassing  state  of  affairs.  A 
candidate  is  elected  to,  and  receives  the  first  and  sometimes  the 
second  Degree.  There  is  no  complaint  at  his  lack  of  proficiency, 
but  when  a  ballot  is  ordered  for  advancement,  he  stands  rejected. 
He  is  allowed  to  apply  again  at  each  succfeeding  meeting,  and  it  has 
happened  that  for  successive  meetings  the  same  results  follow.  No 
charges  are  preferred,  no  reason  is  given  why  the  candidate  cannot 
be  advanced,  and  m  some  instances,  he  is  not  allowed  to  vist  Lodges 
even  of  the  degrees  that  have  been  preferred.  Now,  what  should 
be  done  in  such  a  contingency?  There  is  no  power  to  compel  the 
brother  or  brethren  who  cast  the  black  ball  to  also  prefer  charges, 
and  it  is  not  right  that  a  half-made  Mason  should  be  halted  and 
kept  in  this  condition  indefinitely.  Itis  an  injustice  to  him  and  a 
wrong  to  the  Order,  and  in  some  way  should  be  remedied. 

Grand  Lodge  seems  to  have  maintained  silence  on  the  subject. 

Grand  Lodge  donated  to  the  family  of  their  deceased  and  greatly 
beloved  Grand  Master  the  jewel,  collar  and  apron  he  had  so  long 
and  worthily  worn.  The  speech  delivered  by  Bro.  Jno.  W.  Akin, 
when  presenting,  is  unique  and  peculiar.  It  is  poetry,  not  prose, 
but  is  too  long  for  reproduction  here. 

John  P.  Shannon,  Elberton,  G.  M. 
Andrew  M.  Wollihin,  Macon,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  work  of  the  commit- 
tee, Bros.  W.  S.  Ramsey,  W.  E.  Mumford  and  A.  Q.  Moody.  As 
the  roll  is  called,  Alabama  for  1893  is  found  in  the  van  and  meets 
with  kind  treatment,  notwithstanding  our  Brother  seems  nettled 
that  ••  Georgia  is  not  mentioned"  in  ours,  and  we  are  left  ''to  explain*' 
why.  Only,  my  dear  Brother,  because  the  Grand  Secretary  did  not 
furnish  it.    Will  this  do? 

IDAHO — 27TH  Annual,  September,  1894. 

There  was  an  emergent  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  held 
on  the  23rd  of  May  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Idaho  Soldiers*  Home.    At  this  a  most  excellent,  instructive  and 
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exceedingly  valuable  address  was  delivered  by  Hon.  Joseph  W. 
Huston,  Chief  Justice  of  Idaho,  which  it  is  hoped  that  all  who  heard, 
pondered  well,  and  that  good  fruit  will  result. 

Idaho  has  27  Lodges,  and  we  would  be  pleased  to  give  some  idea 
of  the  strength  of  the  Craft  and  its  growth,  but  that  the  columns  are 
not  footed  in  the  statement  and  the  figures  are  so  small  that  our  old 
eyes  fail  to  grasp  them. 

Grand  Master  fames  A.  Pinney,  however,  seems  well  satisfied 
with  the  growth  and  condition  of  the  Craft,  and  thus  speaks  of  it: 

From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  gather  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  moral  tone  of  Masonry  in  Idaho  was  never  better  than 
now .  There  has  been  less  comparative  increase  in  membership 
than  at  some  former  periods  of  its  history,  which  of  itself  is  an  aus- 
picious omen.  Lodges  have  given  more  attention  to  the  exclusion 
of  unworthy  material.  The  portals  have  been  more  closely  guarded, 
and  the  moral  qualifications  of  candidates  more  strictly  inquired 
into.  Gambling,  intemperance  and  kindred  vices  have  been  warred 
against,  discipline  enforced  and  the  laws  and  regulations  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  generally  observed  and  respected.  When  every  Ma- 
son in  this  Jurisdiction  conies  to  understand  that  Masonry  means 
something  more  than  lectures,  attendance  upon  Lodge  meetings 
and  the  payment  of  Lodge  dues,  that  it  is  something  higtier,  nobler 
and  better  than  a  mere  mutual  aid  association,  a  brighter  future  will 
take  the  place  of  the  already  bright  present. 

Among  his  decisions  we  find  that  '*none  are  eligible  to  the  office 
of  Master  but  present  and  Past  Masters,  and  present  and  Past  War- 
dens, of  this  Jurisdiction;'*  but  the  Committee  on  lurisprudence,  we 
think  correctly,  said: 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  Past  Masters  and  Past 
Wardens,  whether  of  this  or  any  other  Jurisdiction,  may  be  elected 
Master  of  a  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction.  We  think  the  only  restric- 
tion with  reference  to  Past  Masters  is  this:  "That  only  Past  Masters 
ofLodges  under  thisjurisdiction  are  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge.'* 

This,  we  presume,  was  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  I^odge,  though 
we  fail  to  find  any  action  on  the  Report 

An  effort  was  made  to  repeal  the  Resolution  prohibiting  the  mak- 
ing of  a  woman  a  Mason,  but  the  Resolution  was  ordered  printed 
and  .sent  to  Subordinates,  that  Delegates  to  the  next  Communica- 
tion may  come  up  properly  instructed. 

Adelbert  B.  Clark,  Mountain  Home,  ('•.  M. 
Jonas  W.  Brown,  Boise  City,  (1  Sec'y. 

W.".  Bro.  Charles  C  Stephenson  again  presented  a  sprightly  gath- 
ering of  the  cream  of  the  Proceedings  reviewed.  Alabama  is  for- 
tunately found  in  her  accustomed  place  showing  her  face  for  18S8. 

The  report  is  concise,  yet  very  complete  and  interesting. 
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INDIANA — 74TH  Annual,  May,  1895. 

Lodges,  475.     Members,  27,507.    Gain,  610. 

Dispensations  authorizinj^  the  formation  of  four  new  Lodges  were 
issued,  and  Charters  were  granted  to  these  and  five  others  at  this 
Communication. 

Grand  Master  Frank  £.  Gavin,  when  speaking  of  the  By-Laws  of 
some  of  the  Lodges,  we  think  enunciates  what  should  be  held  as  cor- 
rect doctrine: 

By-I^ws,  however,  may  properly  go  further  and  require  the  fee 
to  accompany  the  petition,  but  it  is  no  part  of  the  plan  of  Masonry 
to  take  something  for  nothing.  The  candidate  must  enter  Masonry 
of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  has  a  right  to  withdraw  and 
proceed  no  further  up  to  the  time  of  his  initiation,  and  this  right  can 
not  properly  be  fettered  by  a  condition  of  forfeiture  of  the  fee. 

He  enunciates  the  right  doctrine  in  a  comment  on  one  of  his  de- 
cisions, and  it  is  a  complete  reply  to  the  proposition  from  Wisconsin 
as  to  Masonic  relief.     He  says: 

The  duty  to  extend  Masonic  relief  pertains  primarily,  I  apprehend, 
to  the  Mason  individually  and  personally,  rather  than  to  tne  mem- 
bers of  a  Lodge  collectively.  When  the  Lodges  undertake  the  dis- 
pensation of  Masonic  charity,  thev  do  so,  doubtless,  as  a  matter  of 
convenience  to  the  members.  I  know  of  no  limitation  upon  the  ob- 
ligation to  render  assistance  which  limits  the  duty  to  give  it  or  the 
right  to  ask  it  to  members  of  one's  own  Lodge. 

Some  eighteen  or  twenty  years  since  this  Grand  Lodge  was  so 
burthened  with  debt  that  its  members  were  greatly  discouraged, 
its  membership  diminishing,  and  it  held  its  Grand  Communications 
only  once  in  two  years  for  economy,  yet,  with  the  experience  of  the 
past  as  a  teacher,  she  now  has  a  balance  in  treasury  of  some  $15,000 
and  funds  invested  amounting  to  $25,Q0O  more,  as  reported  by 
Grand  Treasurer.  Truly.experience  is  a  good  teacher,  if  sometimes 
ungentle  and  harsh. 

The  necessary  provision  was  made  to  co-operate  with  other  Grand 
Lodges  in  the  memorial  celebration  at  the  grave  of  Washington,  as 
proposed  by  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado. 

Grand  Lodge  coincided  with  the  sentiment  of  the  Grand  Master 
as  to  Masonic  charity,  and  adopted  the  expressions  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  proposition  from  Wisconsin,  contained  in  the  following 
extract.  These  or  similar  are  to  be  learned  in  the  Proceedings  of 
every  Grand  Lodge  which  has  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject: 

Masonic  charitv  is  not  measured  by  the  amount  a  brother  has  con- 
tributed to  a  Locfge.    Ancient  charges  emphatically  declare: 
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**lfyim  discover  a  true  and  genuine  brother  in  want,  you  must  re- 
lieve him  x^you  can.  or  else  direct  him  how  he  may  be  relieved." 

Substituting  the  Lodge  for  the  individual  brother  would  destroy 
one  of  the  ancient  landmarkn  of  Masonry.  We  therefore  recommend 
that  the  Wisconsin  plan  for  general  Masonic  relief  be  not  concurred 
in. 

Grand  Ix)dge  is  equally  emphatic  in  the  expression  of  its  position 
on  perpetual  Jurisdiction. 

Edward  O'Rourke,  Fort  Wayne,  G.  M. 
Wm.  H.  Smythe.  Indianapolis.  G.  Sec'y. 

Rro.  William  Commons,  Chairman,  presented  the  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence, covering  270  pages.  It  is  indeed  an  admirable  expo- 
sition of  what  other  Jurisdictions  are  doing  and  thinking  on  Masonic 
subjects,  and  he  may  well  say  if  the  brethren  "will  do  us  the  honor 
to  read  our  production,  it  will  do  them  good."  We  coincide  in  his 
estimate  of  the  duty  of  the  reviewer,  as  by  him  stated,  ''Our  eflfort 
has  been  to  review  the  Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  not  the 
reviews  o!  reviewers."  Alabama  for  1894  receives  fraternal  notice, 
and  we  infer  that  he  does  not  applaud  the  Report  of  our  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  in  relation  to  the  keeper  of  a  saloon. 
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Lodges,  72;  members,  2,5*iH;  gain,  232. 

Very  flattering  to  the  pride  of  the  Order  were  the  Address  of  Wel- 
come and  the  Response,  in  their  view  of  its  rapid  growth  during  the 
twfnty-one  years  of  its  existence.  The  Grand  Master,  John  Coyle, 
also  in  his  Address,  uses  this  language: 

I  may  say  we  have  attained  the  years  of  manhood.  Although  we 
have  prospered  in  the  past,  it  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  we  may 
continue  to  improve  and  become  better  men  and  Masons,  and  let  us 
see  to  it  that  these  happy  expectations  are  realized. 

Kight  Dispensations  authorizing  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and  of 
these  seven  received  Charters,  also  one  whose  Dispensation  had  been 
continued,  and  one  was  continued  U.  D. 

Mis  decisions  are  in  accordance  with  our  conception  of  Masonic 
law  and  usage. 

He  reported  an  unfortunate  difference  between  himself  and  the 
Grand  Master  of  Missouri  as  to  jurisdiction,  or  what  constitutes 
residence  as  contemplated  in  their  Constitutions,  but  we  hope  and 
believe  that  further  reflection  will  completely  settle  this  matter. 
more  particularly  as  the  facts  become  better  known. 
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He  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  proposition  from  Wisconsin  about 
Masonic  relief,  but  Grand  Lodge  could  not  see  it  in  the  same  light. 
Neither  was  it  more  pleased  with  the  Mississippi  plan  of  dealing 
with  rejected  candidates;  and  in  dread  of  the  expense  it  declined 
the  invitation  to  participate  in  Memorial  services  at  the  grave  of 
Washington,  as  proposed  by  Colorado. 

A  brother  who  had  been  made  "under  an  assumed  name"  peti- 
tioned for  permission  to  have  it  chanj^ed  on  the  records,  and  as  the 
circumstances  which  induced  the  change  "did  not  seem  to  be  very 
criminal,"  this  was  allowed.  This  is  the  second  instance  of  the 
kind  that  we  have  noticed  since  we  have  been  writing  these  reports, 
but  we  cannot  now  name  the  other  Jurisdiction.  It  is  here  men- 
tioned that  the  change  was  allowed  as  the  conduct  which  induced 
the  alias  "did  not  seem  to  be  very  criminal."  If  criminal  at  all  what 
ought  to  have  been  done? 

We  are  indeed  pleased  at  the  following  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  think  that  others  "may  profit  by  their  example:" 

Your  Committee  on  Secretary  and  Treasurer's  Accounts,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petitions  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge  and  others,  pray- 
ing for  a  remission  of  dues  to  Grand  Lodge  because  of  the  burning 
of  their  halls,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  do  not  recommend  the 
granting  of  such  request  because  (first),  we  believe  it  a  bad  prece- 
dent that  may  be  greatly  abused,  and  (second),  we  believe  it  is 
much  better  (ox  the  Lodges  and  brethren  as  individuals  to  relieve 
and  aid  such  cases  as  are  worthy  of  Masonic  charity  than  to  have 
them  frequently  calling  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  for  funds. 

Honorary  membership  is  giving  them  some  trouble. 
The  following  shows  what  is  to  be  expected  from  voluntary  con- 
tributions to  a  Home.     It  is  from  the  Committee  on  Education: 

We  had  blanks  printed  and  sent  to  fifty-nine  Lodges,  soliciting 
funds  for  the  Orphans'  Home,  and  but  eight  responded,  viz:  Dixie, 
Sunset,  Lehigh,  Blue  Grove,  Claremore,  Burneyville,  and  of  which 
four  have  contributed  liberally — Claremore,  No,  53,  $10;  Oklahoma. 
No.  4,  (40;  Blue  Grove,  No.  63,  |8,  and  Burneyville,  No.  18,  |5.50. 
The  other  four  reported  as  per  letters  accompanying  this  report. 

There  have  been  thirty-two  orphan  children  reported  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  Doaksville  Lodge,  No.  2,  is  the  only  Lodge 
which  reports  having  expended  anything  for  their  education. 

We  recommend  that  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  give  this  impor- 
tant question  of  Education  and  Orphans'  Home  a  more  serious  con- 
sideration, for  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  will  probably 
attempt  the  erection  of  this  much  needed  institution,  and  funds 
accumulated  now  will  be  on  hand. 

John  Coyle.  Bailey,  G.  M. 

].  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,  G.  Sec'y. 
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This  latter  produces  as  usual  a  most  excellent  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, reviewing^  all  the  American  Grand  Lodges  save  one — 
Alabama  for  WM  being  therein. 

He  would  like  to  see  the  custom  introduced  into  his  Jurisdiction, 
which  prevails  in  some  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  British 
Provinces,  of  Grand  Lodge,  during  its  session,  attending  in  a  body 
and  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  divine  service. 

He  does  not  tike  our  position  (i.  ^.,  Alabama's)  on  the  whiskey 
selling  question. 

Under  Missouri  he  gives  a  very  elaboiate  and  extended  statement 
of  the  question  of  Jurisdiction,  to  which  we  have  alluded,  and  we 
think  the  facts  place  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory  in  the 
vantage  ground. 

He  is  not  in  favor  of  ciphers  as  a  means  of  transmitting  the  Ritual, 
as  may  be  seen  from  the  following,  taken  from  West  Virginia: 

No  favor  was  shown  to  printing  or  writing  in  cipher  or  otherwise 
any  portion  of  the  esoteric  work.  We  give  the  usual  Methodist 
salute  most  heartily. 

IOWA — 5 2D  Annual,  Junk,    1895. 

Lodges,  4G5;  members,  :26,1()3;  increase,  1,051. 

Grand  Master  L.  E.  Fellows  commends  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  Grand  Lodge  the  suggestion  from  Colorado  for  a  proper 
observance  of  the  centennial  of  the  death  of  George  Washington,  to 
take  place  on  14th  December,  181>H.  It  is  believed  that  every  Grand 
Lodge  within  these  United  States  will  join  on  thib  occasion. 

He  granted  Dispensations  for  live  new  Lodges,  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  their  work  proving  entirely  satisfactory,  Charters  were  au- 
thorized for  them. 

We  commend  what  he  says  in  relation  to  ^'inadequate  dues"  to 
the  thoughtful  consideration  of  all  Lodge  members.  They  were 
elicited  because  of  the  plan  for  dispensing  charity  by  Grand  Lodge 
adopted  at  last  Communication,  and  will  apply  generally.  It  is  as 
follows: 

I  desire  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  what  is  said  under  the 
head  of  "Inadequate  Lodge  Dues.*'  Lodges  that  will  fix  their 
annual  dues  so  as  to  barely  cover  incidental  exoen.ses,  leaving  noth- 
ing for  charitable  purposes,  fail  entirely  to  comprehend  the  objects 
and  aims  of  Masonry.  They  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  duty  of 
furnishing  relief  to  their  own  members  rests  primarily  upon  the 
subordinate  Lodge;  and  that  it  is  only  when  the  necessities  of  their 
own  members  or  their  families  are  so  great  as  to  become  biirden- 
Nome  that  aid  from  the  Grand  Lodge  I'harity  Fund  can  be  properly 
applied  for.   Many  Lodges  may  be  able,  with  dues  tixed  at  f2.G0  per 
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annum,  to  pay  their  Grand  Lodge  dues,  contingent  exjpenses,  and, 
with  a  reasonable  amount  of  work,  accumulate  something;  for  chari- 
table purposes.     No  Lodge  ought  to  charge  less  than  that  amount. 

You  can  with  difficulty  imagine  the  pleasure  it  gave  us  to  see  in 
the  Report  of  Grand  Secretary  T.  S.  Parvin  the  caption  of  '^Mexi- 
can Masonry/'  and  to  learn  that  so  reflective,  erudite  and  distin- 
guished a  Mason  as  our  Rro.  Parvin  is  acknowledged  to  be,  would 
be  able  to  enlighten  us,  from  personal  observation,  about  it.  Nor 
can  you  well  imagine  our  chargin  at  this  closing  paragraph: 

The  *'Gran  Dieta  Symbolica"  being  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons 
of  Mexico,  which  is  a  national  organization  like  that  of  our  own 
General  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar, has  been  recognized  by  some  three  or  more  of  the  American 
Grand  Lodges,  notably  Texas  and  New  York,  and  is  seeking  recog- 
nition from  others.  The  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  as 
also  of  other  American  Grand  Lodges,  are,  we  are  well  convinced, 
quite  ignorant  of  the  whole  subject  of  Mexican  Masonry,  and  the 
brother  who  shall  enlighten  them  upon  this  subject  from  actual 
observation  and  knowledge  will  do  a  good  work  and  confer  a  bless- 
ing upon  Masonry.  There  were  many  things  that  we  5:aw  much  to 
be  commended,  others  very  censurable  and  cannot  meet  the  ap- 
proval of  American  Masons,  but  we  are  not  disposed,  at  this  time, 
to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  we  ex- 
tract what  follows,  in  the  hope  that  if  there  be  any  such  Lodges 
with  us,  they  will  reflect  on  the  duties  they  owe  to  the  Order  and 
raise  their  dues:  % 

We  And  a  large  number  of  Lodges  in  the  State  whose  dues  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  meet  the  ordinary  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Lodge,  to  say  nothing  of  '^enabling  them  to  contribute  to  the  relief 
ot  distressed  brother  Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans.*' 
There  are  nearly  flfty  Lodges  whose  net  dues  are  |1  or  less,  and  in 
a  number  of  instances  only  twenty-flve  cents  above  the  Grand 
Lodge  dues.  We  are  unable  to  see  how  any  Lodge  can  expect  to 
maintain  an  existence  on  such  a  revenue,  and  the  records  bear  us 
out  in  the  statement  that  those  Lodges  are  the  flrst  to  apply  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  assistance  when  called  upon  for  charitable  work. 

The  singing  of  *'our  patriotic  ode  to  America"  on  the  opening  of 
the  second  day's  session  seems  a  little  Frenchy,  eh? 

Io*va  has  adopted  a  plan  for  forcing  the  lodges  to  insure  their 
property,  for  she  has  a  law  prohibiting  Grand  Lodge  from  remitting 
dues,  &c..  in  case  of  loss  by  Are,  if  there  has  been  no  insurance. 

Bro.  J.  C.  W.  Coxe  submitted  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
covering  135  pages,  and  giving  to  Alabama,  1894,  very  full  notice. 

He  differs  from  Grand  Master  Pettus  when  he  ordered  certain 
records  expunged  from  the  minutes  of  a  Lodge,  and  thinks  that  the 
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record  being:  correct,  an  additional  record  embodying  the  decision 
would  have  been  the  correct  thing. 

We  copy  what  follows,  that  the  attention  of  the  Jurisprudence 
Committee  may  be  drawn  to  his  remarks,  and  then,  perhaps,  we 
may  be  able  to  answer  his  inquiry  : 

A  Dispensation  was  issued  for  the  election  of  a  Worshipful  Master, 
the  brother  who  had  been  regularly  elected  being  ineligible  ;  and 
this  remark  follows:  ''While  I  am  aware  thata  Dispensation  should 
not  be  granted  to  elect  a  Master  while  the  Senior  or  Junior  vVarden 
remains,  yet  I  do  not  think  that  the  rule  was  ever  intended  to  apply 
to  a  case  of  this  sort" — but  we  are  l^ft  in  doubt  as  to  the  peculiarity 
which  so  marked  the  case  as  to  constitute  it  an  exception.  Four 
inonihs  later  a  Dispensation  was  issued  "to  elect  a  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter, the  vacancy  having  been  occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  former 
Worshipful  Master.*'  Rut  what  fate,  in  this  instance,  befell  the 
^v  ardens?  And  again  we  note  a  Special  Dispensation  "to  elect  a 
Worshipful  Master  and  Senior  Warden,  said  ofhcers  having  moved 
from  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.'*  Had  the  Junior  Warden  also  re- 
moved, died,  or  been  expelled?  We  confess  to  perplexity  in  at- 
tempting to  reconcile  the  last  two  instances  with  the  clear  state- 
ment of  law  laid  down  by  the  Most  Worshipful  m  the  first  case;  and, 
to  sunie  embarra.ssment  in  finding  a  justification  for  any  ot  the  Dis- 
pensations. Inasmuch  as  all  thes^-  Dispensations  were  approved, 
we  presume  that  some  warrant  therefor  is  found  in  the  Alabama 
Code.     Will  Hro.  Pillans  kindly  come  to  our  relief? 

Yet  we  are  aware  that  the  rule  established  by  Grand  Lodge  as 
earl\  as  1S()8  prohibits  the  Grand  Master  from  using  his  dispensing 
power  as  to  filling  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master,  while 
there  are  Wardens.  It,  however,  authorizes  its  use  to  fill  the  va- 
cant position  in  the  office  of  Senior  Warden,  and  declares  the  )unior 
Warden  ineligible  "The  Junior  Warden  does  not  succeed  to  the 
oflice  of  Senior  Warden  in  case  of  vacancy.'*  The  reason  assigned 
by  (irand  Master  Pettus  for  ^^ranting  a  Dispensation  to  elect  a  Wor- 
shipful Master  while  the  Wardens  were  still  there,  was  that  the 
Worshipful  Master  elect  was  ineli^.ible.  and  therefore  the  election 
must  have  been  void.  We  hope  to  hear  from  the  Committee,  how- 
ever. 

KANSAS — 39TH  Annual,  Femkuary,   1895. 

Lodges.  357;  members,  lJ*,83f>;  loss,  'M\.  This  gives  a  fraction 
over  .Vi  to  each  Lodge. 

.Seven  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued,  eight  received 
Charters  and  are  enumerated  above.  The  Committee  on  Chartered 
Lodges  .says:  "For  the  fir.st  time  in  the  history  of  this  Grand 
Lod^e  every  report  is  correct,  and  the  necessity  of  catling  attention 
to  a  long  list  of  errors  is  entirely  avoided." 
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Rapidly  is  our  Sister  of  Kansas  preparing  for  a  Masonic  Home^ 
and  doubtless  before  this  shall  be  read  by  you,  my  brethren,  a  build- 
ing will  be  in  progress  of  erection.  There  is  already  provided  a 
good  fund,  although  there  appear:$  to  be  some  hitch  in  ihe  manner 
of  increasing  it. 

At  this  session  the  per  capita  tax  was  reduced  from  $1.50  to  50 
cents.  This  does  not  look  well  for  the  Home,  and  we  find  a  few 
pages  further,  what  had  been  overlooked  by  us,  but  what  is  ma- 
terial to  the  wtlfiire  of  the  Home,  that  Grand  Lodge  recalled  the 
sum  of  over  $13,000  appropriated  to  the  Home  at  last  Communica- 
tion, and  ordered  it  paid  into  the  General  Charity  Fund.  So  the 
prospects  for  a  Home  have  vanished. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma  was  duly  recognized  and  greeted. 

James  H.  McCall,  Wichita,  G.  M. 
Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka,  G.  Sec'y. 

M.'.  W. '.  Bro.  M.  M.  Miller  made  the  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence, including  in  it  Alabama  for  1893. 

We  give  what  he  says  touching  the  decision  of  Grand  Master 
Pettus,  wherein  in  a  trial  of  one  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  and  the  witness  occupies  a  similar  position,  is  not  allowed  to 
be  present  at  the  trial  in  the  Lodge  room  : 

The  committee  approves  the  decision  in  the  main,  but  disagrees 
with  the  Grand  Master  as  to  the  right  of  the  defendant  to  be  pres- 
ent, and  cite  their  Code  for  a  mode  of  procedure  for  the  trial  of  sus- 
pended Masons. 

What  the  Code  of  Alabama  provides  we  do  not  know,  nor  for  the 
purposes  of  this  reference  is  it  material.  .  There  is  a  question  in 
this  matter  of  greater  importance  than  the  language  or  requirement 
of  a  Code«  and  that  is,  whetner  or  not  a  Masonic  body  should  not 
be  as  ready  and  willing  to  deal  justly  with  a  brother  upon  trial  for  a 
Masonic  offense,  even  if  then  under  sentenct^  of  suspension  for  de- 
hnquency  in  paying  dues,  as  a  court  would  to  the  same  person  if 
chitrged  with  a  criminal  offense,  i.  r,  grant  him  the  right  to  be 
present,  of)er  his  plea,and  permit  him  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses 
for  the  prosecution,  and  submit  testimony  in  his  own  behalf.  Surely 
the  ends  of  justice  would  have  been  attained  in  the  Lodge  as  well 
by  continuing  the  latter  case  (that  of  non-payment  of  dues)  against 
the  defendant  until  the  first  and  graver  charge  had  been  disposed 
of.  A  Masonic  body  is  showing  scant  courtesy,  to  say  the  least,  to 
one  it  has  called  brother,  when  by  any  procedure,  without  oppor- 
tunity for  being  present  and  defending,  it  takes  steps  to  deprive  him 
of  his  Masonic  life.  It  reminds  one  significantly  of  the  *'How  art 
thou,  mv  brother?"  of  Joab,  as  he  thrust  his  sword  under  the  fifth 
rib  of  Aoner. 

The  entire  report  betokens  great  industry,  care  and  reflection, 
and  is  an  admirable  specimen  of  work— it  being  **good.  square  and 
true." 
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KENTUCKY — 95TH  Annual,  October,  1894. 

Lodges,  456;  members.  18,077;  i^ain,  125. 

Our  distinguished  M.'.  W.'.  Bro.  James  W.  Staton,  Grand  Mas- 
ter, called  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the  invitation  from  that 
of  Colorado  in  relation  to  centennial  memorial  services  at  the  grave 
of  Washington,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee,  but  from  it  we 
find  no  report.  Also  the  communication  from  Grand  Lodge  of 
Wisconsin  relative  to  Masonic  relief.  The  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence reported  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  obligation  to  afford 
relief  is  only  limited  by  the  Masonic  standing  of  the  brother  apply- 
in)(  for  aid,  and  is  not  a  matter  of  Lodge  membership.  It  is  obliga- 
tory upon  all  Masons  everywhere  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  needy 
brother  without  regard  to  the  Lodge  to  which  he  may  be  specially 
allied  as  a  member. 

And,  also : 

Your  Committee  coincide  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Ma- 
sonic Congress,  held  in  Chicago,  **that  the  brethren  of  Lodges 
>;ranting  such  aid  are  not  entitled  to  demand  reimbursement  from 
the  Lodges  in  which  the  beneficiaries  hold  membership,  but  that 
when  a  member  of  one  Lodge  is  relieved  by  another,  and  the  finan- 
rial  situation  of  his  Lodge  is  such  as  to  permit,  common  courtesy 
.ind  duty  alike  demand  that  it  should  reimburse  a  poorer  Lodg^e 
relieving  its  members. 

This,  we  think,  the  correct  position. 

Grand  Master  approves  of  public  installations  at  which  not  only 
the  families  of  Masons  but  others  may  be  present. 

He  is  no  stickler  for  the  "perfect  man,"  but  his  sentiments  co- 
iiK  ide  with  the  rule  gov^ning  in  such  matters  in  Alabama. 

( )f  the  Home,  he  says: 

When  the  Home  was  in  its  infancv  it  was  necessary  to  keep  its 
w«ints  and  necessities  constantly  before  the  Craft,  but  the  Home  has 
become  a  permanent  fixture  in  Kentucky,  and  its  permanency  is 
Mire,  because  it  is  so  strongly  imbedded  in  the  affections  of  the 
Oaft  that  like  the  mighty  oak,  with  its  roots  sunk  deep  into  the 
earth,  it  will  take  an  earthquake  of  prejudice  and  passion,  or  a  hur- 
ricane of  indifference  and  cowardice,  upon  the  part  of  the  Craft  of 
Kentucky,  to  shake  or  uproot  the  magnificent  structure  which  has 
withstood  all  manner  of  passion  and  prejudice  only  to  shine  forth 
brighter  and  brighter  each  returning  year. 

It  was  unanimously  determined  to  celebrate  the  centennial  of  this 
Grand    Lodge,   and    a    committee    was   provided   to  formulate  a 

plan,  &c. 
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A  proposition  was  made  to  badge  the  members  of  the  Grand 
LxKlge  to  distinguish  them  from  visitors,  but  it  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

We  coincide  with  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  when  it  enunciated 
what  we  think  the  true  doctrine  in  the  following  : 

« 

Any  member  of  the  Lodge  visited  may  object  to  the  presence  of 
the  visiting  brother,  and  upon  such  objection  being  made  he  should 
not  be  admitted.  But  the  objection,  if  made  without  any  cause  be- 
ing assigned,  does  not  extend  to  any  other  meeting  of  the  Lodge 
except  that  at  which  it  is  made. 

So  they  come  !  and  the  Grand  Representative  system  seems  melt- 
ing and  fading  as  "mist  before  the  sun."  The  following  is  from  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  and  was  endorsed  by  the  votes  of 
Grand  Lodge : 

This  Committee  is  impressed  with  the  statements  of  the  Grand 
Master. in  regard  to  the  system  of  Grand  Representatives.  This 
system  finds  its  origin,  as  this  Committee  believes,  neither  in  the 
ancient  customs  of  the  Order,  nor  in  the  necessities  of  the  Craft, 
but  in  a  vain  attempt  to  follow  the  practices  of  civil  governments. 
It  further  believes  that  the  intercourse  between  Grand  Lodges  can 
best  be  conducted  through  their  Grand  Secretaries.  The  adoption 
of  the  following  Resolutions  are,  therefore,  recommended: 

Resolved^  That  Regulations  Nos.  454,  455,  456  and  457  be  repealed. 

Resotved^  That  all  commissions  to  Representatives  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Kentucky,  or  its  Grand  Master,  to  Representatives  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  near  other  Grand  Lodges,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  revoked. 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Master  be  directed  to  request  the  revo- 
cation of  all  commissions  to  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Lodges 
near  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Kentucky. 

Henry  H.  Holeman,  Madisonville,  G.  M. 
H.  B.  Grant,  Louisville,  G.  Sec'y. 

P.*.  G.  .  M.*.  W.  W.  Clarke  again  brought  forward  his  excellent 
Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Alabama  for  1893  is  found. 
From  it  we  quote  his  views  on  some  of  Grand  Master  Pettus'  decis- 
ions and  the  Committee  on  jurisprudence  report.  We  do  this  with- 
out comment: 

Aside  from  the  question  ot  the  right  of  a  suspended  Mason  to  be 

C resent  in  open  Lodge,  we  are  impelled  to  ask  how  could  these  men 
e  suspended  pending  a  trial  on  charges  of  unmasonic  conduct,  un- 
dergoing a  criminal  prosecution?  We  are  a  little  surprised  that  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  while  questioning  the  right  of  these 
parties  to  be  present,  do  not  question  the  suspension  itself.  We 
hardly  believe  that  a  court  of  justice,  engaged  in  the  trial  of  a  man 
for  murder,  would  suspend  that  important  investigation  to  investi- 
gate his  guilt  or  innocence  under  an  indictment  for  some  trifling 
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misdemeanor.  The  Lod};e  having:  obtained  jurisdiction  on  a  charee 
preferred  by  the  Junior  Warden,  it  was  not  permissible  to  put  tne 
brother  on  trial  for  a  lesser  oDense  until  acquitted  of  the  greater. 
Again,  beinyr  suspended  having  nu  Masonic  status— how  could  the 
Lodge  continue  to  exercisf  jurisdiction,  and,  possibly  bv  a  verdict 
of  guilty,  deprive  him  of  rights  which  he  did  not  possess? 

(5).  To  secure  re-instatement,  a  Mason  who  has  been  suspended 
for  the  non-payment  of  dues  must  pay  all  the  dues  which  he  owed 
the  Lodge  at  the  time  of  his  suspension;  and  also  all  the  dues  accru- 
ing from  the  time  of  his  :>uspension  until  his  application  for  re-in- 
statement  is  made  to  the  Subordinate  Lodge,  but  the  Lodge,  in  its 
discretion,  has  the  right  to  remit  all  or  such  part  of  such  dues  as  it 
may  seem  just  and  right. 

Decision  No.  5  ij,  we  think,  directly  contradictory  ot  decision  No. 
li,  which,  as  we  think,  is  a  clear  statement  of  Masonic  law,  and  would 
be  still  true  if  extended  by  the  elimination  ot  the  letters  **N.  P.  O.'* 
it  is  as  follows: 

("J).  A  member  of  a  Lodge  suspended  N.  P.  D.  is  in  the  same 
condition  as  a  profane,  and  can  not  prefer  charges  against  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lodge. 

The  objection  to  decision  5  is,  therefore,  most  strongly  urged  by 
the  question:  Has  a  Lodge  the  right  to  charge  a  profane  with  dues? 

Kxcept  to  ask  if  he  is  in  any  respect  such  as  a  profane  so  long  as 
he  may  put  himself  in  good  standing  and  a  full  member,  by  his  own 
iict,  without  the  vote  of  the  Lodge? 

We  are  so  much  pleased,  however,  with  his  argument  against  Per- 
petual jurisdiction  that  vi'e  give  it  to  you  entire: 

The  question  ot  ^'Perpetual  Jurisdiction"  is  still  an  unsettled  HtU 
in  Masonic  jurisprudence  and,  we  sincerely  regret,  a  disturbing  ele- 
ment in  Masonic  circles.  Except  the  Grand  Representative  ques- 
tion. It  is  the  only  important  subject  of  disagreement  among  Masonic 
jurists.  Of  the  latter  we  will  at  this  time  say  nothing,  as  there  is  lit- 
tle probability  of  serious  results  growing  out  of  either  the  conflicting 
views  or  ditferent  practices  of  different  Grand  Lodges.  Those, 
however,  who  have  at  heart  the  good  and  prosperity  of  the  Craft 
can  not  with  complaren<:y  view  the  progress  of  the  discussion  of  the 
first,  accentuated  as  it  frequently  is  with  acrimony,  without  appre- 
hension for  the  future  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Order. 

Without,  therefore,  indulging  in  dogmatic  statement  of  opinion, 
and  disclaiming  any  purpose  other  than  the  promotion  of  harmony 
among  those  **among  whom  no  contention  should  ever  exist,  but 
that  noble  contention,  or  rathvr  emulation,  of  who  can  but  work  and 
IhsI  agree,"  we  ask  consideration  of  the  following  calm  and  dispas- 
sionate consideration  of  this  subject: 

I^'irst,  then,  for  unless  we  are  agreed  upon  that,  discussion  will  be 
useless  and  futile.  What  is  the  question  at  issue?  It  matters  not 
vvliether  it  be  denominated /f'/c//////  jttrisaiction  of  a  particular  Lodgt 
'■:cr  a  candidaU'  arising; from  the  rejection  by  that  I^dge  of  that  candidate;  or 
whether  it  be  cxiWi^iX  perpetual  distfualifuation  of  a  candidate  resulting /torn 
hi^  rejection  by  a  hnlj^e.  Fhe  tirst  expresses  the  assumed  relation  ot  a 
Lodge  to  a  candidate  which  it  has  rejected;  the  second  expresses 
the  assumed  relation  of  the  candidate  to  the  Lodge  which  rejected 
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him.  Both  propositions  assume  that  by  such  rejection  an  effectual 
bar  is  raised  to  any  other  Lodg:e,  at  any  place,  in  any  manner,  or  at 
any  time,  however  remote,  ever  acquiring  jurisdiction  of  a  rejected 
candidate,  except  alone  by  permission  of  the  rejectmi^  Lodge,  in 
which  event  the  jurisdiction  would  be  acquired  not  by  right,  but  by 
grace.  Whatever  name,  therefore,  we  give  to  the  assumed  result 
of  the  rejection  by  a  Lodge,  the  question  to  be  decided  is:  Can  any 
Lodge  other  than  the  Lodge  which  rejected  a  candidate,  under  any 
circumstances  or  conditions,  legally  confer  the  Degrees  on  such 
rejected  candidate  without  the  permission  of  the  Lodge  which  re- 
jected him? 

We  hold,  and  in  the  conclusion  to  our  report  last  year  endeavored 
to  show,  that  within  its  territorial  bounds  every  Grand  Lodge  is  su- 
preme; that  the  authority  of  none  other  could  be  recognized  therein, 
and  that  the  law  promulgated  thereby  prescribing  the  qualifications 
of,  and  governing  the  conferring  of  degrees  on  candidates,  and  the 
restrictions  laid  on  Lodges  in  the  exercise  of  this  function,  was  ix 
necessitate  rei,  all  the  law  that  existed  or  could  exist  within  such  ter- 
ritory on  that  subject,  and,  as  a  corollary  thereto,  every  Mason  le- 
gally made,  where  made,  is  a  Mason  everywhere. 

The  statements  of  these  propositions  at  once  put  the  adherents  of 
the  doctrines  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  on  the  defensive,  as  well  as 
answers  effectually  the  arguments  on  which  they  have  relied  as 
will  appear  from  the  further  examination  of  those  arguments.  The 
truth  IS,  there  must  be  a  denial  of  these  axiomatic  truths  before 
there  can  be  a  discussion  of  this  question  at  all;  and  it  is  further 
true  that  every  argument  in  support  of  this  doctrine  is  virtually  such 
a  denial,  and,  therefore,  each  oi  such  arguments  is  its  own  best  ref- 
utation, for  it  would  be  quite  as  easy  to  prove  that  things  which  are 
equal  to  the  same  thing  are  not  equal  to  each  other,  or  that  the 
whole  is  not  the  sum  of  its  parts,  as  to  prove  that  a  thing  legally  done 
when  done  is  not  legal  everywhere. 

The  solution  of  a  proposition  inexorably  requires  that  every  con- 
dition of  the  propositions  shall  be  met.  Let  us  then  apply  this  prop- 
osition to  each  of  the  arguments  in  support  of  this  doctrine,  and,  in- 
cidentally, it  will  be  observed  that  its  friends  are  by  no  means 
agreed  among  themselves  as  to  the  grounds  of  its  support. 

It  has  with  some  ingenuity  been  urged  that  the  jurisdiction  does 
not  attach  to  the  rejecting  Lodge,  but  to  the  brother  who  cast  the 
negative  ball,  white  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member  only  sup- 
ports the  Jurisdiction  thus  acquired  by  the  dissenting  member,  and, 
therefore,  no  other  Lodge  can,  without  his  consent,  confer  the  De- 
grees upon  that  candidate.  In  opposition  to  this  it  is  properly  urged 
that  even  the  rejecting  Lod^e  could  not  confer  the  Degree  upon  the 
candidate,  if  this  be  true,  without  the  consent  of  the  member  who 
cast  the  black  ball,  and,  as  the  ballot  is  secret,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  determine  with  certainty  who  this  member  was,  therefore  the 
rejected  candidate  could  never  be  made  a  Mason.  But  suppose 
that  rejected  candidate  should,  subsequent  to  his  rejection,  remove 
to  another  Jurisdiction  and  there  be  made  a  Mason  in  strict  conform- 
ity to  the  laws  of  that  Jurisdiction,  the  thing  being  legally  done 
where  done,  will  necessarily  be  lepcal  everywhere.  If  so,  it  is 
fallacious  to  contend  that  by  the  act  of  casting  a  black  ball  the  mem- 
ber casting  it  acquired  a  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  the  candidate 
who  thereby  was  rejected. 
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Again:  By  some  friends  of  this  doctrine  it  is  inconsiderately  ura^ed 
that  the  rejection  of  a  candidate  by  a  Lod^e  f^ives  to  such  candidate 
a  stahis.  We  hardly  think  it  will  be  seriously  contended  that  one 
not  a  Mason  can  have  a  Masonic  status— a  Masonic  standing  (from 
sti\  to  stand).  On  the  contrary,  the  rejection  by  the  Lodge  of  a 
candidate  is  the  denial  by  that  Lodge  of  a  Masonic  status  to  that 
candidate.  By  his  application  he  sought  a  Masonic  status,  and  by 
its  rejection  the  Lodge  refused  him  a  Ma.sonic  status.  But  admit 
the  converse  of  the  proposition  to  be  true,  by  what  authority  is  it 
contended  that  the  status  conferred  by  rejection  is  a  fixed  status? 
The  candidate  might,  by  the  law  of  that  Jurisdiction,  apply  after  the 
lapse  of  a  certnin  period,  for  a  change  oi  his  status;  then,  having  re- 
moved to  another  Jurisdiction,  and  having  resided  there  the  time 
required  by  its  laws,  why  may  he  not  apply  to  one  of  its  Lodges  for 
a  chance  in  his  status,  and  if  he  does  do  so,  and  is  initiated  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  laws  of  that  Jurisdiction,  will  he  not  be  legally 
made  a  Mason  therein,  and  is  any  one  prepared  to  argue  that  a 
ihiny:  legally  don^,  where  done,  is  not  legal  everywhere? 

Further:  It  is  argued  that  the  fact  of  citizenship  enters  in  no  man- 
ner into  this  question;  that  the  Masonic  Order  is  an  Institution^  and 
tliose  who  seek  affiliation  with  it  are  subject  to  its  laws.  This  is 
true,  but  it  is  also  true  that  it  is  an  institution  governed  in  different 
places  by  different  Grand  Lodges,  each  supreme  in  its  jurisdiction, 
and  each  having  laws  differing  widely  in  many  respects.  If,  there- 
furtr,  a  thing  be  done  under  the  laws  of  this  institution  as  adminis- 
tered in  one  place,  being  legallv  done  there,  will  it  not  be  legal 
wherever  this  institution  exists? 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  show  that  a  candidate  exercises  the 
riicht  of  selection  when  he  petitions  a  Masonic  Lodge,  and,  there- 
fore, is  bound  by  his  choice.  Says  one  learned  writer:  "If  the  ap- 
plicant selects  the  Lodge  to  which  he  applies  for  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  Masonry,  and  voluntarily  makes  his  application,  and  the 
I  od^e  takes  jurisdiction  of  his  application,  it  also  takes  jurisdiction 
of  the  applicant,'*  etc.,  but  it  is  well  known  to  all  Masons,  and  ought 
t(»  be  known  to  the  "youngest  Kntered  Apprentice."  that  the  can- 
didate has  no  choice  in  this  matter.  He  must  either  petition  the 
i  .od^re  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  lives,  or  he  must  secure  a  waiver 
of  jurisdiction  from  that  Lodge.  Hut  if  it  were  true  that  he  may  se- 
lect the  Lodge  to  which  he  wishes  to  make  application,  and  is  by 
that  Lodge  rejected,  if  he  is  afterward  nitide  a  Mason  by  another 
Lod^e  in  another  Jurisdiction  and  the  thing  was  legally  done  where 
<lone,  it  will  be  legal  everywhere. 

it  appears  to  us  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  further  exemplify  the 
application  of  this  principle.  It  will  be  readilv  seen  that  it  fully  an- 
swers every  proposition  advanced  in  behaifof  Perpetual  Jurisdiction. 
riie  friends  of  this  doctrine,  failing  to  sustain  it  by  argument,  have 
re.»>rted  to  that  argument  known  among  logicians  as  pftitio principii^ 
;triii  have  insisted  that  it  should  be  recognized  on  the  principle  of 
■v'//i',  which  is  erjnivalent  to  sayini:,  that  while  the  doctrine  cannot 
hr  sustained  on  principle,  yet  our  Grand  Lodges  having  declared  in 
tavor  thereof,  other  Grand  Lodges  ought  in  courtesy  to  recognize  it; 
In  I  .'■'////]',  as  well  as  exact  justice,  reijuires  that  because  a  thing 
legally  done  where  done  is  legal  everywhere,  a  Mason  legally  made 
where  made  should  be  recognized  as  a  Mason  everywhere,  and 
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therefore  it  is  impossible  that  jurisdiction  over  a  rejected  candidate 
can  result  in  favor  of  a  refecting  Lodge  for  one  moment  after  the 
candidate  has  become  subject  to  the  laws  of  a  jurisdiction  which 
authorizes  him  to  petition  any  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he 
lives. 

To  evade  the  force  of  this  conclusion  the  second  definition  supra 
was  invented,  viz  ,  that  the  rejection  by  a  Lodge  resulted  in  the 
perpetual  disqualification  of  such  rejected  candidate.  Not  only 
does  the  principle  with  which  we  have  so  effectually  answered  all 
other  arguments  in  favor  of  this  doctrine  conclusively  prove  the 
fallacy  of  this  proposition,  but  the  laws  of  those  Grand  Lodges 
which  hold  to  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  most  tenaciously, 
deny  its  truth.  If  a  candidate  were  perpetually  disqualified  by  be- 
ing once  rejected,  ex  ri  temnni,  he  could  never  be  initiated,  not  even 
by  the  Lodge  which  rejected  him. 

The  contention  is  made  that  the  rejection  of  a  candidate  renders 
him  unworthy;  that  he  can  not  be  initiated  so  long  as  that  unworthi- 
ness  remains;  and  that  no  other  than  the  Lodge  which  rejected  him 
can  take  cognizance  of  an  application  for  the  removal  of  this  objec- 
tion or  disqualification.  We  believe  that  no  argument  on  this  sub- 
ject which  has  come  to  our  attention  has  more  in  it  of  sophistry  or 
less  of  merit.  It  is  objectionable  because  thf  njecHon  of  a  candidate 
does  not  render  him  unworthy.  A  black  ball  cannot  change  right  into 
wronp:,  good  into  bad,  or  worthiness  into  unworthiness.  If  a  candi- 
date IS  an  upright,  moral  man,  and  is  worthy  the  confidence  and  re- 
«pect  of  his  fellowmen,  every  black  ball  in  the  Lodge  to  which  he 
may  apply  can  not  change  the  facts.  The  rejection  of  a  candidate 
implies  nothing  more  than  that  at  least  one  member  of  that  Lodge 
objects  to  his  being  made  a  Mason.  Then  why  should  not  another 
Lodge  in  another  Jurisdiction  iniatiate  that  same  candidate,  if  under 
the  law  of  that  Jurisdiction  he  be  eligible,  and  after  an  investigation 
he  is  found  to  the  satisfaction  of  that  Lodge  that  he  is  worthy?  Confi- 
dently we  answer,  no  reason  can  be  found.  His  making,  then,  be- 
ing legal  where  made,  it  is  legal  everywhere. 

We  will  pursue  this  inquiry  out  one  step  further.  Is  it  held  by  any 
one  that  the  rejection  of  an  application  for  affiliation  or  membership 
gives  to  the  member  who  cast  the  negative  ballot  perpetual  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  applicant?  We  think  not.  ,  Then,  does  it  give  him  a 
status  that  inhibits  his,  under  any  circumstances,  applying  elsewhere 
for  membership?  It  will  not,  we  think,  be  so  urged  Then  does  it 
follow  from  the  fact  of  the  Masonic  Order  being  an  institution  that  he 
can  gain  lodge  membership  only  in  the  Lodge  which  rejected  him, 
or  by  its  consent  in  some  other  Lodge?  We  undertake  to  say  none 
will  so  contend.  Then,  when  a  non-affiliated  Mason  voluntarily  ap- 
plies to  a  particular  Lod)^e  for  membership,  "and  the  Lodge  takes 
jurisdiction  of  his  application,"  does  **it  also  take  jurisdiction  of  th^ 
applicant,''  thereby  making  it  impossible  for  him  to  ^ain  member- 
ship in  any  other  Lodge  without  its  consent  in  case  it  rejects  him? 
None,  we  think,  would  seriously  so  contend.  Then  is  he  perpetu- 
ally disqualified  by  such  rejection?  None,  we  presume,  woula  say 
so.  Then,  would  such  rejection  render  him  unworthy^  and  thereby 
make  it  impossible  for  him  to  become  a  member  of  any  Lodge  while 
that  unworthiness  remains,  and  which  no  othet  Lodge  can  remove 
except  the  Lodge  which  fixed  it  on  him?  N\  e  believe  that  none  will 
be  found  to  support  such  a  proposition.    What,  then,  is  the  differ- 
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ih*^  answer.  We  are  fully  persuaded  that  inter-Grand  Lodg:e  har- 
mony can  be  maintained  upon  no  other  ground  than  the  recofi^nition 
by  every  Grand  Lodge  of  this  principle,  viz.:  That  which  is  Ugalty 
•fofiv  'ohen  done^  is  If  gal  eiferyiohert . 


LOUISIANA — 830  Annual,  Ff.bruarv,  1895. 

Lodges,  125;  members,  5,2<M);  gain.  .SOO,  being  somewhat  more. 
than  ail  average  of  4<)  to  the  Lodge. 

F'^ivt:  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  were  granted,  and  of  these 
three  received  Charters  and  two  were  continued  U.  D.,  and  at  this 
(Communication  the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.  O.  recommended  a 
1  )ispensation  for  another. 

(xrand  Master  George  H.  Packwood  congratulated  the  brethren 
upon  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Craft  amid  the  financial  dis- 
tfi'ss  and  other  elements  of  discord  surrounding  iL  Having  visited 
very  many  of  the  Lodges,, he  .stated  that  **onIy  in  one  Lodj^e  did  I 
find  apathy  to  exist  " 

He  applauds  the  wisdom  and  zeal  of  their  relief  Lodges,  and  we 
find  they  report  the  distribution  of  fSiiS  in  deserved  charity,  the  ap- 
plicants being  from  very  many  of  the  States,  England,  Scotland, 
Pern.  Quebec,  Canada,  and  the  West  Indi*^s,  Surely  the  flattering 
mi-nii(m  is  well  de.served. 

Ho  recommended  by  a  circular  letter  the  proper  observance  of  St. 
)ohn\s  Day,  and  was  well  pleased  at  the  result,  as  having  "a  ten- 
dency to  promote  that  social  feeling  among  the  members  and  their 
families  that  would  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  Craft.** 

Ht»  thinks  the  Representative  system  of  benefit,  as  representing 
the  grt'at  body  of  the  family  united,  and  as  tending  to  keep  alive 
the  fe.:;ling  that  wherever  sctitiered  we  are  still  one  family  having 
one  purpose. 

He  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  Grand 
Lod^e  of  LouiMana  indicate  that  the  time  is  not  yet  for  the  estab- 
iishnuMit  and  maintenance  of  a  Masonic  Home,  and  "that  it  would 
hv  unwise,  suicidal  at  this  time,  to  start  projects,  however  worthy 
and  commendable,  which  would  tax  the  membership  of  the  Grand 
L()il;;t!  directly  and  indirectly,  without  a  certainty  of^iiccessful  re- 
^nlls." 

The  debt  of  the  Grand  Ix>dge  is  being  gradually  annually  dimin- 
ished. 
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The  Grand  Lecturer  was  industrious  and  visited  one-half  of  the 
Lodges  in  the  State,  and  all  the  country  Lodges,  save  three  or  four, 
are  so  included. 

George  H.  Packwood,  Clinton,  G.  M. 
Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master  J.  Q.  A. 
Fellows,  and  is  in  his  usual  style,  unique  and  instructive.  We  re- 
gret that  sickness  should  have  assailed  him,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Proceedings. 

He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  our  Proceedings  for  1893. 

In  a  table  at  the  conclusion  of  his  Report  is  found  a  table  showing 
a  net  loss  by  the  Craft  in  Alabama  during  the  year  of  129. 

He  might  have  added  Alabama  to  his  list  of  Grand  Lodges  that 
''never  knew  of  a  written  or  printed  key  being  used  in  any  manner, 
authoritatively  or  otherwise,"  to  disseminate  the  work.  As  in 
Louisiana,  our  Committee  on  Work  (near  forty  years  old)  are  the 
custodians,  meet  four  days  in  advance  of  Grand  Lodge,  to  compare 
and  refresh  memories,  illustrate  the  work  and  teach  to  those  desir- 
ing  to  learn  during  the  Communication. 

MAINE — 76TH   Annual,  May,  1895. 

Lodges,  191;  members,  21,809;  gain,  187. 

There  were  two  Lodges  authorized  by  Dispensation,  which,  how- 
ever, were  continued  U.  D.  by  order  of  Grand  Lodge. 

This  was  the  anniversary  of  the  continuation  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
for  seventy- five  years,  and  historical  addresses  were  delivered. 
They  should  prove  of  deep  interest  to  the  brethren  of  the  present 
day,  as  showing  the  difficulties  by  which  the  Craft  were  surrounded 
in  times  that  are  past,  and  the  sturdy  character  of  many  of  the 
brethren  at  that  time  and  their  firm  adherence  to  what  they  believed 
to  be  right,  and  their  faith  in  the  purity  of  the  principles  of  Free- 
masonry. 

The  Oration  of  our  very  estimable  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  on 
the  objects  and  aims  of  Masonry,  is  a  masterpiece  of  thought  and 
utility.  We  give  you  .in  part  what  he  saysof  Lodge  charity,  and  the 
enlargement  of  Lodge  funds  for  that  purpose: 

But  one  evil  has  resulted  from  the  creation  of  these  funds.  The 
sense  of  individual  obligation  to  relieve  distress  has  been  weakened. 
There  has  grown  up  in  these  later  years  a  tendency  to  depend  upon 
these  Lodge  funds  for  relief,  and  a  corresponding  disposition  to 
shirk  individual  responsibility.    This  is  natural,  but  not  Masonic. 
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To  turn  an  applicant  over  to  the  Lodfj^e  or  the  Relief  Committee,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  is  no  compliance  with  our  Masonic  obligations. 

But  this  evil  is  not  the  only  one,  and  by  no  means  the  most  dan- 
j^erous.  Since  this  Grand  Lodj^e  was  organized,  societies,  patterned 
in  part  after  Masonry,  have  substituted  a  system  of  "benefits  and 
dues"  for  our  system  of  charity;  by  the  payment  of  a  fixed  sum  as 
dues,  every  member  is  entitled,  when  sick  or  disabled,  to  a  certain 
amount  of  relief,  whether  he  needs  it  or  not,  and  to  other  assistance, 
whether  he  is  able  to  provide  it  for  himself  or  not.  By  the  payment 
of  dues,  he  is  absolutely  entitled  to  the  Denefits  and  the  assistance. 
It  is  true,  that  relief  of  distress  is  also  within  the  purview  of  these 
organizations;  but  experience  has  already  shown  that  their  dues 
are  so  proportioned  to  the  benefits  agreed  to  be  paid,  that  most  of 
them  have  no  surplus,  over  their  actual  liabilities,  to  devote  to  this 
purpose.  Some  of  them  cannot  even  remit  the  dues  of  a  poor 
Brother  to  save  his  membership  to  him,  no  matter  how  long  he  has 
regularly  paid  his  dues.  Do  not  misunderstand  me;  I  am  not  ob- 
jecting to  these  societies;  they  are  doing  immense  good  in  their 
way:  but  none  of  them  are  a  substitute  for  Masonry,  and  their  ways 
are  not  (mr  ways. 

But  the  principle,  upon  which  they  are  founded,  has  become  ver)* 

Copular:  mutual  insurance,  in  almost  every  conceivable  form,  has 
ecome  the  rage:  the  influence  trom  these  other  societies  has  reached 
Masonry,  and  very  many  worthy  brethren  are  unable  to  perceive 
why  this  feature  should  not  lie  inttoduced  into  our  system.  The 
creation  of  charity  funds,  and  this  pressure  from  without,  have  per- 
ceptibly weakened  our  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  relieve  dis- 
tressed brethren,  and  have  caused  us  to  approach  dangerously  near 
the  "benefits  and  dues"  system.  It  is  already  the  law  of  several 
Grand  Lodges  that  only  tne  Mason,  who  pays  ducs^  is  entitled  to  re- 
lief from  Lodge  funds  or  from  individual  Masons.  A  few  Grand 
Lodges  have  gone  to  the  astonishing  extent  of  prohibiting  Lodges 
and  their  members  from  contributing  to  the  relief  of  Masons,  who 
do  not  themselves  pay  dues.  Whence  a  Grand  Lodge  obtains  au- 
thority to  absolve  men  from  their  solemn  obligations,  voluntarily  en- 
tered into,  does  not  appear :  it  certainly  finds  no  warrant  in  the  law 
of  Masonry  or  the  usages  of  the  Craft.  Still  less  has  a  Grand  Lodge 
the  power  to  compel  men  tci  violate  such  obligations.  But  I  will 
not  enlarge  upon  this:  I  mention  it,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
reprehension,  as  to  call  attention  to  the  extent  of  the  departure  al- 
ready made  from  the  old  fp.shioned  doctnne  of  Masonic  charity.  If 
carried  out,  it  simply  means  that  a  Mason,  by  the  payment  of  dues. 
and  by  that  fmans  only^  becomes  entitled  to  relief  to  the  full  extent  oif 
his  wants,  without  regard  to  the  inability  of  those  by  whom  the  re- 
liff  is  granted.  Indeed,  one  Grand  Lod^e  has  gravely  proposed  to 
the  others  to  adopt  a  regulation  that  "It  is  the  duty  of  each  Lod|^ 
ofMa.sons  to  take  care  of  its  own  members,  as  well  as  of  their 
widows  and  orphans  in  distre.ss,  wherever  they  may  be,  and  thattn 
(:a.se  of  its  inability  to  do  so,  this  duty  devolves  upon  the  Grand 
Lod^e  from  which  it  holds  its  Charter;  provided  that  the  Lodge 
turnishing  relief  shall,  in  no  case,  go  beyond  actual  necessities  with- 
out express  authority  from  the  Lodge  to  be  charged.'*  Whether  it 
is  a  part  of  the  plan  to  change  our  ritual  so  that  the  rmilation  will 
not  conflict  with  it,  is  not  stated.  There  is  no  serious  danger  of  the 
general  adoption  of  the  proposed  regulation.     The  author  of  it  says. 
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that  he  presented  the  Resolution  to  the  Masonic  Confess,  but  "it 
was  emphatically  sat  down  on.  with  a  mass  of  sentimental  gush 
about  the  duty  of  Masonic  charity,  which  had  no  definite  or  practi- 
cal meaning."  To  Masonry,  that  act  alone  was  wortii  holding  the 
Congress. 

He  concludes  the  oration  with  this  earnest  exhortation,  which  we 
pray  you  to  heed  : 

Some  of  us  have  clasped  hands  in  this  Grand  Lodge  for  almost  a 
generation:  this  is  the  second  anniversary  in  which  we  have  partici- 
pated; when  the  next  shall  come,  we  shall  be  but  memo*ies;  you 
will  have  taken  our  places,  and  another  generation  will  fill  v(ntrs; 
may  you  be  able  to  say  to  them  M^m,  as  we  say  to  you  now,  **As  you 
love  Nfasonry,  whatever  betide,  come  prospentv  or  come  adversity, 
adhere  with  unflinching  tenacity  to  the  ancient  usages  of  the  Craft!" 

We  commend  the  following  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Grievances,  which  explains  itself: 

These  are  all  claims  for  reimbursement  of  moneys  claimed  to 
have  been  paid  for  assistance  in  sickness  and  funeral  expenses,  by 
the  one  Lodge  to  members  of  the  others.  We  understand  that  these 
claims  were  sent  up  to  be  enforced  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  your 
Committee  do  not  find  any  taw  by  which  this  may  be  done. 

We  think  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  say  that  one  Lodge  can  act 
as  the  agent  of  another  to  expend  its  funds,  with  its  knowledge  and 
consent. 

Augustus  B.  Farnham,  Bangor,  G.  M. 
Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Drummond,  of  course,  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence, 
in  which  we  find  Alabama  for  1894. 

He  does  not  agree  with  Grand  Master  Pettus  that  "it  would  be 
well  tor  Grand  Lodge  by  its  edict  to  pass  decisively  upon  this  mat- 
ter," I.  ^.,  the  dispensing  power  of  a  Grand  Master  in  suspending 
provisions  of  law.  The  prerogative  of  Grand  Master  were  settled 
by  Grand  Lodge  in  1885,  and  an  edict  of  Grand  Lodge  could  not 
limit  a  power  conferred  on  Grand  Master  by  the  Constitution. 

He  thinks  our  Grand  Master  was  right  in  granting  Dispensation 
for  election  of  a  Master  when  he  who  was  elected  was  ineligible ; 
he  does  not  like  a  Grand  Masters'  seal,  but  thinks  all  papers  requir- 
ing a  seal  should  be  attested  by  Grand  Secretary  and  seal  of  the 
Grand  Lodge;  he  thinks,  also,  that  in  the  case  mentioned  of  appli- 
cant to  King  Solomon's  Lodge  the  petition  might  have  been  with- 
drawn, as  the  applicant  was  as  ineligible  to  receive  the  Degree  as 
though  he  were  dead . 

Under  Arkansas  we  find  him  wording  our  thoughts  in  the  follow- 
ing: 


96  APPENDIX. 

A  brother  was  restored,  who  had  been  expelled  for  an  offence 
ag:ainst  morality  committed  be/ore  he  was  initiated.  How  he  was  found 
euilty  ofunmasonic  conduct  tor  an  act  committed  before  he  was  a 
Mason,  we  cannot  tell. 

The  following:  receives  our  hearty  endorsement : 

An  election  gives  the  candidate  the  status  oiJUness  to  be  made  a 
Mason;  a  rejection  gives  him  the  status  of  unfitness  to  be  made  a  Ma- 
son, and  under  the  general  law  of  Masonry,  superior  to  the  enact- 
ment of  any  Grand  Lodge,  that  decision  is  binding  upon  Masons 
everywhere. 

We  believe,  however,  that  Maine  puts  a  limit  of  five  years  only  to 
this  disability. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  of  North  Carolina,  used  the 
following  language  about  the  right  of  a  Lodge  to  use  its  funds  as  it 
pleases,  and  with  it  we  give  Bro.  Drummond's  reply,  which,  we 
think,  the  true  doctrine : 

'*We  can  see  no  reason  why  a  Lodge  should  not  have  the  right  to 
appropriate  its  funds  for  other  purposes  than  Masonic.  It  seems  to 
us  that  a  Lodge  can  do  what  it  wishes  with  its  own,  especially  if  by 
unanimous  vote.*' 

While  a  Lodge  is  the  same  body  trom  its  organization  to  its  dis- 
solution, the  members  are  continually  changing,  and  we  do  not  be- 
lieve the  members  of  a  Lodge  should  be  allowed  to  spend  at  will, 
moneys  which  their  predecessors  have  paid  in  to  be  devoted  to 
charitable  purposes.  Such  money  is  not  the  "money  of  the  Lodge,** 
in  the  full  sense  of  that  term:  it  is  money  held  by  the  Lodge  in  trust 
for  charitable  purposes,  which  the  courts,  if  appealed  to,  would  not 
allow  it  to  use  as  "its  own.  **  Lodge  funds  are  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion in  many  States  on  the  ground  that  they  are  trust  funds  held  for 
charitable  uses. 

VV^ith  this,  however,  we  must  abandon  this  Report,  yet  we  give 
you  an  incident  which  looks  the  other  way.  as  given  by  him  : 

A  little  incident  has  led  us  to  think  that  perhaps  the  failure  to 
preserve  more  fully  the  social  feature  of  Masonry,  may  have  been 
more  injuiious  to  the  institution  than  the  reasonable  use  of  current 
Lodge  funds  for  refreshments  would  have  been.  Some  one  said 
(sarcastically,  perhaps)  "Oh,  yes,  we  see  many  members  here,  when 
'vc  'have  a  feed,*  that  we  see  at  no  other  time.'*  A  brother  of  ad- 
vanced years,  who  heard  the  remark,  said  to  us,  *'That  means  mt; 
and  it  is  true;  I  am  too  old  to  assist  in  the  work,  even  if  I  were 
needed,  as  I  am  not:  I  am  familiar  with  the  work,  and  I  confess 
that  I  httve  not  enough  interest  in  it  now,  to  attend  the  Lodge  lor 
the  sole  purpose  of  seeing  that,  and  going  home;  but  when  we  spend 
half  an  hour  to  an  hour  at  refreshment,  1  have  a  chance  for  a  chat 
with  the  brethren  that  does  me  good  enough  to  last  till  the  next 
time;  and  I  enjoy  the  whole  meeting.** 
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MANITOBA — 19TH  Annual,  June,  1894. 

In  our  last  Report  we  expressed  regret  at  not  having  these  Pro- 
ceedings, and  now,  when  received,  upon  opening  them  the  first 
thing  to  strike  the  eye  is  an  apology  for  their  tardiness.  In  it  the 
Grand  Secretary  informs  us  ol  the  loss,  together  with  all  Grand 
Lodge  property,  by  fire  on  the  second  day  after  receipt  from  the 
printer.     "Better  late  than  never,"  however. 

Lodges,  51;  members,  2,278;  increase,  129. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  three  new  Lodges,  and  these  re- 
ceived Charters  at  this  Communicatiqn. 

Grand  Master  sets  a  most  admirable  example  tu  others  in  like 
position,  for  in  order  to  visit  a  part  of  his  Lodges  he  ''traveled  over 
three  thousand  miles." 

Grand  Master  submitted  rules  for  the  jurisdiction  of  candidates 
from  Mississippi,  and  thought  "Rule  1  especially  worthy  of  consid- 
eration."   We,  however,  find  nothing  more  upon  the  subject. 

The  financial  condition  is  good. 

Bro.  Thomas  Tweed,  Medicine  Hat,  G.  M. 
Wm.  George  Scott.  Winnipeg,  G.  Sec'y* 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  nor  do  we  find  our  Rep- 
resentative present. 

MARYLAND — io8th  Annual,  November,  1894. 

Lodges,  95;  Master  Masons,  6,621;  average  membership,  near  70, 
and  the  annual  gain,  225. 

This  Grand  Ix>dge  was  convened  in  Special  Communication  within 
less  than  a  week  of  its  Annual  Communication  to  celebrate  the 
last  sad  rites  over  the  remains  of  its  R.*.  W.*.  D.*.  G.*.  Master, 
Robt.  K  Martin.  At  the.se  the  R.*.  W.*.  G.'.  Chaplain  delivered 
an  Address,  from  which  we  extract  the  following,  in  the  hope  that 
the  lesson  therein  inculcated  may  find  root  in  the  minds  of  our 
brethren  and  bring  forth  fruit  abundantly: 

This  word  "Brother"  so  glibly  mounts  our  lips  and  we  so  easily 
change  the  word  brothers  \.o  brethren^  that  we  lose  its  significance. 
Brothers  are  members  of  the  same  family,  while  Brethren  are  mem- 
bers of  the  same  society.  We  may  jom  one  or  more  of  the  best 
societies  in  the  world  and  much  benefit  may  be  derived  from  such 
fellowship,  but  when  you  take  the  hand  of  a  Brother  Mason  there  is 
more  than  friendship,  there  is  fraternity.  The  quick enini^  pulse  of 
the  Masonic  hand  depends  not  on  the  symbolism  of  the  grip,  but  on 
the  sympathy  of  the  life.    We  are  members  not  of  a  "Mutual  Bene- 
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fit  Association,"  where  certain  rif^hts  are  secured  in  return  for  cer- 
tain contributions,  or  certain  emoluments  in  return  for  certain  assess- 
ments, but  of  a  fraternity  where  mutual  interests  are  secured  by 
recipiocal  duties,  which  enjoin  us  to  the  highest  service.  Indeed  it 
is  most  often  the  case  that  the  benefits  derived  are  inversely  pro- 
Dortioned  to  the  contributions  to  its  fund.  The  brother  who  gives 
least  rectives  most  from  this  fraternity. 

The  Semi-Annual  Communication  was  held  in  May,  at  which,  as 
well  as  at  the  Annual,  Grand  Master  Thomas  J.  Shryock  presided. 
To  this  the  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  for  a  me- 
morial service  at  the  grave  of  Washington  was  submitted,  and  a 
Comnaittee  for  consultation  was  authorized,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence  was  submitted  and  accepted.  Notice 
of  this  will  be  taken  in  the  usual  place. 

At  the  Annual  Bro.  E.  T.  Schultz,  as  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  to  whom  the  matters  had  been  referred,  submitted 
a  lengthy  and  able  Report  on  both  the  proposition  from  Mississippi 
in  relation  to  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material,  &c.,  and  from  Wis- 
consin relative  to  the  distribution  of  charity  to  sojourners,  adverse 
to  both. 

Because  the  question  of  what  are  public  grand  honors  has  been 
asked  in  our  Grand  Lodge  without  any  definite  answer,  we  copy  the 
Report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  to  whom  this  question  was 
submitted,  which  was  substituted  for  that  of  the  majority  and 
adopted.  This  accords  with  what  has  been  our  conception.  We 
give  the  Report  entire,  for  information: 

Thos.  J.  Shryock,  Es<i., 

Grandmaster  of  Masons  of. Maryland; 

Most  Worshipful  Sir : — The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  YOU  referred  the  inquiry,  **What  is  the  correct  mode 
of  giving  the  Public  and  Private  Grand  Honors  of  Masonry?"  beinfc 
unable  to  concur  in  the  conclusions  reached  by  the  other  members 
of  the  Committee,  re.<spectfu11y  subii.its  the  following  as  his  conclu- 
sions upon  the  subject: 

I  feel  assured,  from  my  own  recollections,  as  well  as  those  of  a 
number  of  old  brethren  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  that  prior  to 
about  18  to  20  years  ago,  the  Grand  Honors  practiced  in  this  Juris- 
diction upon  all  public  occasions,  were  as  follows: 

"Raise  the  hands  above  the  head,  bringing  the  hands  together, 
then  cross  the  arms  over  the  breast,  the  left  uppermost,  striking  the 
shoulders.  Bring  the  arms  full  length  and  let  them  fall  upon  the 
thighs." 

But  Grand  Master  Latrobe  towards  the  close  of  his  administra- 
tion, became  possessed  of  the  ide?.,  that  these  were  funeral  Grand 
Honors  and  were  only  to  be  used  at  the  burial  of  a  deceased  brother, 
and  that  upon  all  other  public  occasions  the  battery  3x3  should  be 
used. 
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Since  which  time  there  has  been  a  ereat  lack  of  uniformity  in 
giving:  the  Honors  in  our  Jurisdiction.  Sometimes  upon  occasions 
of  layinsi;  of  corner  stones  and  other  public  ceremonies  (except 
funerals),  the  Honors  described  have  been  used,  at  others  the  3x3 
battery. 

I  understand  that  the  majority  of  the  Committee  concede  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  above  statement  of  facts,  and  the  only  real  differ- 
ence between  them  and  myself  is:  they  recommend  a  continuance 
of  a  practice,  which  they  virtually  acknowledge  is  of  modern  origin 
in  this  Jurisdiction,  while  I  recommend  a  return  to  the  usage  and 
custom,  which  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  was  followed  by  our 
Grand  Lodge  for  at  least  a  half  century  previously. 

The  Honors  described  are  those  which  Mackey,  in  his  Encyclo- 
paedia, and  Mitchell,  in  his  Common  Law  of  Masonry,  give  as  the 
Grafid  Honors  of  Masonry  to  be  used  upon  aU  public  occasions.  The  only 
difference  between  them  being,  one  commences  with  the  arms 
crossed  over  the  breast,  the  other  with  the  raised  arms. 

Upon  the  authority  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Frank  Sleeper, 
of  Maine,  who,  a  few  years  ago,  devoted  considerable  time  to  the 
investigation  of  this  question,  18  of  the  30  jurisdictions,  from  whom 
he  received  replies  to  his  inquiries  sent  to  them,  use  on  all  public 
occasions  what  he  terms  the  Mackey  System,  while  the  remaining 
12  use  the  3x3  battery,  called  the  Macoy  System,  upon  all  public 
occasions,  except  fnnerals.  Five  other  {urisdictions  from  whom  he 
received  replies  *'have  Public  Grand  Honors  peculiar  to  them- 
selves." 

Furthermore,  I  have  ascertained  from  an  undoubtedly  reliable 
source,  that  the  Honors  described  are  the  same  that  was  agreed 
upon  as  the  ** Public  Grand  Honors  of  Masonry**  by  the  celebrated 
National  Masonic  Convention  which  assembled  in  our  city  of  Balti- 
more in  1843. 

The  result  of  my  somewhat  extended  investigation  has  convinced 
me,  that  there  is,  and  there  should  be,  but  one  kind  of  Public 
Grand  Honors,  as  there  is  but  one  kmd  of  Private  Grand  Honors  at 
least  in  each  Jurisdiction,  and  that  there  is  no  such  thing  9L%fufurai 
Grand  Honors.  We  bury  a  deceased  brother  with  the  Honors  of 
Masonry  as  we  lay  the  corner  stone  of  a  building  or  unveil  ?  statue 
with  TUB  Honors  of  Masonry . 

As  our  Grand  Lodge  has  ever  prided  itself  upon  having  and  prac- 
ticing the  work  adopted  by  the  Convention  of  1343,  as  well  as  m  its 
adherence  to  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  Fathers  in  Masonry,  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  Honors  first  described  be  declared 
the  Grand  Honors  of  Masonry  to  be  used  by  the  Craft  in  Maryland 
in  the  performance  of  all  Masonic  labor  in  public. 

When  used  at  the  funeral  of  a  deceased  brother,  they  are  to  be 
accompanied  by  the  words:  **  Th€  WiUof  God  is  accomplished^  so  mate  it 
be,**  Amen.  I  concur  in  that  portion  of  the  majority  report  referring 
to  the  Private  Grand  Honors.  I  would  add,  however,  that  in  my 
opinion,  the  Private  Grand  Honors  should  be  given  only  at  the  in- 
stallation of  the  Gaand  Master,  at  his  official  visitations,  those  of 
the  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Master,  and 
at  the  installation  of  the  Worshipful  Master. 

Respectfully  and  Fraternally, 

E.  T.   SCHULTZ. 


40  APPENDIX. 

There  is  a  Report  on  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  very  flattering 
in  its  phrases,  but  we  have  not  the  Address. 

Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Baltimore.  G.  M. 
Jacob  H.  Medairy,  Baltimore,  G.  Sec'y. 

R.'.  W.'.  Bro.  £.  T.  Schultz  again  made  the  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence, including  in  it  Alabama  for  1893. 

Regarding  the  California  rule  which  deprives  all  non-affiliates 
••of  any  of  the  rights ^  pHinUges  or  charities  of  the  Order ^^^  he  says: 

Suppose  a  Grand  Ixxlge  should  adopt  a  regulation  something  like 
this:  *'Any  brother  who  shall  commit  murder,  arson  or  felony  shall 
(without  trial),  be  deemed  unworthy  of  Masonic  consideration,  and. 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  nor  be  the  recipient  of  any  of  the  rights^  privilegts  *r. 
cliarities  of  the  Order y  Would  not  every  correspondent  in  the  land 
at  once  exclaim,  "Why,  you  can't  do  that;  no  Master  Mason  can  be 
deprived  of  his  Masonic  rights,  without  the  preferment  of  charges  and 
after  due  trial  and  conviction,"  and  yet,  by  the  operation  of  this 
regulation,  without  the  semblance  of  trial,  a  Master  Mason  is  de- 

C rived  of  every  right  in  ^^^  fraternity  if  he  but  sees  proper  to  divest 
imself.  which  he  has  a  perfect  right  to  do,  of  Lodge  membership 
privileges. 

He  properly  thinks,  and  we  agree,  that  in  the  trial  of  a  brother 
the  technicalities  of  rules  of  evidence  are  not  to  govern,  but  that 
anything  which  may  tend  to  show  the  truth  should  be  admitted. 

He  is  no  advocate  for  a  G.  G.  Lodge  now,  and  thinks  the  time  for 
such  is  past,  yet  regrets  that  this  was  not  accomplished  by  the 
army  Lodges  in  1780. 

Already  have  occupied  more  than  the  allotted  space  with  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  must  forego  the  pleasant  task  of  following  oar 
entertaining  brother  farther. 


MASSACHUSETTS — 167TH  Annual,  December,  1894. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  March,  1K94,  under  the 
supervision  of  Grand  Master  Otis  £.  Weld,  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  allowing  of  dual  membership  was  adopted.  This  was 
a  provision,  however,  for  those  only  who,  being  members  within  the 
Jurisdiction  and  making  a  lengthy  residence  in  a  foreign  country,  de- 
sire either  ''for  their  own  advantage,  and  for  the  service  they  may 
render  Freemasonry  in  those  countries,"  to  become  active  members 
of  the  local  Lodges. 

The  following,  among  other  matters,  was  also  introduced,  but  con- 
sideration deferred  until  a  subsequent  Communication: 


\ 


APPENDIX.  41 

Sbc.  7.  If  the  physical  deformity  of  any  applicant  for  the  Degrees 
does  not  amount  to  an  inability  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  rit- 
ual, and  honestly  to  acquire  the  means  of  subsistence,  it  shall  con- 
stitute no  hindrance  to  nis  initiation. 

This  corresponds  with  the  provision  of  our  own  Constitution.  It 
was  subsequently  adopted  at  the  Communication  held  in  September, 
after  full  and  careful  consideration. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  fune  the  Grand  Secretary, 
Bro.  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  gave  notice  that  there  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  that  '*a  new  key  or  cipher  purporting  to  contain  the  rit- 
ual of  this  Grand  Lodge  had  been  put  in  circulation  in  Boston  and 
vicinity."  He  said  that  only  two  brethren  could  have  had  access  to 
**^r  Grand  Ritual^^*  and  called  for  a  vigorous  investigation  of  the  mat- 
ter. It  was  referred  to  a  Committee  with  extraordinary  powers,  and 
at  the  September  Communication  that  Committee  reported.  They 
found  that  one  of  the  delinquents  was  the  Grand  Lecturer,  at  the 
time  a  salaried  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  other  a  W.'.  M.*. 
of  a  Lodge  who  was  supplied  with  it  by  the  Grand  Lecturer.  This 
last  published  it  after  electrotyping  it  and  printing  l.OUO  copies.souie 
of  which  he  sold.  The  Grand  Lecturer  was  H.  G.  McGrew,  and 
the  other,  George  H.  Earl.  These  were  expelled  from  all  the  rights 
and  benefits  of  Masonry,  but.the  elephant  remains  on  hand.  Thus 
we,  in  chasing  that  ignis  fatuus  absolute  uniformity  in  work,become 
entangled  in  meshes  not  readily  avoided,  or  from  which  escape  is 
impossible. 

And  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  in  December  the  fol- 
lowing was  unanimously  adopted.  This  looks  very  much  like  ''lock- 
ing the  stable  after  the  horse  has  been  stolen": 

The  Committee  on  the  Ritual  beg  leave  to  report  on  the  subject 
referred  to  them  at  the  September  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and 
vote: 

Whereas^  Certain  unauthorized  practices  tend  to  corrupt  the  work 
and  lectures  of  this  Grand  Lod^e,  and  deceive  the  Craft;  and  Whereas, 
certain  printed  books,  purporting  to  be  cipher  keys  to  the  ritual,  or 
parts  thereof,  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  have  been  found  in  circulation  in 
this  lurisdiction;  it  is  Voted^  That  hereafter  any  Mason,  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  who  shall  print,  or  cause  to  be 
printed,  any  such  book  or  sheets,  or  buy  or  sell  the  same,  or  cause 
the  same  to  be  bought  or  sold,  or  who  shall  use  or  circulate  the 
same,  shall  be  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  rights  9nd  privileges  of 
Freemasonry,  or  to  be  otherwi.se  punished,  by  vote  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  any  Quarterly  Communication  thereof 

There  are  of  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  234  Lodges,  including 
one  U.  D.,  4  in  Chili  and  I  in  Shanghai.  The  membership  numbers 
34,703,  showing  a  net  gain  of  767. 
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The  Grand  Charity  Fund  amounts  now  to  more  than  |91,000,  and 
at  this  Communication  to  this  was  added  |10,000»  and  the  following 
was  adopted: 

IVAgrfas,  The  ten  vears  have  expired  during  which  the  income  of 
the  Grand  Charity  Fund,  created  by  the  (^rand  Lodg^e,  was  ordered 
to  be  added  to,  and  become  a  part  of,  the  principal  of  said  Fund: 

l^oUif,  That  the  income  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund,  durin|(  tlie 
next  ten  years,  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be  added  to,  and  become  a 
part  of,  the  principal  of  that  Fund. 

We  are  verv  much  inclined  to  regard  this  as  a  far  more  econom- 
ical and  better  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  end  as  a 
Home,  although  it  is  by  no  means  so  captivating  to  the  eye  of  the 
profane,  nor  does  it  speiik  so  loudly  of  the  charities  of  the  Order, 
even  though  some  of  the  fund  necessary  for  the  latter  methods  be 
wrong  by  edicts  from  unwilling  brothers. 

At  this  Communication  were  elected: 

Edwin  B.  Holmes,  Boston,  G.  M. 
Sereno  O.  Nickerson,  Boston,  G,  Sec'y. 

Grand  Lodge  was  then  closed  until  the  period  for  their  Special 
Communication,  the  Feast  of  St.  John,  when  a  **high  old  time'*  is 
usually  had  with  pleasant  converse  and  fine  speeches  and  innocent 
jollification. 

MICHIGAN — 5 1  ST  Annual,  December,  1895. 

Lodges,  878.  members,  3<i,713;  gain.  847;  with  average  to  Lodg;eof 
somewhat  more  than  97. 

Grand  Master  W.  H.  Phillips  informed  Grand  Lodge  that  bis  Ma- 
sonic correspondence  required  his  writing  1 ,029  letters,  and  be  gave 
one  received  from  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba 
tendering  the  sympathies  of  our  brethren  of  that  Island  toward 
those  suffering  from  the  forest  fires  that  had  prevailed,  and  enquir- 
ing if  aid  were  needed. 

He  submitted  the  request  of  Montezuma  Lodge  of  New  Mexico  for 
permission  to  ask  the  aid  of  the  Lodges  (which  application  he  declin- 
ed) 10  Grand  Lodge.  Also  the  * 'Proposed  uniform  Rules,  as  to  Juris- 
diction over  candidates;*'  also  the  communication  from  Wisconsin 
touching  Masonic  relief  The  Grand  Lodge  approved  the  act  of  the 
Orand  Master  as  to  the  first,  and  declined  the  others. 

He  recommended  the  revision  of  Webb's  Monitor  in  relation  to 
public  ceremonials;  he  thought  that  there  should  be  a  well-estab- 
lished and  properly  authenticated  ritual  for  opening  and  closing 
lirand  Lodge,  and  recommended  the  reference  of  these  matters  toa 
Committee. 
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An  exceedingly  interestinj?  Report  from  Bro.  ).  S.Conover,  Grand 
Secretary  and  P.*.  G.*.  M.".,  reviewing  the  work  of  Masonry  since 
its  inception  in  Michigan.  This  also  contains  valuable  information 
for  all  Grand  Lodges  desiring  to  establish  a  Home.  It  demonstrates 
that  but  little  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  voluntary  contributions, 
for  in  answer  to  a  circular  urging  donations  73  Lodges  only  respond- 
ed, but  these  furnished  |1,2S8,  while  303  Lodges  took  no  notice  of 
the  appeal,  thus  demonstrating  that  as  this  is  a  business  movement, 
it  must  be  governed  by  and  conducted  on  business  principles. 

The  Grand  Master  having  suggested  an  amendment  to  Grand 
I^dge  regulations,  so  as  to  permit  Lodges  to  meet  and  attend 
church  in  a  body  on  Easter  Sunday,  the  Grand  Lodge  replied: 

Church  service  upon  Easter  Sunday  is  not  a  Masonic  occasion. 
There  is  no  legal  impediment  to  the  attendance  by  members  of  the 
fraternity  upon  any  church  service  or  to  the  observance  by  them  of 
Easter  Sunday,  provided  they  do  not  do  so  as  Masons.  Why  draw 
the  line  at  Easter  Sunday?  Why  not  include  all  church  days?  We 
certainly  have  no  right  to  distinguish  between  the  days. 

We  must  ever  keep  in  mind  the  right  of  each  individual  Mason  to 
determine  for  himself  what  religious  rites  he  shall  observe  and  what 
church  and  what  church  service  he  shall  attend. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  is  therefore  not  ap- 
proved. 

A  Committee  had  been  appointed  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  accepting  a  transfer  of  the  Home  from  the  Home 
Association,  and  assuming  entire  control  over  the  same,  and  at  this 
session  reported  favorably  upon  it.  After  much  and  full  discussion 
upon  a  call  of  the  roll,  144  votes  were  for  and  600  against  approval 
of  the  report.    The  Grand  Lodge,  however,  adopted  the  following: 

Resohed^  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Master,  who  shall  be  known  as  the  Masonic  Home  Committee,  who 
shall  serve  without  fee  or  reward,  mileage  or  per  diem,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  have  presented  to  the  Lodges  and  members  of  the  fra- 
ternity in  this  Jurisdiction,  the  needs  and  necessities  of  said  Home. 

This  demonstrates  that  our  brethren  in  Michigan  will  have  a  Home, 
and  that  they  desire  to  **1ook  well  before  they  leap." 

Edwin  L.  Bowring,  Grand  Rapids,  G.  M . 
J.  S.  Conover,  Cold  water,  G.  Sec'y. 

This  being  the  golden  jubilee  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  very  large 
part  of  this  truly  large  volume  is  devoted  to  it.  The  portraits  of 
many  of  their  P.*.  G.*.  Masters,  with  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  each 
one,  to  be  found  therein . 

The  Grand  Secretary,  as  is  usual  in  this  Jurisdiction,  prepared  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  Proceedings  of  Alabama 
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for  1893.  He  thinks  that  if  we  had  a  penalty  for  dehnquency  on  the 
part  of  Lodges,  the  Granu  Secretary's  report  would  make  a  far  bel- 
ter showing,  and  our  active  Lodges  would  number  more  than  at 
present. 

MINNESO  FA— 42ND  Annual,  January,  1895. 

Lodges,  lff9:  Members,  14,543;  loss,  80.  and  three  new  Lodges  had 
been  authorized  by  Dispensation  and  chartered  at  this  Communica- 
tion, to  be  added. 

A  Lodge  was  opened  on  the  Third  Degree  of  Masonry  by  M..W.'. 
Grand  Master  Calvin  L.  Brown,  and  finding  a  constitutional  number 
represented,  afterwards  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample 
Form.  Th*^  errand  Master  claims  that  the  14,()00  Masons  in  the  Ju- 
risdiction "are  numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  State." 

There  are  a  number  of  decisions  that  by  the  Grand  Lodge  are 
pronounced  to  be  in  accordance  with  Masonic  law  and  those  of  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

(irand  Master  submitted  to  the  consideration  and  judgment  of  the 
<;rand  I-odge  a  resolution  from  the  (trand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  rel- 
ative to  uniformity  of  method  in  extending  Masonic  aid,  and  the 
Committee  to  which  this  was  referred  voiced  the  sentiment  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  following  words: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  (urisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  Grand  Master's  address  relating  to  a  communi- 
ration  from  aCommittieof  theCirand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  approved 
by  Grand  Master  W  H  Sawyer,  concerning  reimbursements  for 
relief  extended  to  needy  brethren,  having  duly  considered  the  same, 
fraternally  report,  that  the  rule  adopted  and  which  prevails  in  this 
(irand  Lodge  jurisdiction  is,  that  the  wayfaring  brother  in  distress 
is  entitled  to  relief  from  any  Masonic  brother  to  whom  he  applies, 
so  far  as  his  ability  will  permit,  without  iniury  to  himself,  and  that 
this  relief  should  be  extended  without  hope  of  fee  or  expectation  of 
reward.  This  (irand  Lodge  has.  by  athrmative  regulation,  enacted 
that  no  brother  or  Sul)ordinate  I.odgeextendingrelief  to  a  wayfaring 
l)roiher  in  distress,  shall  apply  for  or  ask,  directly  or  indirectly,  re- 
imbursement or  reward  for  such  relief,  and  we  deem  such  rule  as 
rt-tlecting  the  true  .tnd  correct  prin(  iple  and  basis  for  Masonic  relief. 
Your  Committee  recommend  th;it  this  (iraud  Lodge  fraternally  de- 
i-line  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposititm  made. 

And  also  in  reference  to  the  resolutions  from  Mississippi  touching 
jurisdiction  on  <:an(lidates,  the  same  Committee  says: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  (irand  Master's  address  relating  to  two  rules 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  concerning  jurisdiction 
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over  persons  rejected  for  initiation,  and  over  Entered  Apprentices 
and  Fellow  Crafts  petitioning  for  advancement,  where  they  have  re- 
moved their  place  of  abode  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  another  Lodj^e, 
which  rules  were  submitted  for  the  consideration  and  action  of  this 
Grand  Lod^e,  havini;  considered  the  same,  fraternally  recommend 
a  non-concurrence  in  the  rules  su^G:ested.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  such  rules  are  in  conflict  with  the  rule  j^overnin^  this 
Grand  [.odj^e  relatim;  to  exclusive  Jurisdiction,  and  rule  No.  1  leads 
to  or  invites  a  violation  of  the  secrecy  o^  the  ballot. 

From  the  Address  it  is  apparent  that  cyclones  and  fires  most  de- 
structive worked  dire  distress  on  our  brethren.  Why  do  not  some 
of  them  come  to  us,  where  cyclones  and  blizzards  and  prairie  fires 
come  not,  but  where  under  a  mild  and  benignant  sky  the  earth  yields 
plentifully  when  only  tickled  by  the  laborer,  and  where  the  climate 
allows  of  labor  at  all  times  of  the*year? 

The  treasury  has  of  General  Fund  a  balance  of  more  than  {4,000, 
while  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Fund  was  more  than  |1 5,000,  and 
to  it  Grand  Lodge  passed  |2,(XM)  of  the  (General  Fund. 

Grand  Secretary  tells  in  his  Report  that  *'the  largest  Lodge  has 
746  members,  two  others  503  each,  four  between  300  and  400,  and 
three  between  200  and  300.*' 

A  most  original  Oration  in  its  conception,  yet  most  instructive  in 
its  reasonings  and  deductions,  as  well  as  most  interesting  in  its  style, 
was  delivered  by  Bro.  A.  S.  Crossfield  on  "The  Origin  of  Masonic 
Principles,  the  Foundation  of  Masonic  Society,  and  What  is  Ma- 
sonry?" 

Calvin  L.  Brown.  Morris,  G.  M. 
Thos.  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  we  find  Alabama  for 
1893.  is  from  the  fluent  pen  of  our  Brother  Irving  Todd.  He  quotes 
decisions  of  Grand  Master  Pettus,  numbered  5,  12,  15  and  23.  with 
others,  and  thus  comments: 

The  second  clause  of  decision  5  is  a  palpable  error.  Arrearages 
can  not  lawfully  accrue  when  membership  is  held  in  abeyance,  there- 
fore their  payment  should  not  be  demanded  as  a  prerequisite  to  res- 
toration.   In  other  words— no  member,  no  dues. 

Decision  12  is  at  variance  witn  established  usage.  The  status  of 
an  applicant  elected  to  membership  upon  such  a  document  would 
be  somewhat  anomalous. 

It  the  question  of  Jurisdiction  was  purely  a  monetary  one.. then  de- 
cision 15  might  pass  muster,  but  it  is  not.  The  mere  giving  up  of 
funds  not  belonging  to  a  Lodge  should  not  debar  it  from  wholesome 
discipline. 

While  the  last  decision  quoted  is  technically  correct,  yet  an  officer 
would  manifest  good  taste  in  vacating  his  station  until  formally  ac- 
quitted by  a  vote  of  the  Lodge. 
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Which  we  leave.only  observing  that  decision  5  was  only  reminding 
the  enquirer  that  this  had  been  ruled  lo!  many  years  back  when 
Alabama  determined  that  a  suspension  for  N.  P.  D.  should  not  be 
used  by  the  delinquent  as  a  means  of  avoiding  his  aid  in  the  support 
of  the  Order,  to  return  and  resume  his  place  at  his  own  optioo  and 
pleasure. 

MISSISSIPPI — 77TH  Annual,  Ffbruary,  1895. 

Lodges,  2J>»;  members,  8,795;  gain,  M. 

M.'.  W..  Grand  Master  f.  L.  Spinks.  in  his  Address,  says  that 
"Freemasonry  is  prospering  and  on  the  upward  tendency." 

The  D.'.  D.*. Grand  Masters  not  having  visited  the  Lodges  of  their 
Districts,  as  required  by  the  law,  in  his  judgment,  brought  upon 
themselves  a  good  scolding  from  him,  and  he  says  that  "those  Dep- 
uties who  do  not  comply  with  it  (the  law)  should  be  removed  from 
office,"  and  thai  a  Lodge  too  poor  to  pay  them  should  surrender  its 
Charter. 

We  are  somewhat  surprised  at  this  late  day  to  find  a  Grand  Mas- 
ter exercising  his  prerogative  of  making  a  Mason  at  sight,  though 
we  entertain  no  doubt  of  it.  But  in  many  years  now  we  know  of 
but  a  single  other  instance  when  it  was  exercised.  As  it  is  rather 
novel  to  the  mass  of  our  readers,  we  give  the  reasons  assigned  by 
Grand  Master  for  it: 

That  any  one  can  or  will  question  the  right,  or  rather  the  preroi^- 
tive,  of  a  Grand  Master  to  do  this,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose. 
That  many  do  question  the  propriet\ ,  I  am  fully  aware,  as  I  have 
had  requests  from  many  brethren  for  full  particulars,  and  from  the 
tone  of  some  of  their  letters  one  would  infer  that  I  had  comnaitted 
the  "unpardonable  sin  "  Believing  my  first  report  of  this  matter 
should  be  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have  repUed  to  none  of  their 
enquiries,  though  some  of  them  were  from  brethren  for  whom  I  en- 
tertain the  highest  regard,  who  are  older  and  perhaps  much  wiser 
than  myself,  and  who  have  presided  in  the  Grand  East  with  distin- 
guished ability  and  to  the  entire  satisfacti'^n  of  the  Craft. 

Although  the  '  right*'  is  as  old  ns  the  ofiice  of  Grand  Master  and 
has  been  practiced  by  Grand  Masters  in  other  Jurisdictions,  yet  this 
is  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge  where  the 
Grand  Master  has  exercised  this  high  prerogative— not  as  I  take  it 
because  they  doubted  the  right  to  do  so,  but  because  they  did  not 
happen  to  have  the  same  opportunity  that  I  did.  It  is  an  old  but 
true  saying,  **That  it  is  much  t-asier  to  criticise  than  to  execute." 
I  wish  to  say  right  here  that  I  neith*^r  acted  through  ignorance  nor 
upon  impulse.  I  was  fully  aware  of  all  this  at  the  timet  snd  said  to 
the  brethren  who  assisted  me:  "We  are  making  Masonic  historr 
to-day."  And  I  say  to  you,  my  brethren,  in  all  seriousness,  that  I 
have  never  repented  of  this,  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  unprece- 
dented act.    I  would  do  the  same  thing  again  under  the  tame  dr- 
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cumstances,  and  I  believe  that  any  of  the  distinguished  brethren 
who  have  preceded  me  in  the  high  and  honorable  office  of  Grand 
Master  would,  under  the  same  conditions,  have  done  just  as  I  did. 
And  if  not,  why  not?  The  right,  as  I  have  said,  is  unquestionable, 
and  the  "subject**  a  meritorious,  worthy  gentU-man,  who,  on  account 
of  his  avocation,  could  not  seek  admihsion  in  '*the  usual  way.'* 

The  history  of  this  case  is  as  follows:  ^\hile  on  a  visit  to  Biloxi, 
myself  and  five  other  brethren,  at  the  request  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Tohn  F.  McCormick,  who  is  Inspector  of  Customs  for  the  Port  of 
Biloxi,  accompanied  him  to  Ship  Island.  On  board  of  the  tug  which 
conveyed  us  to  the  Island,  we  met  Capt.  Maddrell.  who  had  been 
on  shore,  and  with  whom  Bro.  McCormick  was  well  acquainted.  We 
found  the  Captain  to  be  a  most  pie*  sant,  courteous  and  agreeable 
gentleman.  On  arriving  at  Ship  Island,  the  sea  was  so  rough  that 
the  tue:  could  not  land,  and  as  we  had  to  remain  all  day  (the  tug  not 
returning  to  Biloxi  until  night),  the  Captain  kindly  invited  us  to 
spend  the  day  on  board  his  ship.  We  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
on  boarding  the  vessel  were  introduced  to  the  first  mate,G. ).  Lewin, 
whom  Capt.  Maddrell  informed  us  was  a  Mason,  at  the  same  time 
expressing  rei^ret  that  he  was  not;  that  he  entertained  a  very  high 
regard  for  the  Institution  of  Freemasonry,  but  his  business  was  such 
that  he  did  not  stop  long  enough  in  any  place  to  make  application . 

On  entering  the  Captain's  cabin  I  was  forcibly  impressed  with  the 
neat  and  homelike  appearance  it  presented.  Adorning  the  walls 
were  portraits  of  friends,  and  the  wife  and  babies  across  the  sea; 
while  here  and  there,  neatly  framed,  were  many  beautiful  mottoes 
and  scriptural  quotations,  indicating  that  the  Captain  placed  his 
trust  in  the  Great  I  Am,  and  realized  that  "God  lived  upon  the  wa- 
ter just  the  same  as  on  t'le  land;"  and  when  I  observed  to  him  that 
this  was  something  "out  of  the  usual,**  pointing  to  these  mottoes, 
he  said:  "These,  gentlemen,  are  my  coat  of  arms.'* 

We  spent  a  pleasant  forenoon  looking  over  the  ship;  dined  with 
the  Captain,  after  the  menu  was  excellent,  and  so  was  the  cog- 
nac and  wine;  at  least,  so  said  the  brethren.  The  Captain  neither 
drank  nor  smoked,  and  I  drew  the  line  at  cigars.  After  dinner  we 
retired  to  the  cabin  of  the  first  mate  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  he  was 
a  Mason,  and  the  examination  proving  satisfactory,  he  informed  us 
that  Capt.  Maddrell  was  very  anxious  to  become  a  Mason,  but  ow- 
ing to  tne  business  he  was  engaged  in  did  not  have  an  opportunity; 
and  knowing  that  I  was  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Mississippi, 
urged  me  to  exerci.se  my  highest  prerogative  and  make  him  a  "Ma- 
son at  sight.**  I  replied  that  though  I  had  the  power,  I  would  not 
think  of  doing  this,  unless  special  reasons  should  exist;  that  though 
the  Captain  seemed  to  be  a  Christian  gentleman,  I  knew  nothing  of 
him  or  his  character.  His  repiv  was.  "I  have  followed  the  high 
seas  for  many  years,  and  Capt.  Maddrell  is  the  best  and  most  pious 
man  I  have  ever  known  in  the  business;  there  is  not  a  sailor  on  board 
^his  ship  but  that  respects  him  too  highly  to  utter  an  oath  in  his 
presence,  and  the  second  mate  and  myself  would  not  say  anything 
*smutty*  or  indecent  in  his  hearing.**  I  then  consulted  with  my 
brethren,  and  they  all  consenting,  at  the  request  of  Capt.  Maddrell. 
we  made  him  a  Mason  in  "due  form,**  and  the  Craft  thereby  gained 
a  worthy  brother,  who  will  live  up  to  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry, 
and  be  a  worthy  representative  of  our  noble  and  time-honored  In- 
stitution wherever  ne  may  go. 
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For  a  few  years  now  we  have  called  attention  to  what  we  consid. 
ered  unmasunic,  the  reduction  of  the  ritual  to  writing,  and  are 
pleased  to  find  that  it  is  obtaining  notice  from  higher  sources.  West 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  &c.,  and  now  comes  Mississippi, 
who  makes  her  notes  unmistakable,  as  follows: 

A  perusal  of  the  able  report  of  our  Committee  on  Correspondence 
reveals  the  fact,  that  in  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  "ciphers**  and 
''keys'*  to  the  Ritual  are  printed,  in  order  to  secure  "uniformity"  in 
the  work.  In  one  instance  this  **key**  appears  to  have  been  ab- 
stracted from  the  Grand  Secretary's  safe,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  investigate  A  Grand  Lodge  that  would 
recognize  such  a  palpable  violation  of  the  O.  B.,  should  itself  be  in- 
vestigated; though  it  be  venerable  with  age  and  illustrious  by  the 
array  ot  great  names  that  abound  in  its  annals.  It  is  high  time  that 
a  vigorous  protest  was  being  enterv^d  against  this  modern  method  of 
communicating  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry. 

The  law  in  relation  to  saloon  keeping  is  being  rigidly  enforced. 

Past  («rand  Master  A.  H.  Berkley  made  an  earnest  appeal  in 
behalf  of  the  Home,  urging  individual  contributions  and  individual 
effort. 

The  Committee  on  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  most  ques- 
tions are  referred  during  recess,  made  a  very  voluminous  report  on 
various  subjects.  Among  others,  we  find  that  one  who  has  lost  his 
left  arm  below  the  elbow  after  having  been  passed,  is  elegible  for 
the  Third  Degree. 

The  funds  in  the  keepmg  ot  the  Trustees  of  the  Home  amount 
now  to  near  |12,0()0. 

James  T.  Harrison,  Columbus,  G.  M. 
J.  L.  Power,  Jackson,  G.  Sec'y. 

P.'.  G.'.  M.'.  Andrew  H.  Barkley  made  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, in  which  Alabama  for  1893  finds  its  usual  place. 

He  denies  that  Masonry  is  an  Order,  yet  we  find  it  so  spoken  of 
and  called  in  very  early  authentic  writings,  but  he  wi'ould  have  It 
styled  an  institution.  Alabama  is  kindly  treated.  It  is  here  that 
he  speaks  of  the  Home,  thus: 

Speaking  of  our  efforts  in  this  direction,  Bro.  Pillans  says,  "We 
trust  that  the  brethren  will  find  this  to  be  a  labor  of  love.*'  This 
work  had  its  inception  in  love,  and  every  stone  thus  far  has  been 
laid  in  and  cemented  by  love,  and  when  the  building  which  we  pur* 
pose  to  erect  for  the  widows  and  orphans  is  completed,  the  cap* 
Ktone  will  be  laid  with  rejoicings  of  love. 
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MONTANA — 30TH  Annual,  September,  1894. 

The  number  of  Lodg^es  remains  as  last  year,  37;  members,  2,854; 
]2:ain,  80. 

There  were  no  Dispensations  for  new  Lodgfes  because  "our 
Lodges  have  felt  the  effect  of  the  general  depression."  **Yet, 
(says  Grand  Master  F.  C.  Webster)  the  times  of  stagnation  and  ces- 
sation of  work  are  not  necessarily  times  of  retrogression,  but  they 
are  oftentimes  the  best  to  try  the  mettle  and  worth  of  men,  and 
9iow  growth  often  proves  the  best  to  secure  harmony  and  real 
success.'* 

Having  been  asked  by  a  Lodge  for  permission  to  bury  an  unaffili- 
ated Mason,  he  promptly  granted  it,  leaving  this  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Lodge. 

The  following,  it  is  hoped  by  our  brethren,  will  tend  to  diminish 
the  applications  for  dimits,  and  shrink  the  ranks  of  the  "grand  army*' 
of  non-affiliates: 

But  any  member,  whose  dues  are  paid,  may,  upon  his  request 
therefor,  be  granted  a  dimit  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  a  non- 
affiliate,  subject  to  the  disabilities  of  such,  and  thereafter  shall  be 
deprived  of  all  Masonic  rights,  except  that  of  petition  for  restora- 
tion of  membership.  And  in  case  of  such  dimits,  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Lodges  shall  make  the  same  entries  and  give  the  .oame 
notices  to  sister  Lodges  as  in  cases  of  suspension. 

This  is  a  new  provision  for  the  standard  by  laws  for  the  govern 
ment  of  subordinate  Lodge  J,  adopted. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  officers  "permanently  removed  from 
the  Jurisdiction'*  to  obtain  dimits  and  for  the  filling  their  places  "by 
election.'*    This,  we  think,  both  right  and  reasonable. 

A  resolution  was  passed  providing  for  examination  in  open  Lodge 
of  all  brethren  raised,  within  six  months  of  this  event,  on  the  work 
of  that  Degree. 

James  H.  Monteath,  Butte,  G.  M. 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena,  G.  Sec*y. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Hedges,  P.*.  G.*.  M.'.,  produced  a 
very  instructive  and  indeed  attractive  Report  on  Correspondence, 
in  which  Alabama  for  1893  is  found  in  her  accustomed  place. 

We  are  forced  to  state  that  the  picture  alluded  to  only  represents 
the  temporary  abiding  place  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  but  we  hope  for 
better  things  in  the  near  future. 

We  find  him  preferring  to  wait  for  more  light  upon  the  Masonic 
condition  of  the  Grand  Dieta  of  Mexico  before  committing  himself. 
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and  this  has  been  our  exact  condition  and  still  is.    With  the  follow- 
ing: admirable  quotation  we  leave  him  and  Montana: 

There  i*«  more  to  Masonry  than  its  few  secrets  and  its  ritual.  It 
is  the  threat  conservative  and  cohesive  element  of  society,  holding 
fast  to  all  that  is  good  and  reinforcing  every  agency  contributing  to 
human  elevation  and  progress. 

NEBRASKA — 38TH  Annual,  June,  1895. 

Lodges,  72;  members,  11,770;  gain,  284. 

Dispensations  for  opening  seven  new  Lodges  were  issued,  and  to 
all  of  these,  save  one.  Charters  were  granted,  the  others  being  con* 
tinued  U.  D. 

Grand  Master  John  A.  Ehrhardt  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the 
proposition  from  Wisconsin  relative  to  some  uniform  methods  for 
Masonic  aid,  and  on  the  subject  remarked: 


I  submit  the  proposition  for  your  consideration  with  the  sugg 
lion  that  this  plan  is  diametrically  opposed  tu  the  conclusions  ut  the 
Fraternal  Masonic  Congress  held  in  1K98. 

But  this  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  adopt  one  plan  or  the  other,  as 
our  experience  in  the  past  few  years  would  seem  to  indicate  that  we 
art:  trying  in  part  to  carry  out  both  plans.  We  order  our  Lodges  to 
make  reimbursements,  as  was  the  case  with  our  Jordan  Lodge  in 
1.S9X,  and  Garfield  Lodge  in  iMtH.  Let  us  have  a  definite  expression 
on  the  subject  from  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  great  drought  which  prevailed  over  so  large  a  portion  of  Ne- 
braska brought  distress  upon  a  very  great  number  of  our  brethren 
in  that  Jurisdiction.  To  assist  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  work  of  re- 
lieving the  consequent  distress,  offers  were  made  from  outside  Juris- 
dictions, but  Grand  Master  said: 

Tenders  of  assistance  were  made  from  many  of  the  other  |urisdic- 
tions.  While  thanking  all  for  their  active  Masonic  benevolence,  all 
otiers  were  fraternally  declined;  it  was  our  ambition  to  care  for  our 
uwn  membership. 

And  efficient  relief  was  indeed  rendered. 

There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  near  {l:i.iNj<i  of  the  General 
Kund,  f7,(M)(»  belonging  to  the  Masonic  Home  Fund,  having  been 
transferred  to  it. 

An  excellent  Oration  was  delivered  by  Hro.  R.  K.Thomas,  giving 
some  speculation  as  to  its  origin,  some  thoughts  on  its  duration  and 
speculations  as  to  its  future.  It  is  somewhat  philosophical  in  its 
method  and  often  elo(]uent  in  expression. 

I'he  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the   Wisconsin  proposition 
recommended  th^t  it  be  modified  as  follows,  and  this  was  adopted: 
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It  is  the  duty  of  each  Lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own  members  in 
distress,  wherever  they  may  be;  it  being  understood  that  in  no  case 
is  the  Lodge  furnishing  relief  and  asking  reimbursement  to  go  be- 
yond actual  necessities  without  express  authority  from  the  reim- 
bursing body. 

* 

The  Grand  Lodge  loaned  to  one  of  its  Subordinates  near  |200,  to 
enable  it  to  pay  to  a  Missouri  Lodge  the  amount  expended  by  it  in 
caring  for  a  member  of  this  Nebraska  Lodge. 

Henry  H.  Wilson,  Lincoln,  G.  M. 
William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,  G.  Sec*y. 

Bro.  Bowen  produces  the  Report  on  Correspondence'*'when  there 
is  one,  and  we  are  pleased  to  find  one  now.  He  reviews  Alabama 
for  1894  in  it,  and  expresses  great  pleasure  at  learning  that  our 
Lodges  suffered  no  detriment  because  of  the  heated  political  cam- 
paign of  the  preceding  year;  speaks  highly  of  his  gratification  at 
making  the  personal  acquaintance  of  our  Grand  Secretary  at  To- 
peka;  thinks  our  rule,  that  one  re-instated  from  suspension,  is  not 
restored  to  membership  in  the  Lodge,  both  "unjust  and  impolitic." 

These  Proceedings  are  most  beautifully  gotten  up,  print  clear, 
paper  excellent,  binding  durable,  arrangement  unobjectionable,  but 
yet  with  type  so  small  in  some  parts  as  to  be  almost  beyond  our 
sight.  Yet  we  have  labored  through  them  and  derived  no  little 
pleasure  from  them,  for  we  herein  see  how  strong  the  bond  which 
unites  our  brethren  there.  Notwithstanding  the  wide-spread  dis- 
tress consequent  upon  "a  few  days  of  kilndried  electric  winds,  dur- 
ing a  prolonged  drouth,"  we  find  our  brethren  taking  care  of  their 
own  without  outside  aid. 

NEVADA— 31ST  Annual,  June,  1895. 

Lodges,  19;  members,  847;  loss,  109. 

M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master  P.  A.  Doyle  opened  this  Communica- 
tion in  Ample  Form,  and  gave  an  account  of  his  stewardship.  He 
was  fortunate  in  having  been  called  on  for  but  one  decision,  yet 
when  differences  are  found  among  brethren  as  to  Masonic  law  or 
usages  they  betoken  at  least  that  there  is  life  among  them.  We 
are  somewhat  surprised  at  the  following  from  his  conclusion,  not 
that  we  think  the  Pope  deserves  our  friendship,  but  that  he  should 
think  he  merited  so  much  attention: 

Brethren,  I  have  been  taught  as  a  Mason  that  my  first  duty  is  to 
God,  the  second  to  my  country.  In  performance  of  that  duty  I 
call  your  attention  to  the  faCt  that  the  Roman  Pontiff,  who,  as 
well  as  his  predecessor,  have  lor  centuries  tried  to  crush  our  be- 
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loved  Fraternity,  has  now  placed  under  the  Papal  ban  three  dis- 
tinctly American  benevolent  orders,  which  would  indicate  that  the 
Pope  feels  assured  that  he  has  sufficient  control  of  the  Government 
of  this  country  to  dictate  the  conduct  of  its  people.  As  Masons  it 
becomes  our  duty  to  the  country  to  carefully  watch  and  do  all  in 
our  power  to  prevent  this  semi-barbarous  Potentate  from  obtain- 
ing control  of  our  country's  jifovemment  and  thereby  setting:  civi- 
lization back  to  the  days  of  the  inquisition. 

He  recommended  the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  Grand  Secretary 
from  |600  to  |300  per  annum,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Resolution  from  Mississippi  relative  to  uniform  rules  as  to  jurisdic- 
tion over  candidates,  made  an  adverse  report  and  this  was  con* 
curred  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  estimated  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  coming  year 
show  a  probable  excess  of  the  latter  over  the  former,  but  which 
will  most  probably  be  paid  by  the  Grand  Secretary  by  the  loss  of 
one-half  of  his  salary. 

John  C.  Hazlett,  Dayton.  G.  M. 

C.  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City,  G.  Sec*y. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence  printed. 
NEW  BRUNSWICK— 27TH  Annual,  August,  1894. 

Lodges,  ;^1 ;  members,  1 ,73S;  decrease,  41 . 

Yet  Grand  Master  Thomas  Walker,  in  his  Address,  announced, 
as  a  source  of  congratulation,  **that  a  fair  share  of  prosperity  has 
been  vouchsafed  to  the  Craft."  Grand  Master  was  active  in  his  visi- 
tations, from  which,  doubtless,  much  good  will  result.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  petition  for  authority  to  establish  one  new  Lodge,  but  be- 
cause of  some  irregularities  this  was  refused.  Without  doubt  these 
will  be  removed,  and  its  organization  is  but  postponed. 

He  laid  before  (irand  Lodge  the  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge 
of  Mississippi,  relating  to  jurisdiction  oyer  candidates,  and  this  was 
referred  to  a  committee  to  report  at  next  Annual,  and  also  the  con. 
elusions  of  Masonic  Congress  at  Chicago. 

As  in  the  case  of  Arkansas,  this  Grand  Lodge  is  struggling  with 
the  debt  on  the  Masonic  Hall. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  of  local  character  only,  and 
met  with  prompt  dispatch. 

Thomas  Walker,  St.  John,  G.  M. 
Freeman  W.  Wisdom,  St.  John,  G.  Sec'y, 

No  Report  on  Correspondence  appears. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE— io6th  Annual,  May,  1895. 

Lodges.  78;  members,  8,838;  gain.  94. 

The  Semi- Annual  Communication  was  held  in  December,  1894,  at 
which  the  work  of  the  several  Degrees  was  fully  exemplified,  and 
jewels  presented  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  as 
tokens  of  the  very  high  esteem  in  which  they  were  deservedly  held 
by  the  brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge . 

Grand  Master  Charles  C.  Hayes  congratulated  Grand  Lodge, 
"that  Masonry  had  been  so  prosperous,"  "notwithstanding  the 
great  financial  depression  which  has  swept  over  this  entire  country.*' 

He  ruled  "that  the  Grand  hailing  sign  of  distress,  should  be 
given  with  the  other  signs,  whenever  a  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  is 
opened  or  closed  in  full  form.''  This  was  formerly  so  practiced  in 
the  southern  part  of  our  State,  nor  do  we  now  know  when  or  why 
it  was  dropped. 

He  is  urgent  upon  the  brethren  to  come  forward  jand  contribute 
freely  and  liberally  towards  the  Home,  which  is  about  to  be  estab- 
lished there,  as  an  object  "that  should  appeal  to  every  Mason,  who 
has  faith  in  the  future  of  the  Order." 

He  calls  upon  Grand  Lodge  to  make  a  declaration  as  to  what 
should  be  recognized  by  the  brethren  as  the  legitimate  Masonic 
organizations  of  higher  Degrees,  and  Grand  Lodge  so  did,  enumer- 
ating such  as  are  held  in  Alabama,  to  belong  legitimately  to  the 
Masonic  Order,  and  to  be  recognized  as  such . 

Yet  we  are  somewhat  surprised  to  find  adopted  the  following: 

Resohed^  That  this  Grand  Lodge  grants  permission  for  any  Lodge 
under  its  Jurisdiction  to  permit  the  Chapters  of  the  Eastern  Star  to 
meet  in  their  rooms,  should  such  Lodge  deem  it  for  the  best  good 
of  Masonry. 

It  was  determined  that  "no  action  be  taken  upon  the  communi- 
cation from  the  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  concerning 
Washington  memorial  observances." 

There  is  a  good  balance  in  the  treasury. 

Charles  C.  Hayes,  Manchester,  G.  M. 
Geo.  P.  Cleaves,  Concord,  G.  Sec'yi 

Bro.  A.  S.  Wait,  who  has  now  for  many  years  prepared  the  able 
Report  on  Correspondence,  again  furnishes  a  most  excellent  one, 
in  which  Alabama  for  1894  appears.  He  heartily  applauds  the  posi- 
tion of  Grand  Master  Pettus  in  refusing  Dispensations  to  confer  the 
Degrees  out  of  time,  and  thinks  the  reasons  given  for  his  action 
"sound  and  proper." 
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CommeDting:  on  the  ruling  numbered  (4)  touching:  the  burial  of 
non-affiliates,  we  think  he  lays  down  the  correct  Masonic  doctrine 
in  the  following,  although  our  Grand  Lodge  has  thought  proper  to 
adopt  a  different  rule.  He  sa>s:  *'If  we  have  rightly  observed,  the 
doctrine  lately  more  generally  held  is,  that  although  a  non-affiliat- 
ing Mason  is  not  entitled  as  a  matter  of  right  to  Masonic  burial,  a 
Lodge  may,  in  its  discretion,  extend  it  to  him,  in  a  case  by  it 
thought  proper  under  the  circumstances." 

We  give  his  comments  on  ruling  (13)  entire,  for  there  is  much 
strength  in  his  argument : 

In  announcing  decision  (13)  the  Grand  Master  expressed  rerret 
that  the  petition  could  not  be  withdrawn,  but  must  go  to  a  baUot, 
and  recommended  that  legislation  be  h^d  providing  for  exceptions 
in  cases  of  the  kind.  We  dissent  enti'ely  from  the  whole  doctrine  of 
the  decision.  We  see  no  reason  in  it  from  any  point  of  view.  Ma- 
sonic or  otherwise,  from  which  it  can  be  regarded.  We  are  aware 
that  there  have  been  decisions  in  several  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdic- 
tions, that  a  petition  once  presented  and  referred  cannot  be  al- 
lowed by  the  Lodge  to  be  withdrawn,  but  must  go  to  a  ballot; 
but  on  what  ground,  either  of  law  or  reason,  we  have  never  been 
informed  and  are  not  able  to  comprehend.  In  this  case  in  Ala- 
bama, moreover,  we  would  suggest  the  query,  whether  the  circum- 
stances were  not  such  as  to  deprive  the  Lodge  of  its  Jurisdiction. 
The  candidate  had  become  so  physically  imperfect  as  to  render  it 
impossible  to  confer  the  Degrees  upon  him.  Suppose  on  the  bal- 
lot he  bad  been  elected  (for  the  duty  to  ballot  implies  the  right 
either  to  elect  or  reject)  the  Lodge  would  have  neither  the  right  nor 
the  power  to  confer  the  Degrees.  We  may  be  in  very  great  error, 
but  it  does  seem  to  us  that  in  such  a  case  the  Lodge  ought  to  have 
been  held  not  only  not  obliged,  but  that  it  had  no  right  to  send  the 
petition  to  a  ballot,  but  should  have  dismissed  it  without  further  ac- 
tion than  to  make  a  record  of  the  reason  for  so  treating  it. 

Several  interesting  trials  were  reported  bv  the  appropriate  Com- 
mittee, in  which  the  caees  were  treated  with  much  ability,  from 
clear  views  of  justice  and  recognized  principles  of  Masonic  jurispru- 
dence. 


NEW   JERSEY— io8th   Annual,   January,  1895. 

The  Jurisdiction  embraces  U>4  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of 
l-'),:Mo,  the  gain  having  been  307;  the  average  per  Lodge  being 
somewhat  more  than  92. 

Grand  Lodge  wns  opened  and  closed  with  a  well-sung  Ode,  thus 
addmg  much  to  the  solemnity  and  beauty  of  these  ceremonies. 

(■.'.  M.'.  fames  H.  Durand  paid  a  well  deserved  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  our  loved  and  reverend  Bro.  Henry  Vehslage,  P.*.  G.*. 
M.*.,  and  for  a  long  period  the  able  and  courteous  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence.     For  years  have  we  pleasantly  in- 
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terchanged  thoughts,  but  no  more  shall  we  know  him  here  forever, 
for  he  has  been  called  to  rest  from  his  labors  and  is  now  doubtless 
in  the  enjoyment  of  that  bliss  prepared  for  all  who  shall  merit  it. 
With  the  brethren  of  New  Jersey  do  we  also  mourn-  for  is  not  their 
loss  ours  also? 
In  submitting  the  circular  from  Wisconsin,  Grand  Master  says: 

I  submit  this  proposition,  with  the  circular,  to  this  r^rand  Lodge 
That  it  has  merit  as  laying  down  a  certain  and  definite  course  of 
action  for  the  government  of  a  troublesome  question  is  clear,  but 
whether  the  proposition  meets  the  approval  of  this  Grand  Lodge  so 
fully  as  to  be  formally  adopted  by  it  as  a  fixed  and  permanent  rule 
of  action,  and'whether,  especially,  this  Grand  Lodge  desires  to  enter 
into  a  compact  or  joint  arrangement  with  all  the  Grand  Lodges 
which  shall  choose  to  adopt  this  proposition  and  form  with  them  an 
organization  or  union  to  practically  carry  out  in  form  the  ideas  ex- 
pressed in  this  proposition,  and  to  that  extent  surrender  or  abandon 
the  subsequent  independent  action  ot  this  Grand  Lodge  upon  the 
subject  referred  to,  except  so  far  as  the  other  Grand  Lodges  which 
may  be  parties  to  the  compact  or  arrangement  may  consent  to 
change  or  modify  the  compact  or  adopt  some  substitute  therefor, 
are,  as  it  seems  to  me,  most  important  questions  vlrhich  this  Grand 
Lodge  should  most  thoroughly  consider  and  determine,  only  after  a 
clear  understanding  not  merely  of  the  proposition  itself,  but  also  of 
the  effect  of  its  adoption,  in  the  manner  proposed  as  respects  the 
sovereign  power  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  In  my  judgment,  however, 
hasty  or  illy-considered  action  on  such  important  matters  as  those 
covered  by  this  subject  as  now  presented  would  be  worse  than  no 
action  at  all. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  which  it  was  referred,  re- 
ported adversely,  and  the  report  was  concurred  in.  In  addition, 
when  Grand  Master  submitted  the  proposition  from  Mississippi  in 
relation  to  jurisdiction  over  candidates,  he  expressed  the  fear  that 
if  both  these  were  adopted,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  rem- 
nant of  independence  and  sovereignty  left  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

New  Lodges  continue  to  be  called  for,  and  two  were  added  to 
the  previously  existing  list. 

This  Grand  Lodge  hold  to  the  old  doctrine  taught  in  every  Lodge 
that  the  actual  presence  of  certain  things,  together  with  the  Charter, 
are  necessary  to  constitute  any  assembly  of  Masons  a  lawful  body. 
We  are  delighted  at  this,  for  of  late  it  has  become  too  much  the 
habit  to  say  that  the  warrant  is  only  evidence  of  the  regularity  and 
legality  of  the  Lodge,  but  having  been  issued,  is  operative,  although 
it  may  not  be  present. 

The  Grand  L,odge  of  New  South  Wales  received  fraternal  recog- 
nition. 

Charles  Belcher,  Newark,  G.  M. 

Thos.  H.  R.  Redway,  Trenton,  G.  Sec*y. 
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Bro  Henry  S.  Haines  modestly  presented  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence,  which  needed  no  such  introduction,  for  the  mantle  of 
Bro.  Vehslage  seems  to  have  fallen  on  worthy  shoulders.  Alabama 
for  1891^  and  1898  are  pressed  into  shape.  He  gives  us  words  of 
cheer  and  bids  us  Godspeed  in  our  efforts  t^or  the  building:  of  a 
Home. 

Speaking  of  Grand  Master  Pettus'  decisions,  he  says: 

Of  those  approved,  several  are  somewhat  at  variance  with  the 
established  laws  of  New  Jersey.  Noteworthy  for  its  difference  is 
one  which  enumerates  the  doctrine  that  a  Mason  suspended  N.  P. 
D.  must,  in  order  to  be  reinstated,  pay  all  the  dues  accruint^  from 
the  time  of  his  suspension  until  his  application  for  reinstatement  is 
made.  This  provision  seems  to  us  neither  wise  nor  just.  It  surely 
does  not,  by  its  liberality,  encourage  the  effort  for  remstatement,  so 
much  to  be  desired  on  the  part  of  the  I^dge. 

With  this  we  bid  our  good  Brother  an  rez'oir^  hoping  to  see  bim 

aj^ain. 


NEW  MEXICO— i6th    Annual,  October,  1894. 

Lodges,  20;  members,  s42;  gain,  8S. 

Considering  the  continued  and  serious  financial  depression,  well 
may  Grand  Master  Chas.  H.  Sporleder  speak  of  the  growth  as 
healthy,  the  more  particularly,  as  there  has  been  "a  more  careful 
and  searching  inquiry  into  the  character  of  petitioners."  This  ex- 
treme caution  is  probably  in  consequence  of  the  great  number  of 
Masonic  dead-beats  that  abound  there,  as  we  infer  from  the  follow- 
ing^, from  the  Address: 

During  my  term  of  otlice,  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
many  abuses  thrust  upon  the  subordinate  Lodges  in  our  jurisdic- 
tion t)y  the  incursions  into  our  midst  of  non-afli hates,  whose  status 
rt-sts  alone  on  their  assertions,  which  in  many  cases  have,  after  in- 
«jniry  from  other  sources,  been  found  to  lack  truth.  From  these 
facts,  cases  of  calling  for  an  immediate  relief  (when  even  justly  en- 
titled to  our  aid)  become  open  to  suspicion;  even  those  of  very  good 
standing  may  from  this  cause— suspicion — be  barred  from  their  just 
lilies. 

And  he  urges  Grand  Lodge  to  provide  some  remedy. 

The  'corner  stone  of  a  Normal  School  was  placed  by  the  Grand 
Lo(l>;e. 

A  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  issued,  and  this,  with  one 
<itht'r  that  had  been  continued,  received  Charters  at  this  Communi- 
•  iiiion. 
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The  Home  for  Consumptives  received  attention  and  a  permanent 
annual  appropriation  of  a  certain  per  centage  of  Grand  Lodge  re- 
ceipts made. 

The  business  was  of  the  usual  routine  nature. 

J.  J.  Kelly,  Silver  City,  G.  M. 

A.  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  G.  Sec'y- 

Max  Frost,  P.*.  G.'.  M.*.,  again  brought  forward  the  Report  on 
Correspondence  in  his  usual  easy  style,  in  which  ''matters  only  of 
live  interest  to  the  Craft''  are  noticed.  Alabama  for  1893  receives 
due  notice,  and  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  New  Mexico  has  not 
adopted  a  key,  nor  will  it  for  all  time  to  come,  from  appearances 
and  indications. 

NEW  YORK — 114TH  Annual,  June,  1895. 

Lodges,  734;  membership,  88,573;  gain,  2,927. 

What  an  army  of  the  faithful  marching  onward  to  the  betterment 
of  their  kind!  Yet  we  find  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  four 
new  Lodges  were  issued,  notwithstanding  Grand  Master  John  Hodge 
believes  '*that  no  new  Lodge  should  be  erected  if  the  prosperity  and 
welltare  of  any  old  Lodge  would,  in  the  slightest  degree,be  affected 
thereby.**  These  four,  however,  proved  themselves  worthy  of  war- 
rants, which  were  accordingly  granted  them. 

It  is  well  said  by  the  Grand  Master  that 

Controversies  have  arisen  between  Grand  Masters  as  to  the  method 
of  the  appointment  of  Grand  Representatives,  but  these  controversies 
were  the  outcome  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  and  in  no  way  affected 
the  harmony  of  the  general  Craft.  Because  a  Grand  Master  ex- 
presses his  '^contempi'*  for  the  whole  system,  it  does  not  follow 
that  it  should  be  at  once  abolished  by  all  Grand  Lodges,  as  it  is  just 
possible  that  some  personal  reason  or  controversy  may  have  given 
birth  to  that  contempt.  Measured  by  the  standard  of  authonty,  it 
can  be  claimed  that  the  system  is  of  doubtful  utility,  because  the 
Representative  is  simply  the  guarantor  of  friendship  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  appointing  him.  Without  power,  without  authority,he  never- 
theless is  the  visible  evidence  of  friendship  entertained  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  he  represents  for  the  Grand  Lodge  by  which  he  is  accredited. 
I  am  in  full  accord  with  the  sentiment  that  underlies  the  system. 

The  fact  that  at  this  moment  I  am  in  the  presence  of  brethren  who, 
with  a  verjr  few  exceptions,  represent  the  Grand  Lodges  o!  the  world, 
brings  me  in  touch  at  once  with  all  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  on 
the  race  of  the  earth. 

Grand  Master  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  application  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Norway  for  recognition  as  an  independent  body 
and  an  exchange  of  Representatives,  to  which  the  following  response 
was  made: 
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Your  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  papers  and  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  application  of  this  Lodge  for  recognition, 
and  find  that  the  Provinci.U  Grand  Lodge  of  Norway  has  become  an 
Independant  Grand  Lodge  for  the  government  of  Symbolic  Lodges 
in  Norway,  with  Major-General  Otto  Rich\rd  Kiskulp  as  its 
Grand  Master,  and  His  Royal  Highness,  Oscar  Gustavb  Adolph, 
Crown  Prince  of  Norway  and  Sweden,  as  Provincial  Gr^nd  Master 
uf  all  the  Symbolic  Lodges  in  its  Jurisdiction,  and  ackno*vledging  its 
government.  Their  Proceedings  seem  to  have  been  regular,  and 
have  been  acknowledged  as  such  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland, 
and  we  cherfully  welcome  theui  as  an  Independent  Grand  Lodge. 
and  recommend  full  recognition  and  exchange  of  Representatives 
as  requested  by  them. 

A  similar  application  was  also  made  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy, 
but  this  Grand  Lodge  has  avowed  its  determination  never  to  hold 
close  Masonic  intercourse  with  any  body  representing  Symbolic 
Masonry  not  independent  of  any  Council  or  other  controlling  body, 
declined  the  invitation  until  more  complete  knowledge  could  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Grand  Master  is  spoken  of  as  being 
"drastic  in  character"  and  the  official  as  being  "inundated.** 

The  Hall  and  Asylum,  with  the  Reports  of  the  several  officers 
connected  therewith,  occupy  a  large  part  of  the  volume,  and  indeed 
deservedly  so,  for  to  what  better  use  can  the  contributions  of  breth- 
ren be  put?  We  learn  from  these  Reports  that  the  Hall  is  now 
yielding  a  larger  revenue  than  ever  before,  and  that  the  Asylum  is 
in  such  demand  as  to  necessitate  an  addition  already. 

The  Home  shelters  (57  males,  the  average  of  whose  ages  is  71.54 
years;  31  females,  whose  ages  range  from  56  to  82;  10  boys  from  2^ 
to  14,  and  7  girls  from  2}4  to  13.  The  average  number  of  inmates 
during  the  year  was  101.4,  at  a  per  capita  expense  of  $271.32. 

A  very  large  number  of  cases  is  recorded  in  the  Report  of  the 
Hoard  of  Relief,  some  of  which  proved  worthy  and  were  assisted, 
but  most  were  dead-beats.  Yet  there  is  one  which  we  copy  below, 
because  we  think  the  enquiry  or  surmise  is  a  most  legitimate  and 
proper  one: 

Case  No.  1,042.  A  girl  ol  eighteen  years,  who  had  been  in  a  Ma- 
sonic Home  in  one  of  our  States,  and  had  letters  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Home  giving  her  an  excellent  character.  Came  here 
on  invitation  of  a  relative,  who  abused  her.  We  telegraphed  the 
H(»me  referred  to,  and  received  the  following  reply:  *'She  is  noth- 
ing to  us;  we  can  not  help  her.*'  We  sent  her  to  her  home  in  the 
wVst,  and  are  yet  pondering  the  question  whether  the^  minor  chil- 
dren of  deceased  worthy  brethren  ever  cease  to  be  objects  of  Ma- 
:>onic  concern. 
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There  were  271  applications  and  166  relieved,  at  an  expenditure 
of  $1,017.75,  or  say  fid. IB  apiece. 

John  Stewart,  New  York.  G.  M. 

Ed  M.  L.  Ehlers,  New  Vork,  G.  Sec*y. 

We  have  a^ain  one  of  those  thorough,  finished  Reports  on  Cor- 
respondence from  the  pen  of  M.'.  W.*.  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  P.*.  G.*. 
M.'.,  and  which  proves  always  so  interesting  and  filled  with  instruc- 
tion. Alabama  for  18f)4 — thanks  to  the  mails — finds  both  appropri- 
ate place  and  mention.  We  thank  him  for  his  kind  mention  of  our- 
self,  and  for  his  gentleness  towards  us  for  our  hasty  use  of  perhaps 
a  too  forcible  expression  as  to  Masonic  Homes.  We  quote,  how- 
ever, what  he  admirably  expresses  as  to  the  necessity  of  great  cau- 
tion in  their  establishment,  and  as  to  the  necessity  of  due  reflection 
as  to  the  best  methods  of  distributing  Masonic  charity: 

There  are,  it  is  true,  many  things  to  be  considered  before  any  Ju- 
risdiction takes  up  that  method  of  doing  good,  and  while  we  have  a 
very  decided  opinion  thereon,  gamed  by  experience,  we  are  willing 
each  Grand  Jurisdiction  should  weigh  the  matter  thoroughly,  con- 
sider all  its  financial  responsibilities,  and  decide  accordingly.  The 
^es/  method  of  helping  those  who  are  needy  is  a  problem  not  to  be 
solved  by  the  efforts  of  any  one  lurisdiction.  Nor  is  the  plan  of  any 
Jurisdiction,  however  meritorious  it  may  appear,  to  be  accepted  as 
a  model  for  others. 

His  position  on  the  question  of  relief  presented  by  Wisconsin  ap- 
pears to  us  sound  and  proper,  and  is  in  part  as  follows: 

We  believe  it  to  be  a  duty  resting  upon  a  Lo<1ge  to  care  for  its  own 
members,  their  widows  and  orphans.  It  may  also,  with  equal  force, 
be  said  that  the  Lodge  is  the  party  to  decide  to  what  extent  relief 
shall  be  granted.  There  are  no  fixed  benefits  in  Masonry,  and 
hence  no  claim  for  a  specific  sum  can  be  made.  The  appropriation 
is  wholly  discretionary  with  the  Lodge,  controlled  by  its  financial 
ability  and  the  nature  of  other  claims  of  a  similar  character  bearing 
upon  them.    They  can  not  be  compelled  to  go  beyond  their  ability. 

We  have  ever  regaided  the  disbursements  for  charity  and  the  re- 
sponse to  calls  of  that  nature  as  a  subject  belonging  directly  to  the 
Lodge,  and  not  to  be  controlled  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  except  to  the 
extent  of  regulating  any  injustice  or  a  wilful  disregard  of  legitimate 
calls,  where  there  is  an  ability  to  respond  While  a  Lodf^e  should 
be  allowed  to  manage  its  own  internal  affairs,  they  certainly  must 
do  so  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  our  Institution  and  the  laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Certainly  when  a  Lodge  neglects  or  refuses  to  re- 
lieve the  necessities  of  those  having  claims  upon  them,  when  abso- 
lutely able  to  do  so,  it  has  outlived  its  usefulness,  and  its  Charter 
should  be  called  in. 

When  a  member  of  a  Lodge  is  without  the  Jurisdiction  of  his  own 
Lodge,  and  in  necessitous  circumstances,  temporary  relief  is  extend- 
ed by  another  Lodge  upon  due  application,  it  does  not  appear  to  us 
as  assuming  a  character  warranting  a  call  for  reimbursement.  It  is 
but  the  fulnllment  of  an  obligation  resting  upon  the  entire  Craft. 
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There  has  come  before  us  no  Report  more  full  of  interest  or  more 
instructive,  or  from  which  we  could  have  made  more  valuable  ex- 
tracts; but  having  already  tarried  with  it  longer  than  our  space  war- 
rants, we  copy  the  statistics  of  membership  to  illustrate  the  growth 
and  strength  of  our  Order,  and  with  this  bid  a  tratemal  adeu  to  the 
writer: 


I.ouiiian&.... 

Halue  ...  ., 
Mkryluid... 


Oklabonu  Ti-r... 
Ohio; 

Pennirlnnla  .... 


South  Daknta  .. 


UUh 

Vennont  

VlmfDla 

WuhlngtoD  

Wat  VfcslDU.. 


Hanltobt. 

N.  Bniiuwii-lc 

NoTB  HintlB  

F.  Edwud  lalud  ... 


■/"■"I 
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NORTH  CAROLINA— ioSth  Annual,  January,  1895. 

Lodj^es,  280;  members,  as  from  such  returns  as  were  made,  8,573, 
with  1,235  unaffiliated,  the  gain  having  been  49. 

This  volume  contains  an  interestinfi:  narrative  of  the  formation  of 
this  Grand  Lodj^e  in  1787.     In  its  inception  it  was  evidently   sup- 
posed thataG.G.  Lodge  or ''Continental  G.  Lodge*'  would  probably 
be  organized,  and  provision  made  for  such  a  body  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Craft  should  such  be  organized. 

Grand  Master  John  W.  Cotten  announced  that  he  had  issued  Dis- 
pensations for  eight  new  Lodges,  of  which  seven  received  Charters 
and  one  was  continued  U.  D.  He  also  thought  that  "Masonry  has 
moved  upward  and  onward  in  this  Jurisdiction,"  and  that  it  was  be- 
ing recognized  **as  a  gre;)t  moral  force"  and  was  now  receiving  the 
support  of  the  best  citizens. 

He  deplores  the  meagre  representation  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
and  hopes  for  better  things  in  the  future. 

Much  was  said  by  him  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  at  Oxford,under  the 
control  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  Report  of  Directors  and  Su- 
perintendent show  that  it  is  fast,  under  the  yearly  improvement,  be- 
ing made  an  institution  of  which  not  only  this  Grand  Lodge  but  the 
State  also  may  be  proud.  The  State  appropriates  annually  |10,000 
to  its  maintenance. 

The  following  was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  but  we  find  no  Report  from  it: 

IV/it-reas,  In  a  great  many  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction it  is  a  rule  or  practice  not  to  cause  a  Mason  in  the  Third  De- 
yrree  to  become  proficient  in  said  Degree;  and 

IVhereas,  Such  a  practice  is  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  ofMa- 
sonrv; 

//  is  Hereby  Ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina^  That  no  one 
raised  to  the  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason  shall  be  admitted  to  the  full 
privileges  of  a  Master  Mason  until  he  shall  have  first  proven  himself 
to  be  proficient  in  the  Third  Degree  of  Masonry,  which  question  of 
said  proficiency  shall  be  passed  upon  by  the  Lodge  raising  said  can- 
didate to  said  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason. 

It  was 

Ki'sohed,  That  Section  5  of  the  funeral  services  of  the  Code  be 
amended  to  read  as  follows:  The  pall-bearers  shall  be  selected  by 
the  ofliciating  Master  from  among  the  Masons,  but  others  than  Ma- 
sons may  be  appointed  honoiary  pall-bearers,  but  in  no  case  clothed 
as  Masons. 

Hro.  Walter  Clark  delivered  the  Annual  Address  upon  the  "Fun- 
damental Principles  of  .Masonry — the  Cause  of  its  Duration."  and  in 
it  at  times  rising  to  eloquence. 
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Some  member  of  the  Grand  Lodj^e  seems  to  have  been  struck 
with  the  desire  for  office,  and  thought  rapid  rotation  the  best  way  to 
achieve  it,  so  introduced  the  following,  which  was  postponed  to  the 
next  Communication: 

Reiohed^  That  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand 
Senior  Warden  and  Grand  Junior  Warden  shall  not  be  eligible  for 
election  for  a  second  term,  but  that  either  may  be  eligible  to  elec- 
tion for  any  other  position. 

The  same  disposition  was  made  of  this  also: 

Resohed^  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  an  elective  officer  of  a  Sub- 
ordinate Lodge  to  be  elected  to  the  same  office  more  than  twice  in 
succession,  Prffvidtd^  This  shall  not  apply  to  the  office  of  Secretary 
or  Treasurer. 

Francis  M.  Moye,  Wilson,  G.  M. 
John  C.  Drewry,  Raleigh,  G.  Sec*y. 

There  was  no  Report  on  Correspondence.  We  presume  that  this 
was  omitted  to  give  place  to  the  Roll  of  Members  of  each  Lodge, 
which  Grand  Lodge  ordered  to  be  printed . 


NORTH  D.VKOTA— 6th  Annual,  June,  1895. 

Lodges,  44;  members,  2,312;  gain,  189. 

Grand  Master  Geo.  L.  McGregor  thus  speaks  of  the  Craft: 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is 
good.  The  growth  during  the  past  year,  while  small,  has  been 
taken  from  among  the  best  specimens  of  material  to  be  found  in  the 
quarries,  such  as  in  time  will  materially  help  to  beautify  and  adorn 
our  vast  fabric.  The  brethren  generally  are  zealous  in  the  work, 
and  when  I  consider  the  times,  as  they  have  been,  not  only  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  our  own,  but  of  foreign  lands,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  again  congratulating  you  on  your  present  condition. 

Having  been  constrained  to  refuse  several  Dispensations  as  being 
contrary  to  the  ancient  customs  and  Grand  Lodge  regulations,  he 
thus  admonishes  the  Masters  of  Lodges,  which  may  very  well  be 
heeded  elsewhere  as  well  as  in  his  Jurisdiction: 

Therefore,  to  avoid  ill-feeling  arising  toward  him,  the  Master 
should  study  carefully  the  ancient  customs  and  regulations,  By-Laws 
and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  allow  no  small  excuse  to  induce 
his  Lodge  to  ask  for  a  Dispensation  that  can  be  avoided  without  in- 
jury to  a  brother,  or,  if  granted,  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  Craft. 

He  deplores  the  fact  that  as  this  is  a  day  of  secret  organizations, 
whose  objects  are  perhaps  praiseworthy,  yet  those  belonging  to  some 
of  them,  as  well  as  to  the  Lodge,  evince  a  disposition  to  introduce 
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into  the  Lodge  novelties  which  may  suit  the  others,  but  not  those 
Masonic. 
Of  ciphers  he  says: 

I  believe  the  time  has  come  when  the  Grand  Lodges  should  take 
action  in  regard  to  the  use  of  Masonic  Ciphers,  or  so-called  Keys. 
In  many  Grand  Jurisdictions  it  is  a  Masonic  offence  for  a  brother  to 
have  one,  much  less  using  it  in  the  presence  of  others.  I  have  more 
than  once  seen  an  officer  of  a  Lodge,  when  doing  work,  take  out  his 
key  and  refer  to  it.  I  have  known  of  candidates  as  soon  as  they 
were  proficient  enough  in  the  lecture  to  read  it,  being  given  one 
with  which  to  complete  the  same.  In  all  such  cases  I  have  deemed 
it  a  duty  to  reprimand  the  brother  so  doing,  and  I  would  recommend 
that  some  action  be  taken,  looking  to  reform,  on  this  subject.  I  was 
a  Mason  ten  years  or  more  before  I  knew  there  was  such  a  book, 
and  one  of  the  things  that  made  the  greatest  impression  on  my 
mind  was  that  the  work  had  been  passed  from  mouth  to  ear,  and 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another,  carried  from  conti- 
nent to  continent  and  known  in  many  tongues,  and  yet  still  retained 
that  accuracy  which  enabled  a  member  to  prove  himself  a  brother 
wherever  a  Masonic  Lodge  existed. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  umiualifiedly  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Repre* 
sentative  system. 

A  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  ordered. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  appealed  to  by  one  who  esteemed  himself 
abused  by  the  action  of  **the  Masons'  Fraternal  Accident  Associa- 
tion of  America,"  located  in  Massachusetts,  but  for  what  purpose 
does  not  clearly  appear;  but  Grand  Lodge  disclaimed  the  idea  of 
its  being  a  collection  agency,  though  it  thought  that  any  business 
under  the  name  of  ''Masonry"  should  pay  its  just  debts,  etc. 

William  H.  Best,  Fargo,  G.  M. 
Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo,  G.  Sec'y. 

An  excellent,  full  and  well-tempered  Report  on  Correspondence 
was  presented  by  the  R.*.  W.'.  Grand  Secretary,  wherein  Alabama 
fur  1S!)4  occupies  its  usual  place.  He  quoted  liberally  from  the  Ad- 
dress of  Grand  Master  Pettus,  and  approvingly  says  in  the  follow- 

inij: 

A  non-afhliating  Mason  cannot  be  buried  with  Masonic  honors, 
nor  is  it  proper  that  Masonic  burial  ceremonies  should  be  perform- 
ed over  the  grave  of  a  dead  Mason  after  his  interment. 

The  first  part  of  the  above  decision  can  be  right  and  can  be  wrone. 
If  the  non-affiliation  was  not  voluntary,  then  it  is  unqualifiedly 
wrong.     If  the  affiliation  was  voluntary,  then  the  decision  is  right. 

Wc  thank  him  for  his  opinion  of  ourself, — it  is  far  ahead  of  what 
wr  entertain  of  ourself.  We  know  thata  Grand  Secretary  is  usually 
busy,  and  more  particularly  after  a  destructive  fire  makes  it  his  duty 
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to  brings  system  out  of  chaos^but  then  he  is  in  receipt  of  the  Proceed- 
ing's as  they  are  issued  and  may  devote  many  odd  moments  to  this 
work.    I^ome  of  our  best  Reports  are  prepared  by  them. 

NOVA  SCOTIA— 29TH  Annual,  June,  1894. 

Lodges,  63;  members,  3,223;  gain,  110. 

Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  by  Grand  Master  Dun- 
can C.  Fraser,  and  immediately  proceeded  in  procession  to  a  church 
where  it  attended  divine  service,  Rev.  James  Caruthers,  acting 
Grand  Chaplain,  officiating.  A  lengthy  and  excellent  discourse  was 
had  from  Corinthians  14:20,  after  which  it  returned  to  the  Hall  and 
the  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Address.  In  it  he  congratulated 
the  Craft  upon  its  general  condition,  but  more  particularly  upon  its 
increase.  This  is  probably  largely  due  to  the  Grand  Charity  Fair, 
held  previously,  from  which  a  large  sum  was  derived  towards  di- 
minishing the  debt  due  upon  Grand  Lodge  building.  Grand  Master 
is  jubilant  over  its  success,  and  hopes  are  entertained  for  a  speedy 
extinguishment  of  the  debt. 

He  laid  the  Resolution  from  Mississippi,  on  the  subject  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  candidates,  before  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  was  referred  to  a 
committee. 

The  Reports  of  D.'.  D.*.  Grand  Masters  show  a  fair  condition  in 
the  Lodges  visited . 

The  business  before  Grand  Lodge  was  of  the  usual  character,  and 
promptly  dispatched.  Every  effort  is  being  made  for  the  establish- 
ment and  accumulation  of  a  *' Benevolent  Fund,"  which  ere  long 
will  be  of  goodly  size. 

Wm.  F.  McCoy,  Halifax,  G.  M. 
Wm.  Ross,  Halifax.  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  product  of  R.*.  W.'. 
Bro.Thos.  B.  Flint  and  Rev.  F.  B.  N.  Norman  Lee. 

Alabama  for  1893  receives  fraternal  notice  from  the  former.  We 
regret  as  much  as  our  brother  that  the  Proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  had  not  come  to  our  hands  We,  however,  had  them  last 
year.  The  Report  is  very  full  and  conveys  a  very  just  view  of  the 
Craft  to  the  reader.  In  addition  to  the  brethren  mentioned,  in  con- 
sequence of  an  absence  of  one  of  them,  R.'.  W.'.  Bro.  Thos.  Mow- 
bray assisted  in  its  preparation. 
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OHIO — 85TH  Annual,  October,  1894. 

lx>dges,  492;  members,  38,851;  K^in,  728. 

Of  the  Craft,  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master  Allen  Andrews  g^tvres  the 
gratifying  intelligence  that 

There  has  been  a  revival  of  Masonrv  throughout  the  State;  though 
not  manifest  in  large  increase  of  numbers,  there  is  reawakened  in- 
terest, renewed  effort,  a  broader  charity,  closer  brotherhood,  and  a 
higher  manhood.  All  factions  have  disappeared,  and  harmony  pre- 
vails everywhere.  Cerneauism  has  died  out,  and  the  misguided 
brethren  are  seeking  restoration,  and  the  designing  ones  have  lost 
their  power  to  harm  us. 

He  granted  Dispensations  for  two  new  Lodges,  and  these  received 
Charters  at  this  Covimunication. 

He  expresses  some  annoyance  because  of  the  difference  in  the 
several  Grand  Jurisdictions  on  ^'perpetual  jurisdiction,"  and  at  the 
differences  and  trouble  and  friction  because  of  the  different  laws  as 
established  by  different  Grand  Lodges,  and  thinks  that  there  should 
be  some  hmit  to  its  continuance.  His  views  are  apparently  most 
practical  and  are  at  least  supported  by  cogent  reasons,  very  forcibly 
and  clearly  expressed.  We  give  a  sample.  They  were  uttered  in 
connection  with  his  laying  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the  Resolutions 
from  Mississippi,  yet  he  by  no  means  recommends  their  adoption. 
He  nevertheless  thinks  the  rule  in  Ohio  should  be  modified.  This, 
we  infer,  was  done  in  the  new  Code  : 

The  subject  under  discussion  relates  to  the  universality  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  should  be  {governed  by  a  broad  policy  of  uniform  opera- 
tion, and  should  not  be  controlled  by  local,  diverse,  and  sometimes 
retaliatory  regulations.  As  there  is  no  world-wide  central  authority 
in  our  fraternity,  uniformity  in  this  respect  can  only  be  obtained  by 
the  different  Grand  Lodges  all  accepting  or  all  rejecting  this  doc- 
trine of  perpetual  jurisdidion.  The  latter  course  seems  to  bt  the 
most  feasible,  since  the  doctrine  never  did  prevail  in,  or  has  been 
abandoned  by  a  majority  of,  the  Grand  Lodires.  It  is  also  the  best. 
for  it  is  consonant  with  philosophy,  philanthropy  and  human  na- 
ture, and  recognizes  in  man  the  possibility  of  growth,  improvement, 
and  reformation;  while  the  opposite  principle  runs  counter  to  the 
spirit  of  progress,  and  the  genius  of  Masonry;  for  it  enables  a  single 
member  of  a  Lodge,  be  he  ever  so  unwise  or  unjust,  under  the 
temporary  heat  of  a  petty  personal  grievance,  either  real  or  imagi- 
nary, or  under  a  mistaken  belief  based  on  idle  gossip  or  untrue  infor- 
mation, not  only  to  close  the  door  of  his  own  Lodge,  but  to  compel 
the  candidate  to  wear  the  brand  of  Cain  throughout  life,  no  matter 
how  long  he  may  live,  wherv;  he  may  go,  nor  how  pure  and  noble 
lii«  life  may  be,  or  thereafter  become. 
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On  the  subject  of  Masonic  relief,  after  quoting;  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Wisconsin  Committee  referred  to  by  us  last  year,  he  per- 
tinently remarks : 

There  is  a  modem  school,  manifested  in  some  circles  of  our  Order, 
which  would  orj^anize  this  duty  to  afford  relief  upon  a  business  basis, 
and  adopt  a  compulsory  system  of  Masonic  relief.  To  my  mind, 
nothing:  can  be  farther  from  the  spirit  of  Masonry. 

Again,  the  purpose  of  Masonry 

Is  to  mold  character,  subjusrate  passion,  exalt  life,  improve  morals, 
to  teach  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  brotherhood  of  all  men. 
Its  mandate  is:  **Go  seek  thy  brother,  take  him  by  the  hand,  lift 
him  up,  point  him  to  the  skie<;,  relieve  his  distress,  and  make  his 
li^e  and  let  him  make  thy  life  better  and  better  even  unto  the  end.'* 

His  Address  on  this  subject  is  replete  with  beautiful  thoughts, 
eloquently  expressed. 

A  system  of  visitations  by  Grand  Lecturers  was  this  year  inaugu- 
rated, and  it  is  believed  that  the  result  is  '*to  have  put  new  life''  into 
some  of  the  failing  Lodges. 

He  concludes  his  Address  by  showing  the  usefulness  and  mission 
of  Masonry  in  times  just  such  as  are  now  befalling  us,  and  says: 

There  is  work  abundant  for  Masonry.  Wherever  the  mad  struggle 
for  wealth  and  renown  has  chilled  the  hope  of  the  vanquished  in  the 
cold  darkness  of  adversity,  or  shriveled  up  the  soul  of  the  victor  in 
the  hot  glare  of  prosperity;  wherever  selfishness  and  avarice  have 
despoiled  confidence  and  feebleness;  wherever  the  miser  has 
amassed  and  the  prodigal  wasted, — there  should  be  taught  the 
brotherhood  of  man. 

The  invitation  from  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado,  relating  to  the 
memorial  services  at  the  grave  of  Washington,  was  accepted  and 
Committee  appointed. 

This  was  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  improper,  because  inviting  to  improvidence  in 
the  present,  and  therefore  unjust  to  those  who  succeed  the  present 
membership,  for  Lodges  to  receive  from  their  members  dues  in 
bulk  in  lieu  of  annual  dues,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  declares  any 
such  regulation  or  By-Law  inexpedient  and  void. 

Carroll  F.  Clapp,  Warren,  G.  M. 
].  H.  Bramwell,  Cincinnati,  G.  Sec'y. 

■ 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  M.'.  W.*. 
Wm.  M.  Cunningham,  P.*.  G.*.  M.'.,  wherein  Alabama  receives 
fraternal  notice. 
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In  other  reports  we  have  spoken  of  the  army  of  non-affiliates,  and 
this  subject  is,  and  has  for  a  time  been,  harassing  one  to  Grand 
Lodges  and  to  the  members  of  the  reportorial  corps.  On  this  sub- 
ject our  brother  thus  delivers  himself,  coinciding  with  us  as  to  en- 
forced membership : 

The  great  army  of  non-affiliates  in  all  Grand  furisdictions  of  the 
United  States  is  an  evidence  that  iron  clad  regulations,  to  force 
membership,  are  not  a  success,  wherein  enacted  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  desired  end.  As  compulsory  membership  in  all  Juris- 
dictions, in  whicn  it  is  enforced,  has  not  had  the  effect  of  lessening 
the  evil,  the  inference  is  therefore  plain  that  the  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion has  not  yet  been  accomplished.  And  one  of  the  greatest  foctors 
in  that  connection  is  excessive  annual  dues  Better  far  have  larger 
fees  for  the  Deerees,  if  the  result  is  even  fewer  members,  with  but 
nominal  annual  dues,  than  the  ever  increasing  list  of  unaffiliated  and 
expelled  members  due  to  that  cause.  Expulsion  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  by  its  becoming  of  such  common  occurrence,  has  only  had  the 
effect,  in  some  respects  at  least,  of  detracting  from  the  dread  of  the 
dishonor  or  stigma  usually  attached  to  that  punishment. 

Indefinite  suspension  or  striking  from  the  roll  would,  in  the  end, 
doubtless,  be  more  effective,  and  certainly  more  in  accordance  with 
the  Fraternal  Teachings  of  Freemasonry,  and  in  this  connection 
also  a  provision  for  the  establishment  of  *'a  membership  at  large," 
with  appropriate  dues  therefor,  to  be  used  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
its  charities,  for  those  brethren  who  for  many  causes  do  not  wish  to 
affiliate  with  a  Lodge  within  whose  Jurisdiction  they  may  reside. 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  vour  Committee,  be  an  effort  m  the  right 
direction  to  lessen  the  evil. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Colorado  recommends,  also,  the  abolish- 
ment of  dues  and  increase  of  fees. 

The  Report  is  embellished  with  "Historical  Notes"  of  great  value 
to  the  student  of  Masonry,  and  in  these  are  given  letters  from  Bros. 
Hughan  and  Gould,  on  the  probability  of  the  existence  or  noo- 
existence  of  the  three  Degrees  before  the  formation  of  the  United 
Grand  I.odge  of  England  in  1717.  The  deeper  these  students  delve, 
the  more  confirmatory  are  the  evidences  that  Grand  Lodge  existed 
in  that  period,  and  that  there  were  two  and  most  probably  three 
steps,  grades  or  Degrees  in  every  Lodge.  Some  very  interesting 
facts  are  being  discovered,  and  to  thtrse  brethren  with  others  are  we 
indebted  for  the  light  now  being  thrown  upon  our  venerable  institu- 
tion. 

There  is  very  much  we  would  like  to  lay  before  you,  but  we  have 
already  exceeded  our  limit. 
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OKLAHOMA — 3RD  Annual,  February,  1895. 

Lodges,  22,  U.  D.,  1;  members,  808;  gain,  158. 
Grand  Master  Selwyn  Douglas  delivered  an  excellent  Address, 
in  which  he  says  that 

The  mission  of  Masonry  is  not  that  of  the  avenger  of  blood.  To 
relieve  the  distressed,  to  comfort  the  down-trodden  and  to  bind  up 
the  wounds  of  the  afflicted,  these  are  our  aims  and  this  is  the  end 
we  have  in  view. 

And  he  grows  eloquent,  when  recommending  the  proposition  from 
Colorado  to  commemorate  the  centennial  of  the  death  of  Washing- 
ton, at  his  grave. 

His  decisions  are  few  and  in  accord  with  the  principles  governing 
the  Craft  in  Alabama. 

He  sees  no  use  for  a  custodian  of  the  work  and  a  Grand  Lecturer, 
and  Grand  Lodge  agreed  with  him»  and  repealed  the  law  in  rela- 
tion to  a  custodian,  but  it  also  adopted  the  following: 

« 

Eesotved^  That  the  Grand  Master-elect  appoint  two  members,  who, 
with  the  Grand  Master,  shall  form  a  committee  who  shall  call  be- 
fore them,  at  the  earliest  practicable  day,  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  and  examine  him  as  to  his  ability  to  teach  the  work 
and  lectures  as  adopted  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  correct  the 
work  and  lectures,  should  any  such  correction  be  deemed  necessary 
by  them. 

The  proposition  from  Mississippi  touching  jurisdiction  over  candi- 
dates, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  and.Usage,  to  report 
at  next  Annual  Communication. 

This  Grand  Lodge  declares  **Any  kind  of  gambling,  profane 
swearing,  or  the  intemperate  use  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beverage,  unmasonic  and  a  bar  to  initiation,  passing  or  raising  in  a 
subordinate  Lodge." 

Grand  Orator  Bro.  Brown  delivered  an  impromptu  Address,  we 
suppose,  in  which  he  wants  an  "Oklahoma  work,  and  must  have  it." 
We  hope  it  will  be  sufficiently  broad  to  be  intelligent  to  us  out- 
siders. 

Some  resolutions  in  reference  to  non-affiliates  were  introduced 
and  referred. 

Charles  A.  Newman,  El  Reno,  G.  M. 
James  S*  Hunt,  Stillwater,  G.  Sec'y* 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Grand  Secre- 
tary, James  S.  Hunt.  Of  the  resolutions  about  non-affiliates,  he 
pertinently  says: 
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A  practice  that  subjects  a  brother,  whose  circumstances  have  ne- 
cessitated a  change  ot  residence,  and  he  has  thereby  become  tem- 
porarily unaffiliated,  to  the  ordeal  of  the  secret  ballot,  before  he  can 
regain  his  Lodge  membership,  is  unjust,  pernicious  and  is  well  cal- 
culated to  perpetuate  and  foster  a  practice  that  has  already  become 
a  nuisance.  A  Master  Mason  who  has,  perhaps,  borne  the  burden 
of  Lodge  membership  for  many  years,  and  whose  dimit  is  the  best 
evidence  that  he  paid  his  dues,  and  that  his  standing  in  his  Lodge 
was  good,  in  order  to  regain  a  Lodge  membership  in  the  Lodge  in 
whose  jurisdiction  he  has  located,  must  be  subjected  to  the  same 
ordeal  of  the  secret  ballot)as  a  profane,  and  whose  reception,  or  re- 
jection, will  rest  upon  the  caprice  or  whim  of  some  cranky  brother, 
who,  perhaps,  is  not  worthy  to  sit  in  Lodge  with  him.  And  why? 
Simply  because  that  same  crankyr  brother  may  be  protected  in  a 
light  that  he  should  never  have  enjoyed.  That  the  non-aftiliate  has 
any  rights  seems  never  to  have  entered  the  head  of  some  corre- 
spondents, and  seems  not  to  have  been  considered  by  many  of  the 
(irand  Lodges.  We  hold  that  no  Mason  has  a  right  to  deprive  a 
brother  of  any  ot  the  lights,  rights  or  benefits  of  Masonry.  And  no 
congregation  of  Masons,  Grand  or  subordinate  Lodge,  has  such  a 
right,  except  for  Masonic  misdemeanor  or  crime,  and  then  after  due 
trial  and  conviction.  Therefore,  we  hold  that  the  principle  em- 
bodied in  the  followmg  resolution  now  pending  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Oklahoma,  is  not  only  just  but  is  strictly  Masonic. 

But  the  Resolutions  now  pending  not  only  protect  the  good  name 
of  the  brother,  but  they  make  him  a  member  whether  he  applies,  or 
is  willing,  or  not.  These  propositions  require  some  reflection,  lest  in 
our  desire  to  protect  him  who  is  outside,  we  destroy  the  unity  and 
harmony  of  those  inside,  and  in  thus  changing  the  ancient  Constitu- 
tion we  sap  the  life  blood  of  the  institution. 

Alabama  for  WH  finds  her  accustomed  place,  and  receives  fra- 
ternal attention. 


OREGON — 45TH  Annual,  June,  1895. 

Lodges,  fK);  members,  4,S():^,  gain,  108.  One  new  Lodge  was  au- 
tlioriiced  by  Dispensation,  which  received  its  Charter  at  this  Com- 
munication, thus  making  the  number  of  chartered  Lodges  now  one 
hundred 

Grand  Master  Philip  S.  Malcolm  expresses  great  pleasure  at  the 
passing  away  of  the  dark  cloud  of  financial  distress,  which  has  so 
long  hung  over  the  country,  and  thinks  Oregon  will  be  among  the 
tirst  to  benefit  by  thv  welcome  change.  He  paid  a  leeling  tributeto 
the  memory  of  their  (irand  Secretary,  Bro.  S.  F.  Chad  wick,  and 
who  was  also  Past  errand  Master.  He  visited  many  of  the  Lodges, 
some  thirty  in  all,  from  which  doubtless  great  benefit  will  result. 

Having  received  these  Proceedings  somewhat  late  and  after  we 
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had  written  our  own  views  in  relation  to  Cipher  rituals,  we  will  give 
you  all  he  says  on  this  subject: 

CIPHER   WORK. 

In  my  judgment,  the  evil  of  hasty  legislation  is  well  shown  in 
the  resolution  passed  by  the  last  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  closing  hours 
of  its  session,  having  for  its  object  the  printing  of  the  unwritten 
work  in  what  is  termed  cipher,  erroneously  supposed  lo  be  intelli- 
gible to  members  of  the  Order  only.  I  believe  that  it  has  been  de- 
monstrated that  there  is  no  code  constructed  frum  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet  but  what  can  be  deciphered  by  one  familiar  with  such  work. 
Leaving  that  out  of  consideration,  the  fact  that  the  resolution  reterred 
to  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  43  to  3d,  out  of  the  350  or  more  votes  that 
should  have  been  cast  on  this,  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
that  can  come  before  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  I  have  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  take  no  action  in  this  matter,  because  the  printing  of  any  part 
of  the  unwritten  work,  in  any  manner  that  may  become  Iegible,'or  in- 
telligible, even  to  ourselves,  is,  I  am  firmly  convinced,  a  violation  of 
our  obligation. 

When  the  attentive  ear  ceases  to  receive  from  the  instructive 
tongue,  and  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  are  no  longer  lodged  in  the 
repository  of  faithful  breasts,  out  grand  old  Order  has  passed  over 
the  summit  of  its  success,  and  will  rapidly  move  on  the  downward 
grade. 

If  any  change  has  been  made  in  the  ancient  obligation,  which  will 
permit  any  Mason  in  this  Jurisdiction  to  carry  out  the  action  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution  referred  to,  I  feel  confident  that  no  such 
change  was  ever  authorized  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  many 
prominent  members  of  our  Craft  from  various  sections  of  the  Union, 
and  without  exception  they  have  condemned  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  printing  of  the  esotenc  work  in  cipher.  I  have  failed  to  find  a 
word  of  approval  of  such  action  in  any  Masonic  journal,  but  on  the 
contrary,  a  host  of  criticisms  like  the  following,  viz.: 

Keystone^  of  PhilacUlphia:  It  can  hardly  be  believed  that  any  lawfully 
warranted  and  duly  constituted  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
would  seriously  undertake  to  put  in  writing  the  esoteric  work  of  the 
fraternity.  Vet,  outrageous  as  it  is,  so  criminally  violative  of  the  land- 
mark, there  are  efforts  being,  if  not  made,  now  under  consideration 
to  do  this  thing.  We  caution  the  Craft  in  Pennsylvania  to  be  on  its 
guard  against  this  monstrous  Masonic  crime.  Any  one  in  the  State 
who  is  a  member  of  a  Lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  concerning  himself  with  this  offense  against 
both  law  and  landmark  of  Masonry,  should  be  promptly  tried  and 
expelled  from  Masonry.  Such  prompt  action,  courageously  adopted 
and  carried  out,  will  save  the  members  of  the  Lodges  from  the  perils 
of  inconsiderate  and  incautious  conduct,  which  could  only  be  the  re- 
sult of  thoughtlessness.  To  be  warned  now  may  be  a  protection 
against  the  censure  and  condemnation  of  every  true  Mason. 

R.  T.  W.  Duke,  Jr.,  the  well-known  Masonic  scholar  of  Virginia, 
is  horrified  to  think  that  any  Mason  or  set  of  Masons  should  print 
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^he  work  in  cipher.  He  says  that  such  action  is  a  direct  and  palpa- 
ble violation  of  the  oath  of  each  and  every  member.  He  says  that 
it  is  reported  that  the  Grand  Lodg:e  of  Ohio  is  guilty  in  this  respect, 
and  says  if  it  is  true.  Masons  of  the  whole  country  should  at  once 
take  action  against  Ohio,  and  cut  off  all  Masons  who  acknowledge 
allegiance  to  such  a  Grand  Lodge.  In  his  protest  he  is  endorsed  By 
the  New  York  Dispatch. 

The  Trestle  ^<wr</ utters  the  following  timely  protest: 

We  believe  every  Mason,  be  he  a  Grand  Master,  Grand  Secretary 
or  Grand  Lecturer,  who  uses,  or  permits  to  be  used,  a  written  or 
printed  ciplier  or  copy  of  the  esoteric  work  of  Masonry,  should  be 
expelled  from  the  Order,  as  were  the  two  brethren  in  Massachusetts 
last  year.  In  our  mind  there  is  no  palliation  for  the  offense,  con- 
cerning which  every  brother  is  made  acquainted  at  his  initiation . 
And,  further,  we  btrlieve  that  the  Grand  Lodge  that  winks  at  so 
flagrant  a  violation  of  obligations  should  be  despised  by  all  honor- 
able Masons.  We  are  unable  to  see  any  justification  whatever  for 
such  a  breach  of  faith,  and  it  is  no  worse  for  an  individual  to  violate 
law  than  for  a  Grand  Lodge. 

Commenting  on  this,  the  American  Ty/erssiys: 

We  endorse  this  protest  fully,  and  without  reservation.  The  time 
was  when  the  hayloft,  the  attic,  the  cellar,  or  out  in  the  thicket,  was 
the  place  to  impart  and  receive  instruction  in  the  esoteric  part  of 
Freemasonry,  and  always  orally  conveyed.  Now,  laziness  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  simplifying  of  the  Grand  Lecturer's  work,  has 
brought  out  the  **key"  business,  and  given  to  Freemasonry  what  the 
"poney"  is  to  the  slothful  college  student.  We,  too,  boldly  assert 
that  to  sanction  or  use  a  key,  is  a  glaring  infraction  upon  the  first 
Masonic  obligation  taken,  and  should  render  the  man  permitting  or 
using  it  .subject  to  expulsion,  whether  he  be  Grand  Master  or  grand 
full  private.  Who  authorized  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  willfully 
transgress  his  first  obligations?  We  may  whip  the  devil  round  the 
stump  all  we  have  a  mind  to,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the  man 
who  made  ttie  first  key.  and  the  man  who  made  the  last,  are  equally 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  his  Masonic  oath. 

And  Bro.  Crow,  P.*.  G*.*  M.*.,  the  writer  of  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, uses  this  language: 

We  add  our  commendation  of  the  efforts  ol  M.*.  W.*.  Brother 
Fvans  to  suppress  the  most  unrighteous  of  all  violations  of  Masonic 
obligation. 

We  give  you  what  he  gives  as  his  decision  IH,  and  what  the  Grand 
Lodge  thought  of  it: 

is.  On  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit  to  )acob  Mayer  Lodge  No. 
h>s,  March  2')th,  I  conferred'the  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason  De- 
crees upon  Brother  Duncan  Ross,  who  had  been  regularly  elected 
to  receive  the  three  Degrees  in  this  Lodge,  but  after  the  initiation 
met  with  an  accident  that  deprived  him  of  his  right  arm.  I  am  un- 
able to  cite  any  precedents  for  this  action,  and  am  aware  that  it  is 
( ontrary  to  the  decision  of  mv  immtrdiate  predecessor,  but  I  cannot 
but  believe  that  when  a  gooci  man  has  been  initiated,  no  affliction 
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which  the  Supreme  Being:  sees  fit  to  cast  upon  him  should  cause  us 
to  deprive  him  of  the  consolation  and  pleasure  which  he  would  de- 
rive from  full  association  with  his  brethren  of  the  "Mystic  Tie.**  I 
hold  that  he  who  has  once  knelt  with  us,  made  the  promises  and 
found  the  true  liR;ht  as  we  have,  is  our  brother.  That  he  may  not 
be  able  to  comply  with  all  the  forms  necessary  to  recognition,  is  his 
misfortune,  but  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  poor  reason  io  assi^^n  for  de- 
nying: him  full  fellowship  with  those  who  know  and  appreciate  his 
worth.  Is  a  child  born  into  your  family  less  dear  when  one  year 
old  than  it  will  be  when  it  hasg:rown  through  childhood  to  maturity? 
I  acknowledge  that  a  profane  must  be  physically  sound  to  be  made 
a  Mason,  but  I  also  believe  that  when  once  initiated  be  »  a  Mason. 
We  elect  applicants  to  the  three  Degrees — not  to  one — subject  to 
his  remaining  physically  perfect  after  he  has  taken  it.  I  rely  upon 
your  sense  ot  right  and  justice  to  approve  this  action. 

Touching  No.  18. — Your  Committee  have  carefully  considered  de- 
cision No.  18,  wherein  our  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  reports 
the  exercise  of  his  prerogative  of  conferring  the  Degrees  of  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  upon  individuals  at  sight,  and  the  question  involved 
appears  to  your  Committee  to  be:  Can  the  Grand  Master,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  undoubted  prerogative,  dispense  with  the  law  requir- 
ing the  recipient  of  the  Degrees  to  be  physically  able  to  conform  to 
all  the  requirements  and  ceremonies  of  the  ritual? 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  as  a  legal  proposition  the 
landmark  defining  the  physical  qualifications  of  candidates  for  the 
Degrees  of  Masonry  ought  not  to  be  disregarded;  but  as  the  Grand 
Master,  in  the  generosity  of  his  heart,  has  exercised  his  dispensing 
powers  in  the  case  reported,  your  Committee  would  recommend 
that  his  action  in  the  premises  be  approved.  Your  Committee, 
however,  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending  that  the 
action  of  our  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  in  this  case  be  taken  as 
a  precedent  to  be  followed  indiscriminately  by  future  Grs>nd  Mas- 
ters, nor  as  allowing  Subordinate  Lodges  to  confer  the  Degrees  of 
Masonry  upon  m^med  candidates. 

The  proposition  from  Colorado  about  the  Washington  memorial 
services  was  laid  before  Grand  Lodge,  and  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Grand  Lodge  expressed  its  desire  to  see  some  method  adopted 
for  the  better  distribution  of  Lodge  charity. 

A  Resolution  was  introduced  for  conferring  the  Degrees  on  cler- 
gymen without  fees,  but  was  rejected. 

Grand  Lodge  also  adopted  the  following: 

Resoh'ed^  That  whenever  a  Lodge  shall,  by  reason  of  the  inability 
of  the  brethren  to  pay  them,  remit  the  dues  of  a  member,  sucn 
Lodge  must  not  pay  Grand  Lodge  dues  upon  such  member . 

And  also  the  following: 

Further,  your  Committee, prompted  by  the  suggestions  of  this  case, 
would  recommend  that  one-third  of  all  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  selected  in  numerical  order,  be  required  to 
submit  their  records  to  the  inspection  of  this  Grand  Lodge  annually, 
so  that  in  each  three  years  all  will  have  been  inspected. 
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It  appropriated  |500  to  aid  the  Relief  Lodge,  of  Portland,  to  con- 
tinue its  good  work. 

It  also  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  CI  earing- House  Associa- 
tion. 

Morton  D.  Clifford,  Prairie  City,  G.  M. 
Jas.  F.  Robinson,  Eugene,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1894  receive  fair  and  courteous 
notice  from  our  Bro.  Robert  Clow,  P.*.  G.*  M.'.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence,  who  displays  much  unnecessary 
diffidence  in  his  introduction.  This  is  his  first,  and  if  ''practice 
makes  perfect,"  then  we  will  soon  find  him  in  the  lead  of  the  Guild. 
Of  Grand  Master  Pettus*  Dispensations,  he  says: 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  six  new  Ixklges, 
two  of  which  received  charters  at  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  others  were  continued  under  Dispensation  until  the  next  annual 
Communication  Grand  Master  Pettus  is  very  much  opposed  to 
granting  special  dispensations  for  conferring  degrees,  except  in 
cases  where  injury  will  result  to  the  fraternity  by  refusing.  How- 
ever, he  granted  a  special  dispensation  to  one  Lodge  to  elect  a 
Worshipful  Master  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  the  regu- 
larly installed  Master;  and  to  another  to  elect  a  Worshipful  Master 
and  Senior  Warden,  said  officers  having  removed  from  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction.  We  understand  the  law  to  be  that  in  the  absence  of 
the  Worshipful  Master  the  Senior  Warden  succeeds  him  and  per- 
forms all  the  duties  that  would  devolve  upon  the  Master  if  present; 
and  in  the  absence  of  both  Worshipful  Master  and  Senior  Warden 
the  (unior  Warden  presidcs,filiing  the  Wardens*  stations  by  appoint- 
ment pro  tempore.  At  least,  that  is  the  law  in  ^^m'' Jurisdiction,  and 
we  have  been  led  to  believe  the  same  rule  obtained  m  all  the  Amer- 
ican Grand  jurisdictions . 

Having  dwelt  so  long  with  Oregon,  we  must  reluctantly  part  with 
our  brother,  only  thanking  him  for  so  completely  agreeing  with  us 
on  the  cipher  question. 

PENNSYLVANIA — 162D  Annual,  December,  1894, 

Lodges,  418;  membership,  47,31M>,  and  the  increase  during  the 
year,  l,4o9. 

Of  these  there  were  three  warrants  for  new  Lodges  at  the  quarterly 
in  March,  and  at  the  last  quarterly,  and  two  were  reorganized. 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  invested  in  funds  for  charitdible  purposes 
the  following;^sums: 

Grand  Lodge  Charity  Fund %    74,000 

Liirard  bequest     68,200 

T.  R.  Patton  Memorial  Fund 54,000 

Making  a  total  ot %  101,200 

Besides  a  sinking  fund.of  over 281,000 
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The  proceeds  of  the  several  charity  funds  are  freely  and  carefully 
used  in  the  proper  direction. 

Grand  Master  Michael  Arnold,  in  his  Address,  states  that  '*the 
work  done  by  the  Lodf^es  has  been  largely  increased,  the  roll  of 
membership  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  new,  and  it  is  hoped,  good 
Masonic  material.*' 

He  properly  objects  to  the  side-door  arrangements  to  Lodge  halls, 
and  the  ease  with  which  members  retire  or  return  to  the  room  and 
not  through  the  tyled  door.  He  thinks  the  outer  or  tyled  door 
should  be  secured  both  outside  and  inside,  but  the  use  for  this  we 
don't  see.  though  we  have  always  instructed  the  inside  sentinel  that 
the  door  was  especially  in  his  keeping  and  not  to  be  opened  save 
by  himself. 

There  is  a  wise  provision  in  the  Ahrman  Rezon  for  Dispensation 
for  election  of  Treasurer  or  Secretary,  should  either  or  both  of  them 
prove  either  incompetent,  or  negligent  of  their  duties,  and  which 
we  greatly  admire. 

We  find  him  bitterly  opposed  tO'the  introduction,  or  attempt  at 
introduction  of  women  into  Masonry,  and  with  him  we  most  heartily 
agree,  and  on  this  subject  says  : 

Masonry  is  such  a  unique  and  peculiar  institution  that  it  has  al- 
ways kept  aloof  from  any  of  the  so-called  progressive  movements 
of  the  day  ;  not  that,  as  men,  we  have  no  sympathy  with  them,  or 
object  to  them,  but  because,  as  Masons,  our  society  has  always  kept 
itself  within  the  qualifications  originally  laid  down  for  its  member- 
ship, one  of  the  most  important  of  which  is,  that  the  applicant  for 
Freemasonry  must  be  a  man.  This  law  against  the  commingling  ot 
the  sexes  cannot  be  evaded  by  any  device  whatever.  Lodge  cele- 
brations, under  the  name  and  guise  of  Lodge  associations,  are  under 
the  ban  of  the  Masonic  law. 

He  also  believes  that  the  introduction  of  the  "Eastern  ^Star"  into 
our  Lodge  halls  will  tend  to  the  eventual  destruction  of  the  fraternity. 

He  placed  before  Grand  Lodge  the  several  propositions  from 
Mississippi  in  relation  to  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material,  from 
Wisconsin,  relative  to  the  dispensing  of  charity,  and  from  Colorado 
about  the  Washington  centennial  memorial,  but  with  the  expression 
of  his  disapproval  of  each. 

It  is  at  this  Annual  Communication  that  the  Grand  Master  previ- 
ously elected  is  installed,  and  we  also  have  a  short  Address  from 
the  new  Grand  Master,  Matthias.H.  Henderson, in  which  he  extolls 
the  work  of  Pennsylvania,  as  having  been  'practiced  when  Masonry 
was  young,  and  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  mists  of  antiquity" 
and  as  having  been  transmitted  as  received  '* without  innovation, 
spot  or  blemish." 
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He  opposed  the  formation  of  any  more  Lodges  to  work  in  a  foreign 
tongue,  because  the  Grand  Lodge  cannot  have  or  exercise  a  proper 
control  over  them,  or  know  what  its  constituents  are  doing. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson,  Philadelphia,  G.  M. 
Michael  Nisbet,  Philadelphia,  G.  Sec*y. 

Our  M.'.  W.*.  Bro.  Richard  Vaux  furnishes  us  his  thirtieth  An- 
nual Report  on  Correspondence.  Truly  has  Pennsylvania  followed 
the  advice  given  by  our  lamented  Companion  Corson,  of  New  Jersey, 
given  many  years  since,  that  when  a  Grand  Lodge  has  got  a  proper 
correspondent  then  hope  that  he  will  never  die.  Indeed,  Bro.  Vaux 
is  an  admirable  one,  almost  incomparable  in  his  calm  judgment, 
suave  manner,  courteous  style  and  fraternal  affection.  His  intro- 
duction is  devoted  to  the  propositions  from  Mississippi,  Wisconsin 
and  Colorado,  with  a  slight  touch  at  the  Gran  Dietaof  Mexico.  Al- 
luding to  the  unique  and  extraordinary  treaty,so  called.between  the 
Grand  Master  of  Texas  and  this  latter,  he  characterizes  it  as  a 
''revolutionary  proceeding'*  and  as  **of  the  very  highest  import  to 
the  sovereignty  of  Grand  Lodges,'*  and  deems  it  * 'worthy  of  critical 
investigation."  For  ourself  we  have  not  received  anything  from 
Mexico  on  which  we  could  base,  or  which  would  aid  us  in  forming, 
an  opinion,  hence  we  have  avoided  any  recommendation  to  our 
Grand  Lodge.  This  unauthorized  ''treaty  appeared  to  us  at  the 
time"  somewhat  monstrous  and  absolutely  unusual,  but  we  find  not 
only  Texas,  but  New  York  and  Missouri  (who  should  have  been  able 
to  obtain  reliable  information)  ready  and  willing  to  recognize  this 
"Dieta."  We  have  hoped  that  we  might  have  been  put  in  posses- 
sion of  such  information  as  would  warrant  a  report,  but  we  have 
been  disappointed,  and  begin  to  realize  the  condition  of  one  whose 
hope  is  deferred. 

His  Report  is  adverse  to  the  Mississippi  Resolutions,  because  he 
thinks  their  adoption  would  emasculate  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  a 
central  governing  body  would  soon  result  if  generally  adopted,  and 
that  if  even  only  by  a  few,  discord  and  contention  will  result.  It  is 
doubtless  better  to  leave  well  enough  alone.  He  thinks  the  Reso- 
lutions constitute  "a  complete  usurpation  of  the  sovereign  rites  of  a 
(}rand  Lodge." 

The  Wisconsin  plan,  he  thinks,  is  a  subversion  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  Masonry.     In  this  we  fully  agree. 

Alabama  for  IHSiH  is  found  in  its  usual  place  and  receiver  full  con- 
sideration. He  decidedly  approves  of  our  conference  plan  for  dis- 
seminating the  work  and  giving  instruction .  But  he  thinks  that  one 
with  one  arm  should  not  be  made  a  Master  of  a  Lodge.     If  in  that 
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condition  when  initiated,  then  he  was  unlawfully  initiated,  and  is  no 
Mason,  and  if  he  became  so  maimed  afterwards,  his  misfortune 
would  unfit  him  for  the  position.  We  are  drifting  slowly  too  far 
from  the  perfect  man  when  one  without  an  arm  could  be  initiated. 
We  don't  know  what  induced  our  brother  to  hope  that  we  were 
not  trying  'Ho  keep  step  with  the  progress  of  the  times,"  for  we  are 
a  strong  opponent  of  innovation,  and  believe  that  what  made  us  a 
Mason  is  good  enough  to  make  our  successor  one. 


Since  writing  the  above,  **The  Masonic  Token"  has  come  to  hand, 
and  in  it  we  find  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  death  of  this  great 
and  good  brother.  His  thirtieth  report  was  his  last,  and,  like  its 
predecessors,  it  breathes  of  brotherly  love  and  affection  for  Masonry 
and  for  Masons.  He  is  now  in  the  assembly  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
above,  where  we  hope  to  meet  him  very  soon. 


P=IINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND— 20TH  Annual,  June,  1895. 


Here  are  12  Ixxlges  with  a  membership  of  509,  and  having  again 
of  12. 

An  emergent  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  for 
the  purpose  of  dedicating  a  Lodge  temple,  at  which  one  of  the  best 
and  most  practical  Addresses  it  has  been  our  foi  tune  to  meet  with, 
was  delivered  by  W.*.  Bro.  Rev  G.  M  Campbell,  who  was  at  the 
time  acting  for  the  Grand  Master.  It  was  on  the  history  and  prin- 
ciples of  Freemasonry.  To  copy  it  entire  would  be  out  of  our 
power,  and  to  attempt  a  synopsis  of  it  would  but  mar  its  beauties, 
so  we  must  reluctantly  part  with  it  with  this  notice. 

Grand  Master  Thos.  A.  McLean  stated  that  he  had  visited  all  the 
Lodges,  and  makes  this  deduction : 

This  concludes  the  visitation  of  every  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction. 
I  can  truly  say  that  Masonry  throughout  the  Island  has  taken  an  ad- 
ditional step  in  the  march  of  progress,  and  that  the  official  and  fra- 
ternal visitation  of  the  officers  tends  to  awaken  an  additional  inter- 
est in  the  Order;  and  I  feel  that  my  time  in  travellinfj^  from  one  end 
of  the  Jurisdiction  to  the  other  has  been  well  spent,  if,  by  so  doing, 
light  has  been  given  to  any  of  the  brethren. 

He  was  not  called  upon  for  many  decisions,  but  those  made  cor- 
respond with  recognized  Masonic  Law,  save  the  one  allowing  him 
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who  has  been  rejected  by  a  Lodee  to  apply  ag^ain  to  the  Lodge  in 
whose  jurisdiction  he  resides  without  invasion  of  jurisdiction  by  the 
rejecting:  Lodg^e.  The  applicant  had  applied  to  the  wrong  Lodge  at 
first,  and  this  was  held  by  him  to  have  rendered  the  action  of  the 
Lodg^e  void,  but  Grand  Lodge  thought  differently,  and  we  agree 
with  it. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  received  recognition. 

Roderick  McNeill,  Stanley  Bridge,  G.  M. 
Neil  Mackelvie,  Summerside.  G.  Sec'y. 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence,  because,  we  suppose,  of 
the  condition  of  the  treasury. 

QUP^BEC — 25TH  Annual,  January,  1895. 

The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  we  have  the  honor 
to  represent  near  our  Grand  Lodge,  shows  that  this  Communication 
was  presided  over  by  M.*.  VV.*.  John  P.  Noyes,  Grand  Master,  who 
thus  speaks  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft : 

We  have  fraternal  relations  with  more  than  fifty  Grand  Lodges ; 
our  supremacy  is  secure;  our  charitable  funds  are  considerable;  our 
revenue  for  Craft  work  is  ample;  our  aid  to  distressed  brethren  is 
adt^quate;  our  numbers  have  more  than  doubled,  despite  well 
known  and  deplorable  drawbacks;  here  and  there  over  the  Prov- 
ince, wherever  a  I^odg^e  is  located,  are  well  furnished  and  equipped 
Lodge  rooms  and  Masonic  Halls,  and  now,  our  beautiful  lemple, 
shortly  to  be  occupied  by  the  city  Lodges  and  kindred  Masonic 
org;anizations.  Nor  should  we  if^nore  as  assets  our  twenty-four  vol- 
umes of  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings  and  our  own  Masonic  history. 

Grand  Master  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  proposition  from 
Wisconsin  touching  relief  of  needy  Masons,  but  the  committee  re- 
ported adversely  thereto  for  various  reasons:  '*That  re  imburse- 
ment  is  gratuitous"  ;  that  it  is  a  landmark  in  Masonry  *'tbat  no 
brother  can  divest  himself  of  his  individual  responsibility." 

If  the  symbolic  lecture  in  the  northeast  angle  of  the  Lodge  means 
anything,  it  certainly  means  that  a  Mason's  charity  is  not  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  limits  of  his  own  Lodge  room,  but  more  espe- 
cially to  the  members  of  the  Lodge  universal,  in  length  from  east  to 
west  and  in  breadth  from  north  to  south.  Masonry  has  done  many 
noble  deeds  of  charity,  but  it  is  not  a  charitable  society  in  the  com- 
mon acceptation  of  that  term,  it  is  n  social  institution,  and  the  strong 
bulwark  of  Masonry  rests  in  preserving  it  as  such, 

(;rand  Master  ttiinks  that  '*the  clamor  to  abolish  (the  Grand  Rep. 
resentative  system)  probably  originated  with  a  Grand  Secretary  who 
disliked  the  extra  and  unremunerative  labor  it  involved.*' 
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The  proposition  from  Mississippi  in  relation  to  "uniform  rules  over 
candidates*'  was  also  submitted,  but  the  invitation  was  courteously 
declined. 

Grand  Master  is  {greatly  pleased  with  the  "District  meetings" 
(Conferences  in  Alabama),  and  is  satisfied  that  great  benefit  will  re- 
sult from  them.  This  is  the  opinion  entertained  of  them  within  our 
Jurisdiction. 

We  unfortunately  find  Grand  Master  an  advocate  for  the  reduction 
of  the  ritual  to  paper  as  a  means  of  preserving  it,  and  thinks  that 
the  old  method  of  conveying  it  from  mouth  to  ear  is  only  fitted  for 
members  of  "ample  means  or  abnormal  intellect." 

A  case  of  serious  insubordination  on  the  part  of  a  Lodge  was  re- 
ported by  Grand  Master,  but  prompt  and  heroic  measures  being 
adopted,  harmony  was  soon  restored. 

Lodges,  38;  members,  3,432;  gain,  82. 

Fred'k  Massey,  Montreal,  G.  M. 
J.  H.  Isaacson,  Montreal,  G.  Sec*y. 

Bro.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  once  more,  and  for  the  ninth  time,  pre- 
pared and  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  it  reviewing 
Alabama  for  189;^. 

In  the  introduction  to  the  Report  he  deals  with  several  questions, 
and  among  them,  with  the  tangled  condition  of  "Masonry  in  Mex- 
ico.'* He  is  not  the  only  one  who  desires  to  know  something  more 
of  its  condition  there  and  something  more  certain.  We  have  been 
patient  since  the  "treaty"  and  still  have  learned  little.  To  be  sure 
a  protest  from  Toltec  Lodge,  an  English-speaking  Lodge,  working 
under  authority  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  was  issued,  and  in  this 
it  was  asserted,  and  to  some  extent  confirmed,  that  the  Bible  was 
not  required  in  Lodges;  that  obligations  were  on  honor,  and  that 
women  were  also  members  of  Lodges.  These  statements  have  not 
been  refuted  or  disputed,  that  we  know  of,  yet  Missouri  has  recalled 
her  warrant,  and  Toltec  Lodge  is  said  to  have  gone  under  the  aegis 
of  the  Gran  Dieta,  and  such  a  Masonic  power  as  New  York  has, 
like  Texas,  recognized  the  legitimacy  and  regularity  of  the  Gran 
Dieta  Under  circumstances  such  as  these,  what  are  such  small  fry> 
such  as  we,  to  do?  We  have  continued  to  wait  for  further  develop 
ments,  and  presume  we  must  continue  to  do  so. 

To  let  our  biethren  see  how  our  brethren  of  Quebec  are  ham- 
pered, we  copy  from  this  report.  He  jestingly  speaks  of  a  printing 
press  as  enlightening  the  citizens  of  that  country,  and  says : 

This  special  printing  press  is  not  of  a  thousand  horse  power,  it  is 
true,  but  it  is  located  in  the  enterprising  town  of  Point  Levis,  near 
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Quebec,  and  it  has  thrust  upon  an  unsuspecting  public  the  startling^ 
declaration  that  "The  founders  of  Masonry  were  Luther,  Calvin, 
Voltaire,  Rousseau,  Jansen  and  Ferry.'*  Nor  is  this  all.  The 
newspaper  in  question  tells  its  readers  that  "MR:r.  Meurin  calls 
Freemasonry  the  *Synaj^ogue  of  Satan/  "  and  adds,  "A  secret  or- 
ganization direct  it.  It  is  the  Grant  Orient  of  France,  affiliated  to 
the  Palladium  of  Rome,  the  whole  under  the  control  ot  a  Supreme 
Chief  who  is  called  'The  Sovereign  Pontiff  and  Vicar  of  Lucifer  upon 
earth.'" 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing  very  novel  or 
startling  rn  these  declarations  for  those  of  our  brethren  who  are  ac- 
customed to  the  utterances  of  the  French  Canadian  Press;  but  the 
above  extracts  may  not  prove  uninteresting  to  readers  beyond  the 
limits  of  Quebec,  who  may  not  be  aware  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances that  surround  and  war  against  Freemasonry's  progress 
within  the  Jurisdiction  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge. 

Yet  amidst  all  this,  which  we  here  can  scarcely  realize.  Masonry 
grows  and  becomes  stronger,  and  will  continue  to  be  a  witness 
against  her  denouncers. 

Having  dwelt  thus  long  in  Quebec  we  must  leave  for  other  fields, 
hoping  for  a  brighter  day  tor  this,  our  sister. 

RHODE  ISLAND— 103D  Annual,  June,   1894. 

Within  this  Jurisdiction  are  36  Lodges  with  an  average  member- 
ship of  near  130,  the  number  of  members  in  the  aggregate  being 
4,640,  the  gain  having  been  180. 

At  the  semi-annual  held  in  November,  1K93,  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Oklahoma  was  duly  recognized,  and  to  it  were  extended  ''fra- 
ternal wishes  for  its  growth  and  prosperity."  The  Communication 
from  Grand  Lodge  of  Colorado  "relative  to  the  observance  of  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  decease"  of  Bro.  George  Wash- 
ington, but  on  it  no  definite  action  was  had. 

The  several  degrees  received  careful  and  full  illustration. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  Grand  Master  Elisha  H.  Rhodes. 
in  his  Address,  spoke  of  the  necessity  felt  for  harmonizing  "the 
language  of  the  three  degrees,"  and  correcting  "the  grammatical  con- 
struction" of  certain  parts  of  the  work,  and  congratulated  Grand 
Lodge  upon  the  fact  that  the  Committee  on  Work  had  accomplished 
this  feat.  He  does  not  think  that  it  is  yet  perfect,  but  a  vast  ••im- 
provement upon  the  language  of  former  days."  The  best  ritualists 
are  not  always  the  best  educated  or  best  grammarians,  hence  these 
errors  to  be  found  everywhere. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  had  before  them  the 
"treaty"  made  by  Grand  Master  of  Texas  with  "the  assumed  Rep- 
resentatives of  Freemasonry  in  Mexico,"  used  this  language  in  their 
report  on  the  subject : 


APPENDIX.  81 

Your  committee,  however,  are  obli^fed  to  reach  the  conclusion 
that  I  he  proceeding's  resuliinjf  in  the  establishment  of  this  new  Ma- 
sonic Grand  Lodfre  in  Nfexico  have  not  been  in  accordance  with  the 
generally  received  principles  that  have  governed  the  formation  and 
recognition  of  American  Orand  Lodg^es,  and  hence  they  cannot  rec- 
ommend the  granting:  of  the  Masonic  recognition  to  the  "Gran 
Dieta  SimboHca  of  Mexico"  whose  organic  lif<^  so  far  as  Masonic 
authority  and  regularity  are  concerned,  must  depend  very  largely 
upon  the  validity  of  the  action  taken  by  M--.  W.-.  Grand  Master  of 
Texas  in  putting  forth  the  "Treaty  of  Monterey.*' 

The  proposed  uniform  rules  as  to  jurisdiction  over  candidates 
from  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  were  also  submitted  and  referred 
to  same  committee,  but  of  these  we  have  nothing  farther  at  this 
Communication. 

The  usual  routine  business  received  prompt  attention . 

Eiisha  H   Rhodes,  Providence,  G.  M. 
Edwin  Baker,  Providence,  G.  Sec*y. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge  take  place  quarterly, 
and  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  all  well  digested  by  the  Board 
of  General  Purposes,  and  by  it  brought  to  the  attention  of  Grand 
Lodge.  Its  recommendations  are  usuallv  adopted.  At  the  Com- 
munication of  October,  1894,  the  Constitution  was  so  amended  as  to 
change  the  Communications  from  quarterly  to  semi-annual. 

There  was,  however,  a  Special  Communication  held  on  January 
llth,  1895,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  an  Address  to  the  M.*.  VV.-. 
Grand  Mastej,  Earl  of  Kenton,  who  had  held  the  office  by  successive 
elections  for  near  six  years,  and  who  was  about  to  leave  the  country 
and  return  to  his  home  in  Scotland. 

The  occasion  was  one  of  very  deep  interest  to  the  brethren  who 
were  greatly  attached  to  the  eminent  Brother,  as  is  indicated  when 
they  .say  "By  the  faithful,  zealous  and  impartial  discharge  of  the 
onerous  duties  annexed  to  the  appointment  (of  Grand  Master);  by 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  your  high  office  with  conspicuous 
tact,  ability  and  dignity;  by  your  precedent  and  wise  counsels,  you 
have  gained  the  admiration  and  fraternal  regard  of  your  brethren." 
There  were  many  felicitous  speeches  made  and  the  reply  of  the 
Grand  Master  was  full  of  pathos  and  gratitude.  When  almost  out 
of  the  hall,  he  turned  and  feelingly  said:  "I  cannot  leave  Grand 
Lodge  for  the  last  time  without  asking  you  to  believe  that  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  I  wish  this  Grand  Lodge  and  every  member  of 
it  everything  that  is  good.** 

There  are  39  Lodges,  2,351  members,  loss  34. 
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The  Freemasons'  Hall  in  Adelaide  is  altogether  free  from  debt 
and  yields  a  handsome  revenue,  while  there  are  the  several  iceneral 
benevolent  and  permanent  benevolent  funds  which  aj^g^regate  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  Considerable  activity  in  charitable  works  is 
displayed,  and  we  find  some  several  dollars,  forty  odd,  used  in  con- 
tributing to  a  brother  from  Ohio,  one  from  Montana  and  one  from 
Valparaiso. 

To  succeed  the  Earl  of  Kenton.  Bro  S.  J.  Way,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor and  Chief  Justice  of  South  Australia,  was  elected  M.*.  W.*. 
Grand  Master.  He  was  the  first  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
V.'.  W.*.  Bro.  |.  H.  Cunningham  was  continued  Grand  Secretary. 
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186  Lodges,  0,797  members,  there  having  been  a  decrease  of  802, 
and  Grand  Master  Stiles  P.  Dendy,  of  the  Craft,  says:  **  While  in 
some  sections  substantial  progress  may  have  been  made,  yet  owing 
largely  and  mainly  to  the  great  financial  stringency  which  has  pre- 
vailed all  over  our  country,  but  more  especially  throughout  the 
South,  the  progress  of  Masonry  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  we 
could  have  desired  it." 

He  introduces  his  Address  with  some  admirable  and  instructive 
remarks  in  regard  to  Masonry  of  itself  and  its  purposes  and  useful- 
ness. He  is  outspoken  about  the  **army  of  non-affiliates,*'  and  at- 
tributes them  to  various  causes,  among  others  this  : 

Much  has  been  said,  and  is  being  said,  by  Masonic  writers  and 
authorities  about  the  evils  of  non  affiliation  in  Masonry,  and  the 
remedies  for  it.  I  regard  the  non-affiliate,  in  most  instances,  as  a 
parasitf  on  the  body  of  Masonry,  and  is  generally  one  who  is  either 
wanting  in  appreciation  of  the  true  nature  and  purposes  of  the  Order, 
9nd  when  admitted  finds  himself  out  of  harmony  with  the  whole 
trend  of  its  teachings,  or  one  who  h^s  sought  admission  from  un- 
worthy and  improper  motives,  and  finding:  the  society  not  conducive 
(o  his  selfish  ends  or  ambitions,  is  disappointed,  and  finally  with- 
draws from  membership. 

And  thinks  a  palliative,  if  not  a  complete  remedy,  may  be  found,  if 
(committees  of  Investigation  would  be  more  careful,  searching  and 
critical  in  their  investigations.  Doubtless,  too,  little  vigilance  is  ex- 
ercised m  guarding  the  outer  door,  and  to  this  may  be  added  the 
j^reat  desire  to  establish  new  Lodges,  many  of  which  being  weak 
are  lax  as  to  the  applicant  because  his  shekels  are  necessary  for  the 
rurrent  expenses,  or  because  one  of  the  number  i?  doing  more 
work,  &c. 
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Grand  Master  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodj^e  the  plan  for  Masonic 
relief  recommended  by  Wisconsin,  but,  his  comments  show,  with 
no  admiration  for  it.  He  thinks  the  hope  of  re-imbursement  of  itsel- 
destroys  the  Masonic  character  of  the  charity  and  makes  the  Order 
at  once  become  one  of  an  endowment  character.  The  Grand  Lodg^e 
endorsed  his  views.  He  is  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  the  Home 
for  consumptives  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  and  thinks  much  good 
would  probably  result  from  it. 

The  business  was  of  routine  character  and  was  promptly  du- 
patched.  Yet  the  R:reat  trouble  besetting:  the  Grand  Lodge  is  its 
Temple  debt,  though  small.  ItTurnishes  another  instance  of  the  value 
of  making  slow  progress,  if  necessary,  rather  than  be  burthened  by 
debt.  Indiana  many  years  since  suffered  from  this  cause;  Georgia 
has  but  just  emerged  from  it,  thanks  to  the  generosity  and  liberality 
of  her  Grand  Master,  and  other  instances  might  be  cited.  So, 
brethren,  first  gather  the  money,  then  build,  whether  it  be  a  Home 
or  a  Temple,  for  debt  paralyzes  the  energies  and^deadens  the  sensi- 
bilities. 

Claude  £.  Sawyer,  Aiken,  G.  M. 
Charles  Inglesby,  Charleston,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  the  review  of  the  Proceedings  of 
Sister  Jurisdictions,  giving  in  detail  a  most  complete  account  of  what 
was  done  and  thought  in  each,  and  in  a  style  easy  and  attractive. 
Alabama  for  1893  finds  her  usual  place. 

He  is  charmed,  as  we  all  must  be,  with  the  liberal  contributions  to 
the  relief  of  those  in  distress,  and  more  particularly  with  the  liberal 
appropriations  towards  two  of  her  Past  Grand  Masters  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California,  and  congratulates  her  on  her  ability  to  do  these 
things. 

He  characterizes  Masonic  Homes  as  Masonic  Poor  Houses,  as 
some  others  have  done,  and  thinks  that  "Masonic  charity  can  be  far 
better  dispensed  than  in  that  way." 

We  find  him  expressing  the  thought  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mis- 
souri "has  acted  rather  hastily  with  reference  to  her  Lodge  'Toltec' 
in  M«>xico."  In  which  we  most  heartily  agree  with  him.  We  have 
waited  patiently,  for  now  some  years,  in  the  hope  that  such  a  Grand 
Lodge  as  we  could  recognize  would  be  organized  in  Mexico  for  the 
strengthening  of  symbolic  Masonry  there,  but  of  such  we  hear  noth- 
ing, nor  does  the  Dieta  condescend  to  furnish  us  with  any  informa- 
tion as  to  itself,  so  we  presume  that  we  must  content  ourself  in  peace 
and  wait  a  little  longer. 
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Ixid^es,  40— five  new  chartered  at  this  Communication— and  with 
members,  4,254,  the  gain  having  been  124. 

Grand  NLister  Wm.  C.  Allen  said  of  the  Craft,  "With  few  excep- 
tions the  particular  Lodges  are  in  ?  prosperous  condition."  And  on 
the  subject  of  new  Lodges,  the  following  will  apply  as  well  to  many 
other  furisdictions,  as  to  his  own: 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Masonry  would  gain  more  benefit  in  this 
jurisdiction  by  consoHdatton  of  Lodges  than  by  formation  of  new 
ones,  and  recommend  that  members  of  particular  Lodges  rxercise 
the  greatest  care  in  recommending  such  petitions,  lest  they  weaken 
their  own  without  corresponding  benefit  to  new  Lodges  or  material 
welfare  of  the  Crafi  at  large. 

It  should  be  a  source  of  very  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  say  as 
he  does,  that 

The  particular  Lodges  generally  are  fortunate  in  being  governed  by 
oflicers  who  are  pn»ficient  in  the  work  and  thoroughly  competent  to 
instruct  the  brethren  not  onlv  in  Lodge  work,  but  in  the  history  and 
reat  principles  underlying  the  institution  itself. 
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He  thinks  that  one  cause  of  so  many  remaining  unaffiliated,  is  that 
a  fee  is  required  of  those  seeking  admission,  and  recommended  re- 
straming  action  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  Accordingly  it  was  resolved, 
"that  no  fee  shall  be  charged,"  in  such  cases. 

We  find  him  rerommeiuling  great  care  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund, 
which  is  at  present  but  small,  and  we  find  Grand  Lodge  providing 
tor  a  yearly  addition  to  this  fund  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  gross  re- 
ccipts  of  (irand  Lodge,  and  making  provision  for  its  investment  in 
some  interest-bearing  manner.  In  a  few  years  this  will  grow,  under 
I  are,  to  such  a  size  as  will  enable  this  Grand  Lodge  to  properly  pro- 
vide for  (Msabled  widows  and  orphans,  and  that,  too,  in  a  quiet  and 
unobservant  manner. 

\N  e  think  the  following  from  Report  of  Grand  Secretary  is  worthy 
(W  copy,  for  if  all  Secretaries  took  such  care,  or  all  Grand  Lodges 
made  such  re<jiiiremeni,  fewer  imperfect  and  erroneous  returns 
would  Clime  up  to  harass  Grand  Secretaries: 

['he  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  have  all  furnished  this  otticewith 
tht  ir  Annual  Reports  with  the  exception  of  two.  Some  errors 
existed,  but  these  in  nearly  every  instance  were  caused  by  the  fail- 
ure of  a  predecessor  iti  the  office  of  .Secretary  to  either  preserve  a 
copy  ot  his  Report,  or  to  enter  the  same  upon  the  records  of  the 
L(Klge.  it  appears  to  nu*  that  it  is  a  very  important  matter  for  rea- 
sons above  givf  n,  and  otheis  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  in  this 
Report,  that  the  annual  returns  of  each  Lodge  should  be  preserved 
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by  such  Lod{|^e  in  some  permanent  manner,  and  to  that  end  I  would 
recommend  that  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  enter  their  annual  re- 
turns in  full  upon  the  records  of  the  Lods;e.  This  will  insure  their 
preservation.and  render  them  at  all  times  accessible  for  reference. 

The  Grand  Librarian  reports  what  Proceeding's  are  necessary 
from  each  Jurisdiction  to  complete  his  files,  and  in  this  states  that 
he  needs  those  from  Alabama  from  1821  to  1856,  inclusive.  Will 
Grand  Secretary  H.  C.  Armstrong  help  him  out,  if  possible? 

Frederick  H.  Files,  Sioux  Flails,  G.  M. 
George  A.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau,  G.  Sec*y. 

M.\  W.*.  Brother  William  Blatt,  P.*.  G.*.  M..,  apparently  with  re- 
luctance, finds  himself  with  the  honor  of  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence  thrust  upon  him.  Yet  he  sets  to 
with  I'good  will  and  displays  both  his  ability  and  judgment  in 
the.  Report.  .  From  the  earnestness  in  behalf  of  the  revered  Ma- 
sonic principles  and  usages  which  we  ourself  so  much  love,  we 
copy  from  his  introduction: 

Isolated  cases  of  departure  from  what  we  believe  immutable 
principles  of  Freemasonry  have,  and  are,  being  attempted.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  for  the  Institution  there  is  so  unanimous  a  protest 
against  such  changes,  so  firm  and  clear  a  declaraiion  of  principles 
upon  these  subjects  that  we  shall  be  able  to  transmit  to  the  future,  as 
received  from  the  past,  pure,  unsullied  and  unchanged  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Institution.  Those  of  you  who  will  read 
this  Report,  need  not  look  between  the  lines  for  a  thorough  compre- 
hension of  the  matters  which  prompt  the  foregoing  remarks.  Let 
me  adjure  you,  brethren,  to  continue  in  the  path  your  predecessors 
have  followed,  steadfast  in  affirming,  faithful  in  practicing  the 
Heaven  born  principles  upon  which  rests  the  Masonic  structure. 
Even  in  changing  local  and  minor  regulations  be  ever  conservative, 
never  permitting  our  needs  or  regulations  of  government  to  be 
measured  by  the  standard  of  any  other  association.  Our  Institution 
is  peculiarly  distinct  in  organization  and  government.  Our  safety 
lies  in  applying  the  experiences  of  our  own  past  history  as  the  sole 
guide  oi  our  future. 

Alabama  for  1894  finds  a  place  in  it  and  receives  fraternal  consid- 
eration. He  quotes  what  G.*.  M.'.  Pettus  said  of  the  fierce  political 
struggles  of  the  preceding  year,  and  that  "no  Masonic  Lodge  had 
been  affected"  by  it,  and  thinks  "comments  superfluous." 

He  is  delighted  at  the  refusal  to  issue  Dispensations  to  confer 
Degrees  out  of  time,  and  denominates  it  "truly  and  refreshingly 
expressed  Masonic  doctrine."  He  also  approves,  heartily  approves 
of  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  on  the  eligibility  of 
of  the  saloon-keeper,  which  so  properly  thought  "that  a  Lodge  was, 
or  must  be,  able  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  new  material,  and  that 
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the  qualifications  for  initiates  is  a  landmark  which  could  not  with 
safety  be  altered  or  amended." 

With  the  following  extract,  which  we  hope  that  every  brother  who 
reads  this  Report  will  apply  to  his  own  Jurisdiction,  we  ar^  forced  to 
take  leave  of  our  esteemed  brother: 

We  hope  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Dakota  will  decUre  herself 
upon  these  several  subjects  in  no  uncertain  manner;  that  she  will 
aid  in  the  maintenance  oftho^^e  principles  upon  which  rests  our  Ma- 
sonic structure,  and  strenuously  defend  those  doctrines  which  we 
believe  in  true  keeping  with  those  principles.  So  long  as  we  shall 
pursue  that  course,  not  permitting  ourselves  to  be  swayed  from  it 
Dy  influences  foreign  to  the  InsMtution  just  so  long  will  the  pros- 
perity and  perpetuity  of  Freemasonry  bt;  assured,  just  so  long  will 
we  continue  in  the  enjoyment  as  an  Association  of  that  high  stand- 
ard, which  has  been  ours  from  the  remotest  past.  While  at  no  time 
ignoring  th^  material  w^nts  and  necessities  of  our  fellows,  nor  our 
duty  of  ministering  to  them,  yet  we  consider  them  incidental  and 
secondary  to  those  higher  and  nobler  aims  which  have  in  the 
past  so  materially  aided  in  disfranchising  the  human  soul  and  intel- 
lect from  spiritual  oppression  and  intolerance,  from  mental  depend- 
ence and  consequent  inactivity. 

A  proper  comprehensicm  of  the  true  aims,  principles  and  objects 
of  Freemasonry  is,  therefore,  an  indispensable  requisite,  obedic-nce 
to  the  practice  and  diffusion  of  the  same,  the  duty  of  every  member 
of  the  fraternity. 


TENNESSEE— 8iST  Annual,  January,  1895. 

This  volume  opens  with  a  Record  of  the  Proceedings  had  at  the 
funeral  obsequies  of  P.'.  G*..  M.*.  John  Frizzell.  the  Ute  Grand  Sec- 
retary of  the  Grand  Lodge.  AUbama  knows  too  well  how  to  sym- 
pathize with  our  neighbor,  and  in  behalf  of  our  Grand-  Lodge  and 
the  Masons  composing  it,  we  express  our  condolence  and  our  heart- 
felt sympathies  at  her  bereavement. 

Lodges,  4ii4;  U.  D.,  7;  members,  17,931;  increase,  105. 

Grand  Master  Henry  A.  Chambers  states  that  '*It  is  a  matter  of 
congratulation  that,  notwithstanding  the  continued  depression  in 
financial  and  commercial  affairs  in  the  country,  the  Masonic  Order 
in  Tennessee  has  not  been  injuriously  affected  during  the  past  year." 

Grand  Master  made,  as  reported,  fifty-six  rulings,  the  larger  part 
of  which  were  answered  by  reference  to  their  text-book.  These 
were  all  approved  by  Grand  Lodge. 

Many  new  Lodges  are  springing  into  existence. 

Grand  Master  is  urgent  in  behalf  of  the  Masonic  Home  and  the 
applications  for  its  benevolence  are  greater  than  its  ability,  yet 
strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  for  obtaining  the  necessary  funds, 
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atthous^h  we  do  not  find  that  Grand  Lodge  made  any  appropriation 
towards  it. 

Grand  Master  replied  to  the  application  of  Montezuma  Lodge  of 
New  Mexico  for  aid  in  establishing  a  Masonic  Home  for  consump- 
tives in  Santa  Fe»  that  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home  "needs 
every  cent  the  Masons  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  can  spare,"  and, 
therefore,  he  declined  to  consent  to  any  appeal  being  made  to  the 
several  Lodges. 

He  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  circular  from  Wisconsin  in  re* 
gard  to  Masonic  charity  and  relief,  with  the  expression  of  his  views 
adverse  thereto,  and  nothing  was  done  with  it. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  First  District  is  averse  to  schools  of 
instruction,  but  favors  the  instruction  of  each  Lodge  separately. 

The  members  of  this  Grand  LodK:e  are  getting  as  fearful  of  fire  as 
our  own  is,  and  made  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  **three  fire 
escapes  leading  from  the  Grand  Lodge  room  to  the  ground."  This 
is  a  wise  precaution.  We  are  when  attending  Grand  Lodge  in  con- 
stant fear  of  a  grand  holocaust. 

George  H.  Morgan,  Cooke ville,  G.  M. 
John  B.  Garrett,  Nashville,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
made  application  for  time  to  complete  his  Report,  which  was 
granted,  but,  alas!  no  Report  appears.  Oh,  bow  we  miss  our  good 
brother  P.*.  G.  *.  M.'.  G.  C.  Connor,  whose  Reports  were  so  good, 
full  and  original. 

TEXAS — 59TH  Annual,  December.  1894 

Lodges,  577;  members,  27,336;  gain,  2,834. 

Five  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  had  been  issued  by  Grand 
Master  B.  F.  Frymier  during  the  year,  and  at  this  Communication 
14  Charters  were  authorized. 

The  Grand  Master  says  that  notwithstanding  the  great  financial 
depression  *'our  Masonic  work  has  been  reasonably  active,"  and 
'*with  a  few  exceptions,  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Masters  show  the  subordinate  Lodges  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion in  their  several  districts." 

We  are  pleased  to  finding  him  firmly  putting  down  his  foot  on  all 
"appeals  for  aid"  or  begging  letters. 

The  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  was  present 
at  the  session. 

The  funds  for  the  Masonic  Home  grows  apace,  and  the  Directors 
or  that  embryo  institution,  in  their  report,  say  : 
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Considering?  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home 
fund,  now  amountini;  to  over  J7.S,(K.)l),  besides  accrued  interest  for 
the  current  year,  and  allowing:  Tor  the  usual  and  reasonable  driay 
involved  in  the  selection  of  a  prop<  r  location,  and  for  the  erection  of 
suitable  improvements  thereon,  this  board  now  recommends  that 
the  Grand  Lodj^e  invite  propositions  for  the  location  and  building  of 
the  Home.  It  is  believed  that  the  purposes  of  the  Home  will  require 
a  tract  of  lamt,  containing;  not  It-ss  than  two  hundred  acres,  suitable 
for  aji^riculture,  and  conveniently  located  near  some  city  of  larg^e 
town,  with  a  good  supply  of  wood  ami  water,  and  it  must  be  in  a 
healthy  locality  In  addition  to  this  there  should  be  a  donation  of 
money  sufficient  to  erect  suitable  buildings,  and  to  make  other 
needt-d  improvements,  under  plans  hereafter  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Grand  Lodjiie  or  under  its  dirrciion.  and  such  d(»nation  of  money 
might  be  raised  by  popular  suhscription,  payable  in  installments  as 
the  building  procuresses,  but  surh  donation  should  be  guaranteed  or 
secured  in  some  way  sj  as  to  relieve  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  collecting  the  same,  if  based  on  a  popular  subscrip- 
tion. 

The  Home  will  now  become  an  assured  fact,  which  does  not  sur- 
prise us  when  we  look  at  its  roll  of  more  than  'Jl.iiOO  subscribing 
iMasons  and  the  possibilities,  nay  probabilities,  of  this  great  State. 
There  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  more  than  $8,000  in 
addition  for  this  work. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  seems  to  have  Deen  both  industri- 
ous and  impartial.  We  yet  discover  a  case  or  two  of  most  outrage- 
ous misconduct,  but  properly  dealt  with. 

On  the  communication  from  Wyoming  providing  for  the  financial 
responsibility  of  a  Lod>>;e  towards  its  travelling  member,  the  Juris- 
prudence Committee  will  say: 

Believing  that  Masonic  charity  attaches  as  an  individual  responsi- 
bility, and  does  not  spring  from  Lod^e  or^^anization,  we  believe  it 
nnv\ise  to  attempt  its  administration  by  rules  and  rei^ulations. 

Masonry   is  not  an  endowment  institution,  although  there  fre- 
•^lently  crops  out  on  the  part  of  some  to  make  it  such. 
And  in  reply  to  the  Mississippi,  it  adds : 

The  communication  and  subjoined  resolutions  by  the  Grand 
Lod^e  of  Mi.ssissippi,  inviting  co-operation  by  all  Grand  Lodges  in 
<'siablishing  a  uniform  system  and  mode  of  procedure  in  the  matter 
ot  waiver  and  transfer  of  candidates  first  applving  for  the  decrees  in 
one  jurisdiction  and  then  moving;  to  and  making  application  in  an- 
other, has  he^n  duly  considered,  and  believing  that  it  is  a  move  in 
ilu-  ri^iit  direction,  but  oljVciionable  in  some  of  its  details,  we  rec- 
otnmend  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  matter  at  this  time,  and  that 
iht'  ctinnnunication  be  tiled  and  the  subject  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence  for  report  at  the  next  meeting  of 
tills  C>ranil  Lcd^e  as  to  the  action  <if  other  Grand  Lodges  thereon, 
with  such  sugt;estions  as  said  committee  may  see  proper  to  make, 
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and  that  notice  of  this  action  be  communicated  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Mississippi. 

Gus  Harrison,  Sulphur  SprinR:s,  G.  M. 
John  Watson,  Houston,  G.  Sec'y* 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  by  Brp.  Thos.  M.  Math- 
ews, P.*.  G.".  M.\,  and  in  it  the  Proceedinjjs  of  Alabama  for  1893 
receive  courteous  and  fraternal  notice.  He  thinks  it  would  be  well 
"if  all  the  Grand  Lodges  would  enact"  a  law  prohibiting  granting 
Dispensations  for  conferring  Degrees  out  of  time .  There  are  in  our 
opinion  but  very  few  occasions  when  this  povier  should  be  exer- 
cised, but  we  can  conceive  of  occasions  when,  without  its  exercise, 
gross  injustice  would  be  done.  It  is  a  power  to  be  used  discreetly 
and  but  very  seldom.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  in  most  cases 
this,  as  well  as  that  authorizing  new  Lodges,  is  too  loosely  exer- 
ci.sed.  We  note  that  with  refertrnceMo  this  last,  our  Texas  brethren 
require  not  less  than  twenty  petitioners  before  it  can  be  granted. 

This  tends,  doubtless,  to  diminish  the  number  of  weak  Lodges, 
and  would  be  a  good  rule  to  be  adopted  elsewhere. 

We  give  what  he  says  about  "perpetual  jurisdiction  :'* 

Texas,  1892,  receives  quite  a  lull  and  pleasant  notice.  Much  of 
the  space  is  given  to  an  elaborate  argument  to  prove  that  the  Texas 
law  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material  .is  all  wrong  and 
wholly  untenable.  We  have  in  our  former  Reports  presented  our 
views  upon  this  question,  and  our  reasons  th'erefor.  It  is  therefore 
unnecessary  now  to  attain  go  over  the  ground.  Suffice  it,  then,  to 
say  that  the  extremists  eithf  r  way  we  believe  are  wrong.  There  is 
a  middle  ground  upon  which  all  could  unite,  which  would  inure 
to  the  good  of  the  Craft,  and  preserve  peace  and  harmony  among 
the  Grand  Lodges.  It  is  at  least  reasonable  to  suppose  that  an  ap- 
plicant for  the  ^nefits  of  Masonry  would  not,— at  all  events — should 
not,  be  rejected,  save  for  good  cause.  Allowing  this,  as  a  premise, 
when  application  is  made  (for  the  good  of  the  Craft),  the  character 
and  surroundings  of  the  applicant  should  be  thoroughly  looked  into. 
That  this  may  be  effectual  I  y  done,  require  the  candidate  to  ans^'er, 
always,  if  he  had  been  rejected,  when  and  where?  If  he  has  been 
rejected,  have  the  Lodge  correspond  with  the  rejecting  Lodge,  and 
find  out  the  cause  of  rejection  if  possible,  allowing,  if  desired,  a  pro- 
test to  be  entered  to  advancement,  the  validity  of  which  may  be 
tried  by  the  Lodge  to  which  the  last  application  is  made,  before 
proceeding.  By  such  a  course,  the  candidate  would  not  be  wronged, 
nor  would  harm  be  likely  to  come  to  the  general  Craft.  Both 
Scylla  and  Charybdis  would  be  avoided. 

If  the  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty  is  to  obtain,  it  is  worse 
than  futile  to  argue  that  Pennsylvania  and  Texas  can  make  laws  for 
Indian  Territory  and  Kentucky.  But  there  is  a  middle  ground  upon 
which  all  can  meet,  and  the  sovereignty  of  neither  be  infringed,  nor 
the  feelings  of  either  be  trampled  on.  That  ground  we  have  en- 
deavored to  outline,  imperfect  though  the  effort  may  have  been. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  report  is  a  paper  by  P.'.  G.*.  M.*.  George 
W.  Tyler  on  Masonry  in  Mexico,  which  we  eagerly  read,  but  mutt 
confess  to  great  disappointment. 


UTAH — 24TH  Annual,  January,  1895. 


This  volume  opens  with  a  special  Communication  for  conducting 
the  funeral  services  of  M.*.  W.*.  Bro.  Albion  Bernard  Emery,  P.'. 
G.'.  M.'.f  of  whom  it  is  said: 

Who  that  knew  this  friend  that  has  fallen  asleep,  will  not  say  he 
was  true  and  faithful  to  the  end,  faithful  as  a  man,  as  a  citizen,  as  a 
brave  and  true  American;  who  loved  his  friends  with  a  devotion 
that  never  faltered,  who  loved  his  countrv  with  a  passionate  wor- 
ship; who  in  life's  reverses,  aqd  life's  triumphs,  was  the  same, 
and  who  at  last,  though  life  was  exceedingly  sweet  to  him,  with  a 
calm  and  stately  courage  went  granaly  down  to  death. 

Lodges,  8;  members,  (i77;  increase,  11.  Yet,  small  as  this  number  is, 
our  brethren  of  Utah  expended  m  charity  no  less  than  |1,617,  and 
hold  in  their  several  treasuries  near  $13,000,  with  property  valued  at 
almost  as  much  more.  This  is  truly  an  example  worthy  of  imita- 
tion by  many  much  larger  and  older  Jurisdictions.  The  expenditure 
for  charity  is,  doubtless,  as  is  said  by  the  Grand  Master,  because 
"Utah  is  a  stopping  place  on  the  highway  of  the  world." 

Grand  Master  A.  Scott  Chapman  submitted  to  Grand  Lodge  the 
proposition  from  Colorado  for  centennial  memorial  services  at  the 
grave  of  Washington,  which  Grand  Lodge  approved ;  also,  uniform 
rules  as  to  the  jurisdiction  over  candidates  from  Mississippi,  which, 
however,  were  not  agreed  to;  and  also  the  proposition  from  Wis- 
consin as  to  the  method  of  extending  aid  to  the  distressed  worthy, 
which  was  also  rejected. 

Of  the  duties  of  the  Investigating  Committee  of  the  Lodge, 
i^rand  Master  says,  and  says  well  and  truly : 

If  there  is  the  least  doubt  as  to  the  character  of  the  petitioner. 
give  the  Lodge  the  bent-fit  of  the  doubt,  and  not  the  petitioner,  al- 
though he  may  be  called  a  good  fellow.  There  are  many  good  fel- 
lows around  us,  but  they  do  not  always  make  good  Masons.  Free- 
masonry does  not  claim  to  make  a  bad  man  good.  It  is  not  a 
reformatory  institution.  Its  perfect  ashlers  are  hewn  from  stones 
without  flaw  or  ingrained  spot,  and  such  are  made  fit  for  the  build- 
i:r*s  use  by  the  tools  of  Masonry,  from  the  good,  the  true  and  the 
upright.  If  our  ranks  cannot  he  augmented  by  pure  men,  then  had 
we  better  remain  idle,  and  the  Fraternity  will  be  benefited  therebv. 
Again  I  admonish  the  Investigating  Committee  to  do  its  whole 
duty. 
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Of  the  Wisconsin  circular,  a  committee  from  the  Board  of  Relief 
aptly  use  the  following  language,  having  the  true  Masonic  ring 
in  it: 

In  the  city  of  Salt  Lake  we  have  three  Lodges,  having  a  total  ag- 
gregate membership  of  less  than  300.  These  three  Lodges  have 
organized  a  Board  of  Relief,  which  has  bet-n  in  existence  several 
years.  Its  sole  duty  is  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  distressed  Masons, 
their  widows  and  orphans,  from  other  Jurisdictions,  and  to  bur> 
those  who  may  die  among  us  For  this  purpose  the  Lodges  have 
voluntarily  assessed  themselves  $3  per  capita  annually  for  every 
member  borne  upon  their  rolls— a  sum  greater  than  the  annual  dues 
of  many  Lodges  m  the  Eastern  States— and  yet,  in  consequence  of 
the  geographical  position  of  our  city,  in  the  heart  of  the  Great  West, 
making,  as  it  were,  a  sort  of  resting  place  for  weary  pilgrims  over 
the  great  rontinental  highway  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  We 
find  ourselves  taxed  beyond  our  c  apabilities,  and  too  oOen  are  our 
hearts  made  to  bleed  because  of  our  inability  to  do  what  our  Ma- 
sonic teachings  and  inclinations  dictate. 

While,  therefore,  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  subscribe  to  the 
broad  doctrme  of  Universal  Masonic  Charity  and  claim  no  return, 
as  a  rights  for  any  relief  we  may  be  able  to  extend  to  the  distressed 
from  other  lands,  yet  we  at  the  same  time  appeal  to  our  sister 
Lodges  throughout  the  United  Stales  and  the  woild,  to  .say  whether 
they  will  notaia  us  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  when  we  call  their 
attention  to  the  necessities  of  one  of  their  own  immediate  family, 
and  by  so  doing  enable  us  more  effectually  to  promr  te  the  great 
virtue  of  our  noble  Craft,  assuring  them  that  we  shall  ever  be  found 
ready  to  reciprocate  in  all  cases  of  relief  extended  to  any  of  our 
own  members  when  brought  to  our  notice. 

Grand  Master  finds  fault  with  the  "grammar  and  diction"  of  the 
work  there,  and  thinks  that  as  Masonry  teaches  that  grammar, 
rhetoric  and  logic  should  be  learned  by  every  one,  it  behooves  the 
Lodge  to  be  more  careful  in  its  language. 

The  business  was  of  routine  character. 

Alvin  Charles  Emerson,  Ogden,  G.  M. 
Christopher  Diehl,  Salt  Lake  City,  0.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Diehl,  who  has  been  the  valued  Grand  Secretary  from  the 
beginning,  again  presented  his  Report  on  Correspondence  in  his 
usual  nervous  style,  giving  to  Alabama  1893  due  notice. 


VERMONT— looTH  Annual,  June,   1894. 

101  Lodges,  9,466  membership,  195  gain. 

We  failed  to  receive  these  Proceedings  last  year,  much  to  our  re- 
gret, for  we  expected  a  rich  treat  from  them,  and  we  are  not  disap- 
pointed. 

Grand  Master  John  H.  Whipple  opened  this  Communication  in 
Ample  Form,  completing  *'the  first  century  of  our  existence."    He 
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revels  in  the  proud  boast  that  though  "we  have  experienced  the  in- 
tolerance of  bi)(otry  and  prejudice  which  at  times  has  been  so  freely 
launched  against  our  Order,"  **there  has  been  a  steady  advance 
up  the  line  of  rectitud  .'*  He  made  a  goodly  number  of  decisions, 
which  appeared  to  us  as  sound,  but  the  Grand  Lodi>e  enlarged  one, 
it  being  the  first  time  the  question  had  been  presented  and  de- 
declared,  '*That  in  case  of  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  member 
of  a  Lodge,  the  becrt^tary  thereof  shall  forthwith  give  notice,  under 
the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  to  the  Secretary  or  Recorder  of  all  other 
Masonic  Bodies  with  which  such  suspended  or  expelled  ^members 
are  known  to  be  aftiliated." 

He  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  invitation  of  Colorado  to  cele- 
brate the  death  of  Washington,  <S:c.,  and  Grand  Lodge  appointed 
the  Grand  Master  the  Committee  to  that  end. 

He  also  laid  before  it  the  invitation  of  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium 
for  an  international  and  universal  Masonic  Conference  to  be  held  at 
Antwerp,  which,  because  of  the  nearness  ot  the  time,  was  de- 
clined. 

In  regard  to  physical  qualihcations,  "The  perfect  man  has  passed 
away  and  the  rule  should  go  with  it.  If  he  is  able  to  comply  with 
all  ritual  requirements  and  moral  obligations,  what  more  do  we 
need?"  This  is  the  rule  in  Alabama.  The  Grand  Lodge  adopted 
the  following: 

litsoizt'ii.  That  physical  ability  to  earn  a  livelihood,  and  to  conform 
substantially  to  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  Masonry,  and  be  in- 
structed m  its  mysteries,  is  all  that  is  required,  providing  the  can- 
didate possesses  the  higner  (jualiHcations  of  a  belief  in  God,  of 
numtal  worth  and  the  record  ol  a  moral  and  upright  life;  that  this 
interpretation  of  the  ancient  charges  and  regulations  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  true  spirit  of  the  Masonic  institution,  but  in  keep- 
ing with  its  sublime  teachings  from  time  immemorial. 

John  H.  Whipple,  Manchester,  G.  M. 
Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,  (i.  Sec*y. 

There  is  an  admirable  historical  Address  on  the  occasion  of  the 
rt'lebration  of  the  centennial  anniversary,  which  fully  conveys  to  us 
of  later  times  the  trials  to  which  our  brethren  were  exposed.  The 
rinti-Masonic  e.xcitement  began  in  1S-(>  and  did  not  cease  until  1846. 
Vet  during  all  Hiis  time  a  few  Lodges  were  able  to  retain  their 
Charters  and  the  Grand  Lodge  continued  to  exist.  Of  this  period, 
tile  speaker  says  : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  October,  1H2B,  there  did 
not  appear,  so  far  as  we  have  any  evidence,  a  single  ripple  to  dts- 
lurb  the  hitherto  calm  and  placid  waters  of  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion.    Hut  the  winter  following,  and  from  1827  to  1834,  the  excite- 
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ment  was  at  a  fever  heat,  and  its  effect  upon  Masonry  was  most 
severely  felt.  Masons  were  divided  in  opinion  as  to  what  was  best 
to  be  done,  and  the  brethren  who  had  knelt  at  the  same  altar  were 
estranged.  Lodges  were  disbanded  Charters  forfeited  and  sur- 
rendered, so  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  October, 
1834,  but  seven  Subordinate  Lodges  were  represented.  Our  fathers 
who  remained  steadfast  in  their  adherence  to  the  sublime  princi- 
ples of  our  Order,  endured  "for  opinion's  sake,"  severer  trials 
and  suffered  greater  wrongs  than  you  and  I,  and  those  who  are  to 
come  after  us,  I  trust,  will  ever  feel  or  know.  Politicians  seized 
upon  the  excitement  of  the  hour,  and  through  its  influence  were  car- 
ried into  positions  of  honor,  trust  and  emolument  that  otherwise 
they  never  could  or  would  have  reached. 

At  this  time.  1827,  the  Grand  Lodge  sent  out  an  Appeal,  which 
contained  these  words : 

**As  Masons,  we  have  been  charged  with  being  acce.ssory  to  the 
abduction  of  VVilliam  Morgan,  with  shielding  Masons  from  iustpun- 
ishment  for  crimes  they  may  have  committed,  with  exercising  an 
influence,  through  the  Mnsonic  character,  over  the  legislative,  exec- 
tive  and  judiciary  branches  of  our  Government;  with  tampering 
with  juries;  with  exerting  an  influence  for  the  political  preferment 
of  mtmbers  of  the  Order,  because  of  their  membership,  in  prefer- 
ence to  others;  with  various  blasphemous  practices;  with  causing 
the  death  of  a  distinguished  Mason,  lest  he  should  dissolve  his  con- 
nection with  the  Order;  with  holding  or  sanctioning  principles  at 
variance  with  religion  and  virtue;  and  with  the  assumption  of  a 
power  to  judge  an  individual  brother  by  a  law  known  only  to  our- 
selves, and  to  inflict  corporeal  punishment,  even  to  that  of  death. 

**To  each  and  every  one  of  the  above  charges,as  men  whose  char- 
acters are  known  in  this  community,  and  who  rely  upon  a  future 
accountability,  we  make  reply:  In  the  most  solemn  manner  we 
positively  afiirm  that  of  each  and  all  of  them,  we  are  entirely  gui/i- 
less,  and  that  Masonry,  so  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  it,  in  no 
way  or  manner  yields  a  sanction  lo  the  principles  or  practices  which 
all  or  each  of  them  include.  As  Masons  we  hold  ourselves  guiituu 
in  any  manner  of  shedding  human  blooH;  guilUess  in  any  manner  of 
conspiring  against  the  liberties  or  privileges  of  the  people,  or  en- 
deavoring to  monopolize  an  unequal  portion  of  those  privileges  to 
ourselves,  or  to  abridge  t^>e  rights  of  others  ;  guiiiUss  in  any  manner 
of  impeding,  retarding  or  diverting  the  course  of  justice  ;  guiltUss  in 
any  manner  of  an  intrusion  into  the  three  great  departments  of  our 
Government;  ^//////c'jj  in  any  manner  of  attempting  to  identify  the 
subject  with  politics,  or  of  making  ihe  latter  a  matter  of  discussion 
or  remark  ;  guiltless  in  any  manner  of  performing  any  rite  or  doing 
any  act,  immoral  or  irreligious;  and  guittless  in  any  manner  of  enter- 
taining the  remotest  suspicion  that  the  life  of  a  fellow-being  was  sub- 
ject to  our  control.  For  the  truth  of  these  declarations,  solemnly 
made,  we  have  given  you  the  strongest  pledge  which  honorable  and 
virtuous  men  have  it  in  their  power  to  yield." 

The  condition  was  such  that  at  two  different  times  efforts  were 
made  by  Lodges  to  get  the  Grand  Lodge  to  commit  suicide,  but 
there  were  enough  others  of  sterner  material  who  adhered  to  what 
they  knew  to  be  right.    Hence  this'  centennial. 
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There  is  jn  this  Address  much  of  deep  interest,  but  to  avoid  be- 
ing too  long  we  have  only  given  you  the  foregoing,  believing  that 
this  information  will  be  new  to  most  of  you,  my  brethren,  and  as 
interesting  as  it  is  to  the  writer  of  this  Report. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Master  Marshall 
O.  Perkins,  and,  as  his  always  are,  is  complete  and  instructive.  He 
courteously  reviews  Alabama  for  1893 

He  approves  of  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  which 
bars  from  the  I.^dge  during  the  trial  both  the  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant where  both  are  under  suspension.  He  also  approves  the  deci- 
sion that  a  Master  of  a  Lodge  may  be  tried  by  his  Lodge  after  the 
termination  of  his  office  for  any  offences  not  official  while  Master  of 
the  Lodge,  and  in  relation  to  the  Grand  Master's  decision  that  a 
member  with  but  one  arm  could  be  installed  Master,  he  asks:  '*  Who 
will  say  it  was  not  correctly  decided  ?'* 

We  copy  all  he  says  of  another  decision  : 

Another  decision  was  to  the  effect  that  a  dimitted  Mason  must  be 
tried  in  the  Lodge  from  which  he  is  dimitted,  it  his  residence  has 
not  changed,  but  if  he  has  become  affiliated  with  anv  other  Lodge, 
the  latter  alone  has  the  ri^rht  to  bring  him  to  trial.  The  Committee 
dissented,  holding  that,  if  still  unaffiliated,  he  could  be  tried  by 
any  Lodge  or  Lodges  whidi  had  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the 
first  named  Lodge.  With  this,  we  agree.  But  the  Committee 
further  disagreed  by  asserting,  if  the  offmse  was  committed  within 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Lo'lge,  before  and  from  which  he  had  dimit- 
ted, the  accused  mu<;t  he  tried  in  that  Lodge,  and  not  in  the  one 
with  which  he  had  affiliated,  supporting  their  position  by  referring 
to  previous  decisions  accepted  by  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  expression 
of  the  belief  that  the  principle  was  correct.  We  think  the  Grand 
Master  was  nearer  correct  this  time.  The  accused  had  passed  from 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  first  Lodge,  and  as  a  non-affiliate  would  have 
been  within  the  penal  iurisdirtion  of  the  second  by  virtue  of  his  resi- 
dence. Hut  having  affiliated  with  the  .second  Lodge,  how  could  the 
penal  jurisdiction  revert  to  the  first?  It  seems  to  us  as  if  that 
'•principle*'  governinu:  the  Committee  was  incorre't,  rather  than  cor- 
rect, and,  It  being  within  the  province  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  cor- 
rect its  mistake,  the  Committee  might  better  have  pointed  out  the 
accepted  error,  and  recommended  an  agreement  with  the  Grand 
Master. 

1895. 

Lodges.  101;  members,  »,521;  jrain,  98. 

(irand  Master  John  H.  Whipple  says  of  the  Craft: 

The  statistics  for  the  year  show  a  gratifying  increase  in  member- 
ship a  sound  and  const  rvative  policy  in  accepting  propositions,  and 
a  salutarv  c)bservance  of  discipline,  rules  and  reicuJations,  while 
peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

Among  the  Dispensations  reported  we  find  the  following!  for  a 
singular  reason  assigned : 
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To  Washburn  Lodge,  No.  92,  to  hold  their  regular  meeting  for 
June  three  days  later  than  the  usual  time,  to  enable  them  toaccom- 
modate  the  Grand  Chapter  O.  E.  S.,  whose  Annual  Convocation 
occurred  at  Danville  on  the  day  and  evening  of  their  regular  meet- 
ing. 

Thus  indicating  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  O.  E.  S.  is  of 
greater  moment  than  the  I^odge. 

The  Grand  Master  authorized  the  appeal  to  the  Lodges  in  behalf 
of  the  Home  for  Consumptives  at  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

The  proposition  from  Wisconsin,  regarding  Masonic  Relief,  met 
with  the  following  Report  from  the  Committee,  wMch  was  approved 
by  Grand  Lodge : 

Your  Committee  coincide  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Masonic  Con^^ress,  held  in  Chicago,  "that  the  brethren  of  Lodges 
granting  such  aid  are  not  entitled  to  demand  reimbursement  from 
the  lx>dges  in  which  the  beneficiaries  hold  membership,  but  that 
when  a  member  of  one  Lodge  is  relieved  by  another,  and  the  finan- 
cial situation  of  his  Lodge  is  such  as  to  permit,  common  courtesy 
and  duty  alike  demand  that  it  should  reimburse  a  poorer  Lodge 
relieving  its  members." 

The  following  nobly  expressed  sentiments  by  Grand  Master 
should  be  heeded  by  every  member  of  the  fraternity  : 

We  need  more  of  the  courage  that  dares  and  the  courage  that 
does,  that  recognizes  right  and  pursues  it.  that  owns  a  duty  and  dis- 
charges it,  that  sees  a  wron^:  and  rights  it,  a  right  and  aids  it.  There 
are  many  of  us  who  would  do  great  acts,  but  because  we  *vait  for 
great  opportunities,  life  passes  and  the  acts  of  duty  and  brotherly 
love  are  not  done  at  all.     Life  is  make  up  of  infinitesimals. 

Don't  leave  your  flowers  on  your  brother's  grave,  but  sprinkle  a 
few  now  in  his  darkened,  saddened  path,  stained,  it  may  be,  by  the 
blood  of  his  struggling  mangled  feet.  Gladden  the  sore  heart  here 
and  now  by  the  word  of  cheer,  the  hand  of  help.  The  unforgiving, 
unloving,  unfraternal  spirit  may  be  the  source  of  unending  regret. 
Whatever  you  are  to  do  for  your  brotht- r,  for  your  friends,  do  it  now. 
Speak  the  forgiveness,  whisper  the  love,  do  the  act  of  kindness, 
NOW .    The  opportunity  may  pass,  never  to  return. 

The  following  Resolution  was  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge: 

Resohed^  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Grand  Secretaries  of  our  sister  lurisdiction,  that  one  W.  A.  Chase, 
who  resides  in  Morrisville,  Vt.,  and  represents  himself  to  be  a  mem- 
t>er  of  Mount  Vernon  Lo^Hge,  No.  8,  is  an  impostor,  and  to  ask  the 
several  Grand  Secretaries  to  inform  the  Subordinate  Lodges  in 
their  Grand  Jurisdictions. 
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We  quote  approvingly  his  remarks  on  the  growing;  use  of  the 
cipher : 

I  regret  to  see  that  certain  Grand  [A>dges  have  so  fnr  forgotten  car 
ancient  Undmarks  as  to  authorize  the  printing  and  the  circulating 
among  their  Lodges  **ciphers  of  the  secret  work."  This  is  to  be 
greatly  deplored.  It  is  a  rock  hidden  just  beneath  the  surface  which 
will  wreck  the  glorious  old  ship  of  Masonry,  iTit  is  not  removed. 
Let  me  recommend  to  the  Grand  Lod^e  of  Washington  never  to 
take  such  a  dangerous  step,  and  to  our  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence that  they  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  discourage  this  bold 
and  dangerous  innovation. 

We  heartily  commend  his  remarks  on  Masonic  education,  and  en- 
tirely agree  With  him  that  a  "Mason  well  informed  in  Masonic  Rit- 
ualism and  Masonic  Jurisprudence  is  not  entitled  to  the  distinction 
of 'Bright  Mason'  unless  he  has  made  a  study  of  Masonic  Philos- 
ophy." 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  would  have  a  depress- 
ing influence  on  the  brethren  but  for  a  note  from  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, which  shows  that  some  funds  received  later  puts  a  different 
face  on  the  matter. 

Bro.  Wm.  H.  Upton  delivered  quite  an  original  and  unique  ora- 
tion on  "Some  Phases  of  Masonry,"  which  we  would  be  glad  to  give 
entire  did  space  permit.  Yet  this  we  will  copy,  as  it  tallies  so  com- 
pletely with  our  own  position,  and  is  evidently  the  coming  question 
of  supreme  moment,  we  think,  to  Masonry: 

What  is  the  particular  practical  problem  which  demands  solution? 
Is  it  the  qn»-stion  of  printing  the  s^-cret  work?  Go  read,  in  the  MS 
Old  Cou'ititutions,  the  caution  given  the  candidate  when  he  took  the 
'*Great  Oath  of  the  Masons,"  and  the  solemn  words  of  that  oath  400 
years  ago. 

In  this  connection  we  quote  from  the  Report  on  Correspondence 
by  the  same  brother  what  he  says  under  Illinois,  when  noticins^  the 
charge  of  Br<i'  Robbins  that  these  ciphers  result  from  an  imitation 
of  what  is  d|6ne  in  what  are  called  the  higher  degrees: 

We  approve  the  above  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  had  the  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Suprf^m^*  C«nint:il  ref^-rred  to — of  whose  obedi- 
ence we  are  an  humble  and  faithful  mt* mber — who  were  alone  and 
personally  responsible  for  the  printing  spoken  of,  brought  them- 
selvrs  within  the  physical  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge  to  which  we 
belong,  we  should  have  been  mindful  enough  of  our  duty  as  a  Mas* 
ter  Mhsou  t<*  have  put  them  on  trial  for  their  M/isonic  liveA.  But 
let  us  be  frank  and  just,  even  in  our  inrUgnation.  The  chief  offender 
lived  long  enough  to  see  the  error  of  his  ways.  The  un-Masonic 
books  have  long  since  b^en  ordered  surrendered  and  deMroyed, 
and  the  offensive  "constitution" — i  e.  statute — has  been  abrogated. 
Though  a  reasonably  successful  collector  of  rare  books,  we  have 
never  succeeded  m  seeing,  much  less  in  obtaining,  a  copy  of  the  book 
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in  question;  and  we  do  not  think  there  is  a  Scottish  Rite^  body  in 
America — Cerneau  or  otherwise — whi^h  new  authorizes  its  exist- 
ence.   Let  us  hope  the  Grand  Lodges  will  reform  as  quickly. 

For  its  truth  and  eloquence  we  also  clip  what  follows  from  the 
Oration: 

"But,"  does  anyone,  disappointed,  exclaim,  'Vould  it  not  be 
better  for  Masonrjr  to  speak  with  authority;  to  answer  the  great 
question  which  jesting  Pilate  put  to  the  Man  of  Sorrows;  to  declare, 
to  her  sons,  at  least,  which  of  contending  dogmas  lead  to  sweetness 
and  light,  and  which  are  false  and  pernicious?  Is  it  expedient,  or 
wise,  or  safe,  to  permit  her  sons,  of  different  religions  and  opposite 
political  Ijeliefs,  to  spread  abroad  divergent  views  and  inconsistent 
doctrines,  without  check  or  hindrance  or  censorship  ?" 

We  may  well  smile  when  we  heas  sue  h  interrogatories.  We  need 
not  respond  that  Freemasonry  knows  no  touchstone  of  truth;  that 
she  knows  not  where  to  look  for  a  competent  censor;  that  she 
knows  no  infallibility  veiled  in  human  flesh;  that  she  believes  error 
cannot  stand  before  the  blazing  torch  of  reason. 

Not  thus  need  we  answer.  But  for  a  reply  we  point  back  to  the 
significant  testimony  of  history : 

We  see  the  hanks  of  the  stream  of  Time  strewed  with  wrecks  of 
censorships  and  inquisitions;  of  racks  and  thumbscrews  and  fagots; 
with  the  corpse*  of  priests  and  monarchs,  of  dead  empires,  aban- 
doned institutions  and  outworn  creeds. — pitiful  and  fitting  memori- 
als of  those  who  have  soueht  to  shackle  human  thought  and  speech, 
and  oppose  the  march  of  the  mighty  car  of  truth.  But,  while  creeds 
and  religions  and  empires  have  arisen,  flourished  and  decayed; 
while  doctrines  which  have  swayed  the  world,  and  been  maintained 
by  the  most  brilliant  intellects  of  our  race,  have  sunk  into  contempt 
and  dishonor;  while  sic  transit  gloria  mundi^  Freemasonry  still  sur- 
vives. Upon  her  altar  burns  the  same  pure  flame  that  was  lighted 
in  primeval  time  upon  H.»r-Moad,  the  Mountain  of  the  Assembly; 
in  her  Lodges  are  known  the  awful  mysteries  which  philosophers  of 
eld  vainly  sought  to  win  from  the  mute  lips  of  Isis.  This,  this  is  her 
answer  to  doubters,  this,  her  defense  of  her  methods.  All,  all  that 
rested  on  human  wisdom  alone,  has  perished.  She  alone  survives, 
unchanged  and  unchangeable. 

Of  the  proposition  for  a  Home  for  consumptives,  from  New  Mex- 
ico, the  committee  state:  "We  are  moved  to  this  unfavorable  re- 
port by  many  considerations  too  numerous  and  lengthy  to  incorpo- 
rate herewith." 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  ceased  to  be  "on  wheels,"  and  will  here- 
after meet  at  Seattle. 

Wm.  Witherspoon,  Spokane,  G.  M. 
.  Thos.  M.  Reed,  Olympia,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  gifted  Ma- 
sonic brother  and  student,  Wm.  H.  Upton.  It  is  but  rarely  that  we 
meet  so  great  independence  and  originality  of  thought,  coupled 
with  so  profound  a  knowledge  of  Masonic  law  and  usage,  and  con- 
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sequentlv  it  is  but  seldom  that  we  meet  with  a  report  so  full  and  so 
interesting. 
This  is  his  first  effort,  and  of  these  reports  he  says : 

While  approaching  my  task,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  with 
much  hesitation,  I  nevertheless  du  so  with  a  very  clear  and  definite 
opinion  as  to  what  a  report  on  correspondence  ought  to  contain.  I 
think  the  ideal  report  closely  resembles  the  ideal  newspaper.  It 
should  contain  all  the  Masonic  news  of  the  year;  and,  under  the 
head  of  news,  I  include  not  only  the  most  important  things  done, 
but  the  best  thin^  said.  Being  intended  as  a  work  of  reference 
also,  it  must  contam  many  matters — such  as  statistics,  dates  and  the 
like — not  particularly  edifyinf^  in  themselves,  but  useful  to  the  stu- 
dent. Bemg  written  for  the  information  of  Masters  and  craftsmen 
who,  having  as  a  rule,  little  leisure  or  opportunity  for  independent 
research,  are  compelled,  in  passing  upon  important  questions  which 
come  before  them  for  decision,  to  rely  largely  on  it  for  precedents, 
the  report,  in  stating  what  has  been  done  or  said  in  other  Masonic 
bodies,  should  be  accompanied  by  a  running  comment,  pointing  out 
which  precedents  are  in  accordance  with  the  original  plan  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  which  are  but  pitfalls  to  be  avoided. 

Alabama  for  1894  receives  full  notice.  In  this  he  approves  Grand 
Master  Pettus'  refusal  to  issue  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out 
of  time,  commenting  thus : 

"Because  the  candidate  was  about  to  remove  from  the  Jurisdic- 
tion'*—a  very  good  reason,  we  think,  for  not  conferring  them; — 
thought  a  Dispensation  to  permit  two  Lodges  to  consolidate  would 
be  "an  infringement  on  the  ancient  landmarks"— -just  wherein,  we 
are  too  thick-headed  at  this  writing  to  see;  granted— contrary  to  the 
best  usage,  we  think,— Dispensations  to  elect  Masters,  in  one  case 
where  it  does  not  appear  that  there  were  hot  Wardens,  and  in 
another  where  it  would  seem  there  were  both  Wardens  and  a  P.  M., 
whose  successor  had  not  been  installed. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  we  erred  in  our  inference  that  Wash- 
ington had  adopted  the  Mississippi  plan  as  to  jurisdiction. 

As  we  have  said  above,  the  interest  of  this  report  is  indeed  great, 
but  we  have  dwelt  so  long  with  Washington  that  we  are  forced, 
though  pained,  to  say  adieu. 


WEST  VIRGINIA— 30TH  Annual.  November,  1894. 

lodges,  102;  members,  o,lHO;  gain,  177. 

During  the  year  Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges  were  author- 
ized. 

Grand  Master  A.  M.  Evans  thus  speaks  of  the  Craft  in  that  Juris- 
diction, and  at  the  same  time  takes  a  very  sensible  view  of  what  is 
expected  of  a  Grand  Master  in  his  Address: 
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I  have  received  reports  from  the  District  Deoutv  Grand  Masters 
of  the  First,  Third,  Fourth,  Sixth  and  Eleventh  Districts,  and  am 

flad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Masonry  is  prosperin^i  and  peace  and 
armony  prevail  throug:hout  our  Jurisdiction.  I  am  not  expected 
to  report  to  vou  every  unimportant  act  in  the  routine  of  admmistra- 
tionof  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  nor  to  worry  you  with  listening 
to  the  reading  oi  all  letters  received  and  the  answers  sent,  nor  to 
burden  our  printed  proceedings  with  these  voluminous  but  trivial 
matters. 

He  reported  but  one  decision,  the  others  needing  only  reference 
to  the  Constitution  or  edicts  of  Grand  Lodge.  He  ruled  that  the 
loss  of  one  eye,  the  other  remaining  good,  did  not  disqualify  an  ap- 
plicant for  the  degrees. 

He  expresses  his  estimate  of  Reports  on  Correspondence  in  the 
following  language: 

In  them  we  get  the  ideas  of  our  brothers  of  sister  Grand  Lodges 
and  find  out  what  is  going  on  in  the  Masonic  world.  It  takes  much 
time  and  careful  thought  to  get  out  such  a  report,  and  our  thanks 
are  due  to  our  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  for  the  care- 
ful and  thorough  manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  done. 

We  were  much  pleased  to  find  him  putting  himself  on  record  so 
adverse  to  the  reduction  of  our  esoteric  work  to  writing  as  being 
"contrary  to  the  teachings  of  Masonry,''  language  almost  identical 
with  our  own  on  this  same  subject,  heretofore  expressed. 

He  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  Kentucky,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Maryland,  inviting  them  to  join  in  a  protest  against 
such  a  practice  as  **dangerous  and  inexpedient."  Grand  Master  of 
Pennsylvania  immediately  agreed  to  join  in  protest  of  Maryland,  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  do  anything  to  prevent  this  practice,  as 
"nothing  would  be  a  more  serious  offense  against  the  rules  and 
usages  of  Masonry,"  but  Grand  Master  Staton.  of  Kentucky,  thought 
that  as  each  Grand  Lodge  was  "absolutely  sovereign"  within  her 
territory,  it  should  have  the  "right  to  control  the  manner  of  pro- 
mulgating the  esoteric  work  of  the  degrees." 

The  business  was  as  usual,  except  that  banquet  tendered  by  the 
local  Masons  of  Wheeling,  which  was  doubtless  both  enjoyable  and 
enjoyed . 

Geo.  W.  Feidt,  Martinsburg,  G.  M. 
Geo.  W.  Atkinson,  Wheeling,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  latter  also.  P.'.  G.'.  M.*.,  prepared  the  Report  on  Corre- 
spondence, including  in  it  Alabama  for  1893. 

He  is  evidently  opposed  to  the  retention  of  the  Past  Master's  De- 
gree, and  thinks  it  "imparts  no  lesson"  not  previously  taught.  He 
approves  of  Grand  Master  Pettus'  ruling,  that  a  member  with  ^oic 
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one  arm,  having:  been  elected  Master,  has  an  entire  right  to  be  in- 
stalled. 

Bro.  Atkinson's  style  is  easy  and  fluent,  and  his  views  usually 
exceedingly  sound,  while  his  thoughts  betoken  that  they  are  well 
digested  ere  they  are  uttered. 

The  Grand  lecturer,  in  concluding  his  Report,  makes  this  appeal, 
which  is  very  beautiful,  yet  the  necessity  for  a  part  of  it  is  not  ap- 
parent when  he  reports  the  sale  of  390  rituals  during  the  year. 
With  the  rituals  in  hand,  whence  the  necessity  of  "rehearsing  the 
lectures?" 

An  annual  per  capita  assessment  was  levied  for  raising  the  funds 
for  building  a  Home  for  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  find  provision  made  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Ritual  of  the  Past  Master's  Degree  "A?  be  published  in  secret  rihtal 
fflrm.*'    So  we  have  another  Grand  Lodge  publishing  a  cipher! 

Kittredge  Haskins,  Brattleboro,  G.  M. 
Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,  G.  Sec'y* 

M.-.  W.*.  Bro.  Mar.sh  O.  Perkins,  P.*.  G.-.  M.'.,  is  the  author  of 
the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  his  skill  and  ability  is  so  well 
established  that  it  goes  without  saying,  that  it  is  complete.  Ala- 
bama for  ISW  meets  with  fraternal  treatment. 

He  expresses  great  gratification  at  learning  that  the  heated  polit- 
ical contest  for  the  year  had  made  no  impression  on  our  Order,  and 
thinks  we  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  quality  of  Masonry  as 
practiced  here. 

He  thinks  the  ruling  about  the  "Widow's  certificate"  rather 
"Pickwickian,'*  and  thinks  that  the  re.storation  of  one  suspended 
should  restore  him  to  membership  as  well  as  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Ma.sonry. 

We  give  you  the  following: 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  we  find  that  by  a  regulation 
of  the  Grand  Lod^e  the  reversal  of  the  action  of  a  subordinate 
lodge  in  cases  of  appeal  to  the  Grand  Body  does  not  restore  sus- 
p^.-niled  brethren  to  membership.  Again  Vermont  differs,  and  we 
bclif  •f  her  position  is  more  in  accord  with  reason  and  justice.  The 
;u  t  of  ti'tf  Grand  Lod^e  in  reversing  the  action  of  the  subordinate 
is  substaniially  a  dechirntion,  that  the  Lodge  is  in  the  wrong,  and 
that  the  ;)ppeilai)t  h.is  been  wronged.  If  the  Lodge  has  wronged 
him,  why  should  it  be  permitted  to  continue  to  injure  him?  If  its 
action  was  unlawful,  as  may  be  assumed  by  the  reversal,  why  should 
the  punishment  uf  the  brother  continue,  and  how  can  its  unlawful, 
or  wront;  action  ninke  lawful,  or  ri){;ht,  the  deprivation  of  any  of  the 
rights  of  the  brother,  are  (inestions  that  puzzle  us.  We  admit  that 
an  answer  may  be  found  in  "(>rand  Lodge  has  so  decreed,"  bat 
tiien  the  question  arises  as  to  the  reason  and  justice  of  the  law. 
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VIRGINIA — 117TH  Annual,  December,  1894. 

Lodges,  271;  members,  12,479;  gain,  479.  At  this  Communication 
there  were  eight  Lodges  chartered  and  one  continued  U.  D . 

Grand  Master  Mann  Page,  in  his  Address,  made,  as  his  predeces- 
sor did,  an  earnest  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  Masonic  Home,  and  pro- 
pounded the  question,  '*Have  we  done  our  duty  toward  this  most 
useful  institution?"  The  President  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Home,  in 
his  Report,  shows  that  the  cost  per  capita  for  the  twelve  inmates  of 
the  Home  was  $183  per  annum.  He  expected  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  children,  which  would  necessarily  diminish  the  per 
capita  cost.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  there  will  be  many  applications 
for  the  admission  of  girls,  for  during  the  four  years  of  its  existence 
but  three  applications  have  been  made.  The  report  betokens  fear 
and  apprehension  ot  the  result,  but  expresses  an  abiding  faith  that 
Providence  will  direct  to  a  successful  end.  The  Report  show  that 
the  Home,  though  small,  is  contributing  to  the  general  welfare  and 
*  doing  much  good. 

Grand  Master,  when  speaking  of  "By-laws  and  Amendments," 
mentioned  that  "In  every  instance  where  the  dues  of  a  Lodge  have 
been  for  a  less  amount  per  annum  than  three  dollars,  I  have  re- 
turned the  by-laws  disapproved."  He  thinks  that  "three  dollars  is 
dot  more  than  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a  Lodge." 
Doubtless  many  Lodges  place  the  dues  of  their  members  so  low  as 
to  leave  the  Lodge  at  all  times  in  a  weak  and  crippled  condition, 
with  its  treasury  empty  and  its  membership  without  energy  or  life. 

Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following,  which  we  think  eminently 
proper: 

Resolved^  There  shall  be  no  publication  by  any  Mason  in  any 
printed  or  public  journal  of  any  animadversion  or  reflection  upon 
the  official  acts  of  any  officer  in  any  Grand  or  Subordinate  Lodge  in 
this  Jurisdiction,  or  any  criticism  of  such  acts,  either  while  said 
officer  is  in  office  or  after  his  term  has  expired,  but  all  such  criti- 
cisms, animadversions  or  reflections  in  the  public  press,  whether 
published  in  a  journal  professing  to  be  Masonic  or  otherwise,  shall 
constitute  unmasonic  conduct,  and  shall  be  so  treated  by  the  Lodge 
to  which  any  brother  so  publishing  belongs.  Any  just  cause  of 
complaint  by  any  brother  against  the  acts  of  any  officer.  Grand  or 
subordinate,  shall  be  made  m  accordance  with  Masonic  usages  and 
customs,  and  not  in  any  public  journal. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Officers  says  that  the  reports  of  the  D.*. 
D.*.  G. '*  Masters  "show  a  decisive  advance  in  the  cause  of  Ma- 
sonry," and  congratulate  Grand  Lodges  upon  the  "information  in 
succinct  form"  furnished  by  them. 
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From  Report  of  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  we 
copy  with  approval: 

No.  5.  Whereas  the  use  and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  as  a  bever- 
age is  a  most  serious  evil  and  obstacle  to  the  promotion  and  prog- 
ress of  Freemasonry;  and 

Whereas  it  causes  the  downfall  of  untold  numbers  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  and  endangers  the  integrity  of  our  grand  and  noble  Order 
of  Freemasonry,  and  as  temperance  is  the  first  cardinal  virtue  of 
our  Order,  and  as  Masonry  should  always  discourage  the  evils  oi 
intemperance  and  never  encourage  any  of  its  influences;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resohed^  That  no  person,  who  is  in  any  way  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
alcoholic  liquors  as  a  beverage,  shall  be  eligible  to  take  any  of  the 
Masonic  Degrees  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
as  set  forth  on  page  53,  Proceedings  1889,  which  was  to  the  effect — 
'That  it  was  inexpedient  to  amend  the  Digest  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed''— be  affirmed. 

The  uniform  rules  for  the  government  of  candidates  from  Missis- 
sippi was  referred  to  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  report  at  next 
Annual.  So  also  was  a  recommendation  forbidding  the  public  in- 
stallation of  officers. 

J.  F.  Fitzgerald,  Farmville,  G.  M. 
Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  Richmond,  G.  Sec'y. 


Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  the  intelligence  that 
our  esteemed  Bro.  Wn'i.  B.  Isaacs  has  passed  the  river  and  gone  to 
rest  under  the  shade  of  the  trees,  and  that  in  consequence  the  Craft 
of  our  sister  Jurisdiction  are  wrapt  in  grief.  With  them  we  grieve 
but  not  without  the  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality. 


WASHINGTON— 38TH  Annual,  June,   1895. 

Lodges,  9(5;  members,  4,059;  gain,  60. 

There  were  four  Lodges  which  had  been  authorized  by  Dispensa- 
tion chartered  at  this  Communication,  enumerated  above,  and  one 
continued  U.  D. 

This  Communication  was  presided  over  by  Grand  Master  Joseph 
M.  Taylor,  whose  portrait  graces  this  pamphlet,  and  who  informed 
Grand  Lodge 

I  desire  to  state  here  that  I  have  refused  several  requests  to  con- 
fer Degrees  without  regard  to  time,  because  there  did  not  appear  to 
be  sufficient  reasons  for  granting  such  Dispensadons.    Rushing  can- 
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(Sdates  throujch  the  Decrees  is  not  to  be  commended  and  should 
never  be  done  except  m  such  cases  as  sea-faring  men.  In  fact,  I 
doubt  the  wisdom  ot  granting  such  Dispensations  at  all.  In  doing 
so  I  have  followed  the  custom  of  my  predecessors  in  this  office.  U 
is  quite  easy  to  represent  to  the  Grand  Master  that  a  certain  candi- 
date is  about  to  leave  the  Jurisdiction,  and  desires  the  Degrees  of 
Masonry  conferred  upon  him  before  going,  because  he  expects  to 
meet  bis  brother  or  father,  who  is  a  Mason,  back  East,  etc.,  etc. 

One  Lodge,  formed  but  two  short  months  ago,  desired  a  Dispen- 
sation to  confer  the  Degrees  without  regard  to  time,  in  order  to 
secure  a  Charter  at  this  Grand  Communication.  Of  course  I  pe- 
remptorily refused  it.  Serve  your  apprenticeship  faithfully,  brethren, 
and  then,  if  found  worthy,  you  shall  have  a  Charter  in  due  time. 
Let  me  recommend  that  all  Masonic  business  be  transacted  deliber- 
ately and  never  in  haste. 

For  which  he  deserves  the  approval  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  which 
he  obtained,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Fraternity  generally. 

In  his  decisions,  which  were  numerous,  he  seems  to  have  been 
governed  by  sound  Masonic  law  and  usage. 

He  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the  proposition  trom  Colorado 
tor  proper  centennial  sei  vices  at  the  tomb  of  Washington,  and  time 
was  given  to  the  Committee  to  report . 

■  Of  that  from  Wisconsin  about  the  adoption  ol  some  uniform 
method  of  reimbursing  money  expended  by  one  Lodge  in  the  case 
of  a  member  of  another,  he  pertinently  and  correctly  remarks: 

Almost  the  first  lesson  taught  us  by  Masonry  is  that,  should  we 
find  any  one  in  need  or  distress,  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  relieve 
liim,  so  far  as  his  necessities  require  and  our  ability  permits.  We  are 
not  taught  to  ask  him  for  a  return.  No.  What  we  give  wejnve 
treely,  without  thought  of  reimbursement.  This  is  charity.  This 
is  the  love  for  our  brethren  and  for  mankind  which  our  beautiful 
Masonic  ritual  so  forcibly  teaches  us. 

This  position  was  fully  endorsed  and  approved  by  Grand  Lodge. 

He  deplores  the  use  of  the  Masonic  name  now  too  frequently  used 
in  connection  with  business  enterprises;  nor  is  he  less  opposed  to 
some  of  the  requirements  of  other  societies  which  are  gradually  be- 
ing int:  educed  into  Masonry,  although  foreign  to  its  customs  and 
usages,  and  liable  to  completely  change  the  structure  of  our  Order. 


WISCONSIN— s  1ST  Annual,  June,  1895. 

M.'.  W.'.  G.*.  M.*.  Hiram  W.  Sawyer,  after  opening  this  Grand 
Lodge,  said  he  had  authorized  by  Dispensation  the  formation  of 
three  new  Lodges,  and  the  Committee  on  Dispensations  recom- 
mended that  two  of  them  be  granted  Charters,  and  one  be  continued 
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U.  D.    This  gives  to  this  Jurisdiction  202  Chartered  Lodges  and  one 
U.  D.,  with  a  membership  of  16,000  and  a  net  gain  of  496. 

The  Grand  Master  having  ruled  that  a  Lodge  should  not  hold 
public  installation  ceremonies  in  connection  with  O.  £.  S.,  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence  thus  report  thereon  : 

Approve  of  decision  6,  but  disapprove  the  inference  that  the  M.'. 
W.' .  G.*.  M.'.  has  the  power  of  granting  a  Dispensation  fora  Lodf(e 
to  hold  a  joint  installation  with  O.  E.  S.,  either  private  or  public. 
M.\  W.*.  G.*.  M.*.  has  no  such  power. 

Right,  we  think. 

A  report  of  some  length  is  made  by  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Relief,  in  which  they  express  the  hope  that  although  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  nr.ay  not  be  entirely  approved, 
yet  that  some  feasible  plan  may  yet  be  the  outgrowth  of  the  move- 
ment. 

There  is  a  fair  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer. 

Wm.  W.  Perry,  Madison,  G.  M. 
Jno.  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee,  G.  Sec'y* 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Duncan 
McGregor,  who  for  sometime  has  furnished  the  Brethren  of  Wiscon- 
sin such  concise,  agreeable  and  instructive  reports.  This  is  fully 
up  to  his  former  efforts. 

Alabama  for  1894  meets  with  fair  and  irnterm]  treatment. 

It  affords  us  infinite  pleasure  to  note  the  expression  of  his  views 
on  this  reduction  of  the  ritual  to  paper,  whether  it  be  in  cipher  or 
otherwise..  He  is  the  first  Correspondent  who  has  noted  this  viola- 
tion of  the  duties  of  a  Mason,  save  ourself,  that  we  have  noticed. 
From  the  following,  under  Massachusetts,  after  quoting  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  that  subject  and 
tiie  Re.solution  adopted  by  that  Grand  Lodge,  he  says,  curtly: 

We  suggest  as  a  remedy  that  Masons  everywhere  refrain  and  ab- 
stain from  making  or  using  any  cipheriin  accordance  with  Masonic 
obligations. 

WYOMING— 20TH  Annual,   1894. 

■ 

Held  at  Newcastle  under  the  supervision  of  M.'.  W,\  Ed.  F. 
Stable,  Grand  Master,  with  her  Hi  Lodges,  914  members,  and  gain 
of '(2  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  speaks  of  the  Order  as  prosperous*  notwith- 
standing the  great  and  long  continued  fioancial  depression. 
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He  emphasizes  the  recommendation  of  his  predecessor  for  the 
abolishment  of  the  system  of  Representatives,  because  "of  its  v^ry 
doubtful  utility,"  and  Grand  Lodge  thinking  as  he  did,  repealed  the 
Resolution  authorizing  their  appointment. 

His  decisions  of  general  influence  accord  with  those  well  known 
and  promulgated  here. 

He  bewails  the  practice.sometimes  preva]ent,of  intimidating  Can* 
didates  for  the  first  Degree,  and  speaks  of  it  as  calculated  **to  de- 
stroy the  exalted  opinion  of  our  Order.'* 

He  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  proposal  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Masonic  Home  for  consumptives,  from  the  Grand  J<odge  of 
New  Mexico,  with  words  of  commendation.  But  evidently  is  averse 
to  the  proposition  for  uniform  laws  in  relation  to  jurisdiction  over 
Candidates  coming  from  Mississippi. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  duly  recognized  and 
greeted. 

}.  T.  Holliday,  Laramie,  G.  M. 
L  Wm.  L.  Kuykendall,  Saratoga,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  session  was  closed  on  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  it  was 
opened,  the  entire  business  having  been  carefully  dispatched. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  made  by  W.-.  Bro.  W.  L.  Kuy- 
kendall, Grand  Secretary,  and  is  a  very  interesting  and  complete 
view  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  generally.  We  find  him  saying 
of  these  Reports : 

Like  the  city  chap  who  saw  an  old  hayseed  cutting  ^rass  with  a 
scythe,  it  looked  awful  easy.  He  tried  it  and  was  quickly  unde- 
ceived; so  with  these  Reports.  He  who  wiites  must  read  and  ex- 
amine, then  select  and  comment  if  he  desires,  all  of  which  is  very 
simple  and  easy  until  tried.  * 

Alabama  for  1893  is  fully  treated.  He  is  a  strong,  outspoken  op- 
ponent of  what  he  terms  "prerogative,''  and  we  suppose  is  equally 
adverse  to  the  opinion  that  these  are  ancient  "usages"  in  Masonry. 
The  latter  is  but  what  has  been  misnamed  "prerogative"  or 
"powers."  That  such  unwritten  usages  do  exist,  some  capable  of 
change  by  the  supreme  power  and  of  limitation  by  the  same,  and 
some  beyond  the  power  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  to  alter,  we  pre- 
sume the  brother  will  not  deny.  If  this  be  true,  then  do  they  not 
all  operate  with  full  force  until  the  supreme  authority  acts  ? 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


HelioD,  No.  1— 8amae]  H.  Moore,  William  F.  Baldridge,  Thomas  H.  Mc- 

Collej,  James  B.  White. 
RisiDg  Virtae,  No.  4— Geor^  P.  Ayres,  William  J.   Bates,  Squira  D. 

BrowD,  Thomas  J.  Farmer,  James  P.  TiUery. 
Farrar,  No.  8— John  Dye,  Stephen  £.  Smith,  William  E.  Withers,  John 

W.  Tinklepaugh,  Zechial  Townson. 
Royal  White  Hart,  No.  10— F.  S.  Bishop,  W.  T.  Hightower,  W.  W.  John- 
son, S.  A.  Pmett 
Montgomery,  No.  11— John  Heitz,  Herman  Simon,  Frank  Shackleford. 
Athens,  No.  16— Edward  W.  Crawford,  James  P.  Scruggs,  Thomas  J. 

Terrentlne,  William  W.  Todd. 
Dale,  No.  25— John  T.  Cook. 
Seima  Fraternal,  No.  27— Louis  £.  Jeffries,   Leonce  G.  Joseph,  Bradlay 

A.  Morrow,  Richard  Rudolph,  Otto  H.  Rudolph. 
Rising  Son,  No.  29— William  W.  Littlejohn,  Chapman  Jewell,  Henry  A. 

Skeggs,  William  L.  Gains,  Dolphin  C.  Davis,  Robert  M. 

Vaun,  William  J.  Hendriz,  Wilson  D.  Clarke. 
Washington,  No.  36— James  Caden,  William  H.  Gilliam,  Alfred  F.  Mc- 

Cluskey,  James  D.  Ferryman. 
(>ourtland,  No.  37— Thomas  J.  Graham. 
Wetumpka,  No.  39— Elisha  M.  Cain,  Marmaduke  Hornesby. 
Mobile,  No.  40— John  T.  Roberts,  Samuel  D.  Reese, 
iraston.  No.  44— Paul  Fulton. 
Hnion,  No.  50— Abraham  S.  Nordliog. 
(ireening,  No.  53— John  D.  Burnett,  Thomas  A.  Buffington,  Malachi  G. 

Brooks. 
Amity,  No.  54 — John  T.  Broadnaz,  Alexander  H.  Byrd,  Samuel  Cohen, 

William  O.  Monroe. 
Mt.  Moriah,  No.  55— James  A.  Davis. 
Troy,  No.  56— Paschal  H.  Baker,  Jesse  D.  Baker. 
Sts.  John,  No.  62— Thomas  R.  Blunt,  Andrew  W.  Beverly,  David  CPogh, 

William  M.  Thornton,  James  H.  Tittlebaum,  Hooter  Mo- 
lean. 
Halsey.  No.  68 — Charles  R.  Illges,  James  G.  Rogers. 
Howard,  No.  69— Joseph  G.  Neno,  James  B.  Rawls,  Joseph  A.  R^*<1ng 
<'entral,  No.  70 — L.  G.  Brantly,  Henry  Backus,  John  W.  Grim. 
Solomon,  No.  74— William  J.   Brooks,  Green  L.  Griffin,  James  E.  8ow- 

brou^h. 
Wilcox,  No.  80— Oliver  Rickey,  Leon  Thalheimer. 
friendship,  No.  83— John  A.  Potts,  Henry  W.  Avery,  Noah  B.  Ooker. 
Krophotic,  No.  89— William  J.  (^ulbert  James  A.  Holloway. 
Pfister,  No.  90— James  P.  McMillan,   C.  B.  Wooten,  Edward  C.  OcMti» 

James  G .  Kelly,  Samuel  K.  Chapman. 
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DaDYille,  Ko.  86— Samuel  R.  Tidwell,    William  Terentixie,  Jamaa  T* 

Young. 

Taokabatcbie,  No.  96— McD.  6  Chadwick,  Jalims  H.  Smith. 

Hart^ell,  No.  101— John  T.  Wilkins,  William  Q.  Norton. 

Shiloh,  No.  105— Paalus  £.  Daniel,  William  R.  Fornis,  William  B.  Hen- 

denon,  Joel  W.  Pope. 

Sylvan,  No.  Ill— Thomas  H.  Barton,  William  W.  Sanden. 

DeKalb,  No.  116— William  C.  Brown,  James  R.  Baxter. 

Notasnlga,  No.  119— John  T.  Wilson,  Andrew  J.  Cameron,  J.  H.  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  J.  Broach,  Harry  Henderson,  Alfred 
G.  Dake,  Rnfas  G.  Robertson,  William  F.  XJssery. 

Camp  Hill,  No.  120— M.  A.  Trimble,  R.  R  Spinks,  J.  H.  Jones,  W.  W. 

Jones,  W.  M.  Pulliam,  Q.  W.  Carlton,  H.  W.  Williamson 

Mortimer  Reeder,  No.  126— Samuel  Fowler,  Joseph  Y.  Moor. 

Boliyar,  No.  127— Jerry  H.  J.  Williams. 

Geneva,  No.  129— Godfrey  L.  Holly,  Charles  R.  Keith,  John  T.  Bell. 

Colombia,  No.  135— George  F.  Well  is,  James  B.  Alford,  John  F.  Single- 
terry,  Dancan  Mclntyra,  Patrick  L.  Pybas,  John  Brnner, 
John  J.  Mathews,  Charles  R.  Fields,  B.  M.  Thompson. 

Unitv,  No.  136— Irvin  H.  Sheffield. 

Shelby,  No.  140— Jubal  C.  Cooper,  Nathan  Thomas. 

Fraternity,  No.  145— J.  W.  Ellis,  Columbus  C.  Hughes. 

Rodgersville,  No.  147— Virgil  A.  S.  Green. 

Penlok,  No.  161— John  W.  Warrick,  George  M.  Pearson. 

Mount  Hope,  No.  163 — Mathew  A.  Gray. 

Clopton,  No.  171— John  Harper. 

Fellowship,  No.  172 — ^James  Jennings. 

Andrew  Jackson,  No.  174 — Chsrles  E  Comstook,  John  R.  Gunter,  Wel- 
come E.  Haygood,  John  A.  Jackson,  William  J.  Kerlln, 
William  C.  Thomas. 

Brundidge,  No.  184— John  H.  Childers,  Jonathan  Williams. 

Gataula,  No.  186— John  A.  Thompson. 

Clin  ton  ville,  No.  188— Jeffeiaon  Marsh,  David  A.  Weeks,  Daniel  B.  Bar- 

beme. 

Delta,  No.  189— Mason  H.  Busch. 

Chattahoochee,  No.  192— Terry  Collins,  Perkins  T.  Sparks. 

Caledonia,  No.  198 -John  L.  Phillips. 

Kiligee,  No.  199— George  H.  Powell. 

Sylacanga,  No.  200— George  W.  Herd,  Simon  P.  Brooks,  Lewis  T.  Par- 

nell. 

Elkmont,  No.  207— John.  J.  Atkinson,  Thomas  H.  Rambo. 

Alexandia,  No.  208— James  A.  O.  Brown,  George  M.  Caathen,  George  W. 

Phillips. 

Marshall,  No.  209— James  J.  McGahey,  William  M.  Thomas. 

Ebenezer,  No.  210 — Charles  J.  Jones. 

Carrollton,  No.  214— Elisha  D.  Duncan,  Samuel  MoG.  Windle,  Thomas 

G.  Williams, 
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Monnt  Carmel,  No.  223 — Edward  Bedaole. 

Santa  Fe,  No.  226— Aichibald  L.  McLeod. 

.James  Penn,  No.  227— William  G.  Steagall,  Benjamin  J.  L^ndaey,  Charlei 

W.  Rejrnolds,  George  M.  Wiggins,  Thomas  B.  Gamp,  Rob- 
ert J.  Reynolds,  Joel  R.  Horn,  John  B.  Potts. 

Duck  Springs,  No.  231— Jerre  Roden. 

UadsdAn,  No.  236— Joseph  Beavens,  John  H.  Disqne,  James  Dodge,  James 

A.  Glagner,  Hngh  R.  Hill,  John  W.  Hannah,  Daniel  O. 
McGaaley,  Radolphus  O.  Randall,  Walter  8.  Standifer, 
Jasper  H.  Hendriz,  Milton  8.  Parker. 

lUmer,  No.  243— William  A.  Malloy,  John  S.  Howell. 

Amand,  No.  250— Crawford  Ci.  Garvile,  Robert  S.  Owens,  Samnel  T.  Wil- 
liamson. 

North  Port,  No.  252— John  W.  Deason,  Thomas  F.  Rice.  Gharlea  &  Shir- 
ley, John  H.  KoBter,  Gharles  J.  Spencer,  Samuel  A. 
Mai  one. 

Rose  Hill,  No.  253— John  B.  Myres,  Duncan  Ansley,  W.  Samuel  Golvin, 

David  C.  Stewart. 

Gaylesville,  No    256-Henry  H.  High,  William  W.  Wilson,  Amoi  D. 

Ghancelor,  John  W.  Nelson,  John  S.  Gofer. 

Talladega,  No.  261— George  T.  Hobbs. 

Walnut  Grove,  No.  264— George  F.'Gaither,  Noah  J.  Nelson,  Thaddeua  A. 

Alexander,  Daniel  B.  Murphree,  Jeremiah  Gregory, 
Joseph  W.  Amberson. 

Frankfort,  No.  275— D.  W.  Kimbroiigh. 

liullock,  No.  276— Alexander  Marsh,  William  F.  Kilcrease. 

Northern,  No.  278— Byron  W.  Hinds,  George  M.   Haden,  Peter  Allen, 

John  G.  Morrison,  William  B.  Terry. 

Springville,  No.  280— William  O.  Armstrong,  Sloan  A.  Jones,  Duncan  A. 

Kelly. 

(ieorKiana,  No.  285— John  C.  Moore,  Henry  L.  Hobbs,  ThOmaa  M.  Prealey. 

Clinton,  No.  287— Charles  H.  I^ftin,  James  W.  Hughes,  W.  L.  Thomaa. 

(ailespie,  No.  2(10— William  A.  Hendon. 

Fort  Depobit,  No.  291— William  H.  Cheatham,  Andrew  F.  Goldamith. 

Norris,  No.  301— Riley  Crawford. 

(  entral  City,  No.  305— Albert  Kraus,  John  D.  Mosley,  William  F.  Ay- 
cock. 

Oliver,  No.  334— William  W.  Goodman. 

Johnson,  No  337— Thomas  M.  Thorn,  Nathan  C.  Kirkland. 

(ieorgiana  Davis,  No.  338— George  W.  Cross,  John  S.  Edwards,  Louis  A. 

Hawkins. 

(Hear  Creek,  No.  340— Reason  Colburn. 

Htirtsboro,  No.  346— Thomas  G    Burch,  James  P.  Crawford,  Zacharimh 

Parr,  Thomas  J.  Griswold,  George  D.  Paachal. 

lUenville,   No.  348— Herbert  F.    Aoher,  Finley  McFadyen,   BeDjminiii 

Hamilton. 
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Ozark,  No.  349— William  F.  Cox,  F.  B.  Yotuig,  Benjamin  8.  Brown, 

John  R.  McNair,  Cassias  M.  McNair«  F.  M.  Johnson,  John 

D.  Peters,  John  M.  Saosberry,  John  M.  Kendall,  R.  B. 

Rnshton,  William  B.  Sanders. 
Van  Buren,  No.  355— William  A.  Beavers,  John  D.  Bennett,  Leander 

Copeland,  L.  8.  Nicholson,  James  M.  Weaver,  John  H. 

Callahan. 
Ashland,  No.  356— John  8.  Scott,  A.  O.  Vickers,  John  N.  Moore«  A.  P. 

McDaniel,  George  N.  Sims,  J.  M.  Stephenson. 
Barbour,  No  358— D.  Summers,  William  H.  Johns,  T.  J.  Farris. 
Scottsboro,  No.  359— Charles  8.  Freeman,  James  P.  McLendon. 
Rutledge,  Mo.  357— Thomas  S.  Roberson,  T.  A.  Sikes,  D.  L.  Slaughter, 

D.  C.  Crenshaw. 
Pleasant  Site,  No.  364— Rufus  Q.  Redwine. 
Town  Creek,  No.  361— D.  M.  Brook,  H.  J.  Latham. 
Cotaco,  No.  366— Thomas  J.  Anderson. 
Heaton,  No.  354— N.  G.  Copland,  John  T.  Rigsby. 
Piedmont  Fraternal,  No.  368— John  C.  Boles,  J.  K.  Dailey,  Romulufe  W. 

McFry. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  353— W.  J.  Barnett,  G.  W.  Boyd. 
Athlestan,  No.  369— P.  R  Tunstall. 
Goliad,  No.  370— H.  F.  Yarborough,  Pat  Callahan.  James  Gallacher,  G. 

C.  Kelly. 
RusselWille,  No.  371— John  M.  Clenault,  W.  M.  Ellett 
Gainesville,  No.  375— James  H.  Fulton,  Hugh  Greenlees,  Jack  Greenlees, 

J.  V.  Hemnway,  W.  J.  Whitsell. 
Weogufka,  No.  378— Newton  J.  Sanford,  Elisha  Carroll. 
Birmingham  Fraternal,  No.  384 — W.  G.  Aleiumder,  F.  H.  Barnes,  M. 

Bostwick,  J.  P.  Carpenter,  B.  G.  Copeland,  W.  T.  Fox, 

6.  J.  Guscott,    C.  8.    Gonder,  I.    R.    Hochstadter,   H. 

Hughes,  J.  W.  Hewett,  T.  8.  Jordan,  J.  W.  Kilpatrick, 

B.  P.  Ketcham,  C.'Leman,  T.  B.  Lawler,  J.  B.  McClary, 

C.  £.  McGlemery,  J.  H.  McCune,  Mike  McGovem,  J.  £. 
Prickett,  I.  B.  Pickard,  J.  N.  Ross,  James  Shannon, 
W.  T.  Simmons,  R.  Stevens,  Joe  Swain,  W.  O.  Sims,  A. 
A.  Tyler,  Chas.  Wheelock,  W.  M.  Wright,  Jas.  E.  Wilson, 
T.  W.  Gathwright. 

Trinity,  No.  386— Eugene  Ferris. 

Newburgh,  No.  388— Wm.  H.  Vandiver. 

Falkville,  No.  396— John  W.  Patterson,  W.  8.  Bean. 

Haw  Ridge,  No.  399— Fumey  Clark. 

Childersburg,  No.  403 — Wm.  Finn,  A.   Lesser,  Ben  F.  McGee,  John 

Shealy. 
Grady,  No.  404— Ben  B.  Poelnitz. 
Doric,  No.  406 — Wm.  Robinson,  Jos.  G.  Connor,  D.  W.  Langley,  J.  A. 

Danbury. 
Pond  Town,  No.  409— James  M.  Davis,  J.  G.  Blount,  John  W.  DanUVv^  > 

N.  Blount,  H.  F.  Relerford,ThoiSL»a'^o\mV. 
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Helena,  No.  410— John  L.  Davis,  H.  H.  Sell,  Joaiah  Pledger. 

AmbenoD,  No .  411 — Horace  A.  Wright,  W.  O.  Davia. 

High  Shoala,  No.  413 — Thomas  Weathers,  Wm.  A.  Mosea,  John  Raaaerj, 

Enoch  A.  Barton. 
Oak  Level,  No.  415— Charles  E.  Laminack. 
CallmaD  Fraternal,  No.  421— F.  B.  Barnan,  James  M.  Grysil,  William  C. 

Haynes,  M.  M.  Hestala,  George  W.  MoCianahan,  R.  A. 

Adams,  James  T.  Durham,  S.  H.  Herron,  F.  L.  McM ar- 

toy,  William  Pruett,  Qeorsre  W.  Chandler,  A.  J.  Capel, 

John  A.  Norman,  David  C.  Minor. 
Clanton,  No.  423— R.  C.  Duke,  L.  B.  Mills,  John  R.  Kemp,  R.  H.  Wilaon. 
Belgreen,  No.  428— David  A.  Hendon. 
Milo  Abercrombie,  No.  42d— W.  E.   Hall,  Thomas  8.  Cliett,   Benj.  A. 

Smith,  J.  B.  Mangum. 
Andalusia,  No.  434— George  W.  Barnes,  James  D.  Lindaey. 
Ware,  No.  435— Allen  K.  Davis,  N.  R.  Eaaon,  D.  K.  Funderbork,  O.  G. 

Garrett,  R.  T.  Hunt,  E.  F.  Ingram,  John  M.  Maaon,  D. 

W.  Mask,  I.  P.  Stowe,  F.  M.  Tanton,  R.  W.  Templeton, 

Benj.  Walker,  Louis  D.  Welch.  H.  C.  Willis,  P.  E.  Welch. 
Anniston,  No.  443— Charles  A.  Wallace,  8.  B.  Brewer,  George  A.  Noble, 

James  F.  Walker,  W.  L.  Orim.  R.  B.  Kelly. 
Allsboro,  No.  444— B.  F.  Puckett,  J.  M.  Harris.  W.  A.  Mann,  W.  A.Tknk- 

ersly,  C.  W.  Williams,   W.  M.  FuswU,  Wm.  E.  Patend. 
lieeds,  No.  440 -J.  C.  McDaniel,  W.  F.  Pledger,  John  H.  Morton,  S.  Cal- 
lahan, William  F.  Deshazo. 
Coalburg,  No.  448— T.  B.  Darden,  S.  F.  Marion,  James  C.  White,  &  0. 

Wilkie,  William  C.  Wingo. 
Florida,  No.  4.')0— R.  L.  Williamson,  L.  Stephenson,  Wm.  R.  Crumley,  J. 

B.  Seweli,  William  Beckers. 
Seale,  No.  451— William  8.  Pitts. 
Dolomite,  No.  452— E.  Camalis,  L.  Meigs,  John  Rowland,  F.  Tibbattib 

William  Harrison. 
Gibson,  No.  453— J.  W.  Bickerton,  L.  A.  Baker,  R.  A.  Baker,  M.  IC.  Bl^ 

ron,  P.  M.  Christian,  W.  B.  Earnest,  G.  B.  Watley. 
Beulah,  No.  455— S.  T.  Glsss,  J.  E.  Henderson. 
Harris,  No.  457— W.  Lewis  Windham. 
Bessemer,  No.  458— T.  G.  HutTman,  W.  C.  Fellows,  Wm.  Obermark,  E.W. 

Jones,  W.  E    Ross,  8.  Sellers,  O.  J.  Waldrop,  H.  Bom 

Kelly,  C.  L  Knowdler,  G   E.  Boyd,  W.  M.  Owen. 
Hardy  Howie.  No  450— W  D.  Gunn,  8.  R.  Huling,  G.  R.  Parmer,  W.  T. 

Smith.  L.  Waits,  W.  H.  Wright. 
King  Solomon,  No.  400— F.  J.  Barrow.  J.  R.  Carter,  G.  F.  Harrington,  W. 

8.  Huff(nan.  A.  J.  Massey,  P.  T.  Muller,  W.  P.  Walton. 
Ben  Sims.  No.  461— T.  N.  Goodwin. 
Corinthian,  No  462- H.  C.  McAdsms. 
Odkman,  No.  465— R.  R  Griffin,  B.  F.  Long. 
Dothan.  No.  466—8.  Williford,  D.  J.  Adkins,  John  W.  Powell,  Ji 

Bro^n. 
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Enterprise,  No.  469— G.  W.  Newell,  G.  W.  Dailey,  W.  F.  Flkes. 

Hoke*8  Bluff,  No  470— T.  J.  Wafford,  Sr.,  John  E.  Boley. 

Mount  Willing.  No.  471— J.  C.  Holiday. 

Baileyton,  No.  472— W.  L.  Jones,  B.  P.  Harris. 

Stanton,  No.  473-JohQ  Lodge,  J.  W.  Harris,  I.  G.  White.  W.  T.  McCarty. 

Blocton,  No.  474— G.  Gordon.  E.  J.  Ivey,  L.  Lillich.  W.  8.  Meroney,  Jas. 

Parry,  H.  C.  Tidwell,  Ira  Watson. 

Avondale,  No.  476— J.  M.  Anderson,  J.  G.  Askew,  8.  M.  Coggins,  8.  A. 

Eddins,  J.  C.  Hale,  J.  W.  Herman,  J.  8.  Haines,  George 
W.  Hobby,  J.  L.  Jenkins,  W.  H.  McAmis,  G.  W.  Mc- 
Giaughan,  W.  P.  Phillips,  E.  F.  Smith,  George  Sinclair. 

Rock  Spring,  No.  479— George  S.  Newman. 

East  Lake,  No.  480— W.  G.  Browning,  G.  C.  Jones,  A.  W.  McGaha,  B.  M. 

McDaniel,  John  C.  0*Hara,  J.  M.  Boden. 

Locust  Fork,  No.  481— T.  B.  Deaver,  W.  J.  Bobertson,  Champion  Corne- 
lius. 

Davis  Fraternal,  No.  483— J.  M  HoUis,  J.  W.  Andrews. 

Round  Mountain,  No.  487— Melton  Fowler,  E  B.  James. 

Luverne,  No.  488— B.  R.  Bricken,  F.  M.  Brunson,  S.  E.  Bradley,  W.  P. 

Curtis,  F.  M.  Cody.  B.  P.  Fin  ley,  H.  S.  Hawkins,  James 
M.  Horn,  W.  E.  G.  Horn,  T.  G.  Jefoourt,  E.  G.  Jefoourt, 
J.  B  Moore,  N.  M.  Martin,  A.  C.  Smith,  T.  B.  Wright, 
G.  W.  Williamson. 

New  Decatur,  No.  491— David  Thopolis,  W.  P.  Guthrie,  J.  F.  Halaey. 

Wylam,  No.  492— Samuel  Thomas. 

Carbon  Hill,  No.  494— L.  G.  Leggett,  John  Robertson,  J.  W.  West. 

Bremen,  No.  496— A.  L.  Gamble. 

Sunny  South,  No.  497— Thomas  A.  Steed. 

Midland  City,  No.  504— Sidney  Johnson. 

Irondale,  No.  506— Charles  W.  Nickles,  John  M.  Moody. 

George  Morrow,  No.  507-  A.  K.  Morrow,  W.  W.  Prayton,  L.  J.  O'Brien, 

James  Boadman,  Walter  Blair. 

Johns,  No.  511— Thomas  R.  Lloyd,  John  Sterling,  Thomas  Campbell,  A. 

Sterling,  J.  F.  Hughey. 

Cunningham,  No.  512 — David  Kelso. 

Magnolia,  No.  516— David  Lewis. 

Almond,  No.  523— James  Ciegg,  George  W.  Holdridge. 

Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  525— P.  M.  Agan,  Charles  C.  Greer,  R.  B.  Hel- 
ton, D.  A.  Jones,  W.  S.  Latham,  F.  M.  Wood. 

Middleton,  No.  527— George  I.  Gregor. 

Charlton,  No.  52)— W.  H.  Haynes,  G.  B.  Langford. 

Myles  J.  Green,  No.  630- W.  J.  Peteet, 
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Helion,  No.  I— T.  J.  Robinson,  Jacob  Heidler. 

Rising  Virtue,  No.  4— George  M.  Carson,  George  D.  Nelson. 

Moulton,  No.  6 — John  P.  Henderson. 

Macon,  No.  7— John  B.  Tate,  George  W.  McVoy. 

Farrar,  No.  8— H.  L.  Peed,  Joseph  D.  Smith,  George  W.  Mathews. 

Royal  White  Hart,  No.  10— F.  Norman,  R.  J.  McDowell. 

Montgomery,  No.  11 — Herman  Strassberger. 

Florence,  No.  14— Robert  Waters. 

St.  Albans,  No.  22 — James  H.  George. 

Dale,  No.  25— Frank  B.  McCaskey. 

I^aFayette,  No.  26 — Alexander  Hafner. 

Selma  Fraternal,  No.  27 — John  E.  Broadslreet,  Geoi^e  A.  Ganningham, 

Houston  I.  Sbellpy,  Magnus  Worrell. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29— Monroe  T.  Swift,  Isaac  Goldberg,  Edwin  F.  Hom- 

mell,  Lawrence  S.  Sewell. 
Washington,  No.  36— Charles  Farson. 

Wetumpka,  No  39— G.  W.  Gunn,  Oce  J.  Brooks,  Henry  D.  Long. 
Mobile,  No.  40— William  H.  Kelly,  Thomas  S.  Bidgood,  Jr. 
Livingston,  No.  41— Charles  J.  Henagan. 
Hiram,  No.  42— James  F.  Haley,  M.  H.  Lane,  Jr. 
Harmony,  No.  46— Wells  J.  Bray,    Marion   A.  Brunson,   Williain    H. 

Pruitt. 
I>emopolis,  No.  49— Thomas  £.  Mckinley. 
Tnion,  No.  50— Morritz  L.  Ernst,  Jacob  Good  friend,  Alvis  L.  Bmst^  Bern- 

jamin  C.  Adams,  Joseph  F.  John. 
Ml.  Moriah,  No.  55— Zack  PuUiam. 
Troy,  No.  56 — Gustavus  Hendrick,  Benjamin  C.  Stanley. 
Sts.  John,  No  62— Samuel  M.  Hogsn. 
Social,  No.  63— William  H.  Cox,  Lewis  Christian,  Morgan  Johnson,  Jon* 

atban  H.  Pruden,  Reuben  Thornton. 
C.  P.  Whitt,  No.  65— Chester  R   Gwin. 
Howard,  No.  69— Harry  M.  Minto,  Thomas  F.    O'Rouke,    Samael    B. 

Wilson. 
Central,  No.  70— Albert  Ware,  T.  M.  Wilson. 
Tohopeka,  No.  71— F.  Jones  Wright. 
Solomon,  No.  74 — J.  C.  Webb. 
Auburn,  No.  76 — B.  Dixon  Armstrong. 
Friendship,  No.  83 — David  J.  Kent. 
Henry,  No.  91— Daniel  Gillis. 
Danville,  No.  95— John  M.  Kitchens,   William    McCuUongh,   WiUUm 

Rhodes,  Henry  Roger,  Starkey  Reynolds,  Nelaon  Roper, 

Lorenzo   D.   Stover,    Richard   B.    Sherrell,    Luther  A. 

Ware. 
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Pulton,  No.  99— John  W.  Menefee. 

Hartwell,  No.  101— James  H.  D.  Olantoc,  Ghevis  D.  Woodruff,  Alexan- 
der A.  Johnson,  Milford  B.  Robinson,  Wolf  Moses,  John 
McLeod,  James  H.  Wilder. 

Hermon,  No.  106— Isaac  R.  Wilson . 

Choctaw,  No.  107 — James  A.  Granberry. 

DeKilb,  No.  116— John  W.  Bradley. 

Notasulga,  No.  119— Clarence  L.  C.  Atkeson. 

Camp  Hill,  No.  120— Wesley  Wyatt. 

Bolivar,  No.  127— John  M.  Barrier,  James  J.  Horton,  William  Brace. 

Geneva,  No.  129— William  J.  Keith,  Hardy  Cain,  Seaborn  G.  Cratchfield, 

Whitmill  Curry. 

Roanoke,  No.  132— D.  Louis  Parish. 

Loacbapoka,  No.  133 — Joseph  W.  Dawson. 

Columbia,  No.   135 — John  A.  Gamble,  Thomas   B.  Gamble,  James  F. 

Joiner,  H.  J.  Parker. 

Unity,  No.  136— A.  J.  Marshall,  J.  0.  Noble. 

Baldwin,  No.  142 — Charles  L.  Moore. 

Burleson,  No.  143— John  T.  Chenault,  Marimon  J.  Thorn. 

Fraternity,  No.  145— John  L.  Ray,  William  M.  Cole. 

Rodicersville,  No.  147— George  W.  Keibo. 

Chambers,  No.  149 — Madison  D.  Chewing. 

Bladon  Springs,  No.  151— Edward  Tabb,  Andrew  J.  Wood. 

Elba,  No.  170— Lewis  Deal,  James  M.  Hickman,  Thomas  Patrick,  William 

Russell,  John  H.  Smith. 

Fellowship,  No.  172 — Andrew  H.  Elmore,  Absalom  Elmore,  Eugene  H. 

Price. 

Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173— Joseph  Peacher. 

Orion,  No.  177— Leroy  Boyd. 

Landmark,  No.  187— Amand  P  Smith. 

Clintonville  No.  188— George  W.  Dismuke. 

Delta,  No.  189— William  R.  Martin. 

Hopewell,  No.  193— Thomas  R.  Curtis. 

Kiligee,  No.  199— Jackson  J.  Garnett. 

Elkmont,  No.  207— Roberts  N.  FJoyd. 

Alexandria,  No.  208— William  H.  Cooper,  Ebenezer  C.  Holmes,  William 

J.  Whitfield. 

Marshall,  No.  209— Joseph  J.  Williams,  Thurston  G.  Lusk. 

Putnam,  Nq.  212— Jacob  R.  Wilron. 

Carrollton,  No.  214— Henry  L.  Robertson. 

Mt  Carmel,  No.  228— John  A.  Armstrong. 

Louisville,  No.  225— Benjamin  F.  Bennett,  Jordan  Jackson,  James  W. 

Chambers,  Samuel  H.  Hanna. 

Santa   Fe,  No.   226— Malcom  H.  Roberson,  Alexander  J.  York,  0.  S. 

Perry. 

Dallas,  No.  228— Thomas  N.  Berryhill,  Ellison  Miller,  Samuel  D.  Gra- 
ham, J.  P.  McCommick,  W.  R.  Bilia,  J.  F.  Rudesilie. 
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Bezar,  No.  280— Thomas  Carpenter. 

i^oosa,  No.  242— Andrew    A.    McCk)rd,    Janiea  O.    Martin,    Oaorge  W. 

Barnett 

Harrison,  No.  246 — Marion  F.  Anderson. 

Seddon,  No  247— William  D.  Handcock,  Samael  W.  LaRosae. 

Amandf  No.  250— Hardy  Jones,  K.  Wells. 

(iaylesville,  No.  256— James  A.   Gregory,  Samael  R.  Lester,  James  P. 

Knight. 

Talladega,  No.  261— Jacob  Cohen,  Morris  Rosen,  Newton  K.  Huaton. 

Walnat  Grove,  No.  264 — Samuel  R.  McClung,  Colambas  Bynum,  James 

Morton,  William  D.  Moody,  William  J.  Harris,  Elijah 
B3'num,  John  Randal. 

Mt.  Pleasant,  No.  266— Ransom  (iay. 

P.^rest  Home,  No.  270 — Samuel  J.  Ansley. 

Pea  River,  No.  271~Willie  J.  Horn. 

Frankfort,    No.   275— Henry    C.   Hovarter,    Washington    M.    Grissom, 

Charnel  H.  Jackson,  John  W.  Jackson,  Rolin  N.  Gris- 
som, William  C.  Hovarter,  Francis  M.  Jackson,  Charles 
Gassaway,  Tibits  M.  Johnson,  James  L.  Cablness,  James 
L.  Jackson,  Andrew  B.  Hill,  Anderson  M.  Malone. 

Ijarkinsville,  No.  277— Lewis  E.  Manning,  B.  C.  Goodwin. 

Spriogville,  No.  280— John  S.  Potts,  Richard  J.  Reynolds,  Samael  J.  Gmy. 

Charles  Baskerville,  No.  281— James  W.  Ballard,  Jesse  J.  Brown. 

Georgiana,  No.  285— H.  J.  Fagin,  Isaac  S.  Sanders,  Bailey  D.  Carpentar, 

Calvin  R.  Powell,  John  M.  Sims. 

Ft.  Deposit,  No.  291— William  L.  VanPelt,  Charles  P.  Johnson. 

Norris,  No.  301— Benj.  F.  Travis. 

Win  field.  No.  304— Charles  Nichols. 

Central  City.  No.  305— Charles  F.  Gerald. 

(.'luttsville.  No.  319— Nicholars  D.  Crutcher. 

Pleasant  Hill*  No.  321— Andy  W.  Yancey,  James  W.   Green,  Pttrry  W. 

Steadham,  George  W.  Kennedy,  Wilson  B.  Donaldsoii, 
Abner  W.  Green. 

Holly  Grove,  No.  323— George  W.  Alley. 

Madison  Station,  No.  329— David  Bowers,  George  W.  Martin,  John  F. 

Lanier. 

Oliver,  No.  334 -William  V.  Vice,  David  H.  White.; 

(ieorgiana  Davis,  No.  338— John  E.  T.  Lathem,  John  M.  Edwarda,  James 

D.  Falks.  Thomas  W.  Franklin. 

Ragan,  No.  341— John  F.  M.  Davis. 

Hnniilton,  No.  344— M.  M.  Frazier,  W.  K.  Westbrooks,  John  F.  Cool^, 

Aaron  Kelly. 

Kcho,  No.  345— James  T.  Thurman,  William  B.  Riley. 

Ruck  Mills,  No.  353— John  I.  Bennett. 

Ashland,  No.  356 — Cicero  L.  Dobbs,  James  H.  Riddle. 

Kutledge,  No.  357— John  T.    Sentell,    Arthur   L.  Roshton,  Jamsa  D. 

Stephens. 
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Scottaboro,  No.  8G9— Gurley  Norton,  David  Tate,  D.  W.  IVard,  William 

R.  Ivey. 
Town  Creek,  No.  361— Albert  J.  Powers. 
Cotaco,  No.  366— James  A.  HcClure,  Peter  A.  Bernard,  James  M.  Thoma- 

son. 
Piedmont  Fraternal,  No.  368 — Samuel  H.  McElreath,  James  H.  Savage. 
Athelstan,  No.  369— Andrew  J.  Peafur. 
GolJad,  No.  370— William  Dutton. 
Rassellville,  No.  371— James  0.  A.  Pace. 
BelPs  lAndiug,  No.  373— Thomas  McCants. 
Gainesville,  No  375— James  D.  McLean. 
Lake  City,  No.  377 — Hosey  H.  Lenard,  Cary  Jordan. 
Weogufka,  No.  378— Alfred  D.  Massey,  Frank  M.  Watson. 
Robert  £.  Lee,  No.  379— Hugh  M.  Qillis,  Louis  Steiner. 
Attalla,  No.  383 — Anderson  B.  Small,  John  Dismnke,  James  B.   May, 

Benj  L.  Stewart,  David  Leith. 
Birmingham  Fraternal,  No.  384 — Bennet  S.  Brown,  Jeff.  D.  Bryan,  John 

D.  McKie,  Robert  A.  Moseley,  H.  Clanton  Miller,  C.  M. 

Parish,  J.  W.  Rogers,  W.  S.  Smith,  John  W.  Snow,  Geo. 

F.  Wheelosk. 
Trinity,  No.  386— Melvin  R.  Smith,  Andrew  J.  Griffin,  Orison  C.  Harris. 
Weathers,  No.  390— Francis  M.  Harden. 

North  Border,  No.  391— Philander  P.  Riley,  David  W.  Higgins. 
Valley  Head,  No.  394— A.  J.  Igon. 
Falkville,  No.  396— G.  W.  May  hall. 
Hanceville,  No.  400— C.  F.  Hearn,  John  Yeilding. 
Uhlldersburg,  No.403— William  P.  Oden,  WilHam  D.  Wallis. 
Pond  Town,  No.  409— Elias  Worlie,  Jesse  J.  White,  Mack  C.  Davis,  James 

D.  Whitaker. 
Helena,  No.  410— Ruffin  Nathan. 
Jemison,  No.  411 — James  D.  Hand. 
Amberson,  No.  412—  Singleton  B.  Ramsey,  Jacob  H.  Weems,  Allen 

Weems,  Frank  Gardener,  James  M.  Webb,  Joseph  M. 

Camp. 
High  Shoals,  No  413— John  R.  Sanders. 
Oak  Level,  No.  416— H.  M.  Busby,  W.  A.  Cheatwood,  H.  G.   Earnest,  T. 

A.  Howell. 
George  Smith,  No.  417— James  J.  Waldrop,  John  C.  Vines. 
Hilton,  No.  419— John  H    Smith. 
Broomtown,  No.  420 — George  W.  Varner. 
Cullman  Fraternal,  No.  421— Mace  B.  Brindley,  George  W.  Lee,  Benj.  F. 

Alexander,  f  homas  S.  Martin. 
Shorlerville,  No.  422— Thomas  J.  Tanner,  Jr.,  John  A.  Lott 
Clanton,  No.  423 — Thomas  B.  Hanney,  Hugh  J.  CuUen. 
Milo  Abercrombie,  No.  429— Charles  L.  Boyd. 
Albertville,  No.  430— R.  A.  Harris,  A.  F.  Pate,  A.W.  Yancey,  Elijah  R 

A.  Smith,  Robert  J.  Culpepper,  William  F.  Q%.i. 
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Andalasia,  No.  434 — Sanford  F.  Moore,  Pope  L.  Mosley. 

Winston  Star,  No.  436— Doctor  8.  Bennefield,  Joseph  8.  Gasaett 

Ft.  Payne,  No.  437— John  W.   Doe,  Thomas  Holt,  John  R.   Fergnaon, 

John  J.  Pearson. 
Headland,  No.  438— Yancy  Kirkland,  William  T.  Banton.   William  T. 

Jackson,  Joe  Baker,  Jr.,   Joshoa  Bowing,  Newton   H. 

George,  Henry  M.  White. 
Vernon,  No.  439— Jeremiah  T.  Ck>ffman. 
Forney,  No.  440— John  H.  Whorton. 
Anniaton,  No.  443— G.  W.  Nearne.  John  W.   Phillips,  William  B.   Ar- 

herry,  John  F.  Methron,  J.O.  Roberts,  Benj.  F.  Weathers. 
Leeds,  No.  446 — Robert  Belshaw. 
('Oalbarg,  No.  448 — Robert  L.  Chamblee,  Campbell  H.  Miller,  Samuel. 

Taylor. 
Florida,  No.  450— James  8.  Jernigan,  J.  G.  Moore. 
Seale,  No.  451— Thomas  H.  Beauchamp,  T.iee  H.  Bush,  Zach  T.  GTvnshaw. 
Lee,  No.  454— Robert  T.  Prior. 
Beulah,  No.  455 — Robert  J.  Tankersley. 
Bessemer,  No.  458 — George  8.  Root,  G.  Berney,  A.  J.  LeMont,  P.  B.  Sims, 

Henry  Fenn,  I  A.  Miller,  A.  F.  Parsons. 
King  Solomon,  No.  460— George  S.   Bailey,   Waldo   0.   Bickle,  Dan  W. 

Peace,  John  8.  O'Guyon,  George  W.  Yardley. 
Ben  Sims,  No.  461— Elijah  Branbam. 
Addison,  No.  463— Henry  J.  Steel,  William  P.  Peon. 
Haleysville.  No.  464— Wylie  W.  Davis,  James  W.  Brock. 
Onkman,  No.  465— Harvey  B.  Strong,  Walter  B.  Cotrell,  Robert  Wilson. 
Dot  ban.  No.  466— Randal    Blackshear,   Daniel  J.  Vickery,  W.  Green 

Thornton. 
Kennedy,  No  467— Samuel  E.  Wies. 
ML  Willing,  No  471— Hugh  M.  Ciffey,  Thomas  J.  Stallings,  WiUiam  M. 

Garrett,  Jr.    D.    K.   Middleton,  Sdf?ard  H.  Pritohett^ 

Caswell,  W.  Garrett,  W.  Eaton  Haynes,  James  G.  Htlll- 

day,  J.  Stfburn  Coker. 
Ilaileyton,  No.  472— William  A.  Albritton. 
Stanton,  No.  473— David   Lodge,   William  Lodge,  William  W.  Little, 

James  R.  Lamberson . 
Blocton,  No.  474 — ^Je^se  B.  Wads  worth. 
Deatsville,  No.  475— Reuben  E.  Johnson. 
Avondale,  No  476— Columbus  Phillips. 
Ken f roe.  No.  477— Robert  L.  Peters,  DeWitt  Rogers. 
(iiiifj.  No.  478— Robert  W.  Clark. 
Rock  Spring,  No.  479— James  M.  Blanks. 
KiiMt  Lake,  No.  480— Thomas  L  Moore,  Albert  G.  Moseley. 
Loouat  Fork,  No.  481— Miles  B.  Herren. 
Davis  Fraternal,  No.  483— A.  P.  Freeman,  F.  M.  Thomson. 
L<*banon,  No.  484— William  E.  Lott. 
Monroe,  No.  485— Albert  8.  J.  Haygood. 
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Lnvanie,  No.  48^— William  Branson,  John  W.  Beall,  John  D.  CartlB, 

William  J.  Smith. 
New  Decatar,  No.  49l~George  H.  Johnson,  Johnson  Johnson,  Harry  F. 

Lowther. 
Wylam,  No  492  -Harry  Ellis,  William  Ellis. 
Bremen,  No.  496 — Enos  Day. 

Sanny  South,  No.  497— John  L.  White,  John  F.  Wataon. 
Delmar,  No.  501— John  H.  Moody. 
Sheffield,  No.  503— Jeremiah  H  Kagler,  John  N.  Voylea. 
Midland  City,  No.  504— Thomas  P.  Sbepperd.  James  E.  Peters.  John  J. 

Herri nfc,  Ebeoezer  F    Byrd,  D.  J.  Kiliinfcsworth,  John 

E.  G.  Riley. 
Georff^e  Morrow,  No  507— Rafas  L.  McCay. 
Mt  Signal,  No.  508 — Henry  B.  Burns,  Sanger  H.  Back. 
Brook  wood,  No.  509— William  J.  Ward,  Julius  E   Baringer,  Joseph  M. 

Jerrell. 
Wilsonville,  No.  510-William  A.  Weldon,  Joseph  W.  Barr. 
Johns,  No.  511 — J  Henry  Fish  back  Robert  M  Tucker. 
Cunoingbam,  No.  512 — James  Ktlso,  James  Johnson. 
Ck>ttonwood,  No.  514 — D.  T.  Howard,  Irvin  Ham. 
Magnolia,  No.  516 -William  R.  Wills,  George  D.  Hunt,  A.  A.  Barton. 
East  Bend,  No.  517— William   B.   Andrews,  G.    Thornton,    James   A. 

Waddeli. 
Davis,  No.  518— Thomas  J.  Nish. 
Hewitt,  No.  519— George  L.  Hewitt,  William  E.  Albritton,   Dempsey  L. 

Duncan,  James  A.  Duncan,  Horace  8.  Hall. 
W.  F.  Aldrich,  No.  520— J.  R.  Weaver. 
Gnrley,  No.  521— A.  B.  Jones,  Jesse  C.  Persinger,  S.  D.  Price,  James  L. 

Thompson. 
Windham,  No.  524 — ^Joseph  W.  Hosmer. 
Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  525— Jerre  Dennis,  Elisha  G.  I^awley,  Gustav 

A  Scheeley. 
Middleton,  No.  527— Thomas  P.  I^ngford. 
Myles  J.  Green,  No.  530— Adalbert  £.  Smith,  J.  Walton  Peteet. 
Muscadine,  No.  531— Archibald  H.  Crawford,  Charles  0.  Hartslield,  Wil- 
liam M.  Hartsfield,  James  R.  Bentley,  George  W.  Wager. 
Bozeman,  No.  534— F.  M.  Rollins. 
Spring  Hill,  No.  536— Joseph  M.  Wilson. 
Remlap,  No.  538 — Darius  Smith. 
Searight,  No.  540— Homer  H.  Hamner,  Travis  W.  Straughn. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


Gilead.  No.  O^Jessee  B.  Wallane. 

Troy.  No.  5fi— William  H.  Murphree. 

Mortimer  R*eder,  No.  126— Vinson  R.  Dallas. 

Columbia,  Mo.  135— Freeman  Elliott. 

Burleson,  No.  143  -Charles  8.  Thorn. 

Fraternity,  No.  145— Madison  D.  Minoe. 

Hillabee,  No.  197— Zadock  B.  Gamble. 

Coosa,  No.  242— Charles  H.  Parsons. 

Dawson,  No.  244— James  J.  McLane. 

Quitman,  No.  254 — James  Blackman. 

Arlinf^ton,  No.  272— Floyd  E.  Cram. 

Frankfort,  No.  275— William  A.  Agee. 

Winfield,  No.  304— George  8.  Harris. 

Echo,  No.  345— James  W.  Kelley. 

Valley  Head.  No.  394— William  A.  Lowry. 

Doric,  No  406— W.  E.  Peebles,  G.  D.  Patterson. 

JemisoD,  No.  411— Henry  T.  Estes. 

Kroomtown,  No.  420— Madison  R.  Canningham. 

Headland,  No.  438— John  T.  Love,  Marion  Harrison,  William  H.  Wil- 
liams. 

Kast  Lake,  No.  480— R  B.  Ustic. 

Sheffield,  No.  603— Jos.  C.  Boylston. 

Midland  City,  No.  504— James  M.    Gil  ley,  James   E.    Peters,   Joseph 

Goocher. 

Windham,  No.  524— John  W.;Dann. 
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EXPELLED. 


Moalton,  No.  &— John  H.  Brewer. 

Washington,  No.  36— Hinton  E.  Carr. 

Benton,  No.  69— Milton  R.  Dadley. 

Central,  No.  70— Isaac  D.  Hicks. 

Harrison,  No.  246— James  A .  Smith . 

8eddoD,  No.  247— Joseph  B.  Beard. 

Frankfort,  No  275 — Wm.  A.  Agee,  by  Grand  Lodge,  December  4,  1885. 

pothan,  No.  466— J.  Colson  Guilford,  J.  Ivey  Reeves. 

Bremen,  No.  496 — Jonathan  B.  Calvert. 

Logan,  No.  600 — William  R.  Anderson . 

Magnolia,  No.  516 — Wyatt  Hodges. 

REINSTATED. 


Helion,  No.  1— T.  J.  Robinson,  John  F.  McDavit. 

Farrar,  No .  8 — James  F.  Echols . 

Royal  White  Hart,  No.  10-8.  Mabry. 

Montgomery,  No.  11 — Stephen  M.  Shrewsbury. 

Athens,  No.  16— John  J.  Turrentiae. 

Dale,  No.  25— John  S.  Hunter. 

Rising  Sun,  No.  29— William  W   Littlejohn,  Colnmbus  C.  Harris. 

Washington,  No.  36— Hinton  E.  Carr. 

Courtland,  No.  37 — ^James  M.  Roberts. 

Wetumpka,  No.  39— G.  W.  Gunn. 

Mobile,  No.  40— William  H.  Kelly. 

Harmony,  No.  46— Wells  J.  Bray. 

Amity,  No.  54— J.  McK.  Gould,  James  C.  Coleman,  Thomas  W.  Coleman. 

Troy,  No.  56— Eti  M.  Henderson,  Benjamin  C.  Stanley. 

Sts.  John,  No.  62— William  W.  Honie,  William  H.  Thomas. 

Eareka,  No.  64— James  R.  Porterfield. 

Hampden  Sidney,  No.  67— John  M.  Sadler,  A.  Davis  McGlamry. 

Central,  No,  70— Wiley  J.  Rhodes,  John  T.  Wilson. 

Tobopeka,  No.  71 — Charles  Henderson. 

Crozier,  No  78— Baty  Reid. 

St  Stephens,  No.  81— Oliver  E.  Prince,  Obadiah  B.  Stanford,  John  W. 

Carpenter,  James  A.  Pelham,  Barton  Atchison,  John  A. 

Richardson . 
Pfister,  No.  90— R.  Haywood  Lockhart,  William  C.  Lockhart,  Thomas  J. 

Boozer,  William  B.  Jackson. 
Sawyer,  No.  93 — David  A.  Ferryman,  Robert  A.  Boyd. 
Danville,  No.  95— John  C.  Hensley,  William  F.  Barnes. 
Fulton,  No.  98— Isaac  M.  Rogers. 

Hartwell,  No.  101— Chevis  D.  W;oodruff;  James  McKibbin,  Wolf  Moses. 
Good  Samaritan,  No.  104— L.  L.  TeBow,  E.  L.  Philipps. 
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Shilohf  No.  105— Thomas  A.  Robinson,  Simnel  Strickland. 

Hermon,  No.  106— Isaac  R.  Wilson. 

Choctaw,  No.  107— J.  Murphy  Boutwell. 

DeKalb,  No.  116— James  M.  Dobbs,  Andrew  J.  Horton. 

Havana,  No.  123— Levi  J .  Terry. 

Bolivar,  No.  127— Samuel  C.  Norwood,  Nathaniel  A.  Johnson,  W.  Avery 

Caffey,  William  Brace. 
Geneva,  No.  129— Daniel  Powell,  P.  B.  Berry. 
Yorkville,  No.  131— Eps  B.  Poster. 
Roanoke,  No.  132 — C.  Monroe  Prescott. 

Loachapoka,  No.  133— Joseph  W.  Dawson.  i 

Baldwin,  No.  142— John  D.  Weekley. 

Burleson,  No.  143— Marimon  J.  Thorn,  James  M.  Thorn,  Robert  Ballen. 
Fraternity,  No.  145— John  W.  Hewie. 
Rodgersville,  No.  147— George  W.  Kerbo,  Dite  McCafferty. 
Bladon  Springs.  No.  151— William  H.  Boswell,  Alexander  H.  Cheetnat, 

Edward  Tabb. 
Penick,  No.  161— William  T.  Norton. 
Fayettevjlle  Authentic,  No.  163— David  R.  Scarbrough,  Benjamin  R. 

Scarbrough,  John  H.  Scarbrough. 
Elba,  No.  170— Lewis  Deal,  Abj4h  Windham. 
Fellowship,  Mo.  172-Frank  M.  Vailes,  Milton  L.  ShiveL 
Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173 — John  Gindrat  Winter,  Charles  Armstrong. 
Mt.  Eagle,  No.  185— C.  A.  Allen,  Joseph  T.  Mountain. 
Clintonville,  No.  188— Julian  P.  Hutchison. 
Hopewell,  No.  1U3— Allison  V.  Baroett. 
Hillabee,  No.  197— George  M.  Gamble. 
Killigee,  No.  199— Jackson  J.  GarneU. 

Sylacauga,  No.  200— J.  Henderson  Caudle,  R.  M.  Phillips,  John  Oden. 
Putnam,  No.  212— George  W.  Forrciiter,  Harmon  R.  Gay,  WillUm  J. 

Geon^,  Hiram  Gibson,  Allen  G.  Osborne. 
Western  Star,  No.  222— Isaac  R-  McElroy. 
Vewton,  No.  224— James  W.  Draughon,  Gordon  L.  Hallford,  Jamei  D. 

Mancill. 
Louisville,  No.  225— Jordan  Jackson,  Thomas  C.  Green. 
Dallas,  228— William  R.  Ellis. 
Bexar,  No.  230— James  Lyle. 
Gadsden,  No.  236— Robert  E.  Randall. 
Kamer,  No.  243— William  A.  Malloy. 
Dawson,  No.  24 (—Hilary  R.  Shine,  John  A.  T.<asden,  Samuel  C.  Mitchel, 

Joseph  R.  Stalling,  Thomas  H.  Brook, William  R.  Smith. 
.lolin  Payne,  No.  245 — Daniel  Propst. 
Harrison,  246— Josiah  Snider. 
Seddon,  No.  347— Henry  G.  Crump. 
Lawrence.  No.  248— Willis  Smith. 
Amand,  No.  250 — James  T.  Kricker. 
Camp  Creek,  No.  251— Robert  8.  Lee. 
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Northport,  No.  252— Abner  W  Shirley. 

Gaylesville,  No.  256— James  A.  Taylor. 

Talladega,  No.  261— Jacob  Cohen,  Morris  Rosen,  Frank  H.  Cram,  Wil- 
liam W.  Haralson. 

Walnut  Orove,  No.  264— Benjamin   W.   Reavis,  James  Morton,   John 

Handle. 

Meridian,  No.  265— George  M.  Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Spelce,  Peter  Simmons. 

Forent  Home,  No.  270— Comer  J.  Knight,  John  B.  Lewis. 

Pea  River,  No.  271— Samuel  Harris 

Franlcfort,  No.  275— Sid  Jones,  William  Burisess,  John  H.  Jones,  (George 

B.  Kimbrough,  Andrew  B.  Hill. 

Larkinsville,  No.  277— Lewit  £  Hall,  Jesse  H.  Caffey. 

Northern,  No.  278— Walter  0.  Carpenter,  Thomas  B.  Parkhill. 

Springville,  No.  280— Samuel  J.  Oay,  John  O.  Turner. 

Charles  Baskerville.  No.  281— George  W.  Thompson,  Mordecai,  D.  Wilks. 

Georgiana,  No.  285— Travis  M.  Black,  William  B.  Brooks,  Pitt  M.  Smith, 

Valentine  Kirkpatrick. 

Clinton,  No.  287— Gabriel  Smith. 

Norris,  No.  301— William  J.  Jackson,  A.  G.  Fillingin. 

Central  City,  No.  305 — Gaston  A.  Bobbins,  Len  C.  Harrison. 

Pleasant  Hill,  No.  321— Malaclii  Burleson,  Peter  DoBoise,  Riley  S.  Bot- 
toms, Perry  W.  Steadham,  James  W.  Green,  Abner  W. 
Green. 

Madison  Station,  No.  329— William  Deadman,  John  L.  Hartyler. 

Oliver,  No.  334 — John  A.  Gilmore,  J.  Leonard  Goodman. 

Hamilton,  No.  344— William  K.  Westbrooks. 

Echo,  No.  345— James  W.  Kelley. 

Hurtsboro.  No.  346 — Charlton  Thompson. 

Bienville,  No.  348— Robert  W.  Inger. 

Ozark,  Ko.  349— Marion  J.  Garner,  Wright  P.  Windham. 

Rock  Mills,  No.  353— Martin  V.  Hudson,  Richard  J.  Bruce. 

Heaton,  No.  354 — James  A.  Presoott,  James  R.  Casper,  Benj.  Adahalt 

Ashland,  No.  356— E.  Park  Qorden. 

Rutledge,  No.  357— Jonathan  H.  Lee. 

Town  Creek,  No.  361— Telenicus  A.  Soogin. 

Cotaco,  No.  366— James  A.  McClure. 

Piedmont  Fraternal,  No.  368— Samuel  H.  McBlreath. 

AthelsUn,  No.  36&— Thomas  O.  Stone. 

Goliad,  No.  370— Samuel  Key. 

Russellville,  No.  371— William  J.  Oliver,  James  M.   Qast,  Ambroae  D. 

McCord. 

Beirs  Landing,  No.  373— Thomas  McCants. 

Weogufka,  No.  378— James  K.  T.  Daniel,  Alfred  D.  Bfassey. 

Birmingham  Fraternal,  No.  384— Lindsay  B.  Bmce,  John  D.  McKie, 

Joseph  T.  McKnight,  C.  M.  Parrish,  Ram  Simpson, 
James  Shannon,  William  P.  Snyder,  J.  W.  Rogers,  W. 
S.Smith,  P.M.  Vance. 
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Trinity,  No.  386— Melvin  R.  Smith,  Andrew  J.  Griffin,  David  Braswell, 

George  G.  Koop,  Orison  C.  HarriB. 
Newburgh,  No.  388— Thomas  E  Fore,  Clark  T.  Smith,  Joseph  H.    Allen. 
Weathers.  No.  390— J.  T.  Walker. 
Valley  Head,  No.  3d4— Robert  M.  Story. 
Falkyille,  No.  396— Geor^  W.  Mayhall,  John  N.  Brilnell. 
Black  Oak,  No.  397— Samuel  J.  Ford. 
Hunceville,  No.  400— Andrew  J.  Gamble, 
(rreen  Hill,  No.  402— Benj.  F.  Foresyth. 
Helena.  No.  410— Rufos  H.  Walker. 
Broonitown,  No.  420— Willianj  Gilliland. 
OQllman  Fraternal,  N^o.  421— Jndson  W.  Anstin,  Hiram  Adkins,  Mitchel 

M.   Hestala,  Robert  A.   Adams.  James  K.   P.   By  mm, 

George  W.  McClanahan,  John  Wrenn. 
Milo  Abercrombie,  No  429— John  C.  McLeran,  Wilson  E.  Hall. 
Branrhville,  No.  433— James  C.Stone,  William  T.   Veasy,   William    A. 

Henderson. 
Andalusia.  No.  434— Reuben  Hart,  Thomas  L.  Sellers. 
Ft   Payne.  No.  437— Thomas  Holt. 

Headland,  No.  438— John  T.  Love,  William  H.  Williams. 
Anniston.  No.  443 — A.  K.  Webb,  Nicholas  1).  Harvey,  John  W.  Foster. 
Leeds,  No.  446— Samuel  H.  By  ram. 
<'oalburg,  No.  448 — John  B.  Downs. 
Florida,  No.  450— John  B.  Sewell,  Theron  8.  Teer. 
Seale,  No.  451 -Lee  H.  Bush,  William  N.  Gill.  Frank  P.  Pitts. 
Dolomite,  No.  452— Frank  Harrison,  William  R.  Thomas. 
Gib8f)n,  No.  45.^— W   M.  Patton 
Beultth,  No.   i.^d— Robert  J.  Tankersley.  .lames  B.   Milner,   J.   Dennis 

Henderson. 
Harris,  No.  457 — Randolph  Parsons. 
Bt»H.semer,  No.  458— L.  W.  Shepperd,  P.  B.  Sims. 
King  Solomon,  No.  460 — J.  Scoggin,  George  F.  Harrington. 
Oakman,  No.  465 — James  Handley. 
Knter prise,  No  469— George  W.  Newell. 
Mt.  Willing,  No.  471— Jamei>  C.  Holliday. 
St  an  Ton,  No.  473— William  T.  Quill  in,  John  I/>dge. 
Avondale,  No.  476— Columbus  Phillips. 
Renfroe,  No.  477— Ernest  R.  Chisolm. 

<Juiii.  No.  i7H— Charles  M.  Weeks,  John  A.  Pope,  William  J.  Martin. 
Nf*w  Decatur,  No  401— Marcus  F.  Ritch. 
Bay  Mini'ttA  No.  49S— Charles  H.  Hall, 
nt'vt^land.  No.  499— Allen  Roberts. 
Midland  City,  No.  504— James  M,  Gllley. 
.lohns.  No.  511— JsN  Sampson. 
Hewitt.  No.  519--Kdward  A.  Pawhail 

Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  '>25— Davis  D  Jones,  William  L   I^atham. 
Mvles  J.  Greene,  No.  530-  J.  Walton  Peteet 
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Parrar,  No.  8— Marcus  J.  Williami,  Thomas  8.  Smith. 

Montgomery,  No.  11— Isadore  Cellner. 

Selma  Fraternal,  No.  27— Charles  Lion,  Andrew  J.  0*Halloran,  James  A. 

Sanders. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29— David  J.  Leichiman,  Alfred  L.  Banks,    Willimm 

Tracy,  James  F.  Maynor. 
Washington,  No.  36— Robert  M.  Bruce. 
Gourtland,  No  37— William  J.  Thrasher. 
Mobile,  No.  40— Charles  F.  Qerald. 
Troy,  No.  56— Jose  W.  Wright. 
Sts.  John,  No.  62— Henry  Harris,  Charles  W.  Brooks. 
Central,  No.  70— Edward  G.  8.  Sewel. 
Sawyer,  No.  93— Thomas  J.  Edmonson,  James  C.  Mitchell. 
Roanoke,  No.  132— Charley  E.  Taylor. 
Columbia,  No.  135 — James  W.  Wood. 
Baldwin,  No.  142— Henry  A.  Ellison. 
Fbyetteville  Authentic,  No.  163— David  L.  Ingram. 
Clopton,  No.  171— William  P.Horn. 
Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173— William  C.  Stribling. 
Delta,  No.  189— F.  Pierce  Smith,  Calaway  Giles. 
Caledonia,  No.  198— D.  H.  Lewis. 
Sylacauga,  No.  200— Thomas  Childers. 
Alexandria,  No.  208 — George  A.  Price. 
Gadsden,  No.  236— Joe  S.  McCormack. 
Bowen,  No.  240— Jerome  Tain tinson. 
Coosa,  No.  242— Myles  N.  Ward. 
Charles  Baskerville,  No.  281— D.  W.  Bonley. 
Central  City,  No.  305— Isaac  Paplanus. 
Pleasant  Hill,  No.  321— Green  B.  Haney. 
Holly  Grove,  No.  323— Delana  G.  Hardin. 
Oliver,  No.  334— John  L.  Harrison. 
Bienville,  No.  348— Harry  J.  Krudoss. 
Ozark,  No.  349— J.  D.  Curtis,  A.  B.  Metcalf. 
Athelstan,  No.  369— G.  C.  Hawkins,  William  E.  Royster. 
Weogufka,  No.  378 — ^James  McGowen . 
Pond  Town,  No.  409-John  Y.  White. 
Aroberson,  No.  412— William  S.  Smith,  William  R.  Wright 
Cullman  Fraternal,  No.  421— A.  Marion  Preston,  Isaac  8.  Albritton. 
Ft.  Payne,  No.  437— John  P.  Majors. 
Coalburg,  No.  448— Stephen  W.  Elliott,  Boling  H.  Hudson. 
Bessemer,  No.  458 — ^James  Austin,  Julias  Jofie. 
Oakman,  No.  465 — William  Snow. 
Blocton,   Na   474— Benjamin  M.  Huey,  Jr.,   Ed  G.  Snell.   William  L. 

Livingston. 
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Deatsville,  No.  475~Benjamin  F.  Ross,  Oolvin  P.  Collins,  Charles  B. 

Boszell. 
Avondale,  No.  47S— Robert  H.  Jarrell. 
Round  Mountain,  No.  487— JaniPS  C.  Ragan. 
Logan,  No.  500 — Andrew  J.  Swafford. 
Midland  City,  No.  504 — Joseph  Ooocher. 
Johns,  No.  511 — Lewis  L.  Plowman. 
Magnolia,  No.  516— John  W.  Lowry. 
Davis,  No.  518— Daniel  B.  White. 
Gurley,  No.  521— William  H.  Sorrell. 
Win<1ham,  No.  524— John  W.  Moore. 
Ciiarlton,  No.  528— Jefferron  J.  Stone. 
Browrt's  X  Roads,  N'\  529— William  M.  Spann. 
Muscadine,  No.  531 — Thomas  J.  Roberts,  Jr. 
Wewoka,  No.  539— Samel  B.  Culpepper. 
Sea  right.  No.  540— Frank  M.  Watson. 
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Helion,  No.  1— Thomas  J.  Taylor,  aged  66;  Milton  C.  Baldridge, 

aged  63. 
Alabama,  No.  3— John  H.  Moore.  September,  22,  1895,  aged  69. 
MoultOD,  No.  6— John  M.Wallace,  March  23, 1895;  George  W.  Ham- 
ilton, April  20,  1895;  Drury  W.  Bynum,  July  23, 

1895,  ageid  77. 
Royal  White  Hart,  No.  10— B.  H.  Jenninga,  September  17,  1895; 

aged  40. 
Florence.  No.  14~Zebulon  Mousan,  May  8,  1895. 
Athens,  No.  16— Robert  Ragsdale,  January  1,  1895,  aged  61;  Rhoda 

V.  Horton,  March  21,  1895,  aged  60. 
St.  Albans,  No.  22— James  A.  Matthews,  July  17,  1895,  aged  63. 
George  Washington,  No  24— John  H.  £atman,  November  28, 1894, 

aged  64 
LaFayette,  No.  26— Abram  L  Cohen,  August  22,  1895. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29— Hugn  L.  Ballew,  June  4,  1895;  Wm.  Young, 

August  12, 1895. 
Autauga,  No.  31 — Joseph  M.  B.  Sioudmier,  October  24,  1894,  aged 

56;  John  N.  Golson,  May  31,  1895,  aged  70. 
Washington,  No.  36— Lewis  B.  Thornton,  January  10, 1895,  aged  80. 
Gourtland,  No.  37— James  J.  Beemer,  May  11,  1895,  aged  53. 
Mobile,  No.  40— Henry  B  Fisk,  November  1,  1894,  aged  44;  John 

G.    Bates,  December  22,  1894,  aged  79;     Seymore 

Frohlickstein,  January  12,  1895. 
Livingston,  No.  41— George  Wilson,  Febroary  13,  1895,  aged  70; 

Robert  A.  Banes. 
Union,  No.  50— John  Bradfield,  February  3,  1895,  aged  80. 
Amity,  No.  54— Hilliard  M.  Judge,   December  5,   1894,  aged  38; 

Isaiah  B.  Smaw,  December  28,  1894,  aged  79;  Henry 

D.  Camber,  May  29,  1895,  aged  72. 
Troy,  No.  56— Erasmus  V.  Culver.  October  30,  1894. 
Tompkinsville.  No.  61— Elbert  Harrington,  January  4,  1895,  aged 

70;  Thomas  B.Wood  ward,  September  12, 1895,  aged  63. 
St  John,  No.  62— Thomas  H.  Mabson,  February  28,  1895;  Lemuel 

W.  Jenks,  August  26,  1895;  William  C.  Ellis,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1895. 
Social,  No.  63— William  F.  Provost,  July  30  1895.  aged  73. 
Eureka,  No  64— Daniel  G.  Dunklin,  September  14, 1895,  aged  72. 
Hampden  Sidney,  No.  67 — Samuel  D  Oliver,  June  8, 1895,  aged  60; 

Malachi  Spigoer,  July  2,  1895,  aged  70. 
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Howard,  No.  69— George  Keihl,  September  10, 18d5,  afred  63 :  James 
Worthiogton,  September  10,  1895,  aged  62. 

Central,  No.  70— Henry  Wilson,  June  12,  1895,  agfd  42;  John  H. 
Baker, ,  18t»4. 

Widow's  Son,  No.  72— Leonard  Moor^  February  3,  1895,  aged  62; 
John  W.  Steen,  April  12,  1895,  aged  59. 

Coker^ille,  No.  75— Samuel  J  Brooks,  March  1,  1895,  ageu  64. 

Eropbotic,  No.  »4— William  L  Braocb,  January  29, 1895,  aged  85. 

Meridian  Son,  No.  88— James  J.  Smyly,  March  28,  1895,  aged  70. 

Prattville,  No.  89— John  B.  Gaines,  September  24,  1894;  Jacob  Fa- 
ber,  April  13,  1895. 

Poster,  No.  90— John  J.  McCorkle,  January  20,  1895,  aged  77;  Wil- 
liam Gamble,  July  — ,  1895,  aged  70;  George  Yasser, 
September  — ,  1895,  aged  76. 

Danville,  No.  95— Alexander  Marion 

Hartwell,  No.  101— Thomas  C.  Hill,  January  4,  1895,  aged  55;  Dan- 
iel P.  Gunnels,  January  19,  18i»5  aged  68. 

Shiloh,  No.  105— Samuel  Threadgill,  October  11,  1894,  sged  72; 
Thomas  A.  Robinson,  July  17.  1895,  agea  58. 

Choctaw,  No.  107— David  0.  Powell,  August  9  1895. 

Camp  Hill.  No.  120— Marion  Pittinau,  St^ptenibt-r  1,  1895,  aged  65. 

Herndon,  No.  125— Robert  C.  Storey,  June  11,  1895,  sged  65. 

Bolivar,  No.  127— James  H.  Cowan,  November  15,  1894,  aged  57; 
Thomas  B.  Foster,  February  9,  1895,  sged  84;  Sam- 
uel C.  Norwood,  July  17,  1895,  aged  72. 

Geneva,  No.  129-^ame8N.  McDufhe,  November  24,  1894,  aged  86; 
Green  A.  Hinson,  March  26,  1895;  Mace  Collins, 
April  6,  1895. 

Yorkville,  No.  131— James  M.  Quinn,  November  15,  1895,  aged  76. 

Loachapoka,  No.  133— James  Wooten,  May  11,  1895,  aged  75. 

Unity,  No.  136— William  K.  Clark,  October  30,  1894. 

Shelby,  No.  140 — John  tSpencer,  January  3,  1895,  aged  89. 

Burleson,  No.  143— Caswell  Lindsey,  September  20,  1894,  aged  79. 

liodgersville,  No.  147— David  N.  Legg,  October  14,  1894,  aged  86. 

Cold  Waier,  No.  148— Michael  Z   Hays,  July  28.  1895,  aged  47. 

Monroeville,  No.  153— William  W.  McMillan,  March  7, 1K95,  aged 
m:  Walton  Brantley,  June  1,  1895,  aged  68. 

Mt.  Hope,  No.  168— Pleasant  W.  McVay,  January  22, 1805,  aged  81. 

Elba,  No.  170— A.  B  Bullard,  February  26,  18!i5.  aged  77;  £.  B. 
Hattaway,  December  18,  18^4,  aged  46. 

Andrew  Jackson,  No.  i7:{ — Edmund  R.  Hastings,  December  21, 
1894;  William  S.  Ford,  March  10,  1895;  William 
Ovens,  June  7,  1895;  Adkin  M.  Moseley,  June  2S, 
1895. 
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Mt  Eagle,  No.  185— Edward  Lambeth,  January  29,   1895,  aged  75. 
Catania,  No  18&— Leroy  F.  Box,  March  26, 1895,  aged  57. 
Landmark,  No.  187- Samuel  Suoddy,  October  29, 1894,  aged  85. 
ClintOQville,  No.  188 — Benjamin  M.  Stevens,  November  22,  1894, 

aged  44;  Henry  Windham,  March  13.  1895,  aged  59; 

John  W.  Garrett,  August  11,  1895,  aged  44. 
Delta,  No.  189— King  H.  Carney,  August  28,  1895,  aged  63. 
Cbatuhoochee,  No.  192— Timothy  Collins,  March  5,  1895,  aged  59. 
Hopewell,   No.   193— Handy  F.  Tnrnipseed,   December  29,  1894, 

aged  45. 
Sylacauga,  No.  200— David  C.  Keller,  April|25,  1895,  aged  72;  John 

Oden.  May  25,  1895,  aged  71. 
Lapine,  No.  201— John  H.  Mosiey,  November  30,  1894. 
Alexandria,  No.  208 — W.  Philip  Cooper,  January  6,  1895. 
Marshall,  No.  209— Thomas  S.  May,  April  27, 1895. 
Carrollton,  No.  214— Major  F.  Cook,  April  30,  1895,  aged  67;  Sam'l 

F.  Hill,  April  29,  1895,  aged  80. 
Sam  Dixon,  No.  218 — Moses  J.  Hendrix,  December  16, 1894,  aged  50. 
Newton,  No.  224— M.  Stanley  Smith,  November  10,  1894;  James  D. 

Mancill,  December  23,  1894. 
Louisville,  No.  225— John  L  GloVer,  August  4,  1895,  aged  37. 
Bexar,  No.  230— Glenn  Seaj,  August  11,  1895,  aged  58;  Winstead 

Stidham,  September  13,  1895.  aged  85. 
Duck  Springs.  No.  231— Henry  R.  Culbertson,  July  17,  1895. 
Sepulga,  No  233— William  W.  Walker,  April  10,  1895,  aged  62. 
Ramer,   No.  243— Anthony  H.   Sellers,   April  21,  1895,  aged  75; 

Jasper  J.  Logue,  August  18,  1895,  aged  76;  Henry  B. 

Wooley,  July  14.  1895,  aged  74. 
Dawson,  No.  244—0.  H.  Crittenden,  February  9,  1895,  aged  53;  W. 

P.  Shine,  May  2,  1895,  aged  70;  H.  R.   Shine,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1895,  aged  56. 
John  Payne,  No.  245 — James  M.  Wilson,  February  17, 1895,  aged 

73;  David  Propst,  August  16, 1895,  aged  82;  William 

McGee. 
Seddon,  No.  247— Henry  H.  Brewster,  September  24,  1894;  Taylor 

P.  Goodwin,  August  29,  1895. 
Amand,  No. . 250— James  T.  Keicker,  January   15,  1895,  aged  76; 

Jefferson  Falkner. 
Rose  Hill,  No.  253— Solomon  T.  Moody,  October  18,  1894,  aged  70. 
Gaylesville,    No.  256— John   W.  Tecker,   December  2,   1894;   La- 
fayette W.  Raynes,  August  31,  1895. 
Ervin,  No.  257— Mc.  M.  Boshell,  September  24,  1894,  aged  85. 
Talladega,  No.   261— William  Baker,  January  22,  1895,  aged  62; 

Amos  C.  Baker.  April  24,  1895,  aged  49. 
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Forest  Home,  No.  270-Correr  J  Knight,  December  27.  1894.  sg<d 

60;  Seaborn  J.  Campbell,  September  6, 1895,  aged  79 
Frankfort,  No.  275— Sid  Jones,  ScDtember  *2fi,  1895. 
Chas.  Baskerville,  No.  281— Oe  rge  \V.  Thompson.  AugusclS,  1895. 
Georgiana,  No.  285— Joseph  M.  Thigpeii,  October  15, 1894. 
Clinton,  No.  287— Nathan  K.  Phillips,  August  8,  1895,  aged  56 
Ft.  Deposit,   No.  291— William   E.  Clements,  Decmoer  22,  1894, 

aged  24. 
Norrls,  No.  301— William  J    0'Bat>non,  April  12.  1895;  Silas  Jer- 

nigan,  April  20  1H95;  William  W.  SDwell,  April  26, 

1895;    Edward  S.    McMillan,   July  3.    1895;   James 

Herriugton,  July  21,  1895. 
Winfield,  No.  304— Joseph  L.  McGaha,  January  14.  1895,  aged  67. 
Central  City,  No.  305— Samuel  W.  Morgan,  November  18.  1894. 

aged  69;  Holden  U'Guynn,  December  13,1 894.aged  64. 
Oliver,  No.  334— William  H.  Slad**,  March,  1895.  aged  78. 
Nanafalia,  No.  335— David  P.  Karr  December  16,  18iU,  aged  73. 
Johnson,  No  337— Evan  Ben  bow,  March  25,  1»95.  aged  82. 
Qeorgiana  Davis,  No  33M— John  Bolton.  April  22,  1895. 
Clear  Creek,  No.  340— David  i\  Mauascro,  February,  1895 
Hamilton,  No  344— A.  J  Siandford.   November  18.1894,  aged  36; 

K.  T.  Brown,  December  30,  1894,  aKed  82 
Ozark,  No.  349— Milton  M.  Tye,   December  31,  1894,  aged  61;  Ed 

ward  Byrd. 
Rock  Mills,  No  353— A  Marion  Knight,  June  29.  1895,  aged  72. 
Heaton,  No.  354— Demsey  Ooley,  February  9,  1895. 
Rossellville,  No.  371— Walter  C  Craig,  March  2t},  1895;  Robert  C. 

Sibley. 
Weogufka,  No.  378— James  K.  T.  Daniel,  August  15,  1895,  aged  72 
£.  H.  Cook,  No.  381— John  H   Wills,  September  8,  1895,  aged  63 
Attalla,  No.  383— David  A.  White,  October  28,   1894;   Francis  A. 

Gray,   May   12,  1895:  Seaborn  G.   Wilson,   August 

24,  1895. 
Trinity,  No.  386— John  E.   Howell,  January  15,   1895,  aged  48: 

David  Braswell,  August  23,  1895,  aged  50. 
Hickory  Flat,  No.  3J)2— John  D.  Grady,  April  3,  1895,  aged  51. 
Hanceville,    No.    400— William    £.    Bassinger,  October  14,  1894, 

aged  67;    Charles    H.    Keith,    November  28,   1884, 

aged  76. 
Doric,  No.  406— F.  C.  Proctor,  February  7,  \S9o,  aged  30. 
Helena,  No.  410— Henry  R.  I^e,  January  2,  1895,  aged  82;  Thomas 

J.  WinHeld,  July  15,  18a^  aged  68;  Thomas  B.  Mo- 

Cosky,  August  1,  lh95,  aged  72. 
Jemison,  No.  411— William  C.  Oirletree,  January  7,  1895,  aged  51. 
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AmbersoD,   No.    412— William    A.    Brown,    December    29,    1894, 

aged  54. 
Oak  Level,    No.    415  —  Willinm    M.  Waifs,    February    10,    1895, 

aged  70. 
Cullman    Fraiernal,    No.   421— Rowan    Groos,    October  5,    1894, 

aged  46;  John  Wreu,  April  13.  1895,  aged  65. 
Shorierville,  No.  422— Hardy  C.  Grace,  March  21    1895,  a^ed   72. 
Temple,  No.  425— Rev.  Richard  Tucker,  July  17,  1895,  aged  83 
Albertville,  No.  430— William  Meaders,  July  7,  1895. 
Andalusia,  No.  434 — William  T.  Acree,  January  14.  1895,  aged  77. 
Western  Star,  No.  436— John  York,  Aprii  15.  1895  ai^ed  76. 
Ueadlan«1,  No.  438-John  M.  White,  Mny  21,  1895. 
Forney,  No.  440— Eli  Bell,  May  11,  1895,  aged  75. 
Stanton,  No.  473 — Andy  Hayes,  December  18,  1894. 
Avondale,  No.  476— H.  D.   Bradv,  August  26,  1895,  aged  32. 
Renfroe,  No   477— William  T.  Smith,  September  11,  1895,  aged  46. 
Guin.  Nf).  478— Stephen  Candles,  February  27.  1895,  aged  76. 
Locust  Fork,  No.  481— Samuel  Steen,  May  18,  1895,  aged  76. 
Lebanon,  No.  484— William  R.  Wigley,  July  31,  1895. 
Monroe,  No.  485— William  E.  Whisenhant,  October  15, 1891,  aged  36 
Burnt  Corn,  No.  489— Willy  S  Thomas,  February  6,  1895.  aged  22; 

William  H.  Waldson,  May  21,  1895.  aged  58. 
Mahan,  No  490-- Alfred  Ellis,  September  12.  1895,  aged  52. 
Wylam,  No.  492— Neil  Brawley,  May  25,  1895.  aged  36. 
Bay  Minette,  No.  498— Charles  W.  Wilkins,  March  22, 1895,  aged  82. 
Wilsouville,  No.    510~Naihaniel    H.    Self,    November    19,    1894, 

aged  65. 
James  D.  Truss,  No.  515— Henry  H.  Brewster,  September  23,  1895. 

aged  56. 
Gurley,  No.  521— John  D.  Stovall,  December  25,  1894.  aged  43. 
Charlton,  No.  528— Austin  F  Saunders,  March  7,  1895,  aged  66. 
Myles  J.  Green,  No.  530— J.  Liuwood  Btropshire,  March  6,   1895; 

Spence  G  Carradine,  March  29,  1895. 


I.'W  APPENDIX. 

LODGES    DELINQUENT   IN    NOT    MAKING  RE- 
TURNS  AND  PAYING  DUES  BY  NOV.  15,  1895. 


Nos.  3,  8  9,  26,  44,  74,  75,  89,  104.  107, 112, 119.  131,  149. 184.  201.  223.  226, 
227.  253,  272,  280,  331,  358,  357,  353,  373,  381,  397,  428,  430,  436,  442,  445,  451, 
453,  460,  495,  499,  502,  524,  525. 

FOB   NOT  MAKING   BKTUBKB. 

No8  43,  52,  57,  79  97,  110,  134,  137,  146.  154,  178,  180,  181,  190,  211,  219, 
H24,  332,  350,  851,  357,  363,  365,  367,  380,  385,  389,  398,  408,  416,  447,  449,  456, 
526,  532,  533,  537. 

DELINQUBVT    FOB    TWO    YKABH. 

Noe.  320,  332,  350. 

rhabtbbm  fobfeitbd. 
Nob.  320,  332,  350. 

RECAPITULATION. 


Number  of  Lodges  repressnted 288 

Number  of  membera  reported 10  226 

Amount  of  Dues $4,582.16 

Number  of  Lodges  that  made  returns 338 

Number  of  Lodges  tbat  paid  dues 314 

Number  of  Lodges  Chartered  in  1895 9 

Number  of  dormant  Lodges  revived  in  1895 8 

Number  of  Lodges  on  roll  at  close  of  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  1895 888 

Number  of  Ministers  of  OoHpel 806 


WORK  OF  THE  Y^EAR. 


Initiated 488 

Passed 455 

liaised 445 

AtlUiated 455 

Reinstated 276 

Rejected 76 

Dimitted 470 

Died 197 

yuiipended  for  U.  C 

i^uRpended  for  N.  P.  1) 

Kxpelled IS 


REGISTER  OF  LODGES, 
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MEMORANDA 


KKPRESEMATIVES   OF    OrilER    GKAXD    LODGES    NEAR    THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA 

(leorge  P.  Harrison Opt^lika Arizona. 

H.  Clay  ArmetroDg Montgomery Arkansas. 

il.  riay  Armstrong Auburn BraziL 

(ieorgu  F.  Moore Monti^oruery Canada. 

Wallace  W.  Harrison Fort  Payne Co  Ion  a  Is.  Cuba. 

Colorado. 

Fletcher  J.  Cowart Troy Delaware. 

Robert  D.  Webb LivingHtun Dist.  of  Columbia. 

.1.  W.  Penn Aiialla England. 

I'inckney  N.  Hickman Elba Florida. 

Georgia. 

Ru^4sellM.  Cunningham I'ratt  Mines Hungary. 

John  G.  Harris Montgomery Idaho. 

Wui.  W.  Dattin Grove  Hill Illinois. 

J  no    H.  Binkhead Fayette  C.  H Indiana. 

\Vm.  G.  Robertson Carroihon  Iowa. 

John  DeLoach Monroe ville Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Edwards.  Gatchell Selma Louisiana. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Oxford Maine. 

Jesse  M.  Carmichael Ozaik Manitoba. 

Joel  White Muntgoniery Maryland. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Belknap Minnesota. 

I'ulmer  J.  Pillans..'. Belknap Michigan. 

Sumuel  K.  McSpadden Centre Mississippi. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Montgomery Missouri. 

I'iilmer  J.  Pillans Belknap Nebraska. 

Tulmer  J.  Pillans Belknap New  Jersey. 

i'almer  J.  Pillans Belknap New  Mexico. 

iienry  C.  Tompkins Montgomery.. New  York. 

John  G.  Smith Birmingham North  Dakota. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Montgomery U.  G.  I4.N.8.  W. 

orniond  A.  Duke Clanton Oregon. 

Nioholas  Stallworth Evergreen Peru. 

Nicholas  Stallworth Evergreen Prince  Ed.  Island. 

Talmer  J.  Pillans Belknap Quebec. 

Horatio  C.  Grayson (.'hortaw  Corner Rhode  Island. 

A(lilii<on  A.  Walker Eufaula South  Carolina. 

r>enjamin  F.  Elmore Demopolis Tennesaee. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

George  M.  Morrow Birmingham Victoria. 
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Francis  L.  Pettos Selma VirgiDiA. 

Henry  H.  Brown Birmingham Washington. 

Henry  H.  Brown Birmingham West  Virginia. 


MEMORANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES   OF    THE  GRAND    LODGE    OF    ALABAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

William  P.  Vandervert Opelika Arizona. 

Jasper  M.  Pinnell DeWitt Arkansas. 

Pedro  Antonio  Gomez Rio  de  Janeiro Brazil. 

A.  Haslem Nanians British  Ck>lambia. 

G.  H.  F.  Dartnel Whllby Canada. 

Alvah  Rassell  Ck>nklin Independence California. 

Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster Georgetown Colorado. 

SeRundo  Alvarez Havana Colon  &  Is.  Cuba. 

Washington  L.  Morgan New  Britain Connectict. 

Benton  V.  Weldon Smyrna Delaware. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Washington Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Brackstone  Baker London England. 

Norville  R.  Carter Levy ville... Florida. 

William  A.  Love Atlanta Georgia. 

Alexander  P.  Aiexsnderopulos Greece 

Alexander  Frankel Hungary. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Joseph  S.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

John  McConnell Belfast* Ireland. 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

D.  Green  Simmons Adairville Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd New  Orleans Louisiana. 

Josiah  H.  Drummond Portland Maine. 

James  Leslie Minnesota Manitoba. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Maryland. 

Jose  Manuel  Monoz Vera  Cruz Mexico. 

Arthur  M  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank  Burkett Okalona Mississippi. 

A.  M.  Hough Jefferson  City Missouri. 

James  M.  Chadwick Nebraska  City Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead Newark New  Jersey. 

•Callender  Street . 
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Robert  C.  Stewart Las  Vegas New  Sf exioo  . 

James  Porter  Howe Sidney  U.  G.  L New Soath  Wales . 

Daniel  T.  Welden New  York New  York  . 

Donald  W.  Bain llaleigh North  Carolina. 

BenjamiD  K.  Rascb F)rnian North  Dakota. 

('harles  Bowman Herring  Cove No^a  Scotia. 

Nelson  Williams Hamilton Ohio. 

James  R.  Bailey Corvalis Oregon  . 

Augimto  Angulo Peru. 

Donald  Darrach Kensington Prince  Ed.  Inland. 

Walter  Nutt Catou Quebec. 

Dwight  R.  Adams Oentreville Rhode  Island. 

Andrew  H.  White Rock    Hill South  Carolina 

<reorge  L.  Young South  Australia. 

Krank   M.  Kremer Kstellim South  Dakota. 

Henry  R.  Howard Tullahoma Tennessee. 

Eugene  S.  Weston Rutland VermonL 

H  .  Bannister Geelong Victoria. 

James  J.  Dudley Norfolk Virginia. 

Jere  A.  Miller Wheeling West  Virginia. 

I»ui8  Sohns Vancouver Washington. 

Philu  A.  Orton Darlington Wisconsin. 


APPENDIX.  15S 

AMERICAN  ORAND  LODGES  WITH  NAME  AND  ADDRESSES  OF 

THE  GRAND  SECRETARIES. 


a&ABD  LODGE.  UKAND  8BCBBTABY.  ^ADDBKtt. 

Alabama. H.  Clay  ArmstroDg Montgomery. 

Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Rock. 

Ariz  ma George  J.  Roskruge Tucson. 

British  Columbia W.  J.  Quinlan Victoria. 

California George  Johnson San  Francisco. 

Canada John  J  Mason Hamilton. 

Colorada Ed.  C  Parmelee Denver. 

Connecticut  John  H.  Barlow Hartford. 

Delaware Benjamin   F.  Bartram Wilmington 

District  of  Columbia William  R.  Singleton Washington. 

Florida Albert  J.  Russell Jacksonville. 

Georgia A.  M.   Wolihin Macon. 

Idaho  Jonas  W.  Brown Boise  City. 

Illinois J.  H.  Dill Bloomington 

Indiana William  H.  Symthe Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory Joseph  S,  Murrow Atoka. 

Iowa Theodore  S.  Paryin CedarfRapids. 

Kansas Albert  K.  Wilson Topeka. 

Kentucky H.  B.  Grant Louisviile. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert New  Orleans. 

Maine Stephen  Berry Portland. 

Manitoba William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

Massachusetts Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

Michigan. ..„ Jeflferson  S.  Conover Coldwater. 

Minnesota T.  Montgomery St.  PauL 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri John  D.  Vincil St  Louis. 

Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen (foaha. 

Nevada Chauncey  N.  Noteware Carson  City. 

New  Brunswick F.  W.  Wisdom St  John. 

New  Hampshire George  P.  Cleaves Conoord. 

New  Jersey Thomas  H.  R.  Redway Trenton. 

New  Mexico A.  A.  Keen Albuquerque. 

New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers ..New  York. 

North    Carolina John  C.  Drewry Raleigh. 

Nova  Scotia Wm.  Ross Halifax. 

Ohio J.  H.  Bromwell Cincinnati. 
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Oklahoxiia James  8.  Hunt Stillwater. 

Oregon  James  F.  RobinsoD Eagene. 

Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet. Philadelphia. 

Prince  Edward  Island B.  W.  Hi^gs Charlottetown. 

Quebec John  H.  Isaacson MontraaL 

Rhode  Island Edwin  Bake ProvideDce. 

South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

South  Dakota Geo.  A.  Pettigrew Flandnan. 

Tennessee John  B.  Garrett. Nashville. 

Texas John  Watson Hoaston. 

Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont Warren  G.  Reynolds Burlington. 

Virginia William  B.  Isaacs,  Jr Richmond. 

Washington Thomas  M.  Reed Olympic. 

West  Virginia George  W.  Atkinson Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwaakee. 

Wyoming W.  L.  Kaykendall Saratoga. 


FOREIGN  GRAND  LODGES. 


GRAND  LODGB.  SECBBTABY.  ADI)] 

England Edward  Letchworth London. 

New  South  Wales. Arthur  H.  Bray Sidney. 

Ireland Archibald  8t.  George,  DGS .Dublin. 

New  Zealand Rev.  W.  Ronaldson Christcharch. 

Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

South  Australia J.  H.  Cunningham Adelaide. 

Tasmania J.  G.  Steele Hobart. 

Tnited  G*d  L.  Victoria T.  H.  Lempriere Melbourne. 

<:uba Jose  F.  Pellon Havana. 

Peru J.  A.  Ego  Aguirre Lima. 

Chili Jose  Maldona Valpandao. 

Mexico Enrique  Aragon Mexico. 

K,^ypt F.  F.  Oddl Alexandria. 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


REPORTS  BY 

P    J.  Pillans. II  Ap.  1-105 

Grand  Treasurer { Ap.  1)  9 

Grand  Secretary (Ap  II)  10 

Grand  Secretary — Narrative  Report 46-51 

Committee  on  Work   13 

Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions  and  Appeals  ....  13.18 

P.".  G.*.  M.    .  Pettus 35 

H.  H.  Brown 36 

Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1 38.39 

Committee  on  By-Laws 39 

R.  M.  Cunningham 32 

Committee  on  Jurisprudence 41 

B.  W.  Whitfield 44 

Registrar .    45 

Committee  on  Dispensations  No .  2 46 

Committee  on  P'inance 52-57 

REPORTS  ON 

Grand  Master's  Address 33-35 

Foreign  Correspondence Ap.  1-105 

E.-.  A.-. Degree 13 

F.-.  C.  Degree 13 

M/  M*.  Degree 32 

Case  of  W.  A.  Agee 35 

Case  of  R.  S.    Pilley 36 

By-Laws 39 

Lozahatchee  Lodge   No.   547 39 

Macon  Lodge  No.    12 44 

Finance 52-4 

Gurley  Lodge  No.    521 55 

H.  C.  Tompkins  Lodge   No.  545 66 

Index  to  Masonic   Code 57 


mr,  INDEX. 

RESOLUTIONS  BY 

J  .  W    Grayson 18 

P..  G.-.  M.'.  Pettus 37 

W.R.Hardy 41 

1).  P.  Christenberry  41 

D.  M.  Kaylor 42 

B.  F.  Pope 68 

RESOLUTIONS  CONCERNING 

Gurley  Lodge  No.  521 18 

W .  A.  Agee 37 

H.  C.  Tompkins  Lodge  No.  546 41 

Index  to  Masonic  Code 41 

Lebanon  Lodge  No.  484 42 

Thanks  to  students  of  A.  &  M.  College 68 

COMMITTEES. 

Committees  Announced 10-1 1 

Standing  Committees   58-69 

On  Impeachment  of  W.  A.  Agee 36 

R.  S  Pilley 36,  42 


((  (f  i< 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Grand  Officers  Present 3 

i^ast  Grand  Officers  Present 34 

1  .edges  Represented 4-9 

Proposed   Amendments  to  Constitution 12 

Grand  Master's   Address 19-31 

Case  of  W.  A.  Agee.. 37 

Election  of  Grand  Officers 39 

Installation  of  Grand   Officers 68 

Case  of  R.  S.  Pilley 42-3 

Resignation  of  Bro.  R.  M.  Cunningham 67 

Presentation  of  (xavels 67 
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Testimonial  to  P.'.  G.'.  M.\    Pettus 58 

Thanks  to  Railroads 59 

Minutes  Read 50 

Closed 59 

Names  and  Numbers  of   Lodges Ap.  106.13 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues "     114-19 

Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct "  126 

Dimitted **     120-25 

Expelled "  127 

Reinstated '*     127-30 

Rejected **     131-32 

Our  Fraternal  Dead "     133-37 

Lodges  Delinquent "  138 

Recapitulation **  138 

Work  of  Year  "  138 

Register  of  Lodges "     139-49 

Representatives  of  other  Grand    Lodges **  150 

Representatives  to  other  Grand  Lodges **    151-162 

Roll  of  American  Grand  Lodges "     153  54 

Roll  of  Foreign  Grand  Lodges "  154 
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ALABAMA. 


isse. 


OF    THE 


M.  W.  GRAND  LODGE 


OF 


A.  F.  &  A.  M.  OF  ALABAMA, 


AT   TIIE 


SEVENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION. 


HELD  AT 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  Dec,  ist  and  2nd,  1896,  A.  L  5896. 


MOMTGOMKRY,  ALA. : 

ALABiMA  Printing  Co  ,  State  Printers  and  Binders. 

18ir7. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic 
Jurisdiction,  commenced  its  Seventy-sixth  Annual 
Grand  Communication  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the 
Oity  of  Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  at 
7:30  o'clock,  the  first  day  of  December,  1896,  A.  L. 
589G. 

PRESENT. 

Geo.  p.  Harrison        Grand  Master. 

Jamks  a.  Bilbro Deputy  Grand  Master. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Russell  M.  Cunningham Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  H.  Dinoley Grand  Treasurer. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Grand  Secretary. 

David  W.  McIver Grand  Marshal. 

William  C.  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

Henry  H.  Matthews    Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

William  A.  Arnold     .Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

James  T.  Greene    Senior  Grand  Steward. 

J.  Kahn Junior  Grand  Steward. 

Charles  A.  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Past  Grand  Master. 

H.  Clay  Armrtrong Past  Grand  Master. 

John  H.  Bankhead Past  Grand  Master. 

John  G.  Harris Past  Grand  Master. 

Georcje  M.  Morrow  Past  Grand  Master. 

Francis  L.  Pettus Past  Grand  Master. 

James  M.  Brundidge Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope Past  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

George  A.  Joiner Grand  Secretary. 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1896 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES  FROM  OTHER 

GRAND  LODGES. 

Arizona George  P.  Harrison. 

Arkansas H.  Clay  Armstrong. 

Canada George  F.  Moore. 

Florida Pinckney  N.  Hickuian. 

Hungary Rnssell  M.  Cnnningham. 

Idaho John  G.  Harris. 

Illinois William  W.  Daffin. 

Indiana John  H.  Bankhead. 

Iowa William  G.  Robertaon. 

Louisiana Edward  S.  Gatchell. 

Maine B.  Dudley  Williams. 

Michigan William  J.  Oram. 

Minnesota Palmer  J.  Pillans. 

Nebraska Palmer  J.  Pillans. 

New  Jersey Palmer  J.  Pillans. 

New  Mexico Palmer  J.  Pillans. 

North  Dakota John  G.  Smith. 

( )regon Ormond  A.  Duke. 

Quebec Palmer  J.  Pillans. 

South  Carolina Addison  A.  Walker. 

Victoria George  M.  Morrow. 

Virginia Francis  L.  Pettns. 

Wisconsin Palmer  J.  Pillans. 

AND  MASTERS,  WARDENS  AND  PROXIES.  FROM 
SUBORDINATE  LODGES.  AS  FOLLOWS: 

No.        8    Alabama Iwiac  D.  Roliertn W.  M. 

4    Rising  Virtue Wm.  G.  Cocrhrane W.  M. 

(  Wm.  W.  Daffin W.  M. 

7  Mac^n -]  L.  L.  McLeo<l  *  •   S.  W. 

I  John  W.  Davis J.  W. 

8  Farrar Cha«.  J.  Martin,  Jr J.  W. 

9  Gilead B.  H.  Warren W.  M. 

(B.  Davie* W.  M. 

10  Roval  White  Hart . .  •  Wm.  H.  Robertson S.  W. 

/  W.  A.  Smart* J.  W. 

(  Samuel  Isaacs W.  M. 

11  Montgomery •;  Wallace  J.  Chambers 8.  W. 

/  Wm.  R.  Hnle J.  W. 

10    Athens Meritt  K.  Clements J.  W. 

..        or    n .!«                             S  Richard  E.  McWilliams. .  W.  M. 
-^    ^*"^    )HenryF.Cook 8.  W. 

Proxies. 
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No.      26    LaFayette 

Selma  Fraternal 


H 


27 


29 

31 
87 

39 

41 
42 
46 
49 
5<) 
53 
54 
55 
56 
59 
61 


63 

64 
65 


10 


71 
72 

74 

76 

78 

79 

80 
84 

88 

89 
91 
93 
roxies. 


Rising  Sun ] 

Antanga   

Conrtland 

Wetnmpka j 

Livingston 

Hiram    

Hamiony 

Demopolis 

Union    

Greening    

Amity 

Mt.  Moriah 

Troy 

Benton 

Tompkinsville 

Sts.  John ] 

Social < 

Enreka 

C.  P.  Whitt 

Central    - 

Tohopeka     -J 

Widow's  Son .  -[ 

Solomon ] 

Auburn 

Crozier    

Fredonia ] 

Wilcox 

Erophotic ] 

Meridian  Sun -J 

Prattville ] 

Henry 

Sawyer -] 


John  M.  P.  Otts,  Jr.*. . . .  W.  M. 

Louis  Raymond W.  M. 

Edward  A.  Neil S.  W. 

Albert  G.  Kahn J.  W. 

Wm.  E.  Oakley W.  M. 

Thomas  F.  Turley* S.  W. 

Daniel  W.  Hicks S.  W. 

Malcolm  L.  Gilchrist*. .  .W.  M. 
Sampson  H.  Williams. . .  W.  M. 

Leonard  W.  Farrow S.  W. 

John  G.  Harris* W.  M. 

Thomas  R.  Ward S.  W. 

George  A.  Beauchamp  . .  W.  M. 

Edward  S.  Cornish W.  M. 

Louis  J.  Adler W.  M. 

WUliam  H.  Hawkins*. .  .W.  M. 

William  W.  Hill S.  W. 

Aaron  L.  West W.  M. 

Edward  H.  Johnson .   . .  W.  M. 

Sloan  Rowan S.  W. 

Ferdinand  P.  Clark S.  W. 

Alonzo  D.  Fielder S.  W. 

Albion  L.  Hixson* J.  W. 

William  A.  Rattey*  . . . .  W.  M. 

George  W.  Smith S.  W. 

James  S.  Nelson        J.  W. 

James  B.  Stanley W.  M. 

Robert  H.  Tuck J.  W. 

James  A.  Moore W.  M. 

William  R.  Weaver S.  W. 

John  A.  Honeycutt J.  W. 

James  P.  Oliver W.  M. 

William  C.  Roeck* S.  W. 

George  A.  Barge W.  M. 

John  W.  Purifoj'* S.  W. 

Lum  Duke W.  M. 

Allen  Driver S.  W. 

H.  Clay  Armstrbng* W.  M. 

John  C.  Watson* W.  M. 

Andrew  J.  Thompson . . .  W.  M. 
James  F.  Cumbee*.        .  .S.  W. 

Joseph  S.  McBryde W.  M. 

Oliver  G.  Bruner W.  M. 

David  B.  Dismuke* S.  W. 

William  R.  Hardy W.  M. 

William  J.  Shiriey J.  W. 

Emmett  I.  Smith W.  M. 

William  M.  Anthony J.  W. 

Newell  M.  Thornton  . . .  W.  M. 

James  P.  D.  Murphy W.  M. 

Joseph  C.  Swann S.  W. 


<) 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


[1896 


No.      97    Lozohat(;hee 


98  Fulton 

101  Hartwell 

104  Good  SnniHri tan 

100  Hemion 

111  Sylvan  

112  Dean 

IIB  DeKalb 


119    Notjisnl^a 

l±i    Coffeeville 
123    Havana 


125    Herndon 


126  Mortimer  Reeder. 

127  Bolivar 


129  Geneva 

181  Yorkville 

138  Loacrhapoka 

134  Wiley 

135  Columbia , 

18()  Unity 

145  Fraternity   

14H  Missouri 

147  Rogersville 

148  Cold  Water   ... 

149  Chamberrt 


153    Monroeville 


'   ■      'i 

\ 

'/ 

l(i3    Fay'tev'le  Auth'iitic  - 


154    Nixburg 
1(»1     Penick  . 


im    Mt.  Hoi)e 
170    Elba  .... 


171  Clopton 

172  Fellowship 

173  Andrew  Jackson  .    . 

1S5"  Mt.  Eagle 

180    Catania 


187    Landmark  . 


189    Delta 

102:iChattaho(K'h<M' 


Hesariah  G.  Earnest  . . . . 
Lawrence  0'Br>'ant* 

Rol>ert  D.  Craig» 

Xerxes  H.  Bagiey 

James  M.  Boone 

Matthew  B.  Cameron* . . 
Thaddeus  C.  Willingham. 

W.  Robert  Dnggan 

David  C.  Case*    ....     . 

Francis  M.  Bryant 

William  T.  Duke* 

Joseph  R.  Cowan 

Robert  A.  Owens  

William  J.  N.  Tavlor  . . . 

Thomas  W  Smith 

James  M.  Meadows*  . . . 

D.  L.  G.  Wilson 

Pinckney  B.  Hickman  . . 

W.  H.  Chapman* 

Sanmel  C.  Nal)or8 

William  W.  David*  . . . . 
Turner  J.  Bates. 
Clareu(te  L.  C.  Atkinson 

Kossuth  A.  Mayer 

Joshua  Ratliff 

Andrew  B.  Laney* 

James  P.  J<)nes 

Andrew  W.  Hayes 

Charles  S.  Baker  

Samuel  H.  Dailey . 
William  G.  McCorve}**.. 
Lochliu  McC.  Smith 
Simeon  A.  Thomas*  .... 

Eli  Haynie 

Kineon  J.  Thomas 

Oliver  P.  Looney 

Noah  C.  Looney* 

George  W.  Jackson    . . . . 
B.  Dixon  Anustrong*  . . . 

John  S.  Windham 

Andrew  J.  Batcheler 

Elias  A.  Brown 

John  M.  DeCotts 

Thomas  A.  Dillard 

Francis  M.  Purifoy* 

Aimer  J.  Nolen 

James  T.  Greene        

Hezekiah  S.  Thornton*.. 

WintieldS.  Phillips 

Francis  A.  Tate 

William  H.  Vinson 


W. 
.J. 
W. 

w. 
w. 
w. 
w. 

.S. 

w. 
w. 
.s. 
w. 
w. 
w. 
.J. 
w. 
w. 
w. 
s. 
w. 
w. 
w. 
s. 
w. 
w. 
w. 
w. 
w. 

.8. 

w. 

.s. 

.8. 

.J. 

w. 

w. 

s. 

.J. 

w. 

w. 

.J. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

.s. 

.J. 

w. 

w. 

w. 

.J. 

w. 

.J. 


M. 

w. 

M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
W. 
W. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
W. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
W. 
M. 
W. 
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No.     197  Hillabee George  W.  McElhiney  . .  W.  M. 

198  Caledonia Daniel  J.  Hartzoge* W.  M. 

199  Kiligee Nathan  Landers W.  M. 

20()  Sylacauga Wiley  O.  Horton S.  W. 

201  LaPine Alpha  Champion* W.  M. 

(  Edward  T.  Clark W.  M. 

208  Alexandria    \  Andrew  J.  Donthit* S.  W. 

(  Thomas  O.  Jones* J.  W. 

209  Marshall        William  L.  Thomason . . .  W.  M. 

i  Charles  L.  Gnice* W.  M. 
Charles  H.  Bishop S.  W. 
Benjamin  F.  Long J.  W. 

211  York Joseph  A.  Goodwin W.  M. 

212  Putnam Joseph  H.  Mooty W.  M. 

214    CaiTollton William  G.  Robertson  . .  W.  M. 

219    Lineville Bhnrrell  A.  Stephens    . .  J.  W. 

221     Tensaw    Marion  Bryars W.  M. 

224  Npwt^^n                       i  William  H.  Yarbrongh    W.  M. 
z-4    JNewton  -j  Leslie  P.  Lathran* S.  W. 

(  Christopher  M.  Capel*  . .  W.  M. 

225  Louisville ]  William  D.  McDonald. . .  .S.  W. 

(  Van  T.  Baxter J.  W. 

227  James  Penn Augustus  S.  Clarke*  . . .  W.  M. 

228  Dallas Samuel  B.  Gaston* W.  M. 

280  Bexar .  John  Arnold        W.  M. 

231  Duck  Springs    . .   . .  Francis  M.  Tabor W.  M. 

233  Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett W.  M. 

i  George  E.  Christopher  . .  W.  M. 
236    Gadsden ]  Benjamin  F.  Pope* S.  W. 

(  James  A.  Bilbro* J.  W. 

238    Fairmount    Augustus  W.  Deans W.  M. 

(  James  P.  Arant W.  M. 

242  Coosa -  Thomas  A.  Wall S.  W. 

( Isaac  C.  Hall* J.  W. 

243  Ramah  George  S.  Tumipseed . . .  W.  M. 

245  John  Payne Jephtha  Seay    W.  M. 

o^n    xT«,«^o««  S  Richard  D.  Windham. . .  W.  M. 

246  Hamson j  William  B.  Darby S.  W. 

(  James  D.  Truss W.  M. 

247  Seddon ]  Daniel  H.  Carpenter S.  W. 

(  Henry  G.  Crump J.  W. 

ntu\  A  «>««^                        S  Peyton  C.  Dennis .            W.  M. 

^    A°^*^^ /  Benjamin  F.  Higgins    . .  S.  W. 

251    Camp  Creek Julius  M.  Baxter* W.  M. 

253    Rose  Hill    James  L.  Straughn*.   . .  .W.  M. 

256  Gaylesville William  G.  Daniel*.     .  W.  M. 

257  Ervin John  J.  Steadman W.  M. 


o«i     T«oii«^««o  J  George  A.  Joiner* W.  M. 

261     Talladega  ^  William  A.  Rhodes*. . .   .S.  W. 

j  Edmund  T.  King W.  M. 

(  James  R.  Norris* S.  W. 


nao    Tur4.  r>i  «  «  4.  S  Edmuud  T.  King W.  M. 

266    Mt.  Pleasant i  r „  t>   xr :!«  o  tkt 


•Proxies. 
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No.    270    Forest  Home William  H.  Shanks J.  W. 

272  Arlingtou  . .                 Benjauiin  E.  DeVami  . . .  W.  M. 

275  Frankford James  M.  Kimbrongh. .  .W.  M. 

276  Bullock    Mansfield  R.  Gilchrist  . .  W.  M. 

osjn  c*>«;«^r;ii»                 S  Edward  M.  McClendon.  .W.  M. 

280  Spnngville    ]  Basil  M.  Hill* S.  W. 

281  Charles  Baskerville    Thomas  C.  Morton W.  M. 

IM    (ieorif iiina  3  Rol>ert;  S.  Pilley W .  M. 

M.i    GeorKiana -^  j^^^^^^  g  Ellison* 8.  W. 

286    Walker Thomas  J.  Callahan* . . . .  W.  M. 

987  riintoTi                       3  «^^^"  ^-  Lewis                  W.  M. 

-8<    Umton <  William  A.  Arnold*    ....S.  W. 

290  Gillespie Freeman  y.  Jenkins.   . .  W.  M. 

oin     TT/^^f  n^^vui^-  S  J.  F.  Hattemer* W.  M. 

291  Fort  Deposit ^  William  Hairston S.  W. 

om     \T^^^^  \  Ezekiel  B.  Lovelace W.  M. 

^^     N^^"« I  Jno,  E.  Finley* S.  W. 

304  Winfield Elisha  Vickery        W.  M. 

305  Central  City  Francis  L.  Pettns*    W.  M. 

821    Pleasant  Hill  .     ...     James  J.  Coats* W.  M. 

323  Holly  Grove James  N.  Walker W.  M. 

324  Viola John  M.  Fendley W.  M. 

834    Oliver John  S.  Hinson* W.  M. 

387    Johnson William  M.  Nichols 8.  W. 

838    Georgiana  Davis. . .     Zachariah  R.  Day W.  M. 

340    aear  Creek Benjamin  R.  C.  Harper.  W.  M. 

344  Hamilton William  C.  Davis....        J.  W. 

345  Echo John  E.  Collins* W.  M. 

:J48    Bienville Palmer  J.  Pillans* W.  M. 

349    Ozark John  E.  Z.  Riley        8.  W. 

3-»l  Wilson  WilliRins      3  Charles  W.  Hancock  . .  W.  M. 

d.)i  Wilson   Williams. . .  ^  ^^^.^^.^  jj    Buchanan*. . .  .8.  W. 

353  Rock  Mills  William  M.  Allison W.  M. 

354  Heaton Thomas  J.  Thomason 

355  Van  Bnren M.  Crump 8.  W. 

Q-/.     Aouio^.i  S  Robert  W.  Manning* W.  M. 

d.)b    Asniana -^  Joseph  A.  White 8.  W. 

357  Rutledge M.  W.  Rushton* W.  M. 

358  Barlxmr John  D.  Bloitker W.  M. 

3«3    Chester David  B.  Thompson W,  M. 

3H5    Houston Thomas  C  Gibson 8.  W. 

308    Piedmont  Fraternal    Thomas  P.  Savage J.  W. 

373    Bells  Landing William  M.  flestle W.  M. 

375    Gainesville Edward  N.  Kring 8.  W. 

377    Lake  City Henry  P.  Miller W.  M. 

370    Robert  E  Lee David  (\  Minis W.  M. 

:W0    Ohatchee Eli  D.   Meherg W.  M. 

I  Lew  Lazarus* W.  M. 

:^m  Birm'ham  Fraternal  ■}  Walter  W.  Ransom        .  .a  W. 

(  Daniel  A.  Greene J.  W. 

_3H4    Trinity ( 'harles T.  Bnrt J.  W. 
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No.    888    Newberg        Andrew  J.  Barnett* W.  M. 

391     North  Border William  J.  Dupree  W.  M. 

i  George  M.  D.  Lowrey. . .  W.  M. 
304    Valley  Head ]  George  H.  Moss* S.  W. 

f  Jesse  Barnard*     J.  W. 

896    FalkvUle William  H.  Jnukins W.  M. 

398    Hartselle Robert  Sobotka        W.  M. 

4()2    Green  Hill Henry  A.  Killen J.  W. 

4()4    Grady William  S.  Tucker W.  M. 

Aiui    n^^«  S  Robert  L.  Harris     W.  M. 

^^    ^^™ /JohnOHara* S.  W. 

I  William  G.  Atkinson*. . .  W.  M. 
411    Jemison         ^  James  A.  Skaggs S.  W. 

(  Allen  J.  Atkinson J.  W. 

41 '>    AmhPrsnn                   i  William  H.  Bumett        .W.  M. 
41-    Amoerson ]  William  T.  Clark 8.  W. 

419    Hilton James  L.  Wright W.  M. 

42()    Broometown Miles  A.  Mosely* W.  M. 

(  Charles  J.  Brown* W.  M. 

421  Cullman  Fraternal.  -  Robert  J.  Fuller* S.  W. 

(  Charles  A.  Owen* J.  W. 

422  Short^rville Henry  T.  Miller S.  W. 

Ao'i    m^^f.^^  S  James  M.    Stanfield* W.  M. 

423  Clanton     j  j^^^  ^    Stanfield* S.  W. 

425    Temple    James  O.  Bailey W.  M. 

4S0    Alhfirtvilp  3  -^^^  Ray*  W.  M. 

4rfu    Aioertviie     ^  William  M.  Coleman ....  J.  W. 

432    Steele's  Station John  P.  Russell W.  M. 

4^^3    Branchville   Cordelius  M.  Simpson        S.  W. 

434     Andalnsia  3  ^^^  ^'  ^^^^ W.  M. 

4J54    Anoamsia ^  Walter  J.  Henr>'* S.  W. 

Aor    TAfo^^  j  John  T.  Adcock W.  M. 

430     ware ^  j^^^  j^    Allen*  S.  W. 

437  Fort  Payne  .   .     .   .     William  T.   Fuller..     .  W.  M. 

d*^M    TT^o/ii«r.;i  i  Drury  W.  Smith W.  M. 

438  Headland j  William  H.  Williams*. .  .S.  W. 

439  Mt.   Vernon J.  Mabry  Pridgen W.  M. 

440  FoTOPv                        Joseph  K.  Neyman*  ..   ..S.  W. 
44U    i?ome} -^  John  K.  Abemathy J.  W. 

443    Anniston George  A.  Clipper* W.  M. 

447  Taylor John  J     Collins W.  M. 

448  Coalburg William  Askew W.  M. 

(  Robert  F.  Lovelady W.  M. 

450    Florida ]  Thomas  H.  Moore* S.  W. 

(  John  R.  Hembree* J.  W. 

4f>l    Seale William  J.  Boykin S.  W. 

454  Lee  Jacob  Cahn W.  M. 

455  Beulah William  M.  Bass W.  M. 

458    Bessemer John  T.  McEwing*     . .     W.  M. 

i  Archibald  W.  Miller. . . . W.  M 

*•      460    King  Solomon -^  Ben  M.  Jacobs* S.  W. 

I  E.  A-  Wright* J.  W. 

^Proxies. 
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[18&6 


No. 


4<n  Ben  SiiiiH . 

4<i3  Addison 

4VA  Haley ville. 

4fW)  Oakman 


4Wi  Dothan 

407  Keimwly 

408  Bethany... 

471  Mt.  Willing 


474    BlcH^ton 


475 

I  i 


DeatBville. 
Renfroe... 


478    Onin 


479 

48<) 

4H1 
4Kt> 
483 
48(( 
487 
488 
489 
490 
492 
49") 
490 
497 
49S 
5(M) 
501 
508 


Rock  SprinKH 
£^t  Lake 


LoiniHt  Fork 

MilliK)rt  . . 

Davis  Fraternal  . . . 

Cedar  Bhiff 

Ronnd  Mountain . . . 

Luverne    

Bnmt  Com 

Mahan         

Wylam 

Mt.  Pinson 

Bremen  . . 

Sunny  South 

Bay  Minette 

Logan  

Delmar 

Sheffield 


5(»4    Midland  CMty 


5<K) 

508 

510 

511 
514 
515 

roxlt*. 


Iroudale 

Mt.  Signal 

Wilson vi lie  . . . 

Johns 

C\)ttonw(MKl 

James  D.  Truss 


William  A.  Brailford     .  8.  W. 

Franklin  O.  Burdick W.  M. 

Andrew  Mitchell W.  M. 

S  William  T.  Hutto W  M. 

'(  Wilson  Shepj>erd  . . . .  S.  W. 
\  William  J.  Baxley  . . . . W.  M. 
>  Matthew  H.  Jones*.  ..  a  W. 

(ieorge  J.  C^)llins W.  M 

J  Daniel  W.  Robinson  . .  .W.  M. 

Mohn  A.  Mav S.  W 

i  James  C.  WcxkI W.  M" 

f  Joseph  D  Poole S.  W 

(  George  B.  Bainbridge*.  .W.  M. 

i  Jm^obM.  Rav S.  W 

/  Sjim  Hartlev* J.  W. 

i  Millanl  F.  Berr}- W.  M. 

)  William  M.  Nixon* S.  W, 

3  All)ert  G.  Sims W.  M. 

i  Marion    H.  Sims* J.   W. 

\  James  M.  Springfield*.  .W.  M. 
If  Walter  H.    Matthews*..  S.  W. 

George  W.  Newman     .  W.  M 

\  Ransom  D.  Jeflfcoat* W.  M. 

)  John  H.  Fin(^h* S.  W. 

Joseph  C.  Tidwell*  . .   .  W.  M. 

Lewis  C.  Blakeny S.  W. 

Daniel  M.  Davis W.  M. 

William  A.  Barker W.  M. 

Jam^s  P.  Knight* W.  M. 

Charles  R    Bricken S.  W. 

Fielding  S.  Daily        . . . .  W.  M. 

Jamt^s  M.  Mc<*uffey* W.  M. 

Robert  King^ W.  M. 

Thomas  T.  Taylor V^  M. 

Erasnms  Tucker . .  W.  M. 

Solomon  L.  Strickland.. W.  M. 

Da\nd  C.  Byrne W.  M. 

Theo<loreT.  Dickinson.. W.  M, 

Sanmel  A.  Palmer* W.  M. 

Owen  K.  Cameron  ..   ..W.  M. 

3  James  R.  Levy W.  M. 

iS.  M.  C.  Howell*         ....S.  W. 

\  George  S.  Earnest W.  M. 

)  Ezra  Manring* S.  W. 

Charles  B.  Parker* W.  M. 

\  William  S.  Tinney*.  ..  W.  M. 
)  James  M.  Ray S.  W. 

James  J.  Reynolds S.  W. 

William  L   Ham W.  M. 

Asa  R.  Wyatt W.  M. 
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No.     516 


<  t 

<  t 


<< 

<  t 


<  ( 

t  < 

<  < 


518 
519 
52<) 
521 
525 
526 

527 

528 

529 
532 
535 
536 

539 


Magnolia      

Davis 

Hewitt        

W.  F.  Aldrich . . 

Gnrley 

Woodlawn    Frater'l 
J.  C.  Hacklebnrg . . . 

Middleton 

Charlton 

Brown's  X  Roads. . . 

Snlligent 

Bangor 

Spring  Hill 

Wewoka 


540    Searight 


541 

544 

545 

546 

548 


Mt.   Union 

H.  Clay  Armstrong. 

H.  C.  Tompkins 

Boaz 

Carmichael 


j  Ivey  B.  Morris 

i  William  L.  Waller*.... 

Landric  Gravit 

Jere  Fountain        

Thomas  J.  Haskins 

John  W.  Grayson* 

James  McDonald*  . .   . . 

Perry  N.  Greon        

j  Berrj'  P.  Nunnelly* 

(  John  Slmrbutt 

3  Joseph  E.  Barnes 

I  Randall  D.   Blackshire* 

Henry  A.    Ethridge 

Robert  J.  Redden* 

Matthew  T.  Richard. . . 

William  H.    Wilson  .. . 

j  John  W.  Hancock 

i  Frank  P.  Christopher* 

(  George  H.  Thigi>en 

^  William  M.   Knox*.... 

David  A.  Levy*  . .    

Charles  P.  Davis 

William  R.  Shaver* 

David  A.  Chapman 

3  Hngh  M.   Caftey 

(  George  E.   Gordon* 

David  A.  Morton 

William  H.  Johnson . . . 


.W.  M. 
..S.  W. 
.  J.  w. 
.W.  M. 
.W.M. 
.W.  M. 

W.  M. 
.W.M. 
.W.  M. 

S.  W. 
.W.  M. 
..8.  W. 

W.  M. 
.W.  M. 

W.  M. 

W.  M. 
•  W.  M. 

.  s.  w. 

.W.  M. 

..S.  W. 

..J  W. 

W.M. 

..s.  w. 

..J.  w. 
.W.  M. 
.  S.  W. 
W.  M. 
.W.  M. 


•^ProxicR. 


The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample 
Form  by  the  M.-.  W.*.  Grand  Master. 

Prayer  by  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual 
Address,  as  follows : 


GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

BMhren  of  the  Grand  Ijddgc  of  Alabama: 

With  my  heart  full  of  gratitnde  to  Almighty  God  for  his  watch- 
ful care  over  ns  during  the  past  Masonic  year,  I  welcome  you  to 
this,  our  Seventy-sixth  Annual  Communication.  As  a  supreme 
body,  with  original  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  Masonic 
legislation  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  great  responsibilities  rest 
upon  ns.     Let  us  then  be  diligent  in  ascertaining  the  duties  that 
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devolve  upon  uh,  and  cArefnl  in  enacting?  Buch  legislation  aR  will 
conduce  to  the  witlfare,  prosperity  and  happinens  of  the  Craft. 

We  have  many  reanons  to  W  thankful  to  the  Supreme  Archi- 
tect of  the  universe:  our  order  has  jyn^)wn  and  proajiered  during 
the  past  MatMmic  year:  our  inemljership  has  increased,  and  new 
Lo<lgeB  have  l>een  fomnHl.  Upon  the  whole,  the  past  year  in  this 
.iurisdiction  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  Congratulating  you.  and 
those  whom  you  represent,  upon  these  favorable  conditions,  I 
now  submit  for  your  information  and  considerati(m  the  following 
sj-nopsis  of  my  doings  as  (rrand  Master,  sinc^  our  last  Regular 
Communiciition : 

I  have  rendered  the  following 

DKCISIONS. 

(1)  That  it  was  proper  for  a  Lodge  of  Masons  to  attend  the 
funeral  sermon  of  a  deceaseil  Brother.  Imt  not  proper  to  have  the 
H'gular  funeral  ceremony  after  the  Brother  hatl  been  buried. 

(2)  That  a  Master  Masim  who  has  l>een  regularly  elected  and 
installed  and  ser\'ed  as  a  Warden  of  a  Lodge,  of  which  he  was  at 
the  time  a  meml>er,  and  afterwards  dimits  from  said  Lodge  and 
affiliates  with  another,  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter in  the  latter  L<:)dge. 

(.{)  That  when  a  dimitted  Master  Mason  submits  satisfoctory 
proof  of  the  loss  of  his  Dimit,  and  the  destruction  of  the  rei*ordfl 
of  the  Lodge  from  which  he  dimittKl,  the  Lodge  with  which  he 
applies  for  affiliation  should,  up<m  such  proof.  pro<;eed  to  act  upon 
liis  ai)i>lication  just  as  if  he  had  pnKluced  the  Dimit. 

( U  That  the  Constitutional  prohibition,  contained  in  Section 
11,  Article  (J.  of  the  Masonic  Constitution,  which  says  that  **no 
applicant  for  initiation  or  niemlH'rsliip,  whose  petition  may  have 
bcrn  re.iecte<l  liy  any  other  Tjodge.  shalllM»  initiated  or  received  a 
mcmlK^r  in  any  other  Lodge  without  the  consent  of  the  majority 
of  the  LcMlge  to  which  the  apjilicant  first  petitioned  be  obtained 
for  that  purpose*,"  iiieans.  a  majority  of  those  i)resent,  and  not  a 
majority  of  the  entire  incmlMTship  of  the  Lodge. 

i'))  That  in  the  case  of  a  Mason  susinrnded  by  his  Lodge  for  a 
(Iclinite  length  of  time,  that  after  the  expiration  of  that  period 
liis  status  as  a  member  is  restored  without  any  action  on  the  part 
<»t'  the  L<idge. 

Mil  That  after  a  T^odge  has  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  a 
I'.rotlier  for  any  otTens*'.  and  lie  luis  ser\'tHl  such  sentence,  the 


1896]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  18 

Lodge  cannot  re-consider  the  matter  and  try  him  again.  If  the 
punishment  inflicted  by  the  Lodge  was  inadequate  for  the  offense 
for  which  he  was  convicted,  an  appeal  should  have  been  taken  to 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Two  years  or  more  having  expired  since  he 
served  out  his  sentence,  the  Lodge  has  no  right  to  again  consider 
the  matter. 

(7)  That  a  Masonic  obligation  taken  by  a  party  under  an  as- 
sumed name,  is  as  binding  upon  him  as  if  taken  in  his  proper 
name. 

(9)  That  before  a  Master  Mason  is  eligible  to  the  office  of 
Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge,  he  must  have  filled  the  station  of 
Warden  by  having  been  elected  and  installed  as  such. 

(9)  That  every  Lodge  has  a  right  to  try  its  own  members  for 
offenses  committed  within  its  jurisdiction.  For  offenses  com- 
mitted without  its  jurisdiction,  either  the  Lodge  to  which  the 
Brother  belongs  or  the  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  of- 
fense was  committed,  may  try  him. 

(10)  That  a  Subordinate  Lodge  may  execute  a  mortgage  on  its 
own  property  without  the  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

(11)  That  when  an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow-Craft  Mason 
moves  into  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  other  than  the  one 
which  has  conferred  one  or  both  of  these  Degrees  upon  him,  upon 
his  applying  for  a  Dismissal  Certificate,  he  is  entitled  to  receive 
it,  if  in  good  standing.  Upon  the  presentation  of  such  Certificate 
to  any  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  then  resides,  such  Lodge 
has  authority,  if  it  deems  proper,  to  advance  him  to  the  Degree 
of  Master  Mason,  and  such  advancement  of  itself  constitutes  him 
a  member  of  this  Lodge. 

(12)  That  a  Subordinate  Lodge  has  the  right  to  re-consider  its 
action  on  any  subject,  upon  a  motion  made  by  a  Brother  who 
voted  in  the  affirmative  at  the  Communication  next  succeeding 
the  one  at  which  such  action  was  taken. 

(18)  That  when  an  applicant  for  initiation  or  membership  has 
been  rejected  by  any  Lodge,  he  cannot  be  initiated  or  received  as 
a  member  of  any  other  Lodge  without  the  consent  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  Lodge  to  which  the  applicant  first  petitioned.  It  is 
altogether  proper  that  this  consent  should  be  applied  for  and  ob- 
tained from  the  Lodge  by  whom  he  was  rejected  before  applying 
to  any  other  Lodge  for  initiation  or  membership.  The  latter 
clause  of  Section  11,  Article  6,  of  the  Constitution,  which  * 'pro- 
hibits any  Mason  from  knowingly  assisting  or  recommending  for 
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initiation  or  lueuiberHhip  to  any  Loflge  whatever  any  rejected 
applicant  who  may  not  have  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Lodge 
to  which  he  fint  petitioned,'*  Heems  to  imply  that  this  is  not  only 
the  proper  bnt  nwesnary  mode  of  procfdnre. 

(14)  That  a  Grand  Master  has  no  rijy^ht  to  grant  a  Dispensa- 
tion to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  in  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master 
whilst  either  the  S^'nior  Warden  s  or  Junior  Warden's  station  is 
filled  by  a  duly  elected  and  installeil  officer. 

(15)  That  any  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land  is  nn-Masonic, 
and  if  a  Mason  violates  snch  law.  in  selling  bitters  or  anything 
else  at  a  plac^e  where  thf>  law  prohibits  it,  he  would  be  guilty  of 
a  Mastmic  offense.  But  how  strong  cider  must  be,  or  how  much 
jilcohol  a  gripi)e  cure  or  any  other  bitters  must  contain,  before 
tliey  would  fall  under  the  prohibition  of  the  law,  is  a  question  of 
fiu^t  that  a  Lodge  or  jury  would  Iw  more  apt  to  determine  cor- 
rectly than  1  can. 

(Ui)  That  any  Sul)ordinate  Lmlge.  by  consent  of  all  parties 
(•oncemed,  may  confer  one  or  all  the  Degrees  of  Masonr}*  for  an- 
other Lodge,  and  in  such  ca**e  the  meml>ership  of  the  person  so 
initiated  or  advanc^ed  would  Iw  in  the  Lodge  for  which  the  work 
wjis  done,  and  the  fees  would  belong  to  it. 

(17)  That  a  profane  residing  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
LcMlge  cannot  be  mad»Mi  Ma^on  in  a  foreign  Jurisiliction,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Lodge  within  whose  Jurisiliction  he  resides 
lijiviug  first  l»een  obtained. 

(IH)  That  Mjisters  of  SulK>rdinate  Lcnlges  cannot  i)ermit  the 
]Mrml)f*rs  to  vouch  for  visiting  Brethren  unless  they  have  set  in 
a  L(Mlge  with  them. 

(Ill)  That  th(^  ruling  of  Past  (irand  Master  Pettus,  **That  it 
was  not  i)roi)er  that  Masonic  ceremonies  should  be  iierformed 
ovtT  the  grav«'  of  a  dead  Mason  after  his  interment."  having  been 
ailopteil  by  the  (irand  Lodge,  is  the  Masonic  law  on  this  subject 

fliO)  That  any  Mason  who  is  a  tippler  and  a  profane  swearer. 
and  who  captiously  prevents  any  Minister  of  the  (s^ospel  from 
atliliation  with  the  Linlgc  of  which  he  is  a  memlter.  simply  be- 
('aus«'  he  is  such,  is  guilty  of  un  iMasonic  ccmduct  and  should  be 
tlralt  with  by  his  L<Mlg«». 

(1^1)  That  no  1)allot  on  a  iM'tition  for  initiation  can  lie  taken 
uTitil  tho  expiration  of  on^^  month  from  the  time  of  filing  the  pe- 
tition. 
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(22)  That  a  Brother  indefinitely  suspended  can  be  restored  to 
the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry  while  under  snch  sentence 
by  the  two-thirds  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Lodge,  and  snch  re-instatement  restores  to  membership  as  well 
as  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

(23)  That  the  death  of  a  Brother  pending  an  appeal  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  from  the  action  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge,  abates 
the  proceeding.  If,  however,  prior  to  his  death  an  appeal  had  in 
fact  been  taken  from  the  Subordinate  Lodge,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Subordinate  Lodge  should  forward  the  papers  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  in  order  that  an  entry  of  the  abatement  of  the  proceeding 
should  there  be  made. 

(24)  That  charges  and  si>ecifications  of  un-Masonic  conduct 
against  a  Master  Mason,  when  preferred  in  writing  and  signed 
by  the  Brother  making  them,  and  duly  filed  with  the  Lodge,  is 
sufficient  to  authorize  the  Brother  complained  of  to  be  put  xrpon 
his  trial.  In  other  words,  one  Master  Mason  may  prefer  charges 
against  another,  and  if  these  charges  are  in  proper  form  and  in- 
volve un-Masonic  conduct,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  to  proceed 
as  required  by  Article  7  of  the  Constitution. 

(25)  That  a  profane  may  present  his  petition  for  initiation  to 
the  Lodge  of  his  choic-e.  though  he  resides  in  the  Jurisdiction  of 
another  Lodge,  and  the  Lodge  receiving  such  petition  and  con- 
ferring a  Degree  or  Degrees  without  obtaining  the  information 
re(iuired  by  Article  6,  Section  13,  of  the  Constitution,  is  liable  to 
the  Lodge  having  jurisdiction,  for  the  fees. 

(20)  That  a  Worshipful  Master  has  a  right  to  call  a  Special 
Commnnication  of  his  Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  De- 
grees upon  candidates  whose  petitions  have  been  favorably  acted 
upon  at  a  Regular  Communication,  provided  sufficient  notice  of 
the  time  and  object  of  the  meeting  ^hall  be  given. 

SPECIAL   DISPENSATIONS. 

(1)  On  December  8th.  1895, 1  granted  Spec^ial  Dispensation  to 
Eastaboga  Lodge,  No.  1 55,  whose  charter  was  forfeited  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  to  re-organize  and  continue  work  until  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Grand  Lodge  ;  said  Lodge  having  paid  all  its  dues  to 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

(2)  On  December  nth,  1895,  I  granted  Special  Dispensation 
to  Bolivar  Lodge,  No.  127,  to  confer  the  Master  Mason's  Degree 
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on  Brother  Alet!  Van^ht,   good   and   Hufficient   reasons  havinK 
l)een  shown  to  me. 

(IJ)  On  Det^eniber  'Mnt,  IHDo.  I  granted  Spetnal  DiHi>enflation  to 
Onrley  Lodge.  No.  521.  anthorizing  it  to  meet  regnlarly  nntil 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Loilge.  the  Hall,  Charter  and 
paraphernalia  and  all  the  furnitnre  l)elongiug  to  said  Lodge 
having  l)een  consnmed  y)y  fire  a  few  days  before  that  time. 

(4)  On  January  8th.  18(Ki.  I  granted  Special  Dispensation  to 
Lozahatchee  Lodge,  No.  547,  to  confer  the  Fellow-craft  and  Mas- 
ter Ma.son'8  Degrees  npon  Brothers  Claybnm  A.  and  Thomas  M. 
Sharp,  on  the  (Krcasion  of  the  Calhoun  County  Conference,  which 
met  with  said  Lodge,  on  Jan.  ir»th.  iHOft. 

(5)  On  February  (tth,  ISlNt.  I  granted  Siiecial  Dispensation  to 
Davis  Lodge,  No.  olH.  to  elect  a  Senior  Warden,  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons  having  lieen  shown  therefor. 

((5)  On  February-  20th,  iHOfi,  I  granted  Special  Dispensation  to 
Searight  Lodge,  No.  r>4().  to  confer  all  the  Degrees,  daring  the 
visit  of  Grand  Lec*turer  A.  M.  Scott,  uix)n  such  candidate  as 
said  Lodge  and  said  Grand  Lecturer  should  deem  worthy  to  re- 
(•♦'ive  same. 

((»)  On  March  12th,  1HSM»,  I  grant-ed  Special  Dispensation  to 
ScottHl)on)  L(Hlg«».  No.  .'^">.  to  initiate  W.  S.  Bridges  uix>n  condi- 
tion that  the  Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master.  J.  A. 
Bilbro,  was  present,  and  const^nted  and  assisted  in  the  same. 

(S)  On  May  20th,  IWMJ.  I  giimted  Special  Dispensation  to 
Ijouisville  L(Hlg«»,  No.  1*25  to  confer  the  Master's  Degree  upon 
Brother  A.  Berlin,  on  the  (K>(*asi()n  of  the  County  Conference  of 
Barl)our  County  witli  sjiid  LtMlge. 

(»)  On  July  Ist.  iWMi.  I  grante<l  Sjiecial  Disi)eusation  to  Syl- 
lacauga  Lcxlge,  No.  20(».  tn  raise  Brother  F.  C.  Seady,  a  Fellow- 
craft  Muson.  to  the  sublime  Degree  of  Master  Mason,  it  being 
t)ieo<'casion  of  tlie  County  Conference  of  Talladega  county. 

(U))  On  July  2mh.  IKMi.  I  granted  Special  Dispensation  to 
Almond  LcKlge,  No.  r)2.'{,  to  ele<*t  a  Senior  Warden  to  fill  a  vacan- 
cy causeil  bv  death. 

(11)  On  August  :Jnl.  IMMJ,  I  granted  Si>e<*ial    Dispensation  to 
Klba  L<Mlge,  Ncl  170.  to  confer  the  Master  Mason's  Degree  npon 
Brother  A.  B.   Metcalf,  without    waiting    for  the  nsnal  delay. 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  liaving  been  shown  therefor. 

(12)  On  August  4th,  ISDO,  I  grantetl  S])ecial  Dispenaation  to 
( f  (»neva  Lo<lge.  No.  121K   to  confer  the  Fellow -Craft  and  Master 
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Mason's  Degrees  upon  three  candidates  without  waiting  for  the 
usual  delay,  under  the  supervision  and  direction  of  Brother  A. 
M.  Scott,  of  the  Committee  on  Work. 

(13)  On  August  10th,  1896,  I  granted  Si)ecial  Dispensation  to 
Pleasant  Hill  Lodge,  No.  321,  to  confer  the  Master  Mason's  De- 
gree, without  waiting  for  the  usual  delay,  good  and  sufficient 
grounds  having  been  shown  therefor. 

(14)  On  August  26th.  1806,  I  granted  Special  Dispensation  to 
Dale  Lodge,  No.  250,  to  ballot  and  confer  the  Fellow-Craft  and 
Master  Mason's  Degrees  upon  Brother  J.  McDowell,  good  and 
sufficient  reasons  having  been  shown  therefor. 

DISPENSATIONS  FOR  NEW  LODGES. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  for  the  formation  of  the 
following   new  Lodges  during  the  past  Masonic  year: 

On  December  4th,  1895,  to  Brother  Hezekiah  G.  Earnest  and 
six  others,  to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Piedmont,  Calhoun  County,  to 
be  known  as  Lozahatchee  Lodge,  No.  547. 

On  April  15th,  1896,  to  Brother  William  Henry  Johnson  and 
seven  others  to  organize  a  Lodge  at  Enterprise,  Coffee  county,  to 
be  known  as  Carmichael  Lodge,  No.  548. 

REMOVAL    OF  LODGES. 

Special  Dispensations  have  been  issued  for  the  removal  of  the 
following  Lodges,  good  cause  having  been  shown,  and  the  law 
complied  with  in  each  case: 

Chas.  Baskerville  Lodge,  No.  281 ,  to  remove  from  its  present 
site  to  point  one  mile  distant,  to  the  new  town  of  Fayette,  Ala . 

Mayhan  Lodge,  No.  490,  to  remove  to  Howard's  Chapel. 

Winston  Star  Lodge,  No.  436,  to  remove  to  Clear  Creek  Falls. 

Pond  Town  Lodge,  No.  409,  to  remove  to  Hartford. 

Lebanon  Lodge,  No.  484,  to  remove  its  Lodge  room  from  its 
present  site  to  Lecta. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Upon  proper  application  and  for  good  reasons  shown.  Special 
Dispensations  were  granted  to  the  following  Lodges  to  elect  offi- 
cers, at  another  than  the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution: 

Hendricks  Lodge,  No.  162. 

Quitman  Lodge,  No.  254. 

Madison  Station  Lodge,  No.  293. 

Havana  Lodge,  No.  123. 
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Milo  Abenrrombie  Lod^e,  No.  4:29. 
Hopewell  Lodge.  No.  193. 
St.  Albans  Lodge,  No.  1>1 
Cotaco  Lodge,  No.  ims. 
Mt.  Hilliard  Lodge,  No.  \H\). 
Penick  Lodge,  No.  1»>1. 
Chambers  Lodge,  No.  1 4U. 
Warrenton  Lodge,  No.  33<» 
Sylvan  Lodge,  No.  111. 
Chandler  Lodge,  No.  :«J7. 
Hillsboro  Lodge,  No.  lOK. 

CHAU(;ES   AiJAINST   MASTKHS. 

(1)  In  the  matter  of  the  charges  preferred  against  Brother 
Elijah  D.  Elrod,  Worshipful  Master  of  Broonitown  Lodge,  No. 
42<),  which  was  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Address,  after  a 
carefnl  examination  of  the  se<'ond  reiwrt  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  same.  I  was  left  in  grave  donbt  as  to 
whether  or  not  Brother  Elnxl  was  actuated  by  any  improi>er 
motive  in  the  ruling  mmle  by  him.  which  was  the  subject  of  the 
charge,  and  giving  him  the  benetit  of  the  doubt,  I  did  not  sus- 
pend him. 

(2)  On  the  2(»th  of  NovemlK^r.  lHtw>,  I  received  from  the  con- 
stitutional numtwr  of  the  memU'rs  of  Blm^ton  Lodge,  No.  474.  a 
comnmnication  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  preferring  charge 
against  Brother  James  T.  Reed.  Worshipful  Master  of  said  Lodge. 
whereui)on  I  appointed  A.  W.  Hayes,  W.  M.  of  Coldwater  Lodge, 
No.  148..  J.  C.  Hi<-kH,  Past  Master  of  (Charity  Lodge.  No.  »21. 
and  Thomas  J.  Hasking.  Past  Master  of  W.  F.  Aldrich  Lodge. 
No.  'yjf),  to  investigate*  into  the  nature  of  the  charges  and  report 
to  me.  I  fumisheil  the  committee  a  (-opy  of  the  charges  and  ad- 
dressed to  them  the  following  letter,  to-wit: 

Ukkthkkn: 

Jas.  T.  Reed,  W.  M.  of  Blocton  Lodge,  No.  474,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.. 
having  lieen  imi>eached  before  me  by  five  members  of  his  Lodge, 
a.s  sliown  by  articles  of  impeachment  hereto  attac^hed,  yon  are 
hereby  dire<'t»*d  to  investigate  into  the  nature  of  the  charges,  and 
rejiort  to  me  or  my  successor  in  oftice  the  result  of  your  iuveflti- 
;;ation  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  The  charges  pre- 
ferred are  of  a  very  grave  and  serious  character,  and  if  true,  con- 
stitute an  outrageous  oifense  against  1x>th  moral  and  Masonic 
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law.  If  nntnie,  it  is  dne  Brother  Reed  that  the  facts  should  be 
made  known  at  once.  I  am  qaite  snre  that  yonr  zeal  for  Masonry, 
and  earnest  desire  to  preserve  its  pnrity  and  good  name,  will  in- 
cite yon  to  diligent  promptness  in  the  investigation  of  this  mat- 
ter. Yonrs  fraternally, 
(Signed.)  Geo.  P.  Harrison, 

Grand  Master. 

DISTRICT  MASONIC    LECTURERS. 

On  January  20th,  I  appointed  Brother  H.  G.  Earnest,  Masonic 
Lecturer  for  the  Seventh  and  Ninth  Masonic  Districts  of  Ala- 
bama. 

COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden,  R.  M.  Cunningham, 
having,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  tendered  to  me 
his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  to  take 
effect  on  the  appointment  of  his  successor,  I  accepted  the  same 
on  the  24th  of  November,  1896,  and  appointed  as  his  successor. 
Brother  W.  A.  Arnold. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

On  Febniary  li(>th,  I  appointed  R. '.  W. '.  Brother  Frederick  G. 
Styles,  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  near 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  a  vacancy  having  been  crea- 
ted by  the  death  of  former  Representative  R.  *.  W.  *.  Dwight  R. 
Adams. 

On  Septeml)er  19th,  I  appointed  Brother  J.  H.  Westerfield,  of 
Springfield,  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama 
near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  having  received  notice  of  the 
death  of  Brother  J.  M.  Pinnell,  our  former  Representative. 

On  Noveml)er  17th,  being  notified  of  the  death  of  Brother  Jas. 
W.  Chadduck,  our  Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ne- 
braska, I  appointed  Brother  Thornton  B.  Myers,  of  David  City, 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  near  that  of 
Nebraska. 

On  November  18th,  having  received  notice  of  the  death  of  R.  *. 
W.  •.  Daniel  T.  Walden,  our  Representative  near  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  I  appointed  W.  *.  Brother  Chas.  P.  Lyon, 
of  Rochester,  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama 
near  that  of  New  York. 
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I  Imve  Teceiv€Hi  notiw  of  the  apx)ointinent  of  Grand  Represent- 
atives, of  the  Grand  Lodges  named  below,  near  the  Crmnd 
IxMlfre  of  Alabama: 

W. '.  Brother  Daniel  Smith,  Vermont. 

W.  •.  Brother  Wm.  S.  Foster.  British  Oolumliia. 

LAYINC;  COKNKU  STONKS. 

On  Febniar>' 2<>th.  I  appointed  Brother  Le  wisBlot'h,  W.  M. 
Montgomery  Lodge,  Xo.  11.  my  Special  Deputy  to  lay  the  Comer 
Stone  of  the  Church  of  the  Annunciation  at  Highland  Park, 
which  I  am  informed  was  properly  and  liecomingly  done,  in  the 
]»re8ence  of  a  large  concourse  of  people. 

On  ()ctol)er  10th.  I.  with  the  asHistunce  of  Lee  Loilge,  No.  454, 
and  representative H  of  a  number  of  other  Su Inordinate  Lod|;:e8. 
lai<l  the  Comer  Stone  of  the  new  Court  House  of  Le«»  County  at 
( )i)clika,  Alalmma,  in  Ample  Form. 

On  Octol)er  12th,  I  apix)inted  Brother  Travis  W.  Straugh,  W. 
M.  Rose  Hill  Lodge,  No.  251?,  as  my  SptH'ial  Deputy,  to  lay  the 
Comer  Stone  of  the  new  Court  House  of  Covington  County,  at 
Andalusia,  on  the  14th  of  Octol)er.  IHJMi,  which  I  am  officially 
advised  was  well  done. 

nkckoj-.(x;y. 

Tliough  many  blessings  and  successes  have  attendeil  our  pro- 
grf'SH  during  the  past  y(»ar,  the  blackwingetl  Angel  of  Death  hai* 
hovered  al)ove  the  Brotherhood  of  our  own  and  sister  JuriBdic- 
tions. 

The  i»ortals  of  our  Grand  Lo<lge  have  lM»en  invaded  and  a  num- 
Iht  of  our  loved  ones  "have  lK»f»n  called  uj)  higher.*' 

Samuel  K.  McSimdden.  Past  Ma.ster  of  Sam  Dixon  Lodge.  No. 
iis.  died  at  his  home  in  (N»ntre,  on  the  :>nl  day  of  May,  IHlNl.  aged 
seven tv- three  vears. 

Daniel  Smith.  Past  Master  of  Howard  I-iodge,  No.  IM).  die<l  at 
liis  home  in  Mobile,  May  2(»th,  ISJMi.  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Harry  A.  Lowe.  W.  M.  of  Athelstan  L(Mlge,  No.  3«n,  and  Henior 
(i rand  Steward  of  this  Bo<ly.  died  June  l>nd,  181W,  aged  thirty- 
♦  ight  years.  Trusting  that  he  is  now  at  refreshment  in  the 
( irand  Lmlge  above,  we  can  Imt  feel  sjid  at  his  loss  to  us. 

Many  of  our  sister  (irand  .Turis<li<*tions  have  l)een  called  npon 
to  surrender  some  of  their  choicest  jewels  to  the  relentlew  ty- 
rant.    Among  them  are  the  following: 
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M.  *.  W.  •.  George  Enoch  Dowling,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  died  at  his  home  at  Montagne  on 
March  30th,  1896. 

M.  •.  W.  •.  John  E.  Jones,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Nevada,  died 
in  San  Francisco  on  April  10th,  liS96. 

M.  •.  W.  *.  Michael  Nisbet,  Grand  Secretary  and  Past  Grand 
Master  of  Pennsylvania,  died  May  7th,  1896.  His  Brethren  say 
of  him:  "His  sterling  qualities  as  a  man  and  a  Mason  endeared 
him  to  all  who  knew  him.  We  recognized  his  worth  during  life, 
and  in  death  we  mourn  his  loss  " 

M.  *.  W.  *.  Edward  B.  Rowe,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Connecticut, 
died  in  the  City  of  Boston,  June  Ist,  1896. 

M.  ■.  W.  •.  Asa  H.  Battin,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ohio,  died  June  3rd,  1896,  at  Steubenville. 

M. '.  W.  •.  Joseph  M.  Anderson,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Ten- 
nessee, died  July  14th,  1896. 

M.  •.  W.  •.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Kansas,  died 
at  his  home  in  Ellsworth,  Kan.,  on  July  19th,  1896. 

R.  *.  W. '.  Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs,  Past  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
M.  •.  W.  *.  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Prince  Edward  Island, 
died  at  his  home  on  Sunday,  August  16th,  1896. 

GRAND  LODGE  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  Committee,  consisting  of  the  R.  *.  W. '.  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  the  R. '.  W.  *.  Grand  Secretary  and  myself,  who  had  here- 
tofore been  given  full  power  and  authority  to  invest  the  Trust 
Fund  at  any  time  the  said  Fund  or  any  part  thereof,  in  such 
property  or  properties  as  in  their  judgment  would  be  to  the  best 
interest  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  did,  on  the  6th  day  of  January  last, 
purchase  from  H.  L.  and  John  D.  Roquemore,  of  Montgomery,  a 
lot  on  the  Southwest  corner  of  Perry  and  Washington  Streets, 
situated  in  the  City  of  Montgomery,  and  fronting  112  feet  on 
Perry  and  running  back  150  feet  on  Washington  Street,  for  which 
we  paid  the  sum  of  19,750.  The  funds  used  for  this  purpose  con- 
sisted of  $75  in  currency,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  nine 
Alabama  Class  A  Bonds  of  $1,000  each,  for  which  we  received 
the  sum  of  $9,675.  It  was  the  purpose  of  your  Committee  in 
purchasing  this  lot  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  erection  of  a  Masonic 
Temple  thereon,  and,  with  this  end  in  view,  we  selected  a  plan 
and  advertised  for  bids  soon  after  the  purchase  of  the  lot.  In 
the  early  summer  of  the  present  year  we  opened  these  bids,  and 
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would  have  accepted  one,  and  have  proceeded  to  the  erection  of 
said  bailding,  bnt  for  the  fact  that  Alalmma  Bonds,  of  which  our 
TmHt  Fnnd  consists,  had  so  greatly  deprei'iate*!  in  value  that  we 
tliouffht  it  unwise  to  proceed  further  in  the  matter  until  these 
securities  should  again  at  le^wt  approximate  what  we  cK>nceiveil 
to  be  their  true  value.  Their  price  has  recrently  enhanced  in  the 
markets  of  the  ('ountry,  and  1  sincerely  trust  will  soon  reach  a 
point  where  mj*  successor  and  his  associates  on  the  Committee 
will  deem  it  proper  to  proceed  to  the  erection  of  a  Temple  on  the 
lot  purchased  for  the  puri)ose. 

WASHINGTON   MKMOKIAL  OHSKKVANCES  AND  MOUNT  VEKNON. 

In  my  last  Annual  Address  I  had  occasion  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  a  communication  relative  to  a  proiM)sed  "Memorial  Ob- 
servance of  the  Centennial  of  the  Death  of  Worshipful  Brother 
(ieorge  Washington,"  to  which  matter  I  again  beg  to  call  your 
attention.  In  this  conne<^tion  I  would  also  remind  the  Masons  of 
Alal)ama  of  the  no])le  work  which  has  l>een  and  is  now  being 
done  by  the  "Mount  Vorncm  Ladies'  AssiK-iation  of  the  Union,'' 
relative  to  the  restoration  and  i)rescrvation  of  the  l)eautif ul  home 
and  sacred  grave  of  our  depart(Hl  Brother,  (m  the  l)ank  of  the 
Potoma(\  These  noble  ladies  arc  striving  to  obtain  an  Endow- 
ment Fund  for  Mount  Vernon,  with  the  view  that  the  interest 
thereon  shall  l)e  sufficient  to  defray  all  expenses.  The  Fund  so 
far  has  ])een  obtaineil  by  individual  sul)s<*riptions  and  the  en- 
tramre  fees  to  the  grounds.  It  is  the  wish  of  theses  ladies  to  make 
the  entrance  to  the  grounds  free  to  the  pu])lic.  This  they  can 
only  do  after  the  Endowment  Fund  is  sn)  increased  as  to  bear  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  restonition  and  nec^essjiry  keeping  of  the 
])r»'mises.  Alalmma  h.'is  in  charge  the  Entrance  Hall  at  Mount 
V«*mon.  Jind  her  name  has  not  Jipi^ared  for  many  years  on  the 
list  i)f  contributoi-s.  As  oar  siH»(!ial  representative  in  this  noble 
work,  we  have  Miss  L<^ila  Herl>ert,  who,  like  her  noble  mother, 
has  reflecte<l  great  honor  ui)on  our  St»ite  in  her  untiring  efforts 
t(»  make  the  Alabama  Hall  as  attnu'tive  as  the  rooms  assigned  to 
other  States.  She  ne<Mls  help,  and  Alalmma  should  give  it  to  her. 
I  know  of  nt)  class  of  p(M>ple  who  are  under  gn»ater  obligations  to 
assist,  or  who.  in  my  opinion,  would  more  cheerfully  do  so. 
than  the  Mas<ms  of  Alabama.  As  many  of  you  know,  prominent 
ill  niioof  the  halls  at  Mount  Vermm  stands  the  statue  of  oar 
iM'lovtMl  Brother,  in  his  Masonitr  garb.     He  wjis  not  only  "The 
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Father  of  his  Conntry,"  bnt  a  devoted  and  eminent  patron  of 
Masonry.  I  respectfully  recommend  an  annnal  appropriation, 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  snch  sum  as  the  condition  of  our  Treas- 
ury will  permit,  or  the  generosity  of  the  Brethren  will  authorize, 
to  the  Endowment  Fund  of  Mount  Vernon. 

I  herewith  attach  a  letter  recently  received  from  Miss  Herbert, 
which  I  heartily  endorse  and  approve,  and  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration.    It  is  as  follows: — 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  MiisUr,  Officers  and  MemlKvs  of  the 
Graiul  Lodge,  A.'.  F.'.  cfc  A.'.  3f. *.,  of  Alabama,  in  Oi'and 
Lodge  assembled: 

*' Washington  was  the  greatest  of  good  men  and  the  best  of 
great  men." 

Washington  was  a  Mason. 

He  was  a  member  of  Alexandria  (Va.)  Lodge,  No.  22,  and  pre- 
sided as  Master. 

Forty  years  ago  the  Masons  of  Alabama  did  their  share  in  con- 
tributing money  towards  the  purchase  of  the  home  and  tomb  of 
Washington,  at  Mount  Vernon,  on  the  Potomac,  then  a  melan- 
choly wreck  in  the  possession  of  one  of  Washington's  heirs,  who 
was  financially  too  poor  to  keep  it  up. 

A  picture  is  sent  to  show  into  what  a  pitiful  decay  the  precious 
house  had  been  allowed  to  fall  where  once  lived  the  great  Master 
Mason 

An  invalid  lady,  passing  down  the  Potomac  on  one  of  the  river 
steamers,  forty  years  ago,  saw  on  the  high  banks  the  forlorn,  de- 
serted-looking house  and  the  tomb,  apparently  nncared  for.  It 
was  plain  to  anyone  who  looked,  that,  after  a  few  years  more  of 
neglect,  the  dwelling  of  our  Washington  would  leave  only  its 
bricks  and  flagging  stones  to  mark  its  sx)ot.  This  lady.  Miss  Pa- 
mela Cunningham,  was  weak  in  body,  but  of  a  high  and  loving 
soul.  It  is  pleasant  to  Southerners  to  reflect  that  Miss  Cunning- 
ham was  a  Southern  woman,  and  to  Alabamians  that  Alabama 
signally  and  greatly  aided  her.  Miss  Cunningham,  by  appealing 
to  gentlemen,  got  a  bill  introduced  in  Congress,  praying  that 
body  to  buy,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  the  home  and  tomb  of 
Washington — to  preserve  it  to  the  men  and  boys  of  future  days. 
The  bill  failed. 

Miss  Cunningham  then  started  an  Association  of  ladies,  know- 
ing the  generosity  of  American  men  to  women.    She  worked 
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with  a  spirit  that  made  the  A88CK*iation  national  in  its  endeaTors 
U)  obtain  enough  money  to  buy  Washington's  home  and  tomb, 
and  wrest  them  from  destruction.  And  the  men  of  America  did 
aid;  and  the  Masons  of  Alabama  st(Mxl  high  on  the  list. 

Though  it  was  on  account  of  Miss  Cunningham's  inception  and 
work,  and  the  work  of  her  lady  assistants,  that  Mount  Vernon  is 
to-day  a  Mec;cA  to  American  patriots,  those  ladies  did  not  forget 
to  whom  their  thanks  were  due — the  men  of  America,  and  among 
them  the  Masons,  and  they  saw  to  it  that  a  i)er|)etual  rei*OTd 
should  lie  made  of  the  gifts  <»f  individuals  and  iMklies  towards  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon,  and  the  list  of  honor  is  to  be  read 
to-day. 

"Whatever  is,  is  right." 

Congress  would  not  buy  Mount  Vernon  as  the  property  of  the 
nation;  so  it  is  now  never  in  the  hands  of  political  partieti,  but  is 
the  loving  care  of  gentle  women  who  have  no  politics  but  love  of 
their  country  and  love  of  their  sections;  the  latter  is  a  concen- 
trated patriotism,  the  foundation  stone  of  national  patriotism. 

Ladies  now  own  the  home  and  tomb  of  Washington,  and  have 
transacted  the  business  of  preserving  them  for  forty  years  with- 
out a  cent  of  pay  for  their  work,  in  trust  for  the  nation,  and,  in 
the  highest  sense,  the  property  of  the  nation. 

The  war  came  on  immediately  after  the  purchase,  and.  there 
])eing  no  Endowment  Fund.  Mount  Vemcm  was  in  a  worse  con- 
ilition  l>efore  the  restorations  could  In*  begun. 

That  Mount  Vernon  is  to-day  in  a  good  condition,  the  pictures 
scut  you  will  show,  as  also  the  accompanying  tmnnal  report  of 
the  Ladies'  Association.  Mount  Venion  is  supported  by  entrance 
iVes  and  the  efforts  of  individuals,  scnneties  and  sections  in  do- 
nating numey.  The  bulies  have  made,  and  are  making,  special 
ctt'orts  to  create  an  Endowment  Fund  which  will  1>e  sufficient  to 
ke(?p  up  Mount  Vernon  in  a  less  uncertain  way. 

The  tomb  of  Washington  must  lie  constantly  guarded  from 
ilepredators,  as  also  the  house  with  its  valuable  relics,  which  to- 
day are  pric^^less.  There  was  much  vandalism,  and  many  and 
t  rusty  guards  are  necessjirj'  to  keep  ever>*thing  from  being  mined 
]»y  the  relic-hunters  who  daily  vi.sit  the  hallowed  place. 

It  has  Uiken  by  far  more  than  a  nuxlerate  fortune  to  restore 
Mount  Vernon  with  its  wrecks  of  buildings,  out  honsea,  walls, 
wharf,  fen(res  and  dec'aying  tomb  of  the  great  American,  and 
wliat  of  Wasliington's  furniture  was  obtainable,  to  its  former 
condition  and  to  ke<'p  it  so. 
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Who  fnmished  this  fortune? — the  different  sections  of  the 
Union. 

The  Masons  of  Alabama  did  a  noble  share  in  helping  to  buy 
the  place;  the  records  of  the  Ladies'  Association  take  care  that 
the  future  shall  see  what  share;  the  sums  they  presented  can  be 
read  to  a  figure  to-day.  But  the  Masons  of  Alabama  have  done 
nothing  of  the  vast  work  to  restore  and  preserve  it. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Regents  of  the  Ladies'  Association 
for  the  different  sections  of  the  Union  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  their  States  the  needs  and  the  methods  of  preserving  the  home 
and  mortal  remains  of  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Vice-Regent  for  Alabama. 

It  is  to  the  Masons  of  our  State,  first  of  all,  that  I  appeal,  be- 
lieving that  they  will  delight  to  honor  Washington  and  that 
they  will  set  an  example  that  will  be  followed  in  the  State. 

Washington  was  a  man  who  received  not  one  cent  of  pay  for 
his  services  in  making  of  his  country  the  Home  of  Freedom.  It 
will  not  do  to  ask  men  or  a  body  of  men  to  oppress  themselves  in 
the  name  of  Washington.  I  do  not  ask  a  sum  large  enough  to 
take  away  by  personal  deprivation  thf  sense  of  patriotism  which 
prompts  the  giving.  The  Masons  of  Alabama  stood  well  by  the 
ladies  in  the  beginning.  We  hope  they  will  stand  by  them  to 
the  end. 

I  ask  the  Masons  of  Alabama  to  make  a  yearly  contribution  to 
the  Endowment  Fund  for  the  preservation  of  the  home  and  tomb 
of  Washington  until  the  large  sum  is  complete  to  make  Mount 
Vernon  self-dependent,  whatever  may  happen.  A  yearly  small 
contribution  would  be  much  more  gratifying  to  the  ladies  of  the 
Association  than  a  larger  sum  at  once.  They  believe  that  in  the 
end  they  will  thus  have  received  more  substantial  aid,  that  will 
also  be  less  onerous  in  the  giving;  and  that  there  will  be  evidence 
that  we  have  the  unforgetting  hearts  of  the  Masons  with  us  in 
our  work  of  love. 

The  Endowment  Fund,  through  the  efforts  of  different  States 
and  bodies,  has  reached  the  sum  of  iH9,100. 

Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  deemed  the  fund  absolutely 
necessary.  ♦  ♦  *  Will  each  Mason  in  Alabama  contribute  five 
or  ten  cents  a  year  to  this  purpose? 

I  hope  the  Honorable  Body  of  Masons  will  be  pleased  to  ac- 
cept, for  use  in  their  assemblies,  the  little  memento  I  send  of 
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WtiHbinp^ton's  connection  with  the  Masons  —a  ^a^el*  made  of  the 
wood  of  the  last  tree,  a  magnolia,  which  Washinfj^on  planted»at 
Monnt  Vernon  1)efore  his  death,  an  imitation  in  shape  and  dimen- 
sions of  the  famous  gavel  in  possession  of  Potomac  Jjod^  No.  5 
(then  Columbia  Lodge,  No.  11),  of  Maryland),  to  which  Washing- 
Um  presented  it,  after  using  it  in  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the 
United  States  ('apitol  at  Washington.  The  magnolia  tree — a 
very  beautiful  one— was  blown  down  by  a  cyclone  about  two 
months  ago.  The  wood  is  now  well  seasoned*  and,  for  this  rea- 
son, makes  a  less  pretty  gavel  than  I  would  wish. 

A  picture  of  the  Washington  Gavel  is  sent,  with  its  authentic 
history. 

I  <iuote  from  the  "Freemasons'  Hymn": 

"The  world  l)eholds  with  curious  gaze 

The  jewels  of  our  ancient  fame; 
But  virtu(»  lends  the  brightest  rays 

That  keep  from  death  the  Mason's  name. 

"And  oiu' — the  world  will  ne'er  forget, 

His  glories  gained,  his  duties  done- 
One  peerless  name  with  ours  is  set. 

The  immortal  name  of  Washington." 

The  ladies'  sucM^ess  in  preserving  Washington's  home  and  tomb 
has  always  lieen  an  up-hill  and  often  a  ghwrniy  and  most  dimx^nr- 
aging  work.     Will  the  Mast^us  of  Alabama  help  them? 
1  am 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Leila  Heubkrt. 
\'i('e-K«'gent  for  Ala1)jima  of  the  Ladies'  Mount  Vernon  Asho- 
ciatioii  for  Preserving  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  WaHhingtcm. 
Wednesday,  N(»v.  *24th.  \'<m. 

The  gavel  and  pictures  referrcnl  to  I  now  present  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama. 

rO.N'CLlTSION. 

My  ofticial  relation  with  the  Grand  Lodg»»  of  Alabama  must 
soon  <'lose.  For  years  T  have  been  the  re<Mpient  of  your  partial- 
ity. From  the  floor  you  placed  me  in  the  South.  From  the 
South  you  transf«»rrecl  me  to  the  West,  and  from  there  elevated 
me  to  lM)th  stations  in  the  E;i.st.     With  the  close  of  this  Grand 
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Commnnication  I  shall  have  served  in  my  present  position  two 
years,  the  maximum  of  time  allowed  by  our  Ck)nstitution.  I 
have  been  indeed  honored  by  my  Brethren  far  beyond  my  de- 
serts. To  have  been  twica  elected  to  th3  office  of  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  is  an  honor  that  any  man  could 
well  be  proud  of.  I  am,  and  shall  ever  be  proud  of  it,  and  shall 
never  cease  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  thus  bestowed.  I  have 
honestly  and  conscientiously  endeavored  to  discharge  the  onerous 
and  responsible  duties  of  the  office.  That  I  have  fallen  short  of 
the  high  measure  of  duty  which  rested  upon  me,  I  am  painfully 
aware.  But,  if  errors  I  have  committed,  they  were  errors  of  the 
head,  and  not  of  the  heart.  In  my  every  official  duty,  it  has 
been  my  earnest  desire  to  support  and  maintain  the  tenets  of  our 
Order.  In  all  my  efforts  I  have  been  assisted  and  sustained 
by  each  of  the  several  Grand  Officers,  and  for  this  I  officially 
commend  them. 

To  every  officer  and  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  I  return  my 
grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  official  regard  and  prompt 
assistance  always  given  me.  When  my  successor  shall  be  elected 
and  installed,  and  I  again  take  a  plac-e  upon  the  floor,  upon  a 
level  with  you,  with  whom  I  have  so  long  been  as80<;iated,  it 
will  be  with  an  increased  love  for  Masonry,  ''and  a  fixed  and 
steady  puri)ose  of  mind"  to  always  labor  for  the  upbuilding  of 

our  noble  Order. 

Georgr  p.  Harrison, 

Grand  Master. 
ADDRESS    REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  F.  S.  Jenkins,  the  Address 
of  the  M.'.  W.'.  Grand  Master  was  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee  of  three  Past  Grand  Masters,  as  follows: 

Palmer  J.  Pillans,  John  II.  Bankhead  and  Francis 
L.  Pettus. 

REPORT   ON   ADDRESS. 

M.'.  W.-.  Brother  John  H.  Bankhead,  from  the 
Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master,  made  the  follow- 
ing Report,  which  was  concurred  in: 
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To  llw  M. '.  W. '.  (rraud  fjHhjf'  o/'  Ahihiumi: 

Your  Coiniuitt^H*,  to  which  was  referriHl  the  Address  of  Most 
Worshipfnl  (Trand  Mastc^r.  Xye^j^n  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

First —Your  Coiuuiittee  commends  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  for  his  able.  elo<ineiit  and  instructive  address,  and  ex- 
presses the  hope  thjit  it  will  be  read  by  all  the  meniliers  of  the 
Craft  throiighont  this  Jurisdiction. 

Sec(md  -Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  decisions  re- 
l)orte<l  l)y  the  Most  Worshipful  (irand  Master  l)e  referred  to  the 
C»)mmittee  on  Masonic  Jurispnidcnce:  that  the  Reports  of  the 
Most  Worshipful  (irand  Master  with  reference  to  the  Dispensa- 
tions j^ranteti  by  him,  l)e  referred  to  the  C^^mmittee  on  Dispensa- 
tions, and  that  portion  of  his  Address  which  refers  to  the  institn- 
ti(ai  of  new  L#<mIk<*s  Ih*  referred  to  the  C-ommittee  on  Chartered 
Lodges.  Your  (^>mmittee  is  constraine<l  to  say  that,  in  its 
o]>inion.  without  intendinjr  in  the  least  dej^jree  to  criticise  or 
r(»flect  upon  the  (irand  Master,  that  the  innver  of  {O'luitinf;  Dis- 
])4*nsati(ms  t<^  confer  Dejcrees  out  of  their  rej^ilar  time  is  too 
frfH'ly  exercised  in  this  .Turis<liction.  and  in  the  opinion  of  3'onr 
Committee  this  i)Ower  should  In*  exercised  with  the  jp^mtest 
cjiution  and  only  in  <»xtreme  cases. 

Thinl  With  reference  to  that  portion  of  the  Address  of  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  which  recommends  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  support  of  the  La<lies'  Mt.  Vernon  Association  for 
preserving?  the  home  and  tomb  of  Wjishington.  your  Committee 
\v»)uld  beg  leave  to  siiy  that,  while  all  citizens  of  the  United 
Stat<»s  must  rev(»re  the  name  and  memor}'  of  the  immortal  Wash- 
iiiKton,  the  Father  of  his  Country,  w^e  are  constrained  to  say  that 
we  do  not  think  the  funds  of  this  Crrand  Lodjre  can  l>e  properly 
:i])plied,  under  our  Constitution,  to  any  such  purpose.  Onrs  is 
a  charitable  institution  and  order,  and  iM»ssibly  its  primary  object 
is  the  extensi<m  of  relief  to  the  ncH'dy  and  destitute  of  our  Onler. 
Not  for  show  or  disi)Iay,  nor  even  for  the  erection  of  monuments 
or  the  perpetuation  of  the  memories  of  de<"<'ased  menil)eTS  of  onr 
c  )r<ler  or  illustrious  citizens,  endearnl  to  us  by  their  virtues  and 
attainments. 

We  think  that  no  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should 
l>e  devoted  to  such  a  puri)ose:  and  re{*ommend  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  three  Past  Grand  Masters, 
wliose  duty  it  shall  l>e  to  hriu^  this  subje<'t  to  the  attention  of 
the  SnlM>rdinate  Lodges  in  this  (1  rand  Jurisdiction,  and  to  tb- 
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quest  personal  contributions  from  the  Brotherhood  for  this  im- 
portant and  worthy  cause. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  say  that  our  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  by  his  earnestness  and  fidelity  to  the  Craft,  has  endeared 
himself  to  the  entire  fraternity  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  We 
commend  him  for  his  zeal  and  ability,  and  part  with  him  as  our 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  with  many  regrets;  and  we  can 
say  of  him,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

Most  respectfully, 

P.  J.   PiLLANS, 

Jno.  H.  Bankhead, 
F.  L.  Pettus. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  MAKE   REPORTS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer,  R.-.  W.-.  Wm.  H.  Dingley, 
submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

(See  Exhibit  A.) 

The  Grand  Secretary,  R.-.  W.-.  H.  Clay  Armstrong, 
submitted  his  Annual  Report,  which  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

(See  Exhibits  B.  and  C.) 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON   FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

M.-.  W.-.  Brother  P.  J.  PiUans,  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  submitted  his 
Annual  Rieport,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

(See  Appendix.) 

OVERTURE  FROM  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  WISCONSIN. 

M.-.  W.-.  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  ot  Wisconsin,  near  this  Grand  Lodge, 
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presentccl  an  overture  froTii  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wis- 
consin to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  which,  on 
motion,  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  H.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
hiin  Brother  Wm.  0.  Bledsoe,  K.-.  W.*.  Senior 
Grand  Warden  B.  Dudley  Williams,  and  K.*.  W.-. 
Junior  Grand  Warden  Kussell  M.  Cunningham, 
with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Com- 
munication of  this  (irand  Lodge,  as  follows: 

(4RANI)  LOIKIE   OF  WISCONSIN. 

masonic:  uklikf. 

7o  th(  (h'dud  Mash  r  of  tht  Uniml  Jjnhjc  of  Alabama: 

Tlu*  C(niniiitt<M»  apiioint.(*dl)y  the  Grand  L(h1k^  of  Wisconsin  to 
brinjc  l^efore  tlie  several  (rrand  Lodj^es  the  niatt'er  of  a  uniform 
svsteni  of  Masonic  Relief,  was  at  our  last  Annual  Couimnnica- 
tion,  ordere<i  to  ])e  contimied.  Owinjr  to  the  general  misnnder- 
standin^  and  misrepresentation  of  the  plan  pro])OB6d  by  that 
Committee,  thej'  deem  it  their  duty  to  a^ain  present  the  snbject 
to  your  consideraticm. 

There  seems  to  Iw*  a  K**i"*r»l  tendency  to  confound  the  two 
prin<Mi)les  of  Masonic  Charity  and  Masoni<^  Relief.  The  former 
is  liroader  than  any  systein  of  r<*lief,  and  might  lie  studied  to  ad- 
vantaf^e  by  stmie  of  thosi»  who  Inive  conmienteil  on  the  "WiBcon- 
sin  Proi)ositi<m." 

We  re-state  the  ProjMwition: 

It  is  the  duty  of  each  Linlfre  to  take  care  of  its  own  uemberH 
ill  distress,  wherever  they  may  Imj.  In  case  of  its  inability  so  to 
d«>.  this  duty  devolvr's  up<m  the  (4rand  Lwlge  from  which  it 
holds  its  Charter.  It  Immu^  understood  that  in  no  caite  is  the 
Lod^e  furnisliiuK  reli«'t*  and  asking  re-imlmrsement,  to  go  be- 
yond a(*tua1  necessities,  without  <'xpre.ss  authority  from  the  re- 
imhursinjf  body. 

Now.  as  to  the  meanim;  «»f  this  I*roiK>sition: 

We  do  not  propose  t«)  relievt*  any  Mason  from  his  dnty  of 
<-harity,  which  is  broadt'r  than  merely  giving  relief. 
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We  do  not  propose  to  relieve  any  Brother  from  his  dnty  of  in- 
dividual relief. 

We  do  not  propose  any  innovation,  or  new  departure  in  Ma- 
sonry. 

We  do  proiwse  to  relieve  our  Fraternity  from  confusion  worse 
confounded,  by  substituting  method  for  entire  lack  of  method. 

We  do  propose  that  a  worthy  Brother  in  distress  shall  have 
relief,  when  absolutely  necessary  to  him,  and  which  he  is  not  at 
all  sure  of,  under  present  lack  of  method. 

It  is  mainly  because  we  recognize  the  fact  that  many  Subordi- 
nate Lodges,  and  their  individual  iriembers  as  well,  are  unable 
either  to  relieve  their  own  members,  or  to  care  for  the  stranger 
within  their  gates,  that  our  proposition  becomes  necessary,  and 
because  of  that  fa<?t  we  made  it.  All  Grand  Lodges  should  have, 
and  nearly  all  do  have,  relief  funds.  And  our  proposition  sim- 
ply asks  Grand  Lodges,  in  case  their  Sul)ordinates  are  able  but 
unwilling,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  to  see  that  they  do  their 
duty,  and  in  cAse  they  are  unable,  to  come  to  their  relief,  as  Wis- 
consin has  always  done.  The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  remove 
all  controversies  on  this  subject  between  Lodges. 

It  is  very  seldom  that  a  member  of  a  Wisconsin  Lodge  is  reliev- 
ed, abroad,  without  the  bill  being  promptly  sent  to  his  home 
Lodge.  It  is  very  frequently  the  case  that  the  distressed  Brother 
cannot  get  relief  unless  his  home  Lodge  first  guarantees  the  ex- 
pense. This  in  itself  shows  that  there  is  a  prevalent  idea  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  to  look  after  its  own  members. 

Let  us  look  at  this  duty  of  individual  relief  for  which  our  emi- 
nent brethren  contend.  The  writer  of  this  circular  claims  to 
have  done  his  full  share  in  this  line,  but  he  does  not  knmv  that 
he  has  ever  given  one  dollar  to  a  worthy  applicant  for  relief. 
He  does  know  that  in  every  case  where  he  has  had  a  subsequent 
chance  for  investigation,  he  has  found  that  he  has  been  imposed 
upon.  In  cities  the  size  of  Milwaukee  no  day  passes  without  ap- 
peals for  assistance.  The  writer  has  sometimes  had  three  or 
four  in  one  day.  Under  such  circumstances  what  is  my  duty? 
To  give  without  investigation  t  That  encourages  fraud,  and 
does  not  relieve  the  worthy.  To  investigate?  That  takes  more 
time  than  a  busy  man  has  at  his  disposal.  To  turn  away  the 
applicant  with  a  refusal  ?  I  may  have  rejected  a  worthy  Brother 
in  his  distress.  The  only  other  recourse  is  to  send  the  applicant 
to  a  Committee,  whose  duty  it  is  to  investigate  such  cases.    This 
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rteeiiiH  to  TiH  to  effectually  disiwse  of  the  "individnal  relief"  theory. 
It  applied  in  early  (lays  when  the  <ronutry  was  aimrsely  settled. 
It  applies  now,  when  the  applicant  and  his  circnmstam^s  are 
known:  hut  for  the  relit»f  of  the  transient,  unknown  Brother,  it 
is  utterly  inefficient  and  inipracticHble.  And  it  is  to  thet^e  tran- 
sient distressed  Brethren  that  our  proposition  is  intended  to 
apply. 

There  is  another  feature  of  the  objet^tion  to  our  proposition. 
In  our  first  circular  w<»  called  attention  to  existing  evils,  and 
suggested  it  as  a  remedy.  But  we  expressly  stated  that  it  was 
our  suj^gestion  of  a  remedy,  and,  in  making  it,  w^e  asked  for  sug- 
gestions from  others.  But  those  who  have  opposed  it  have  de- 
voted themselves  entirely  to  atta<'ldng  our  proposition,  and  have 
iK^t  given  one  word  or  one  thought  to  the  consideration  of  the 
f  vils  they  must  admit  do  exist.  We  are  not  so  infatuated  with 
the  proposition  that  we  can  see  no  nxmi  for  improvement,  and 
we  ask,  as  we  askt^l  in  our  first  circular,  those  who  oppose  it  to 
suggest  something  better. 

A  worfl  or  tw^o  as  t^)  some  of  the  objections  which  have  been 
raisM,  which  are  varied  and  contradictory: 

Illinois:  (Irand  Master  and  Committee  say  the  proposition  is 
a  "new  departure."  and  talk  of  the  large  amounts  they  have  dis- 
burs»»d  in  charity,  but  just  the  same,  a  i»ortion  of  her  Lodges  de- 
cline  to  furnish  relief  without  reimbursement,  and  promptly 
send  in  the  bill,  while  other  prosj)erous  Lodges  refuse  even  one 
<lollar  for  the  relief  of  one  of  their  own  members  in  distress  who  are 
at  the  time  in  some  other  Jurisdiction,  an  inconsistency  in  prac- 
tice that  would  disiippear  under  the  system  we  propose.  A  mem- 
b«T  of  oiiH  well-to-do  Illinois  Lodge  would  now  be  under  the  sod. 
and  his  wife  would  have  }}i^'U  l)uried  in  a  i>aui»er.8  grave,  had  it 
not  Im'pu  for  the  large  sums  cxpeiide<i  by  Wiwonsin  Lodges. 
Past  (Trand  Mast<T  Robbins.  as  well  as  Brother  Dninimond,  of 
Maine,  wiys  that  it  is  an  attempt  to  degrade  Masonry  into  an  in- 
surance or  benefit  association.  Is  it?  We  claim  that  it  is  merely 
an  a ttemi)t  to  regulate  an  existing  condition  f)f  affairs,  under 
such  restrictions  as  (Trand  Tjodges  may  see  fit  to  impose. 

Indiana:  Claims  that  "substituting  the  LtNlge  for  the  individ- 
n.-il  Brother  would  destrov  one  of  the  Ancient  Landmarks  of 
Masonr>\"  Then  what  does  Indiana  do  w*ith  her  Relief  Fund ^ 
We  think  that  point  has  lM»en  pretty  thonmghly  answered.  It 
would  also  Ik*  in  order  for  them  to  iM)int  out  which  one  of  the 
Ancient  Landmarks  is  infringed  \\\x)n. 
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South  Carolina:  "The  obligation  to  re-imbnrse  exists  without 
any  such  compact. "  But  as  others  claim  that  it  does  not  exist, 
there  can  be  no  harm  in  formally  adopting  it. 

Washington :  We  confess  to  a  feeling  of  surprise  at  the  com- 
ment of  the  Grand  Master  of  this  Jurisdiction  that  we  are  not  to 
ask  for  reimbursement,  that  the  adoption  of  our  proposition 
would  *  'prostitute  the  grand  principles  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity 
to  the  narrow,  selfish  ways  of  a  mere  beneficiary  order. "  The 
delegate  from  Washington,  at  the  Masonic  Congress,  was  one  of 
the  strongest  advocates  of  our  proposition,  and  spoke  warmly 
for  it.  And  it  is  not  very  long  since  our  Grand  Lodge  paid  a 
bill  of  about  sJir)().(M),  sent  by  a  Washington  Lodge  to  one  of  our 
Subordinates,  for  relief  of  one  of  its  members,  and  which  the 
Subordinate  was   too  poor  to  pay!    Sentiment  versus  practice. 

We  might  go  on  indefinitely,  but  we  think  we  have  answered 
the  maiTi  objections,  and  we  make  the  bold  assertion  that  the 
methoils  of  individual  relief  advocated  by  Brothers  Drummond, 
Fellows,  etc. ,  are  not  charity  —are  not  relief,  and,  under  pres- 
ent conditions  of  society,  it  is  impossible  that  they  should  be. 

We  note,  however,  one  i)oint  made  by  Brother  Drummond, 
that  in  case  our  proposition  is  adopted,  an  additional  clause 
should  be  added,  that  the  relieving  Lodge  is  to  be  the  sole  judge 
of  the  distressed  Brother's  necessities,  otherwise  it  would  be  a 
fi'h  (k  sf,  and  consequently  that  it  might  run  its  brother  Lodge 
hoi)ele8Hly  in  debt.  We  cannot  conceive  how  so  distinguished  a 
Brother  can  gravely  cast  such  an  assertion  upon  the  Masonic 
Fraternity.  No  man  in  active  business  but  has,  at  times,  to 
trust  thosp  with  whom  he  deals,  to  as  great  an  extent,  and  cer- 
tainly our  own  brethren  are  to  be  trusted  to  that  extent,  or  we 
had  better  disband.  In  all  legislation,  civil  and  Masonic,  the 
principle  is  recognized  that  laws  may  be  adopted  containing 
certain  provisions  subject  to  restrictions. 

We  have  put  the  question  plainly:  What  is  to  be  done  with 
(^a.ses,  constantly  occurring,  where  a  sick  or  destitute  Brother  is 
strande<l  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  weak  Lodge,  unable  to  care  for 
himv  We  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  but  one  answer. 
Brother  Drummond,  when  asked  point  blank,  says  that  when 
we  have  done  what  we  can.  there  is  the  end.  In  other  words, 
the  Brother  must  go  to  the  poor  house.  We  have  a  hopelessly 
sick  Brother  from  Iowa,  with  a  family,  whom  we  have  been 
supporting  several  years.     We  should  drop  him  and  let  the  town 
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take  care  of  him.  We  are  now  supporting  the  widowed  daugh- 
ter of  a  former  Grand  High  Priest  of  Ohio.  Shall  we  send  her 
to  the  poor  house? 

We  again  ask  you  to  consider  this  question  in  all  its  bearingB, 
with  full  confidence  that  you  will  see  the  necessity,  if  not  of 
our  proi)Osition,  of  some  relief  from  existing  confusion. 

Wm.  C.  Swain, 

N.  M.  LiTTLEJOHN, 

John  CJorscot, 

Committee. 
approved: 

Aldro  Jenks, 

Grand  Master. 
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[EXHIBIT  "A."] 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Wh.  H.  Ding  ley,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  accmmticitk  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA- 

181)5.  DR. 

Nov.     15. '  To  balance $3689  08 

1896. 
Jan.        3.      Received  fomi  Grand  Secretary.  .$1339  28 

Nov.     16.  3957  50— $5296  78 

$8985  81 
1895.  OR. 

Nov.     30.     Rent  of  Hall  and  Offices -  800  00 

Safe  Deposit    10  00 

Dec.       4.     Grand  Chaplain 25  00 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary 200  00 

Com.  on  Finance— W.  S.  Foster. .  25  00 

Benj.  F.  Pope.  25  00 

Benj.  M.  Jacobs  13  50 

Committe  on  Appeals 50  00 

Com.  on  Work— A.  M.  Scott 30  00 

W.   W.    Daffin....  20  00 

R.  M.  CunninKh'm  15  00 

W.   W.  McCollum  36  00 

5.     Grand  Lecturer.  4th  quarter  '95. .  75  00 

Grand  Master,  expenses 50  00 

Committee  on  Correspondence. . .  200  00 

7.     Grand    Tyler 45  45 

11.     Grand  Treasurer 150  00 

Testimonial  to  Past  Grand  Master  100  00 
1896. 

Jan.        3.     Contingent  Fund 750  00 

Feb.      19.     Insurance 100  00 

Sept.      1.     Grand  Lecturer 225  00 

Grand  Registrar 450  00 

Grand  Secretary 1800  00 

Trust  Fund 208  60— $5403  55 

Balance  on  hand 8582  26 

$8985  81 
Wm.  H.  Dingley, 
Dec.  1st,  189(),  Grand  Treasurer. 
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[EXHIBIT  B.] 

GRAND  SECRETARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


H.  Clay  Armstrong.  Grand  Secretarj-, 

InatrovtUwith  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 
To  General  Fund, 

DR. 

Dnes  collected  since  last  report $1889  28 

1896. 

Jan.    4.    Henry  Lodge,  No.  91 18  50 

York  Lodge,  No.  311 19  (K) 

6.    Hermon  Lodge,  No.  1(M) 6  50 

17.    Loachapoka  Lodge,  No.  i:W 7  00 

Feb.  18.    Blue  Eye  Lodge.  No.    832 10  50 

Mch.   9.     Deatsville  Lodge.  No.  475 1 «  50 

25.    Weathers  Lodge,   No.  890 1  00 

Apr.  22.     Shiloh  Lodge.  No.  105        10  00 

May    9.    J.  W.  Portis  for  lot  at  Suggsville  for- 
merly proi)erty  of  Marion  Lodge. 

No.  10        1  00 

June  16.    Chester  Lodge,  No.  363  18  00 

Nov.  15.     Dues  collected  to  date 8458  95 

For  eight  (Charters  280  00 

For  two  Dispensations 70  00 

For  Grand  Lodge  Certificates 19  00 

Widows   Certificates 13  25 

Maaonic  Codes  sold 18  80—95296  78 

CR. 
June   8.     By  amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer. .  1389  28 

Nov   16.       **        ' 8957  50— $5296  78 

H.  Clay  Armstrong, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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[EXHIBIT    ''C."] 

H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Grand  Secretary, 

In  accouiU  with  GRAXJ)  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 
ISmj.     To  (.Contingent  Fund, 

DR. 

To  Balance   on  hand $     4  64 

Amonnt  from  Grand  Treasurer 750  00— |  754  64 

CR. 

By  Printing  and  Stationery 356  50 

Postage,  Express,   Telegrams,  etc 229  50 

JFuel 28  25 

Gas  Bills 21  17 

Post-Office  Box  Rent 8  00 

Servant  Hire            32  50 

Sundries 22  62 

Typewriter 70  00—$  763  84 

Balance  due  (Jrand  Secretary $      8  70 

H.  Clav  Armstrong, 

Grand  Secretary. 

OVERTURE  FROM  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OP  MAINE. 

R.-.  W.-.  B.  Dudley  Williams,  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama, presented  an  overture  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Grand  Lodge  of  Maine, 
Portland,  Sept.  4th,  1896. 

R. '.  W. '.  B.  Ihidley  Williams,  Repi'esentiUive  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Maine  near  the  Grand  Lodye  of  Alabama: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother: — At  the  recent  Annual  Commnnica- 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jn- 
rispmdence  submitted  a  Report  in  relation  to  rejected  candidates, 
which  was  accepted,  and  the  following  Resolutions  were  adopted, 
viz: 
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liesolved,  That  this  (^rand  Lodge  is  deeply  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  uniform  legislation  by  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in 
relation  to  the  admission  of  rejected  candidates. 

lii'solved,  That  the  effect  of  a  rejection  shonld  be  limited  to  five 
years,  and  that  during  that  time  the  candidate  should  be  allowed 
to  petition  only  to  the  Lodge  which  rejected  him,  or  to  another 
Lodge  with  the  consent  of  that  Lodge,  or  such  consent  of  officers 
and  members  of  that  Lodge  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Jurisdiction  in  which  the  rejection  occurs. 

Eesolredy  That  each  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
be  requested  to  present  these  Resolutions  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
which  he  is  accrediteil  and  recjuest  for  thein  fraternal  considera- 
tion. 

The  Report  will  be  found  in  the  printed  Proceedings  (pages  43 
tu  -^G),  a  copy  of  which  has  ]>een  forwarded  to  your  address. 

In  accordance  with  the  Resolutions,  you  are  requested  to  pre- 
sent them  and  the  Report,  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine, 
to  your  Grand  Lodge  and  re<iue8t  its  fraternal  consideration 
thereof. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Stephen  Berry, 

Grand  Sec-iretary. 

The  M.-.  W.\  Grand  Master,  through  the  Grand 
Secretary,  annouuced  the  following — 

COMMITTEES. 

ON   DISPENSATIONS,    NO.  1. 

Wni.  L.  Thomason,  Richard  E.  McWilliams. 

L.  L.  McLeod,  Charles  J.  Martin, 

Wni.  H.  Robertson. 

ON   DISPENSATIONS,    NO.  2. 

Meritt  K.  Clements,  Louis  Raymond, 

.lohn  M.  P.  Otts,  Jr.,  Thomas  F.  Turley. 

Sampson  H.  Williams. 

ON    BY-LAWS. 

Jcrre  N.  Fountain,  Thomas  R.  Ward, 

Kdward  S.  Cornish.  William  W.  Hill. 

Edward  H.  Johu.son. 
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ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

William  G.  Robertson,  Lonis  J.  Adler, 

Joseph  A.  Goodwiu,  James  D.  Trass, 

S.  M.  D.  Lowery. 

ON  FINANCE. 

William  S.  Foster,  Benjamin  F.  Pope, 

Ben.  M.  Jacobs. 

ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

James  O.  Bailey,  William  M.  Bass, 

William  J.  Bazley. 

ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS  AND  APPEALS. 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory,  James  T.  Greene, 

Pinckney  N.  Hickman. 

ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins.  Francis  L.  Pettns, 

Lum  Duke,  George  A.  Joiner, 

William  G.  Cochran. 

ON  WORK. 

Angns  M.  Scott,  Robert  J.  Redden, 

William  W.  McCollum,  William  W.  Daffin, 

William  A.  Arnold. 

REPORT  ON  THE    E.-.  A.'.  DEGREE. 

Brother  Robert  J.  Redden,  of  the  Committee  on 
Work,  made  Report  on  the  E.*.  A.*.  Degree,  and  the 
Report  was  adopted. 

PRESENTATION  OF  GAVELS  FOR  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  R.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary,  on  behalf  of  the 
students  of  the  Mechanic  Arts  Department  of  the  A. 
&  M.  College  at  Auburn,  Ala.,  presented  the  Grand 
Lodge,  for  use  of  the  Grand  Officers,  with  three  skill- 
fully wrought  and  beautifully  finished  gavels,  the 
hand-work  ot  the  students  of  said  Department. 
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The  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Master  accepted,  in  behalf  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  gratefully,  this  beautiful  and  uBeful 
gift,  and,  on  motion  of  R.-.  W.-.  Junior  Grand  War- 
den Cunningham,  the  K.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  was 
requested  to  return  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
the  students  of  the  A.  &  M.  College  who  so  thought- 
fully prepared  and  donated  the  same. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS 

AND  APPEALS. 

Bro.  U.  S.  D.  Mallory,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Susjtensions,  P]xpulsions  and  Appeals,  submitted  the 
following  Reports,  and  they  were  severally  adopted  : 

CASE  OK    ZADO<^K   H     (lAMBLE. 

7V;  t/u'  Most  WorstiipM  (imnd  huhje  nf  Ahthumn: 

Yrmr  ("ommittef*  on  Susiwnsions.  Exi>nl8i<>ns  and  Appeals  re- 
spectfully submit  the  followiiiK  Report  in  the  ojuje  of 

Zndoc^kB.  Gamble,  on  appeal  from  Hill al>ee  Lodge,  No.  197. 

This  cane  waH  before  thin  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodg^^  at  the 
last  Grand  Communication,  and  was  returned  to  the  Snbonlinat« 
T^ndjre  with  instructions  to  send  up  a  correct  transcript,  with 
which  instructions  the  Subordinate  Lodjfe  has  (complied. 

Said  Zadock  B.  Gamble  was  trie<l  on  si>ecifi(*ations  char^nj^ 
him    - 

First.  That  in  the  ante-r(H>m  of  Hillaliee  Lo<lge,  No.  197,  and 
while  the  Lod^fe  was  in  session  and  an  examination  of  an  ESntered 
Apprentice  was  pnx-eedinj^  in  the  Lodge,  said  Zadock  B.  Gamble. 
did  nithlessly  and  heavily  wrap  on  the  door  of  the  Lodge  Room 
with  his  own  hand,  without  the  permissi<m  or  consent  of  the 
Tyler,  and  <lid  exclaim,  in  a  loud  voice,  while  in  the  ante-room. 
that  they  had  no  right  to  keep  him  out,  and  that  he  had  a  right 
to  go  in  and  hear  th<*  examination,  and  thereby  did  disturb  the 
li<Mlge. 

Sn-nnih  That  the  s;ud  Zadock  B.  Gamble,  while  acting  as 
Tyler,  did  n'fuse  t«»  receive  a  communication  from  the  WoT«hip- 
liil  Master  and  tile  aeeoi-dingly.  tlien'by  acting  in  contempt  of 
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the  Worshipfnl  Master,  and  disturbed  and  hindered  the  Lodge  in 
its  work. 

Third.  That  said  Gamble,  after  being  admitted  to  the  Lodge 
Room  and  being  present  when  a  vote  was  being  taken  on  the  ex- 
amination of  an  Entered  Apprentice,  made  no  objection  to  the 
examination  or  proficiency  of  the  candidate,  but  cast  a  blfwk  ball 
on  the  ballot,  and  stated  in  open  Lodge  that  he  had  heard  only  a 
part  of  the  examination  and  was  for  that  reason  dissatisfied  with 
the  examination,  and  that  if  the  candidate  was  recalled  and 
re-examined,  and  if  he  conld  be  satisfied  with  the  examination, 
he  would  cast  a  white  ballot;  that  he  had  nothing  against  the 
candidate,  but  was  dissatisfied  with  the  examination. 

And  the  specifications  further  charged  him  with  reprimanding 
the  Worshipful  Master  in  open  Lodge,  and  using  to  him  the  fol- 
lowing language:  "You,  Worshipful  Master,  had  no  right  to 
keep  me  out  while  the  examination  was  being  had.  You  ought 
to  have  ordered  me  admitted  at  first,  and  I  do  not  like  to  be 
treated  in  any  such  style. " 

The  accused  made  no  objection  to  the  specifications  as  to  form 
or  substance,  and,  on  the  trial,  admitted  all  the  facts  set  out  in 
the  specifications,  but  denied  that  he  violated  any  Masonic  law 
or  was  guilty  of  any  un-Masonic  conduct.  He  was  found  gruilty 
and  indefinitely  suspended,  from  which  he  takes  this  appeal, 
through  his  attorney. 

Your  Committee  find  no  error  in  the  case,  and  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  the  action  of  Hillabee  Lodge,  No.  197.  be  affirmed. 

We  beg  leave  to  express  our  regrets  that  the  conduct  of  Bro. 
Gamble  ma<le  it  necessary  for  his  Lodge  to  take  this  action 
against  him,  for  our  information  as  to  him  leads  us  to  l)elieve 
that  he  is  a  worthy  citizen  and  zealous  Mason.  On  this  occasion 
he  seems  to  have  lost  his  temper  and  indulged  in  conduct  and 
language  that  could  not  be  overlooked  with  due  regard  to  that 
respe<rt  which  every  Master  Mason  should  have  and  exercise  to 
his  Worshipful  Master,  while  presiding  over  the  Lodge,  and  to 
his  Lodge  while  in  session. 

We  indulge  in  the  hope  that  Hillabee  Lodge  will  see  fit  to  re- 
establish Masonic  relations  with  him,  and  that  the  same  may  re- 
sult in  good  to  Masonr>'. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory, 
Chairman. 
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THK  CASK  OF  W.  T.    MAUND,  OF  COLUMHIA  TX)DaE,  NO.  I3i>. 

7V>  the  M. '.  \V. '.  (irund  LtKhjt  of  AhiUmna: 

Yonr  Committee  on  Siisp.i'iisions,  Expulsions  and  Api>ealH  bejiC 
leave  to  submit  tlie  following  report  in  the  case  of 

W.  T.  Maund,  of  Columbia  Lo<lj;e.  No.  l.'<5: 

The  appeal  is  taken  by  \V.  A.   Brown,   a  member  of  Haid 
Lodj<e. 
Tlie  spetritii^ations  charj^e  Brother  W.  T.  Mannd  with : 

(1)  Public  intoxieati<m. 

(2)  Gambling  with  cards. 

(.'<)  Refusing  to  carry  out  the  award  of  certain  Brethren  of  the 
Lodge,  to  whom  wa«  submitted  certain  differences  between  him- 
self and  another  Master  Mason. 

He  was  acquitted  on  the  first  charge  and  convicted  on  the  second 
and  third  charges,  and  was  sentenced  to  l)e  reprimanded.  Your 
Committee  do  uot  think  the  Lodge  erred  in  acquitting  on  the 
lirst  charge.  As  to  the  second  charge,  the  evidence  shows  that 
the  betting  was  not  done  in  a  public  place,  and  was  with  only 
one  other  person,  and  one  occasion  only  and  after  resisting  for 
two  nights  the  other  party's  invitation  to  play.  As  to  the  third 
rharge,  the  evidence  tends  to  show  that  if  the  Brother  declined 
to  carry  out  the  award  in  full,  it  was  under  a  misapprehension 
of  the  iindiug  of  the  arbitrators.  The  accused  does  not  appeal. 
Cnder  the  evidence  as  it  appears  in  the  transcript,  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  of  said  Lodge  should  be 
approved. 

Fraternallv  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallouy. 

Chairman. 

(ASK  OF  ALONZO  J.  HAKKIS.  OF   LKJJAXON   LODUK,  NO.  484. 

Tn  tht  M.'.  W.\  frntiid  Unhji  af  Aluhnmn: 

Your  Committet'  on  Suspensions.  Expulsions  and  Apiieals  beg 
leave  to  sulnnit  the  following  report  in  the  api)eal  of 

Ahmzo  J.  Harris,  from  action  of  Lebanon  Loilge,  No.  484. 

In  this  cas4*  the  sp<'cifications.  of  which  then*  were  six  in  nnra- 
Imt.  charged  siiid  AUmzo  J.  Harris  with  "falsely,  carelessly  or 
niklessly"  testifying  in  ;nisw«T  to  interrogatories  on  his  examina- 
tion  as  a  witness  in  a  suit  in  Chancery  in  which  he  was  a  iiarty. 
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The  accused  demnrred  to  the  charges  and  specifications  on  the 
gronnds  stated  briefly  by  this  Comuiittee  as  follows: 

(1)  Indefiniteness. 

(2)  That  the  specifications  charged  the  defendant  with  testify- 
ing falsely,  carelessly  or  recklessly,  and  being  thus  in  the 
disjunctive,  did  not  charge  a  substantive  offense. 

(3)  That  the  specifications  did  not  aver  that  the  person  l>efore 
whom  the  testimony  was  given,  was  an  officer  authorized  to  ad- 
minister oaths. 

(4)  That  the  specifications  failed  to  charge  that  the  defendant 
was  sworn  or  that  his  testimony  was  delivered  under  oath. 

(5)  That  the  specifications  failed  to  charge  that  the  testimony 
of  defendant  was  willfully  and  corruptly  false. 

(6)  That  they  failed  to  allege  that  the  defendant  testified  in 
any  proceeding  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  or  that  the  testi- 
mony was  material. 

The  demurrer  of  the  accused  was  overruled;  and  trial  being 
had,  he  was  found  guilty  on  specifications  1 ,  2,  4,  5  and  6,  and 
not  guilty  on  specification  No.  3. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  demurrer  should  have 
been  sustained,  and  that  the  Worshipful  Master  erred  in  over- 
ruling it. 

Each  of  the  specifications  charge  the  accused  with  "falsely, 
carelessly  or  recklessly"  testifying,  being  thus,  as  will  be  ob- 
served in  the  disjunctive,  and  henc^,  if  a  good  averment,  the 
defendant  might  be  convicted  for  mere  carelessness  in  giving  his 
answers,  which,  it  can  hardly  be  contended,  is  either  an  offense 
against  the  laws  of  the  State  or  of  Masonry. 

Specification  No.  1  entirely  fails  to  set  out  or  aver  the  testi- 
mony given  by  the  accused.  He  was  certainly  entitled  to  notice 
of  what  he  was  to  defend.  While  the  strictest  rules  of  plead- 
ing may  not  be  required  in  the  specifications  in  Masonic  proceed- 
ings, they  must  at  least  notify  the  defendant  with  reasonable 
certainty  and  detail  of  what  he  is  accused,  and  to  what  he  must 
answer. 

Specification  No.  2  does  not,  except  by  inference,  aver  in  what 
suit,  nor  before  what  officer,  the  testimony  was  given,  nor  under 
what  authority  the  testimony  was  taken.  B^h  specification 
should  be  complete  in  itself,  and  its  averments  not  required  to 
\ye  aided  by  mere  inference  from  the  other  8j)ecification8. 

Specification  No.  4  is  subject  to  the  same  objections  as  No.  2, 
and  to  others. 
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It  attempts  to  set  out  the  facets  testified  to  by  the  accused,  but 
in  Huc*h  an  incomplete  manner  that  it  might  as  well  not  have 
jriven  any  of  them.  It  uses  such  language  as  this:  That  the 
sfiid  A.  J.  Harris  falselv.  recklesslv  or  carelessly  testified  that 
•he  and  E.  J.  Kayler  recounted  the  trade,"  "that  he  (Harris) 
delivered  thel)ond  to  E.  J.  Kayler,"  "and that  E.  J.  K.  delivereii 
the  notes  to  him  (Hams)."  **and  that  the  agreement  was  made 
with  E.  J.  Kayler,"  and  wholly  fails  to  aver  what  trade  was 
ri'counted,  or  what  the  l)ond  or  notes  were,  or  what  connei'^tion 
they  had  with  anj'  transaction  or  otherwise  to  describe  them  or 
(Minne<'t  them  with  any  known  affair,  or  procee*ling.  or  in  what 
p<>ssi>)le  way  they  were  material  evidence. 

Specifications  numbered  ">  and  (J  are  subject  to  the  same  objec- 
tions applicable  to  No.  4. 

None  of  the  specifications  aver  that  the  testimony  of  de- 
r<*iidant  was  material  or  that  it  wius  untrue. 

We  suggest  that  upon  another  trial  of  this  case,  in  the  Snlwnli- 
nate  Lodge,  if  one  l)e  had.  that  the  sjiecifications  lie  so  amended 
that  each  will  plainly  and  clearly  set  out  the  offense,  according 
\(t  due  Masonic  proctnlure.  There  are  other  errors  in  the  siKH-ifi- 
cations  which  could  l)e  avoidetl  bv  due  care. 

We  have  stated  the  main  ones. 

The  evidence  in  the  case,  as  appears  from  the  transcript,  was 
not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  convicticm.  Following  the  errors  of 
tlie  specifications,  it  was  ambiguous,  indefinite  and  uncertain. 
Tlie  main  insufficien(\v.  however,  is  in  the  totnl  alwence  of  any 
proof  that  the  defendant  ever  testified  to  the  fwts  stAte^l  or 
testified  at  all  as  cliarge<l  in  the  specifications. 

It  appears  that  the  transaction  alMiut  which  the  defendant  teati- 
fiedwH8ahmdpurcha.se,  and  th«Te  was  nmch  testimony  pro  and 
ron  offered  as  to  tin*  facts  of  the  transjiction.  but,  for  some  nnac- 
countable  reason,  none  ai)[H'ars  to  have  lieen  introdm^ed  showing 
tliat  the  defendant  gave  any  evidence  in  the  suit  which  grew  out 
«if  the  laisiness.  or  any  prcH)f  that  he  testified  as  charged  in  the 
I'oniiilaint.  No  matter  what  the  real  facts  of  the  business  were. 
tlie  (offense  attempte*!  to  be  charged  was  false  testimony  of  the 
jk-cus^mI  in  reference  ther»*to;  and,  as  to  this,  no  evidence  appears 
t«i  have  been  taken. 

Vour  Comniittee  recommend  that  the  action  of  said  Lodge, 
finding  the  api>ellant  guilty  and  indefinitely  suspending  him.  be 
M't  asid'^and  reversed,  and  that  this  case  l»e  remanded  for  fnrther 
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proceedings  in  said  Subordinate  Lodge  in  accordance  herewith. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory, 

Chairman. 

REPORT    ON    FINANCE. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope,  from  the  Committtee 
on  Finance,  made  the  following  Report,  and  it  was 
adopted: 

To  the  M. '.    W. '.  Grand  Lodije  of  Aluhamn: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  carefully  examined  the  books,  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the 
R.  •.  W.  *.  Grand  Secretary,  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  and  the  R.  *.  W. '. 
Grand  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Dingley,  and  also  the  funds  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  in  their  hands,  and  from  said  examination  your 
Committee  find  that  the  R.  •.  W.  •.  Grand  Se<^retary  has  receiv- 
ed and  is  properly  chargeable  with  the  following  amounts  as 
"General  Fund,"  to- wit: 

Grand  Lodge  dues  for  1 895  collected  since 

last  report I  1,339  28 

CJi-and  Lodge  dues  for  1896  to  Nov.  15.  1896.  3,458  95 

**  from   various  Lodj^es  for 

previous  years 98  <M) 

Amount  received  for    Charters  (8) 280  (K) 

•*    Dispensations  (2) 70  00 

'*    Gr.  Lodge  Certificates  19  00 

Widow's            "  13  25 

Mjiwmic  Codes  sold . .  18  30 


it  t •  <  • 


4  >  t  t  it 


Making   total   of  $  5,296  78 

All  of  which  has  been  paid  to  Grand  Treasurer,  and  for  which 
he  has  proper  vouchers,  to-wit: 

1896.  June     3.     Amount    paid     this     day 

(voucher  1) $  1,339  28 

Nov.    16.    Amount    paid    this     day 

(voucher  2) 3,957  50 

Making  total  of |  5,296  78 


4«  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1806 

The  R.  *.  W.  *.  Grand  Secretary'  has  received  and  is  properly 
chargeable  with  the  following  amounts  as  "Contingent  Fund," 
to- wit: 

Balance  on  hand  at  laRt  Annual  Communi- 
cation   ♦         4H4 

Anionnt  received  from  Grand  Treasurer 750  00 


Making  total  of I      764  64 

Of  which  amount  he  is  entitled    to  the  following  credits, 
disbursements  from  said  fund,  to- wit: 

For  postage,  express,  telegrams,  etc        ^ 

•    printing  and  stationery 

•'    gas 

• '    servant   hire 

'    fuel 

'  •    post  office  box  rent 

various  sundries  on  proper  vouchers . . . 

Making  total  credits $      683  34 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  said 
funds I       61  80 

Your  Committee  further  find  that  the  R.  *. 
W. ".  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  our 
last  Annual  Communication  a  Imlance  of  .s^  8,680  03 

Since  that  time  he  has  received  from 
Grand  Secretary  5.296  78 


«   229  30 

356  50 

21  17 

32  50 

23  25 

8  00 

22  62 

Making  total  of |  8.985  81 

And  has  i)aid  out  on  proper  vouchers 5,403  55 


Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of $  3.582  £ 

To  which  add  balance  of  (!ontingent  fund  in 

hands  of  Grand  St^cretary f  61  30 

Estimated  dues  received  by  Grand  Secretary 

since  Nov.    inth,  ISIM^ t,200  00 

Estimate  of  back  dues 150  00 

Estimated  receipts  for  Charters  (12) 70  00 

*•  Dispensations  (4) 140  00 

"  (Vrtificates 40  00 

from  sale  of  Co<les 20  00—1,681   80 


Making  tot-al  of    |  6.268  66 
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Of  this  amonnt   your  Committee   recommend    the  following 
appropriations  to  defray  current  expenses,  to- wit: 
For  salary-  of  Grand  Secretary  (to  be  paid  in 

monthly  installments) ^  1,800  00 

For  Assistant  Grand  Secretary 

'  *    Salary  of  Grand  Treasurer  for  last  year 

"     Lecturer,    to   be   paid 
quarterly 

For  salary  of  Grand  Chaplain  at  this  com- 
munication  

For  salary  of  Grand  Tyler  at  this  communi- 
cation  

For  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence   

For  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Suspensions, 
Expulsions  and  Appeals. . .  

For  Rent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 

"    Expenses  of  Grand  Tyler  this  Commu- 
nication     . .  

For  expenses  of  Committees  on  Work  and 
Finance  

For  Salary  of  Brother  Dingley  as  Grand 
Registrar  for  ensuing  year  as  heretofore 
recommended    450  00 

For  Contingent  Fund  of  Grand  Secretary,  in- 
cluding sum  of  |70.(X)  to  be  paid  therefrom 
for  a  typewriter  for  use  of  Grand  Sec'tary        750  00 

For  amount  due  Permanent  Trust  Fund  for 
Charters,  Dispensations  and  Codes 368  30—5,255  30 


200  (K) 

150  00 

300  00 

25  00 

25  00 

200  00 

50  00 

800  00 

17  00 

120  00 

Leaving  balance  of $         8  26 

PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  Committee  have  also  examinefl  the  An- 
nual Report  of  the  Trustees  of  your  Per- 
manent Trust  Fund,  and  find  that  at  the 
date  of  last  Report  they  had  a  balance  of  .$  2,651   20 

Have  received  from  Grand  Registrar  Ding- 
ley  as  cash  found  among  old  records  ...  17  25 

Have  received  from  General  Fund 208  60— $2,877.05 
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Have  received  interest  on  27  Alabama  Bonds  '>40  0()  — |S,877.05 

"  18        "            •'  3«0  00 

"    2  Coupon       •'  8  (X) 

froniRaleofO  AlalMiuia    "  9,(i75  (M) 

Making  total  of $12,400  tro 

( )f  which  anionnt  they  have  paid: 

For  deed  to  real  estate 9,750  00 

For  fees  to  State  Treasurer 4  oO— 9,754  oO 

Leaving  balance  on  hand  of f  3,705  55 

CONDITION  OF   PKKMANKNT  TRUST   FL'ND. 

Your  Permanent  Trust  Fund  consists  of  the  following  items. 
to- wit: 
Eighteen  Alabama  Bonds,  Class  "A."  registered,  of  the 

d»^nominationof*l.<HM).n()Hich #18,000  <m) 

Two  Alatmma  Coupon  Bonds  of  *HK).00  each 2lN)  INI 

Interest  due  January  1st,  1807,  onsf5lS,2<M).<M)  at5i)er  ct.        455  0<i 

( 'ash  on  hand 3,705  55 

Add  appropriations  for    Charters,    Disi)ensation8  and 

CtKles :jtt8  .W 

Total  amount ♦i^2.fW7  85 

Tn  which  add  value  of  real  estate  purchased 0,750  ilHi 


Making  grand  total  of  Tnist  Fund  andproi)erty  |32.887  85 
Fraternally  submitted, 

Bkn.1.  F.  Popf:, 
Bkn.  M.  Jacohs. 

Comniitt(*e. 

After  prayer  by  tlie  U.-.  W.-.  and  Ueverend  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lod^e  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment,  until  9  o'clock  a.  ni.  to-morrow. 


1896]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  49 


IN  6RANB  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  Dec.  2d,  1896. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  9  o'clock,  M.*.  W.*.  Grand  Master  George  P. 
Harrison  presiding,  and  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT    ON  p.-.  C.-.  DEGREE. 

Brother  A.  M.  Scott,  of  the  Committee  on  Work, 
made  Report  on  the  F.-.  C.-.  Degree,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Brother  H.  H.  Matthews,  the  further 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Work  was  postponed 
and  made  the  special  order  for  8  o'clock  this  evening. 

On  motion  of  Brother  H.  G.  Earnest,  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special  order  for  3 
o'clock  this  p.  m. 

ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  TO  MASONIC  CODE. 

R.'.  W.-.  Brother  R.  M.  Cunningham  offered  the 
following  Resolution,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred 
to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  R.*.  W.-.  Grand 
Secretary  and  Brothers  Louis  J.  Adler  and  Robert  P. 
Lovelady,  as  follows : 

Whereiui,  Brother  D.  P.  Christenberry  has  prepared  an  Alpha- 
betical Index  to  the  Masonic  Code  of  1893,  and 
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Whcndit,  He  fratenially  tendt-rs  the  same  to  the  M.  *.  W.*. 
(xrand  Lcxl^e;  therefore.  l)e  it 

litsttbrd.  That  a  romiiiittee  of  three  l)e  apixniitecl,  of  which 
the  R.  •.  W.  •.  Grand  Secretary  shall  he  Chainnan.  to  examine 
said  Index  and  rejiort  to  this  (rrnnd  Lodj^e  such  recommenda- 
tion in  relation  thereto  as  it  niav  detennine. 

LOZAHATCUEE  LODGE,  NO.  97. 

K.".  W.*.  Brotlier  R.  M.  Cunningham  offered  the 
following  Resolution  us  to  Lozahatchec  Lodge: 

Whcmis,  The  (.'liartfT  i>l'  ljozahat<*hee  Lodffe,  No.  07.  formerly 
at  Goshen,  ('herokeo  County,  has  lieen  declared  forfeitefl  by  thia 
Grand  Lcnlge;  and 

Whfira^,  A  nninher  of  the  fonnt  r  nieinlH»rs  of  s;iid  Lod^.  to- 
;;ether  with  other  Master  Masons,  having  iH'titioiifMl  for  a  Dis- 
pensation for  a  new  lj(Ml;^e  U*  he  opened  at  Piwlniont.  C*allic»un 
County,  to  l)e  known  as  Lozaliatclu-e  Lt»d.irr,  No.  .VIT,  and 

WluiftLs,  The  jewels,  funiilnreand  other  proi»erty  lielon^in;? 
to  the  old  Lod^e  were  turned  over  to  the  said  new  L<Kl;^e  for  its 
us(\  and  said  jewels  are  inst-ribf^l,  "Li>zahatchf*e  L(m1;;«s  No.  97"; 
therefore,  be  it 

lifsolnd.  That  the  jewels,  furniture,  etc.,  Ik*  jj:iv<*n  to  the  said 
nifw  Lwl^e.  and  that  the  Charter  ^a*anted  to  it  l)e  ^ven  the  No. 
!•<'.  in  lien  of  No.  547. 

MASONIC  BURIAL. 

Brother  William  G.  Robertson  ottered  the  follow- 
ing Resolution,  which  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Work : 

livsnhrd.  That  the  d<M'ision  of  the  M.".  W. '.  (vrand  Master  on 
Tlie  Burial  Service  l)e  so  niodititKl  that,  in  cjises  where  it  is  rea- 
sonably impracticable  and  inconvenient  to  perform  such  service 
at  the  time  of  interment  of  a  dweastnl  Brother,  it  may  be  done  as 
soon  thereafter  as  practicable;  but  that  this  Resolution  shall  not 
warrant  the  willful  or  careless  neglect  of  i)erforminjf  the  service 
at  the  time  of  the  burial. 

After  prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.*.  and  Reverend  Grand 
(Uiaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


ria 
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IN  GRAND  L0BGE. 


Wednesday  Afternoon,  Dec.  2d,  1896. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  3  o'clock,  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  George  P. 
Harrison  presiding,  and  other  Grand  Officers  in  their 
respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  special  order  for  the  hour  being  the  election  of 
Grand  Officers,  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the 
election,  with  the  following  result : 

James  A.  Bilbko        Grand  Master. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Russell  M.  Cunnincjham Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Robert  J.  Redden Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  H.  Dinoley Grand  Treasurer. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Grand  Secretary. 

Charles  A.  Allen Grand  Tyler. 

APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

William  C.  Bledsoe Grand  Chaplain. 

David  W.  McIVER     Grand  Marshal. 

Henry  H.  Matthews    Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Ben  M.  Jacobs Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Jacob  Kahn Senior  Grand  Steward. 

J.  M.  P.  Otts,  Jr Junior  Grand  Steward. 
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BY-LAWS. 

Brotlicr  Jerry  Fountain,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  By-Laws,  made  the  following  Report,  which 
was  adoi)tcd : 

To  the  (ji'tind  hnlift.  nf  Aluhinnn: 
Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  luive  examined  the  following: 

Boaz No.  M« 

Lozahatchee No.  547 

And  beg  leave  to  reiMirt  as  follows: 

Boaz,  No.  54(1,  By-Laws  api>roved. 
Lozahatchee,  No.  .')47.  By  Laws  ani>roved. 

Vonr  Committee  wt>nld  reoomniend  that  By-Laws  hereafter 
presented  to  this  Orand  Lodj^e.  for  action  thereupon,  be  sent  np 
in  a  well-written  and  proper  shai)e.  and  not  in  an  interlineat-ed 
copy  of  some  other  L(m1^»/s  printed  By-Laws. 

Fraternallv  submitted. 

JkKKY  FOITNTAJN. 
W.  W.  HiLU 

E.  S.  Cornish, 
T.  R.  Ward. 

TIME  FOR  IJALLOTINi;  ON  PETITIONS. 

Brother  B.  Davie  oftered  the  follow-ing  Uesolution. 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

lifsohfil.  That  Section  M)  of  Chaiiter  IV.  of  the  Edicts  and  De- 
ci'^ions  of  tlic  Grand  Jjodir**  <>f  Alabama,  on  i>aj^e  57,  of  the  Ma- 
>onic  C»»de  of  \Hm,  wliich  n-ads.  'No  ballot  on  a  jMnition  for  ini- 
tiation can  }>e  takrn  until  tbo  rxpirali<»n  of  tme  month  from  the 
time  of  tilinff  i)ctition."'  ])r  auM^nded  }>y  adding  the  folloi^ing: 

l*rnriflnl.  That  Lrwlj^t  s  Imldin^x  their  Communications  semi- 
iimiithly  may.  at  their  discn'titni.  ballnt  on  a  i)etition  at  the  Reg- 
ular Communication  next  succcrdinj^  that  at  which  the  applica- 
tion was  tib'd." 

ALPHAliETICAL  INDEX  TO  CODE. 

Brother  Louis  .1.  Adler,  from  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Alidiabetieal  Index  to  Code,  made  the  foUow- 
iniC  lieport,  whicli  was  adopted  : 


ISamSilLJSZ^srr'r — 


1896]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  53 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

We,  your  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Reso- 
lution relative  to  the  Alphabetical  Index  of  the  Masonic  Code, 
prepared  by  Brother  D.  P.  Christenberry,  bej?  leave  to  report  that 
we  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  work,  which  supplies  a 
greatly  felt  want.  We  deem  this  Index  of  much  importance  and 
recommend  that  the  R.  *.  W.  *.  Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  to 
have  1,500  copies  of  the  same  printed,  of  a  size  to  correspond  with 
the  Code  and  in  shape  to  be  attached  thereto,  furnishing  Wor- 
shipful Masters  a  copy  gratuitously.  Copies  of  the  Code  in  fu- 
ture shall  contain  this  said  Index,  without  additional  charge. 

The  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Lodges  are  requested  to  notify 
the  Grand  Secretary  as  to  the  number  of  Codes  in  their  respective 
Lodges,  in  order  that  they  may  be  supplied  with  the  reiiuisite 
copies  of  said  Index. 

DISPENSATIONS,  NO.  1. 

Brother  W.  L.  Thomason,  trom  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations,  No.  1,  made  the  following  Reports  and 
they  were  adopted: 

BOAZ  LODGE,   NO.    54(5, 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  AUihama: 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations,  No.  1,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  books  and  records  of  Boaz  Lodge,  No.  54(5.  at  Boaz,  in 
the  County  of  Marshall,  having  given  them  that  careful  con- 
sideration that  the  subject  demanded.  l>eg  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

We  find  the  Minutes  neatly  kept  and  practically  correct,  and 
recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to  the  said  Lodge. 

CARNEY   LODGE,    NO.    549. 

Also  that  the  petition  for  a  Dispensation  for  Carney  Lodge, 
No.  540,  to  be  located  at  Atmore.  in  the  County  of  Escambia, 
being  in  due  form  and  recommended  by  Bay  Minette  Lodge,  No. 
40H,  and  from  representations  made  to  your  Committee,  accom- 
panied by  proper  vouchers,  we  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the 

petitioners  be  granted. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  L.  Thomason. 

L.  L.  McLeod, 

C.  J.  Martin,  Jr., 

r.  e.  mcwilliams, 

Wm.  H.  Robertson. 
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RKl'OKT  OF  REGISTRAR. 

Brother  Win.  II.  Dingley,  Registrar,  made  the  fol- 
lowing Report,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  received  and 
ordered  to  he  printed  with  the  Proceediugfl: 

V'o  tfie  J/.-.  W.'.  a  rand  Unlye,  A.\  F.\  cfr  A.:  M.'.  of  Ala.: 

m 

III  compliance  with  the  iiistnictions  of  the  Grand  LodK<)  at  its 
last  Annual  Conimunicntion.  I  have  continned  the  claasifieation 
of  papers,  and  the  Grand  Rej^ister.  now  iinnil)ering  abont  ISJNX) 
names. 
The  returns  of  1H1).*>  have  lieen  examine<i  and  registered. 
The  returns  of  iSiM}  have  been  examinetl,  corrected  and  made 
ready  for  registraticm :  so  far  as  information  has  l)een  given  by 
the  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Lixlges.  many  additions  have  also 
been  made  to  the  Re;?ister  i)f  Lodges. 

Fraternally  submittetl, 

Wm.  H.  Dinolky, 

Registrar. 

On  motion  of  R.-.  W.-.  Brother  R.  M.  Cunning- 
han),the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  tixing  the  time 
for  the  further  Rei)ort  of  the  Committee  on  Work  at 
S  o'clock,  was  reconsidered,  and  the  hour  tor  the  Re- 
port was  fixed  at  7:30  this  p.  m. 

After  prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Rev.-.  Grand 
Chaplain,  tlie  M.*.  W.-.  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from 
labor  to  refreshment  until  7:30  o'clock  p.  m. 
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IN  GRAND  UODGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  2d,  1896. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7:30  o'clock,  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  Geo. 
P.  Harrison  presiding,  and  other  Grand  Officers  in 
their  respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.-.  W.-.  and  Rev.-.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT  ON  M.-.  M.'.   DEGREE. 

The  special  order  for  this  hour  being  the  further 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  Brother  A.  M. 
Scott,  from  said  Committee,  made  Report  on  M.*. 
M.-.  Degree,  and  it  was  adopted. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    MASONIC   JURISPRUDENCE. 

M.-.  W.-.  Brother  F.  L.  Pettus,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing Report  which  was  considered  seriatim: 

!ZV>  thf  M.  •.  \V.  •.  Grand  Lodye  of  Alabama: 

Your  Comniittee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  Decisions  of  the  M.  *.  W.  *.  Grand  Master,  at  the  pres- 
ent Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  would  most  respect- 
fully report  as  follows: 

(1)  That  we  approve  of  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  num- 
bered 1,  2.  3,  4.  5,  6,  7,  S.  9,  10,  11,  13,  15,  1«,  17,  19.  21,  23,  24 
and  26.    (Adopted.) 

(2)  That  the  Decision  of  the  (^rand  Master,  numbered  12, 
*'that  a  Subordinate  Lodge  has  a  right  to  reconsider  its  action  on 
any  suljjet^t,  upon  a  motion  made  by  a  Brother  who  voted  in  the 


56 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 


[1896 


affirmative,  at  the  commnnication  next  succeeding  the  one  at 
which  auch  action  was  taken",  would  dei)end  entirely  on  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Subordinate  Lodge,  it  havin<i^  the  right  to  rejf- 
nlate  the  matter.     ( Adojited. ) 

(3)  We  think  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master,  numbered  14, 
is  too  broad  and  may  l>e  an  invasion  of  th-f?  prerogative  of  the 
Grand  Master.     (Rejected.) 

(4)  We  do  not  agree  with  the  Grand  Master  in  his  decision. 
No.  in,  "that  Mivsters  of  subordinate  Lodges  i^nnot  permit  the 
members  to  vouch  for  visiting  Brethren,  without  they  have  sat 
in  a  Lodge  with  them'\  (see  Edicts  and  Decisions  on  pagebM),  sec- 
tions 1  and  *2  of  the  Masonic  Code  of  1893).     (Adopted.) 

(5)  We  do  not  agree  with  the  Decision  of  the  Grand  Master. 
No.  20,  for  the  reason  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  know  anything 
whatsoever  with  reference  to  a  ballot  in  a  Masonic  Lodge,  how 
it  was  cast,  or  the  motives  which  may  or  may  not  have  actuated 
the  member  casting  the  ballot.     (Adopted. ) 

(fi)  We  di8api)rove  Decision  No.  22,  with  reference  to  the  res- 
toration to  membership  of  one  indefinitely  suspended,  as  this 
matter  was,  in  our  opinion,  tinally  de<*ided  at  the  session  of  this 
(Trand  Lodge  in  18i»4  -  (see  Prcxteedings  ■1894.  pages  53  and  54). 
(Adopted.) 

(7)  We  are  also  constraineil  to  differ  with  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  his  Decision,  No.  2").  in  reference  to  right  of  a  profane  to 
petition  for  Initiation.  We  think  that  in  such  cases  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Ccmstitntion  to  confine  the  ijn>fane  to  the  Lodge 
within  whose  Jurisdiction  he  resides,  uuhss,  by  its  consent,  au- 
thority is  given  to  anotlier  Lodge  to  receive  his  petition. 
( Rejected. ) 

Fraternally  submitted. 

Francis  L.  Pettus. 
Wm.  G.  Cochran k, 
g.  a.  joinkr. 

LUM  DUKK, 

Committee. 
OVERTURE    FROM    THE    ORAXD    LOD(JE  OF   MAINE. 

W.-.  W.-.  Hrotlicr  Pettus,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  asked  for  further 
time  in  which  to  consider  tlie  overture  from  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  Maine,  with  reference  to  the   admission  of 
rejected  candidates,  which  was  granted. 

DISPENSATIONS,    NO.  2. 

Brother  M.  K.  Clements,  from  Committee  on  Dis- 
pensations, No.  2,  made  Report,   and  it  was  adopted: 

To  the  M. '.  W. '.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations,  No.  2,  begs  leave  to  report 
that  we  have  examined  the  minutes  of  Lozahatchee  Lodge, 
No.  97  (working  under  Dispensation  as  No.  547),  and  find  that  they 
have  been  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and  recommend  that  a  Char- 
ter be  granted  to  the  said  Lodge. 

We  recommend  that  Carmichael  Lodge,  No.  548  (working 
under  Dispensation),  be  permitted  to  continue  to  work  under 
Dispensation  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  the  Secretary  hav- 
ing failed  to  send  the  books  and  records  for  examination,  but 
the  Worshipful  Master  of  said  Lodge  assures  your  Committee 
that  the  Lodge  is  doing  faithful  work. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

M.  K.  Clements, 
S.  H.  Williams, 
Jno.  M.  p.  Otts,  Jr., 
Committee. 

PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Brother  William  G.  Robertson,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  submitted 
the  following  Keport,  which  was  adopted : 

To  the  M. '.  W. '.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  subjoined  Report: 

FirM.  The  petition  of  Lozahatchee  Lodge,  No.  547,  request- 
ing the  change  of  the  number  of  said  Lodge,  for  reasons  therein 
stated,  which  being  satisfactory  to  your  Committee,  and  no  ob- 
jections having  been  tiled  against  said  petition,  we  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  said  petition  be  granted  and  that  the  Charter 
granted  to  said  Lodge  have  the  number  97,  instead  of  547. 
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Second.  Wakrentok  Lodge,  No.  3iJ0,  a^ks  for  permission  to 
move  location  of  said  Lodge  from  Union  Grove  to  Arab.  It 
appears  from  the  petition  that  at  a  Re^ilar  Communication  of 
said  Lodge,  in  October,  IHiHi,  a  Kenohition  was  adoi>ted  authoriz- 
ing said  petition,  and.  as  ai)pears  from  the  certificate  of  the  Sec- 
retary, nnder  the  Seal  of  said  Ltxlge,  the  names  attached  to  the 
petition  constitute  a  majority  of  the  members  of  said  Lodge:  and, 
further,  that  no  counter  petition  has  been  filed. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  s:iid  petition  be  granted. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

WU.I.IAM  (4.  HOHKRTRON. 

Chairman. 
THANKS  OF  UKAND  LODdE  TO  MISS  LEILA  HERBERT. 

R.'.  \V.\  James  A.  Bilbro,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
offered  tlie  following  Resolution,  and  it  was  unani' 
inotishj  adopted  hy  the  Grahd  Lodge  on  a  rising  vote: 

lifstilvrd.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  conlially 
•  'xtende<l  to  Miss  Leila  Herlwrt,  Vice- Regent  for  Alaliama  of  the 
"Ladies*  Mount  Vernon  As.sociation  for  I*i-eserving  the  Home  and 
Tomb  of  Washington."  for  her  generous  donation  of  handsome 
pb(»tographic  views  of  the  home  and  tomb  of  Washington,  and  a 
L^avel  made  of  the  woo<l  of  th«?  last  trtv-  a  magnolia — which 
r.rother  (ieorge  Washington  planted  at  Mount  Vernon,  iHifore 
his  death,  "an  imitation,  in  shape  and  dimensions,  of  the  famous 
^^*lvel  now  in  possession  of  Potomac  Lodge,  No.  5  (then  Columbia 
i^odge.  Xo.  1J>,  of  Maryland),  to  which  Washington  presented  it. 
after  using  it  in  laying  the  cornerstone  of  the  United  States  Cap- 
itol, at  Washington." 

And.  also,  that  our  R. '.  W. '.  Grand  Secretary  be  requested  to 
t  iirnish  Miss  Herbert,  with  a  copy  of  the  alx)ve  Resolution,  under 
tlie  Seal  i)f  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Washington's  home  and  tomb. 

Brother  W.  J.  Shirley  offered  tlie  following  lieso- 
Intion,  uml  it  wus  adopted  : 

litstflml.  That,  in  order  to  jjrovide  an  a<le<]uate  plan  for  bring- 

iiiir  th<*  api>eal  of  Miss  Herl)ert.  Vij-e-Regent  for  Alal>amaof  the 

Ladies'  Mount  Vernon  Association  for  Preserving  the  Home  and 
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Tomb  of  Washington,"  to  the  attention  of  the  Craft  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  this  lauda- 
ble and  patriotic  cause,  that  this  Grand  Lodge  hereby  requests 
the  Delegates  present  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of 
their  respective  Lodges,  and  to  ask  the  Brethren  to  make  con- 
tributions commensurate  with  the  claims  of  this  worthy  object; 
and  that  the  Worshipful  Masters  of  said  Lodges  forward  the 
amounts  so  contributed  to  the  "Special  Committee  on  the  Home 
and  Tomb  of  Washington,"  as  provided  for  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  Jamee  O.  Bailey,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Leave  of  AbSi^nce,  made  the  following  Re- 
port, which  was  received  and  ordered  entered  upon 
the  Minutes : 

To  the  M. '.  W. '.  (wrand  Ijhlge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Leave  of  Absence  beg  leave  to  report  that, 
for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  leave  of  absence  has  been  granted 
to  the  following  Brethren,  to- wit: 

T.  C.  Morton— Charles  Baskerville,  No.  281. 

E.  Vickery— Winfield.  No.  3()4. 

V.  D.  Bennett— Sepulga,  No.  233. 

J.  T.  Greene- -Cataula,  No.  18«. 

A.  W.  Hayes— Cold  Water,  No.  178. 

T.  J.  Springfield— Guin,  No.  478. 

J.  U.  Ray— Blocton,  No.  474. 

M.  H.  Jones— Dothan,  No.  466. 

J.  J.  Collins— Taylor,  No.  447. 

M.  R.  Gilchrist— Bullock,  No.  276. 

W.  W.  Ransom— Birmingham  Fraternal,  No.  384. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  O.  Bailey, 

Chairman. 

EASTABOGA  LODGE,  NO.  155. 

The  R.-.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following 
Resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

Wheroas,  The  Charter  of  Eastabogo  Lodge,  No.  155,  was  de- 
clared forfeited  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues;  and 
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Wlvcmia,  Said  Lodge  having  paid  all  daes  to  the  Graud  Lodge. 
therefore 

HeHoh'i'd,  That  tii^  Ciiirter  ha  re.Htor;?d  and  said  Lodge  author- 
ized to  re -organize,  elect  ofti.'ers  and  continue  to  do  all  regular 
Masonic  work. 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.'.  W.-.  Brother  George  P.  Ilarrisou,  Graud  Mas- 
ter, duly  installed  the  Grand  Master  elect,  Brother 
James  A.  Bilbro,  assisted  by  K.-.  W.-.  Brother  David 
VV.  Mclver,  Grand  Marshal,  and  M.*.  W.-.  Grand 
Master  Bilbro  then  proceeded  to  install  the  other 
Grand  Officers  elect. 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  RETIRING    GRAND   MASTER. 

Brother  William  A.  Arnold  ottered  the  following 
Resolution,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Whcmus,  Our  M. '.  W.  •.  Past  Grand  Master,  George  P.  Harri- 
son, by  his  devotion,  ability  and  zeal  in  the  disc^harge  of  his  offi- 
cial duties,  often  difliinilt  and  sometimes  delicate,  has  greatly 
contributed  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  our  Order  through- 
out this  Grand  Jurisdiction:  therefore 

Wsnlnd,  That  a  (^ommitt(^  of  three  l)e  appointed  to  procure  a 
suitable  testimonial  to  be  presente<l  to  him  as  a  slight  token  of 
<»nr  ap])r€r.iation  and  est<H.*m. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  follow- 
ing Committee  to  procure  this  testimonial:  Past 
Grand  Masters  Armstrong  and  Harris  and  Grand 
Treasurer  Dingley. 

The  M.-.  W.-.  Grand  Master  announced  the  follow- 
ing as  the  Special  Committee  to  raise  contributions  in 
ai<l  of  the  Ladies'  Mt.  Vernon  Association  for  the 
rreservation  of  the  Home  and  Tomb  of  Washington: 
l*ii8t  ( I  rand  Masters  Geo.  P.  Harrison,  J.  G.  Ilarrifl 
and  H.  (May  Armstrong. 
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STANDING   COMMITTEES    APPOINTED. 

The  M.'.  W.-.  Grand  Master  annoanced  the  follow- 
ing Standing   Committees: 

ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENE. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Belknap. 

ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Henry  C.  Tompkins Montgomery. 

Francis  L.  Pettns Selma. 

Geo.  P.  Harrison  Oi>elika. 

Pinckney  N.  Hickman .  Geneva. 

Wm.  G.  Cochrane Tuscaloosa. 

ON  FINANCE. 

William  S.  Foster Mobile. 

Benjamin  F.  Poi)e Gadsden. 

Lew  Lazarus Birmingham. 

ON  SUSPENSIONS  EXPULSIONS  AND    APPEALS.  * 

H.  S.  D.  Mallory Selma. 

Lnm  Duke La  Fayette. 

Wm.  G.  Robertson Carrollton. 

ON  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Jas.  A.  Bilbro  Gadsden. 

B.  Dudley  Williams Oxford. 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery 

ON     WORK. 

Angus  M.  Scott ...  Charlton. 

Robert  J .  Redden Sulligent. 

Wm.  W.  McCollum Brierfield. 

Wm.  W.  Daffin Grove  Hill. 

Wm.  A.  Arnold Clopton. 

ON    TRANSPORTATION. 

Jno.  M.  DeCottes Montgomery. 

Samuel  Isaacs Montgomery. 

A  A.  Wiley Montgomery. 
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On  motion  of  R.*.  W.-.  Grand  Secretary,  H.  Clay 
Armstrong,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  ten- 
dered to  the  railroads  that  so  generously  transported 
the  members  of  this  Grand  Body  at  rednced  rates. 


MINUTES    READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Annual  Grand  Commu- 
nication, the  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of 
(^race,  by  R.-.  W.-.  and  Reverend  Grand  Chaplain 
Brother  Wm.  C.  Bledsoe,  the  Seventy  Sixth  Annual 
Grand  Communication  of  The  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  Alabama,  audits  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed 
in  Ample  Form  and  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master's  Gavel  fell  at  1 :  30  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  Thurs- 
day, Dec.  3d,  1896. 

II.   Clay   Armstronq, 

Grand   Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

— BY— 

M.-.  W.-.  Bro.  p.  J.  PILLANS,  P.-.  G.-.  M.-., Chairman. 


To  the  M. '.  W. '.  Grand  Lodge  of  AUtbama: 

Yonr  Committee  on  Masonic  Correspondence  congratulates 
the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  peace  prevailing  throughout  the  Masonic 
world  and  the  harmony  apparent  among  its  scattered  members. 

A  few  questions  remain  unsettled,  but  the  desire  for  a  harmo- 
nious adjustment  of  these,  so  universally  expressed,  betokens 
that  ere  long  a  final  settlement  will  be  reached  which  shall  give 
pleasure  to  all  of  us,  and  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

There  are  but  a  few  that  attempt  to  justify  the  use  of  ciphers 
and  their  position  is  by  no  means  strong.  Indeed,  we  think  that 
they  are  feebly  attempting  only  to  defend  the  wrong  doing  of 
their  Brethren.  Our  older  Brethren,  even  those  near  our  own 
age,  must  well  remember  the  earliest  lesson  taught  when  they 
were  made  Masons,  and  the  horror  experienced  on  hearing  that 
such  a  thing  existed.  We  are  satisfied  that  enough  has  occurred 
to  demonstrate  the  folly  of  their  use. 

With  thanks  to  our  Grand  Lodge  for  its  continued  confidence 
and  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Guild,  whom  I  may  not  hear  from 
again,  for  their  uniform  kindness,  I  tender  you,  my  dear  Breth- 
ren, this  review  of  nearly  all  English  speaking  Lodges.  The 
absence  of  the  few  is  deeply  regretted  by 

P.  J.  PiLLANS, 

Chairman  Committee. 


We  have  attempted  to  give  a  fair  review  of  the  following  Pro- 


ceedings which  have  reached  us: 

Arizona 1896 

Arkansas 1895 

British  Columbia 1895-96 

California 1895 

Canada 1 896 

Colorada 1895 


New  Hampshire 1896 

New  Jersey 1896 

New  Mexico —   1896 

New  South  Wales 1896 

New  York 1896 

New  Zealand 1896-96 


(\{\ 
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Delaware 1HH0 

District  of  Columbia 18»5 

Knglaiid 18!M> 

Florida 1890 

(teorjfia IHUo 

Idaho IW).") 

Illinois l.s<».V!Mt 

Indiaua  IHlMi 

Indian  Territory IsiMi 

Iowa IHDI) 

Kansas     iHlHi 

Kentucky  lSjr> 

Louisiana IHJKJ 

Maine WM) 

Manitoba ISlMi 

Mai^'land 1h»5 

]\Ias8a(rhusetts lS!>o 

Mirhipm isim 

Minnesota ISJMJ 

Mississippi ISlXi 

Montana isjJo-jMi 

Nevada ISJMi 

New  Bninswick 181*5 


North  Carolina ISIKi 

North  Dakota 18U6 

Nova  Scotia 18t>5 

Ohio        ...         .189-"5 

Oklahoma .  ■    189K 

Orej^on         1  H9o 

Pennsylvania 189o 

Prince  Edward  Island 181>« 

yuel>et! ISWi 

Rhode  Island lN9o 

South  Australia 1806 

South  Carolina 18!K5 

South  Dakota 1896 

Tennessee .  .18116 

Texas 189."! 

Utah I8«»6 

Vermont 1896 

Virj^inia l89o 

Washinjfton l8!Hi 

We.st  Virjdnia I  WW 

Wis<»onsin        IHWJ 

Wyoming? iHWi 


ARIZONA    14th  Annual,  Nc^vkmmkk,  189.'). 

Held  at  Prescott,  the  Jurisiliction  embracing  11  Lod>;eH,  with 
ii  membership  of  '><)y,  there  having;  l»een  a  loss  during  the  year 

of'.). 

M.-.  W.  •.  Grand  Master  R.  N.  Fredericks,  in  his  Addrew, 
speaks  of  the  prosiHH-t.  in  that  State,  we  iM'lieve,  in  terms  which 
w«*  f^ive  Iwlow: 

•'The  past  year  has  been  a  prosperousone  for  nearly  every  sec- 
tion of  Arizona.  The  Imildinj;  <>f  railroads  has  bn>u);ht  us  iu 
closer  touch  than  ever  Ivfore:  the  stagecoach  and  bnck-boHrd 
liave  in  some  l(H*aliti(*s  becomi'  almost  obsolete:  a  few  hours  ride 
)>ehind  the  iron  st«^d  will  now  brin^  us  to  our  destination. 
wliereas.  in  former  vears.  it  took  several  davs  to  make  the  same 
journey.  The  capitalist  is  not  as  shy  to  invest  in  Arizona  as  in 
years  jjone  by;  we  sei*  him  in  the  mountains  furnishing  the  nee- 
♦'ssiiry  funds  to  carry  on  mining:  again  we  find  him  in  the  val- 


ilHl 
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leys  engaged  in  water  storage,  horticnltaral  and  agricnltnral 
pursuits.  New  blood  is  being  infused  into  our  various  enterpri- 
ser; the  hardy  emigrant  has  turned  his  face  to  the  southwest, 
and,  unless  all  signs  fail,  we  are  actively  engaged  in  building  a 
large  and  prosperous  State. " 

This  is  gratifying  intelligence  to  us  at  this  distance  and  gener- 
ates hopes  not  heretofore  entertained. 

Equally  gratifying  is  the  following  in  relation  to  the  finances, 
from  th9  Rsport  of  C^mniitta?  on  the  Address: 

•*We  congratulate  the  Jurisdiction  upon  its  financial  condition, 
and  would  recommend  that  the  incoming  Grand  Master,  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  be  authorized  to  invest  the  funds 
of  this  (xrand  Lodge  in  such  manner  as  they,  in  their  good  judg- 
ment, may  see  fit.  The  individual  Lodges  are  to  be  congratula- 
ted on  their  excellent  financial  standing." 

In  response  to  the  proposition  from  Wisconsin,  Grand  Lodge 
adopted  the  following: 

'*ltti<(dve(l,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona,  for  itself  and  its 
constituent  Lodges,  believes  that  it  is  the  duty  of  each  Lodge  of 
Masons  to  take  c^re  of  its  own  members  and  their  widows  and 
orphans  in  distress  wherever  they  may  be;  provided,  that  the 
Lodge  furnishing  relief  shall  in  no  case  go  beyond  the  actual 
necessaries  without  first  being  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Lodge 
from  which  repayment  is  expected. " 

This  Grand  Lodge  joined  the  "Masonic  Collector's  Associa- 
tion" and  provided  for  its  contribution. 

No  grievances  were  reported,  nor  did  we  find  any  Report  on 
Correspondence,  which  is  as  last  year,  though  among  the  Com- 
mittees apponted  we  see  that  this  one  is  provided  for,  and  we 
may  again  hear  from  Brother  Goldwater. 

Artemus  L.  Grow,  Tombstone,  G.  M. 
George  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  G.  Sec'y. 

ARKANSAS— 56th  Annual,  November,  1895. 

Lodges,  442;  members,  13,421;  loss  399. 

Grand  Master  N.  P.  Richmond  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in 
Ample  Form,  and  spoke  feelingly  and  beautifully  of  the  apathy 
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and  I088  of  interent  in  Masonry,  snggesting  that  in  addition  to 
the  prevalent  financial  condition  of  the  conntr>',  it  was  probable 
that  the  too  infrequent  nse  of  the  black -Iwill  tended  to  this  c»on- 
dition.  Would  it  not  Ik?  well  in  this  connection  to  consider  also 
what  influence  the  cheapening  of  Masonr>',  by  diminishing  the 
fees  and  requiring  small  dues,  and  the  inordinate*  mnltii>lication 
of  Lodges,  may  also  have? 

Dispensations  for  three  new  Lo<lges  were  issued,  while  two  had 
l)een  continued,  and  these  five  rei*ei ved  Chart<»rs  at  this  Commn- 
nication. 

Grand  Master,  to  the  following  question,  decided  as  given: 

* 'Question.  Has  a  visiting  Brother  the  right  to  demand  to  see 
the  Charter  of  the  Lo<lge  visite<l  l)efore  he  submits  to  examina- 
tion?" 

"Answer.  He  mav,  doubtless,  demand  to  see  the  Charter,  but 
such  demand  would  l)e  in  Imd  taste,  and  the  Lodge  would  be  un- 
der no  obligation  to  comply  therewith,   and  should  refuse  to  do 

HO." 

And  the  Committee  further  siivs: 

"As  to  No.  7,  disaijproved.  A  visitor  has  no  right  to  demand  to 
see  the  Charter,  as  was  so  decided  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  18J^2." 

Our  Grand  Lodge  determined  a  few  years  sinc<*  the  exact  re- 
verse of  this  position.  We  ourselves  think  the  above  the  better 
position. 

The  Tem])ledebt  still  annoys,  but  matters  are  looking  brighter. 

Two  Lo<lges  made  iipplicution  to  Grand  Lodge  for  authority 
to  unite  in  making  one  strong  Lixlge,  and  this  was  granted.  If 
there  were  fewer  Lo<lges,  with  larger  meml)ership  and  money  in 
the  till,  there  would  be  fewer  dr(>pi)ed  from  the  roll  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  and  dimissions.  we  firmly  ]>elieve. 

Three  gavels  made  of  olivewcnid  from  the  Mount'of  Olives,  were 
liresented  to  and  accepted  by  (4 rand  L(Kige.  They  were  the  gift 
«»f  Brother  latt,  Master  of  Royal  Solomon  Mother  Lodge  at  Je- 
rusalem. 

Brother  H.  H.  Meyers  delivered  a  verj-  chaste  and  eloquent 
oration  on  the  character  and  foundation  of  Masonry  and  the  du- 
ties of  Masons.     From  it  we  take: 
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*'We  live  in  acts,  not  breaths;  in  deeds,  not  thoughts.  We 
shonld  connt  life  by  the  heart  beats.  He  lives  most  who  thinks 
the  purest,  acts  the  noblest  and  does  the  best". 

Let  us  each  do  our  part,  and  let  to  do  good  be  our  motto. 

A.  G.  Washburn,  Waldron,  G.  M. 
Fay  Hempstead,  Little  Rock,  G.   Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  product  of  Brother  Sam'l 
H.  Davidson,  and  he  presents  a  valuable  review,  including  Ala- 
bama for  1894. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA— 24th  Annual,  June,  1896. 

Lodges,  21;  members,  1,269;  gain,  193. 

There  was  one  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge,  which  was  char- 
tered at  this  Communication. 

Grand  Master  R.  B.  McMicking,  in  the  following,  well  puts 
the  feelings  that  inspire  and  trouble  every  one  elevated  to  the 
exalted  position,  we  think: 

"The  Masonic  year  just  closed  has  been  to  me,  at  times,  as  your 
chief  executive,  one  of  deep  concern,  yet,  withal,  a  source  of 
genuine  pleasure.  Concern,  bom  of  the  very  thought  of  the 
grave  responsibilities  assumed  which  must  come  to  all  in  vary- 
ing measure,  who  are  called  upon  to  preside  over  the  destinies  of 
a  craft  so  hoary  with  years,  dignified  by  attainment  and  associa- 
tion, and  characteiized  by  acts  of  tenderness  and  compassion  ;  a 
craft  so  lofty  in  its  aims,  so  ripe  with  brilliant  and  honorable 
achievement,  so  potent  for  good,  whose  object  has  ever  been  the 
elevation  of  our  rac«,  by  lifting  men  into  a  higher  and  nobler 
estate,  and  making  them  free  by  deliverence  from  the  tjrranny  of 
their  passions  and  appetites — among  human  institutions,  first  in 
usefulness,  as  it  is  first  in  order  of  time.  And  pleasure,  brethren, 
in  being  called  upon  to  build  upon  the  foundations  so  well  and 
truly  laid  by  generations  of  faithful  master-builders  who  have 
preceded  us,  and  whose  memory  we  revere,  as  well  as  by  the 
many  courtesies  extended  by  officers  and  brethren  alike,  with 
whom  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  exchange  fraternal  greeting, 
since  you  so  generously  honored  me,  a  year  ago,  by  calling  me  to 
preside  over  yon  in  the  capacity  of  your  Grand  Master." 
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He  nr^es  the  eRtablishnient  of  a  MaHonic  Home,  and  the  coiu- 
inittee  to  whom  the  jiddress  was  referred  on  this  subject  say: 

"We  are  in  hearty  accord  with  the  sentiments  expressed  abont 
th(^  desirability  of  erecting;  and  maintaining  a  Masonic  Home, 
bnt  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  declare  that  the  time  is  not 
yet  ripe  for  such  an  undertaking.  The  charity  disi)en8ed  by  the 
various  Lodges  has,  we  consider,  in  a  great  measure,  thus  far, 
met  the  needs  of  the  Jurisdic^tiou  in  this  particular.  The  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee,  however,  as  suggested  by  the  M. '. 
W.  *.  Gnmd  Master,  meets  with  our  hearty  approval." 

A  resolution  providing  such  committee  was  appointed  to  make 
report  at  next  Annual. 

The  Treasurer  reiM)rt.s  a  balance  of  over  ^Jl. 2* Ml  in  the  general 
fund  and  near  ^o.ooo  as  the  amount  of  the  charity  fund. 

At  the  afternoon  sessicm  of  the  second  day  the  Grand  Lodge. 
in  a  body,  i)roceeiled  in  due  order  to  a  chun-h  to  listen  to  an  able 
sermon  from  V.  W.  Bru.  John  A.  Logan.  Gnmd  Chaplain,  on  the 
duties  of  a  Mason. 

Lacev  R.  Johnson,  Vancouver,  (4.  M. 
W.  J.  Quinlan.  Victoria,  G.  Set^'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Alabama  for  I8W  is 
found,  is  by  P.  *.  G.  \  M. '.  Marcus  Wolfe,  and  is  a  verj*  complete 
di.splay  of  the  acts  of  other  Grand  Lodges  and  the  thoughts  gov- 
erning them  (m  all  iiniKirtant  subjects.  He  is  a  strenuous  en- 
dorser of  the  iM>siti(m  taken  by  Wisconsin  on  the  duties  of 
Lodges  and  Grand  Lodges  towanls  their  disabled  and  needy 
meml)ers  wheresoever  dispersed.  He  quotes  ]il)erally  from  Cal- 
ifornia on  this  subject,  and  we  fancy  demonstnites  that  snch  was 
coutemplate<I  in  the  original  foniiation  of  our  Order,  or  at  any 
rate  may  fairly  be  inferred  fn>m  the  provisions  for  a  charity  fund 
to  Ih?  found  in  the  Old  Regulations. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA    21  ST  Annual.  June,  1896. 

Lo<lges,  24:  members,  1.274:  gain,  4^. 

(rnuid  Master  Lacey  R.  Johnson  opened  Grand  Lodge  in 
ample  form  with  ReprcstfUtatives  fn>m  eighteen  Lodges  present 

We  commend  the  following  to  the  attention  of  our  brethren. 
iM'lieving  that  perhajis  they  are  as  applicable  to  our  mmdition 
to  theirM  : 
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**I  have  beeu,  sometimes,  and  especially  during  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  obliged  to  think  that  many  of  us  look  upon  Masonry 
as  a  mere  rendering  of  a  perfect  and  beautiful  Eitual  within  our 
Lodge  Rooms,  and  that  as  long  as  we  are  able  to  see  that  Ritual 
performed  to  our  satisfaction, — and  mind  you,  we  are  willing  to 
spend  any  amount  of  time  and  trouble  to  that  end, — we  have 
done  our  duty  as  Masons.  Brethren,  this  is  not  enough,  beauti- 
ful and  instructive  as  our  Ritual  may  be,  it  is  simply  the  shadow, 
the  substance  is  not  in  it,  or  as  an  eminent  Past  Grand  Master 
has  so  beautifully  put  it,— 'The  Ritualistic  teachings,  however 
beautiful  and  instructive  they  may  be,  are  simply  the  Key,  put 
into  the  Mason's  hand,  by  which  he  may  unlock  the  great 
Treasure  House,  where  are  garnered  the  stores  of  Masonic 
Truth."' 

'  'This  truth  must  be  studied  and  the  lessons  drawn  from  it  must 
be  practised  in  the  everyday  life  of  the  Mason,  if  the  outside 
world  is  to  be  made  to  believe  that  Masonry  is  what  we  claim  it 
to  be.  .The  world  is  not  in  possession  of  our  secret  signs  and 
words,  and  therefore  only  able  to  judge  of  Masonry  as  they  see 
it  exemplified  in  the  Masons'  lives.  How  often,  brethren,  do 
they  have  to  judge  it  as  anything  but  a  teacher  of  morality  and 
virtue,  temperance  and  brotherly  love  I  Too  often,  I  am  afraid, 
we  put  off  our  Masonry  with  our  regalia,  and  leave  it  locked  up 
in  the  Lodge  Room  and  forget  directly  we  are  outside,  what  we 
acknowledged  only  a  few  minutes  before,  viz:— That  the  All 
Seeing  Eye  of  the  Most  High  ever  beholds  us." 

Two  new  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  CJommunication. 

This  Grand  Lodge  requires  that  one  who  has  been  raised 
should  pass  an  examination  satisfactory  to  the  Lodge,  ere  he 
can  be  admitted  to  membership. 

We  give  you  one  section  of  the  Report  on  Masonic  Home, 
showing  the  caution  of  these,  our  brethren,  yet  a  liberal  appro- 
priation is  made  to  aid  in  the  support  and  education  of  orphans 
within  the  Jurisdiction: 

"2.  They  do  not  feel  warranted  in  recommending  that  such  a 
Home  should  be  opened  even  in  rented  quarters,  until  the  Grand 
Lodge  can  clearly  see  its  way  to  meet  the  annual  expense  that 
would  be  involved  in  maintaining  the  Home  in  a  creditable 
manner.  .  .  That  great  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in 
I)roviding  aimually  the  amount  retiuired  for  this  purpose  maybe 
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iuf erred  from  the  difiicnlty  experienced  by  other  Grand  Lodges 
whose  membership  and  resources  are  vastly  in  excess  of  onrs. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  for  example,  has  374  Subordinate 
Lodges  and  86,. "^OO  members,  and  yet  the  Grand  Secretary  of  that 
Jurisdiction  says:  "With  a  beautiful  and  cx)mmodions  Home 
completed,  and  now  giving  a  comfortable  home  to  twenty-five  or 
thirty  worthy  inmates,  the  question  of  its  permanent  support  is 
yet  problematical.  Although  Grand  Lodge  is  appropriating 
from  year  to  year  such  sums  as  its  financial  condition  will  war- 
rant for  the  temporary  support  of  the  Home,  no  acceptable  plan 
has  yet  l)een  devised  for  its  permanent  maintenance."  Bearing 
in  mind  the  financial  and  numerical  weakness  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  as  compared  with  that  of  Michigan,  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  it  will  be  wise  to  make  haste  slowly . " 

The  Wisconsin  i)lan  receivtod  the  approval  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
and  was  ordered  to  be  8])e('ially  sent  the  Sulx)rdinate  Lodges  that 
the  matter  might  be  considered  at  the  next  Annual  understand- 
ingly. 

The  General  Fund  amounts  to  ^1,500,  and  the  Charity  Fund  to 
$0,800. 

A  verj'  tine  sermon  from  the  text,  "I  therefore  beseech  yon 
that  you  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  we  are  called." 
was  delivered  before  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 
Bro.  J.  A.  Logan. 

Alex.  Charleson,  New  Westminster,  G.  M. 
W.  J.  CJuinlan,  Victoria,  (x.  St^c'y. 

A  very  complete  Report-  on  ("orrespondenc*  was  presented  by 
M.  •.  W.  •.  Bro.  Marcus  Wolfe,  P. ".  G.*.  M.  *.,  in  w^hich  Alabama  for 
I  s<»o  finds  her  usual  place.  He  thinks  G.  *.  M.  *.  Harrison  right  and 
the  Committee  wrong  on  the  Chastity  decnsion. 

CALIFORNIA-  4(>th  Annual,  Ocm^nKR,  1896. 

Lodges,  liOl;  meml)ers,  17,040:  gain.  391. 

M.  *.  W.  *.  (irand  Master  James  B.  Stevens  says: 

"It  is  with  uufeigne<l  s^itisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  congratalate 
you  uiKm  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  within  our  Jurisdiction 
(luring  the  year  just  close*!,  and  that  i)eace  and  harmony  ereiy- 
where  prevail. 
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"There  have  been  2,522  degrees  conferred,  and  we  have  made  a 
net  gain  in  membership  of  391,  and  three  new  Lodges  were  added 
during  the  year  by  Dispensation." 

In  the  Address  appears  the  following: 

"I  have  received  certain  documents  from  the  Representative  of 
a  clandestine  French  Lodge,  existing  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles, 
claiming  to  hold  a  Charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  Symbolic  of 
France — a  Body,  by  the  way,  of  which  we  have  no  official  knowl- 
edge—and asking  recognition  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  These  doc- 
uments have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence for  such  action  as  that  committee,  in  its  wisdom,  may 
deem  proper  ;  their  report  will  in  due  time  be  submitted  to  you. " 

He  is  grieved  that  so  many  dimitted  Masons  carry  their  dimits 
for  so  long  a  x>eriod  in  their  pockets,  and  recommends  some  ac- 
tion of  Grand  Lodge  on  the  subject,  notwithstanding  in  this 
Jurisdiction  one  remaining  unaffiliated  for  more  than  six  months 
is  deprived  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

The  fund  for  the  Masonic  Home  does  not  increase,  as  we  had 
believed  it  would,  yet  the  land  is  purchased  and 'paid  for  at  over 
$33,000. 

m 

The  amount  expended  by  the  seven  boards  of  relief  during  the 
year  in  the  relief  of  indigent  worthy  brethren  was  $19,000. 

There  was  a  measure  introduced  providing  for  life  member- 
ship, but  it  was  rejected.  We  think  this  the  course  of  wisdom, 
for  there  are  very  many  difficulties  in  the  way  which  render  tilis 
a  very  troublesome  question. 

The  recognition  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  de- 
ferred, that  further  information  in  relation  to  it  be  obtained. 

Edward  Myers  Preston,  Nevada  City,  G.  M. 
George  Johnson,  San  Francisco,  G  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  again  prepared  by  our  re- 
spected brother,  P. '.  G.  *.  Master  Wm.  A.  Davies,  who  kindly  and 
courteously  notices  both  Alabama  1894  and  ourself .  He  heartily 
endorses  the  decision  of  Grand  Master  Pettus,  wherein  he  ruled 
as  to  the  absolute  secrecy  of  the  ballot,  and  held  "that  a  Lodge 
has  no  right  to  inquire  who  casts  a  black  ball  and  why  it  was 
cast."  He  also  designates  as  common  sense  decision  that  of  our 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  wherein  they  hold  that  "It  is  not 
within  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  impose  any  other  quali- 
fications ux)on  the  candidate  for  the  degrees  than  those  imposed 
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l>y  Section  7,  Article  VI  of  the  Constitntion,"  viz:  that  he  "be  a 
man  free  lx>m,  of  the  aj<e  of  twenty  one  years  or  upwards,  of 
Kood  reputation,  and  of  8ut!icient  natural  intellectual  endow- 
ment,  and  with  nic.-ins  of  honest  Hubrtistenoe,  and  free  from  cer- 
tain cori>oreal  defonnity." 

In  coinciding  with  our  views  of  Cipher  Rituals,  he  thus  ex- 
presses himself : 

"The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Bro.  Palmer  J. 
Pilluns  (veteran).  He  ^ives  a  review  of  the  doings  of  fifty -six 
(^rand  Masonic  Bodies  full  of  practical  information  ami  wise 
comment.  In  noti(*ing  Arkansas,  he  quotes  Bro.  Sam  H.  David- 
son, and  endorses  his  opinions  in  opixtsition  to  a  Cipher  Ritual 
in  its  many  forms,  and  thinks  the  Mason  or  Lodge  using  the 
l)esky  thing  should  l>e  "stood  up:"  but  Bro.  Pillans  says  we  are 
constantly  informed  "that  we  are  old  fogy,  behind  the  age.  and 
that  Mawinry  is  a  progressive  science,"  etc.  Under  the  awful 
threat  of  "j'ou're  another, "  we  side  with  the  protestants,  David- 
son and  Pillans.  The  loose  methods  a<lopted  in  the  disaemina- 
\um  of  the  cipher  is  the  first  ()bje<rtion:  the  sec*ond  and  greatest  is 
the  much  more  careless  methtKls  of  the  individual  rec^ipient.  We 
lijive  heard  of  their  being  worn  out  from  carrying  in  the  side 
pocket,  and  then  the  copies  that  are  made  for  convenience— oh. 
Lord  !*' 

We  approve  the  following  sentiment,  and  l)elieve  that  it  is 
s^(rtly  in  accordance  with  Masonic  retiuirements: 

"W<^  don't  like  dual  memlK»rship,  but  do  believe  with  Bro.  Sin. 
glcton  that  a  Master  Mason  should  have  the  right  to  elect  his 
own  Masoni(t  home.  We  think  so  long  as  he  retains  membership 
*s(miewhere"  he  cannot  be  charged  with  neglect  of  duty:  it's 
trne,  we  prefer  home  to  non-resident  memljership,  but  then  cir- 
cumstances sometimes  mak«'itn<»t  only  justifiable,  but  a  Masonic 
diitv." 

Von  ought  to  have  seen  Bro.  Davies'  .in tics  when  he  read  from 
one  of  the  reports,  he  frmnd  himself  alluded  to  as  "our  youthful 
brother  of  California.  '  and  the  manifestations  of  delight  the 
W(»rds  conveyed,  for  to  l)e  calUnl  "able  and  pn^found"  is  exhila- 
rating, but  "our  youthful  l>rot.her    yes,  "it  might  have  been.*' 
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CANADA— 41st  Annual,  July,  1894. 

Lodges,  300;  members,  2^^,951;  gain,  5($(). 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  the  formation  of  six  new 
Lodges,  and  to  four  of  these  were  Charters  issued. 

Everywhere,  says  the  Grand  Master  (in  his  visits),  have  I  found 
the  same  earnest,  enthusiastic  feeling  animating  the  brethren, 
and  the  report  of  the  Board  on  the  condition  of  Masonry  says: 
•'The  great  prosperity  which  we  enjoy  is  no  doubt  attributable 
to  the  painstaking  and  intelligent  band  of  brethren  who.  having 
the  interest  of  the  Craft  at  heart,  make  great  sa<^rifice8  in  order 
to  honestly  i>erform  their  allotted  tasks."  This  was  in  reference 
to  the  D.  •.  D.  •.  G.  *.  Masters. 

M.  •.  W.  *.  Grand  Master  W.  R.  White,  in  the  following,  utters 
what  might  well  be  heeded  by  those  of  other  Jurisdictions  be- 
sides his  own.  This  was  in  consequence  of  many  propositions  to 
amend  the  Constitution: 

"I  can  only  recommend  to  you,  as  I  did  last  year,  that,  where 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  are  proposed,  you  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly careful  not  to  disturb  the  existing  order  of  things  un- 
less you  are  quite  sure  that  you  are  going  to  get  something  very 
much  better.  Two  years'  experience  as  Grand  Master  hae  con- 
vinced me  that,  although  our  Constitution  is  not  absolutely  per- 
fect, yet  it  is  fairly  workable,  and  that  great  care  should  be 
exercised  in  amending  it. " 

He  reported  that  all  differences  heretofore  existing  between 
this  Grand  Lodge  and  an  irregular  one  within  the  same  territory, 
styling  itself  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  had  been  settled,  and 
that  harmony  now  prevails,  and  that  hereafter  there  will  be  no 
contention  "save  that  noble  contention,  or  rather  emulation,  of 
who  can  best  work  and  best  agree. "  Truly  this  is  exceedingly 
gratifying  to  all  true  Masons. 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  funds  as  follows: 

General  fund $76,000  00 

Asylum  fund 14,000  00 

Total |90,(K)0  00 

In  addition  there  was  expended  during  1895  in  benevolence  the 
sum  of  J|»1 8,000.     This  is  indeed  worthy  of  imitation. 


He  trenta  in  hie  niBHt^rly  iiii 
tatiiiK  the  Craft,  nnrt  thfii  tii 

Hp  emphatically  endorees  i 
the  illicit  interconrse  with  i 
without  chastity. 

He  does  qs  the  hooor  to 
printed  or  in  cipher,  bnt  with 

He  agrees  with  the  Grand  L 
it  improper  in  the  Grand  Mas 
attend  divine  service  in  Mason 
"sDch  permission  is  songht  for 

It  is  getting  late,  so.  my  brot 

COLORADO— 35th  An 


Lodges,  99;  members,  7,023;  gi 

At  this  CommauicatioD  two  t 
ted  above,  while  one  remains  U. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  rapid  de 
try,  we  take  the  following  parag 
Master  Wm.  L.  Bnsh: 

"Ah  we  look  back  over  the  thi' 
a  Grand  Lodge,  we  have  every 
been  accomplished.  Masonry  hf 
ized  in  Angust,  1861,  by  three 
siity-Beven,  there  are  at  this  tin 
working  Lodges.  »'"•  - 
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accx)nnt  of  Indian  depredations,  making  it  unsafe  to  travel. 
There  are  at  this  time  three  lines  of  railway  between  Denver 
and  Pueblo,  with  the  hills  and  valleys  dotted  with  pleasant  farms 
and  prosperous  towns  and  villages.  My  Brethren,  much  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  short  space  of  thirty  years,  and  with  th® 
many  and  varied  resources  of  our  state  we  can  expect  a  prosper- 
ous future  for  both  Masonry  and  our  Commonwealth." 

Yet  although  so  rapid  has  been  the  development,  there  are 
drawbacks  accompanying  all  mining  countries.  Even  here  there 
grew  up  towns  and  populations  about  the  mining  camps  that  dis- 
solved like  the  mists  of  the  morning  when  the  breath  of  adversi- 
ty overtook  them.  A  notable  instance  is  given  by  Grand  Master, 
for  though  Grand  Lodge  promulgated  an  edict  allowing  three 
Master  Masons  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Lodge,  which  was 
possessed  of  good  property,  yet  in  two  years  the  membership  had 
so  melted  away  that  the  Se<Tetary  of  the  Lodge  informed  the 
Grand  Master  that  "within  one  month  there  would  l)e  but  one 
Master  Mason  left  in  the  town." 

Grand  Master  decided  that  an  E.  A.,  who  had  sub8e<iuently 
lost  an  arm,  could  not  be  advanced,  but  specially  called  atten- 
tion to  the  decision,  and  expressed  his  opinion  that  having  been 
admitted  into  the  order,  such  maiming,  through  no  fault  of  his, 
should  not  debar  him  from  proceeding.  This  view  was  sustain- 
ed by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee,  and  Grand  Lodge  adopted 
the  following; 

''Resolved,  That  Grand  Lodge  By-Law  No.  74,  be  so  amended 
as  to  read  as  follows: 

"No.  74.  No  Lodge  shall  confer  any  degree  upon  a  candidate 
unless  he  be  a  perfect  man.  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his 
body  that  may  render  him  incapable  of  learning  the  art  and  be- 
coming perfect  in  the  Work.  But  when  a  candidate  has  taken 
the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree,  he  shall  not  be  denied  the  privi- 
lege of  advancing  by  reason  of  any  accident  or  misfortune  that 
may  have  happened  to  him  after  the  conferring  of  such  Entered 
Apprentice  Degree;  Provided.,  He  possesses  all  other  essential 
qualifications. " 

Grand  Master  is  averse  to  the  present  system  of  Representatives 
and  thinks: 

•  'If  we  depended  upon  the  Representatives  themselves  for  knowl- 
edge of  their  existence,  we  would  never  know  that  we  had  such 
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an  officer.    That  the  system  is  not  a  success.   I  believe  is  more 
tlie  fault  of  the  Representatives  than  the  system." 

He  recommended  the  rei>eal  of  the  law  setting  aside  25  per 
Cf  ut  of  Grand  Locl^e  receipts  for  a  Home,  because  the  same  had 
of  nec^essity  l)een  used  for  the  expenses  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
finances  at  present  do  not  warrant  it. 

Balan(re  in  trea«ur>*,  $2,H(X). 

A  resolution  prohibiting  the  use  of  a  Masonic  title  by  or- 
ganizations, corporations  or  societies,  and  deprecate  their  ase 
in  any  business  connecti(m  as  "wrong  and  un-Masonic.*' 

Wm.  D.  Peirc^,  Denver.  G.  M. 
Ed.  C.  Pannelee,  Denver,  G.   Setr'y. 

P. ".  (t.  '.  M.  •.  L.  N.  (rreenleaf  once  more  gives  us  the  Report 
on  Correspondence.  He.  with  C Cunningham  and  a  few  others,  is 
an  industrious  and  di street  searcher  after  the  history  of  our  Or- 
(1(T,  and  possessing  the  inclination,  has  also  the  time  and  means 
to  devote  to  this  interesting  study. 

Alabama  for  IH94  receives  a  thorough  consideration  and  from 
tlie  Address  of  G. '.  M. '.  Pettus  extracts  are  liberally  made. 

We  wish  to  give  you,  dear  Bretliren,  such  information  as  is  not 
readily  met  with,  hence,  passing  much  of  great  value,  we  copy 
liberally  from  his  conclusion: 

"From  present  indications  neither  the  Mississippi  uniform  rales 
nor  the  Wisconsin  plan  for  Masonicr  relief  will  receive  general  en- 
<loi-sement.  Favorable  action  has  l)een  taken  by  several  Grand 
FjfKlges  regarding  the  establishment  of  the  National  Masonic 
Consumptives"  Hcmie  at  Santa  Fe,  but  as  to  the  extent  of  sub- 
stantial encouragement  in  the  way  of  subscriptions  to  stoc^k,  do- 
nations, etc.,  we  have  no  definite  infonnation. 

"The  movement  in  the  direction  of  the  establishment  of  Mason- 
it*  Homes  shows  no  signs  of  abatement.  Many  Grand  Lodges 
have  Spe<rial  Funds  already  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  while 
otliers  have  under  considerati<m  ])lans  for  the  erection  and  main. 
t«'nance  of  such  institutions  in  the  near  future. 

"Masonic  T<*mples  of  a  costly  and  imi)osing  character  are  in 
process  of  ercH'tion  in  the  gr«'at  centres  of  i)opulation  andbnsi- 
n*'ss  a(^tivity,  while  less  i>retentious  structures  are  rising  in 
smaller  towns  and  villages  throughout  our  land. 

"In  former  Reports  we  have  had  something  to  say  upon  mat- 
ters of  Masonic  history,  antiquity  and  Degrees.    The  great  inter- 
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est  that  has  been  manifested  in  these  discussions  is  onr  excnse 
for  again  recurring  to  these  topics.  Prefatory  to  any  observa- 
tions of  our  own,  we  desire  to  lay  before  our  readers  extracts 
from  the  letters  of  the  distinguished  Masonic  historians,  Broth- 
ers W.  J.  Hughan  and  R.  F.  Gould,  upon  which  we  shall  take 
occasion  to  comment.  We  first  ask  your  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing letter  addressed  to  Brother  W.  M.  Cunningham,  of  Ohio: 

"  'Dunwcore,  Torquay,  England,  January  20,  1804. 
"'Dear  Moat  Worshipful   Brother  Cunningham— Pleased  to 
have  a  copy  of  your   last    Report    on   Correspondence,  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ohio. 


**  'Your  Rei)ort  is  very  interesting,  and  with  much  I  am  in  full 
agreement.  As  to  the  degrees  question  (with  Brothers  D.  Mur- 
ray Lyon,  W.  F.  Vernon,  John  Lane,  J.  G.  Findel,  Dr.  Bege- 
mann  and  other  Masonic  students),  I  not  hold  your  views;  but 
believe  there  were  neither  two,  three  nor  more  degrees  prior  to 
the  last  century,  but  only  one  simple  ceremony — the  recital  of 
the  "old  charges"  being  a  necessary  feature  of  initiations.  There 
were  the  three  classes  or  positions — Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  or 
Journeyman,  and  Master  Mason— but  there  is  not  a  record  to 
show  that  any  separate  degree  was  ever  conferred  on  Craftsmen 
or  Master  Masons  from  which  other  Masons  wer^^  excluded.  All 
is  pure  theory  as  to  three  degrees  prior  to  the  year  1717,  or.  say 
1710.  My  dear  friends.  Brothers  Gould  and  Speth,  now  believe 
there  were  two  separate  and  distinct  degrees  prior  to  the  last 
century,  but  I  do  not,  and  hope  ere  long  to  find  time  to  give  my 
reasons  for  differing  from  old  and  valued  fellow  students. 
Brother  Gould  held  my  view  when  he  wrote  his  great  *  'History 
of  Freemasonry,"  but  towards  the  end  of  his  labors  saw  reasons 
suflicient  to  him.  but  not  to  me,  to  alter  his  views. 

"  'Dr.  Manningham's  letters  I  gave  many  years  ago,  in  one  of 
the  Masonic  magazines  published  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  had  his  signature  authenticated  by  the  late  Grand 
Secretary  of  England,  Brother  John  Hervey.  I  am  familiar 
with  all  the  Masonic  works  and  manuscripts  known  ;  but  these 
lead  me  to  doubt  the  existence  of  more  than  one  ceremony  prior 
to  the  Grand   Lodge  era,  or,  say,  before  last  century.     As  to 
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speculative  FreeinnHoiir^'  we  are  fnlly  agreed.    I  date  it  long 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  era.     All  good  wishes. 

•*Yonrs  frutenially  and  tmly,  W.  J.  HunHAN. 

"  Most  Worshipful  Brother  W.  M.  Cunningham,  Past  Grand 
Master. ' 

"The  concluding  reference  to  sjieculative  Freemasonry  leaves 
us  somewhat  in  doubt  as  to  his  precise  meaning.  He  seems  to 
draw  a  wide  distinction  l)etween  ox)erative  and  speculative 
Freemasonrj-  at  the  very  period  when  our  traditions  inform  us 
that  our  ancient  brethren  worked  in  lx)th  I  In  his  view,  aa  cited 
al)ove,  one  simple  ceremony.  coui>led  with  the  recital  of  the  Old 
Charges,  was  all  there  was  of  initiation,  so  far  as  oi)erative  Ma- 
sons were  ccmcemed,  and  he  takes  si)e(*ial  pains  to  emphasize 
the  statement  that  th<Te  is  no  re(*()rd  to  show  that  any  separate 
tU'gree  was  ever  conf(  rre<l  on  Craftsmen  or  Mastor  Masons,  from 
which  other  Masons  wer<»  excluded.  It  is  i>ertinent  to  ask  who 
tlien  were  in  possession  of  the  speculative  Mascmry.  to  which  he 
subse<iuently  refers,  and  which  was  co  existent  at  that  period  ? 
Was  it  reservcMl  for  the  spwial  delectation  of  philos<»pheni,  stu- 
dents and  persons  of  (piality?  Happily,  this  is  no  longer  a  mat- 
t»T  of  surmise,  Brother  Condor  having  shown  in  his  'Records  of 
the  Hole  Cnifte  and  Fellowship  of  Masons'  that,  under  the  wing 
of  the  London  Company  of  Masons,  there  existed  from  before 
HiHl.  or  the  earliest  record  extant,  a  Lodge  of  Freemasons  work- 
ing in  harmony  with  the  company  and  holding  its  meetings  in 
the  Masons'  hall.  This  Lodge  was  entirely  distinct  from  the 
operative  Guild  of  Mamms,  and  though  doubtless  composed  ez- 
chisively  of  its  nienilHTs,  did  possess  an  esotery  from  which  other 
Masons  were  excludtnl.  unless  they  were  ele(*ted  to  receive  the 
same  in  the  secret  L(Klge. 

"This  is  in  line  with  Masonic  conditions  as  we  find  them  exist- 
ing to-day.  This  secret  Ltnlge  in  the  bosom  of  the  old  London 
Company  of  (operative)  Maisons,  was  doubtless  in  possession  of 
llie  es.sentials  of  the  degrees  as  now  understood,  in  whatever 
manner  they  may  liave  been  conveyed  —whether  in  steps,  grades. 
(■Iasst!s.  degrees  or  as  an  entirety.  Since  the  symbolism  of  Ma- 
>imv\  se(*ms  to  re(piirc  the  imparting  of  its  truths  in  steps  or 
<b'gre<»H,  to  (conform  to  tht-  ord<T  of  the  universe,  there  is  great 
probability  that  they  were  always  so  conveye<l.  Certain  it  Is^ 
tliat  thos«*  holding  (»ppositf*  views  have  as  yet  prodmred  no  c?on- 
vincing  pr<u)f  to  the  contrary.     That  the  Freemasonry  of  to-day 
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is  the  outgrowth  of  the  'one  simple  ceremony'  so  frequently  allu- 
ded to,  we  can  not  believe  since  its  structural  features  exhibit 
greater  losses  than  accessions  during  the  so-called  formative 
period  before  and  after  1717. 

**We  have  so  frequently  expressed  our  views  upon  this  subject 
that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  them  further  in  this 
connection . 

*'Bro.  R.  F.  Gould,  in  a  letter  to  Bro.  Cunningham,  under  date 
of  August  14,  18d4,  goes  over  much  of  the  same  ground  already 
traversed  by  him  in  his  contention  that  the  words  'Master'  and 
•Fellow  Craft'  in  Old  Regulations  XIII  are  interchangeable 
terms.  This  particular  point  has  already  been  sufficiently  en- 
larged upon  in  our  former  rei)orts,  and  it  is,  therefore,  unneces- 
sary to  devote  any  further  space  to  the  subject  at  this  time.  In 
his  letter  he  gives  an  extract  from  our  1893  report  concerning  the 
Constitutions  of  1728  and  1738,  as  to  which  is  to  be  accepted  as 
authoritative,  upon  which  he  comments  as  follows: 

"  'These  remarks,  it  should  be  noted,  extend  to  both  Old  Regu- 
lation 13  and  the  New  Regulation  (of  the  same  number),  cited 
under  the  date  of  the  22d  (?)  of  November,  1725. 

"  'As  regards  the  Old  Regulation  (13),  I  shall  merely  observe 
that  the  language  of  the  original  Book  of  Constitutions  (1723), 
from  the  first  to  the  last  page,  leaves  no  room  for  doubt  that  the 
Degree  of  Fellow  Craft  (or  Master)  was  then  the  highest  either 
known  or  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  is  worthy  of  our 
most  careful  recollection  that  the  author  of  the  work— Dr.  An- 
derson—mentions  therein  the  "Key  of  a  Fellow  Craft"  as  being 
that  by  which  the  secrets  communicated  in  the  ancient  Lodges 
could  be  unraveled. 

"  'With  reference,  however,  to  the  New  Regulation  (13),  or 
what  purports  in  the  Constitution  of  1738  to  be  the  law  actually 
passed  in  1725,  I  am  simply  lost  in  astonishment  at  its  being 
gravely  contended  that  the  wording  of  an  enactment  passed  in 
Grand  Lodge  on  November  25,  1725,  and  duly  entered  in  the  offi- 
cial records  of  current  date,  is  of  inferior  value  to  the  statement, 
in  1738,  of  a  loose  and  inaccurate  writer  who,  moreover,  was  not 
even  present  when  the  privilege  of  making  'Masters'  was  re- 
stored to  the  Lodges. 

"  'Before  and  after  1717 — certainly  down  to  1723 — the  Masonic 
ceremonial  was  limited  to  two  degrees,  or  steps,  and  these  are 
plainly  referred  to  in  the  First  Book  of  Constitutions. 
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*'  'Aft'Or  17*28,  and  l)efore  17.'i8.  the  same  Hjmbolic  teaching  was 
imparted  in  three  steps,  and  in  his  **New  Book  of  Const itntions" 
(17JJ8),  Dr.  Anderson  was  apparently  left  to  deal  with  the  altered 
procedure  as  best  he  (^oiild. 

**  'The  se|)aration  of  Fellow  C'rafts  from  Masters  was  verj' 
clumsily  carried  out  in  that  work.  and.  apart  altogether  from  the 
weight  of  the  evidence  at  first  hand  of  the  Constitutions  of  1728, 
and  the  ac^tual  minute  of  November  25,  1725,  with  respei't  to  the 
state  of  facts  at  those  dates  resi)ectively.  the  manner  in  which 
the  degrees  of  Masonry  are  referred  to  in  the  later  publication 
( 1 73H)  is  such  as  to  amply  confirm  the  reports  that  have  been 
handed  down  to  the  incapacity  -at  that  time— c»f  Dr.  Anderson 
as  an  historian. ' 

"Brother  Cxould  says  that  Old  Regulation  XIII  as  changed 
Noveml)er  25.  1725,  according  to  the  original  minute-book  of 
Grand  Lodge,  reads  as  follows  : 

••  'That  the  Master  of  each  Lodge,  with  the  consent  of  his 
Wardens  and  the  majority  of  the  brethren,  l>eing  Masters,  may 
make  Masters  at  their  discretion.' 

"In  the  1738  Constitutions,  Brother  Anderson's  version  api)earH 
in  these  words: 

•'  'The  Master  of  a  Lodge,  with  his  W.irdens  and  a  competent 
numlier  of  the  Lotlge  assembled  in  due  form,  can  make  Masters 
and  Fellows  at  discreticm. ' 

"The  (^rand  Lodge  on  January  25.  1738,  formally  adopted  the 
new  lKX)k  of  Constitutions  and  ordered  it  to  be  printed.  It  was 
not  done  in  the  dark;  there  were  present  in  addition  to  the  Grand 
an<l  Pa.st  (irand  officers,  the  officers  of  sixty-six  Lodges.  It  had 
been  submitted  to  former  and  present  Grand  officers,  in  accord- 
ance witli  the  order  of  tht-  (Tnind  Lodge,  and  it  had  l»een  three 
yc»ars  in  i)reparati(m.  Those  to  whom  it  was  submitted  signified 
tlieir  approbation,  'after  making  some  corret'tions.'  The  Grand 
I^<Hlge  approved  and  recommended  it,  under  signature  of  the 
(?rand  Master,  Deputy  (irand  Alaster.  Grand  Wardens  and  Sec- 
retary, as  'the  only  Book  of  Constitutions,  for  the  use  of  the 
Lodg(*s  of  the  Free  and  Accept«Hl  Masons.' 

"Sucli  is  the  history  of  tlie  adopticm  of  the  1738  Constitutions 
\*y  the  Grand  Lcnlge  of  England.  T lie  restatement  of  the  Xlllth 
Regulation,  as  it  appears  therein,  was  a(*(*epted  as  the  true  ver- 
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sion  and  correct  interpretation  of  its  meaning.  Were  not  the 
1738  Constitutions  thns  officially  adopted,  as  official  as  those  of 
1728  or  any  other  period,  or  as  much  so  as  the  original  minute  in 
17:^5?  To  charge  Brother  Andei*son  with  looseness  and  inaccu- 
racy of  statement  and  incapacity  for  the  task  assigned  him,  re- 
flects upon  the  judgment  of  those  Grand  officers  and  Past  Grand 
officers  to  whom  the  work  was  submitted  and  by  whom  it  was 
approved.  Then,  again,  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  there  were 
changes  and  corrections  made  by  them,  how  are  we  to  ascertain 
the  measure  of  Brother  Anderson's  offending?  May  not  some  of 
the  distinguished  brethren  have  changed  words  and  phrases  in 
Brother  Andersons  MS.  which  he  himself  did  not  approve,  but 
which  changes,  in  view  of  the  influential  position  of  those  making 
them,  he  felt  constrained  to  acquiesce  in? 

* 'Brother  Gould  says  in  his  letter  above  quoted,  that  after  1738 
and  before  1788.  symbolic  teaching  was  imparted  in  three  steps, 
and  that  Dr.  Anderson,  in  the  Constitution  of  1738.  was  'left  to 
deal  with  the  altered  procedure  as  best  he  could,*  in  pursuance  of 
which  task  Brother  Gould  informs  us  that  'the  separation  of 
Fellow  Crafts  from  Masters  was  very  clumsily  carried  out  in 
that  work. '  Since  his  contemporaries,  who  were  the  best  judges 
of  his  performance,  approved  of  his  work  and  adopted  it,  we 
very  much  question  the  propriety  of  these  aspersions  upon  our 
old  brother  at  this  late  date,  when  we  are  in  no  position  to  cor- 
rectly judge  his  motives  or  his  sources  of  information.  Brother 
Gould  himself  has  come  to  see  the  importance  of  maintaining 
that  Masonry  is  a  complete  system  or  symbolism,  whether  for- 
merly conveyed  in  two  steps  (or  degrees)  or  not,  and  he  is  ready 
to  cry  halt  at  any  amplification  beyond  the  Third. 

"We  quote  from  a  letter  which  he  addressed  to  the  late  Brother 
Connor,  of  Tennessee,  under  date  of  September  22,  1893,  in  which 
he  uses  the  following  language  : 

' '  'Albert  Pike  argued  that  because  the  Third  Degree  was  in- 
vented after  1717.  so  might  other  degrees;  a  conclusion  that  nat- 
urally follows  if  the  premises  are  conceded.  But  the  present 
Third  Degree  was  not  invented  after  171 7.  That  it  existed  before 
that  year  is  certain.  (You  will  do  me  the  justice  of  "believing 
that  the  limits  of  epistolary  correspondence  alone  prevent  my 
going  into  the  proof. )  That  it  was  worked,  there  is  no  distinct 
evidence  to  show.     But  if  gentlemen's  evening  dress  was  worn. 
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say.  on  Jannar}'  J,  1803,  and  the  fact  recorded  at  the  time,  and 
should  garments  of  the  same  pattern  snbaeqnently  tiim  np  in 
some  repository  which  had  Ix'en  cloned  up  ten  years  previonsly, 
I  should  conclude  that  they  had  l)een  worn,  albeit  there  wae  no 
mention  of  them  in  writiuKS  predating  1893. 

•*  The  present  Third  Degree— or  "Master's  Part"  of  old  days- 
is  not  specifically  referred  to  in  any  print  or  writing  to  which  an 
oxac*t  date  can  be  assigned  l)efore  1 728.  But  the  Ritual  of  that 
period  was  very  old,  and  had  gone  through  many,  many  years  of 
wear  and  tear,  and  had  l>ecome  so  comipted  as  to  be  even  then 
incomprehensible  in  part.  Can  it  be  seriously  contended  that 
the  revivalists  of  1717-1723  introduce  a  symbolism,  the  meaning 
of  which  they  did  not  understand  ?' 

"Whatever  views  our  English  brethren  may  continue  to  ad- 
vance, certain  it  is,  that  those  who  fully  comprehend  the  Masonic 
symbolism,  can  not  conceive  of  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  an 
entirety.  Its  comi)onent  parts  or  degrees  are  so  interwoven  and 
inter-dependent  that  the  tlieory  that  any  one  of  them  ever  stood 
for  Freemasonry  at  any  perioil  of  its  existenc^e,  seems  untenable. 
Nor  are  they  mere  dreamers,  who  cherish  an  ideal  which  has  no 
foundation  in  reality,  since  evidences  are  constantly  multiplying 
to  strengthen  their  belief. 

"The  London  Masonic  Magazine,  in  an  article  on  old  English 
Bibles,  after  citing  the  fact  that  the  title  Abi  or  Abif  can  not  be 
found  in  a  later  version  than  the  old  folio  of  1549.  says  : 

"  'The  fact  that  Mas<ms.  at  their  Lodges  and  instruction  meet- 
ings, employ  words  and  texts  from  a  version  of  Holy  Writ  that 
has  l>een  for  more  than  ;>JH)  years  completely  lost  sight  of.  proves 
the  verbal  accunw^v  with  which  Masonic  lore  must  have  been 
handed  down  from  genenition  to  generation,  and  is  also  evidence 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  Order.* 

"Inclosing,  we  tender  our  thanks  to  our  fellow-reporters  for 
their  courteous  treatment  and  continued  expressions  of  good 
will."  Fratenmllv  submitted, 

"Lawrkxce  N.  Gueknlraf. 
"For  the  Committee." 
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DELAWARE— 89th  Annual,  October,  1896. 

Lodges,  21 ;  members,  2089;  gain,  41. 

M.  •.  W.  •.  Grand  Master  V.  V.  Harrison  expressed  himself  as 
averse  to  the  system  of  Grand  Representatives,  and  made  ap- 
pointments only  in  view  of  its  being  cnstomary,  and  left  the  con- 
sideration of  the  propriety  of  abolishing  or  continuing  it  to  Grand 
Lodge.  This  body  differed  with  him  in  these  views  and  con- 
tinued it. 

He  laid  before  Grand  Lodge  the  proposition  of  Wisconsin  in 
reference  to  Masonic  Charity,  and  expressed  his  opinion  adversely 
thereto,  as  follows: 

"I  submit  this  for  your  consideration,  but,  it  seems  to  me,  if 
we  place  ourselves  in  a  position  that  would  bind  us  as  a  Grand 
Lodge  to  be  responsible  for  the  return  of  alms  that  may  be  given 
to  a  poor  and  distressed  Brother  in  obedience  to  a  fundamental 
principle,  then  one  of  the  foundation  stones  on  which  our  struc- 
ture is  erected  crumbles  into  dust. 

"On  becoming  Masons,  one  of  the  first  lessons  we  are  taught  is 
'Charity  '  Masonry  is  a  charitable  institution  and  not  a  benefi- 
cial one;  therefore,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  relieve  a  dis- 
tressed Brother,  let  us  do  so  freely,  without  thought  of  re-im- 
bursement  The  adoption  of  this  'proposition,'  in  my  opinion, 
would  reduce  our  Fraternity  to  a  mere  beneficial  organization." 

He  recommended  action  by  Grand  Lodge  against  allowing 
Lodges  to  become  incorporated,  and  the  prohibition  was  adopted. 

He  urged  upon  Grand  Lodge  to  begin  to  make  some  provision 
for  the  aged  and  destitute  among  the  Brethren,  and  a  Committee 
of  nine  were  appointed  to  devise  and  recommend  some  suitable 
and  satisfactory  system. 

He  thought  that  the  business  of  Grand  Lodge  could  well  be 
transacted  in  one  day,  and  recommended  that  this  be  acted  on, 
thus  saving  $75  to  aid  the  Charity  Fund,  but  this  Grand  Lodge 
objected  to,  and  we  see  that  the  banquets  for  the  two  days 
required  an  appropriation  of  over  $250. 

We  extract  some  good  advice,  which  he  gives  the  Lodges,  not 
because  it  is  at  all  new,  but  because  the  heeding  of  it  is  impor- 
tant here  as  well  as  in  Delaware. 

On  intemperance  and  the  sale  of  intoxicants,  Grand  Lodge  says: 
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"lie^olred,  1.  That  it  in  here1)y  made  the  duty  of  all  Lodges  in 
this  Jurisdiction  to  restrain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  evil  of  intem- 
perance among  the  Brethren,  even  to  the  extent  of  trial  and  pun- 
ishment, when  necessar\'. 

**2.  All  Lodges  are  required  to  exclude  from  the  Lodge  Room 
and  ante-rooms  all  intoxicating  lii^uors.  and  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  this  dutv  will  be  held  strictlv  accountable  to  the 
(jrrand  Lodge. 

"8.  All  Subordinate  Lodges  are  prohibited  from  receiving  and 
acting  uix>n  a  petition  for  initiation  or  memlwrship  from  any  per- 
son engaged  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and 
all  Masons  are  fraternally  advised  and  recjuested  to  refrain  from 
♦•ngaging  in  the  liquor  traffic. " 

(yrand  Treasurer  s  balance  is  J|»  1/244.  being  $1:57  less  this  year 
than  at  last  Report. 

John  L.  Cahall,  Georgetown,  G.  M. 
Benjamin  F.  Bertram,  Wilmington,  G.  Sec'y. 

R.-.  W.-.  Brother  Reverend  L.  H.  Jackson.  P.'.  D.'.  G.'.  M.'., 
again  presented  a  concise  but  verj*  interesting  Report  on 
Correspondence,  reviewing  in  it  the  Proireediugs  of  sixty-one 
Grand  Lodges,  Alabama  being  among  them.  He  complains  be- 
cause he  feels  constrained  by  the  size  of  the  Treasury,  and  our 
<>wn  exi>erience  knows  well  how  that  is. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA    H.vni  Annual.  November.  IWMi. 

Lodges,  ST);  meml)ers,  4,04S:  gain.  134. 

( )ne  Lodge  which  had  been  working  U.  D.  received  a  Charter 
at  the  Semi-Annual  Communication,  and  the  M.*.  W.\  Grand 
Master  expresses  great  pleasure  at  the  priTsiierous  condition  of 
the  Craft,  despite  the  continued  business  depression. 

At  thi^  Semi- Annual,  March  27th,  and  other  later  dates,  much 
iinport^mt  business  wa^  transjicted.  Grand  Master  David  G.  Dixon 
presiding.  At  this  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  on 
tliH  Address  of  the  Grand  Master,  previoimly  made,  in  relation  to 
the  aband(»nment  of  the  representative  system  by  the  Grand 
liodge  of  Kentucky,  using  in  part  the  following  language: 

"Thf*  Grand  Master  <»f  Kentucky  has  use<i  pretty  strong  lan- 
Lcnage  in  expressing  his  opinion  of  the  Grand  Representative 
system,  lint  your  committer*  see  no  just  grounds  for  any  ezpres- 
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sion  of  'contempt*  for  a  system  which  has  received  the  sanction 
of  nearly  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world  for  the  past  thirty 
or  forty  years,  whilst  nnder  it  very  many  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished Masons  of  onr  time  now  hold  or  have  held  commis- 
sions as  Grand  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Lodges  than  their 
own.  " 

Grand  Lodge  adhered  to  the  system.  It  also  declined  the 
scheme  from  Mississippi  for  providing  uniform  mles  in  relation 
to  rejected  candidates, though  expressing  views  favoring  snch  an 
end  whenever  a  practicable  plan  should  be  devised. 

At  this  Communication  it  was  declared  that  before  a  petition 
should  go  to  the  committee,  it  should  be  formally  received  by 
the  Lodge  by  a  majority  vote  in  the  usual  way. 

At  the  Annual  Communication  the  Grand  Master  thus  ex- 
presses himself  as  to  the  value  of  Masonic  Boards  of  Relief  : 

'*  Indiscriminate  almsgiving  too  often  fosters  crime  and  en- 
courages idleness  and  demoralization  of  manhood.  Too  fre- 
quently deserving  poor  are  overlooked  because  of  their  own 
sense  of  pride  and  modesty,  but  the  unworthy,  undeterred  by  any 
such  praiseworthy  impulses,  do  not  hesitate  to  importune  those 
who  are  charitably  inclined.  It  gives  me  ple,asure  to  speak  of 
the  good  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief, 
which  is  in  correspondence  with  similar  organizations  in  all  the 
larger  cities  of  this  country  and  Canada.  Our  various  lodges 
contribute  generously  to  its  support,  and  by  this  systematic 
method  of  dispensing  charity  much  good  is  done  among  deserv- 
ing brethren,  the  impostors  are  detected  in  their  nefarious  prac- 
tices, and  the  treasuries  of  lodges  generally  benefited  thereby. 
The  following  report  of  the  work  of  the  board  has  been  furnished 
me  by  Brother  Lurtin  R.  Ginn,  its  very  able  secretary. " 

George  W.  Baird,  Washington,  G.   M. 
Wm.  R.  Singleton,  Washington,  G.  Sec'y- 

Brother  Singleton,  as  is  the  custom,  then  again  made  the  Re- 
port on  Correspondence,  in  which  Alabama  for  1894  is  cour- 
teously reviewed.  We  are  much  relieved  in  finding  that  we  need 
fear  no  danger  from  our  brother,  as  he  assures  us  his  'T^ark  is 
worse  than  our  (his)  bite. " 

From  this  report  we  copy  for  the  information  of  our  brethren 
what  is  said  about  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico,  as  the  recognition 
of  this  Masonic  Body  will  ere  long  be  presented  to*  them  for  their 
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consideration.  The  recognition  by  Texas,  yon  will  recollect, 
wjus  by  a  * 'treaty"  made  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Texas,  and  snb- 
secinently  New  York  came  into  line.  Missouri,  without  expres- 
sion of  sentiment,  withdrew  her  Charter  from  a  Lodge* estab- 
lishe<l  by  her  in  Mexico,  and  recommended  the  Liodge  to  seek 
shelter  under  the  wing  of  the  Gran  Dieta.  We  shall  be  delighted 
when  we  can  become  satisfied  that  there  has  been  established  in 
that  neighboring  Republic  a  permanent  head  to  the  symbolic 
degrees,  believing  that  much  good  to  the  Order  and  to  the  people 
at  large  would  result. 

The  length  of  the  extracted  argument  precludes  paying  other 
attention  to  this  excellent  report.  The  following  was  taken 
from  the  procedings  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas,  and  was  alluded 
to  by  us  in  our  last  report : 

•'  MEXICO. 

"We  have  waited  with  much  patience  to  get  the  latest  news 
from  Mexi(;o,  that  we  might  give  our  brethren  correct  official  in- 
formation as  to  the  true  status  of  Masonry  in  that  country,  and 
just  before  going  to  press  we  received  the  Proceedings  of  the 
(t rand  Lodge  of  Texas,  which  held  its  Annual  Communication 
December  3-5,  1895,  and  we  find  at  the  close  of  the  Report  on 
Correspondence  an  article  on  Freemasonry  in  Mexico,  which  we 
copy  as  follows: 

' '  So  much  has  been  said  and  written  in  the  past  two  or  three 
years  by  some  of  the  writers  on  correspondence  for  the  various 
(irand  Lodges,  and  some  of  their  criticisms  have  been  so  severe 
uiK)n  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Texas  and  New  York  in 
r(»cognizing  "Le  Gran  Dieta  Sim1)olicaof  Mexico, "notably  of  the 
former,  that  we  cannot  longer  pass  them  in  silence.  Moreover, 
as  Texas  for  hundreds  of  miles  Iwrders  upon,  and  so  is  the  nearest 
n(i;chlM)r,  of  all  the  United  States,  to  the  Mexican  Repnblic,  and 
tlnrefore  of  necessity  its  intercourse  and  relations  are  more  inti- 
mate, we  have  been  repeatedly  called  upon  for  definite  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject. 

"  We  last  year  promised  to  collect  all  the  reliable  data  we 
mil  Id,  and  give  it  as  an  addendum  to  our  report. 

"  Finding  that  owing  to  circumstances  which  we  conld  not 
control,  we  would  l)e  unable  to  make  good  our  promise,  wecalled 
ujxjn  Brother  George  W.  Tyler,  Past  Grand  Master,  of  onr  oom- 
inittee.  who  kindly  came  to  our  relief  and  wrote  the  article  for  us. 
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*'  'It  appears  that  Brother  Tyler's  paper  did  not  satisfy  some, 
at  least,  of  those  who  have  been  calling  for  light. 

"  'We  have,  therefore,  (while  we  feel  assured  that  there  are 
some  who  in  any  event,  or  by  anything  we  may  say,  will  not 
be  satisfied)  determined  to  give  the  result  of  our  efforts  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  are  willing  to  be  convinced. 

"  *We  wish  it,  in  the  outset,  to  be  distinctly  understood,  how- 
ever, that  we  are  not  in  this  defending  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Texas  and  New  York.  They  are  free  and  independ- 
ent bodies,  the  peer  of  any  and  of  all  others,  and  conscious  of 
having  acted  rightly,  and  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry,  care 
little  for  the  sneers,  jeers  and  insinuations  of  those  who  would 
"throw  mud"  upon  them.  They  neither  ask  nor  need,  therefore, 
any  one  to  take  up  the  gauntlet  for  them. 

' '  'We  shall  assume  as  granted  the  legitimacy  or  regularity  of 
the  formation  of  the  Gran  Dieta,  since  it  is  everywhere  admitted 
that  any  number,  not  less  than  three,  of  Blue  Lodges  working 
Craft  Masonry,  no  matter  whence  they  sprang,  can  meet  and 
organize  a  Grand  Lodge,  whose  authority  is  supreme  over  the 
three  symbolic  degrees  in  the  territory  wherein  it  claims  juris- 
diction, and  which  was  heretofore  unoccupied  by  any  other 
Grand  Lodge. 

' '  'We  assume  also  as  granted  that  a  number  of  Grand  Lodges, 
so  constituted  may,  if  they  so  choose,  meet  and  organize  another 
Grand  Body  having  jurisdiction  or  control  over  those  entering 
into  such  organization,  forming  thus  a  system  similar  to  that 
which  obtains  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland— a  General 
Grand  Lodge,  District  Grand  Lodges,  and  constituent  or  Subordi- 
nate Lodges.  This  question  is  not,  therefore,  at  issue.  The 
matter  upon  which  it  seems  that  information  is  wanted,  we  can 
best  state  by  copying  from  an  "open  letter"  addressed  by  R.  •.  W. '. 
Brother  Theodore  Sutton  Parvin,  Past  Grand  Master  and  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  to  Past  Grand  Master 
George  W.  Tyler,  of  Texas,  published  in  the  American  Tyler. 
Detroit,  Mich.,  June  8,  1895  : 

"  'You  say  in  your  letter  that  "not  only  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Texas  and  New  York  recognize  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico,  but 
that  many  other  Grand  Lodges  are  about  to  fall  into  line,  and 
why  not?"  you  ask. 

"  'I  reply,  because  they  are  not  possessed  of  sufficient  infor- 
mation of  reliable  data  upon  which  to  base  such  a  recognition. 
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' '  *I  desire  to  ask,  as  you  are  well  informed  upon  this  subject. 
oue  or  two  qiieHtions.  Yonr  replies  may  serve  to  enlighten  the 
brethren,  and  as  our  Grand  Lodj^es  meet  only  onc«  a  year,  will 
you  please  favor  the  American  Tyler  with  yonr  replies? 

•'  Question  first :  Is  not  the  Bible,  the  great  light  in  Masonry, 
excluded  from  the  altars  and  halls  of  the  Masonic  Lodges  nnder 
tin*  jurisdiction  of  the  Gran  Dieta  and  the  Book  of  Constitations 
suV)stitute<l  in  its  place  ?  Is  it  not  a  pre-rec^uisite  that  every  Liodge 
of  the  York  Rite  and  Scottish  Rite  have,  when  the  Lodge  is 
(ipt-n,  the  open  Bible  uixm  its  altar,  and  if  so,  by  what  right  and 
Mutliority  has  the  Gran  Dieta  displaced  it  and  rejected  it,  if  not 
throwing  it  over  among  the  rubbish  ? 

*  Second:  Did  not  the  (Jran  Dieta,  in  1891,  anthorize  the  in- 
itiation, xmssing,  and  raising  of  women  into  their  Lodges,  and 
did  not  the  Lodges,  in  some  four  or  five  of  the  Jurisdictions,  act 
upon  it  and  confer  the  degrees,  in  some  instances  nnder  the  im- 
mediate direction  and  supervisi<m  of  the  chief  officer  of  the  Gran 
Dieta  itself?  (1  refer  to  its  (4rand  Secretary',  as  its  nominal 
In 'ad:  President  Diaz  leaves  everything  to  him.)  We  have  been 
told  that  the  Gran  Dieta  has  revoked  the  order,  edict,  or  legisla- 
tion—grant it.  Has  or  does  the  Gran  Dieta  exclude  from  its 
Lodjres  women  who  htul  l)een  previously  initiated  therein,  and 
do  they  now  regularly  visit  the  Lodges  in  which  they  hold  mem- 
Ix-rship? 

'  'Third  :  Has  not  the  (^ran  Dieta  issued  Charters  to  women 
exclusively,  to  organize  Masonic  Lfnlges  upon  the  same  basis  pre- 
cisely as  it  has  issne<l  charters  to  Lo<lges  of  men  t 

"  Before  I  can  vote  for  the  recognition  of  the  Gran  Dieta  as  a 
sovereign  and  indeiiendent  l)ody,  I  would  like  information  upon 
these  topics.  Perhaps  you  can  enlighten  myself  and  othersseek- 
inu:  liglit  and  knowle<lge  upon  these  subjects. 

"  The  editor,  if  he  publish  this,  will  please  send  a  marked 
copy  to  Brother  Matthews,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and 
also  to  Brother  Tyler,  who  i)repared  this  jMirt  of  his  report  for 
liiiii. 

•  At  some  other  convenient  season  1  may  have  something  fur- 
tlier  to  sjiy  upon  these  subjects. 

•   'I  remain,  fraternally  and  courteously  yours, 

T.  S.  Parvin,    ' 
•Cedar  Rapids,  la..  May  '27.  ISUo.  'Grand  Secretary.* 
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"In  reply  hereto  we  state  first  that  in  December,  1898,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  then  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas,  R.  *. 
W. '.  Brother  Thomas  B.  Cochran,  we  visited  San  Antonio  to  in- 
terview Brother  Dr.  P.  Ornelas,  who  is  the  Mexican  Consul  at 
that  point,  a  very  intelligent  and  well  informed  Mason,  who  is 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  practices  and  workings  of  the 
Lodges  in  his  native  country,  and  who  is  now  a  member  of  Alamo 
Lodge,  No.  44,  Jurisdiction  of  Texas.  We  met  him  by  arrange- 
ment in  the  office  of  Judge  and  Brother  J.  H.  McLeary,  Past 
Grand  Master,  and  with  him  spent  a  very  pleasant  afternoon 
talking  about  and  learning  from  him  of  th6  customs  and  practi- 
ces in  the  Mexican  Lodges.  We  then  addressed  to  him  a  letter, 
asking,  as  will  l)e  seen,  substantially  the  questions  propounded 
by  Brother  Parvin  to  Brother  Tyler.  We  have  not  a  copy  of  our 
letter  or  would  insert  it  here.  To  this  letter  Bro.  Ornelas  replied 
in  writing.  We  give  herewith  such  extracts  as  bear  directly 
upon  the  questions  asked  : 

'•  'San  Antonio,  Texas,  Dec.  6,  1893. 
"  *R.'.  W.-.  Thomas  M  Matthews, 

*'  'Chainmtn  Onnmittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

*'  'Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :  Please  pardon  my  involuntary 
delay  in  replying  to  your  courteous  and  kind  letter  of  the  1st  in- 
stant. Its  subject  being  of  such  iinportance  as  to  necessitate 
careful  consideration,  it  has  been  subordinated  to  my  daily  lot 
of  professional  and  official  labors.  I  have,  nevertheless,  devoted 
to  the  matter  all  the  attention  I  could,  and  I  take  pleasure  in 
giving. you  now  an  answer,  as  accurate  and  correct  as  possible, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  on  the  subject  involved.  This  an- 
swer must  needs  be  brief,  and  will  be  restricted  to  the  three  spe- 
cific questions  contained  in  your  letter. 

*'  'In  our  conversation  upon  the  subject  matter.  I  gave  you  at 
some  length  my  views,  and  little,  if  anything,  can  I  say  further, 
except  to  confirm  them  here.     »    »    »    »    » 

"  'There  is  not  in  the  Constitution  of  the  (Jran  Dieta  a  single 
article  whi(;h  can  be  construed  as  allowing,  approving,  confirm- 
ing, or  authorizing  the  establishment  of  Lodges  for  women. 
There  is  an  A.doptive  Lodge  comi>osed  of  women,  but  this  Lodge 
is  similar  to  those  existing  in  the  United  States,  such  as  the  '  'Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star,"  from  whence  it  was  introduced  into  Mexico, 
but  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  Gran  Dieta,  beyond  its  pro' 
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tection.  It  is  not  tme  that  women  are  admitted  to  the  three 
de^ees  of  symbolic  Masonry,  and,  clothed  in  regalia,  to  enter 
and  be  seated  in  Mexican  Lodfi^es.  when  all  parties  not  Masons 
have  l>een  notified  to  retire.  It  is  a  fact  that  this  adoptive  lodge 
liapi)en8  to  he  invited  to  the  banquets  and  feasts  of  the  regaUr 
Lodges,  but  only  to  such  as  have  in  no  way  the  secret  character 
of  the  institution. 

"  'Regarding  the  seiumd  question,  I  must  say  that  the  Bible 
has  not  l)een  proscril>ed  by  the  Gran  Dieta,  bnt  simply  has  not 
been  imposed  upon  Masons  as  a  vonditio  mic  qua  noti,  which 
sliows  the  greatest  respect  for  human  liberty  of  conscience  and 
perfect  tolerance  of  religious  l>elief. 

"  'To  e-onfirm  my  assertion,  it  is  enough  to  state  that  nnder  a 
(.'barter  of  the  Gran  Dieta.  there  exists  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  in 
regular  standing,  the  English  speaking  "Anahnac"  Lodge,  No. 
141.  (composed  mainly  of  English  and  Americans. 

"  'This  Lodge  conducts  its  Ritual  with  the  Bible,  according  to 
the  (rhoice  of  its  members,  who  are  gentlemen  occupying  high 
Hocial  positions. 

"  'Relative  to  the  third  question.  I  have  only  to  say  that  there 
is  no  truth  in  the  assertion  that  "Mexican  Lodges  are  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  well  organized  political  clubs,  and  a  part  of 
the  machinery  by  which  certain  prominent  men  perpetuate  their 
liold  in  i)ower."    ♦    ♦    ♦    * 

' '  'Sincerely  hoping  that  the  fraternal  relations  so  happily  es- 
tablished l)etween  the  M.  *.  W.  •.  (^rand  Lodge  of  Texas  and  the 
( fran  Dieta  8imlK)licu  of  Mexico  may  not  only  remain,  bnt  grow 
and  prosi>er  for  the  V>enefit  of  lM)th  countries.  I  beg  to  remain, 

"  'Fraternally  yours, 

•"P.  Ornelas.* 

'We  now  invite  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  a  let- 
ii'v  of  R.  •.  W.  •.  Brother  Ermilio  G.  Canton,  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  (iran  Dieta  and  M.  *.  W. '.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
El  Vnlle  de  Mexico,  No.  1.  written  under  date  of  July  8, 18M, 
ill  reply  to  one  addresse<l  to  him  by  us: 

"  'Our  Gran  Dieta  is  a  legal,  regular,  solid  founded  Masonic 
Hodv.  constituted  for  the  Mas<mic  Government  of  the  Mexican 
Republic  and  formed  by  the  St^te  (4rand  Lodge.  We  work  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  but  without  any  intolerance 
«Mj  lM»half  of  other  rites.  We  have  (»nly  jurisdiction  over  the 
tirst  thr<H*  ])egr<H's  (l)Iue  Masonry)  and  no  <romtnand  over  higher 
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Degrees,  which  work  8ex>arate  from  the  Gran  Dieta.  For  in- 
stance, under  Charter  of  the  Gran  Dieta  are  constituted  the  fol- 
lowing Lodges: 

"  'Riego,  No.  4,  (Spanish  Lodge),  Scottish  Rite. 

"  'Anahuac.  No.  141,  (English  Lodge),  Scottish  Rite, 

'*  'Hidalgo- Washington,  No.  145,  (American  Lodge),  York 
Rite. 

"  'Washington- Juarez,  No.  161,  (American  Lodge),  York 
Rite. 

"  'George  W^ashington,  No.  195,  (American  Lodge),  Scottish 
Rite. 

"  'Toltec,  No.  214,  (American  Lodge).  York  Rite. 

"  'Germania,  No.  219,  (German  Lodge),  Old  English  Rite. 

"  'These  facts  prove  our  tolerance  towards  foreign  systems 

**  'Your  questions  have  met  already  with  our  full  consideration 
in  our  reply  to  the  Missouri  Grand  Lodge,  whose  Committee  on 
Foreign  Corresjiondence  did  not  judge  it  convenient  to  publish 
it. 

**  'Therefore  we  beg  to  state  that  here  exists  a  woman  Lodge, 
established  some  years  ago.  It  is  now  under  auspices  and  pro- 
tection of  our  Gran  Dieta,  but  by  no  means  under  JuriFdict ion  of 
our  Grand  Lodge  El  Valle  de  Mexico.  No.  1. 

"  'This  Lodge  has  no  seige  (evidently  meaning  seat,  or  repre- 
sentation) in  our  Grand  Lodge.  On  festival  occasions  this  Lodge 
has  been  invited,  but  members  of  our  Grand  Lodge  and  depen- 
dent Lodges  are  not  allowed  to  visit  this  women  Lodge.  It  is  a 
separate  organization  which  is  governed  by  itself  and  controlled 
by  our  Gran  Dieta.  No  article  of  our  Constitution  provides  its 
legal  existence. 

"  'The  Bible  is  not  banished  from  our  Lodge  Rooms,  because 
we  allow  and  grant  it  to  every  Lodge  who  thinks  it  useful  or  in- 
dispensable. Anahuac  (English),  George  Washington  (Ameri- 
can), Toltec  (American),  Germania  Lodge  (German),  and  the 
most  Mexican  Lodges  use  the  Bible  in  their  secret  work. 

' '  'We  are  by  no  means  opposed  to  the  Bible,  but  cannot  enforce 
the  use  in  our  first  degree  work,  and  therefore  we  leave  every 
Lodge  at  liberty.  The  Bible  is  used  with  us  in  the  third.  Master 
Mason,  Degree.  Your  York  Lodges  are  built  (as  far  as  we  can 
understand)  upon  a  protestant  platform,  and  hence  the  use  of 
the  Bible.  The  material  of  our  Scottish  Lodges  is  the  broken  up 
Catholic  element,  whose  opinion  about  the  Bible   is  not  at  all 
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f*<iual  to  youFH.  Neverth^leHs,  we  hold  and  keep  the  Bible  s»  one 
of  onr  three  Graud  Lights  of  Ma«>nry,  viz:  Bible.  Square,  and 
( 'ompnsseH,  Imt  we  cannot  enforce  tlie  Bible  to  occupy  the 
first  place  in  LckI^ch. 

"  *The  old  charges  (landmarks),  Anderwm'H  old  English  Con- 
stitution. 1717,  enjoy  full  respect  in  all  Lodges  working  under 
Charter  of  onr  (rran  Dieta,  but  we  are  sorr>-  to  8t-ate  that  most 
of  your  American  Grand  LiKlges  diverge  among  themselves 
;il)Out  the  tenor  of  Landmarks.  They  are  never  lectured  in  Amer- 
ican Ltnlges.  and.  I  believe,  are  unknown  to  the  greater  part  of 
their  meml>erfl.     Which,  we  add,  is  much  too  true. 

"  'Fraternally  yours, 

**  'Ekmilio  G.  Canton, 
•  "(jrand  Secretary  of  the  (rran  Dieta  and  Grand  Master  of  the 
M.".  W.-.  (irand  L<Mlge,  El  Valle  de  Mexico.  No.  1.* 

"As  a  matter  of  informati(m.  though  not  bearing  directly  upon 
the  questicms  at  issue,  we  extract  the  following  from  a  letter  to 
Past  Grand  Master  Tyler  by  R. '.  W.  *.  Ermilio  G.  Canton,  nn- 
tler  dat^  December  1.  ISIM: 

*  *A  Master  Mason  of  our  pro])er  Jurisciiction  who  wishes  to 
visit  a  Lodge  lielonging  to  our  (iran  Dieta  is  re(|uire<l  to  present 
his  diploma  as  a  MastiT  Mason  and  the  last  rei'eipt  of  the  treas- 
urer of  his  Lo<lge.  Moreover,  he  may  l>e  submitted  to  an  exam- 
ination if  the  Master  of  the  Lo<lge  rwpiires  it.  A  Mason  not  be- 
longing to  any  LcMlgt*  is  held  in  our  Juristliction  as  an  irregular 
Mason,  and  cannot  be  admitted  as  a  visitor.  He  wants  to  pro- 
mote his  afliliation  in  due  form,  exhibiting  all  his  docnments 
«j:iving  also  sufficient  references,  suffering  an  examination,  and 
if  no  impCMliment  turns  out  he  will  be  admitted  to  the  oath. 

*'  'A  Mason  of  your  Texas  Jurisdiction,  or  of  any  other  foreign 
rinrisdiction.  can  visit  «iur  Lodges,  exhibiting  his  diploma. 
Moreover,  he  may  1k»  submitted  to  examination,  if  the  Master 
n  quires  him  to  be.  in  order  to  learn  that  he  is  well  acqnainted 
with  the  three  Degrees  of  Blue  Mas(mr>'.  Finally  he  pledges  his 
word  at  the  Alter  upon  th(»  Bible.' 

"Wo  submit  that  this  d(M's  n(»t  much  look  as  though  the  Bible 
was  'banished  from  the  Lodge  Room.'  as  lK)th  Bros.  Parvin  and 
Uobbins  charge.     Does  itV 

"From  this  letter  we  I^am  also  that  there  are  'under  the  Jn- 
risdiction  and  Warrant  of  the  (^ran  Dieta  Si mbolica  seventeen 
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Grand  Lodges,  State  Lodges,  with  225  Bine  Lodges,  having  a 
total  membership  of  21,992.'  There  are  also  in  Mexico  two  so- 
cjilled  Grand  Lodges  which  do  not  acknowledge  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  Gran  Dieta,  viz. :  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  the  City  of  Mexico 
the  Federal  District.  The  two  together  having  subordinate  to 
them  twenty  Lodges  with  about  500  members. 

"We  next  and  lastly  introduce  the  testimony  of  R. '.  W. '.  Bro. 
Sam  R.  Hamilton,  Deputy  District  Grand  Master  of  the  twen- 
tieth Masonic  District  of  Texa«,  who  is  also  a  member  of  our 
'Committee  on  Work,'  in  whom  we  recognize  a  very  intelligent 
gentleman,  as  well  as  a  most  zealous,  well  informed,  and  earnest 
Mason.  Knowing  that  during  the  past  summer  he  had  visited 
and  spent  some  time  in  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  feeling  assur- 
ed that,  being  fully  aware  of  the  charges  which  had  been  made 
against  the  Masonry  of  that  country,  and  of  the  criticisms  which 
had  been  passed  upon  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  publicly 
and  openly  recognizing  it,  he  would,  as  far  as  possible,  investi- 
gate, so  as  to  determine  the  truth  or  falsity  of  those  charges,  we 
wrote  to  him  asking  him  to  give  us  the  result  of  his  investiga- 
tion. We  would  be  pleased  to  publish  in  full  Bro.  Hamilton's 
ver>'  interesting  letter,  did  space  permit.  To  do  so.  however, 
would  make  this  article  much  too  long,  especially  so  since  it  has 
already  extended  far  beyond  what  we  expected  or  intended.  It 
must  suffice,  therefore,  to  give  such  extracts  only  as  bear  directly 
upon  the  points  at  issue. 

'  'He  tells  us  that  he  visited  Integridad  Lodge  at  old  Piedras 
Negras,  a  strictly  Spanish  or  Mexican  Lodge,  and  was  present 
at  the  opening  exercises.  He  visited  also  Toltec  Lodge  in  the 
City  of  Mexico,  and  assisted  in  conferring  the  third  Degree  upon 
three  candidates.     He  says: 

**  'Not  having  a  voucher  present,  I  was  required  to  prove  my- 
self exactly  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  tests  as  in  vogue 
with  us,  and  found  that  no  greater  difference  in  the  opening  cer- 
emonies or  degree  work  existed  than  we  find  in  our  own  State 
between  different  Lodges,  or  l)etween  our  Lodges  and  those  in 
other  States  of  the  United  States.  By  special  reciuest  I  gave  the 
"explanations' or  ' 'lecture"  and  "charge"  in  full,  monitorial  and 
all.  as  authorized  by  our  Grand  Lodge,  it  l>eing  entirely  applica- 
ble to  the  work  as  rendered  by  them. ' 

"These  explanations,  he  says,  were  highly  complimented  by 
the  Grand  Master,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and  Grand  Secretary 
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of  the  Grand  LodgP,   El  Valle  de  Mexico,  all  of  whom  were 

present." 

"  'Gennania,  Anahuac,  and  Toltecr  LodKes  all  use  the  same 
Lodge  room.  It  is  nicrely  fitted  np.  and  is  fnmished  in  a  manner 
niinilar  to  that  of  many  well  ai>pointed  Lodge  rooms  in  Texas 
and  elsewhere. 

"  *They  use  the  same  charts,  M.  C.  pillars,  and  other  accesso- 
rioH.  so  far  as  I  <ronld  s(h\  jis  we  do.  The  "fnmitnre"  of  the  Lodge 
was  all  in  its  proper  i)hu'e,  both  in  Int-egridadandToltec  Lodges. 
I  saw  nothing  the  least  irregular  or  objectionable  in  either 
Lodge,  and  I  must  say  that  after  visiting  these  two  Lodges — one 
of  them  strictly  Mexican,  working  in  the  Scottish  Rite  at  that— I 
U'ft  the  Republic  firmly  impressed,  from  my  experience  and  con- 
tact with  Mexican  Mas^ms  and  Masonrj',  that  if  these  were  fair 
simples,  then  our  Gnmd  Lodge  and  that  of  New  York  had  acted 
both  rightly  and  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  in  recognizing  the 
(iran  Dieta. 

•'  'While  in  Mexico  I  ma<le  the  acquaintance  of  several  reliable 
parties  with  whom  I  have  corresponded  sinc^  my  return,  among 
whom  I  mention  particularly  Bro.  Dr.  A.  W.  Parsons,  W.  *.  M. '. 
of  Toltec  Lodge. 

• '  Through  said  correspondence  which  I  consider  eminently 
trustworthy,  I  have  been  infonned  that  the  Grand  Dieta  has  re- 
voked all  Charters  for  women's  Lodges  (whatever  their  charac- 
toT  under  the  old  system  may  have  been),  and  forbidden  the 
prt'sence  of  women  in  any  Lodge  working  under  its  Jurisdiction. 
and  that  it  has  lK*en  reorganizwl  so  as  to  correct  several  other 
I  minor)  hitherto  objectionable  features. 

•  Thus  we  see  that  thf?  Grand  Lodges  of  Texas  and  New  York, 
l»y  tlie  exercise  of  the  true  Masonic  spirit  in  extending  to  our 
struggling  brethren  in  the  land  of  the  Monteznmas  a  helping 
hand,  have  greatly  aided  them  in  their  efforts  at  reformation.* 

"Is  this  enough?  Let  those  who  are  unbiased  and  withont 
prejudice,  answer. 

"We  are  told  in  Holy  Writ,  'but  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then 
lake  witli  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  month  of  two  or 
three  witnesses  every  word  may  be  established.* 

This,  as  we  think,  we  have  done. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  rested  here,  but  beliering  we 
have  found  another  gofnl  and  comi)etent  witness,  we  wish  to  in- 
troduce his  testimony  also. 
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"We  are  very  recently  in  receipt  of  the  Proceedings,  1805,  of 
the  M.*.  W.'.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois.  In  the  report  of  Bro. 
Past  Grand  Master  Joseph  Robbins  on  Correspondence,  we  find 
a  letter  from  Bro.  Theodore  Sutton  Parvin,  Past  Grand  Master, 
and  the,  for  nearly  fifty  years.  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa,  written  by  him  August  10,  1895,  to  the  Voice  of 
Masonrv. 

"From  this  letter  we  learn  that  during  the  past  winter  Bro. 
Parvin  visited  and  spent  some  time  in  Mexico,  and  that  while 
there  he  'visited  their  Lodges  and  Grand  Lodges,  consistories  and 
Supreme  Councils,  was  glad  that  he  did,  and  would  do  it  again 
were  he  to  go  there, '  and  that  'in  all  Masonic  Lodges  and  Bodies 
both  of  the  York  and  Scottish  Rite  in  the  national  capital,  and 
in  many  of  the  State  capitals  the  Great  Light  is  excluded  from 
the  altars,  and  from  the  halls,  and  the  Book  of  Constitutions 
substituted. ' 

"Our  brother  was  surely  most  unfortunate,  to  say  the  very 
least.  And  while  he,  one  of  the  most  earnest  and  able  advocates 
and  defenders  (if  indeed,  since  the  death  of  Bro.  Vaux,  he  is  not 
the  leader  in  that  role)  of  and  for  a  Masonry  that  is  legal,  simon 
imre.  and  uudefiled,  that,  like  Caesar's  spouse,  must  be  above 
suspicion,  we  repeat  that  it  was  most  unfortunate  that  he  alone 
found  'Lodges,  Grand  Lodges,  Consistories,  and  Supreme  Coun- 
cils* from  whose  altars  and  halls  'the  great  light*  of  Masonry  was 
excluded,  while  Bros.  Omelas,  Canton  and  Hamilton  found  that 
just  the  reverse  was  the  case.  They  state  emphatically  that  all 
the  Lodges  of  which  they  know  anything  have  or  may  have  the 
Bible  in  the  Lodge  Room.  Bro.  Hamilton  says  *in  its  proper 
place,'  and  Bro.  Canton  that  'upon  it  the  Mason  is  obligated.' 

"But  we  will  let  Bro.  Parvin  speak  for  himself,  that  there  be 
no  misunderstanding : 

"  Out  of  some  twenty-eight  States  the  Grand  Lodges  of  only 
about  five  have,  I  learned  during  my  recent  visit,  ever  made 
Masons  of  women,  and  they  are  now  all  prohibited  by  the  Gran 
Dieta,  that  body  having  repealed  the  law  under  which  such  pro- 
ceedings were  had,  although  it  failed  to  deny  to  the  women  al- 
ready initiated  the  rights  previously  conferred  upon  them.' 

"As  we  have  proved,  siipra,  by  Bro.  Hamilton,  the  Gran  Dieta 
has  since  not  only  revoked  the  right  to  make  Masons  of  women 
but  also  forbidden,  denied,  'to  the  women  already  initiated  the 
rights  previously  conferred  upon  them. ' 
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'•  'Notwithstanding  the  great  departnre  of  onr  Mexican  Ma- 
sons from  the  nsaKc^s.  customs,  laws  and  re^ilations  of  Ma8onr>' 
as  prH(*tice<l  in  the  United  States.  I  ninst  say  that  I  had  ample 
oi>X)ortnnity  to  satisfy  myself  that  Masonry  has  done  a  great 
tiling  for  that  conn  try,  more  indeed  than  any  other  one  institrt- 
ti(m  or  orp^anization  existing  among  them.  I  fonnd  that  the 
President  and  all  tlie  governors  and  generals  of  the  army  whom 
T  met  were  Masons,  and  that  their  Masonry'  is  a  l)ond  of  cement 
among  them  and  a  i)owerful  lever  in  the  government,  aiding 
materially  the  executive  and  the  militar>'  power  to  keep  in  sub- 
jection the  element  not  so  regardful  of  the  law  as  our  American 
people;  and  becrause  of  its  good  results  I  was  disposed  to  deal 
more  charitablv  with  them  than  under  other  circumstanceB  I 
would  have  done. 

" 'T  recognize  the  Masrmic  Bixlies  of  the  various  gra4le8  and 
rites  which  I  visited  in  many  places  as  legitimate  under  their 
law.  and  by  their  law  and  their  law  only  can  we  judge  them,  so 
tliat  when  I  went  to  Rome  I  did  as  the  Romans  did,  I  visited 
their  Lodges  and  Grand  Lodges.  Consistories,  and  Supreme 
(\»nncils.  I  am  glad  that  1  did.  and  I  would  do  it  again  were  1 
tt)  go  there.' 

"Bro.  Par\'in,  while  he  does  not  sav  so  in  so  manv  words,  we 
{jssert  without  the  fear  of  successful  ctmtradiction,  has  changed 
front,  and  we  are  ghwl  of  it.  When  a  man  finds  that  he  is  wrong, 
lu'  can  do  nothing  n<^bler.  grander,  than  to  confess,  and,  if  possi- 
])lc.  correct  or  make  amends  for  it. 

"Ever  since  the  recognition  of  the  (4ran  Dieta  by  the  Grand 
liodge  of  Texas,  up  to  alnrnt  August  lo,  last,  Bro.  Par\nn  has 
Im'hu  c<»ndemning,  criticising,  and  l>elalH)ring  it  for  rei'ognizing 
Mil  'irregular.'  illegitimate.'  •.spurious."  'bastard.'  'clandestine 
lM)dy.'  And  yet.  ininihih  ilirtn.  we  find  that  he  himself  haa  been 
visiting  this  siime  iKKty,  and  a.ssociating  with  its  members  as 
^lasons,  and  says  he  'would  do  so  again  were  he  to  go  there." 
Wliy  ?  We  have  to<»  much  respect  for  Bro.  Par\'in  to  believe  for 
;i  moment  that  he  would  visit  a  Lodge  of  which  he  even  had  a 
Mispici<m  that  it  was  clandestine.  When  formerly  writing  of 
this  mattf'r  he  honestlv  l>elieved  that  the  Masonry*  of  Mexico  was 
irn'gular."  illegitimate,*  and  therefore  'clandestine.*  and  as  in 
•  iuty  Umnd  so  contended-  But  later,  by  personal  ol)servat ion,  he 
tiMind  it  was  not  so.  that  they  were  legitimate  by  their  law' and 
tliat   by  their  law  and  their  law  only  we  can  judge  them.'    Try- 
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ing  them  by  that  test  he  fonnd,  as  we  all  along  have  contended, 
that  they  were  not  illegitimate,  irregular,  or  clandestine,  and  do 
deserve  recognition,  and  thus  finding,  he  personally  recognized 
them. 

"Bro.  Parvin  did  exactly  right,  just  what  the  pure,  honest 
Mason,  that  he  is.  should  have  done,  and  while  it  is  possible, 
though  we  much  question  if  probable,  he  may  not  have  so  in- 
tended, he  certainly,  as  we  think,  makes  one  of  the  strongest 
possible  arguments  for  the  recognition  of  the  Gran  Dieta  and  its 
subordinates  by  all  true  Masons  everywhere.  As  said,  he  did 
just  exactly  right,  in  visiting  the  Mexican  Lodges,  and  now  to  be 
(consistent  he  should  do  everything  in  his  power  to  undo  and  cor- 
rect the  harm  that  in  the  past  he  has  done  to  our  Mexican  breth- 
ren, and  openly  and  boldly  urge  his  Grand  Lodge  to  recognize 
them.  We  have  now,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  made  good  our 
promise,  so  frequently  repeated  in  our  foregoing  report.  We 
believe  in  all  honesty  we  have  proved  that  the  Masonry  in  Mex- 
ico deserves  recognition— that  it  is  pure  in  its  works,  its  profes- 
sions, and  its  principles,  and  we  know,  too,  that  by  its  benign  and 
healthful  influence  it  is  to-day  doing  more,  far  more,  to  elevate, 
refine,  and  set  free  a  long  priest-ridden  people,  than  all  other 
forces  combined.  In  view  of  these  facts,  let  us.  brethren,  one 
and  all.  extend  a  welcoming  and  a  helping  hand,  and  bid  it  God 
speed  in  its  'noble  and  glorious  undertaking. ' 

•Thomas  M.  Matthews." 

ENGLAND. 

This  United  (^rand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons held  a  quarterly  Communication  on  Wednesday,  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1896,  the  M.  *.  W. '.  Pro*.  *  Grand  Master,  the  Earl 
of  Latham,  presiding.  This  being  the  period  for  the  election  of 
Grand  Ma.ster.  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  this  day  had 
completed  the  twenty -first  year  of  office,  was  re-elected  unani- 
mous! v. 

Grand  Lodge  thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  the  following  : 

"That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  in  quarterly  Communica- 
tion assembled,  hereby  expresses  its  strong  disapproval  of  the 
system  of  canvassing  and  touting  carried  on  at  the  annual  elec- 
tions, and  earnestly  appeals  to  its  members  to  discountenance 
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and  prevent  the  continuance  of  a  practice  which  is  contrarj'  to 
the  principles  and 'tenets  of  English  Freemasonrj'. " 

This  j]^iid  old  mother  of  Masons  shows  an  expenditure  of  no 
less  than  $44. OH)  during  the  year,  from  her  fund  of  benevolence, 
and  in  addition  from  the  fund  for  general  purposes  f7,745  in  the 
same  direction. 

The  V.  •.  W. '.  Edward  Letchworth.  F. '.  S.*.  A.  ■.,  is  the  Grand 
Secretary. 

We  regret  having  receiv^nl  the  Record  of  no  other  Quarterlies, 
but  hojxe  that  the  future  may  give  us  lietter  luck. 

And  later,  we  received  the  Records  of  the  Quarterly  held  on 
•2nd  September,  1S06,  at  which  M. '.  W.  •.  Michael  Arnold.  P.  . 
(4. ".  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  is  registered  as  a  visitor. 

A  note  of  acknowledgment  of  the  Address  of  Congratnlationss 
on  his  having  been  elected  (rrand  Master  for  the  twenty-first 
time,  was  received  from  H.  R.  H.  Prince  of  Wales. 

Fourteen  hundred  pounds  sterling,  or  near  $7.23o,  were  ex- 
pended in  charity  during  the  jireceding  (piarter. 

A  provisioTi  was  unanimously  adopte<l  as  to  the  ([ualificiitions 
of  a  widow  whose  last  husband  was  not  a  Mason,  that  if  his 
petition  had  **l)een  accepte<i  by  the  committee,  and  he  had  died 
iH'fore  his  elec'tion,  in  such  case  her  application  will  lie  con- 
sidered eligible."  * 

The  published  Roll  of  Lodges  numl>ers  H*2H,  scattered  throngh- 
«)ut  the  world,  and  the  income  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  reaches 
about  $12,H(H).  The  balance  of  (J^eneral  Purpose  Fund  was 
s5!l4,<KH». 

FLORIDA    oTth  Annual,  Januaky.  isiw. 

LtMlges,  ir>l  :  meiiilMTs.  4.04W  :  loss,  i;»4. 

Dispensations  for  .^ev«'n  new  LiKlges  were  issued  and  seven 
wen*  <-hartered.  while  two  were  continueil  U.  D.  at  this  Cow- 
iiinnication. 

As  mnm  as  (xrantl  Ltwlgc  had  be^n  oi»ened.  it  priK-etnled  to  iiay 
I  hr  last  cvidiMices  «if  love  and  respect  to  the  remains  of  their  late 
<  irand  Si'cretary.  P.*.  (i.*.  M.'.  AllsTt  J.  Russell,  by  depositing 
liis  lH>dy  in  tlu'  tomb  with  Masonic  ceremonies.  His  death 
•  M-curriMl  but  a  day  (jr  two  befon?  the  assembling  of  the  Grand 
Lnilgi'.     (».  .  M.'.  .lames  W.  Boyd  speaks  of  liim  as  *'one  con- 
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spicnotisly  eminent  in  the  history  and  councils  of  this  Grand 
Lodge. " 

The  Grand  Master  called  attention  of  Grand  Lodge  to  the  prop- 
osition from  Colorado  for  a  Centennial  Service  at  the  grave  of 
Washington,  with  which  nothing  had  been  done,  although  pre- 
sented to  Grand  Lodge  two  years  before. 

Also  to  the  Resolutions  from  Wisconsin,  providing  for  uni- 
formity in  the  distribution  of  charity.  We  do  not.  however, 
find  that  any  notice  was  taken  of  them.  Of  this  latter,  he  thus 
speaks : 

"I  do  not  fully  concur  in  the  proposition.  I  do  not  agree  to 
the  principle  that  one  Lodge  may  have  the  power  to  create  a 
debt  and  compel  another  to  pay  it.  without  previous  assent 
thereto,  and  in  this  age  of  telegraphs  and  quick  communication 
I  cannot  see  the  potency  of  the  excuse  for  it,  even  though  it  be 
strictly  confined  to  actual  necessities.  A  body  of  Masons  which 
will  not  contribute  to  the  necessities  of  a  worthy  sojourner  in 
distress  until  they  can  communicate  with  his  Lodge,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  not  worthy  to  hold  a  Masonic  Charter. " 

All  available  funds  appear  to  be  promptly  used  in  diminishing 
the  debt  on  the  Masonic  Temple. 

The  Grand  Orator.  Rev.  Bro.  R.  H.  Weller,  delivered  an  ex- 
cellent oration  on  the  power  of  associations,  and  the  power  of 
symbolic  teaching  as  exhibited  by  Masonry. 

The  business  of  Grand  Lodge  was  mostly  routine. 

James  W.  Boyd,  Bartow,  G  M. 

Wilber  P.  Webster.  Jacksonville.  G.  Sec'y. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

GEORGIA-  109th  Annual,  October,  1895. 

40.J  Lodges  with  16,888  members,   and  a  gain  of  608. 
Grand  Master  John  P.  Shannon  in  the  following  eulogizes  the 
Craft,  and  we  are  pleased  at  the  good  account : 

"Numerically  we  may  not  have  increased,  but  the  personnel 
of  the  meml)ership  was  never  better.  The  dead  branches  have 
been  lopped  off,  and  the  body  of  the  Masonic  Tree  is  living, 
growing  and  bearing  only  healthy  moral  fruit.  Good  men  and 
true  have  been  added  to  our  ranks,  and  to-day  the  eighteen 
thousand  Masons  of  Georgia  stand  a  band  of  law-observing.  God- 
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t^'Hriri^ui^ii.  honorfHi  c\fu  by  those  whoiirfi;aiorant  of  the  myst**. 
Ti*-s  of  onr  Onl^^r.  Ijut  who  aiiprove  the  iirat'tical  workiiitcs*  of  our 
Aiic-iHiit  Craft.  Thus  wh  slionhl  fvf-r  )*f  a  happy.  li»vinK  ssociety 
•  ■t  friHiifl**  and  liruthnrs.  ' 

HeijisurtlDispensjitiniisfoi*  the  formation  of  three  new  Lodges. 
:Miil  at  this  Coniniiinication  Chartt-i's  wfre  ^o^nted  tn  five. 
N«*VHrthf-less.  h»r  rHfns*^d  applications  f»»r  others*  when* 
liH  thoiij^ht  the  <*irrnnistan<'Hs  w*-yv  ailverst*  ti»  the  ImihlinK  up  (»f 
a  ;<<hh1  stron^jf  Lim1j<»'.  As  we  contendeil  lon;^  since,  the  ninlti 
pli«'ity  of  Lo(l;?es  tends  to  Ix'^^ettin;?  a  system  of  elei-tiuneerinK 
t<»r  candidates  ami  the  introduction  i»f  improper  material,  that 
:lie  coffers  of  the  L(Ml;^e  may  l»e  sui)i)lie<l.  even  at  the  expense  of 
the  Order. 

The  proi>osition  frr»m  \Vis<-onsin  in  relation  to  a  uniform  mle 
tor  tlie  disi>en.sation  of  .Masonic  <-harity  wa.sl)efore  (4 rand  Lod^, 
and.  though  the  Committee  thought  the  «)b,-iect  a  laudable  one. 
y«-t  it  asked  the  po.stp(»nenient  uf  its  consideration  until  the 
next  Annual. 

Tlie  plan,  which  was  a<'tt»d  on  at  th<'  last  Annual  Comuuinica- 
tion,  for  the  i)urcha.se  of  the  ( 'onfiulerate  Soldiers"  Home,  having 
tailed,  (irand  Master  recommended  a  reference  of  the  matter  t«» 
ilie  Snborilinate  Lt»dK*-s.  that  Grand  LcMl;<e  miKht  act  intelli- 
LTeiitlv  at  next  sessi(m.  A<'cordinsrlv  resolutions  to  this  effet't 
were  intr<Mluced.  but  no  account  of  theactitm  had  thereon  do  we 
find. 

(irand  Master  nK-ommended  that  when  application  for  the 
I)«';;rees  is  made,  the  ballot  should  l)e  for  them  all  at  once,  thus 
avoidin;^  the  su))s(iuent    ))allotinj;s.    Imt    ( Ira nd  LcKl^fe  thought 

llie  existinjc  law  sufficient  and  satisfact«)ry." 

The  foll<»win^  was  intro<luced  to  (trand  I.«odK*^»  but  was  re- 
jiM'ti'd  ))y  it: 

"Wli  KKKAS,  Thi're  are  very  many  Masfms  all  over  the  State  of 
<  ii-or^ia.  w)io  have  l)een  Dimitted  from  their  Lodges,  and  who 
are  hoIdin;C  their  Dimits.  and  are  therefore  out  of  a**tive  mem 
iH-rship.  and  not  entitled  to  Mjisonic  charity,  or  other  Maaonif 
(••»Msidi*ratit»n.  tlierefore.  in  order  to  prevent  further  withdraw- 
als. i»t  Masons  ])y  Dimits.  and  to  bring  the  now  dormant  Masons 
III  more  fraternal  and  aetive  niemlNTship  with  the  (.^raft.  be  it 

■//*.so/rM/.  Tliat  the    hy  l^aws  of    this  (fraud  LtMlge,  and  the 
(  oTistitiition  ami  Uy  I^aws  of  e:u*h   SulK»rdinate  Lo«lge  of  this* 
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State,  be  so  amended  as  to  require  each  Mason  holding  a  Dimit 
to  pay  to  the  Lodge  in  whose  Jurisdiction  he  may  reside  the 
same  amount  of  dues  charged  and  collected  of  its  regular  mem- 
bers by  said  Lodge:  and  upon  his  failure  or  refusal  to  pay  said 
dues,  that  he  be  dealt  with  as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution and  Laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge." 

The  occasion  of  the  unveiling  of  the  Memorial  Tablet  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  Hall  to  commemorate  the  love  and  affection  the 
Brethren  of  Georgia  bore  to  that  great,  good  and  lovable  Mason. 
Grand  Master  John  S.  Davidson,  was  replete  with  interest,  and 
was  an  outpouring  of  hearts  filled  with  love  and  gratitude. 

John  P.  Shannon,  Elberton,  G.  M. 
A.  M.  Wolihin,  Macon,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  William  S.  Ramsay  again  presents  the  Review  of  the 
Proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Lodges,  Alabama  for  1894  being 
found  therein. 

He  thinks  a  portion  of  Grand  Master  Pettus'  Address  may  be 
read  by  his  Brethren  "with  commendable  pride."  He  alludes 
to  that  portion  which  shows  that  notwithstanding  the  heated 
political  contest  preceding,  yet  Masonry  had  not  been  disturbed, 
and  quoted  the  passage. 

Of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  on  the  liquor 
question,  and  which  he  gives  in  full,  he  says: 

*  'The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  reports  on  the 
question  of  allowing  those  to  become  members  of  a  Masonic 
Lodge  who  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  selling  spirituous 
liquors.  The  report  is  made  by  Judge  Tompkins,  a  gentleman 
of  great  legal  ability,  as  well  as  a  Mason  of  high  standing. 
Many  of  our  Brethren  will  disagree  with  this  Report,  and  we 
give  the  decision  without  comment." 

IDAHO— 28th  Annual.  September,  1895. 

Lodges,  27  ;  members,  1,084  ;  gain,  18. 

M.  •.  W.  •.  Aden)ert  B.  Clark,  in  his  Address,  made  some  very 
pertinent  remarks  in  relation  to  the  duties  of  Masons,  from 
which  we  copy  the  following  : 

"Our  aim  in  life  should  be  to  do  right,  to  deal  justly,  act  hon- 
orably, to  scatter  seeds  of  kindness  for  the  final  harvest,  to  man- 
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fully  face  everj'  isHue  of  life,  to  l>e  gentleuieii.  honored  and  re- 
spected in  the  eouiniunity  where  we  reside.  It  teaches  ns  to 
avoid  excesses  of  all  kinds,  particularly  the  indulgence  in  the 
fn'e  use  of  intoxicating;  li(inor,  and  above  all  things,  what  is 
(Mnnnionly  (railed  gambling — to  my  mind  the  most  vicious  and 
ileiiioralizing  practice  known  to  mankind.  Oh!  what  haven*  this 
] )ractice  has  wrought  among  the  human  family.  Such  demoraliz- 
ing i)racti(res  impair  the  mental  and  physical  resources,  and  that 
is  a  sin  against  lx>th  God  and  man.  It  has  been  wisely  said  that 
He  who  recklessly  injures  his  health  does  not  prove  his  un- 
selfishness, but  simply  curt^iils  his  powers  of  d4)ing  good.  And 
]i«'  who  injures  his  character  by  welcoming  evil  influences  is 
thereby  inflicting  evil  upon  the  community.' 

"It  is  a  useless  parade,  my  brethren,  for  us  as  Masons  to  talk 
of  the  subjection  of  irregular  passions  when  seated  within  the 
walls  of  the  Lodge  room,  if  we  allow  them  to  triumph  in  our  in- 
tercourse with  the  world.  There  is  some  dignity  attai'hed  to  be- 
m^  a  Free  Mason,  and  to  maintain  that  dignity  should  be  our 
constant  care." 

Which  if  read  and  hee<led  by  the  brethren  w«>uld  be  prodnc- 
tive  of  great  good  to  themselves  and  to  the  Order. 

He  rei)orted  that  a  Lixlge.  while  )>eing  presided  over  by  the 
Senior  Warden,  hadacte<l  upon  a  petition  for  the  Degrees  without 
waiting  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  and 
(M  Hit  erred  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  the  committee  to  whom  this 
was  referred  recommended  that  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
liodge  lie  censured  and  the  candidate  healed. 

He  does  not  like  the  rule  re«iuiring  seven  to  constitnte  a  work- 
in;;  Lodge,  and  thinks  this  should  1>e  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
L'Klge.  saying  :  "I  know  «)f  three  Lodges  whose  working  forces 
liave  been  nearly  ruine<l  hy  the  existence  of  this  law."  We 
n]>iiie  the  Lcnlge. would  find  it  ditticult  to  work  with  less. 

Ni'ither  is  he  pleasfnl  with  the  law  prohibiting  either  of  the 
tir^t.  four  *)fl[icers  of  the  (irand  Linlge  being  the  Master  of  a 
I  .odge.  He  recommende<l  bi  ennial  sessions  of  (rrand  Lodge  as  a 
iiM-ans  of  les.s(*ning  expenses,  and  that  the  D.  ■.  G. '.  Master  be 
iiia<le  elective. 

In  neither  of  these  views,  siive  the  last,  did  (Trand  Lodge  con 
cur.  but  in  a«*cordance  with  this  th<*  D. '.  G. ".  M. '.  was  made  elec- 
tive. 
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Graud  Treasnrer  reported  a  balance  in  the  General  Fund  of 
$l,4G9,  in  the  Representative  Fund  of  $1,463,  and  in  the  Orphans' 
Fund  of  4!3.830.  This  last  fund  amounts  to  more  than  |35.()0(). 
As  the  pay  roll  exceeded  the  proper  fund  cm  hand  by  $91,  it  was 
recommended  to  borrow  this  from  some  other  fund.  To  bring 
about  some -relief,  the  following  was  adopted  : 

•  *  Remind,  That  a  representative  tax  be  levied  on  the  Chartered 
Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction  of  fifty  cents  for  each  member  on  the 
annual  returns  of  said  constituent  Lodges.     Further, 

' '  liettolved.  That  the  expenses  of  only  one  Representative  from 
each  constituent  Lodge  be  paid  therefrom  as  in  the  manner 
already  provided  for  by  the  Resolution  of  1888." 

A  Resolution  repealing  one  excluding  Mormons  from  Masonry 
was  also  adopted,  and  with  slight  changes  of  phraseology  the 
Resolution  from  Wisconsin,  regarding  relief,  was  also  passed. 

A  very  eloquent  and  chaste  oration  was  delivered  by  R.  •.  W. '. 
Charles  C.  Stevenson,  in  which  he  speaks  of  Masonry  thus  : 

"It  is  the  foundation  of  all  our  rules  for  health,  happiness  and 
justice.  It  teaches  us  our  duties  to  God  and  to  our  fellowmen. 
It  inspires  in  us  a  reverence  for  the  right  and  protects  us  against 
the  wrong.  It  is  the  essence  of  our  civilization  and  the  basic 
principle  ui)on  which  our  form  of  Government  rests.  Through 
fire,  through  war,  through  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  the  perse- 
cution of  intolerance,  the  bloodiness  of  bigotry,  has  it  come  a 
blessed  messenger  from  that  great  Divinity  to  inspire  us  to  bet- 
ter deeds  and  finally  to  lead  us  to  that  Celestial  home,  that  house 
not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens.  It  is  upon  the 
great  work  of  inspiration,  that  inestimable  gift  of  God  to  man. 
that  Freemasonry  is  founded.  From  its  sacred  pages  was  ob- 
tained the  corner  stone  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brother- 
hood of  man,  upon  which  the  operative  workmen  of  the  past 
erected  the  grand  superstructure  which  is  now  the  glorj'  and  de- 
ight  of  the  speculative  workmen  of  the  present." 

And, 

"The  fraternity  of  Freemasons  is  to-day  a  great  breathing, 
living  entity.  Its  doctrines  and  principles,  inspired  of  God,  con- 
tain all  that  is  essential  for  a  perfect  and  upright  life.  The  les- 
sons of  the  lectures  are  calculated  to  improve  and  ennoble  man- 
kind, but  the  great  aim  of  our  noble  institution  will  be  lost  sight 
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of  if  we  fail  to  put  into  execution   those  excellent  instmctions 
with  which  we  are  all   in  vestal.     We,  the  i)roiid  posseHSors  of 
this  noble  prodnctioii  of  the  builders  of  old.  have  no  easy  task  in 
innintaininK  in  their  fullest  splendor  the  tenets  and  cardinal 
virtues  of  Masonry.     'To  soothe  the  unhappy,  to  sympathize 
with  their  misfortunes,  to  conipas.sionate  their  miseries,  and  to 
rest<>re  peace  to  their  trou})UMi  minds,  is  the  j^eat  aim  we  have 
in  view.     On  this  basis  we  form  our  friendships  and  establish  onr 
coimections."    No  pillant  knip:ht  on  prancinjj:  steed  ever  went 
forth  to  battle  for  a  jjrander  cause.     We,    in  the  charac^ter  of 
plain  and  unostentatious  Freenfasons,  j^irded  with  a  simple  and 
spotless  vestment,  have  inu(^h  to  do  in  these  latter  days.     While 
the  operative  tools  have  been  laid  aside,  the  speculative  imple- 
lueiits  of  Brotherly  Love.  Reli(»f  and  Tnith  have  been  placed  in 
*  mr  hands  for  use. 

"Are  all  of  our  distressed,  worthy  brothers  proi)erly  provided 
ft)r  t  Are  the  sobs  of  the  widow  and  the  wails  of  hnn^n'y  orphans 
soothed  with  peac^e  and  plenty  1  Are  the  seirrets  of  a  brother 
securely  jfuarded  in  faithful  breasts  ?  Is  the  fallen  raised  gently 
and  are  those  sweet  words  of  counsel  whispered  in  his  ear  t  Is 
the  welfare  of  a  brother  remembered  in  our  invocations  to  God  r 
Do  we  join  in  pnmiotinjc  each  others  welfare  and  rejoicinj?  in 
each  other's  prosperity,  and  do  we  practice  out  of  the  Liodge 
those  ^eat  moral  duties  which  are  inculcated  in  it  t 

We  cpiote  liberally,  for  these  thoutchts  are  applicable,  where- 
ever  a  Lod^e  is  to  be  found. 

Isidore  S.  Weiler.  Boise (Mty.  (t.  M. 
C'has.  C  Stevenson,  Boise  Citv.  (t.  Sec'v. 

The  Grand  Se<Tetary  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence 
which  guarantee's  it^  value.  Alal>ama  for  1894  is  found  in  her 
accumstomed  place.  He  makes  lil>eral  use  of  G.  *.  M. '.Pettus 
Address,  and  of  ourself  he  savs: 

*  It  seems  like  me(*tiii^  an  old  dear  friend  when  we  arrive  at 
the  Corre.sp(mdence  Report  of  Bn)ther  Palmer  J.  Pillans.  He 
is  one  of  the  wheel-horses  of  the  cori)s  and  from  him  we  have  re- 
ceived much  valuable  assistance.  He  reviews  fifty-six  Proceed- 
ings. Idaho  for  18h:{  included.  He  is  outsi)oken  in  his  opposition 
!(►  the<'ij)her  system,  and  we  honestly  believe  if  the  thinking. 
learned  Masons  of  influence  and  standing  thronghont  the  United 
States  would  take  a  like    stand,    the    use    of  these  disturbetB  of 
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good  work  won  Id  soon  be  lessened  and  the  Fraternity  generally 
be  greatly  benefited.' ' 

Thanks,  my  dear  Brother,  for  your  kind  words.  We  uinst  jjass 
on,  for  our  space  is  occupied. 

ILLINOIS-iViTH  ANNUA!.,  October  1S»5. 

Lodges,  72(5;  members.  50,727:  gain,  1,41)1. 

One  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  issued  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter L.  A.  Goddard,  to  which  a  charter  was  given,  and  he  informs 
us  that  in  the  exercise  of  a  careful  discretion  he  had  felt  con- 
strained to  refuse  Dispensations  for  three  others. 

He  arrested  the  Charter  of  a  Lodge  for  the  deliberate  viola* 
tion  of  the  Ancient  Charges  and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
in  doing  work  upon  the  Sabbath,  and  recommended  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Charter,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

He  expressed  the  wish  that  Grand  Lodge  should  provide  a 
limit  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  over  a  rejected  candidate, 
but  this  was  not  deemed  advisable. 

Of  the  Wisconsin  plan  for  dispensing  Masonic  charity,  he 
speaks  "as  a  new  departure",  and  the  Jurisprudence  Committee 
a<ld,  "and  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Institution." 

Our  W.  * .  Brother  was  active  in  his  visitation  of  Lodges, 
doubtless  to  the  great  advantage  of  those  receiving  this  atten- 
tion. 

An  aged  P.  •.  G.  .  M.  *.  l)eing  in  destitute  circumstances,  was 
relieved  by  him,  and  the  Committee  on  Charity,  to  whom  the 
case  was  referred,  will  doubtless  provide  for  his  necessities. 

Over  $43, (KH)  are  in  the  Treasury. 

Grand  Lodge  in  a  body  laid  the  Comer  Stone  of  a  State  Nor- 
mal School,  at  which  the  Symbols  of  Consecration,  com,  wine 
and  oil.  from  Jerusalem,  were  used.  These  were  presented  by 
M. '.  W. '.  Brother  John  C.  Smith,  who  had  himself  brought 
them  therefrom. 

The  contributions  to  charity  of  the  various  Lodges  during  the 
year  exceeded  $5{2,(K)0. 

As  the  subject  of  providing  a  method  of  tr^'ing  the  Master  of 
a  Lodge,  when  charges  are  preferred,  is  now  before  our  Grand 
Lodge,  we  give  what  was  adopted  by  Illinois  at  this  Communi- 
cation on  the  same  subject,  amending  their  By-Laws  as  follows: 
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**Se(?tion'  2.  When  a  controverHV  tshallariHe  })etween  Lodges. 
or  between  a  Lodjice  and  itH  Master,  or  charges  lie  prt*f erred,  or 
;ni  informal  coniphiint  l>e  made,  the  wime  may  be  filed  with  the 
(Jrand  Lodge,  if  in  session,  *)r  «luring  reress  In*  hxiged  with  the 
(rrand  Master;  if  the  matter  l)e  deemed  bv  him  of  a  siifticieutlv 
i^'rave  chanu'ter  to  warrant  investigation,  he  may  priM'eetl  in 
person,  or  api>ointa  ("ommission  of  not  more  than  seven,  nor  less 
tlian  three  Masters,  or  Past  Masters,  with,  if  consigtent,  the  Dis- 
trict Depnty  Grand  Master  as  Chairman,  to  investigate  sneh 
cliarges  or  comphiints;  snrh  Commission  shall  have  authority  to 
-summon  witnesses,  and  shall  have  snch  other  iK)wer  as  may  l»e 
spei'ially  <lelegated  to  them  by  the  Grand  Master:  and  said  Com- 
mission .shall  make  such  Report,  and  give  snch  opinion  to  the 
Grand  Master  as  will  enable  him  to  make  a  final  dei-iision. 

"Nothing  in  this  arti<'le  shall  In*  cimstnied  to  authorize  the 
( rrand  Master  to  deprive  a  Brother  disciplined,  under  its  provis- 
ions, of  the  rights  an<l  privileges  of  Masonry  for  a  longer  peri<^ 
tlian  during  the  recess  of  the  (rrand  Lodge. 

*Sk(  TiON'  o.  When  a  Master  c^r  other  officer  of  a  Lodge  shall 
be  deposed  from  office  only,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  deprived  of 
;iny  of  the  rights  or  i)rivileges  of  meml>ership. 

■This  provision  shall  not))e  c<mstrue<lto  i)revent  the  infliction 
<»t  snch  deprivation  by  x\w  Lodge,  for  unMasonic  conduct  tasdis- 
tingnished  from  official  misconduct)  whereof  the  i>arty  has  been 
•  Inly  convii'ted.  upon  a  Master  who  has  been  dei)08ed  fn)m  his 
office  and  thus  brought  again    within  the  disciplinary  ix>wers  of 

tlie  L(Mlge.*" 

Tln»  (Jrand  L(Mlge  of  New   Zealand    was  duly  recognized  and 

welcomed  in  the  SisterhocKl  «»f  Grand  Lodges." 

A  Resolution  forbidding  the  u.se  of  the  Mawwic  name  to  any 
iMisineK'*  concern,  or  association,  of  which  we  will  hear  at  the 
next  Annual. 

An  oration  replete  with  profound  thought,  and  most  original 
ill  design,  was  delivered  by  R  .  W. '.  Bro.  John  C  Black.  In  it 
he  coiitra-sted  the  end  with  the  ])eginning  of  this  CentuTT,  and 
thus  most  tor«-iblv  displaved  the  wonderful  strides  that  have 
intu  made  in  all  that  tends  to  the  advancement  of  civilization. 
tlic  cousejpient  amelioration  of  our  race  and  the  enlargement  of 
liln-rty.  From  these,  and  the  immense  progress  made  in  the  Art*, 
In-  d«'duces  that  wars  will  ere  long  cease,  and  difficulties  lietween 
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different  peoples  be  peacefully  settled.     It  is  a  bold  thought,  but 
well  sustained. 

Owen  Scott,  Bloomington.  G.  M. 

J.  H.  C.  IMll,  Bloomington.  G.  Secy. 

How  can  we  sufficiently  thank  M. '.  W. '.  Bro.  Robbins  for 
again  giving  us  so  full  and  profound  a  Report  on  Correspondence? 
His  style  is  easy,  his  thoughts  many  and  profound,  his  manner 
courteous.  He  thus  characterizes  the  discussion  of  the  utility  of 
the  Grand  Representatives.  "The  nine  days  wonder  is  practi- 
cally over." 

His  opinion  of  Perpetual  Jurisdiction  is  thus  given  : 

"It  is  already  beginning  to  be  more  clearly  seen  that  the  main 
<luestion  involved  -apart  from  the  foundation  which  the  doctrine 
of  peri)etual  jurisdiction,  or  perpetual  'Masonic  objection,*  as  the 
lamented  Vaux  preferred  to  call  it,  may  have  in  the  landmarks 
—is  not  whether  a  wrongdoer  may  repent  or  an  unfit  candidate 
outgrow  his  unworthiness,  but  that  it  is  one  in  which  Masonry, 
not  the  candidate,  is  the  chief  factor;  the  question  whether  the 
Masonic  acts  of  a  lawfully  ccmstituted  Lodge  working  in  con- 
formity to  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  is  conceded 
to  be  for  it  the  lawful  interpreter  of  Masonic  law,  are  entitled  to 
full  faith  and  (»redit.  When  this  comes  to  be  generally  realized 
on  both  sides  a  peaceful  viodiis  rivendi  will  not  be  far  off." 

It  pleases  us  to  find  one  so  able  expressing  for  ourselves  our 
thoughts,  though  far  l)etter  than  we  could,  on  the  Gran  Dieta 
Symbolica  de  Mexico: 

"The  full  extent  of  the  scandal  involved  in  the  recognition  of 
the  Gran  Dieta  Simbolica  of  Mexico  by  Grand  Lodges  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  is  just  now  bec^oming  apparent  to  the 
whole  world  of  regular  Masonry.'  We  have  only  to  refer  our 
readers  to  our  report,  and  particularly  to  our  review  of  New 
York,  for  the  facts,  and  to  say  that  while  the  discovery  that  the 
allegations  of  Bro.  Chism  that  Mexican  Lodges  sulwrdinate  to 
the  Gran  Dieta  admitted  women  and  excluded  the  Bible  from 
their  altars,  is  important,  it  should  not  cause  Masons  who  are 
and  want  to  be  loyal  to  the  landmarks,  to  forget  the  utter  illegit- 
imacy of  the  Lodges  for  reasons  entirely  apart  from  these  dis- 
closures, and  that  during  the  outcry  and  confusion  consequent 
on  these  scandals  is  the  time  when  they  should  be  most  watch- 
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ful  n^ainHt  the  inachiriatioiiH  of  tliose  who  wonld  Heek  to  roiumit 
tlieiu  to  the  doc^trine  that  some  other  Masoim-  than  the  Masonry* 
of  the  (-harKes  of  a  Freemason  -Fret*  and  Acc^-pted  Mjwonr}*-  — 
may  under  certain  conditions  create  Lod/res  tliat  are  recojniiza- 
l)le  as  a  lawful  ba^^is  for  a  Grand  Lodjje." 

Under  Alabama,  1S04,  we  (^opy  what  he  says  of  the  Report  of 
the  Onnniittee  on  the  Tji(inor  Question: 

"The  Jurisprudence  Committee  rei>ortinjc  on  the  question 
whether  the  fact  c)f  a  man  beinp:  en^aK<*<l  in  the  business  of  sell- 
in{^  spirituous,  vinous,  <ir  malt  liquors  constituted  ^ood  cause  for 
re.ie(*tinf?  his  application  for  the  de^ees  ( asked  durinp:  the  session ). 
say,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  ("xrand  Lodj^e  : 

•  'We  do  not  think  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  this  Grand 
LikIj^h  to  imj>ose  any  other  (pialificati<ms  ujion  the  candidate  for 
degrees  than  those  imposed  by  St-ction  7.  Article  VI,  of  theC«m- 
stitution.  By  that  section  a  num  is  retpiired  to  Ih*  a  man.  free- 
born,  of  the  age  of  twenty -r)n<^  years  or  upwards,  of  ^ood  reputa- 
ti»in,  and  of  suftirient  natural  intellHctual  endowment,  and  with 
HK'ans  of  honest  subsistence,  and  free  from  certain  corjioreal  de- 
formity. It  is  for  each  member  of  a  Lodge  tn  stift)<ftf  /*/>  ^tn^ 
>ci4  nn  Its  tft  u'li(tlnrn  nimtithitt  imsstssfs  Husf  tfiniiijivtitifnin,  Hiul 
wf  do  not  think  that  it  is  within  the  jKiwer  of  this  Grand  Lod}^. 
without  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  to  sjiy  that  the  fact 
that  a  person  follows  a  certain  occui)ation.  is  of  itself  conclusive 
♦'vidence  that  he  larks  the  qualitications  of  go(Kl  re]»utation.  * 

"The  words  we  hav«*  itali<*ised  go  to  the  core  of  the  matter. 
Earh  nmst  judge  tor  himsnlf  whether  the  applicant  iH  of  *i?ood 
reputation.'  and  has  the  means  of  honest  subsistence.'  and  as  n 
rule  it  will  l»e  found  that  theacticm  of  the  LcMlges  that  are  strong 
enough  to  stand  alone  and  not  driven  by  j>overty  to  lower  the 
-tandard  of  admission,  will  reflect  the  l)est  sentiment  of  the 
•  •omnmnity  around  them  upon  this  question.  We  think  the 
committee  are  right  in  denying  the  j)ower  «)f  the  Grand  L<idgetn 
lMvscril)e  other  ([ualitications  than  those  imjH>.Hed  by  the  land. 
I  narks,  from  which  and  not  from  (irand  I^idge  legislation  those 
inumeratnl  in  prescriptive  form  in  the  Constitution  derive  their 
t'ovce.  ' 

In  this  connection  we  give  what  he  says  similarly  about  the 
repeal  of  the  exclusion  of  Mormons  by  Idaho: 
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"The  constraints  of  the  ancient  law  which  were  violated  when 
the  original  resolution  was  adopts,  ought  to  have  secured  its 
repeal  without  sending  the  question  to  the  Lodges.  The  law  of 
Masonry  has  fixed  the  qualifications  recjuisite  for  eligibility,  and 
no  Grand  Lodge  has  a  right  to  prescribe  less  or  more. " 

Illinois,  like  Alabama,  places  no  restraint  or  condition  on  the 
member  desiring  to  dimit,  but  thinks  that  "a  brother  has  the 
right  to  leave  the  Lodge  as  he  went  in  to  it  -of  his  own  free  will 
and  accord."   , 

The  following  coincides  with  our  oft-expressed  opinion,  though 
our  laws  declare  that  one  who  travels  into  a  foreign  country  and 
obtains  the  Degrees,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  rights, 
benefits  and  privileges  of  Masonry  until  he  affiliates: 

"Illinois  has  held,  and  still  holds,  that  under  the  law  of  Ma- 
sonry the  Jurisdiction  acquired  by  the  rejecting  Lodge  ought  to 
be  respected  ever>"where,  and  recjuires  that  it  shall  be  resjiected 
within  the  territory  where  its  authority  is  recognized,  just  the 
same  as  it  requires  that  the  territorial  Jurisdiction  of  its  Lodges 
shall  be  respected.  But  it  holds  as  of  far  greater  importance  a 
recognition  of  the  principle  whose  denial  would  mean  Masonic 
disintegration  and  chaos,  that  the  making  a  man  a  Ma^on  by  a 
regular  Lodge,  lawfully  at  lal)or.  confers  the  Masonic  status  be- 
yond all  question.  Hence,  while  she  has  protested  against  the 
making  by  Lodges  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  material  re- 
siding within  her  boundaries,  she  has  thought  it  l>etter  to  endure 
the  wrong  rather  than  accept  either  of  the  remaining  alterna- 
tives of  denying  the  Masonic  character  to  persons  so  made  in 
confessedly  lawful  Lodges,  or  of  divesting  such  Lodges  of  their 
lawful  character,  so  far  as  she  is  contrerned,  by  denouncing  as  an 
outlaw  the  Grand  Lodge  under  which  they  hold." 

ILLINOIS— .")7th  Annual.  October,  18»«. 

Lodges,  719.  members,  o2,5<)9;  gain.  1,782. 

Six  Disi>ensations  for  new  Lodges  were  issued  and  five  had 
Charters  granted  to  them,  one  continuing  U.  D.  to  next  Annual. 

Grand  Master  Owen  Scott  opened  the  Grand  Lodge  in  ample 
form,  and  after  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  "introduced  the 
Lexington  Quartette,  of  Chicago,  which  gave  them  several  de- 
lightful selections."    The  songs  are  not  enumerated. 
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Some  of  the  (31  rand  Lodges  make  Htrenuons  efforts  to  prevent 
the  line  of  printerl  Ritnals,  as  is  apimrent  from  this  from  the 
•  Address: 

*lt  came  to  my  knowledge  that  certain  brethren  were  being 
deceived  by  the  representations  of  publishers  of  l)Ooks  and  docn- 
ments  purj^orting  to  contain  the  standard  secret  work  of  this 
.Tnris<liction.  In  two  of  the  Lo<lges  charges  were  preferred 
against  certain  brethren  for  disseminating  these  fraudulent  ]iub- 
lications.  The  charges  werf^  sustained,  the  brethren  l)Oth  found 
guilty,  and  regularly  sus])ended.  On  which  I  felt  that  the  at- 
tention of  the  Craft  should  again  be  called  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  lK)ok.  key.  (»r  document  trontaining  the  secret  or  esoteric 
work  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

Some  trouble  is  expf'rience<l  in  determining  what  sum  should 
be  paid  at  different  ages  to  .secure  a  life  memlK'rship. 

His  decisions  were  few  and  founded  on  IocaI  statutes  or  the 
general  principles  of  the  Fraternity. 

The  Treasurer  reporteil  a  cash  Iwilance  of  :H''>t«)l^^- 

A  resolution  to  recognize  the  regularity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Italy  was  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurispni- 
d«>nce.     ReiK)rt  will  be  made  to  the  next  Annual. 

There  was  also  referred  to  the  sjime  ci>mmittee  a  resolution  to 
reiiuire  a  Lo<lge  to  l>ecome  horticulturists  in  planting  seed  and 
attending  an  evergreen  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  ever>'  future 
Masonic  grave.  This  planting,  we  presume,  is  to  l)e  a  part  of  the 
funeral  ser\*ice. 

Grand  Treasurer  an<l  (4rand  Secretary*  are  ref|uired  to  give 
bond  each  in  the  sum  of  A'iO.O(MK 

A  very  elaboiiite  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Jurispmdence 
nil  th<'  legitimacy  and  regularity  of  the  origin  of  **The  Grand 
LcKlge  of  the  Island  <»f  Culu*  was  made,  and  a  resolution  fully 
and  fraternally  recognizing  it  as  a  legitimate  nieni1)er  of  the 
family  was  adopted. 

A  setting  maul,  made  <»f  th<*  oak  of  <me  of  the  Spanish  aniiada 
wrej-ked  on  the  coast  of  England  in  the  sixteenth  centnr>\  and 
afterwards  used  in  some  part  of  the  roof  of  Mother  Kilwinning 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  was  presente<l  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Owen  S<"ott.  Hloomington.  (4.  M. 
.1.  H.  C.  Dill,  liloomington.  (4.  Secy. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is,  of  conrse,  from  the  pen  of 
Bro.  Joseph  Bobbins,  whose  clear  head,  incise  style  and  strength 
of  expression  is  apparent  throughout.  There  are  reports  and  re- 
ports that  we  have  read  this  season,  but  there  is  but  one  such  as 
this.     One  hardly  can  put  it  down  after  he  has  commenced  it. 

Because  the  question  treated  of  is  one  still  before  us,  we  copy 
what  he  says  on  the  subject  of  jurisdiction  over  rejected  mate- 
rial, as  found  in  his  introduction: 

"The  question  of  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material  still  con- 
tinues to  attract  more  attention  than  any  other,  fresh  instances 
of  deadlock  between  sovereign  jurisdictions  differing  in  their  in- 
terpretation of  the  law  of  Masonry,  serving  to  keep  it  continually 
at  the  front.  The  discussions  of  the  question  during  the  ^^ast 
year  have,  we  think,  fully  justified  the  opinion  expressed  in  our 
last  report  that  it  was  beginning  to  be  more  clearly  seen  that  a 
necessary  condition  precedent  to  any  agreement  must  be  a  recog- 
nition by  both  sides  of  the  fact  that  Masonry,  not  the  candidate, 
is  the  chief  factor  in  the  problem;  in  other  words,  it  must  be 
agree<l  that  the  Masonic  acts  of  a  lawfully  constituted  Lodge 
working  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
which  is  conceded  to  be  for  those  of  its  obedience  the  authorized 
interpreter  of  Masonic  law,  must  be  given  full  faith  and  credit. 
Under  the  irritation  caused  by  the  unwarrantable  trespass,  it 
took  us  a  good  while  to  see  that  the  making  of  material  belong- 
ing to  us  by  Lodges  of  a  different  obedience  must  be  confessed  to 
have  given  the  material  so  made  a  lawful  Masonic  status,  be- 
cause they  were  lawful  Lodges  lawfully  at  labor  in  conformity 
with  the  regulations  imposed  by  competent  authority.  But  we 
did  come  to  the  recognition  of  it  pretty  generally,  the  Grand 
Lodges  being  very  few  that  will  assume  to  declare  that  the  act 
of  making  by  a  Lodge  thus  at  labor  is  without  Masonic  virtue, 
null,  void,  and  of  no  effect. 

"So,  too,  it  may  take  a  good  while  for  us  to  see  that  on  the 
other  hand  the  status  given  a  rejected  candidate  under  the  prop- 
erly administered  law  of  a  Grand  Lodge  recognized  by  us  as  the 
competent  law-giver  within  its  territory ,  cannot  be  denied  with- 
out discrediting  the  lawful  acts  of  its  lawful  Lodges,  no  matter 
how  much  we  may  condemn  the  policy  of  giving  that  status  or 
the  law  which  gives  it.  The  acknowledgment  of  complete  Ma- 
sonic competency  on  the  part  of  each  is  involved  in  the  mutual 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  and  until  this  is  fully  realized 
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by  both  parties  to  thin  debate,  so  that  each  can  approach  the 
other  as  a  recognized  equal  in  all  things,  there  can  be  little 
profitable  discussion  of  the  minor  questions  whether  a  wrong 
doer  may  repent  and  unfit  candidate  outgrow  his  unworthinem, 
and  whether,  as  a  rule,  rejections  are  prompted  by  unworthy  and 
nnmasonic  motives. " 

It  pleases  us  to  find  him  so  staunch  an  opponent  of  printed  or 
written  Rituals,  and  how  be  recalls  the  horror  that  the  use  of 
such  created  in  the  minds  of  brethren  less  than  a  generation 
ago. 

Alabama  for  1895  receives  notice.  In  this  we  find  that  he 
notes  that: 

"Among  the  Dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand  Master  was 
one  permitting  a  Lodge  in  its  second  year  under  Dispensation  to 
elect  officers.  The  Jurisprudence  Committee  do  not  refer  to  it, 
whence  we  infer  that  it  is  not  a  departure  from  Alabama 
practice." 

We  do  this  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  it,  be- 
lieving that  its  silence  was  the  result  of  an  oversight,  for  we 
know  of  no  law  to  this  effect. 

He  thinks  *'the  Lodges  evinced  their  practical  wisdom**  when 
tliey  defeated  the  constitutional  amendment  for  an  increase  of 
dues  towards  a  Masonic  Home. 

He  thinks  the  Charter,  when  demanded  by  a  visitor,  should  be 
exhibited,  though  he  thinks  even  this  should  be  largely  at  the 
discretion  of- the  Worshipful  Master. 

When  multiplying  Lodges,  as  some  of  our  Grand  Lodges  are 
doing,  it  would  }ye  well  for  them  to  heed  the  following  from  hia 
comments  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Col- 
orado that  provision  l>e  made  for  the  surrender  of  a  Charter: 

"He  might  have  given  the  stronger  reason  that  as  a  rale  all 
weak  Lodges  are  a  menaro  to  the  Fraternity,  and  the  weaker  the 
Lodge  the  greater  the  menace,  because  its  financial  neoefldtiee 
are  a  constant  tem])tation,  if  not  to  proselyting,  to  the  admiiwion 
of  material  which  would  1m»  re.ie<^te<l  by  a  Lodge  financially  inde- 
pendent.    His  rec'oniniendation  was  not  acted  upon  " 

His  criticisiii  of  the  action  of  (Trand  Lodge  of  Kansas  in  rsoog- 
iiizing  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexi(^o  is  an  able  one,  but  last  year  we 
i^ave  Dro.  Mathews'  views  in  full,  which  we  deem  sufficient,  so 
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we  will  not  impose  his  npon  yon,  for  those  from  Texas  showed 
the  unlawfulness  of  the  organization. 

INDIANA— 75th  ANNUAL,  May,  1806. 

Lodges.  484:  members.  28,439;  gain,  932. 

There  were  issued  during  the  year  Dispensations  for  six  new 
Lodges,  and  to  these  Charters  were  granted  at  this  meeting  of 
Grand  Lodge.  It  is  said  by  Grand  Master  0*Rourke  that  "great 
activity  has  prevailed  in  the  Lodges,  and  more  than  ordinary 
zeal  has  been  manifested  in  the  work." 

A  difficulty  exists  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Penn' 
sylvania.  An  applicant  for  the  Degrees  who  had  been  rejected 
by  a  Lodge  of  the  latter  Jurisdiction,  having  moved  into  the 
former,  received  the  Degrees,  and,  upon  his  return  to  his  old 
home,  was  refused  admission  into  a  Lodge,  hence  the  difficulty. 
Pennsylvania  acts  on  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  Jurisdiction,  while 
Indiana  claims  that  residence  alone  shall  govern. 

Among  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  is: 

'  '5.  Where  one  was  entered  and  passed,  and  before  he  received 
the  third  Degree,  by  accident  lost  his  right  hand,  except  the 
thumb,  I  decided  that  he  was  entitled  to  have  the  third  Degree 
conferred." 

Grand  Master  O'Rourke  thus  expresses  himself  as  to  the  re- 
ponsibilities  attaching  to  us  as  Masons: 

"We  are  now  beginning  a  new  cycle  of  onward  and  upward 
growth.  A  better,  a  deeper  and  grander  thought  is  moulding 
the  minds  of  men,  and  one  of  the  best  instruments  for  use  in  this 
movement  of  regeneration  is  the  institution  to  which  we  belong. 
A  great  responsibility  rests  upon  each  one  of  us.  E2ach  one  of  us 
has  a  special  work  to  do.  Masonry  has  a  great  mission,  and  will 
continue  to  have  until  the  end  of  time.  As  Masonry  advances, 
as  the  cause  of  brotherhood  advances,  the  world  will  advance  and 
grow  better." 

The  Treasury'  figures  reach  the  limit  of  more  than  $42,000. 

The  Committee  on  the  Wisconsin  Plan  of  Masonic  Relief  say 
that  they  "totally  but  fraternally  dissent  from  any  such  i>o6ition, 
and  recommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge  declines  to  take  any  steps 
toward  an  inter-jurisdictional  enactment  tending  to  effect  such 
an  understanding  or  arrangement. 
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"The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  has  at  all  timeis  contended,  and 
held,  that  a  Mason  in  distress  is  entitled  to  aid  and  assistance 
from  the  Fraternity,  wherever  he  may  l>e  at  the  time  of  his  need, 
and  that,  as  a  matter  of  hiw,  his  Lodge  is  not  l)ound  to  make  any 
restitution,  though  it  may  always  do  so  at  its  own  option." 

This  copy  of  the  Pnxreeilings  contains  the  likenesses  of  the 
most  of  the  Past  (^raud  Masters,  and  an  effort  is  beinfj^  made  to 
stH'ure  all  of  them. 

Simeon  P.  Gillett,  Evansville,  G.  M. 
Wm.  H.  Smythe,  Indianaix)lis.  G.  Secy. 

Brother  Wm.  Commons  made  his  sixth  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence. in(*luding  in  it  Alabama  for  IHJ)."). 

We  copy  what  he  says  of  one  of  (5  rand  Master  Harrison  s  de- 
cisions: 

"His  decision  No.  ."» is  a  'whopiHjr,*  and  so  i>alpably  wrong  that 
we  do  not  believe  the  Grand  Master  intended  it  should  go  out  as 
we  have  it  here.  We  <iu(ite  it  n  rhafum, « /  liUrnfnm  vt  pimctuutHtn, 
Mild  sjiy  that  we  do  not  agrt^e  with  it  in  a  single  iotnm.  It  is: 
That  in  all  cases  of  tlie  absence  of  the  Worshipful  Master  from 
any  Regular  or  Special  ( 'omnninication  of  any  Lodge,  the  officer 
present  highest  in  rank  shall  preside,  unless,  through  courtesy, 
^aid  officer  shall  de<*line  in  favor  of  a  past  superior  officer.'  Cer- 
tainlv  the  Grand  Master  did  not  intend  to  sav  this.  Can  the 
Treasurer,  whose  oftiee  is  fiduciary,  or  the  Secretary,  whose  office 
is  clerical,  open  and  ine>i(le  *)vera  business  meeting  of  his  Lodge? 
( 'an  a.Tiinior  Deacon  proide  over  a  business  meeting  of  his  Lodge. 
or  can  he.  through  court'  sy.  decline  in  favor  of  a  Past  Senior 
Deacon?  We  d«>  not  b«'licve  the  (irand  Master,  nor  the  Comniit- 
t«>i>  on  .lurisi)nnlen«-c.  will  say  that  it  is  lawful  for  him  to  do  so: 
>ct  they  both  explicitly  decbire  that  he  should,  in  the  absence  of 
a  superior  officer.  Can  it  be  possible*  that  Brother  Harrison  has 
l)ec(»me  demoralized  by  bis  congressional  exi»erience,  to  snch  an 
♦  xtent  as  to]>rompt  him  to  apply  the  "CzarV  methods  to  things 
Mas<>nic,  and  'count  a  quorum' at  whatever  ctist?" 

INDIAN  TKRRITOKV— -Mki)  A.v.vrAL.  AucJUST,  184Ht. 

Lodges.  SO:  memU'i-s.  •J.JHIS;  gain,  .'i-'». 
Six  new  Lodges  were  cliartere<l  at  this  Communication. 
The  (Trand  Master.   John  (;*)vle.  de<'ided  that  a  non-afflliAte 
had  no  right  to  ol)ject  to  the  ctrnferring  the  Degrees  upon  a 
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didate,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  agreed  with  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law  and  Usage,  which  was  as  follows: 

'  'Section  1 .  The  Grand  Master  decided  that  a  non-affiUiate 
has  no  right  to  object  to  the  initiation,  passing  or  raising  of  a 
candidate.  Your  Committee  believes  that  our  law  is  better  ex- 
pressed in  the  third  Regulation  of  our  Code,  for  while  no  one  not 
a  member  of  the  Lodge  can  stop  a  candidate  by  an  'objection, ' 
the  members  of  the  Committees  of  Investigation  are  bound  to 
take  notice  of  any  information  which  will  enable  the  Lodges  to 
properly  determine  the  advisability  of  accepting  proposed  ma- 
terial, but  the  final  decision  can  rest  only  with  the  members  of 
the  Lodges  which  receive  the  petitions." 

We  think  the  Committee  correct  in  the  following,  which  was 
also  adopted: 

"Sec.  2.  The  seventh  decision  also  is  wrong.  Charges  against 
a  Mason  must  be  preferred  in  the  Lodge  which  has  Masonic  over- 
sight of  him.  In  the  case  decided  by  our  Grand  Master,  charges 
were  ordered  preferred  in  Duncan  Lodge,  though  the  accused 
Brother  resided  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Leon  Lodge.  Under  our  law 
Lodges  within  whose  Jurisdiction  Masons  reside  have  oversight 
and  are  where  complaint  and  trial  must  be  had.  The  Grand 
Master,  however,  in  this  case  had  the  residence  of  A.  and  B.  re- 
versed, and  so  made  his  Decision,  but  as  it  happened  the  state- 
ment of  the  case  in  his  address  accords  with  all  the  facts,  and 
the  decision  as  actually  rendered,  therefore,  should  not  be  appro- 
ved." 

Grand  Master  recommended  that  Lodges  be  prohibited  from 
renting  their  Halls,  where  owned  by  them,  to  any  organizations 
not  Masonic,  which  was  reiK)rted  upon  approvingly,  but  no  fur- 
ther action  was  had. 

He  urged  upon  the  Lodges  to  establish  libraries  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Brethren,  and  denounced  the  introduction  of  politics 
among  the  same  when  assembling  for  Masonic  purposes. 

Brother  Murrow  is  a  model  Grand  Secretary  and  pertinently 
remarks  *  'that  a  good  Secretary  needs  to  be  a  good  collector.  On 
the  other  hand  Lodges  should  he  very  lenient  towards  members 
who  are  poor;  Charity  and  Fraternity  are  worth  more  than 
money. " 

We  suppose  that  what  is  said  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract,  will  be  endorsetl  by  all  good,  or  observant, 
Masons: 


118  APPENDIX. 

'  'The  general  condition  of  Lodges  visited  have  been  in  the  main 
good.  There  are  some,  however,  that  liarely  exist  and  some  that 
ought  not  to  exist.  I  regret  to  say  that  Lodges  are  located  in  a 
few  places  where  there  is  not  material  to  sustain  an  active 
Lodge.     One  strong  Lodge  is  far   better  than  two  weak  ones. " 

For  the  information  of  our  Brethren,  we  copy  the  following 
Report  to  show  w^hat  those  of  this  young  Grand  Lodge  are  doing 
in  the  way  of  caring  for  the  helpless: 

"We  your  Committee  on  £>lucation  beg  leave  to  report  aM  fol- 
lows: 

'  There  have  been  reported  thirty-six  orphan  children  in  this 
Jurisdiction. 

"Doaksville,  No.  2,  has  one,  Edward  Rollins,  and  has  fumish- 
e<l  him  with  tuition,  clothing  and  medical  attention  to  the 
amount  of  $24.()0. 

'McAlester,  No.  9,  has  one.  Willie  Mc^Mullen,  and  said  Lodge 
is  educating  him. 

"Healdton,  No.  28,  has  seven  orphan  children,  one  of  whom, 
Callie  Barrington,  has  received  aid  from  the  Lodge;  the  others 
have  received  some  assistance  from  individual  members  of  the 
Lodge. 

"Lone  Grove,  No.  25.  has  two:  one  is  being  educated  by  the 
Lodge;  the  other  is  old  enough  to  earn  his  living. 

"Dougherty,  No.  IV^,  has  four,  and  is  educating  three  of  them. 
while  the  other  is  too  young  to  go  to  school. 

Velma,  No.  t'>4,  has  five,  and  contributes  to  them  when  occa- 
sion re<iuires. 

"Red  Oak,  No.  62,  has  four,  and  has  already  oontribnted 
f  ir).00,  the  father  having  died  but  recently. 

"Blue  Grove,  No.  68,  has  two,  one  of  whom  has  been  kept  at 
school  until  her  18th  year;  the  other  is  still  in  school. 

"Oakland.  No.  67,  has  five,  all  of  whom  are  receiving  partial 
support,  and  some  are  kept  at  school. 

Hewitt,  No.  76,  has  five,  all  of  whom  are  receiving  full  nip- 
port  from  the  Lodge  and  individual  members. 

"The  Committee  are  pleased  to  report  the  alx)ve-named  Lodgm 
as  doing  a  grand  work,  some  of  which  being  finandally  unequal 
t(  >  the  burden  imiK)sed.  We  would  therefore  recommend  that 
the  abler  Lodges  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  weaker  ones  hav- 
iiiK  these  burdens,  and  would  urge  the  re4*ommendation  of  the 
toniier  Committee  in  the  matter  of  the  erecti<m  of  an  Orphan's 
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Home,  and  thereby  distribute  such  cares  and  burdens  among  all 
the  Lodges  of  this  Jurisdiction. " 

m 

An  oration  was  delivered  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Hill,  D.  D.,  which 
was  original  in  its  conception,  unique  in  its  arrangement  and 
philosophical  throughout.  It  was  a  disquisition  of  intense  inter- 
est, showing  the  evolution  in  the  Hebrew  mind  of  the  attributes 
and  power  of  God.  It  was  novel  in  its  character  and  deeply  in- 
teresting to  those  who  heard  or  read  it,  and  provocative  of  anew 
line  of  thought,  to  be  not  altogether  without  profit.  It  must  be 
taken  in  its  entirety  and  hence  no  portion  can  profitably  be  ex- 
tracted. 

Silas  Armstrong,  Wyandotte,  G.  M. 
J.  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Leo.  E.  Bennett.  Past  Grand  Master,  furnishes  the  feast  in 
Correspondence,  and  right  worthily  does  he  wear  the  discarded 
mantle  of  so  strong  and  accurate  a  critic  as  was  his  predecessor, 
M.  *.  W.  *.  Brother  Murrow. 

He  introduced  his  Report  in  detail  by  a  hasty  allusion  to  the 
principal  subjects  which  are  being  discussed  now  by  the  Frater- 
nity, and  some  of  which  will,  we  fear,  continue  to  be  discussed. 
From  this  we  learn  that  this  Grand  Lodge  contends  for  no  juris- 
diction after  the  rejected  material  shall  have  permanently  remo- 
ved from  her  limits.  Like  all  Masons  desiring  the  success  of  the 
Frateiiiity,  he  opposes  what  is  termed  "railroading  in  Masonry," 
and  though  sincerely  regretting  the  increasing  army  of  non-af- 
filiates, he  frankly  "confesses  my  (his)  inability  to  offer  anything 
new  in  its  discussion." 

•We  give  what  he  forcibly  says  of  "publishing  the  ritual": 

"Publishing  the  Ritual  is  a  hydra-headed  monster  which  has 
arisen  in  some  of  our  sister  Jurisdictions,  and  has  called  forth 
the  most  caustic  and  stinging  criticisms.  Some  Grand  Lodges 
set  the  example  to  the  Brethren  and  then  punish  them  for  doing 
exactly  what  the  Grand  Lodge  sanctions — a  violation  of  the  O.  B. 
of  every  Mason  who  owes  allegiance  thereto.  I  am  unable  to  un- 
derstand the  difference  in  grade  of  moral  turpitude  between  an 
individual  who  perjures  himself  and  a  Grand  Lodge  which  ad- 
vises and  encourages  him  in  so  doing,  unless  it  be  that  the  ad- 
viser is  the  more  culpable." 

Of  the  representative  system  he  hopes  his  Grand  Lodge  will 
hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good.     He  denounces  electioneering  for 
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office  in  MaHonic  Bodies,  and  advocntes  the  ronwit  principle  in 
speaking  of  the  "secrecy  of  the  Iwillot." 

Alabama  for  1HU5  receives  due  and  fnitenial  notice,  but  we  find 
him  objecting  to  our  use  of  the  word  "Order"  as  applied  to  our 
Fraternity.  At  this  we  are  somewhat  surprised,  as.  if  we  are  not 
(lefec^tive  in  memory,  we  heard  it  styled  on  our  first  admission 
"this  ancient  and  honorable  Order."  and  our  last  charge  was  to 
]>e  obedient  to  the  "tenets  of  the  Order." 

He  does  not  think  that  the  Past  Master's  Degree  slionld  lie  re< 
(luired  for  installation. 

"  *To  relieve  the  distressed  is  a  duty'  and  *God  loveth  a  cheer- 
ful giver'  are  mottoes  forever  confronting  our  p(Kket-books.  and 
not  only  our  monies,  but  our  words  and  actions. "  are  wonls  to  be 
cherished  by  all  of  us. 

IOWA— oi^D  Annual.  Junk.  189<». 

Lodges.  4(5H;  members.  '2(i,8JH);  gain.  7H7. 

(Irand  Master  Geo.  \V.  Ball  issued  his  Disiiensation  for  the 
formation  of  ten  new  Lodges,  which  were  crhartered  during  this 
st'ssion.  In  the  issuance  of  such  DiHi>ensations  the  Grand  Master 
wa^  governed  by  a  s«mnd  discretion  after  <*areful  and  complete 
investigation  of  the  probabilities  of  a  successful  Lodge  in  each 
district,  and  in  consetpience  of  such  thorough  investigation  Dis- 
])ensations  were  refused  in  some  irases.  This  is.  we  think,  the 
l)roper  course  to  pursue,  and  if  persisted  in  fewer  weak  and 
sickly  L(Mlges  will  spring  into  l>eing  only  to  flutter  for  a  short 
time  and  either  be  subiuerged  into  another  or  die  out 

He  re(!ommende<i  some  provision  for  the  protetrtion  of  the  real 
estate  of  a  Lodge  which  may  l>ecome  extincrt  or  defunct  from 
1  Incoming  the  property  of  the  (^rand  Lodge,  and  at  this  Com- 
inuuication  such  provision  was  made. 

He  expressed  his  aversion  to  the  use  of  mnemonicis  or  ciphers 
l>y  the  officers  of  Lodges,  and  (irrand  L(Mlge  adopted  the  follow- 
iiiK: 

"ShX'TiON  U«7b.  UsK  OK  Mnemonics.  Ciphers,  etc.. 
I'KOHiniTKTi  (Adoi)t(Ml  by  (4nind  Lodge  of  18SW.)— The  use  in 
\\w  Lodge-nnnn  of  mnemonics,  <*iphers.  keys,  skeleton,  orprinteil 
matter  of  any  kind,  purporting  to  emlMKly  the  unwritten  work 
«»r  Ilitual.  is  hereby  prohibited,  and  declared  to  l)e  a  Masonic 
•  »lY»*nw»;  ]>rovide<l.  however,  that  nothing  herein  shall  lie  con- 
>trnf*<l  to  apply  to  the  usi'  of  the  usual  a<'cept«l  Monitors." 
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In  refnsing  Dispensations  to  confer  the  Degrees  out  of  time, 
and  in  one  instance  without  examination  because  "the  candidate 
could  not  learn  the  work,"  he  says  : 

"I  refused  a  Dispensation  in  both  cases— to  have  done  other 
wise  would  have  been  a  violation  of  the  law.  But  I  would  have 
done  the  same  had  the  law  been  different,  for  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  interests  of  the  order  reciuire  us  to  accept  candidates  re- 
gardless of  their  mental  capacity,  nor  to  subordinate  ourselves 
to  their  convenience  in  order  to  obtain  their  membership." 

Our  brethren  of  Iowa  are  like  those  in  other  Jurisdictions,  in 
many  cases  exceedingly  remiss  in  sending  up  their  returns,  not- 
withstanding the  penalty  to  which  the  Master  is  subjected  is  ex" 
tremely  severe.  For  this  reason  (its  great  severity)  the  law  is 
not  properly  executed,  as  is  but  too  apt  to  be  the  case. 

Grand  Master  devoted  some  space  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Wisconsin  plan  of  relief,  and  thus  expressed  himself : 

"A  person  may  then  become  a  member  of  the  Order  having 
the  positive  assurance  that  the  Lodge  of  which  he  becomes  a 
member  is  compelled  to  furnish  him  support  in  sickness,  bury 
him  when  dead,  and  provide  for  his  widow  and  children,  should 
their  necessities  require  it,  after  his  death.  He  can  obtain  the 
same  relief,  only  making  it  more  certain  and  positive,  by  joining 
an  insurance  company  and  paying  a  stijmlated  sum  annually 
therefor.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  broadest  Masonic  charity  when 
voluntarily  exercised,  but  am  opposed  to  any  law  or  rule  that 
provides  for  charity  under  compulsion." 

To  which  we  may  add  what  the  committee  on  this  subject  says, 
that  "the  Wisconsin  plan  will  convert  the  Order  into  an  insur- 
ance organization  instead  of  it  being  one  of  purely  charitable  re- 
lief." 

This  Grand  Lodge  has,  for  some  years,  under  consideration  the 
advisability  of  establishing  a  Masonic  Home,  but  after  most 
careful  investigation,  and  full  deliberation,  it  was  deemed  better 
to  establish  a  Grand  Charity  Fund,  from  which  the  aid  furnished 
by  brethren  or  Lodges  might  be  supplemented.  This  fund  is 
created  by  a  per  capita  tax  of  seven  and  one-half  cents  of  the 
membership  of  the  Order  and  such  appropriations  as  Grand 
Lodge  can  add,  etc. ,  and  has  been  in  force  for  a  few  years  and  is 
found  to  l)e  efficient.     It  induces  the  Grand  Master  to  sav  that : 
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*'The  Reports  of  the  Trastees  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fund  made 
at  the  last  Hession  of  the  (irand  LodKe,  and  at  this  session  show 
that  the  temporary'  fiind  provided  for  has  been  carefully  ex" 
])ended  for  the  relief  of  needy  Masons  of  Iowa  and  their  widows, 
and  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  every  dollar  that 
has  been  paid  out  of  this  fund  has  been  used  directly  and  solely 
for  the  personal  relief  and  assistance  of  some  needy  brother  or 
liis  widow,  and  that  no  part  of  it  has  been  used  in  the  erection  or 
furnishing  of  costly  Imildings.  or  for  the  payment  of  interest 
upon  the  fund  invested  or  borrowed  for  the  erection  of  snch 
1)uildings,  or  for  the  payment  of  salaries,  expenses,  and  support 
of  officers  and  employes  to  manage  and  care  for  said  buildings 
and  their  inmates.  '* 

He  also  adds,  on  this  subject : 

'  As  it  is,  they  have  remained  at  their  own  homes  with  their 
families,  and  with  their  own  friends,  and  the  amount  paid. 
though  much  less  than  would  have  )>een  necessar}'  to  support 
them  in  a  Masonic  home,  has  undoubtedly  been  of  much  greater 
])enefit  to  them  by  reason  of  their  being  permitted  to  remain 
with  their  families  and  friends.  This  feature  of  our  system  is 
one  that  commends  it  most  highly  to  our  consideration,  and  were 
the  exi>enses  as  great  as  in  a  Masonic  home  it  would,  in  my  judg- 
ment, still  be  much  more  preferalile.  and  much  more  satisfactory 
to  the  beneficriaries  of  our  charity  to  furnish  them  the  needed  re- 
lief in  their  own  homes,  and  amcmg  their  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, when  it  can  l)e  done,  than  to  send  them  to  a  Masonic  home 
among  entire  strangers  and  eini)loyes  who  have  no  personal  in- 
terest in  their  welfare." 

As  experience  teat^hes,  improvements  in  their  methods  will  be 
introduced,  and.  indeed,  are  being  introduced.  The  Trustees  of 
this  fund  close   their  reiM>rt,  after  making  some  suggestions, 

with  : 

"In  closing  this  reiM>rt,  we  Ix^g  to  assure  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
(Mir  abiding  faith  in  the  present  method  of  dispensing  its  charity. 
and  if  the  proper  legislation  is  enacted  to  remove  and  overcome 
the  o>)stacles  set  forth  in  this  rei)ort.  we  ai"e  iH)nfident  of  giving 
the  most  coTiiplete  satisfaction  to  the  Lodges  and  brethren  in  the 
extH'ution  of  our  sacred  trust." 

<  reo.  W.  Ball,  Iowa  City,  G.  M. 

T.  S.  Parvin,  (War  Rapids,  G.  Secy. 
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Bro.  J.  C.  W.  Coxe,  of  ^ashini^ton,  Iowa,  presented  his  fourth 
Report  on  Correspondence,  which,  like  its  predecessors,  proves 
highly  entertaining  and  instractive.  It  covers  168  pages,  with 
Alabama  therein. 

We  are  verj  fairly,  pleasantly  and  fraternally  treated,  for 
which  our  brother  has,  as  he  deserves,  oar  thanks.  We  find 
him  using  this  language  in  relation  to  our  action  in  the  matter 
of  the  ruling  of  Grand  Master*  Harrison,  No.  96  :  *'The  distinc- 
tion which  the  O.  B.  draws,  is  nai;iseating,  and  with  an  evil- 
minded  man,  means  a  license  to  sin  beyond  the  restriction. 
Therefore,  we  do  hail  the  tendency  to  more  rigid  ethical  stand- 
ards in  dealing  with  offences  which  the  civil  law  brands  as 
crimes." 

We  are  under  great  obligation  to  him  and  Bro.  Parvin  for  his 
clear  and  authoritative  statement  of  Masonry  in  Mexico,  as 
fostered  by  the  Gran  Dieta,  and  have  now  a  better  knowledge  of 
the  subject  than  heretofore.  They  seem  to  have  greatly  erred 
and  appear  to  be  shedding  their  errors.  May  this  continue  until 
their  impurities  have  all  been  cast  off  and  time  shall  demon- 
strate that  they  have.  But  in  the  meantime  they  suffer  nothing 
during  their  probation.  We  think  Bro.  Coxe  eminently  correct, 
when  he  says : 

"We  can  better  afford  to  let  the  Gran  Dieta  wait  awhile  and 
prove  the  genuineness  of  its  reforms  and  its  thorough  loyalty  to 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  than  to  hastily  accord  recognition,  and 
challenge  thereby  the  adverse  judgment  of  nearly  the  entire 
Masonic  world.  It  is  better  to  make  haste  slowly  than  to  have 
occasion  to  **repent  at  leisure." 

KANSAS— 40th  Annual.  February,  1896. 

Lodges  354;  members,  19,185;  gain  198. 

There  were  three  Lodges  authorized  by  the  dispensation  of 
the  Grand  Master,  and  these  were  each  chartered. 

G. '.  M.  •.  James  H.  McCall  found  it  necessary  to  exercise  his 
authority,  and  administer  discipline,  though  we  thought  the 
action  of  the  Lodges  in  violating  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  "due  to  igfnorance"  of  their  provisions,  "which, 
unfortunately,  exists  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  good  of  the 
Order  warrants,"  as  he  adds. 

How    constantly  we  see  such  remarks  as  follows  made  by 
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( Traiitl  Masters,  vet  those  for  whom  intended  seem  never  to  learn 
from  exj^erience.     He  says  : 

"  Attention  is  a^aiii  trailed  to  the  unnecressary  volnme  of  cor. 
rt'sixmdenre  forced  upon  tlie  Grand  Master  by  officers  of  Lodges 
on  subjects  of  which  they  have  no  ric^ht  or  excuse  to  be  iioior. 
ant.  More  than  half  the  (jnestions  aske<l  by  them  are  idainly 
answered  in  the  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Proceedings  of  the 
( rrand  Lodge,  to  which  a  very  little  study  would  save  them 
t'xposing  their  ignorance,  and  the  valuable  time  of  the  Grand 
Master.  On  all  mooted  i^oints  and  dombtful  ([uestions  or  powers, 
tlie  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master  is  always  cheerfully  and  care- 
fully given,  to  the  l»est  of  his  ability,  but  on  matters  plainly 
laid  down  in  the  Landmarks  and  Rules  of  the  Order,  "he  who 
nins  mav  read. 

He  thinks  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  that  Grand  Lodge 
should  make  some  provision  for  the  aged  and  destitute,  the 
widow  and  the  orphans,  such  as  the  establishment  of  a  Home. 
He  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  a  large  amount  of  information 
for  its  guidance.  whi<*h  he  had  colle<'te<l  for  this  purpose. 
Already  had  Grand  Lodge  taken  the  initiative  in  this  matter, 
and  a  fund  is  l)eing  accuniulateil  for  this  jmriwse.  Ere  long  a 
Home  will  be  estal)lishe<l  here. 

The  General  Fund  contains  mon^than  $17,(XM),  and  the  Charity 
Kund  over  *:iN,<MM). 

The  (Jran  Dieta  SimlM>lica  of  Mexico,  after  an  elaborate  report 
from  the  Committer*  on  Con'espondence,  verj*  similar  to  that 
triveii  you  under  Di. strict  of  Columbia,  received  full  recognition. 
tlius  adding  one  more  to  the  list  of  nn'ognizing  Grand  Lodges. 

A  very  concise,  yet  instructive,  address  was  delivered  by  Bro. 
Horace    \V.    Gleason,    on    the  ■"Antiquity    and    Tea(*hing8   of 
Masonry."  which,  if  read  and  heeded  by  the  Brethren,  will  tend 
to  niak«^  better  men  of  them. 

Charles  C.  Coleman.  Clay  Center,  (f.  M. 
A.  K.  Wilson,  Tojieka.  G.  Secy. 

iJro.  M.  M.  Miller,  P. '.(4.  .M.  ..  made  the reiK)rt  on  Correspond- 
»'iic('.  reviewing  in  extenso  Alabama  for  1SU4  and  189r>  in  it.  He 
<-oncurs  with  the  Coininitt(M>  on  Jurispnidence  that  after  the 
tiiarriaire  of  the  widow  of  a  Master  Mas<ui.  she  loses  her  claim 
upon  the  fraternity. 
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AH^nming  that  the  Lodges  would  adopt  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  increasing  the  dues  so  as  to  provide  for  a  Masonic 
Home,  he  comments  : 

'  'We  congratulate  the  (^rand  Lodge  of  Alabama  on  the  steps 
already  taken,  and  we  desire  to  record  our  conviction  that  when 
the  proposed  amendment  becomes  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of 
Alabama,  that  neither  floods  nor  drouth,  five-cent  cotton,  or 
l)olitic8  of  any  kind,  will  ever  interfere  with  their  sacredly  and 
zealously  carrying  to  full  fruition  this  commencement  of  gen- 
uine Masonic  'work.'  " 

But,  alas  I  this  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

He  thinks  the  Lodges  that  will  elec^t  a  saloon-keeper  to  mem- 
bership '  'never  expect  to  receive  among  its  members  the  upright, 
pure,  true  men  of  the  comnmnity. " 

We  give  what  follows,  it  explains  itself : 

"The  Grand  Lodge  also  proved  itself  a  better  judge  of  Masonic 
jurisprudence  than  its  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  which 
made  a  report  in  which  they  held  essentially  that  carnal  inter- 
course with  the  daughter  of  a  Mason  was  not  a  violation  of  the 
Masonic  obligation,  provided  she  was  without  chastity.  The 
(•ommittee — it  is  but  just  to  them  to  say — sheltered  themselves 
in  their  opinion  behind  former  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  If 
this  exceedingly  fine  distinction  of  the  committee  were  allowed 
to  stand,  we  would  like  to  enquire  if  the  obligation  would  have 
any  force  or  effect  except  in  rape  cases?" 

We  are  delighted  to  find  him  with  us  on  the  cipher  question. 
KENTUCKY  -9«TH  Annual,  October,  1895. 

Lodges,  461;  members,  17,399;  loss,  139. 

Five  new  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  session,  while  petitions 
for  still  two  others  were  filed.  While  there  were  five  chartered 
there  were  four  which  surrendered  them. 

The  Grand  Master,  H.  H.  Holeman,  thus  speaks  of  that  most 
brilliant  stone  in  the  diadem  of  our  Kentucky  brethren,  the 
Home.  There  are  265  widows  and  orphans  in  this,  costing 
|20,5(K)  per  annum,  and  for  them  he  makes  an  earnest  appeal: 

"The  one  thought  that  is  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  Kentucky 
Masons;  the  one  hope  that,   like  a  beacon,   guides  and  cheers 
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them:  the  one  purpose  that  dominates  their  actions,  is  the  Home. 
The  law  of  conservation  teaches  ns  that  nothing  in  the  material 
world  which  has  ever  ha^l  existence  is  lost.  Matter  may  asfmme 
new  forms  and  be  applied  to  new  purposes,  but  the  smallest  atom 
created  by  infinite  wisdom,  the  product  of  divine  energy,  is  of 
importance  so  great  divine  power  is  pledged  for  its  preservation: 
so,  too.  in  the  universe  of  ethics. 

"Hunger  relieved  or  nakedness  clothni,  a  smile  made  to  play 
where  a  teardrop  coursed  its  way.  are  immortal  deeds.  'Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  breth- 
ren, ye  have  done  it  unto  me. " 

He  thus,  in  one  of  his  decisions,  clearly,  and  we  think  prop- 
erly, defines  what  is  meant  })y  "Minister  of  the  Gospel:** 

"It  was  the  pun>ose  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  incorporation 
into  its  organic  law  of  Section  K,  Article  IX,  of  the  Constitiition, 
to  recognize  the  glorious  calling  of  the  Ministry  of  the  Gospel, 
and  that  those  who  thus  devote  their  lives  to  the  moral  well- 
])eing  of  mankind  are  entitled  to  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Order,  one  of  whose  landmarks  is  *A  belief  in  God,'  and  whose 
principal  tenets  are  'Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Tmth.*  Bat 
when  one  called  to  preach  the  Gospel  forsakes  his  calling  and 
engages  in  secular  pursuits,  he  ceases  to  be  a  'Minister  of  the 
(TOS|)el.'  in  the  meaning  of  said  provision  of  the  Constitution ,  and 
on  such  members  Lodges  will  be  re<iuired  to  pay  Grand  Lodge 
(lues.  In  contemplation  of  said  sec*tion  'Ministers  of  the  GkMpel' 
include  meml)ers  of  the  Jewish  as  well  as  Christian  faith  whose 
lives  are  devoted  to  the  ministry'.*' 

Kentucky  re<iuire8  the  Degree  of  Past  Master  to  be  conferred 
l)ef(>re  the  installation  of  a  Worshipful  Master,  and  hereoom. 
mends  the  preparation  of  a  Ritual,  for  it  says:  "There  is  no 
rea.son  why  its  (ceremony  should  not  be  printed  so  that  it  conld 
l)e  cr»nf erred  by  the  retiring  Master  on  his  successor." 

The  s]>eciHl  connnittee  to  whom  this  was  referred  reported  a 
rt'solution  in  accordance  with  the  re<!ommendation,  which  was 
referred  to  the  ('ommittee  on  Jurisprudence,  who  recommended 
indefinite  iHwtiJonement.     Adopted. 

The  cash  of  the  Grand  Lfxige  amounts  to  over  $17,000. 

Proper  provision  was  made  for  the  (rentennial  memorial  at  the 
L^rave  of  George  Washington. 

Frank  C.  (ieminl.  Bowling  Green.  (4.  M 
11.  B.  Grant,  Louisville.  G.  Sw^'y. 
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M. ".  W.  •.  Bro.  W.  W.  Clarke,  Past  Grand  Master,  made  the 
Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  our  Proceedings  for  18ft4, 
approvingly  quoting  from  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Pettus, 
and  so  of  most  of  his  decisions.  We  hope  that  the  Grand  Master 
will  re-appoint  our  distinguished  brother,  for  we  want  what  he 
promises  in  the  following: 

"It  was  our  purpose,  almost  to  the  time  of  writing  the  last  line 
of  the  last  review,  to  further  argue  in  our  conclusion  the  doctrine 
of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  one  of  the  few  inter-Grand  Lodge  ques- 
tions remaining  unsettled,  but  the  time  at  our  disposal  before 
Grand  Lodge  convenes  will  not  suffice  to  do  this  as  it  should  be 
done.  A  statement  made  by  the  learned  author  of  the  Report  on 
Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  in  his  review 
of  Kentucky  suggested  a  line  of  discussion  trending  along  the 
legal  principle  involved  in  grants  of  power  and  consequent  limi- 
tations that,  it  is  believed,  is  conclusive  of  this  question ;  and, 
should  it  be  the  desire  of  the  Grand  Master  that  we  write  this 
report  next  year,  and  not  prevented  by  Providence,  this  we  will 
do  in  our  next  report;  provided,  however,  a  better  lawyer  should 
not  relieve  us  of  the  task. " 

On  this  subject  we  have  been  much  exercised,  and  the  argu- 
ments of  learned  men  will  do  much  to  clear  the  difficulties  from 
our  untrained  mind. 

LOUISIANA— 84th  Annual,  February,  1896. 

Lodges,  129 ;  members,  5,753  ;  gain,  71. 

Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges  were  granted,  and  at  this 
Communication  five  were  chartered.  Thus  we  find  Masonry 
"increasing  in  numerical  strength,"  and  the  Grand  Master  says 
that  "harmony  generally  prevails." 

Grand  Master  G.  H.  Packwood  urged  upon  the  Lodges  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Relief  Lodge,  the  oldest  extant  here,  and  which 
lias  done  ver}^  much  to  the  relief  of  distress  and  the  suppression 
and  exposure  of  frauds.  The  report  of  this  body  shows  that  dur- 
ing the  year  twelve  dollars  were  expended  for  Alabama  Masons, 
which  sum,  we  hope,  has  been  returned  to  it  ere  this. 

Grand  Master  took  notice  of  the  disturbed  relations  between 
England  and  our  country,  and  sincerely  hoped  that  the  influence 
of  Masonry  would  be  exerted  in  behalf  of  peace. 


12«  APPENDIX. 

>[nrh  of  the  addreHs  is  devoted  to  the  financial  condition, 
which  is  not  of  the  l^est  <*hara(rter.  but  by  no  uieanR  discouniKing. 

An)ert  (t.  Brice,  New  Orleans.  G.  M. 
Richanl  Laui1)ert'.  New  Orleans,  (t.  Se<?y. 

M.  •.  \V.  .  Bro.  J.  y.  A.  Fellows  a^ain  presented  one  of  his  in- 

iiiitHble  Rei>orts  on  (Ji)iTespondence.  from  which  we  take  the 

•il>erty  of  making  an  extract  or  two  which  strike  us  an  likely  to 

])rove  as  interestinj^  and  instructive  to  onr  brethren  as  they 

l»rove<l  to  ourself. 

Treating  of  the  Wisconsin  proiMisition  for  a  sj^stem  of  organized 
iharity,  we  find  him  saying  : 

"We  mi^ht  as  well  add  here  the  remark  that  'organized 
charity'  is  necessary  and  to  l>e  rei-omniended,  if  it  doea  not  ex- 
clude individual  charity.  But  the  'if*  is  a  great  one.  The  ten- 
(It^ncy  of  the  time  is  to  organize  everything.  Not  the  simplest 
Tiiovement  can  l>t^  inaugurated,  or  the  simplest  act  performed, 
without  first  an  organization  l)e  had.  with  Constitution.  By- 
Laws,  a  full  set  of  officers,  etc.  Even  lioys  and  girls,  to  make 
11])  a  euchre  party,  nmst  have  an  organization.  In  the  work  of 
charity  everything  must  now  Iw  done  by  rule  and  line,  and 
through  officials  in  which  red  t«pe  is  very  abundant.  The  con- 
ference of  charities  is  an  example  of  some  gtxxi,  but  destructive 
(»f  all  true  charity  as  administere<1.  At  a  sj-mpoainin  in  Boston 
hist  summer,  in  which  three  distinguished  clergymen  took  part, 
one  speaking  of  the  past,  another  of  the  present,  and  the  third  of 
tlie  future  problems  which  seriously  demanded  attention,  he 
said,  that  (rharity  was  one  of  the  great  questions  for  the  fntnre. 
whii'h  was  of  difficult  solution.  It  struck  the  writer  that  this 
i'lergyman  had  overlooked  the  teachings  of  his  Master  of  Nazareth 
and  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  Had  he  l)een  a  Freemason,  perhaps 
not  imbued  with  the  idea  of  Bros.  Hedges  and  Bwain,  bnt,  as  is 

•  ver  taught  in  Masonic  Lodges,  he  would  have  known  that  the 

•  {neslion  was  long  since  .solved,  and  htul  l)een  in  full  operation 
for  nearly  two  centuries,  if  n«)t  for  a  much  longer  period  of  time. 
lie  would  have  also  rememlMTed  the  account  of  the  man  who 
fell  among  thieves  on  his  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  and 
that  the  one  affording  relief  did  not  stop  to  in  vestigate  the  man's 
standing  and  report  to  the  conference  of  charities,  nor  pass  by 

11  the  other  side,  barely  looking  upon  the  unfortunate  one,  bnt 
wi-iit  dinx'tly  to  him  and  lK)und  u])  his  wounds,  pouring  in  oil 
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and  wine,  and  put  him  upon  his  own  beast,  and  took  him  to  an 
inn  with  injunction  to  the  landlord  to  take  care  of  him,  and  ad- 
vanced the  means  necessary  for  his  proper  care,  and  guarantee- 
ing the  payment  of  future  expenses;  and  all  this  without  a 
thought  of  calling  upon  any  one  (the  Lodge  of  the  unfortunate) 
for  repayment. 

'  The  defect  in  all  these  organized  charities  is,  that  relief  is 
postponed  till  perhaps  too  late,  and  leads  to  the  habitual  neglect 
of  the  practice  of  charity,  which  when  indulged  in  leaves  the 
man  oblivious  to  charitable  feelings.  While  the  art  of  giving 
creates  a  habit  to  give,  and  makes  one,  unconsciously  as  it  were, 
charitable,  kind  generous,  and  filled  with  brotherly  love  for  his 
kind— makes  him  a  better  man.  As  said  before,  organizations 
of  charity  are  well  enough  if  kept  within  due  bounds,  but  cau- 
tion must  be  taken  that  they  are  not  exclusive,  but  only  to  be  an 
aid  to  the  development  of  the  virtue  in  the  heart,  which  can 
only  be  well  developed  by  a  continuous  exercise  by  the  indi- 
vidual. 

"What  a  contrast  between  the  views  of  those  who  favor  the 
Wisconsin  plan  of  charity  and  relief  with  the  teachings  in  the 
first  degree  !  Take  from  the  Monitor  the  definition  of  brotherly 
love  and  relief,  and  these  are  but  the  outcome  of  charity,  the 
gi-eatest  of  these,  which  includes  the  three  principal  points  of 
Masonr}\  Let  us  take  St.  Paul's  definition  of  charity  and  make 
the  contrast.  Read  the  whole  of  I  Corinthians,  chapter  XIII, 
and  especially  the  following  : 

"  'Though  I  speak  with  tongues  of  men  and  angels  and  have 
not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding  brass  and  a  tinkling 
cymbal  ;  and  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy  and  understand 
all  mysteries  and  all  knowledge,  and  though  I  have  all  faith,  so 
as  to  remove  mountains,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing ; 
and  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  though 
I  give  up  my  body  that  I  may  be  burned  and  have  not  charity,  it 
profiteth  me  nothing. 

"'Charity  suffereth  long  and  is  kind;  charity  envieth  not; 
charity  vaunt eth  not  herself,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth  not  behave 
herself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked, 
maketh  no  account  of  an  injury,  rejoiceth  not  at  an  iniquity, 
but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth ;  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all 
things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things.  Charity  never 
faileth  ;  but  whether  there  are  prophecies,  they  will  come  to  an 
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end  :  whether  tongnes,  they  shall  cease  ;  whether  knowledge,  it 
shall  be  done  away.  *  *  ♦  And  now  abideth  Faith,  Hope. 
Charity,  these  three  :  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  Charity.  * " 

His  views  on  the  saloon  rjuestion  correspond  with  those  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

"On  this  we  have  this  to  say:  Masonic  Lodges  in  Lonisianaiuay 
not  'confer  the  Degrees  of  Masonry  npon  any  one  who  makes  it 
his  business  to  ''sell  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage."  without 
the  fear  of  God  or  of  that  Grand  Lodge.*  The  Freemasons  in 
Lcmisiana  believe  that  there  are  among  the  class  designated  as 
Kood  and  true  men  and  citizens  as  in  other  callings,  and  that  it  is 
left  to  the  good  sense  of  the  Brethren  who  compose  the  Lodge,  as 
it  was  left  by  our  fathers,  the  founders  of  the  Fraternity,  to  cast 
the  black  ball  against  any  unworthy  applicant  for  the  mysteries 
of  Freemasonry.  One  black  ball  is  sufficient  to  reject,  and  it  can 
hardly  be  suppose<l  that  the  entire  membership  of  a  Lodge  is  so 
defective  in  the  sense  of  moral  responsibility  as  to  permit  the  nn- 
worthy  of  any  class  to  enter  its  |)ortals.  Should  such  a  Lodge  be 
found,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  would,  as  quickly  as  the 
(Irand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  cancel  its  Charter.  The  inference  that 
the  Masons  of  Loui.niana  would  elect,  without  any  reference  to 
the  moral  effect  of  'vicious  conduct,'  is  far-fetched,  and  an  un- 
just criticism.  His  comment  on  the  Report  of  a  former  writer 
on  Correspondence,  for  some  years  in  his  grave,  is,  to  this  writer. 
in  Imd  taste,  though,  ns  to  his  actions  and  opinions,  this  commu- 
nity has  not,  and  never  had,  any  sympathy.  But  they  prefer. 
in  charity  to  throw  a  veil  over  his  foibles.'  whatever  they  may 
have  been,  and  not  withhold  from  his  memory'  the  praise  that 
his  virtues  may  have  (*lHime<l  :  'suffer  the  apologies  or  human 
nature  to  plead  in  his  l)ehalf.  Perfection  on  earth  has  never 
l)e(»n  attained  :  the  wisest  as  well  as  the  l>est  of  men  have  erre<l.' " 

( )f  Mexi(*an  Masonry,  we  find  him  saying : 

"We  might  l>e  e.\cuse<l  from  any  remarks  under  that  head. 
ronsidering  what  we  have  written  in  our  previous  reporta.  and 
shall  now  only  state  generally  that  Masonr}',  as  it  at  present 
»>xists,  is  derived  from  tlie  four  <])erhups  five)  Grand  Lodges  that 
«'xiste<l  in  England.  Ireland  and  Scotland  during  the  early  part 
<>f  the  last  century.  The  first  Longe  in  France  was  chartered hy 
the  Grand  Lcnlge  of  England,  alK)ut  17*25,  and  from  that  and 
«»ther  Lodges  chartered  by  that  (rrand  Lodge  in  France,  spring 
nil  there  is.  or  ever  wa.s,  of  legitimate  Masonry  in  France. 
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"Alx)ut  1830,  or  shortly  subsequent,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  established  Lodges  at  the  Hagne,  in  Prussia,  Spain, 
Portugal,  the  East  Indies  and  in  its  Colonies  in  North  America, 
where  none  previously  existed.  From  these  sprang  all  there  is, 
or  ever  was,  of  legitimate  Masonry  on  the  continents  of  Europe 
and  in  America. 

"Not  satisfied,  however,  with  the  simplicity  and  completeness 
of  the  English  Masonry,  some  enterprising  individuals  created 
new  degrees,  consolidated  them  into  various  systems,  termed 
rites— as,  for  instance,  the  Rite  of  Perfection  of  25  degrees,  and, 
to  add  to  the  validity  of  their  creations  to  some  extent,  changed 
the  Rituals  and  teachings  of  the  three  degrees,  taking  from  them 
some  portions  which  they  incorporated  into  their  higher  degrees. 
But  it  must  be  admitted  that,  had  they  understood  the  ground 
work  of  the  Institution,  the  Landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  they 
could  have  legally  done  nothing  to  militate  against  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  three  degrees  into  Grand  Lodges  exclusively,  govern- 
ing the  Fraternity,  and  that  these  Grand  Lodges  had  the  sole 
power  of  creating  new  Lodges,  and  these  Lodges  of  initiating 
the  profane. 

"Hence,  as  a  fundamental  principle,  the  creators  of  these 
higher  ( ?)  degrees,  or  the  possessors  of  them,  had  no  power  to 
make  Masons  in  any  other  way  than  through  the  machinery  of 
Lodges,  formed  legitimately  by  legitimate  Grand  Lodges,  nor  to 
create  Lodges  of  Symbolic  Masonry  or  govern  them.  Last  year 
we  stated  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  acknowledge,  as  legitimate, 
any  Grand  Lodge  which  could  not  'trace  its  genealogy,'  and  in- 
timated that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  show  that  they  were 
first  formed  by  a  convention  of  Lodge  representatives,  they  rep- 
resenting a  majority  of  the  Lodges  in  such  country  or  indepen- 
dent State,  and  that  these  Lodges  derived  their  existence  from  a 
legitimate  source,  to-wit :  legitimate  Grand  Lodges. 

"The  Grand  Lodges  of  Germany,  Northern  Europe  and  all 
errand  Lodges  in  countries  where  the  English  langruage  is  spoken, 
can  trace  their  origin  and  have  shown  their  right  to  exist  under, 
and  in  accordance  with,  the  alx)ve  rules.  We  have  yet  to  see  that 
any  others  can  so  trace  their  descent.  Most  of  the  others  of  this 
class  are  formed  by  Supreme  Councils,  who  never  had  the  right- 
ful power  to  create  Lodges,  or  to  initiate  the  profane.  Such 
Lodges  and  Masons,  seem  to  us,  to  be  irregrular  or  clandestine. 

'  'All  Supreme  Councils  claim  to  be  derived  from  the  Supreme 
C'ouncil  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  it 
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(;lainis  to  be  the  mother  Snpreme  Conncil  of  the  world,  estab- 
lished  in  Charleston.  South  Carolina,  on  the  Slst  of  May.  IHOI. 
The  first  members  (nine  in  number)  of  that  Snpreme  Conncil 
were  Master  Masons,  and  had  received  their  degrees  in  a  regnlar 
Lodge  of  Freemasons,  under  all  the  obligations  and  restrictions 
which  such  a  degree  implies,  and  of  which  we  are  all  familiar  as 
Master  Masons,  they  could  not  aid  in  admitting  into  the  Fra- 
ternity any  profane. 'except  in  a  legally  constituted  Lodge,  which 
Lodge  must  have  possession  of  a  legal  Charter,  emanating  from 
some  Grand  Lodge  empowering  them  to  work  ;  and  they  ironld 
not  convey  to  any  one  upon  whom  they  might  confer  the  3dd  de- 
gree, any  power  beyond  what  they  themselves  possessed :  not 
having  any  power,  all  persons  initiated  by  them  were  clandestine, 
and  all  Lodges  formed  and  composed  of  persons  thus  initiated, 
were  clandestine  Lodges,  and  had  no  power  to  form  a  legitimate 
Grand  Lodge.  Grand  Lodges  thus  formed  cannot  properly  be 
recognized. 

"With  the  creation  of  higher  degrees  we  have  nothing  to  do. 
Those  who  made  them,  or  becmne  possessed  of  them,  bad  the 
right,  so  far  as  concerns  Grand  Lodges,  to  control  them,  and  to 
this  end  to  form  organizations  with  such  powers  and  restrictions 
as  might  to  them  seem  proper.  In  the  United  States  (and  the 
British  Dominions)  these  organizations,  such  as  Chapters  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Mastere  and 
(!*ommanderies  of  Knights  Templar,  have  been  thns  organized 
and  are  governed  by  laws  of  their  own,  Irat  they  in  no  way  in- 
terfere, nor  have  they  ever  attempted  to  interfere  with  the 
affairs  of  Lodges  or  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  so  it  is  now  with  the 
two  Supreme  Councils  of  the  i^id  degree  in  the  United  States. 

*'But  it  seems  to  have  l>een,  and  still  to  l>e.  otherwise  in  other 
countries.  Those  possessed  of  these  higher  degrees  and  in  con- 
trol of  organizations  of  them,  have  assumed  to  have  power  to 
make  Masons  and  to  (Teate  Lodges  of  the  symbolic  degrees,  and 
of  such  are  many  of  the  Grand  Bodies,  claiming  ft)  be  Biaaonic 
and  reciuesting  our  reirognition  as  Ixxlies  of  legitimate  Masonry. 
Re<-ognitioii  by  (4rand  Lodges  of  those  known  to  be  thns  dis- 
(lualitied  cannot  l>e  granted  ;  nor  cau  we  recognize  any  of  these 
foreign  Bodies  claiming  to  be  Mascmiir,  until  they,  aa  we  stated 
last  year,  shall  trace  their  genealogy  and  prove  themBelves  to 
])c  <lescended  from  a  recognized  authority-  namely  from  Orand 
Lodges  legitimately  existing  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing 
rules,  which  we  t*ike  to  be  fundamental. 
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"Bat,  as  remarked  last  year,  the  cry  is  made  that  by  this  rale 
we  destroy  the  anlversality  of  Freemasonry.  We  then  asserted 
that  not  one  twentieth  of  those  claiming  to  be  Masons  in  the 
world  were  other  than  those  speaking  the  English  and  German 
languages." 

MAINE— 77th  Annual,  May,  1896. 

Lodges.  193;  members,  21,953;  gain  144. 

One  Lodge  which  had  been  working  ander  a  dispensation, 
received  a  charter  at  this  commanication,  and  is  so  enumerated 
above. 

Grand  Master  Aagastas  B.  Famham  states  that  ''notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  business  depression  throughont  the 
country  still  continues,  the  various  bodies  in  this  jurisdiction  are 
in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition." 

He  is  ashamed  at  the  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  clothing, 
particularly  when  the  officers  have  to  appear  in  public,  and  the 
Committee  on  Finance  were  directed  to  procure  new  clothing. 

Grand  Master  granted  two  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out 
of  time,  but  when  applications  came  in  to  authorize  the  con- 
ferring of  all  the  degrees  at  the  same  meeting,  it  was  too  much, 
and  he  refused,  thinking  that  "cases  are  very  rare' where  such 
permission  should  be  asked,  and  still  more  where  it  should  be 
granted." 

He  refused  to  allow  the  degrees  to  be  conferred  on  a  candidate 
in  a  district  convention  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge. 

His  address  concludes  with  an  earnest  appeal  to  members  to 
show  forth  their  faith  by  their  works. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  cash  balance  of  |1 6, 068. 67,  of  which 
Grand  Lodge  ordered  $4,141.25  transferred  to  the  Charity  Fund, 
the  amount  of  which  previous  to  this  was  $27,^34. 

A  brother  was  charged  with  un-Masonic  conduct  and  em- 
bezzlement, and  having  fled  from  the  officers  of  the  law,  and 
secreted  himself,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  serve  notice  upon 
him.  the  Grand  Lodge,  upon  a  full  showing  of  these  facts, 
adopted  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  Samuel  H.  Hart  is  guilty  of  gross  un-Masonic 
conduct,  as  set  forth  in  the  charge  and  specifications,  and  that 
said  Samuel  H.  Hart  be  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits 
of  Free  Masonry." 
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In  this  connection  we  find  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Coxreaiwmlence  (the  learne*!  Bro.  M. ".  W.  •.  Joniah  H. 
Dmmmond)  nnder  AlalMiuia,  saying: 

"A  CAse  of  much  importance  was  b<«f ore  the  Grand  LfOdge. 
There  were  two  specifications  in  the  charge,  one  for  falsehocKl. 
and  the  other  for  forfeiting  his  bail  and  ahsc^onding  to  prevent 
l>eing  arrested.  He  was  convicted  by  tlie  Lodge  on  bi>th  speci- 
fications, and  the  Grand  Lodge  sustaineil  YK)th,  holding  in  effect 
that  absconding  to  avoid  arrest  for  (;rime  with  which  he  was 
pnblicly  charged,  is  a  Masonic  offence.  We  are  glad  to  find  such 
a  decision,  which  we  endorse  most  heartily. 

"This  leads  us  to  call  the  attention  of  the  craft  to  the  fact 
that  there  has  been,  and  still  is.  too  great  a  tenderness  for  the 
rights  of  the  individnal  Mason,  when  his  conduct  has  cansed  a 
great  scandal  to  the  fraternity.  We  confess  to  a  decided  change 
of  views  in  one  class  of  cases. 

"A  Mason  commits  a  crime  and  al>sconds  to  parts  unknown: 
the  commission  of  the  crime  and  the  absconding  are  matters  of 
public  notoriety,  to  the  great  scandal  of  Masonry.  In  such 
ciises,  it  has  been  deeme<l  neiressary  to  go  through  the  farce  of 
attempting  to  give  notice  to  the  ac-cused,  though  it  is  well  known 
that  it  i:*  a  farce  and  nothing  else.  The  result  is  that  usually 
two  years,  or  even  more,  pass  liefore  the  Fraternity  auccTeeds  in 
getting  rid  of  a  notorious  offender.  A  recent  ease  («lled  our 
attenticm  to  this  matter,  and  led  us  to  consider  it  more  fully 
than  ever  l)efore,  and  in  conse<iuence  to  change  our  views.  Ah- 
srondiwj  in  the  fucr  nf  u  puhlir  char(/enf  rmni\  i»  in  itwff  tift(  only 
II  Mfifttniie  nffenrr,  hut  fi.  irainr  of  notivc  nf  antf  c/i'i  r</r /or  «iW* 
offencf. 

An  able  committee  has  recentlv  said: 

"The  fact  that  for  the  last  nine  or  ten  months  the  charges 

have  l>een  notorious,  and  that r —  has  neither  come 

forward  to  vindicate  his  honor,  nor  even  to  ask  for  a  suspension 
of  opinion,  but  remains  in  hiding,  shows  that  he  has  forfeited 
Ills  own  self-respect,  and  has  utterly  lost  that  sense  of  honor  and 
p<*rs<>nal  dignity  which  is  inseparable  from  the  vows  of  Masonic 

Knighthood. 

*  *  *  *  *  •  •  * 

"He  has  forfeited  his  Masrmic  rights,  be<*au8e  hehaanotde- 
fende<l  himself  from  the  degrading  charges  so  long  current,  jnrt 
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as  tmly  and  serionsly  as  he  has  violated  his  vows,  if  he  be  guilty 
of  the  charges. 

"Nor  can  it  be  permitted  that  this  man  should  wander  a  fugi- 
tive over  the  earth,  with  any  apparent  sanction  of  his  character 
or  conduct"  by  the  Fraternity.  '*He  must  be  repudiated.  [We 
have  substituted  'by  the  Fraternity'  for  the  name  of  the  Body 
in  which  the  report  was  made.  ] 

''Suicide  is  confession, "has become  a  maxim,  but  absconding 
and  remaining  in  hiding,  in  the  face  of  public  charges  of  crime, 
are  much  more  truly  confession  than  suicide  is. 

"When  a  man  absconds  to  parts  unknown,  he  knows  that  the 
fact  will  become  notorious  and  will  be  accepted  by  the  public  as 
a  confession  of  guilt;  moreover,  he  has  voluntarily  made  it  im- 
possible for  notice  to  reach  him,  and  thereby  has  forfeited  his 
right  to  notice. 

"Of  course,  the  fact  of  the  absconding  should  be  proved  be- 
yond a  reasonable  doubt;  it  should  also  appear  that  a  crime  had 
been  committed  or  a  public  charge  of  the  commission  of  a  crime 
been  made,  or  that  the  absconding  was  of  such  a  character  as  to 
be  in  itself  a  scandal  to  Masonry. 

"Moreover,  we  would  not  have  a  Lodge  act  finally  in  such  a 
case;  the  charges  might  be  filed  in  the  Lodge,  the  testimony 
taken  either  before  the  Lodge  or  by  affidavits,  and  the  matter 
submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  but  we  would  prefer  to  have  the 
matter  presented  directly  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which,  in  the 
plenitude  of  its  power,  can  proceed  in  each  case  as  it  may  deem 
that  justice  alike  to  the  craft  and  to  the  accused  requires. 

"We  desire  to  repeat  that  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama,  that  absconding  is  a  Masonic  offence,  is,  in  our  judg- 
ment, a  correct  exposition  of  the  law,  and  carries  with  it,  in 
principle,  the  sanction  of  the  correctness  of  our  position." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  of  which  Bro.  Drummond  is 
chairman,  presented  a  most  exhaustive  and  able  report  on  the 
proposition  from  Mississippi  regarding  rejected  candidates,  which 
occupied  fourteen  pages,  consequently  too  long  to  be  copied, 
though  we  would  that  every  brother  could  read  it.  We  copy 
from  it,  however,  this  : 

"Your  committee  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  initia- 
tion of  a  rejected  candidate,  before  he  is  relieved  from  the  disa- 
bility iini>08ed  by  the  law  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  he  was 
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rejected,  is  a  violation  of  the  law  binding  iii>on  all  Grand  Lodges, 
precisely  as  the  initiation  of  a  Mason  suspended  or  expelled  in 
another  jurisdiction  would  be 

"Such  is  the  decision  of  many  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  which 
have  enacted  that  no  candidate  rejected  in  one  of  their  Lodges 
and  made  a  Mason  in  another  jurisdic^tion,  without  the  proiier 
consent,  shall  be  recognized  as  a  Mason  by  the  Lodges  or  Masons 
of  their  several  obediences.  Some,  when  such  cases  crome  to 
their  knowledge,  issue  edicts  to  all  the  Masons  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion, denouncing  theimrty  a^a  clandestine  Mason,  and  declaring 
any  Mason  holding  Masonic  communication  with  him  liable  to 
<'xi)ul8ion. 

**Of  course  this  is  denounced  in  the  jurisdictions  in  which  re- 
.ie<;ted  candidates  are  admitted.  They  (*laim  that  th(»e  candi- 
dates are  made  Masons  in  a  regular  Lodge,  and  therefore  are 
entitled  to  recognition  everywhere,  and  that  the  edicts,  to  which 
we  have  referred,  are  in  violation  of  Masonic  law. 

"This  argument  does  lie  in  the  mouth  of  some  of  them,  for 
tlu'y  have  a  law  that  if  a  resident  of  that  jurisdiction  goes  to  an- 
other and  gets  admitted,  he  shall  not  l)e  recognized  as  a  Mason 
without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  in  whoso  jurisdiction  he  resi- 
(UkI,  or.  in  some,  by  the  permission  of  the  Grand  Master. 

"But  the  proi)osition  that  *a  i)er8<.)n  made  a  Mason  in  a  lawful 
Lodge  is  a  regular  Mason,*  has  limitations.  If  the  candidate  was 
absolutely  ineligible,  his  making  is  void:  the  making  heals irreg- 
iilarities,  but  does  not  make  a  Mason  of  one  who  cannot  he 
made  a  Mason.  We  have  no  doubt  that  everywhere  the  admis 
sion  of  an  exi)elle<l  Mason  would  Ik*  held  utterly  void:  in  those 
.iurisdictions  in  which  a  rejected  candidate  is  ineligible,  his  ad- 
mission is  held  to  Iw*  utterly  void,  precisely  as  if  he  had  been  an 
♦expelled  Mason. 

"These  diverse  views  show  more  forcibly  than  any  woTds  of 
onrs  could  show,  the  imminent  danger  of  wide- spreading  diiwen- 
sioii  and  the  consetiuent  necessity  of  the  taking  of  measures  to 
secure  unifonnity  of  legislation  anent  this  subject. 

"It  was  objecte<l  to  the  'Mississippi  proix>sition'  that  it  was  to 
l)r  a  treaty  l>etween  the  Grand  Lcnlges,  and  objectionable  on  that 
account;  while  we  do  not  understand  that  it  was  so  intended,  we 
•Icsire  to  prevent  the  interposition  of  that  objection,  and  there- 
fore desire  it  to  l>e  understoo<l  that  we  suggest  legislation  of  a 
uniform  character  in  the  different  jurisdictions. 
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"In  onr  judgment,  the  basis  should  be  the  recognition  of  the 
disability  of  rejected  candidates  according  to  the  law  of  the  jnris- 
diction  in  which  the  rejection  was  made,  and  the  limitation  of 
that  disability  to  such  reasonable  time  as  will  protect  the  welfare 
of  the  Craft.  " 

"With  that  view,  we  submit  the  annexed  resolutions. 

"JOSIAH  H.  Drummond, 

"Marquis  F.  King, 
"Horace  H.  Burbank, 

"Committee. 

*'liesolvtdy  That  this  Grand  Lodge  is  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  uniform  legislation  by  the  several  Grand  Lodges 
in  relation  to  the  admission  of  rejected  candidates. 

''Resolved,  That  the  effect  of  a  rejection  should  be  limited  to 
five  years,  and  that  during  that  time  the  candidate  should  be  al- 
lowed to  petition  only  to  the  Lodge  which  rejected  him,  or  to 
another  Lodge  with  the  consent  of  that  Lodge,  or  such  consent 
of  officers  and  members  of  that  Lodge  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the  rejection 
occurs. 

'^Remlved,  That  each  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  be  requested  to  present  these  resolutions  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  which  he  is  accredited,  and  request  for  them  fraternal 
consideration. 

"Report  accepted  and  resolutions  adopted." 

From  the  same  committee  we  have: 

"The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Greece,  ask 
leave  to  report: 

"That  that  Grand  Lodge  having  revoked  the  Charters  of  her 
Lodges.  Pythagoras  and  Athena  (Minerva),  no  brethren  hailing 
from  either  of  those  Lodges  should  be  recognized  as  regular  Ma- 
sons, nor  any  Masonic  intercourse  be  had  with  them. 

'  'And,  furthermore,  that  no  credence  whatever  should  be  given 
to  any  document,  purporting  to  be  Masonic  and  emanating  from 
any  self-styled  Masonic  power  in  Greece,  bearing  the  signature 
of  Timoleon  Philimon  as  Grand  Master,  or  of  A.  Brisakis  as 
Grand  Secretary." 

Thiri  is  the  only  thing  we  have  ever  heard  from  Greece. 


i;^  APPENDIX. 

( )f  the  WiscoiiBin  plan  for  L(Klge  relief,  the  committee  nays  in 
part: 

"The  history  of  this  movement  flhows  to  what  an  extent  a 
slif^ht  departure  from  ancient  usage  will  ultimately  carr>'  ub. 
Re-imbnrsement.  under  some  circumstances,  has  been  approved: 
Init  it  has  opened  the  door  to  such  utter  disregard  of  Masonic 
usage  and  duty  that,  after  mature  consideration,  your  committee 
recommend  that  we  return  to  first  principles,  and  abide  there. 

"Ever>'  Master  Mason  knows  that  he  is  under  obligation  to 
relieve  a  distressed  worthy  brother  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  (of 
which  he  is  the  sole  judge),  and  having  done  that,  his  duty  is 
perf(»rmed.  According  to  'the  original  plan  of  Masonry,'  this  is 
Masonic  charity,  so  far  as  relief  of  the  distressed  is  concerned. 
The  duty  is  an  individual  duty,  and  it  is  absolutely  inseparable 
from  the  Masonic  character;  no  power  on  earth  can  relieve  the 
individual  Mason  from  this  obligation:  it  is  not  limited  to  mem- 
bers of  his  own  Lodge,  but  it  extends  to  every  brother  'beneath 
every  clime.'  The  original  plan  never  contemplated  'organized 
charity:'  that  is  *a  plant  of  more  modern  growth:'  just  so  far  as 
it  departs  from  being  merely  an  aid  to  the  individual  Mason  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty,  it  departs  from  *the  original  plan 
of  Masonry.'" 

And  Grand  Lodge  adopted  these  resolutions: 

•  •  HfSftlred,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  (»nnot  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition  of  our  Wisconsin  brethren,  because  it  holds: 

"1.  That  every  Mason  is  under  equal  obligation  to  every 
worthy  brother  to  relieve  his  distress  according  to  his  neceesity 
and  his  own  ability; 

'2.  That  the  sole  claim  of  a  distressed  worthy  brother  for  re- 
lief grows  out  of  his  l)eing  a  Mascm,  and  not  out  of  his  having 
contributed  to  the  funds  of  a  particular  Lodge; 

":<.  That  the  association  of  Masons  in  a  Lodge  in  no  manner 
relieves  them  from  their  individual  obligations,  and  that  when 
t}iey  act  as  a  Lmlge.  their  duty,  and  therefore  that  of  the  Lodge. 
i^  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the  individual  Mason. 

"4.  That  MaKimi(!  relief  is  never  purchased  or  sold,  and. 
therefore,  never  creates  a  debt." 

The  Grand  L(Hlge  of  Maine  is  by  no  means  averse  to  Lodges 
tiaving  (M'casionally  a  little  spread,  even  at  the  expense  of  I^>dge 
t  umls.  if  it  can  1>e  done  "without  infringing  upon  the  savings  of 
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former  years,  or  its  ability  to  relieve  distressed  worthy  breth- 
ren.'' with  which  we  agree. 

Augustus  B.  Famham,  Bangor.  G.  M. 
Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Q.  Secy. 

Having  spent  so  much  time  with  this  interesting  copy  of  Pro- 
ceedings, we  can  tarry  with  Bro.  Drummond  and  his  Report  on 
Correspondence  but  a  little.  Alabama  for  1895  receives  due  no- 
tice, and  perhaps  the  writer  hereof  more  than  he  deserves. 

On  cipher  we  have  said  and  have  seen  nothing  to  induce  us  to 
change  our  views,  though  if  they  are  to  be  tolerated,  then  "the 
/aw  "  should  be  changed.  It  matters  not  to  us  how  easily  others 
may  quiet  their  conscience,  we  are  only  governed  by  our  own, 
nor  do  we  care  how  soon  after  the  establishment  of  "the  law" 
others  may  have  transgressed,  for  this  is  no  excuse  to  us.  We 
yet  believe  that  the  attentive  ear  alone  should  receive  the  sound 
from  the  instructive  tongue  that  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry 
might  find  safe  lodgment  in  faithful  hearts. 

MANITOBA— 21st  Annual,  June,  1896. 

Lodges,  54;  members,  2,413;  increase,  80. 

Grand  Master  Charles  N.  Bell,  speaking  of  the  Order  in  his 
Jurisdiction,  says:  "A  genuine  love  for  our  ancient  Order  I  found 
everj'where . " 

He  granted  a  dispensation  to  a  Lodge  to  continue  work  until 
this  communication,  because,  although  it  had  been  awarded  a 
charter,  not  having  called  for  it  within  the  constitutional  limit, 
it  had  forfeited  it;  also  for  three  new  Lodges,  which  were  char- 
tered. 

Among  his  dispensations,  one-half  were  enabling  Lodges  to 
attend  divine  services  in  regalia,  and  he  thinks  that  there  should 
be  some  general  provision  made  which  would  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  a  dispensation. 

When  the  public  mind  of  the  United  States  was  so  inflamed 
against  Great  Britain  on  the  Monroe  doctrine,  one  of  the  Lodges 
passed  resolutions  of  friendship  and  fraternal  regard  for  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  subordinates  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  Minne- 
sota, under  whose  auspices  early  Masonry  was  planted  in  Mani- 
toba, passed  resolutions  expressive  of  these  feelings,  and  depre- 
cating war,  or  even  ill-feeling,  between  the  two  nations.  These 
were  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  which,  in 
response,  declared,  "Alike  in  peace  and  war  we  are  brethren." 
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He  bronght  to  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  fact  that 
many  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world  have  not  been  recognized  by 
that  of  Manitoba,  and  thought  that  a  special  committee  Hhonld 
1>^  provided  to  consider  this  subject,  that  the  brethren  may  be 
able  to  act  advisedly  when  oc(*asion  should  arise,  and  offers  the 
following  as  his  reasons,  which  are  well-put  and  forcible: 

'  'Again,  if  a  Mason  hailing  from  a  Grand  Lodge  not  formally 
recognized  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  presents  himself  as  a  visitor  at 
one  of  our  Lodges,  has  the  Master  a  right  to  permit  him  to  enter 
after  a  proper  and  satisfactory  examination  has  been  had?  In 
other  words,  if  this  Grand  Lodge  has  not  recognized  by  acme 
official  act  or  statement,  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  this  visitor 
hails,  has  the  Worshipful  Master  of  any  subordinate  Lodge  the 
right  to  decide  for  himself  whether  such  Grand  Lodge  is  a  legiti- 
mate one,  and  that  its  Masons  are  to  be  freely  received  into  onr 
Lodges?  Suppose  that  a  visitor  from  a  Lodge  under  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  France  desires  to  enter  one  of  our  Lodges,  will  this 
( Trand  Lodge  i)ermit  the  Worshipful  Master  of  our  subordinate 
Lodge  to  exercise  his  discretion  as  to  the  admission  of  this 
visitor?  I  am  satisfied  that  the  mass  of  our  brethren  know  little 
of  the  status  of  Grand  Lodges  or  Grand  Orients  in  existence  on 
the  continent  of  Europe  beyond  the  information  conveyed  to 
tlieni  in  our  own  Annual  Rei)orts.  and,  indeed,  while  it  is  not 
expressly  stated  in  connection  with  the  'List  of  Grand  Lodges 
with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  Grand  Secretaries'  pab- 
lished  for  instance  in  our  Annual  Report  of  the  year  before  last. 
tliat  this  Grand  Lodge  by  no  means  guarantees  or  even  admits 
tho  legitimacy  of  the  bodies  included  in  that  list,  I  am  afraid 
1  hat  many  of  our  memlx^rs  might  l>e  misled  into  thinking  that 
wo  do  endorse  the  good  standing  in  the  Masonic  world  of  these 
bodies.  I  notice  in  this  list  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
France,  and  this  (Jrand  Lodge  (certainly  would  never  reoognize 
rliat  lK>dy.  which  ha**  Iwen  officially  repudiated  by  nearl}*  every 
lawful  Grand  Lodge  on  the  face  of  the  glol)e.  This  list  was  not 
insnrteil  in  our  report  of  last  year,  and  I  think  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary acted  very  wisely  in  omitting  it,  though  similar  lists  appear 
in  the  Proceedings  of  many  other  Grand  Lodges/' 

There  are  balances  of  the  several  funds  amounting  to  9800. 

Corlwt  Locke,  Mordeu,  G.  M. 
William  G.  Scott,  WiTinii)eg,  G.  Sec'y. 


APPENDIX.  141 

There  is  only  a  short  special  report  of  Committee  on  Corres- 
pondence on  Grand  Master's  address. 

MARYLAND— 109th  Annual,  November,  1895. 

Lodges,  9o,  members,  6,892;  gain,  271. 

This  Grand  Lodge  holds  two  sessions  during  the  year,  and 
oftener  if  occasion  requires.  Such  was  the  case  when  on  May  7 
the  Grand  Master,  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  assembled  the  officers  of 
Grand  Lodge  to  witness  his  exercise  of  an  almost  obsolete  pre- 
rogative of  making  a  "Mason  at  sight." 

At  the  semi  annual  of  May  14,  business  of  routine  character 
was  transacted  of  little  moment,  save  to  our  brethren  of  Mary- 
land, save  the  action  of  Grand  Lodge  on  a  resolution  previously 
offered  and  referred,  "that  the  laying  of  comer  stones,  unveiling 
statues,  burial  of  the  dead,  etc.,  are  true  Masonic  work,  and 
should  be  performed  while  the  Lodge  is  open  on  the  third 
degree. "  On  this  there  were  two  reports  by  the  Committee,  the 
majority  contending  that  when  appearing  in  public  the  Lodge 
should  be  called  off,  and  the  minority  that  a  Lodge  at  refresh- 
ment could  not  work.  This  latter  was  from  Bro.  E.  T.  Schultz, 
and  is  a  most  carefully  prepared  paper,  and  received  the  approval 
and  endorsement  of  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  of  such  value  that  we 
give  it  to  you  in  full  : 

MINORITY  REPORT. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland : 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  Bro.  Branch,  regarding  public  cere- 
monies, being  unable  to  concur  in  the  conclusions  reached  by 
the  remaining  members  of  the  Committee,  asks  leave  to  present 
the  following  minority  report: 

I  am  unable  to  give  my  assent  to  the  meaning  the  majority 
committee  attach  to  the  word  adjourn ^  used  in  the  forms  for 
ceremonies  on  public  occasions  as  laid  down  by  Oliver,  Preston, 
and  the  Masonic  National  Convention  of  1843. 

The  same  term  appears  in  one  or  more  of  the  forms  in  most  of 
the  old  Ahirman  Rezons  and  Tezt-Books,  and  it  is  also  in  the 
present  regulation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  for  the 
laying  of  foundation  stones,  etc.,  and  reads  as  follows: 

"  'The  Grand  Lodge  being  o^pened  at  a  convenient  place,  and  the 
necessary  directions  and  instructions  given,  it  is  adjourned  (the 
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brethren  being  in  their  proi>er  clothing  and  jewels  and  wearing 
white  gloves),  and  the  procession  moves  in  the  following  order 
<  which  is  that  as  laid  down  in  all  the  Text-Books),  to  the  place 
where  the  f onndation  stone  is  to  he  laid. ' 

"At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies,  'the  i)ro(*«ssion  retnrns 
to  the  place  from  which  it  set  out .  and  the  Grand  Lodge  is 
'IftsffJ.'  I  understand  this  to  mean,  the  Grand  Lodge  mlfofirui*  in 
IH-iH:ai.^ifm  from  the  place  where  it  was  ojK'nvd  to  the  place  where 
the  ceremony  takes  place:  that  it  is  npcn  during  the  entire  per- 
formance of  the  ceremonv,  otherwise  it  could  not  ht'  chtniil  at  the 
conclusion  of  them. 

•'My  x>osition  in  this  regard  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  in 
Coles'  Mar>iand  Ahinnan  Rezons  and  most  of  the  Text-Books 
which  follow  to  some  extent  this  form  in  one  or  more  instances. 
the  following  words  are  used  at  the  conclusion  of  the  cere- 
monies: 'The  Grand  Lodge  again  forms  in  procession,  as  at  first, 
and  returns  to  the  r<.K)m  whrrr  it  ?/vi.s  npcufd,  the  laws  of  the 
( )rder  are  rehearsed,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  is  vht^d  in  ample 
form.' 

"1  am  further  fortified  in  this  iK>sition  by  the  opinions  recently 
received  from  four  among  the  most  eminent  Masonic  jurists  of 
nur  country — Past  Grand  Masters  Drummond.  of  Maine;  Rob- 
l)iiis.  of  Illinois;  Speed,  of  Mississippi,  and  Grand  Secretary 
Singleton,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  all  say  the  word 
tnljuurn,  as  used  in  the  English  regulations,  can  have  no  other 
meaning  than  the  one  I  have  given  to  it. 

i  received,  a  few  months  since,  a  letter  from  the  distinguished 
Masonic  writer.  Bro.  William  J.  Hugan,  in  which  he  says: 
When  the  (irand  Lodge  (England)  assembles  for  a  great  fnnc" 
lion,  as  at  Turo,  to  lav  the  foundation  stone  of  the  Cathedral. 
we  niHwd  in  amplt*  form,  and  then  adjourned  and  went  in  pro- 
cession to  the  site.  When  after  lalK>r  was  over,  with  our  Grand 
Master  we  returned  to  Tnro  Hall  and  c1(M(d  the  Grand  Lodge.' 
■  I'hf  itdlifs  nrr  his.) 

I  have  found  the  term  n^lhd  o//"  only  in  two  Text-Books— 
Mackey's  and  Sickle's  in  both  of  which  it  is  used  once  only  (at 
the  laying  j>f  comer  stont^s).  but  in  neither  of  them,  nor  in  any 
of  the  mnnv  Text-B(M)ks  that  I  have  examined,  is  either  of  the 
terms  tidfotirind  or  rulhd  o//'to  In*  found  in  the  forms  for  fanenU 
occasions. 

Xor  am  I  able  to  concur  in  the  conclusions  of  the  majority 
<<»mniittee  that  *an  open  htdtji   cannot  appear  in  pnblic:  that 
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when  it  goes  forth  even  to  perform  Masonic  labor  it  must  be 
called  off. '  I  not  only  believe  that  an  open  Lod^e  can  appear  in 
public,  but  it  is  improper  for  a  Lodge  to  appear  in  public  other- 
wise than  open. 

**[  can  conceive  of  but  three  states  or  conditions  in  which  it  is 
possible  for  a  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  to 
be — either  open  and  at  labor,  called  off  from  labor  to  refresh- 
ment, or  closed. 

"If  the  Lodge  is  closed,  the  brethren  are  dispersed;  they  are  no 
longer  permitted  to  wear  Masonic  clothing,  nor  are  they  subject 
to  the  orders  of  the  Master  or  Wardens.  They  are  simply  citi- 
zens and  are  permitted  to  follow  their  own  pleasures  or  to 
pursue  their  usual  avocations. 

"If  the  Lodge  is  called  off  from  labor  to  refreshment,  the 
Craft  is  in  charge  of  the  Junior  Warden.  Refreshment  does 
not  mean  simply  eating  and  drinking,  but  rest  and  recreation 
also.  Masonic  labor  ceases  for  the  time  being,  as  our  laboring 
men  and  mechanics  would  say,  they  have  'knocked  off  work. ' 
Surely  no  one  can  believe  that  it  would  be  proper  to  bury  a 
brother  or  to  lay  a  comer  stone  with  Masonic  honors  when  the 
Craft  is  in  either  of  these  conditions.  It  then  follows  that  the 
labors  referred  to  must  be  performed  when  the  Lodge  is  in  that 
condition  when  alone  it  can  do  Masonic  work,  that  is,  when 
open. 

"There  are  two  kinds  of  Masonic  labor — eaotenc  and  exoteric. 
The  first  can  only  be  performed  in  an  open  Lodge,  by  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  initiated.  The  latter  may  be  performed  by 
Masons  in  public,  in  a  Lodge  which  has  been  previously  opened 
esoterically. 

"We  publish  our  transactions,  and  there  is  no  particular  care 
taken  that  the  profane  do  not  read  them ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we 
send  copies  of  them  to  our  public  libraries.  Now,  if  the  profane 
may  read  what  has  been  transacted  in  a  closely-tyled  Master 
Mason's  Lodge,  why  may  they  not  wiinrsHsiich  of  our  ceremonies 
as  are  permitted  to  be  performed  in  public  by  Masons,  in  a 
Lodge  that  has  been  previously  and  privately  opened  f  How  that 
Lodge  was  opened,  and  how  it  will  be  cloned  again,  they  nay  not 
know. 

"If  it  be  not  an  open  Lodge,  why  must  the  Tyler,  with  the 
drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  head  the  procession  ?  Why  are  the 
Brethren  clothed  as  Masons,  the  Master  and  all  his  otdcers  in- 
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vested  with  their  jewels  of  office  ?  the  Master  also  with  the 
Kavel.  the  emblem  of  his  authority,  in  his  hand  If  the  Wardens 
carrying  their  colnmns,  the  Deacons  and  Stewards  their  wandis  ? 
Why  mnst  the  Three  Great  Lights,  as  well  as  the  Three  Leeeer 
Lights,  be  borne  in  the  procression  ?  (Some  jarisdictions  requir- 
ing the  presence  of  the  Charter  also. )  And  why,  if  the  Grand 
Master  be  present,  although  it  be  only  a  Subordinate  Lodge. 
must  the  Book  of  Constitutions  be  borne  before  him,  and  the 
Sword  Bearer  follow  him  t  Why,  I  repeat,  must  all  this  for- 
mality be  observed,  if  it  l>e  not  an  op(n  l/nhji'  of  Masons  y^ny 
forth  topnform  Masonic  labar  f 

"As  I  regarded  the  subject  embrac^ed  in  the  resolution  of  Bro. 
Branch  to  be  one  of  great  importance,  I  devoted  much  time  and 
labor  to  an  examination  of  the  law  as  well  as  the  usage  of  onr 
own  and  other  Jurisdictions  referring  thereto,  and  I  herewith 
respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the  result  of  such 
investigation. 

'  'The  only  official  action  that  I  can  find  on  our  Grand  Lodge 
records  upon  the  subjei't  is  the  deirision  of  Grand  Master  Tj'son. 
rendered  at  the  1885  (November)  Communication,  and  which  is 
as  follows : 

"  'That  the  Masonic  funeral  ceremonies  is  Masonic  irfprl\  and 
this  is  the  chief  reason  why  none  but  Masons  should  participate 
therein.  The  Lodge  should  not  be  culled  off.  It  remains  open 
until  the  members  return  to  the  Lodge-room  and  the  Lodge  has 
l>een  closed. '    (Italics  are  his. ) 

"Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  (Bros.  James 
W.  Bowers,  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas  and  William  Cunningham)  this  as 
well  as  the  other  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master,  made  at  the  time, 
were  held  by  the  Grand  Lodge  'to  l)e  in  a(*cordance  with  Maaonic 
law  and  usage.*  This  a<^tion  has  not  been  reversed,  and  is  there- 
fore the  present  law  upon  the  subje(*t:  and  Bro.  Branches  reso- 
lution, HO  far  at  least  as  it  refers  to  Masonic  funerals,  is  in  har- 
mony therewith. 

'  The  resolution  is  also  in  harmony  with  the  usages  and  ens- 
toiiiH  of  the  fnitemity.  in  this  Jurisdiction,  from  the  earliest 
time  to  within  a  comparatively  recent  period,  upon  other  as  well 
as  funt'nil  occasions,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extracts 
from  the  records: 

"In  the  oldest  existing  Lodge  records  in  our  Jurisdiction,  thcwe 
<»f  tlie  old  Leonardtown  Lo<lge.  we  find  the  following: 

'  'St.  John's  Day,  June  25th,  1759.     At  half  past  two,  the 
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members  went  from  the  Lodge  room,  withmU  closing  Hie  Lodge, 
to  the  Court  House,  in  the  following  order  (the  form  of  pro- 
cession being  the  same  as  it  is  now),  when,  after  hearing  a  polite, 
accurate  and  most  edifying  discourse,  delivered  by  our  Rev. 
Bro.  John  McPherson,  we  returned  to  the  Lodge  room  in  the 
same  order,  etc.,  etc.' 

"In  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  under  date  St.  John's 
Day,  June  24, 1795,  is  recorded  the  following: 

"  'The  Grand  Lodge  opened  in  the  First  Degree  and  proceeded 
to  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  after  divine  service  returned  to  Mr. 
Bry den's  Tavern,  when  it  was  closed. ' 

"St.  John's  Day,  June  24,  1796:  *An  Entered  Apprentice 
Lodge  was  opened,  when  a  procession  was  formed  and  marched 
to  Christ  Church,  where  divine  service  was  performed  by  Grand 
Chaplain  Isaac  Foster;  from  there  proceeded  to  Washing^ton 
Lodge,  No.  3  (Fell's  Point),  where  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed.' 
Similar  language  is  used  on  many  subsequent  St.  John's  Day 
celebrations. 

"There  are, unfortunately,  very  meager  accounts  on  our  records 
of  many  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  processions  of 
the  Craft  in  our  Jurisdiction,  but  in  those  we  have  I  find  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  was  always  opened  (or  met  as  per  adjourned); 
formed  a  procession,  performed  the  duties  for  which  it  assem- 
bled, returned  to  the  hall,  and  was  closed.  As,  for  instance, 
under  June  2,  18t54,  is  recorded  the  following:  *The  Grand 
Lodge  met  accoi*ding  to  adjournment,  formed  in  procession  and 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  deceased,  Grand  Master  John  D. 
Readel,  and  accompanied  the  remains  to  Greenmount  Cemetery, 
where  they  were  interred  with  the  highest  Masonic  honors. 
The  Grand  Lodge  then  returned  to  the  hall,  and  was  closed  by 
the  Grand  Master. ' 

"And  under  date  March  10,  1857,  we  read:  'The  Grand  Lodge 
was  itpcmd  in  ample  form  (Grand  Master  McKenny  presiding), and 
marched  in  regular  Masonic  order  to  join  the  procession  in  honor 
of  Bro.  Elisha  Kent  Kane.  Upon  returning  to  the  hall  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  called  off  until  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  hour 
it  resumed  labor,  and  after  adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  draft  resolutions  in  honor  of  the  distinguished 
Brother,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed' 

"At  the  laying  of  the  cx)mer  stone  of  this  Temple,  November 
20,  1866,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  on  the  ground,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  assembled  multitude^  ctccording  to  a  printed  form  disMb- 
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nfrd  among  the  mnlumu.  The  same  printed  form  waA  used  at  the 
laying  of  the  corner  Htones  of  several  Masonic  halls  and  churches 
in  various  parts  of  the  State;  also  at  the  lajdng  of  the  comer 
stone  of  the  City  Hall.  October  17,  1807,  and  the  new  Post  Office 
in  this  city,  November  21,  1882. 

*  'While  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  re<rommend  such  a 
practice,  I  cite  it  merely  to  show  that  at  the  times  mentioned 
the  idea  nmst  have  prevailed  that  the  laying  of  comer  stones 
was  3fiUionic  lnb(}r  and  must  l)e  performed  in  o/x'/i  Ltjilyt. 

"There  is  no  mention  on  the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
written  or  printed,  of  its  having  either  adjonmed  or  called  off  on 
any  occasion,  when  it  api)eared  in  public,  from  its  organization 
until  May  81,  1871.  on  which  date  the  Grand  Lodge  laid  the 
comer  stone  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asvlum  at  Frederick,  the 
record  of,  which  reads:  *The  (^rand  Lo<lge  met  at  the  Court 
House,  opened  and  then  called  off,  fonne<l  a  procession,  etc., 
returned,  resumed  labor,  and  was  then  closed. ' 

"The  next  occasion  on  which  the  term  was  used  was  that  of 
tlie  funeral  of  Past  Master  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Manrh  in, 
isTli.  Grand  Master  Latrol)e.  who  officiated  ui)on  the  occasion. 
iH'ing  dissatisfied  with  the  form  for  funerals  then  in  use,  prepared 
one  himself  and  used  it  on  the  occasion.  This  meeting  with 
j^rueral  approval,  he  ha<l  it  ]mblished.  and  directed  that  it  nhonld 
)m>  used  on  funeral  occasions  })y  the  (i^rand  Lo<lge  and  iti)  snbor~ 
dinates. 

"This  form,  a  copy  of  whi(^h  is  now  lK)fore  me,  presiTilies  that 
the  Lodge  shall  be  oprnfd  in  the  Master's  Ihyire,  in  which  con- 
dition the  entire  proi^eeilings  are  conducted,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which  the  Lodge  returns  to  the  Imll  and  is  rlontd. 

"But  notwithstanding  this  order  of  Grand  Master  Latrobe  in 
isTo,  and  the  npin-ond  decision  of  Grand  Master  Tyson,  in  1885, 
the  (-rnmd  Ltxlge.  as  well  as  some  of  its  sul>ordinateH.  have  since 
been  in  the  habit  of  (railing  off  on  funeral  occasions,  while  some 
of  the  older  Lcnlijes  (»f  our  State  -some  of  them  nearly  one 
linndred  years  old— never  haveivr///*/  ojf" on  any  cnrcasion. 

"This  exhibits  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  our  Jurisdiction  uiion  a 
most  important  usjige  which,  I  ri*si>ectfully  submit,  should  not 
longer  })e  permittetl  to  exist. 

"l  find  that  the  proposed  res<ilnti(m  is  also  in  full  accord  with 
tlie  practice  of  nearly  all  the  English  si>eaking  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  world.  I  have  examined  the  publi8he<l  proceedings  of  all  of 
them  for  several  years,  and  among  nearly  txco  hundred  accounts 
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of  the  laying  of  comer  stones,  funerals,  dedications  of  halls  in 
public,  St.  John's  Day  celebrations,  etc. ,  that  I  have  seen,  I  have 
not  found  more  than  four  or  five  Jurisdictions  in  which  either  of 
the  terms  called  off  or  adjourn  is  used.  The  language  almost 
universally  used  being  as  follows:  'Grand  Lodge  opetied  in  the  En- 
tered Apprentice  (or  Master  Mason's)  Degree  (invariably  in  the 
Master's  Degree  on  funeral  occasions).  The  Grand  Master  stated 
the  object  of  the  special  communication,  when  the  Grand  Mar- 
shal was  ordered  to  form  the  procession,  which  then  moved  to 
the  place  where  the  ceremonies  were  to  be  performed,  and,  at 
the  conclusion  thereof,  returned  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
closed. 

''Believing  that  the  doctrine  annunciated  in  the  resolutions  of 
Bro.  Branch  is  not  only  in  harmony  with  the  usage  and  custom 
of  the  fraternity  for  the  first  one  hundred  years  of  its  existence 
in  the  State,  but  that  it  is  also  in  accord  with  the  present  prac- 
tice of  the  greater  part  of  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world,  I 
respectfully  recommend  its  adoption. 

"Fraternally  submitted, 

'•Edward  T.  Schultz, 

"Minority  Committee." 

The  annual  communication  was  held  in  November,  Grand 
Master  Shryock  presiding.  He  announced  to  Grand  Lodge  that 
he  had  felt  compelled  to  exercise  his  prerogative  of  discipline 
where  a  lodge  had  elected  for  the  degrees,  "one  who  had  been 
expelled  from  a  legislative  body,"  for  malfeasance  in  office,  and 
"whose  disgrace  was  a  matter  of  public  record,  and,  in  fact,  of 
public  notoriety."  The  Grand  Lodge  heartily  endorsed  his 
words  and  actions,  and  recommended  that  they  be  read  to  all  the 
Lodges. 

Grand  Lodge  made  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  renew  the 
monument  over  a  Past  Grand  Master,  the  elements  having 
destroyed  the  old  one. 

We  find  in  these  proceedings  a  record  of  "active  members  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  twenty -five  years  or  more,"  and  they  num- 
ber but  64. 

Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Baltimore,  G.  M. 
Jacob  H.  Medairy,  Baltimore,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  is  of  course,  presented  by  Bro. 
E.  T.  Schultz,  and  is  such  as  he  always  does  prepare,  instructive 
and   betokening   the  scholar  and  thoroughly  imbued  Mason. 
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Alabauia   for    1895   rweives  kindnotice.    We  are  ninch  g^niti- 

fiod  to  find  him  with  uh  on  the  cipher  question,  and  we  only  say 

that  we  leave  others  to  reply  to  his  question  to  me  there  anent. 

We  copy  what  he  forcibly  says  on  "Perpetual  Jurisdiction:" 

"The  lawful  Masonic  acts  of  a  duly  warranted  and  regularly 
constituted  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  are  those  of  the  entire  frti- 
^  rmfy  wheresoever  dispersed.  Hence,  when  it  makes  a  Mason, 
that  Mason  at  once  becomes  a  member  of  the  tniiitraal  Cmft  and 
is  so  held  and  regarded.  Likewise,  when  a  lawful  Lodge  has, 
after  due  trial,  pronounced  one  of  its  members  no  longer  worthy 
of  membership  in  this  universal  Fraternity,  that  sentence  is 
everywhere  respected .  No  one  has  ever  heard  of  a  true  Mason 
or  lawful  Lodge  that  would  knowingly  affiliate  with  or  hold 
converse  ui>on  the  subject  of  Masonry-  with  a  Brother  upon 
whom  a  sentence  of  expulsion  from  the  rights  of  the  fraternity 
has  been  passed  by  a  regular  Lodge  of  Masons. 

•"This  being  admitted,  we  wish  to  know  why,  when  a  party 
has  applied  to  the  same  legally  (*onstituted  Lodge  for  admission, 
into  the  C^aft  universal,  and  it.  as  the  duly  accredited  agent  of 
said  universal  Craft  has,  after  due  investigation,  pronounced 
said  petitioner  unworthy  to  l)e  received  as  a  memlier  thereof 
why,  we  repeat,  is  not  its  utterance  in  this  regard  to  be  equally 
respected  by  the  Craft  everywhere? 

"For  whether  there  Ik?  one  black  ImiII  or  a  dozen,  when  the 
Master  dec^lares  the  petitioner  duly  rejeirted,  the  act  Inn^mes 
that  of  the  Lodge;  indeed,  it  is  the  act  of  the  entire  Craft, 
through  its  duly  accredited  agent,  the  Lodge:  and.  iu  the  opin- 
ion of  your  Committee,  no  Lodge  or  Grand  Lodge  can  right- 
full  y  confer  the  degrees  up(m  said  iH»titioner  without  first 
olttaining  the  constant  of  this,  the  accre<lited  agent  of  the  Craft." 

MASSACHUSETTS    U\2\)  Anni'AI.,  Di-xikmukk,  1895, 

L<Mlges.  2:M;  mciiil)erK,  •J.").tH:J;  gain,  1.210. 

At  the  Si>e(rial  (%»mmunication  to  assist  in  celebrating  the  one 
}inndn'<Uh  annivi»rsjiry  of  one  of  the  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction, 
ill  an  historical  address  made  on  the  (X'casion,  in  reply  to  the  in- 
([iiiry.  "What  is  Masrmry  v"  the  orator  said: 

"Answering  to  instinctive,  uplifting  yearnings  of  hamanity,  it 
is  rather  a  great  (charitable  lirotherhood  -charitable  in  thebroad- 
f'st  and  fullest  sens(\  a  brotherho<Ml  of  men,  a  patron  of,  a  pattern 
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for,  all  the  fraternal  associations  for  good  yet  devised.  Without 
claiming  to  be  a  religions  system,  it  is  ever  ready  to  join  the 
g^nd  chorus  that  saith  unto  Zion,  'Thy  God  reigneth;'  and  if  it 
has  certain  peculiar  requirements,  ceremonies,  and  forms  of  rec- 
ognition, these  can  certainly  be  pardoned  in  view  of  what  it  has 
wrought  for  our  race. " 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  June  18th,  a  handsome 
donation  of  $5, 000  was  made  to  Grand  Lodge  by  Bro.  John  H. 
Collamore  as  a  basis  for  a  charity  fund,  which  he  proposed  to 
create,  and  at  that  of  September  11th  a  like  amount  was  further 
contributed  by  him  to  the  same  fund. 

On  the  27th  of  August  a  Si)ecial  Communication  of  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  to  participate  in  the  rejoicings  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Knights  Templar  held  on  that 
day.  Yet,  on  September  11th,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  to- 
gether to  receive  the  sad  tidings  of  the  partial  destruction  of 
their  handsome  Temple,  and  at  the  Quarterly  of  December  11th, 
1895,  though  meeting  in  the  same  hall.  Grand  Master  E.  B. 
Holmes  said:  "It  is  probable  a  farewell  meeting  in  this  Hall, 
which  is  made  sacred  to  us  by  so  many  recollections  of  the  past." 
It  was  decided  to  sell  and  build  a  finer  and  more  recent  Temple 
elsewhere. 

Nevertheless,  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  seem  not  to  have 
lost  heart,  for  we  find  the  Grand  Master  saying: 

"In  the  midst  of  the  duties  and  sorrows  of  the  year,  the  spirit 
of  charity  has  been  active  among  us.  Bro.  John  H.  Collamore 
has  given  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  sum  of  $15,000,  to  establish  a 
fund  for  charitable  purposes  and  to  be  called  the  'John  H.  Col- 
lamore Fund."  The  Lodge  of  St.  Andrew  has  given  $1,000,  to 
establish  the  'Lodge  of  St.  Andrew  Charity  Fund,"  the  income 
to  be  devoted  to  the  charities  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  with 
grateful  hearts  that  we  acknowledge  the  generosity  of  our  breth- 
ren, and  we  hope  their  example  will  be  an  incentive  to  others  to 
contribute  to  the  Masonic  Education  and  Charity  Trust,  so  that 
ultimately  this  Grand  Body  may  be  able  to  meet  every  worthy 
appeal." 

The  Lodge  of  St.  Andrew  evidently  does  more  than  some  of 
our  Lodges  in  requiring  of  its  members  dues  that  will  meet  its 
expenses  and  still  leave  something  for  sweet  charity. 

Grand  Lodge  donated  $5,000  to  the  "Masonic  Education  and 
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Charity  Tnist,"  and  $50()  for  the  use  of  the  "Committee  on 
Charity." 

Edwin  B.  Holmes,  Boston,  G.  M. 
S.  D.  Nickerson,  Boston.  G-  Sec'y. 

Upon  closing  the  business,  Grand  Lodge  was  called  to  the  re- 
freshment of  the  Grand  feast,  always  enjoyable. 

MICHIGAN— 42nd  Annual,  June,  1898. 

Lodges,  381;  members,  87,70(1;  gain,  J)93. 

There  were  Dispensations  for  four  new  Lodges,  and  four  re- 
ceived Charters. 

The  news  contained  in  the  following  from  the  Address  of 
(4  mud  Master  E.  L.  Bowring  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the 
brethren  at  large  as  to  those  of  that  jurisdiction: 

*  The  steady  growth  in  our  membership,  the  zeal  and  generous 
rivalry  displayed  by  the  officers  and  brethren  of  the  constituent 
Tjtxlges,  in  striving  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  our  institu- 
tion, the  increased  proficiency  of  the  officers  of  Lodges  in  render- 
ing the  work  of  Masonry,  the  building  of  new  temples,  and  the 
(le(>ided  improvement  made  in  the  preparation  and  adornment  of 
Lodge  rooms,  and.  above  all,  that  so  few  of  our  meml)er»  have 
])een  removed  from  earth  and  earthly  scenes  during  the  past 
yt'ar;  these  are  all  causes  for  mutual  congratulation  and  thanks- 
giving as  we  meet  once  more  in  our  Annual  Communication." 

We  also  extract  from  his  decisions,  the  first  which  covers  al- 
most the  whole  ground  of  disability,  yet  there  will  be  fonnd 
s(  >iiie  Master  to  suggest  some  other  yet  unheard-of  imperfection. 
doubtless: 

"  The  following  physical  imi)erfections  di8<iualify  a  person  from 
receiving  the  degrees  of  Masonr>'.  viz: 

"1.  One  afflicted  with  paralysis  in  his  limbs,  and  who  re. 
I  pi  ires  the  assistance  of  another  person  to  enable  him  to  walk. 

"One  whose  leg  is  withered,  causing  him  to  limp  and  reqnire 
the  use  of  a  cane  in  walking. 

' '( )ne  who  has  lost  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand. 

'  •(  )ne  who  has  lost  the  third  and  fourth  fingers  or  a  portion  of 
his  right  hand. 

"One  with  a  cork  leg  and  foot. 

'One  who  is  crippleil  by  reasim  of  his  foot  \mng  crooked,  and 
IS  conipelleil  t^  walk  on  the  side  of  his  foot." 
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A  reasonable  anxiety  is  displayed  by  him  as  to  the  fntnre  of 
what  is  termed  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home,  the  outcome  of  the 
zeal  and  perseverance  of  our  good  brethren  of  Grand  Rapids.  It 
has  abont  thirty  inmates,  and  at  times  during  the  year  the  fear 
of  being  obliged  to  close  it  created  fearful  apprehensions.  This, 
however,  was  avoided  by  the  more  generous  of  the  Fraternity 
coming  to  its  help  in  its  hour  of  need .  To  effect  this  an  appeal 
was  made  by  Grand  Master  and  the  Committee  of  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  Home.  But  the  result  was  such  as  to  induce  the  com- 
mittee in  its  report  to  say : 

"Your  committee,  from  its  experience  and  efforts  during  the 
past  year  to  maintain  the  Masonic  Home,  are  fully  satisfied  that 
it  cannot  be  properly  sustained  during  another  year  by  voluntary 
subscriptions  in  response  to  appeals  either  by  the  Grand  Master, 
Grand  Lodge,  or  through  any  committee  that  may  be  api)ointed 
for  that  purpose. " 

This  opinion  was  frequently  expressed*  by  us,  though  advoca- 
ting a  Home,  when  we  cautioned  our  brethren  to  "look  well  be- 
fore they  leaped. " 

A  proposition  was  made  by  the  brethren  of  Grand  Rapids  to 
turn  this  property  over  to  Grand  Lodge  free  of  any  incumbrance, 
but  this  was  declined  by  this  body  emphatically.  Sundry  prop- 
ositions providing  for  funds  for  the  future  of  the  Home  were 
offered,  but,  though  reported  on  favorably,  were  rejected. 

Grand  Secretary  J.  S.  CJonover  was  so  elated  at  the  good  be- 
havior of  the  several  secretaries  and  their  promptness  that  he 
became  inspired,  and.  mounting  his  Pegasus,  made  his  report  in 
rhyme.  A  specimen  we  give  to  show  his  estimate  of  the  good 
boys: 

"That  ought  to  go  to   'ritin  school  an'  improve  their  hands 

a  bit. 
Till  you  wouldn't  think,  to  see  their  work,  'twas  by  a  lawyer 

'rit. 
But  come  to  take  'em  all  in  all.  I'll  challenge  any  State, 
To  show  a  lot  of  Secretaries  nearer  up  to  date. 

'Most  all  of  the  four  hundred  are  a  splendid  lot  of  boys; 
They  do  their  work  'right  up  to  snuff'  altho'  they  make  no 

noise; 
And  all  but  one  made  out  returns,  'an  mostly  in  good  time; 
May  they  live  long,  and  finally  up  Jacob's  ladder  climb." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  received  full  recognition, 
and  an  invitation  for  exchange  of  Representatives. 
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The  proposition  for  ceiiteuuial  sendees  at  the  tomb  of  George 
Washington  was  favorably  considered,  and  the  committee  pro- 
vided. 

John  J.  Carton.  Flint,  G.  M. 

J.  S.  Conover.  Coldwater,  G.  Secy. 

This  latter  made  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  as  is  custom- 
ary in  Michigan,  and  hastily  notices  the  Proceedings  as  they 
i'oiiie.  Alabama  being  there.  The  rei>ort  is  said  to  have  been 
"V>oiled  down  and  run  through  Conover's  condenser." 

« 

MINNESOTA— 481)  Annual,  January.  189C. 

• 

L(Klges,  3()2  ;  members,  15.065  :  gain,  487. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  three  new  Lodges,  which  were 
<l<*oiiied  worthy  of  Charters  at  this  Communication. 

(irand  Master  Calvin  L.  Brown,  while  granting  these  Dis- 
pensations, refused  others,  because,  ui>on  in(|uiry,  he  found  that 
t  he  Itx'ation  or  other  circumstances  would  not  warrant  the  ex- 
ertise  of  this  discretionary*  power.  Indeed,  he  recommends  that 
some  provision  for  cxmsolidation  of  Lo<lges  be  made,  that  in  lien 
of  many  weak  there  might  exist  fewer  but  strong  ones. 

In  reference  to  the  effect  of  restoration  of  one  suspended  or 
expelled,  by  judgment  of  Grand  Lodge,  on  appeal  Grand 
Master  decided  that  this  restored  him  to  membership  in  his 
Lodge  in 'the  following  words,  which  was  endorsed  by  Grand 
liodge : 

"Answer. — Yes.  Rule  1:2  of  the  old  trial  Code,  which  pro- 
viiled  to  the  contrary,  was  repealed  by  the  adoption  of  the  new 
(/(Mle  in  18S7.  A  reversal  bj'  the  Grand  Lodge  now  has  the 
ett'ect  of  restoring  a  suspendtnl  or  exi)elled  member  to  all  his 
ri;;htH  in  the  Lodge  which  suspended  or  expelled  him.  Under 
t lie  Grand  Lodge  Constitution,  a  restoration  to  all  rights  and 
]nivi leges  of  Masonry  does  not  restore  to  membership  in  thesab- 
onlinate  Lixlge  :  but  when  on  ap])eal,  the  Grand  Lodge  reversee 
t  lie  iu^tion  and  judgment  of  the  .snl)onlinate  Lodge,  such  mem- 
l»rship  is  restored." 

There  seems  to  liave  l)een  some  * 'Masonic  begging"  by  circnlar 
Ntt«'rs,  which  receivwl  from  him  severe  condenmation,  and  also 
1  Torn  the  (irand  Lo<lge.  He  is  equally  severe  in  aUnsion  to 
e I eetioneering  for  office,  wliich  nmst  have  pro<*eeded  far.  when 
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the  Grand  Master  will  use  such  language  as  the  following  in  re. 
lation  to  it.  This  also  met  with  condemnation  from  Grand 
Lodge: 

"When  we  hear  of  snch  a  thing  as  a  canons  being  held  in  a 
room  adjacent  to  this  one,  it  is  time  for  ns  to  pause  and  inquire, 
Whence  are  we  drifting  V  When,  the  moment  the  Grand  Lodge 
is  at  refreshment,  or  even  informally  at  rest,  the  work  of  elec- 
tioneering for  office  begins,  and  is  continued  until  order  is 
called,  it  is  very  proper  that  we  call  to  those  thus  engaged  to  be- 
gone with  their  solicitations  and  suggestions.*' 

There  are  more  than  $17,000  in  the  fund  for  Widows  and 
Orphans. 

Thus  far  we  have  reviewed  but  the  proceedings  of  three  Grand 
Lodges,  and  yet  have  been  confronted  twice  by  actions  such  as 
follow.     Whither,  oh!  whither,  are  we  drifting  V 

**Besolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  views  with  disapprobation 
the  growing  evil  of  giving  publicity  to  the  transactions  of  Ma- 
sonic bodies  and  the  business  of  the  Fraternity  through  the 
medium  of  the  public  press,  and  condemns  the  same  as  absolutely 
unmasonic." 

Adopted. 

James  F.  Lawless,  St.  Paul,  G.  M. 
Thos.  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro.  Irving  Todd  again  made  the  Report  on  Corresi)ondence 
in  a  very  condensed,  yet  pleasant,  manner.  Alabama  for  1894 
receives  due  attention. 

We  were  much  pleased  with  the  social  gathering  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Veterans'  Association ;  meetings  like  these  keep  alive  the 
love  of  the  Order,  and  may  yet  lead  to  a  cultivation  of  the  social 
feature  in  Lodges. 

MISSISSIPPI— 78th  Annual,  February,  1896. 

Lodges,  269  ;  members,  8,891  ;  gain,  52. 

There  were  Dispensation,  for  two  new  Lodges  issued,  and  to 
one  of  these  a  Charter  was  granted. 

Grand  Master  J.  T.  Harrison  speaks  of  the  Craft  as  "prosper- 
ing," and  says  that  "our  increase  is  from  the  best  element  of  the 
comni  on  wealth .  * ' 
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The  Grand  Manter  wafi  Homewhat  at  a  loss  to  constrae  the 
rule  as  to  liquor  sellers,  and  the  si>ecial  committee,  to  whom  the 
matter  was  referred,  say:  "Yonr  committee  believe  the  rule  was 
intended  to  exclude,  and  does  exclude,  all  persons  engaged  in 
s«'lliu|?  liquor,  either  by  wholesale  or  retail."  Thus  settling 
tlu*  question  and  favoring  none. 

A  large  part  of  this  pamphlet  is  occupied  by  the  Reports  of 
t)ie  Committee  on  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  which  is  of  infinite 
interest  to  the  Masonic  student.  The  variety  of  the  (juestions 
Mil)mitted  and  the  careful  and  elalK)rate  arguments  by  which 
t  lu' itpinions  are  sustained,  if  (continued  for  a  very  short  time. 
must  present  a  volume  of  great  interest  to  our  brethren  of  Mis- 
sissippi. The  committee,  however,  feel  some  apprehension  that 
this  method  of  a  permanent  committee  to  whom  all  these  ques- 
tions are  addressed  and  not  to  Grand  Master,  may  lead  to  8i>me- 
tliinglike  a  fundamental  change  in  the  structure  of  the  Order, 
and  i)erhaps  Ik*  productive  of  evil.  On  this  subject,  the  com- 
mittee use  this  language  : 

"The  two  great  dangers  which  threaten  the  Masonic  in- 
stitution to-day  are  the  introduction  of  candidates  who 
are  not  tit  material  for  the  building  of  the  Temple, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of 
th<' numenms  modem  societies  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  Of 
th*^  first  we  neeti  not  sjieak.  for  it  must  be  apparent  to  fvery 
thinking  Mason,  but  the  latter  is  not  so  api>arent.  and  therefore 
t  iie  more  insidious  and  dangerous.  It  is  useless  to  take  refuge 
l>f^hind  a  shield  emblazoue<l  with  the  legend  that  Masonic  prin- 
f'iplt'H  are  nnchangealile,  if  we  do  not  guanl  the  approaches  to 
that  shield  w)  that  it  may  not  lie  pierced  by  the  iK)isoned  arrows 
of  mfMlern  ideas.  Already  there  is  l>eing  advocated  in  certain 
Masonic  journals  of  wide  circulation  and  influence,  that  there 
siiould  be  a  per  cai)ita  representation  in  Grand  Lodge,  proper- 
tiont'd  to  the  number  of  memlmrs  in  each  Lodge,  and  it  is  pro- 
|M)s«*d  to  deprive  Past  Masters  and  Pju^t  Grand  Officers  of  a  vote 
ill  tlu*  (iniud  L<Mlge.  and  there  is  no  telling  where  the  work  of 
innovating  and  inii)roving  Masonry  is  to  end.  A  'Supreme  Tri- 
iMinal*  has  In'en  created  by  (me  of  the  largest  and  most  flonrish- 
iii;r  of  the  modern  s<M'ieties.  and  the  suggestion  mhy  quickly  fol- 
ln\v  that  wf  too  should  have  onr  Supreme  Court  of  last  resort. 
']  li*>  nucleus  of  the  idea  is  all  that  is  ne(*essary  for  some  enter- 
]iT-ising  Hrother  to  grasp  and  the  assjmit  u^Km  the  **old  and  obmo- 
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lete"  ways  of  Masonry  will  be  begtin.  Is  there  not  a  danger 
more  real  than  imaginary,  that  some  day  not  far  distant,  the 
Law  and  Jurisprudence  Committee  may  develop  into  the  Masonic 
High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals?  Once  the  spirit  of  innova- 
tion enters  into  our  ranks  there  is  no  predicting  where  it  will  end 
its  work  of  demolition.  It  will  be  useless  to  argue  against  it,  that 
there  is  no  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  the  principle  in  Ma- 
sonry that  every  Mason  has  an  inalienable  right  to  carry  any 
cause  of  grievance  against  his  Lodge  by  appeal  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  that  the  Lodge  is  bound  to  patiently  submit  to  its 
awards,  and  that  this  duty  of  deciding  appeals  cannot  be  dele- 
gated by  the  Grand  Lodge,  though  for  convenience  it  may  cause 
the  question  at  issue  to  be  examined  and  reported  ux)ou,  that  it 
may  not  have  too  much  of  its  time  consumed  in  its  examination, 
still  at  last  it  must  be  the  sole  judge  in  such  a  case.  We  do  not 
intend  to  intimate  that  we  have  ever  sat  as  a  court  of  appeals, 
but  the  fact  exists,  nevertheless,  that  a  large  number  of  the 
questions  in  which  we  have  been  called  to  express  an  opinion, 
relate  to  the  enforcement  of  Masonic  discipline,  and  our  views 
have  really  been  the  means  of  deciding  the  result  of  numerous 
trials,  notwithstanding  that  we  have  ever  been  scrupulously 
careful  not  to  determine  the  facts  of  any  case. 

"As  the  shadows  of  the  little  day  in  which  we  are  sojourning 
are  lengthening  out  towards  the  more  perfect  day  to  which  we 
are  approaching,  and  the  eventide  of  life's  brief  journey  is  gath- 
ering its  grey  mists  around  us,  we  may  be  pardoned  the  expres- 
sion of  the  thought  which  prompts  this  introduction  to  our  Re- 
port and  these  words  of  warning.  Undoubtedly  the  tendency  in 
Masonry  is  to  elevate  individual  rights  at  the  expense  of  the 
public  welfare — the  good  of  the  entire^body  of  the  Craft — and  so 
the  danger  that  those  rights  which  are  necessarily  more  regarded 
in  societies  which  exist  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  in- 
dividual interests  rather  than  the  attainment  of  a  lofty  purpose, 
such  as  lies  at  the  very  bottom  of  Freemasonry,  may  be  the 
means  of  eng^fting  upon  the  parent  stock  the  fungus  growth 
which  these  imitators  of  Masonry  have  found  useful  and  expedi- 
ent in  the  administration  of  organizations  which  exist  solely  for 
the  end  of  securing  the  largest  -possible  return  from  the  capital  in- 
vested. To  adopt  the  words  of  the  greatest,  living  Masonic  juris- 
prudent, 'while  in  other  relations  one  may  lawfully  do  what  is  not 
prohibited,  to  the  Mason  whatever  does  not  find  a  warrant  in  the 
Landmarks,  laws  or  usages,  is  absolutely  forbidden. '    We  desire 
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to  impress  the  faiidaiiiental  tnith  npoii  themindH  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Grand  LtMl^e,  that  the  real  and  only  arbiter  of  Ma- 
sonic rights  is  the  Lodge,  to  whoso   awards  we  have  promised 
(>])e<lience,  and  that  the  tendemry  to  look  l>eyond  it  for  soiuethiiig 
on  whi<rh  to  rest  anapi>eal  from  its  judgment,  is  to  lie  reprolw- 
tJMl,  l>eing  unwarranted   by    anything    found  in  primitive  Free- 
masonry, and  therefore  forbidden.     In  this  respect  the  Grand 
Lodge  itself  shonld  set  the  example -by  refraining  from  unneces- 
sary interferentie  with  the  jirerogatives  of  the  Lodges,  by  adopt- 
ing needless  restrictive  laws  and  by  encouraging  the  Brethren  to 
trust  each  other,  rather  than  to  kK)k  for  the  adjustment  of  indi- 
vidual rights  to  a  body  which  of  necessity  must  administer  the 
law  with  the  iron  hand  of  impartial  and  implacable  justice,  nn- 
tt'nii)ered  by  the  mercy  begotten  of  the  warm,  symi>athetic  friend- 
ship which  ought  to  cement  the  Brotherhood  of  eacih  Lodge  into  a 
('Diumunity  of  kindred  spirits." 

This  c-ommittee  also  rendered  a  very  able  and  exhaostive  re- 
I)(»rt  on  the  right  of  a  M.  *.  W.  *.  Grand  Master  to  make  "Masons 
at  sight,"  which  may  not  l>e  entirely  coincided  with,  yet  we 
think  has  the  right  direction  at  the  present  time.  The  conclu- 
sion reached  is:     . 

' '  Hcsolrrd,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  the 
prerogative  of  making  a  Mason  at  sight  does  not  exist  by  virtue 
of  any  landmark  or  ancient  regulation,  and  is  not  conferred  by 
tli«>  Constitution  or  Laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge." 

The  Reporter  on  Correspondence  recommended  the  fraternal  re- 
cognition of  the  United  Gnind  Loilge  of  Victoria  and  exchange  of 
Ut'presentatives,  which  was  done.  The  same  was  also  done  for 
tli*^  (rrand  Lodge  of  Oklahoma. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  having  recommended  "that  the  law  be 
amended  so  as  not  to  allow  any  person  to  serve  a»  District  Dep- 
uty (Trand  Master,  unless,  after  the  annual  meeting  of  District 
Lecturers,  he  obtain  a  certificate  from  a  committee  consisting  of 
tlie  (4 rand  Lecturer  and  two  of  the  older  Deputy  Grand  Masters, 
a]>pointed  by  the  (xrand  Master,  certifying  that  he  is  in  posaefl- 
si on  of  the  Adopt ihI  Work  and  Lectures." 

The  Committee  on  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  unwilling  to  aid 
in  emasculating  the  oilice  of  (Trand  Master,  reported  that  they 
thought  it  "safer  to  leave  the  a])pointment  of  these  officers  to  the 
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decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  who,  it  is  presumed,  will  exercise 
dne  care  in  selection. " 

James  F.  McCool,  Kosciusko  G.  M. 
J.  L.  Power,  Jackson,  G.  Sec*y. 

Our  esteemed  brother,  Past  Grand  Master  A.  H.  Barkley,  once 
more  presents  the  RexK)rt  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Alabama 
for  1894  and  1895  find  a  place.  Had  we  not  already  occupied  so 
much  space  with  Mississippi,  we  would  tarry  longer  with  our 
good  and  deeply  interesting  brother;  but  we  must  now  bid  him 
adieu,  with  the  hope  of  "better  luck  next  time.'* 

MONTANA— 31  ST  Annual,  October,  1895. 

Lodges,  89;  members,  2,491;  gain,  137. 

One  Lodge,  which  had  been  working  U.  D.,  was  awarded  a 
Charter  at  this  Communication. 

"The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  comparatively  uneventful  one 
in  the  history  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  as  far  as  my  observation 
has  gone  we  have  enjoyed  our  full  average  measure  of  peace, 
harmony  and  prosperity. " 

So  says  Grand  Master  James  H.  Monteith. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  Cornelius  Hedges, 
as  many  other  Grand  Secretaries,  annoyed  by  the  tardiness  on 
the  part  of  the  Secretaries  of  Lodges  in  making  their  reports  and 
sending  up  their  dues,  thus  expresses  himself : 

"The  prevailing  depression  may  account  for  some  of  the  de- 
linquency this  year,  but  with  most  the  trouble  is  chronic  and 
needs  a  drastic  remedy." 

Grand  Lodge  dues  were  reduced  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
per  capita.  What  do  our  brethren  of  Alabama  think  of  this 
when  they  decline  paying  one  dollar,  although  one-half  was  to 
go  to  a  Home  for  the  indigent? 

We  coincide  with  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  when  they 
declare  that  an  E.  A.  has  not  the  right  of  visitation  as  usually  un- 
dei*8tood  for  a  Master  Mason,  yet  he  has  that  right  as  to  the 
Lodge  that  initiated  him. 

The  following,  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge,  though  "adopted  in 
silence,"  is  eminently  proper,  for  as  is  held  by  most  Grand 
Lodges,  that  the  funds  of  a  Lodge  can  be  used  only  for  strictly 
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Masonic  pan>OHes  and  not  in  providing  banquets  for  its  members, 
how  cAn  they  be  proi>erly  expended  in  feasting  the  Orand 
Lodge? 

"That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  body  that  banquets  in  connection 
with  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  do  not  materially  add  to 
tlie  good  of  Masonry ;  that  they  interfere  with  the  work  of  Grand 
Lodge,  and  place  an  unnecessar}*  burden  upon  the  craft  in  the 
cities  in  which  our  sessions  are  held:  and  that  hereafter  the  craft 
c»f  snch  cities  })e  respec^tfully  requested  to  dispense  with  such 
forms  of  entertainment." 

At  this  Communication  it  was  determine<l  to  have  but  one 
])allot  for  all  the  degrees,  and  a  resolution  to  this  end  was  adopted 
jiineuding  the  By-Laws. 

The  keen  wit  and  sarcasm  of  our  esteemed  Brother,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  is  fully  exhibite<l  in  the  following  remark,  for  after 
installation  — 

'  *  An  opportunity  was  offered  the  newly  installe<l  officers  to  ex- 
press their  thanks  for  honors  conferred,  and  tell  how  much  they 
were  going  to  do  to  de8er\'e  them." 

James  H.  Miles,  Helena,  G.  M. 

( 'omelius  Hedges,  Helena,  G.  Se<!'y. 

Bro.  Hedges,  Past  (4rnnd  Master  and  Grand  Secretary,  made 
tlie  report  on  corresi)ondeu(re  with  a  flowing  jien,  full  of  wisdom 
and  wit  and  fer\'or  for  true  Masonry.  We  have  rarely  met  a 
pleasanter  report,  nor  yet  one  more  complete  in  details  or  fuller 
ot  soimd  refle<!tiou.  It  engrosses  the  attention  and  holds  one  to 
it  to  the  end.  His  review  of  Alabama  for  1894  is  therein  found. 
We  leave  the  reader  of  what  is  here  extracted  to  his  own  dednc- 
tiuns.  but  the  advice  is  good: 

"Grand  Master  Pettus  supi)lied  what  he  regards  as  a  long- felt 
want,  a  Grand  Master's  private  seal.  Perhaps  he  feared  the 
early  extinction  of  seals.  He  tells  us  that  the  trust  fund,  now 
nearly  |:)0,(MN).  is  designed  to  seinire  a  Grand  Lodge  building. 
They  are  i>aying  ^S()U  per  annum  rent  now.  but  the  interest  on 
1  lieir  lK)nds  i>ays  the  rent  and  yields  a  surplus.  It  is  better  than 
to  have  a  Temple  and  a  heavy  Temple  debt." 

Again: 

•TIk'  reiM>rt  of  Grand  Secretary  Armstrong,  that  more  than 
one- third  of  the  Lrwlges  were  delinquent  in  pacing  dues,  after 
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being  specially  reminded,  woald  tend  to  show  that  the  Grand 
Master  overestimated  the  general  degree  of  prosperity. " 

He  thinks  that  ordinarily  "too  many  cases  are  sent  back  for 
new  trials"  by  Grand  Lodge. 

His  opinions  adverse  to  those  of  our  Jurisprudence  Committee, 
on  the  effect  of  indefinite  suspension,  are  thus  expressed: 

"We  are  not  impressed  with  the  reasoning  of  the  Juris- 
prudence Committee  on  the  effect  of  indefinite  suspension. 
Unless  language  has  lost  its  significance,  suspension  is  not  a  ter- 
mination of  membership,  whether  definite  or  indefinite.  If  sus- 
pension from  membership  and  suspension  from  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry  are  two  different  things,  it  would  be  well 
to  have  them  separately  defined,  to  determine  which  is  the 
greater,  and  whether  the  greater  contains  the  less,  or  is  inde- 
pendent, as  the  Committee  seem  to  assume.  As  they  hold,  a 
Mason  may  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry, 
and  still  be  a  suspended  member  of  a  Lodge.  We  take  it  that 
the  loss  of  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry  is  an  incident  and  con- 
sequence of  the  loss  of  membership,  when  the  one  on  trial  is  a 
member.  Can  you  remove  a  consequence  and  leave  the  cause 
standing?  The  loss  of  civil  rights  is  an  incident  to  sentence  to 
the  penitentiary.  Under  such  a  law  could  civil  rights  be  re- 
stored and  the  convict  still  live  in  prison  to  serve  out  his  sen- 
tence? But  it  may  be  urged  that  our  Masonic  organization  is  so 
solicitous  for  peace  and  harmony  within,  that  none  can  enter 
except  by  unanimous  ballot.  But  in  answer,  we  say  it  is  not  a 
question  of  admission  at  all,  for  one,  only  under  suspension,  is 
still  a  member,  and  when  the  offense  that  was  the  ground  of  sus- 
pension is  condoned,  the  suspension  should  cease.  A  vote  that 
would  suspend  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  restore." 

Non-affiliates  he  terms  * 'Masons- for-revenue-only." 
The  report  of  Bro.   Cunningham,  of  Ohio,  he  terms  "an  im- 
perial review. " 

We  copy  from  his  conclusion  because,  in  part,  we  fully  agree 
with  him,  and  perhai)s  with  better  and  greater  knowledge  we 
might  in  full: 

"We  have  naught  to  say  disparaging  of  the  Home  movement, 
but  the  greater  work,  in  our  estimation,  is  to  be  accomplished  by 
the  Lodges.  Each  of  them  should  have  its  Board  of  Relief,  or, 
in  places  where  there  are  several  Lodges,  united  effort  in  this 
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line  will  prove  moHt  economical  and  effective.  And  every-  Lodge 
should  have  its  charity  fund.  The  Grand  Lodge  charity  fands 
can  do  no  more  than  ac^t  a«  a  balauc«-wheel  or  distributing  reser- 
voir, where  the  demands  of  relief  are  beyond  the  resonrces  of 
particular  Lodges. 

"In  this  great  work  of  practical  relief  we  have  been  glad  to 
welcome  the  powerful  aid  not  only  promised,  but  afforded,  by 
the  organization  of  the  Eastern  Star.  There  is  a  field  of  work 
that  belongs  to  Masonry  that  can  best  be  attended  to  by  the 
women  to  whom  we  are  all  obligated  by  many  and  most  sacred 
ties.  We  are  sure  that  in  the  end  every  objection  and  prejudice 
against  (bis  organization  will  disappear,  and  give  place  to  wonder 
that  it  was  not  actively  sought  earlier,  and  that  any  cx>nld  have 
1)een  found  so  blind  as  not  to  see  its  vast  importance  " 

The  proceedings  of  the  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge  held  in 
Septeml)er.  1896,  at  the  City  of  Butte,  are  also  at  hand.  We  are 
more  fortunate  now  than  we  were  last  year,  for  while  then  we 
liad  no  word  from  this  Grand  Lodge,  we  are  now  in  posseBadon  of 
the  protreedings  for  two  years.  These  last  of  the  thirty-eecond 
annual  have  arrived  just  in  time  for  a  somewhat  hasty  notice. 
Grand  Master  James  H.  Mills  thus  si>eaks  of  the  condition  of  the 
Craft: 

"Notwithstanding  the  active  agencies  earnestly  at  work  in  the 
State  soliciting  material  for  the  numerous  societies  having  fra- 
ternal and  stipulated  lieneticiary  features,  our  Grand  Secretary's 
rei>ort  will  show  a  healthy  incrrease  in  new  members  during  the 
}'ear.  This  is,  to  something  more  than  the  usual  extent,  can- 
ci'lled  by  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues.  This  latter  is,  I 
l)e1ieve,  owing  almost  entirely  to  the  continued  business  depres- 
sion which  overshadows  the  entire  land  and  involves  seriously 
our  own  State." 

There  are  4^  L(Mlg(^s,  with  a  membership  of  2.491,  the  gain 
(luring  the  year  being  i:r>. 

Gnmd  Miister  issuni  Disj>ensations  for  three  new  Lodges,  for 
which  charters  were  authorizeil. 

lie  rtMrommended  a  change  of  time  for  the  meeting  of  Grand 
J.odge.  but  this  was  not  agreed  to. 

There  were  in  General  Fund  J|S,K3r),  and  in  Charity  Fund 
*-1.77:j. 


APPENDIX.  161 

Grand  Lodge  extended  fraternal  recognition  and  greeting  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oklal).oma,  and  also  to  the  Gran  Dieta  of 
Mexico. 

The  Degree  of  M.  M.  was  conferred  by  one  of  the  Lodges  U . 
D.  upon  one  of  the  candidates  to  exemplify  the  work. 

We  infer  that  a  change  in  dues  to  Grand  Lodge  mnst  have 
been  attempted,  for  we  find  the  Committee  on  Finance  saying 
that  "we  do  not  believe  it  advisable  to  change  Grand  Lodge 
dues  from  the  present  rate,  $1.50." 

C.  H.  Gould,  Miles  City,  Grand  Master. 
C.  Hedges,  Helena,  Grand  Sec  y. 

This  latter,  also  Past  Grand  Master,  made  another  of  his  in- 
teresting reports  on  correspondence,  reviewing  our  proceedings 
for  1895.  He  criticises  the  use  of  the  phrase  in  ample  form  when 
the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and 
says  that  due  form  should  have  been  used;  exclaims  "good  for 
the  Grand  Lodge"  when  it  sustained  Grand  Master's  decision  on 
the  chastity  question,  and  notices  the  want  of  the  signature  of 
Grand  Master  to  the  minutes. 

The  following  is  his  view  of  the  printed  ritual: 

"Past  Grand  Master  Pillans,  an  old  and  expert  hand  at  the 
business,  fills  something  over  a  hundred  pages  with  his  corre- 
spondence report.  In  his  introduction  Brother  P.  gives  his  testi- 
mony very  strongly  against  the  action  of  those  Grand  Lodges 
that  in  any  way  sanction  the  use  of  cipher  rituals.  We,  too, 
would  oppose  any  device  by  which  any  one  not  entitled  to  receive 
them  should  be  enabled  to  obtain  them  unlawfully,  but  we  can 
trust  that  those  charged  with  the  duty  of  keeping  these  secrets 
inviolate  will  do  their  duty.  Communicating  the  ritual  only  by 
oral  instruction  is  certainly  a  very  slow  and  expensive  process, 
and  few  could  master  it  or  have  such  an  exact  and  retentive 
memor>^  that  they  could  impart  their  knowledge  without  falling 
into  numerous  errors.  The  differences  perceptible  in  the  rituals 
of  different  jurisdictions  are  witnesses  of  the  defects  of  this  sys- 
tem. It  must  be  remembered  that  in  these  modem  times  men  in 
active  life  have  more  to  do  and  think  of  than  formerly.  The 
secrets  of  Masonry  have  been  unlawfully  revealed,  as  we  know, 
by  men  who  cared  nothing  for  their  obligations.  We  do  not  con- 
sider that  those  who  authorize  the  use  of  cipher  rituals  and  exer- 
cise the  proper  care  in  their  use  are  conscious  of  violating  their 
obligations.    It  is  certainly  desirable  that  more  should  be  famil- 
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iar  with  the  ritual  than  (*onId  obtain  it  by  mere  oral  commnnica- 
tion.  and  that  there  should  lie  some  secmrity  against  the  constant 
(liverjjencies  that  come  from  depending  on  memory  alone. " 

Having  already  occnpie<l  so  much  si>ace  with  these  two  copies 
of  proceedings,  we  mnst  reluctantly  bid  our  good  and  mnch 
esteemed  Brother  for  the  present  adieu. 

NEVADA— ,«u  Annual,  Junk   inm. 

Lo<lges.  20 ;  memliers,  JH8  ;  loss.  8. 

This  Grand  Lodge  mourns  the  loss  of  her  Grand  Master.  John 
(larke  Hazlett.  in  the  fourth  month  of  his  official  term  and  was 
(lex)osited  in  the  silent  grave  amid  a  large  circle  of  his  Grand 
Lodge  and  Masonic*  brothers.  In  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Alabama,  and  in  l>ehalf  of  the  brethren  of  its  obedience,  we 
tnider  to  our  stricken  brethren  of  Nevada  our  sincerest  sym- 
pathy in  this  their  great  bereavement.  Are  we  also  not  his 
brothers  t 

The  Grand  Master  was  evidently  less  trouble<l  with  (juestions 
for  deirision  than  is  usual,  for  we  find  that  one  was  made,  and 
that  he  thought  the  loss  of  a  thumb  from  a  left  hand  did  not 
prevent  the  receiving  of  the  degrees. 

A  Dispensation  for  one  new  Lodge  was  issued,  and  to  this  was 
awarde<l  a  Charter. 

He  hoi>ed  Grand  Lcwlge  would  determine  what  are  the  public 
:<rand  honors  that  all  diversity  might  l>e  ended :  he  noted  the 
fact  of  the  constant  loss  in  meml)ership  by  the  moving  from  the 
.lurisdiction. 

Tlie  Im lance,  as  rejiortwl  by  the  Treasurer,  is  greater  than  that 
of  last  year,  which  is  encouraging.  And  the  Committee  on 
Finance  re]K>rt  the  Hnan(*cs  to  1>e  in  giMxl  condition. 

FJnoi'h  Strothor.  Virginia  City,  (t.  M. 
('.  N.  Noteware,  ('arson  Citv.  G.  Sec' v. 

Hro.  Robert  Lewers  ]^rought  forward  a  inmcise  Re|H)rt  on  Cor 
nspondence:  in  it  Alaltama  for  iHtto,  finds  its  usual  plaiv.     He 

^avs  : 

"The  (Tnind  Master  rej)orts  at  length  on  the  routine  work  of 
\\w  Jurisdiction,  and  from  it  we  gather  the  idea  that  the  Qrand 
Master  of  the  great  State  of  Alal)ama  had  plenty  of  work  to  do 
and  some  rather  trying  cases  to  settle.     The  case  of  Dr.   Agipe 
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showed  a  groee  Masonic  offeaee.  and  it  is  a  pity  tbat  a  stronger 
pnniahment  couldn't  have  been  meted  ont  to  him.  The  preser- 
vation of  the  home  has  ever  been  the  most  jealons  care  of  out 

Fraternity." 

Under  MassacbnseltB.  we  find  him  saying  : 

"The  Grand  Master  objects  to  the  use  of  the  stereopticon  In 
illustrating  the  lectures,  and  ordered  it  discontinued  in  some  of 
the  Lodges,  We  do  not  agree  with  bim  at  all.  If  anything  can 
be  done  to  make  the  work  more  impreBaive  it  is  our  dnty  to  do  it. 
We  have  no  patience  with  perfunctory  old  time  objections. 
This  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  tme  meaning  of  in- 
novation at  all.  It  is  simply  different  from  the  ways  the  very 
worthy  Grand  Master  was  nsed  to  when  he  was  a  boy.  It  is  an 
innovation  for  Masons  to  use  the  elevator  in  going  to  the  Lodge 
room,  perhaps,  for  the  old  timer  nsed  the  stairs.  It  is  an  inno- 
vation for  Masons  to  have  electric  lights  instead  of  candles  or 
gas.  Now  what  in  the  name  of  reason  can  be  the  objection  to 
the  stereopticon,  or  to  snitable  regalia  in  the  work  of  the  Lodge 
roomY  He  also  objects  to  the  nse  of  mnsic  when  it  is  nsed  in 
more  than  one  or  two  places.  If  he  refers  to  snch  Lodge  sing- 
ing as  1  have  heard  in  my  day.  I  am  in  perfect  accord  with  him, 
bnt  when  the  mnsic  is  good,  I  am  on  the  other  side  of  the  qnes- 

And  of  the  plan  of  relief  of  Wisconsin,  these  are  his  views  : 
"WeMieve,  after  all,  that  the  Lodge  granting  the  relief  mnflt 
take  the  risk,  and  that  the  applicant's  Lodge  sboald  refnnd  as 
much  as  it  is  able  within  reason  to  refnnd.  Individnal  Masonic 
relief  is  donbtless  the  original  plan,  bnt  it  mnst  be  conceded 
that  the  modem  method  of  granting  relief  throngh  the  Lodge  is 
more  systematic  and  less  apt  to  be  the  prey  of  the  nnworthy. 
It  reqnires  a  great  deal  of  experience  to  deal  with  applicants, 
and  a  judicious  nse  of  the  tel^^^ph  solves  many  acase." 

NEW  BRUNSWICK -28th  Annual,  August,  1895. 

Lodges,  31  :  members,  1,764 ;  gain,  2t), 

We  had  to  note  in  onr  last  Report  the  shrinkage  in  member- 
ship of  41,  so  we  now  congratulate  our  brethren  of  New  Bruns- 
wick on  the  fact  that  perhaps  the  bottom  has  been  tonched  and 
the  rebonnd  couiuienced. 
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At  the  proper  time  of  uieeting  in  August  the  Grand  Master 
and  many  of  the  other  officers  and  members  of  Grand  Lodge 
were  absent,  so  Grand  Lodge  took  a  recess  until  September^ 
when  Grand  Master  Thos.  Walker  presided. 

In  laying  before  (xrand  Lodge  the  i>roposition  from  Wiscousin. 
he  added  these  words  : 

*'I  am  asked  to  submit  this  i>roi)08ition  to  you  for  your  action, 
<and  I  do  so  with  this  single  remark,  that  charity  which  seeks  for 
}i  return  and  confines  itself  to  those  of  our  own  house  is  not  to 
me  the  charity  taught  us  in  the  Lodge,  but  would  seem  to  re- 
duce our  Craft  to  the  level  of  a  modern  assessment  association."* 

To  which  the  Committee  on  the  Address  add  : 

•'With  the  views  of  the  Gnind  Master  in  regard  to  the  principle 
underlying  the  system  of  Masonic  (rharity.  your  Committee  are 
heartily  in  accord,  but  an  examination  of  the  circular  issued  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  seems  to  indic?ate  that  a  necessity 
(*xists  in  that  Jurisdiction  and  in  Jurisdictions  contiguous  to  it 
for  an  organizeil  system  of  administering  relief  so  that  the  worthy 
r«»cipient  and  the  charitable  giver  shall  be  justly  dealt  with. 
The  conditions  in  this  Provinire  do  not  re<iuire  such  a  system 
lu^re  at  the  present  time,  but  cir(*umstances  may  make  it  desir- 
able to  observe  with  interest  the  oj^erations  of  the  plan  suggested 
})y  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin." 

He  also  spoke  very  highly  of  the  services  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, and  recommende<l  an  increase  of  salary,  but  the  iH^mmittee 
in  view  of  the  loss  in  membership  and  the  existence  of  a  consid- 
f^rable  debt  c^mld  not  recommend  compliance,  although  they 
<leemed  the  services  so  well  rendered  worthy  of  the  increase. 

A  Lodge  of  sorrow,  in  memory  of  their  late  Bro.  B.  Lester 
Peters,  P.*.  G.*.  M...  was  held,  and  high  encomiums  uttered. 
at  which,  also,  one  of  the  brethren  read  a  laudatory  poem  on  his 
memory. 

Julius  T.  Whitlock.  St.  Stephen,  G.  M. 
F.  W.  Wisdom,  St.  John,  G.  Sec  y. 

No  Correspondence  Roi>ort. 

NEW  JERSEY--ini>Tii  Annual,  January.  l«9<i. 

Lodges,  \i\ii:  memlH^i-s,  H>,«»Hn:  gain.  441. 

M.  •.  W.  *.  Grand  Master  Charles  Belcher  oi)ened  this  Conimn- 
nif-ation  and  jiresided.     He  thinks  "that  (me  can  safely  say,  oni 
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membership  is  not  only  increasing,  but  improving  socially,  mor- 
ally and  intellectually. "  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  indicates 
that  the  members  are  heeding  the  teachings  and  illustrating  in 
their  lives  their  value. 

This  Grand  Master  also  indulged  in  the  pastime  of  making  a 
Mason  at  sight.  This  may  be  useful  sometimes,  but  we  presume 
that  at  present  it  is  only  done  to  prevent  the  power  or  preroga- 
tive being  lost  by  disuse. 

He  thus  delivers  himself  on  the  subject  of  physical  qualifica- 
tions, having  been  required  to  act  on  thirty  candidates,  of  whom 
thirteen  were  found  to  be  eligible  and  seventeen  ineligible: 

'  *  While  we  are  taught  that  it  is  the  internal  and  not  the  external 
qualifications  that  recommend  us  to  Masonry,  I  do  not  consider 
that  our  Lodges  are  intended  to  be  sanitariums  or  places  of  re- 
pose for  the  maimed,  halt  or  partially  blind;  nor  do  I  desire  to 
plac*e  the  physical  qualification  above  the  moral.  Still,  I  am 
convinced  that  it  is  more  in  keeping  with  the  ancient  landmarks 
to  adhere  closely  to  the  doctrine  of  physical  perfection  than  to 
stray  from  it,  and  should  the  present  barriers  be  removed,  our 
Lodges  would  be  overrun  with  applications  from  those  who  are 
physically  incapable  of  complying  literally  to  the  existing  re- 
quirements. " 

He  deplores,  and  most  Grand  Masters  do  with  him,  the  igno- 
rance of  the  laws  and  edicts  of  Grand  Lodge  on  the  part  of  Masters 
of  Lodges,  and  we  presume  that  the  same  will  continue  until 
the  end  of  time,  or  all  men  become  readers  and  students. 

A  monument  was  erected  to  the  memory  of  "a  good  man,  an 
honored  Brother,  and  a  faithful  Mason,"  theM.  *.  W. '.  Henry 
Vehslage,  D.  D. ,  Past  Grand  Master. 

Grand  Master  recommended  an  increase  in  the  salary  of  Grand 
Secretary,  which  was  raised  to  $2,000,  and  of  payment  of  Chair- 
man of  Committee  on  Correspondence,  who  now  gets  fiSOO. 

The  following  was  introduced  and  indefinitely  postponed: 

*' Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the 
use  -of  robes  or  costumes  in  conferring  the  Degrees  of  Symbolic 
Masonry  is  an  innovation,  and  is  hereby  prohibited  in  this  Ju- 
risdiction." 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred,  two  years  since,  a  prop- 
osition for  a  general  Masonic  Congress,  to  be  held  in  London, 
and  who  reported  adversely  thereon  last  session,  again  say: 
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*'The  statement  of  the  existence  of  differences  needing  correc- 
tion 'as  a  fact,'  have  not  manifested ^as  of  importance  attaching 
the  universality  of  Masonry.  Differences  in  philology  and  va- 
liancy of  detail  in  ceremonial  are  consequent  upon  development  by 
}i:ibit  language  and  mental  adaptability,  and  are  of  indilf ereiic*e 
so  long  as  the  great  truths  and  principles  of  the  Fraternity  remain 
a  unit  of  recognition  among  the  Craft.  '* 

And  again  reporte<l  adversely :  whereupon  the  matter  of  confer- 
ring with  Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  plac^  in  the  hands  of 
tlie  Grand  Master. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  \mi\  a  well  deserved  compliment 
to  the  Se<*retaries  of  8ul>ordiuate  Lodges,  whose  dnes  in  ever)' 
instance  accompanied  the  Returns,  and  all  were  in  Grand  Secre- 
tary's hand  within  the  time  reciuired  by  law. 

This  was  adopted: 

''Hesttlved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  the 
imblic  installations  of  officers  of  Lo<lges  is  contrary'  to  the  spirit 
and  teac^hings  of  the  Fraternity  and  is  hereby  prohibited." 

(George  W.  Fortmeyer,  E.  Orange,  G.  M. 
Thos.  H.  R.  Redway,  Trenton,  G.  Secy. 

Our  estimable  Brother.  George  B.  Edwards,  made  the  Report 
im  Correspondence,  reviewing  Alabama  in  full  for  1814  and  brief- 
ly for  1895,  his  copy  l^eing  ho  imi)erfect.  On  learning  this,  we 
ref«'rred  to  our  copy,  which  we  found  in  such  plight  that  we  con- 
(■Inde<l  somebody  handling  the  original  had  \yeen  violating  the 
Hrst  of  the  (rardinal  virtues,  but  we  knew  it  was  not  us,  though 
cantsay  alnmt  that  other  fellow,  the  printer. 

We  are  nmch  gratified  at  having  the  approval  of  the  Brother 
of  our  views  in  many  instances,  more  i)articularly  of  those  in  re- 
lation U)  ciphers  and  imblished  Rituals.  In  a  former  Report  we 
r<«f<'rre<l  to  this  as  "the  l)eginning  of  the  end"  and  for  onr  qno- 
tationof  "0 /rmy//>*v/.  O  mo irsr  sifter  mentioning  the  action  of 
a  Grand  Lo<lge  on  the  8ubje<*t.  we  were  laughed  at  and  esteemed 
too  non-i)rogressive. 

lie  is  as  little  in  sympathy  with  the  amalgamation  of  Lodge* 
with  Chapters  of  the  Ea.steni  Star  as  we  are.  This  however 
will  continue  as  a  fad  for  a  while  and  then . 

( )n  the  cipher  hear  him : 

That  any  (xrand  Lodge  should  assume  to  make  so  grave  a  de- 
parture from  the  original  di^sigTi  and  arrogate  to  itself  the  right 
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to  determine  the  infringement  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
binding  requirements  of  the  Order,  is  incomprehensible.  No 
Grand  Lodge  has  any  right  to  innovate  the  system  of  the  Frater- 
nity, of  which  it  is  bnt  an  integral  part.  No  Grand  Lodge  is 
more  than  a  possessing  participant  of  the  acromatics  of  the 
Craft.     Usurpation  is  not  acquired  right. 

"This  individual  obligatory — this  requirement  of  the  ages — is 
invested  in  and  is  the  property  of  the  whole  Order,  and  the 
printing  in  cipher,  or  otherwise,  however  speciously  the  phrasing 
of  the  covenant  may  be  worded,  is  an  act  of  violation  of  one  of 
the  vital  principles  of  the  Order,  in  infraction  of  one  of  the  laws 
of  the  Masonic  decalogue,  only  less  in  enormity  than  that  per- 
petrated by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  that  ostracized  it  from 
communion." 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 107th  ANNUAL,  May.  1896. 

Lodges,  77;  members,  8,963;  gain,  125. 

At  the  semi-annual  communication,  held  in  December,  1895, 
there  was  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the  communication  from 
Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  on  the  subject  of  the  systematic  dis- 
tribution of  charity  by  Lodges,  and  also  that  from  Mississippi 
touching  the  period  of  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  over  rejected 
candidates,  which  were  referred  to  committees.  At  this  com- 
munication also  the  several  degrees  were  conferred  on  several 
candidates,  doubtless  to  the  great  satisfaction,  as  well  as  profit, 
of  the  Brethren. 

Grand  Master  Charles  C.  Hayes  in  his  address  speaks  hope- 
fully of  the  growth  of  the  Craft,  though  he  regrets  to  say  "that 
some  Worshipful  Masters  are  more  anxious  to  increase  the 
membership  of  their  Lodges  than  they  seem  to  be  for  the  good 
name  and  reputation  of  the  Order.  This  should  not  be,  and  no 
Brother  who  is  a  good  and  true  Mason  will  ever  be  guilty  of 
this  offence.     I  sound  a  note  of  warning  at  this  time. " 

He  also  makes  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Brethren  to  come  up 
to  the  full  establishment  of  the  Masonic  Home,  and  to  bring 
their  offerings,  that  what  has  been  so  well  begun  may  not  fail. 
The  first  payment  on  the  necessary  ground  has  been  made. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  in  their  report  on  the-propo- 
sition  from  Mississippi  on  limiting  the  doctrine  of  jurisdiction 
over  rejected  material,  say: 
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'It  iB  not  necessary  to  remark  upon  the  various  ways  in  which 
the  abandonment  of  this  principle  would  affect  the  Fraternity: 
tliey  are  too  obvious  to  need  mention.  The  doctrine  is  grounded 
in  the  Landmarks  and  in  our  fundamental  law,  as  well  as  in 
justice  and  reason,  and  no  hardship  c^n  result  from  it  which  we 
are  in  any  sense  l)oun(l  to  alleviate.  We  see  no  reason  for  its 
abandonment,  and  every  reason  l)earing  upon  it  is  in  favor  of 
maintaining  the  doctrine." 

And  the  same  Committee,  reporting  on  the  Wisconsin  propo- 
sition for  a  more  systematic  distribution  of  charity,  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  which  action 
wan  had: 

' '  lii attired.  That  the  (irand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  is  not  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  rule  {proposed  by  certain  Grand 
Lodj^es  for  reimbursement  in  the  matter  of  (conferring  charities." 

(^rand  Lodge  funds  amount  to  )M.'7'^>0. 

There  was  presented  to  (xrand  Lodge  a  note  from  Gen.  LaFay- 
«'tte  of  date  June  23.  182o,  giving  his  reasons  for  inability  to 
attend  a  communication  of  one  of  the  Lodges,  which  was 
accepted  with  thanks,  and  ordered  dei)Osited  with  other  archives 
(»f  the  Grand  Lo<lge. 

Henry  A.  Mar(^h,  Nashua,  G.  M. 
(itH)rge  P.  Cleaves,  Concord,  (t.  Se<*y. 

The  rei>ort  on  corresiM^ndenco  is  as  usual  from  the  i)en  of  that 
able  and  courteous  Brother,  A.  S.  Wait,  and  is  such  as  mast  be 
<*xpecte<l  from  one  so  <;onversant  with  Masonry  in  all  its 
1  tranches,  and  so  close  a  student.  Alabama  for  1895  is  fonnd 
therein,  and  noting  our  hostility  to  ciphers,  he  says: 

"As  we  recur  to  the  o])ligation  which  all  Masons  enter  into,  as 
w<>Il  jis  to  the  well -recognized  traditions  of  the  Masonic  institn- 
tioii,  we  can  but  agree  with  his  view;  yet  we  fear  the  practice 
lias  gone  too  far  and  has  V>ecome  too  common  to  the  Grand 
1  .<  )dges  of  the  trountry  to  admit  in  our  day  of  correction.  We 
t«>ar  that  all  that  can  now  be  done  is  to  guard  as  well  as  possible 
thtsf*  ciphers,  so  that  they  shall  not  come  to  the  eyes  of  the 
profane," 

He  approves  the  ix^sition  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  sustaining  the 
<l<M'isiou  of  the  Grand  Muster,  who  held  that  sexual  interccmrse 
with  the  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason,  though  she  be  without 

(liastity,  is  a  Masonic  offence,  and  says: 
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"On  a  narrow  verbal  construction  of  the  language  in  which 
this  obligation  of  a  Master  Mason  is  expressed  in  our  ritualistic 
formulte.  it  may  be  possible  to  reach  a  conclusion  in  accordance 
with  this  opinion  of  the  Alabama  committee.  But  when  we 
look  fairly  at  the  evident  intention  of  the  language  of  this  obli- 
gation, we  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  correctness  of 
the  doctrine  held  by  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge." 

He  thinks  that  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico  is  entitled  to  recog- 
nition, and  in  this  connection,  on  noticing  the  comments  of  Bro. 
Robbins,  of  Illinois,  on  recognizing  it,  he  uses  the  following 
language: 

"The  subject  of  Masonry  in  Mexico  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  Craft  in  many  quarters,  and  the  recognition  of  the  Gran 
Dieta  of  that  Republic  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Texas  and  New 
York,  and  the  favorable  report  of  our  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence of  last  year,  notwithstanding  some  vigorous  criticisms 
from  learned  writers,  notably  from  Pennsylvania 'hnd  Illinois, 
has  been  followed  by  similar  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kansas,  after  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  subject  by  a 
committee  of  five  of  its  most  prominent  members;  and  it  is  said 
that  like  recognition  has  been  accorded  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
North  Dakota,  though  of  this  last  we  are  not  in  possession  of  the 
record. 

"In  his  strit^tures  upon  these  acts  of  recognition,  Bro.  Robbins, 
the  able  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
of  Illinois,  goes  even  so  far  as  to  assert  that  there  is  no  legiti- 
mate Masonry  existing  that  is  not  derived,  either  mediately  or 
immediately,  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  We  would 
fain  ask  him :  What  of  Masonry  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land was  formed?  Was  there  no  Masonry  until  that  time?  If 
there  was,  was  it  confined  exclusively  to  England?  Whence  did 
England  obtain  its  Masonry?  Was  it  indigenous  to  England, 
originating  exclusively  there?  Our  teachings  are  all  to  the 
contrary,  and  we  feel  warranted  in  believing  that  no  student  of 
the  history  and  antiquities  of  our  institution  will  at  this  day 
venture  such  an  assertion.  That  Masonry  existed,  not  only  in 
England,  but  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  indefinite  ages  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  formed,  is  not  only  the  general 
belief  of  the  Fraternity,  but  it  is  the  ascertained  fact  of  history. 
Out  of  the  ages  that  Masonry  has  existed  has  been  evolved  the 
axiom  that  it  is  universal.     What  right  has  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
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The  following  was  introduced  and  referred  to  Committee  on 
Grand  Lodge  By-Laws: 

• '  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  to  the  Committee  on 
Revision  of  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  a  resolution  or 
by-law  be  introduced  covering  the  status  of  Master  Masons  en- 
gaged in  the  liquor  business,  same  as  in  force  to-day  by  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  of  Missouri." 

Missouri  prohibits  the  making  of  such  an  one  a  Mason  or  al- 
lowing him  to  continue  to  be  one. 

A  proposition  to  pay  delegates  five  cents  per  mile  each  way  was 
declined,  because  of  the  inability  of  the  treasury. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Oklahoma  and  of  Victoria  were  each 
re(!0gnized  and  fraternally  greeted. 

The  following  is  an  excellent  move: 

''llemlvcd.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  instruct  the  Masters  of  the 
Lodges  throughout  this  Jurisdiction  to  deliver  the  following 
charges  to  all  newly  raised  Master  Masons: 

' '  'That  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  commit  to  memory  the 
first  section  of  the  Master's  Degree,  and  to  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  second  section. ' 

'  And  that  the  Masters  be  requested  to  use  their  influence  in 
this  direction. " 

Dr.  Jas.  H.  Wroth,  Albuquerque,  G.  M. 
Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  G.  Sec'y. 

Past  Grand  Master  Max  Frost  once  more  presented  the  Report 
on  Correspondence.  We  are  disappointed  in  not  finding  our  pro- 
ceedings in  review.  His  notices  of  what  is  transpiring  else- 
where are  judicious  and  courteous,  and,  we  think,  usually  very 
sound  Masonically. 

He  believes,  as  we  do,  that  the  ballot  on  and  for  each  Degree 
tends  to  the  general  welfare,  and  he  says:  **I  believe  in  the 
absolute  secrecy  of  the  ballot  and  the  unlimited  right  of  objec- 
tion at  any  stage  before  the  obligation."  And  he  further  asserts 
his  view : 

"I  hold  with  Mack ey  that  an  Entered  Apprentice  gains  no 
right  The  right  of  objection  and  black  ball,  if  he  applies  for 
the  second  degree,  exists  absolutely  and  without  question,  and  in 
my  own  limited  experience  this  right  has  been  found  of  benefit 
and  good  to  the  Craft.    There  is  nothing  in  our  obligations  de- 
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show  a  slight  increase  for  the  year,  we  can  reasonably  anticipate 
that  when  the  returns  are  complete,  it  will  be  demonstrated  that 
we  have  at  least  maintained  onr  position." 

The  Lodge  dues  received  were  as  follows: 

1894.  1895.        Increase. 

Grand  Lodge  Dues £    798    2    6    £    797  5  11    £4    8  5 

Dues  to  Benevolent  Fnnd....  1,000  15  11      1,601  7    8      0  11  9 

The  total  receipts  from  all  sources  amount  to  £3,797  148.  7d., 
and  the  total  relief  granted  by  the  Board  of  Benevolence,  £1,066 
Is.  Od. 

Five  new  Lodges  were  warranted  during  the  year. 

An  effort  is  being  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  library,  and 
we  find  that  it  was  determined  to  adopt  the  American  plan  of  a 
Rei>ort  on  Correspondence  for  the  following  reasons: 

"( 1 )  The  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
will  bring  home  to  Masons  in  New  South  Wales  and  make  them 
appreciate  the  universality  and  oneness  of  Freemasonry,  and 
thus  tend  to  strengthen  the  mystic  tie  of  sympathy  which  should 
exist  between  all  Masons  throughout  the  world. 

"(2)  These  reports  will  c^ll  attention  to  differences  between 
our  own  and  other  Constitutions,  and,  by  discussion,  lead  to  the 
correction  of  errors,  and  these  reports  will,  without  interfering 
with  the  sovereignity  of  independent  Grand  Lodges,  tend  to  pro- 
mote uniformity  in  Masonic  usage  and  policy  throughout  the 
world. 

"(3)  The  reports  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  are  replete  with  a  vast 
amount  of  useful,  practical,  instructive  and  valuable  matter,  the 
perusal  of  which,  even  in  the  condensed  form  in  which  it  must 
necessarily  be  presented  to  the  members  of  our  own  Grand 
Lodge,  cannot  fail  to  benefit  the  reader." 

It  is,  however,  provided  that  the  committee  shall  be  elected. 

This  was  done,  and  an  excellent  report  made.  Bro.  Donnelly 
Fisher,  Chairman.  In  this  we  are  pleased  to  find  Alabama  for 
1894  fully  and  pleasantly  noticed. 

The  printing  of  the  ritual  prevails  -here,  but  whether  this  in- 
cludes the  esoteric  work  of  the  Lodge  or  not,  we  have  no  way  of 
finding  out. 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  called  on  to  mourn  the  death  of  its 
M.  •.  W.  •.  G.  •.  M.  •.  M.  •.  W.  •.  Sir  Robert  Duff,  and  we  take  this 
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bank  and  secnrities  over  $231,000  for  its  support  and  enlarge- 
ment." 

Among  other  things  a  fund  is  being  accumulated  by  small 
limited  donations  to  enable  the  Trustees  to  donate  to  every 
worthy  girl  when  leaving  the  Home  a  small  sum,  wherewith  to 
make  a  start  in  the  world. 

For  your  information,  brethren,  we  give  you  two  extracts 
from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  applications  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili 
and  that  of  San  Domingo,  for  recognition  and  exchange  of  repre- 
sentatives : 

'•Your  Committee  report  that  it  is  the  settled  policy  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  to  decline  a  recognition  and  exchange  of  represen- 
tatives with  any  but  independent  Grand  Lodges  of  Symbolic 
Masonrj',  wholly  independent  of  and  not  under  the  control  of 
any  other  body  of  Freemasonry,  whether  of  the  York  or  Scottish 
Rite." 

'^Resolvedy  That  we  fully  recognize  the  legitimacy  of  Master 
Masons  made  in  Lodges  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite  in  countries  where 
that  is  the  dominant  Rite,  and  welcome  them  to  the  right  of 
visitation  and  aiUliation  under  the  usual  Masonic  restrictions, 
the  same  cs  if  made  in  Lodges  of  our  obedience,  those  of  .the 
obedience  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  alone  excepted." 

John  Stewart,  New  York,  G.  M. 

E.  M.  L.  Ehlers,  New  York,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  made  by  Bro.  J.  B. 
Anthony,  P.  *.  G. '.  M.  *.,  and  is  characterized  by  the  same  study 
and  discrimination  as  its  predecessors.  Alabama  for  1895  is 
therein  found,  and  courteously  and  fraternally  treated. 

He  thinks  Grand  Master  Harrison's  ruling,  No.  18,  "rather 
elastic,  and  a  general  fourth  of  July  celebration  too  indefinite 
for  a  decision  in  law."  He  also  thinks  "the  value  of  this  work 
(the  Grand  Lodge  Registry  now  being  compiled  by  Bro.  Dingley) 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  in  the  years  to  come." 

As  we  are  desirous  of  letting  you,  my  brethren,  learn  some- 
thing of  our  brethren  of  the  European  nations  more  than  you 
perhaps  already  know,  we  copy  a  concise  translation  of  the  pro- 
ceeclings  had  at  the  Masonic  Congress  held  at  Antwerp,  Belgium, 
June,  1894,  as  given  in  this  Report,  and  not  to  trespass  too  much 
on  our  space  we  forego  much  else  of  interest : 


°^nd  r^„^"*fe  of  , 
»  "''''•  ooi"""""" 


APPENDIX.  178 

peace  of  the  world  by  a  general  disarmament,  the  establishment 
of  courts  of  arbitration,  as  well  as  the  solution  of  the  social 
question  by  the  reconciliation  of  all  classes  and  the  abrogation  of 
all  privileges. 

"The  Lodge,  'Les  Amis  Philanthropes.'  of  Brussels,  replies: 
The  common  object  of  Freemasonry  is  that,  pervaded  with  en- 
thusiasm for  morality,  justice,  equality,  liberty,  and  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  others,  we  should  strive  to  procure  to  the  whole 
human  race  the  highest  degree  of  moral  and  physical  well-being. 
Besides,  it  is  our  duty  to  occupy  ourselves  with  whatever  con- 
cerns mankind,  and  to  discover  and  employ  the  means  which, 
according  to  time  and  place,  will  promote  its  welfare. 

'  'Bro.  Le  Clement  de  Saint  Marcq,  Master  of  a  Lodge  at  Ant- 
werp, finds  that  the  customs  and  ideas  differ  according  to  the 
manners  and  morals  of  the  different  countries;  but  that  the  es- 
sence of  Freemasonry  is  everywhere  the  same.  This  essence 
consists  in  what  they  all  have  in  common:  the  ceremonies  and 
the  Ritual.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  observe  the  effect  which 
these  ceremonies  produce  within  ourselves.  He  arrives  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  aim  of  Freemasonry  is  the  moral  perfection 
of  its  members,  and  that  this  perfection  is  acquired,  in  contra- 
distinction to  the  struggle  for  selfish  ends,  by  the  struggle  to 
overcome  wickedness.  When  the  Church  pursues  the  same  aim, 
it  is  not  done  with  the  same  purity  as  in  Freemasonry.  We  must 
correct  the  bad  dispositions  not  so  much  in  others  as  rather  in 
ourselves. 

"The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Eclectic  Union:  Freemasonry,  hav- 
ing its  origin  in  the  United  Old  Building  Corporations,  aims,  in 
a  symbolic  form  derived  from  their  customs,  on  the  ground  of 
perfect  equality,  at  the  moral  ennoblement  of  man,  and*  has  for 
its  highest  object  the  promotion  of  human  happiness  in  brotherly 
union. 

"The  Supreme  Council  of  San  Domingo:  Freemasonry  assumes 
that  man  is  bom  free,  responsible  for  his  actions,  and  capable  of 
perfecting  himself  in  science  and  morals.  It  is  its  aim  to  render 
social  life  everywhere  more  agreeable,  more  just  and  brotherly, 
and  thereby  to  become  the  promoter  of  civilization.  To  obtain 
this  end  it  tries  to  act  upon  the  individual:  it  endeavors  to  lessen 
selfishness  and  to  strengthen  self-denial.  Freemasonry,  above 
all,  should  teach  respect  for  law,  hatred  to  tyranny,  love  of 
peace,  humanity  toward  the  weak  and  unfortunate,  tolerance, 
harmony,  and  mutual  benevolence.     Though  it  receives  into  its 
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ranks  men  of  all  systemH,  of  all  nations,  and  of  every  condition 
of  life,  yet  it  does  not  exert  any  inflnence  npon  its  voUaies  as  to 
their  religions,  philosoi^hical,  or  political  opinions.  It  works  by 
(IcK'trine  and  example  at  the  perfection  of  the  individaal  for  the 
perftH;tiou  of  society,  and  at  the  perfection  of  the  society  for  the 
l)erfection  of  the  individual.  Its  symbols,  its  ritnalistie  forms. 
and  the  se<;recy  with  which  it  surronnds  itself,  are  bnt  themeaiu 
to  draw  close  toj^ether  its  members,  and  to  secnre  liberty  of 
thought  and  speech. 

•*Bro.  Biny,  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Spain,  imports  that  his 
(rrand  Lodge  had  submitted  the  four  questions  to  its  constituent 
Lodges,  three  hundred  in  numl)er,  for  deliberation,  and  that  the 
majority  had  returned  answers,  which  he  conipribed  in  the  fol- 
lowing wonls:  'The  aim  which  Freemasons  pnrsne  is  nintnal 
instruction  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  others,  and  nintnal  asiiitft- 
ance  for  thepuri>f>se  of  growing  strong  and  of  being  able  to  serve 
mankind.* 

•'Bro.  Ivan  Bosanyi.  the  delegate  of  the  Symbolic  Grand  Lodge 
of  Hungary,  compares  the  similarity  of  our  sentences,  symbols. 
and  signs  with  the  style  in  which  several  of  onrhonses  have  been 
1  juilt,  without  having  the  same  interior  arrangements.  Onr  sym- 
hr)lism,  however  great  its  importance,  does  not  express  the  idea 
of  our  union:  and  the  exterior  signs,  which  by  their  fceneral  nse 
are  apt  to  unite  us.  are  <^ften.  unfortunately,  by  petty  differences 
tlie  occasion  of  loosening  the  ties  by  which  we  are  bound  to- 
^'«*ther.  Our  i>rinciples  are  undoubtwlly  lieantifnl  and  sublime. 
Hut  what  are  these  principles?  They  are  simply  the  rules  which 
Tlie  moral  world  has  established;  the  rules  of  conduct  to  which 
«'very  man  in  social  life  submits-  -A'hich  have  the  same  value  in 
civil  life  as  in  the  Lcxlge.  To  lalM)r  for  moral  self -improvement: 
to  sulMlue  the  animal  in  man;  to  love  one's  neighlxir;  to  do  good: 
in  a  word,  to  practi<'e  the  general  virtues.  This  all  religions 
tcju-h.  from  (,'onfucius  to  Moses,  from  Jesus  and  Mohammed  to 
Luther  and  Calvin.  And  when  we  know,  by  history  and  experi- 
ence, that,  notwithstanding  this  harmony  of  their  moral  basis. 
the  flilTerent  religions  or.  rather,  their  adherents,  are  in  hostility 
iirraynl  against  each  other,  and  that  their  fanaticism  is  still  at 
tiu'  ]»res«^nt  day  the  can  si*  of  the  bitterest  estrangement  in  the 
Im)si)iii  of  society,  then  wi>  must  a(*knowle<lge  that  the  fault  is 
I<>>s  to  be  found  in  the  religions  themselves  than  in  the  fanati- 
cism of  thos<>  whos«>  calling  it  is  to  represent  them;  in  intolerance. 
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in  the  unbridled  desire  to  usurp  power,  and  in  the  constant 
machinations  of  the  priesthood  of  every  belief. 

'  'The  speaker  now  comes  to  the  question  whether  it  was  neces- 
sary- to  fonnd  the  Masonic  Fraternity  in  order  to  obtain  by  this 
union  the  common  aim  of  all  religions.  When  a  certain  object  is 
to  be  accomplished,  be  it  for  humanity  at  large,  be  it  in  a  certain 
community,  we  know  by  daily  experience  that  arrangements 
and  profane  combinations  are  easily  and  successfully  made  when 
the  need  of  such  an  undertaking  is  sensibly  felt,  and  that  they 
disappear  again  as  soon  as  the  end  has  been  obtained.  Neither 
a  general  moral  law  nor  any  particular  object  explain  the  exist- 
ence of  our  Society.  But  why  does  it  then  continue  to  exist? 
Since  its  foundation  it  has  steadily  kept  on  increasing,  and  this 
fact  by  itself  is  suflScient  to  prove  its  usefulness,  its  necessity. 

"Bro.  Lessing,  the  profound  thinker,  said:  'Freemasonry  is 
nothing  arbitrary,  nothing  dispensable,  but  something  necessary , 
deriving  its  existence  from  the  very  nature  of  man.  from  the 
very  condition  of  the  human  society.* 

**And  from  a  splendid  array  of  facts— how  Freemasonry  fonnd 
a  home  with  all  nations,  with  half-savage  people  as  well  as  with 
those  marching  at  the  head  of  advanced  civilization,  how  it  is 
differently  cultivated  not  only  with  respect  to  customs  and 
rituals  but  also  to  its  innermost  essence— the  orator  draws  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  idle  to  define  the  essence  and  object  of  Free- 
masonry. It  is  nothing  positive,  is  no  institution  having  a 
definite  aim,  but  something  negative,  the  object  of  which  did 
not  pre-exist  to  its  foundation,  but  which  it  lx)re  in  germ  and 
formulated  in  various  ways  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
influences  bearing  on  its  different  working  establishments. 

"Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  field  of  its  activity  is  so  vast  that  its 
labors  will  never  come  to  an  end  as  long  as  men  exist. 

"To  mention  only  one  point,  with  how  many  imperfections  do 
the  political  organizations  of  nations  abound,  which  have  for 
their  object  the  welfare  of  the  people?  When  our  political 
institutions  divide  men.  created  in  the  image  of  God,  with  re- 
spect to  their  language,  color,  and  religion,  do  they  ever  bestow 
much  care  upon  their  spiritual  and  moral  improvement?  Do 
not  the  sad  consequences  resulting  from  the  distinction  of 
classes,  existing  in  all  nations,  open  up  to  Masonic  labor  an 
unlimited  field  for  action?  Even  the  idea  of  the  equality  of 
men,  the  conception  of  their  dignity,  a«j  well  as  the  bestiality  of 


iH 


\ 


i. 


"All     ideal 

fraternity — are  , 

religion    they  h. 

man;  of  their  ad 

"Let  ns  not  loo> 


plan  of  operations  i 
onr  actions;  letnBb 
propulsive  forces  ol 
against  evil  in  ererj 
the  bnlwarfes  that 
opposes  the  spirit  of 
supers  titi  on.     Armed 
ment.  let  ns  attack  th 
in  this  way  will  we  a; 

'Bro.  Deqnaire-Ott 
Orient  of  France.  H 
which  did  not  eaaen 
Bodies,  wnnld  by  itsel 
touched  upon  the  gen 
aim  of  which  was  ere 
consisting  only  in  th 
fore,  no  fault  with  tb 
practice  of  a  grand  cb 
with  the  German  br 
means  of  t>">  - 


irifi^-   ^T"  r""7^"ii 


APPENDIX.  182 

opposite  opinion :  not  that  it  wonld  tnm  the  Lodges  into  elec- 
tioneering committees,  but  it  believes  that  in  France  it  would 
deprive  the  public  welfare  of  an  important  factor  if  it  did  not 
associate  with  the  Masonic  ideal  an  ideal  form  of  government, 
for  the  realization  of  which  its  perpetual  propaganda  constantly 
labors.  It  rejects  the  idea  that  every  Masonic  body  should  and 
must  pursue  the  same  course  of  activity.  In  France  the  Masonic 
idea  is  closely  connected  with  the  Revolution  of  1789  and  1792. 
French  Freemasonry  has  made  the  revolution  of  all  nations;  for 
France  it  made  the  Republic;  and  it  believes  it  necessary  to  act 
upon  public  opinion  and  through  public  opinion  upon  the  gov- 
ernment, thereby  advancing  the  Masonic  programme  of  the 
whole  world.  Different  is  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Orient 
respecting  dogmatic  (religious)  activity.  Although  Freemasonry 
is  no  religion,  yet  many  brethren  are  obligated  to  a  belief  in  God 
and  immortality  in  the  supposition  that  this  minimum  of  religion 
is  indispensable  as  a  moral  basis  for  the  attainment  of  the 
Masonic  ideal  and  the  strengthening  of  the  bonds  of  the  old 
Fraternity.  Without  determining  the  value  of  dogmatic 
activity  for  this  or  that  country,  without  being  a  jxartisan  either 
for  or  against  a  belief  in  God  and  immortality,  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France  holds  that  it  is  not  the  province  of  Freemasonry  to 
solve  these  problems. 

"It  rather  accords  to  its  members  in  this  respect  full  latitude 
and  keeps  its  signs  open  to  the  theist  as  well  as  the  atheist, 
since  Freemasonry  has  nothing  to  do  with  these  questions;  and 
for  religious  reasons  no  fellow-combatant  should  be  rejected. 
The  Grand  Orient  feels  sorry  that  on  this  point  it  has  been  much 
misunderstood.  It  has  no  intention  to  impose  its  opinions  upon 
others,  but  it  also  claims  the  right  to  form  its  own  views.  When 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France  takes  an  advanced  position,  it  is  in 
the  consciousness  of  its  vocation  to  act  as  the  vanguard;  it  does 
not  refuse  to  labor  in  behalf  of  the  common  aim ;  but  the  unity 
gained  by  a  slight  side-movement  appears  to  it  by  far  more 
advantageous  than  that  which  is  obtained  by  an  apostolic  creed 
imposed  upon  the  world. 

"The  National  Grand  Lodge  of  Spain  finds  the  object  of  Free, 
masonry  in  a  peaceable  and  progressive  perfection  of  the  human 
race,  leading  to  liberty  of  thought,  ecjual  rights,  and  the  brother- 
hood of  mankind. 

"Bro.  Pierre  Tempels,  in  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Council  of 
Belgium,  delivered  an  extended,  well-elaborated  discourse  in 
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which  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  aim  of  FT*^iuA**Uf^ 
should  be  to  practice  mutual  tolerance  and  to  cause  this  U'l^r- 
ance  to  i)redoniinate  in  all  reli;;ious  and  po]itic*a]  coiitroversie-i, 
and  thus  to  i)roinotc  thn  spiritual  and  social  i>ro^arre88  of  hnuianitr 
He  thinks  that  a  union  on  this  >»asi8  ia  th^  snbliuiest  WK-ia) 
creation,  which  is  sure  of  tlie  accomplishment  of  its  ends. 

•Bro.  Lieftink,  of  tlu*  (Irand  ()ri(ait  of  the  Netherlauds.  sai«i 
tliat  the  aim  of  Freemasonry    was    well    nuderstoo«1    Jjefore  the 
IJrethren  had  assembled  at  this  C-onferemre:  but  in  the  disi^nssioD 
of  the  (piestion  it  was  found   that    the    object  aimeil  at  was  nuc 
near  enoui^h  approached.     Mutual    instruction     was   n€»cessar>' 
Freemasonry  is  a  relij^ion.  but  has  nothinjif  in  common  with  that 
childish  play  called  in   profane  lifr  religion:  for  it    is  a  sublime 
subject  that  flows  from  llu^  heart  and  captivates  the  minii.  Frw- 
masonrv  is  revealed  bv  no  doiirma. 

Bro.  Goblet  d'Alviella.  of  tho  Su]»reme  ('ouucil    of  Belginiu. 
replies  to  those  asking  wliat  the  aim   of  Freemasonry  is:     Come 
to  our  Lodufcs  and  see.     When  no  precise  definition  can  lie  ^pv- 
en.  its  influence  will  be  felt  and  you  will  become  pervaded  by  it. 
He  himself  asks  tor  no  political  ])latform   nor  any  religions  do^:- 
ma,  but  deman<ls  tolerance,  liberty  and  brotherhcKHi.    Frtnn  this. 
liowever.  should  not  biMuferred  that   Freennisonry  ex  chides  re- 
liirious  and  political  (luestions.     All  questions  involving?  hnnian 
interests  are  the  concern  of    Freemascmry.     Freemasonry  shall 
bi*  the  Kreat  intellectual    workini^  establishment   where  all  en r- 
reiits  of  the  ])rofane  world  meet  inorder  to  return  to  their  sonrce 
ai^^ain  in  a  purified  state:  but  the  ma.iority  shall   not   try  to  fon-e 
their  political  and  relii^ious  opinions  upon  the  minority. 

The  President.  Bro.  Houzeau.  sums  up  by  saying  that,  in  ac- 
cordatice  with  the  ojjinions  here  expressed,  the  differences  are 
iii(»re  apparent  than  real.  The  aim  of  Freemasonry  shall  l>e  the 
ninral  jierfection  of  its  members  this  is  absolutely  tme.  But  do 
we  not  divine  another  one  ])v  far  tnore  sublime?  We  often  lack 
tlie  firm  r»'solution  of  makin^Mhe  necessiiry  sacrifice  in  order  to 
subordinate  (Kir  own  in<lividual  interests  to  a  hij^her  aim.  Here 
It  is  where  we  mu.st  striv«*  to  attain  perfection,  so  that  we  may. 
^tep  ])y  step,  ♦•xert  an  enn«>blin:^  influence  upon  society.  When 
iin*n  are  better,  .society  will  also  be  more  just  than  what  it  is  to- 
dav. 
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"SECOND  DAY  OF  SESSION. 

"Bro.  P.  TempelB,  preeiding. 

"In  <in  InlcriKtlioiHU  i'cdenitwn  of  Freemnmmiy  I'oimbh:  t 

"The  Belgian  LodgeB  arrived  at  theconclnBion  that  a  union  of 
the  different  Grand  Lodges  was  not  desirable. 

"The  single  opinions  are.  that  instead  of  establishing  a  federa- 
tion. Masonic  qnestions  shonid  be  discnssed  in  perioditally  recur- 
ring congresses:  that  for  the  different  systpme  there  should  exist 
acentral  point  of  union:  that  an  international  federation  wonld 
only  be  desirable  for  the  practice  of  international  charity. 

"Bro  Moentocq  opens  the  discnssion.  He  contends  that  a  fed- 
eration is  not  only  possible,  bnt  absolately  neceHsary  for  the  fa- 
tnre  development  of  Univereal  FreeraflBonry.  He  finds  that  there 
are  three  obstacles  in  the  way  of  sufh  formation,  namely,  nation- 
al boundaries,  the  different  philosophical  views  held  by  the 
Brethren,  and  the  various  systeDis  of  Freemasonry.  He  denies 
that  these  obstacles  are  too  great  to  be  overcome,  and  demands 
an  immediate  federation.  If  not  all  Masonic  Grand  Lodges 
wonld  join  at  once,  the  remaining  wonld  soon  follow,  and  from 
an  International  Federation  would  arise  a  Universal  Masonic 
Union  of  the  World. 

"Bro.  Goebel.  of  Liege,  approves  of  the  federation,  with  the 
proviso  that  no  opinions  be  expressed  or  urged,  and  that  its  only 
object  shonid  be  to  establish  nearer  relations  between  the  sever- 
alGrand  Bodies. 

"Bro.  Lafontaine,  of  Bmseels.  demands  the  federation  in  all 
its  bearings.  If  we  are  Brethren  all  over  the  worid.  it  is  ridicn- 
lons  not  to  demonstrate  this  tacX  by  an  organization.  If  we  dif- 
fer on  the  means  to  the  end,  we  are  in  fnll  agreement  as  to  the  end 
itself,  which  is  self -ennoblement,  ennoblement  of  the  nations,  of 
the  whole  human  race.  Where  there  is  an  aim,  there  is  a  way; 
bnt  this  federation  should  not  interfere  with  the  autonomy  of 
the  Grand  Lodges. 

"Bro,  Vignier.  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  fears  that  the 
carrying  out  of  the  plan  of  a  federation  would  meet  with  many 
disappointments.  He  would  advocate  the  federation  on  tb6 
ground  that  all  Masonic  Bodies  be  represented,  not  to  make  laws, 
bnt  to  come  to  an  understanding  about  certain  points  acceptable 
to  all  and  the  adoption  of  which  would  bring  us  nearer  to  the 
Masonic  ideal. 
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"Bro.  Houzean  offered  the  motioD  that  the  Conference  of  the 
United  Freemaeons  efaould  continue  to  meet  at  stated  interrala. 
In  1806  the  brethren  might  assemble  at  Amsterdam,  in  1698  in 
Switzerland,  and  in  1000  in  f^nce.  The  motion  was  carried 
vrith  great  acclamation, 

"Bro.  P.  Tempels  enmmed  np  by  sajing  that  the  deeirabilitj 
of  closer  relations  between  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  was  gen- 
erally admitted,  and  that  ft  had  been  decided  to  continne  these 
conferences,  which,  however,  shoold  bear  only  a  deliberative 
character. 


"THIRD  DAY  C 

"Bro.  p.  Tempels  presiding. 
"Hoic  Far  Diies  tlie  Obligation  of  Wasonic  Secrecy  Extend  f 
"This  question  is  of  little  importance  to  Masons  on  this  side  of 
the  ocean,  and  I  have  therefore  considered  it  a  waste  of  time  and 
space  to  translate  particnlars,  especially  as  it  was  the  almost 
nnanimons  opinion  of  the  brethren  assembled  that  Masonic 
secrecy  had  only  reference  to  ceremonial  forms,  ritualistic  la- 
bors, customs,  and  means  of  recognition  ;  and  that  in  Catholic 
conntries,  for  obvions  reasons,  the  names  of  the  brethren  should 
be  kept  secret.  It  was  also  held  that  too  mnch  publicity  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  Freemasonry,  and  that  no  brother 
of  any  decency  would  ever  reveal  to  a  profane  world  what  had 
been  transacted  within  the  tiled  doors  of  a  Lodge. 

"FOURTH  DAY  OF  SESSION. 

"Bro.  Honzean  de  La  Haie  presiding. 

"Inlentational  Rule«  Renpecting  (he  Practice  of  Masonic  CharUg. 

"The  Belgian  Lodges  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  pro- 
fessional begging  should  be  stopped. 

"One  Lodge  holds  that  no  charity  should  be  bestowed  npon 
any  brother  who  has  neglected  to  perform  his  Masonic  duties  ; 
another,  that  assistance  should  only  be  accorded  to  him  who  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  'Annual  Pass -Word ' ;  another  recom- 
mends that  an  alphabetical  list  be  kept  of  all  those  brethren  who 
have  once  been  helped,  in  order  to  find  out  whether  any  of  them 
had  ever  been  assisted  by  another  Lodge  before. 

"The  Master  of  the  Lodge  'Anglobelge.'  at  Antwerp,  who 
spoke  in  English,  contends  that  charity  is  an  attribute  of  Free- 
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"Bro.  Jottrand,  speaking  from  a  long  experience  gained  in 
high  official  positions,  finds  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  attend 
to  vagabonds  and  to  organize  international  charity. 

"Bro.  Moentocq  advises  that  a  hotel,  as  an  asylnm,  be  desig- 
nated in  every  city  for  traveling  brethren. 

'  'Bro.  Houzean,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Belginm, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  Congress,  passes  in  review  the  several 
questions  discussed  by  the  brethren,  and  declares  that  the  result 
had  surpassed  all  his  expectations.  He  expresses  the  hope  that 
the  next  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  in  1896,  will  unite 
the  brethren  still  more  firmly  and  induce  other  Grand  Bodies  to 
join. 

"The  discourse  of  Bro.  Ivan  Bosanyi,  Grand  Orator  of  the 
Symbolics  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary,  which  contained  some 
original  ideas,  but  could  only  be  reproduced  here  in  a  fragmentary 
form,  was  received  with  much  acclamation.  Most  of  the 
speakers  were  members  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium,  whose 
statutes  do  not  prohibit  the  discussion  of  religious  and  political 
questions  in  the  Lodge.  This  circumstance  accounts  for  the 
political  coloring  of  their  speeches.  The  representative  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France  reflects,  of  course,  the  heterodoxy  of  his 
Grand  Body.  When  Bro.  Lieftink,  Grand  Orator  of  the  Orient 
of  the  Netherlands,  designates  Freemasonry  a  religion  in  com- 
parison with  which  the  religion  of  the  Churches  is  mere  child*s 
play,  we  doubt  whether  he  will  find  many  brethren  -to  indorse 
his  opinion. 

"The  Grand  Bodies  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany, 
and  of  North  America,  the  great  bulk  of  orthodox  Freemasonry, 
erected  upon  the  ground- work  of  the  'Old  Charges,'  were  not 
represented  ;  and  there  is  little  prospect  that  the  different  Grand 
Bodies,  resting  upon  different  fundamental  principles,  will  ever 
be  able  to  work  harmoniously  together.  We  will  see  what  the 
next  Congress,  to  be  held  this  year  at  Amsterdam,  will  bring 
forth.  * 

"E.  Ringer." 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  the  "Half  Yearly  Communication"  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  held  on  the  SOth  October,  1895,  only,  but  may  yet 
be  furnished  with  their  Annual  Report  ere  our  Report  must  go 
to  the  printer.     M.  *.  W.  •.  Bro.  Francis  Henry  Dillon  Bell  presi- 
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(led.  These  show  as  that  Masonry  is  still  uiaking  progress  with- 
in the  Jurisdiction,  one  more  of  the  original  Lodges  having 
s()up:ht  admission  to  the  folds  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  been  ad- 
mitted, and  one  new  Lodge  having  l^een  chartered.  Applications 
tor  Lodges  in  adjacent  islands  have  also  been  made,  bnt  on  them 
there  had  been  nq  action. 

There  appears  to  have  been  expended  within  the  preceding  six 
months  from  the  fund  of  benevolence  about  $250  for  the  relief  of 
widows  and  needy  brethren.  A  vigorous  effort  is  being  made  for 
the  establishment  of  a  "Widows' and  Orphans'  Fund/*  and  the 
credit  to  the  various  funds  was  reported  to  be  in  the  aggregate 
mueh  over  $5,000. 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  disposition  to  establish  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  a  permanent  home  as  being  more  efficient  and  econom- 
ical than  to  continue  it  peripatetic. 

Our  brethren  complain  of  the  invasion  of  their  territory  by  the 
estal)liHhment  of  a  new  Lodge  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 
and  to  avoid  the  same  in  future,  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing by  a  unanimous  vote: 

'That,  to  avoid  any  future  misapprehension,  this  Grand  Lodge 
asserts  its  Sovereign  Rights  as  the  Supreme  Masonic  Governing 
Ho<ly  in  and  for  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  and  protests  against 
any  attempt  to  invade  the  Territory  of  New  Zealand  as  being 
contrary  to  well-established  Masonic  Law." 

As  lioped,  the  abstract  of  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at 
its  Annual  Communication  (the  sixth),  held  at  Demedier,  April 
:•»«».  ]H\)i\  has  reacrhed  us.  It  also  contains  the  Proceedings  of 
^lay  M),  when  Bro.  W.  Barron,  who  had  been  elected  to  the  office 
on  April  30,  189ft,  was  installed  with  great  certmony  as  Grand 
Mast«T. 

P>om  this  we  learn  of  the  afldition  of  two  Lodges  to  the  regis- 
trr.  both  new  Lodges,  thus  running  the  number  of  Lodges 
to  lor>. 

Tliere  are  some  complaints  of  remissness  of  Secretaries  of 
Lodu't^s  in  making  returns  and  paying  dues. 

riic  Fund  of  Benevolence  reaches  now  nearly  $5,000,  and  the 
\Vi< lows'  and  Orjdians'  Fund  some  $2,3(K>. 

In  this  Abstract  is  a  list  of  Grand  Lo<lges  which  had  fraternally 
irni'ted  that  of  New  Zealand,  but  Alabama  is  not  found. 

.1    .1.  M.  Hamilton,  Christ  Church,  G.  Sec'y. 


NEW  ZEALAND— 7th  Annual,  April,  1896. 

We  have  received  the  Proceedings  of  this  young  bat  vigoToas 
BJeter  Id  time  for  this  Report.  At  oar  last  Commnnication  this 
Grand  Lodge  was  recognized  and  fraternally  greeted  by  ns.  It. 
at  that  time,  had  on  its  roll  102  Subordinates,  while  we  now  find 
itconnting  105.  Its  growth  is  steady,  notwithstanding  the  "hard 
times"  of  which  oar  brethren  complain,  and  which  for  so  many 
years  has  enveloped  onrselves  as  well  as  them.  Nevertheless, 
the  Treasurer  reports  the  following  as  the  available  cash  assets 
of  the  several  fands: 

General  Fund £   307 

Benevolence  Fnnd 944 

Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund 278 

£1.644 
or  say,  about  |7, 700. 

At  the  aame  time  we  find  that  there  has  been  expended  within 
the  six  years  of  its  existence  no  less  a  snm  than  nineteen  hundred 
dollars  in  relieving  distressed  brethren  of  various  consitutions.  a 
a  portion  to  some  of  America. 

We  are  somewhat  disappointed  at  not  finding  our  Proceedings 
for  1895  among  those  received,  but  this  will  not  occur  again. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  called  to  monm  the  death  of  a  Past  Grand 
Master  who  had  been  prominent  in  its  organization  and  incep' 

We  are  impelled  by  the  accuracy  and  conciseness  of  its  pre- 
cepts to  give  you  the  fall  text  of  the  Address  of  the  installing 
Grand  Master  to  the  Grand  Master  elect: 


F  MOST  WORSHIPFUL  INSTALLING  GRAND  MASTER. 

"Mo/ft  Worshipful  Sir.-^Before  inducting  yon  into  the  chair  1 
am  now  temporarily  occnpying.  I  will  ventnre  briefly  to  direct 
your  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  dnties  and  responsibil- 
ities yon  are  undertaking,  in  the  hope  that  my  admonitions  may 
strengthen  those  resolutions.  I  have  no  donbt  you  have  already 
formed  in  your  own  mind  that  the  powers  vested  in  you  shall 
never  be  abnsed  or  perverted.  By  immemorial  custom  and  the 
irrevocable  landmarks  of  Masonry,  yon  are  invested  as  Grand 
Master,  with  powers  and  prerogatives  well  nigh  absolute.  The 
interests  of  the  Craft  and  the  happiness  of  your  brethren  through- 
out this  Colony  are  practically  in  yonr  hands  daring  yonr  term 
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of  office.  But  the  very  consciousness  of  the  possession  of  great 
power  will  ever  incline  a  man  of  generous  mind  to  be  cautions 
and  gentle  in  its  exercise.  To  rule  has  been  the  lot  of  many,  and 
does  not  necessarily  recjuire  either  strength  of  intellei't  or  sound- 
ness of  judgment.  To  rule  well  has  lieen  the  fortune  of  but  few, 
and  may  >vell  be  the  object  of  an  honorable  ambition.  Let  me 
remind  you,  sir,  that  it  is  not  by  the  strong  arm  and  iron  will 
that  obedience  and  order,  those  first  retjuisites  of  good  govern- 
ment, are  best  secured,  but  rather  by  holding  the  key  to  the  hearts 
of  men.  It  is  not  necessarj'  in  your  case  that  I  should  rehearse 
to  yon  those  qualifications  which  are  deemed  requisite  in  one 
who  tills  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  for  we  rejoice  to  know  that 
you  liave  already  occupie<l  important  positions  in  the  ruling  of 
tlie  Craft,  and  are  no  novice  in  the  work.  I  content  myself, 
tlierefore,  with  reminding  you  that  example  is  lietter  than  pre- 
cept, and  that  it  is  exiHK'ted  that  you  will  in  your  own  ct)ndnct 
present  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  your  fellows,  by 
walking  uprightly  before  Go<l  and  man  in  your  station  in  life. 
regulating  all  your  actions  by  Masonic  nile  and  line,  and  guiding 
your  conversation,  aye,  and  your  very  thoughts,  within  the(*om- 
])ass  of  propriety. 

"Thou  must  be  true  to  thyself, 

If  thou  the  truth  wouldst  teach; 
Thy  soul  must  overflow, 

If  thou  another's  soul  would  reach — 
It  needs  the  overflow  of  heart 

To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 

Think  truly,  and  thy  thoughts 

Shall  the  world's  famine  feed; 
Speak  truly,  and  each  w^ord 

Shall  be  a  fruitful  seed; 
Live  truly,  and  thy  life 

Shall  Ije  a  great  and  holy  creed." 

I  Wi  *.  W.  Barron  was  ele<-ted  M. '.  W.  *.  Grand  Master,  and  R.  *. 
W.  .  Uro.  Rev.  Donaldson  was  made  Grand  Secretary. 

NORTH  CAROLINA     lUimi  ANNUAL.  JANUARY.  1890. 

Lodges,  290;  meml>er8,  9,r)7G;  loss  263. 

It  is  not  easy  to  detennine  the  condition  of  the  Craft  from  the 
l>u]»lislie<l  table.     But  we  learn  therefrom  that  there  were  xeport- 
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ed  9,576  active  Masons  and  1,382  non-affiliates,  within  the  Juris- 
diction. Grand  Master  F.  M.  Maye,  however,  declares  "that 
the  Order  has  enjoyed  a  reasonable  dejfree  of  prosperity,  and 
made  substantial  progress  the  past  year. "  This  seems  apparent 
when  we  learn  that — 

"Six  new  Lodges  have  been  established,  and  seven  of  the  old 
ones,  which  by  a  provision  of  law  had  forfeited  all  right  to  hold 
meetings  or  do  any  Masonic  work,  have  had  their  Charters  re- 
stored and  again  enlisted  under  our  banner. " 

He  deemed  it  advisable  to  discourage  the  organization  of  new 
Lodges,  but  preferred  to  direct  his  efforts  to  the  revival  of  old 
ones. 

He  is  averse  to  granting  Dispensations  for  conferring  the  De- 
grees out  of  the  prescribed  time,  and  thinks  this  power  should  be 
exercised  with  extreme  caution. 

He  grows  eloquent  in  behalf  of  that  noble  charity,  the  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum,  under  the  auspices  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
although  it  may  be  to  some  extent  a  burden  to  Grand  Lodge, 
yet  it  is  truly  a  noble  work.  From  the  report  of  the  Superinten- 
dent, we  find  that  the  cost  of  "clothing,  feeding  and  keeping" 
the  children,  200  in  number,  for  a  period  of  eleven  months  was 
but  $59. 17  each. 

We  close  this  notice  of  his  Address  with  this  excerpt  from  it: 

"If  in  this  life  we  would  be  faithful  to  our  trust  and  live  up  to 
the  full  measure  of  our  duty  as  Masons,  let  us  take  for  our  chart 
the  four  cardinal  virtues:  Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence  and 
Justice,  and  to  these  add  the  five  points  of  fellowship,  which 
contain  the  very  essence  of  Masonry  and  beautifully  illustrate 
the  true  doctrine  and  tenets  of  the  Order.  They  will  lead  us  in 
the  right  way  and  teach  us  the  important  duties  we  owe  one  to 
another.  They  are  the  five  golden  lamps  that  never  go  out,  but 
are  always  burning  in  our  Mystic  Temple,  gilding  with  rays  of 
dazzling  light  its  massive  pillars,  and  adding  increased  grandeur 
and  magnificence  to  its  beautiful  proportions.  They  are  the 
})right  cluster  of  stars  that  sparkle  and  shine  with  purest  light 
in  the  firmament  of  Masonry,  giving  hope  and  good  cheer  to  a 
disconsolate  Brother  in  the  darkest  night  of  adversity  and  sor- 
row. Let  us  follow  their  precepts  and  practice  their  teachings, 
and  the  beautiful  white  doves  of  friendship  and  brotherly  love 
will  come  to  our  meeting  places,  fly  through  the  windows  of  our 


193  APPENDIX. 

Lodge  rooms  and  perch  upon  onr  altars,  ivhile  all  within  will  be 
peaceful,  harmonious  and  serene." 

Francis  M.  Maye,  Wilson,  G.  M. 
John  C.  Drewry,  Raleigh,  G.  Sec  y. 

Bro.  John  A.  Collins,  who  had  been  requested  by  the  Grand 
Master  to  take  up  the  pen  dropped  by  the  hand  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  Past  Grand  Master  G.  W. 
Blount,  when  closed  by  death  only,  reported  that  he  had  found 
it  impossible  to  si>are  the  time  for  its  performance  and  apologized 
for  this  apparent  remissness.  We  are  then  left  only  to  regret  and 
hope  for  "better  luck  next  time."  Nevertheless  we  extend  our 
sympathies  to  our  Brethren  in  North  Carolina  at  this  loss  of  one 
of  their  distinguished  Past  Grand  Masters. 

NORTH  DAKOTA— 7th  Annual,  June,  18W. 

Lodges,  46;  members,  2,585;  gain,  173. 

There  were  two  lodges  organized  under  Dispensations  from 
errand  Master  William  H.  Best,  and  these  were  chartered.  Of 
the  condition  of  the  Craft  he  says: 

"Returns  from  Chartered  Lo<lges  all  in.  No  grievances  and 
appeals  so  far  reported.  An  increase  in  our  finances.  An  in- 
crease in  membership,  and  the  largest  annual  gathering  since  the 
organization  of  this  Grand  Body.  This,  brethren,  is  an  index 
to  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  and  for  which  let  us  be  tmly 
thankful." 

Yet  having  been  harassed  by  applications  for  Dispensations  to 
confer  the  Degrees  out  of  time,  the  following  is  said  by  him: 

'  It  is  truly  astonishing  how  a  man  can  live  for  twenty  to 
twenty-five  years  in  a  Masonic  community,  associates  daily  with 
the  meml>ers  of  the  Order,  admire  the  moral  teachings  of  the 
Fraternity,  and  applaud  their  acts  of  charity  and  benevolence, 
and  never  express  a  desire  to  become  or  make  application  for 
membership  until  he  has  sold  his  property  and  decided  npon 
pt-nuanent  removal  from  the  community,  when,  lo!  he  makes 
application  and  his  Masonic  friends  feel  that  his  application 
must  l>e  received,  balloted  upon,  and  the  first  and  second  degrees 
L^iven  all  in  one  evening.  Such  haste  is  inconsistent  with  the 
arrangements  of  our  esoteric  work  and  unbecoming  the  dignity 
of  our  Order." 

He  thus  closes  a  beautiful  address: 
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"I  care  not  whether  history  records  the  existence  of  Free- 
masonry previous  to  A.  D.  1717  or  not;  this  much  I  do  know, 
that  for  thousands  of  years  previous  to  this  date  there  lived  and 
prospered  a  people  capable  of  self-government,  skilled  in  all  the 
arts  and  sciences,  builders  of  temples,  synagogues  and  schools  of 
learning,  who  recognized  the  handiwork  of  the  Supreme  Archi- 
itect  of  the  Universe  in  every  particle  of  matter  on  which  they 
trod,  every  blade  of  grass  which  covered  the  field,  every  flower 
that  bloomed  and  made  fragrant  the  air  they  breathed.  Whether 
they  examined  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  the  wonders  of  the  deep, 
or  gazed  upon  a  planetary  system  and  beheld  the  wonderful 
regularity  and  velocity  of  those  bodies  through  space,  they  found 
evidences  of  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness.  Whether  we  depend 
upon  the  mythological  shadows  of  the  past  or  accept  the  light 
that  recent  history  sheds  upon  ancient  legends,  the  same  sublime 
lessons  of  Wisdom,  Hope,  Charity  and  Fellowship;  the  central- 
ization of  one  common  thought,  **The  Fatherhood  of  God  and 
the  Brotherhood  of  Man,"  have  been  handed  down  to  us  from 
generation  to  generation,  and  our  rites  and  ceremonies  cover  all 
the  moral,  social  and  spiritual  conditions  of  mankind. " 

The  Treasurer  reports  some  $2,700  on  hand,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  glories  in  the  anticipation  of  shortly  being  connected 
with  all  the  Lodges  by  telephone. 

He  speaks  of  the  preparing  of  the  Grand  Lodge  registry  of 
membership  as  a  ''labor  about  as  great  as  any  of  the  tasks  of 
Hercules  of  which  we  read  in  classic  lore.  '* 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  reported  favorably  on 
the  Wisconsin  plan,  but  Grand  Lodge  did  not  look  through  the 
same  spectacles,  but  rejected  it. 

William  T.  Perkins,  Bismarck,  G.  M. 
F.  J.  Thompson,  Fargo,  G.  Sec'y. 

We  find  no  extended  Report  on  Correspondence. 

NOVA  SCOTLA.— 13th  Annual,  June,  1896. 

Lodges,  68  ;  members,  3,276  ;  gain,  104. 

The  Grand  Secretary  thus  speaks  of  the  Craft : 

"Of  the  sixty-three  (63)  Lodges  now  existing  in  this  Jurisdic. 
tion,  fifty-six  (56)  may  be  said  to  be  numerically  and  financially 
sound,  showing  considerable  signs  of  growth  and  activity.    The 
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othfT  Beven  (7)  lUAy  be  snid  to  be  nwre  dead  than  alive  ;  as  in 
siiuic  CHS08,  KeveD  yHtrs  have  pae:<etl  without  any  iocreaiie  of 
iiii'ttilierHhiii,  and  wh«u  umkiuK  allowance  for  the  deoreaxe 
latist^  by  death  and  Himpeusjon  for  uon-twyiuent  of  dnes,  tht-re 
must  bea  dwteasp  of  Htwngtb,  mental  eueruy  and  activity,  in- 
iMi-:itiun  that  the  eiiA  in  nwir.  A  rcmwly  may  be  8nKKC>*ted  in 
iIk' more  freqoent  visitH  of  the  M.  W..  the  Qrand  Master  aad 
iithiT  prominent  Qrand  Lodge  officem.  This  wonld  tend  to  in- 
tiisc  new  life  and  awaken  fresh  interest  in  Lodges  that  are  DOw 
ill  11  i-oiuatoHP  state.  It  does  not  take  ninch  to  gradnally  kill  a 
LiKl;:e  when  no  interest  is  titken  in  its  esistenc-e  by  its  offloers 
ami  iiiembeni," 

(.)f  the  valne  of  these  Qrand  visitations  there  [»n  be  no  donbt, 
liiit  the  tnie  reason  or  a  verj'  potent  one  for  weakness  io  Lodges 
IS  I'li-Jirly  enunciated  by  the  Committee  on  Reports  of  D.  ■.  D. '. 
I  iriiiiii  Masters,  wheu  it  asserts  ; 

"tine  prreat  sonrce  of  weakness  in  many  Lodges,  is  evidently 
I  111-  l.irjTO  auionnt  of  dnes  that  are  allowed  to  remain  nncollevted 
li'iiiii  year  to  year.  This  credit  system  is  sapping  the  life  and 
I'liiTjnes  of  too  many  of  onr  LiNlgea,  and  in  this  the  Secretaries 
ai'i' themselves  more  fmineutly  at  fault,  as  it  is  obeerved  in 
ijjiiiiy  places,  the  monthly  notices  do  not  oontatn  any  note  of 
how  much  the  brothers  are  in  arreara." 

Immediately  upon  the  oiwninK  of  the  Qrand  Lodge  it  pro- 
I'r'i'dinl  to  the  Chunth  to  be  there  reminded  by  Qrand  Chaplain  of 
till'  duties  that  as  Masons  we  owe  tu  the  world,  and  especially  to 
1  lir'  brethren.    To  this  end.  we  Kud  him  saying  in  cottclDsion  ; 

' '  Brethren,  fare  ye  well.  Be  strong  in  your  attachment  to  onr 
iimIiU'  Order,  }>f.  zealous  in  advancing  its  every  interest,  be  faith- 
I'll!  to  your  obligations  and  to  one  another,  l>e  true  and  above 
r-'[>r'>ach  in  the  varied  relatiouships  of  life,  be  mindfal  of  the 
l">i>r  andof  him  whohasni)  help,  be  ever  ready  to  relieve  the 
II,  r-rly.  the  sufferer  and  the  distressed,  be  the  orphan's  staj-  and 
Till'  willow's  shield.  Deal  justly  and  lore  mercy,  and  so  'be  per- 
il i-t,  I).;  of  KOiKi  comfort,  be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace  and  the 
<  Mill  (if  love  and  puacesliall  l>ewith  yon.'    Amen." 

The  Qrand  Treasurer's  Report  shows  an  increasing  bslanc«, 
iiiii  tills  Qrand  Lodge  is  trreatly  harassed  by  the  debt  dne  on 
M;i.~iiiiic  Hall.  These  debt Fi  lire  always  a  eonree  of  verjr  great 
:iiiiin\iiii<-e  and  demonsCrnte  the  almolute  necessity  of  s 
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care  in  incnmng  them.  We  hope  that  our  Grand  Lodge  will 
wait  patiently  and  first  accamnlate  the  neceesary  funds  ere  the 
step  now  contemplated  by  her  of  erecting  a  permanent  home  be 
(X>inmeneed. 

The  D. '.  D. '.  Orand  Masters  spem  to  have  been  industrions  and 
faithfat  in  the  discharge  of  their  dnties,  yet  the  committee  on 
their  reports  haa  not  spared  the  delinquents. 

No  grievances  are  reported,  which  betokens  that  harmony  pre- 
vails, or  else  that  calm  which  precedes  dissolution.  From  the 
condition  of  the  Craft,  however,  the  first  seems  to  prevail. 

To  the  Mississippi  resolntions,  this  Qrand  Lodge  replies : 

"To  the  first  resolation  we  wonld  ttubmit  that  to  attempt  to 
ascertain  and  report  the  cause  for  which  a  petition  was  rejected, 
is  to  attempt  to  tamper  with  the  sacredness  of  the  ballot,  and 
shonld  never  be  entertained  as  Masonic.  Section  3.),  chapter  14, 
of  our  Coustitution,  is  very  binding  on  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot. 

"To  the  second  resolution  we  wonld  snbmit  that  It  embodies 
substantially  existing  practice  with  us  and  is  therefore  not  nec- 
essary. " 

It  was  determined  to  adopt  a  traveling  card  similar  to  that 
nsed  by  Grand  Lod^e  of  Massac  hnsetts.  Also  to  "afBliate  with 
the  Oeneral  Relief  Masonic  Association  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada." 

Wm.  F.  MacCoy,  Halifas.  G.  M. 

Wm.  Rosa,  Halifax,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  nnited  e&ort  of  the  <'>om- 
mittee.  B.*.  W.'.  Bro.  Thomas  B.  Flint,  Chairman.  W.\  Bro. 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Willets  reviewed  most  fully  onr  Proceedings  for 
1894,  liberally  quoting  from  the  Address  of  Grand  Master  Pettns, 
and  most  approvingly  of  that  x>ortion  which  spoke  of  the  im- 
portance of  constant  attendance  on  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives sent  to  it. 

Onr  brethren  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  will  read  the  report,  will 
arise  from  it  with  a  very  complete  knowledge  of  what  sister 
Grand  Lodges  are  doing  and  of  the  general  condition  of  the 
Order. 
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OHIO— 86th  Annual.  Ootobek,  1895. 

UxlKeB,  u<U;  menibera,  3S,1I0<J;  gain,  l.(Kio. 

DiKpeDHatioiiB  were  ituined  for  five  new  Lodges  during  ths  yeu, 
:ind  to  them  Charters  were  Kranted  »t  this  iximmnnicatiOD. 

lu  this  oonnection  Ornnd  Master  C.  F.  Clapp  safB:  "We  meet 
iiKain  under  th«'  most  favorable  couditionH."  and  Bro.  J.  H. 
Bromwell,  Urand  Secretary,  adda  that — 

"In  apiteof  the  fact  that  bnsineeahaHbeen  depreaeed  below  fta 
normal  condition  durin);  the  past  year,  the  memberahip  in  this 
Jiiriediction  has  shown  a  healthy  Increase,  and  onr  flnancial 
(condition  is  better  than  in  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of 
thi^  Qrand  Lodge." 

This  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  divided  into  a  convenient  oamber 
r>f  districts,  for  each  of  which  is  appointed  a  Lecturer,  and  aa 
thi*  ritnal  is,  or  can  be,  in  the  hands  of  every  Worshipful  Master, 
the  Qrand  Master  utters  the  following  excellent  advice,  which 
iJiiKht  be  heeded  with  great  advantage: 

"I  advised  that  the  Lectnrer  spend  more  of  hin  time  in  teacb- 
inK  tiie  symbolisni  of  Freeiuasonrj'.  Blue  Lodge,  or  Symbolic 
Miisonry,  is  bui1de<l  of  symbols.  Its  beauty  and  ita  grandeor 
cim  only  Ite  appreciated  or  comprehended  by  a  complete  analysis 
iiud  fnll  understanding  of  its  component  parts.  The  true  aenti- 
ineut  and  purpose  of  Ancient  Freemasonry  can  only  be  unfolded 
imd  properly  interpreted  in  symbols;  and  without  thia  inteipre- 
tiitiou  and  explanation  t,'iveu  and  taught  in  its  purity,  the  young 
initiate  is  deprived  of  those  valuable  lessons  that  enthuse  him 
with  desire  for  a  better  life— that  emotion  which  leads  him  to  a 
higher  plane  of  action,  and  reveals  to  him  new  and  better 
thoughts.  We  can  only  become  successful  teachers  of  Sfaaonry 
us  we  become  proficients  in  symbolism." 

He  also  required  them  to  report  on  proper  blanks  fnmiahed  to 
i]»']ii  most  fully  as  to  the  condition  of  the  several  Lodges.  Thia 
will  doubtless  stimulate  the  several  Lodges  to  conducting  their 
airiiirH  on  busineHS  principles,  and  will  tend  to  a  great  improve- 
iiii'iit  in  their  Knant^es.  As  the  Lecturer  is  required  to  read  tbeae 
M'pciTtsto  the  Lodges  visited  before  leaving  it.  that  any  erron 
tiiiiy  lie  correded.  the  Grand  Master  declares  that  "seveval 
l.iidgfB,  realizing  thfir  unsafe  financial  condition  after  their 
iii-pn-tiwii,  have  grently  re<bii-ed  the  items  of  unpaid  duea."  and 
I'i'i'li  (itliiTwise  lM>uufitl>'l. 
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In  the  opening  of  bie  address  we  find  the  following  IsngnAge 
"I  beseech  you  not  to  abandon  the  well-trodden  paths  of  onr 
forefathers  for  new  and  nntried  ways,  bnt  to  adhere  to  onr 
ancient  ceremonies,  landmarks  and  cnstoms  which  distingninb 
us  from  all  other  societies,"  and  when  speaking  of  the  Bitnal, 
he  uses  this  langnage: 

"I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that,  when  the  proper  time  comes, 
the  Ritnals  ehonld  be  taken  np,  and  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
relieved  of  the  criticisms  that  are  being  made  npon  this  subject 
by  other  Grand  Jarisdictions.  Althongh  favoring  its  publica- 
tion at  the  time,  becanse  it  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  in  order  to 
secure  uniformity  of  work,  still  1  mnat  admit  that  it  has  caaeed 
some  regrets  since  that  snch  an  innoTation  to  the  original  plane 
of  Masonry  should  have  been  tolerated;  for  it  opened  wide  the 
gates  to  the  admission  of  almost  any  of  the  so-called  modem 
improvements.  The  sooner  we  retrace  onr  steps,  and  then  follow 
the  footprints  of  onr  forefathers,  the  better  it  will  be  for  Free- 
masonr}'  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

We  welcome  yon.  Bro,  Clapp.     "Better  late  than  never." 

He  announced  the  retnm  of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Tennessee  to  resume  friendly  relations,  and  this  was 
anauimonsly  hailed  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  Thns  ends  this  un- 
fortunate estrangement,  which  will  give  all  of  as  no  little  pleas- 

We  are  pleased  with  the  following,  for  we  have  learned  that 
the  better  Masonically  edncated  a  Mason  is,  the  better  Mason  he 
makes,  and  consequently  the  better  man  in  all  the  relations  of 
life. 

The  Masonic  Home  in  this  State  is  now  completed,  and  was 
dedicated  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  commnnication.  At  clos- 
ing the  report  of  the  ceremonies  the  Grand  Secretary  says: 

"And  thus  was  dedicated  by  the  Craft  of  Ohio,  a  Masonic 
Home  for  the  helpless  Brethren  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
deceased  Brethren  in  this  Jurisdiction — a  monument  to  the 
noble  tenets  of  our  profession,  and  an  incentive  to  practice 
Brotherly  Love  and  Relief." 

Grand  Master  recommended  that  it  be  made  obligatory  on  the 
Lodges  to  "post  and  instmct  their  candidates  in  the  Master 
Mason  degree  work  lecture,"  requiring  an  examination  as  in  the 
preceding  degrees.     This  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 


193  APPENDIX. 

We  hnve  found  nothiiigc  of  more  moment  to  LodRee  than  whitt 
wp  extract  and  give  l)fluw.  and  aa  a  Rimilar  rondition  of  thinjpt 
cxistH  In  Alabama,  we  wish  that  it  may  be  read  and  tfaen  heeded 

"Thf  LodgeH  in  thiH  Jurisdiction  that  are  andertakinf;  to  exist 
withimt  enfflrient  fnnds  for  neceHaarj'  expennes,  charity,  and 
scK'ial  pnrpones.  are.  hu  to  xix-ali.  a  fuilare.  I  aw  oonvint-ed. 
after  carefnl  study  of  thi-  reports  frmii  all  the  Lodi^es.  that  fnlly 
■,'■">  per  cent,  of  them  are  not  receiving  snftident  intxjuie  to  be 
l>roB))eruuH  and  henlrhy.  and,  fnrtheruiore,  tbat  ther  are  not 
inclined  of  theuiwlveH  to  improve  their  condition  in  thia  reapect. 
Two  hnndred  and  twenty-five  LodgeH  have  by-laws  charging 
their  mem1>en<  dues  of  ^-1  and  letu;  and  thirty  Lodgeit  have  an- 
imal dne«  of  only  :fl ;  and  Mouie  eharn?  even  a  less  amonot." 

For  how  I'lUi  there  he  imy  ineiiiiH  on  hand  to  relieve  distrew 
when  the  revenue  of  »  Loilf;e  ia  only  anfllcient  for  the  cnrrent 
fxiienaesl!  And  are  we  not  tiild  that  when  one  was  made,  he  waa 
n-iinir<>d  not  only  to  chiirter  the  Lodge,  but  to  make  a  deposit  for 
the  ejtercixe  of  chiirityi    (See  Old  KeR.) 

Wn  notice  that  at  thia  Coniuiuuicatiuu  the  opportunity  waa 
tjiken  to  present  a  Past  (4rand  HiKh  Priext  with  a  Jewel. 

The  pri'sidiuK  Grand  Maxtcr  C:inpp,  thouKh  re-electe<l  almoMt 
uunniuiiinely,  declined  the  honor,  liecanse  he  thought  that  "with 
ii  <>n«  yoar  term  eHtabliHhi'd,  it  would  brinj;  to  the  front  DUiny 
1-iiniiH^tontMa.ionii,  whootherwiw  miffht  remain  coinpar»tively 
unknown,  and  thereby  ^ive  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  benefit  of 
their  brain  and  thought." 

William  B.  Meliah,  ttncinnati.  G.  M. 

J.  II.  BroMiwell,  Oiiidnnati,  G.  Sec'y. 

itrii.  Wm.  M.  Cnnningham,  Pniit  Grand  Mmter.  again  made 
flu-  Report  on  CV)rrenponden(*  in  hit*  usual  thorough,  conrteona, 
ttraiw^fnl  and  erudite  tityle,  emlirHoing  Alabama  for  l>*tt4  in  it. 
I  )nr  Gruthtir  is  a  con«-r\-iitive  and  painstaking  student  of  Uutm- 
ry.  who  not  only  haK  the  inclination,  but  the  time,  me«n>  and 
iiliility  to  pnrane  it. 

Tie  Miieaks  of  the  Adilrews  of  Grand  MaKter  Pettna  as  an  "inter 
I'sl  jng  MaHonic  pajht"  nnd  iinoteK  from  it  approvingly. 

We  had  marked  miieb  in  this  M-holar1y  Report,  but  upon 
n-iiding  his  conclusion,  we  almndoned  them  that  we  might  qnote 
ill  full  what  he  Kiiy!<  iihont  the  antiquity  of  Haaoniy,  that  we 
inifiht  not  devote  too  much  of  onr^iiace  to  but  this  one: 
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■'In  relation  to  the  antiquity  of  Freeniasonrj-,  it  is  now  conce- 
ded, by  all  Masonic  writers  of  note,  that  its  principles  and  teach- 
ings antedate  either  the  temple  of  Solomon  or  its  Tyrian  dissem- 
inators, whilst  the  researchesand  discoveries  of  Masonic  students 
aiw  from  time  to  time  hrinKinR  to  light  corroborative  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  Lodgea  of  Free  Miutons,  in  which  more  than 
one  Degree  wae  conferred,  long  before  1717. 

"In  this  connection  the  researches  of  Bro,  Edward Conder,  Jr.. 
as  noted  in  his  History  of  the  Guild  of  the  'Masons  Company  of 
Loudon.'  and  his  discovery  of  the  existence,  so  long  denied, 
within  that  body  of  a  regular  Lodge  of  Free  Masons  before  IdSl. 
mentioned  herein  nnder  the  head  of  Colorado,  is  to  the  Masonic 
etndent  one  of  the  most  important  discoveries  made  in  Masonic 
research,  and,  if  the  limit  ut  this  Report  permitted,  copiona  qno- 
tations  from  the  History  of  Bro.  Conder  would  be  of  much  inter- 
est, and  show  to  the  Masonic  reader  the  zealone  labors  of  that 
eniinent  Brother. 

"In  theopinion  of  the  writer,  many  of  the  vexed  qnestions  re- 
latini;  to  Masonic  History  niay  be  fnlly  determined  in  consider- 
ing its  Symbolism. 

"That  the  Symbology  of  Freemasonry  proves  its  necessary  dn- 
ality,  and  the  existence  of  more  than  one  Degree,  wonld  seem 
evident.  Itn  fonndatjon  toing  the  operative,  and  its  Bapenttruct- 
nre  the  specttlative  or  apiritnal.  its  degrees  mnst  therefore  be  11- 
Instrative  of  end,  cause  and  effect— discreet  Degrees,  three 
in  nnmber,  and  absolutely  essential  to  existence.  And  in  their 
explanation,  as  snch,  in  connection  with  Freemasonry,  it  is  only 
necessary'torecurtothebuilding  of  the  Temple  of  King  Solomon, 
upon  every  particular  of  which  our  Ritualism  and  ceremonials, 
considered  in  both  its  oiieralive  and  speculative  character,  is 
founded.  Whilst  it  is.  doubtless,  only  necessary  to  mention  its 
connection  with  the  natural  application  of  the  practical  lessons 
of  the  Operative  taught  in  its  construction,  how  apt  and  how 
pertinent  are  the  speculative,  or  spiritual,  lessons  of  its  Symbol- 
Dgj'  in  relation  to  humanity?  Whereby  we  are  tanght  that  the 
end  of  Freemasonry  is  to  build  up  within  ourselves  a  Temple 
'not  made  with  hands,'  but  a  Temple  in  which  the  Lord  him- 
self can  dwell,  and  for  whose-  'dwelling-place'  it  is  upon  onr 
part  to  be  bailt. 

"The  canae  is  that  constant  effort  with  which  we  endeavor, 
day  by  day,  with  Divine  assistance,  to  pnt  away  the  evils  and 
vices  incident  to  the  depravity  of  hnman  nature,  and  be  thereby 
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bronght  from  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  Rymbolized  by  the  pro- 
fane, until  the  Initiate  has,  in  hib  search  after  Truth,  been 
brought  into  the  light  of  the  perfect  day:  and  in  the  attainment 
of  the  Master's  -p&Tt.  has  symbolically  laid  np,  stone  by  stone, 
the  foundation  and  superstructure  of  that  spiritual  buildfhg 
representing  the  'humble  and  contrite  heart*  in  which  the  Lord 
is  pleased  to  dwell,  and  which  in  its  occupancy  by  Him  is  the 
effect. 

"The  study  of  Syml)ology  by  the  learned  outside  of  the  Fra- 
ternity, and  their  conclusions  in  reference  to  Freemasonry, 
should  be  an  incentive  to  a  more  careful  and  earnest  study  of 
this  important  subject  by  every  Mason.  In  this  connection,  a 
very  scholarly  writer,  who,  I  presume,  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Fraternity,  has  very  truthfully  said,  in  a  recent  paper,*  that 

"  'There  is  a  distinguished  Order  of  men.  members  of  which 
are  to  be  found  in  uiost  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world. 
known  as  the  Order  of  Masons,  who  claim  to  inherit  traditions 
and  usages  of  very  ancient  time,  and  who  hold  in  especial  ven- 
eration all  that  api>ertainH  to  the  Temple  and  to  Solomon,  its 
builder. 

'"The  very  title  borne  by  this  Order  is  significant  when  we 
think  of  it.  At  first  it  might  seem  rather  an  ignoble  name  to  be 
^iven  to  a  body  of  men  among  whom  are  enrolled  princes  and 
nobles  and  dignitaries  of  all  ranks,  as  well  as  the  laborer  and 
wage -earner.  Masons!  Men  whose  business  it  is  to  hew  and 
liaul  and  lay  up  stones.  Yes,  that  is  it,  lay  up  stones;  but  stones 
in  the  Temple,  and  that  Temple  the  dwelling  place  of  the  Lord 
with  men.  The  dwelling  of  the  Divine  love  is  in  the  revealed 
truths  of  His  word.  These  are  the  stones  of  His  Temple,  and 
tliey  who  are  building  up  humanity,  in  themselves  or  in  society. 
by  procuring  and  laying  in  order  the  eternal  truths  of  Gk)d  into 
the  structure  of  human  character— they  are  the  true  Masons,  the 
trne  Temple-builders.  It  is  doubtless  for  this  reason— a  reason, 
whether  dearly  or  only  dimly  seen,  yet  surely  felt  by  Masonii — 
tliat  they  have  no  shame  in  this  humble  name  of  their  Order;  for 
they  know  that  there  is  no  calling  more  worthy  of  man,  more 
no])1e  and  godlike,  than  that  of  laying  up  stones  in  human 
<')iaracter,  or  that  human  building  which  shall  make  each  man 
himself  to  l)e  a  Temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

"  'How  far  the  Order  of  Masons  understand  the  trae  interior 
or  spiritual  meaning  of  the  Imilding  of  the  Temple,  or  of  what 
\v(>  may  call  spiritual  Masonr}',  I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing. 
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That  they  do  recogniie  eome  profonnd,  even  Divine  and  bidden, 
significance  iu  this  part  of  the  saored  bietory,  I  have  no  doobt; 
nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  the  presence  of  a  kind  of  Divine  and 
heavenly  power  in  their  veneration  for  their  ancient  BymboU  is 
an  element  of  atreuf^h  among  them,  making  their  Order  a  re- 
ligions one  almost  without  their  knowing  it.  But  the  profonnd 
and  nnspeakably  holy  meaning  of  this  vast  Divine  symbol,  the 
Temple  and  its  bnildiog.  can  only  be  tmly  appreciated  when 
viewed  from  a  knowledge  of  the  spiritual  meaning  of  the  word 
throughout,  and  especially  from  the  great  truth  that  the  glorifi- 
cation of  the  humanity  of  Christ  is  the  gradual  progress  of  His 
being  made  Divine  and  one  with  the  Father,  so  that  in  Him 
dwells  for  evermore  "all  the  fnllnesaof  the  Godhead  bodily.'' 
It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  word  of  Clod,  both  in  the  New  and  the 
Old  Testament,  has  but  one  theme,  and  that  is  Christ  the  Lord. 
It  is  in  this  sense  that  Jesns  himself  said,  '  'Before  Abrahani  was 
I  am."  and.  "Had  ye  believed  Moses,  ye  wonid  have  believed  me; 
for  he  wrote  of  me. "  And  so  the  Temple  is  older  than  Solomon, 
for  it  goes  back  to  the  time  when  God  would  first,  by  means  of 
His  revealed  truth,  constmct  a  tabernacle  for  Himself  in  a 
human  heart. 

' '  'And  now  it  only  remains  for  ns  to  remember  that  our  Lord's 
glorification  of  His  humanity,  which  is  the  building  of  the 
Divine  Temple  of  His  glorified  body,  is,  like  the  tabernacle  re- 
vealed in  the  mount,  only  the  pattern  of  the  regeneration  of 
every  hninan  soul,  and  we  see  at  ouce  how  eminently  practical 
and  spiritually  helpful  is  this  study  of  the  Divine  meaning  of  the 
building  of  the  Temple. ' " 

•Eev,  Frank  Sewall.  of  Washington,  D.  C,  May,  1895. 

0KLAH0MA-4TH  Annual,  February.  1896. 


Lodges,  27:  members.  1,08.5;  gain,  157. 

Dispensations  were  issued  for  five  new  Lodges,  and  these  re- 
ceived fharten*  at  this  com mnni cation. 

Grand  Master  Chas.  A.  Newman  speaks  very  enconragingly  of 
the  state  of  the  Craft  and  of  the  pleasant  feelings  exhibited 
by  it. 

He.  however,  deplores  the  inattention  of  the  Masters  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws,  and  attributes  the  most  of  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  Grand  Master  to  this  fact. 


The  papers  111  tut?  c<»o^  v/*.  «,  ^ — „^  __ 
having  made  claim  unsuccesHfnlly  upon  a  Lodge  of  Misi 
the  amount  expended  for  a  aick  brother  of  that  Lodge 
the  intervention  of  the  Orand  Lodge,  were  submitted 
ferred,  and  the  Committee  properly  made  the  following 

"Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage  beg  lea 
port  that  we  have  investigated  the  matter  referred  to  as  ( 
2  of  the  address  of  the  M.  •.  W. '.  Grand  Master,  and  we  a: 
opinion  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  no  jurisdiction  to  r 
Lodge  of  a  Sister  Jurisdiction  to  refund  or  reimburse  1 
ordinate  Lodge  for  moneys  expended  by  it  to  relieve  the 
of  a  member  of  the  first  mentioned  Lodge,  unless  the  e 
been  first  requested  or  authorized  by  said  Lodge.     In  th 
is  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  Pawnee  Lodge  No.  17  t 
cared  for  the  necessities  of  a  Brother  Master  Mason 
standing,  at  large  expense  to  their  Lodge,  and  the  ii 
members  thereof,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  action  of 
Lodge  No.  530,  of   Ritchie,  Missouri,  in  suspending 
Brother  for  non-payment  of  dues,  after  they  were  advis 
disability,  was,  to  say  the  least,  highly  reprehensible." 

Henry  Rucker,  Perry,  G.  M. 
James  S.  Hunt,  Stillwater,  G.  Sec'y. 

We  find  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  from  the  A 
the  Grand  Master  we  clip  this  in  allusion  to  such  re 
presume  this  is  the  reason  why  there  was  none.  Th 
sence  is  lost: 

"The  proc^edingsof  our  last  Communication,  togethe 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  ' 
piled  by  our  worthy  and  able  Grand  Secretary,  and  pi 
" "^ -«°/%i«fir»Tia  of  that  session. 
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and  so  lengthy  that  few  read  them.  These  reports  are  largely 
statistical  and  partake  very  largely  of  the  elements  of  a  mntnal 
admiration  society  among  the  Correspondents,  and  in  general 
are  simply  a  rehash,  year  after  year,  of  the  same  old  questions. 
I  have  examined  the  reports  of  thirty-five  Jurisdictions  and  am 
satisfied  that  at  least  one-half  the  expense  of  printing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  several  Grand  Lodges,  is  on  account  of  these  Re- 
ports (to  say  nothing  of  the  expense  of  compiling,)  which,  in  my 
judgment,  might  better  be  devoted  to  charity.  I  am  aware  that 
I  may  be  criticised  for  the  foregoing  remarks,  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  if  our  young  Grand  Lodge,  instead  of  taking  it  for  grant- 
ed that  a  report  must  be  prepared  and  printed  each  year,  would 
adopt  a  plan  of  having  a  report  prepared,  say  every  three  or  five 
years,  or  when  ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  would  be  better 
for  us  financially  and  at  the  same  time  keep  us  in  full  touch 
with  Masonry  and  other  Grand  Lodges.  Our  own  printed  pro- 
ceedings for  last  year  cost  $194.80,  of  which  about  $114.00  was 
occasioned  by  the  report  on  correspondence.  Our  report  this 
year  cost  $13B.OO,  two- thirds  of  which  was  due  to  the  report  on 
correspondence,  which,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  compiling,  is  an 
item  of  no  small  amount.  I  cannot  see  that  any  material  inter- 
est will  suffer,  if  these  reports  are  not  prepared  and  printed  until 
ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

"I  will  add,  that  I  trust  our  Worthy  Grand  Secretary  will  not 
think  I  am  casting  any  retiections  on  his  ability  as  a  correspond- 
ent. He  knows,  or  ought  to  know,  my  high  appreciation  of  him, 
both  as  an  officer  as  well  as  an  advisor. " 


OREGON— 46th  Annual,  June,  1896. 

Lodges,  108;  members,  4,874;  gain,  53. 

Of  these,  two  were  authorized  by  the  Dispensations  of  the 
Grand  Master,  Morton  D.  Clifford,  and  chartered  at  this  Com- 
munication. 

Much  attention  is  being  paid  by  this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  a  large  Benevolent  Fund,  and  we  find  that  the  Edu- 
cational Fund  consists  of  near  $80,000,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  Treasurer  holds  a  balance  of  cash  of  the  General  Fund  of 
near  $7,0(K>.  In  addition,  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  this  session,  made 
wise  provision  for  supplementing  the  charity  of  its  subordinates 
to  the   extent  of  $1,000  each  year.    This  Grand  Lodge  is  but 
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''Heftolred,  That  we  greet  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Star  in  session  with  fraternal  greetings,  and  congrai 
npon  their  prosperity,  and  wish  them  God  speed  in  tl 
of  benevolence  and  charity. 

'  *2.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolntion  be  transmitted  t 
Chapter  in  session  by  the  Grand  Secretary." 

It  also  greeted  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand 
eign  and  independent  Grand  Lodge,  and  fratemall; 
(it)  into  the  galaxy  of  Grand  Lodges. " 

A  motion  to  provide  for  examination  in  the  third  d 
one  could  be  allowed  membership  in  the  Lodge,  wi 
its  consideration  was  postponed  until  the  next  sessio 

A  unique  and  philosophical  address  was  delivered  1 
Orator,  R*.  •  W. ".  S.  M.  Yorcur,  which  proved  doul 
teresting  to  the  brethren  of  Oregon  as  it  has  to  ourse 
find  him  speaking  of  Masonry  in  the  following  ternif 

"Its  greatest  mission  is  the  promotion  of  a  kno 
Supreme  law,  and  the  practice  of  obedience  theret 
creed  is  trusting  in  God,  and  doing  His  will  toward 
men.  Whatever  changes  in  its  ritualistic  forms  oi 
may  have  been  made,  does  not  change  these  fundan: 

And  again : 

"The  perfect  preparation  in  the  forest,  or  in  the  ( 
material  for  the  temple,  so  that  no  jarring  sound  wf 
construction,  bec^onies  to  Masons  a  most  beautiful 
life  prepared  rnd  finished  on  earth,  in  obedience  tc 
of  a  Supreme  Architect,  for  a  plac«  in  that  temp 
with  hands. " 
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under  wl\p6e  loyal  devotion  it  has  grown  in  nsefnlness  as  the 
years  have  rolled  into  centuries." 

Bro.  Robert  Crowe,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corre- 
spondence, presented  the  report  embracing  a  review  of  Alabama 
for  1895.  He  applauds  the  position  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  its 
differing  with  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  decision  of  Grand  Master  Harrison  and  sustaining  the 
ruling,  but  he  thinks  Grand  Lodge  erred  in  "condoning  the  of- 
fense/* as  he  terms  it,  when  it  thought,  after  fully  hearing  all 
the  testimony,  it  should  have  voted  not  guilty  as  to  one  of  the 
Worshipful  Masters  impeached.  Our  Grand  Lodge  was  cer- 
tainly in  a  better  position  to  judge,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all 
the  facts,  than  another  with  but  a  partial  statement  before 
him. 

In  Oregon,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  following,  that  the  rule  as  to 
objection  after  election,  is  the  same  as  holds  here: 

"This  we  believe  to  be  the  rule  everywhere,  but  here  in  Ore- 
gon the  law  clothes  the  Master  Mason  with  the  right  to  object  at 
any  stage  of  the  work  without  being  questioned  as  to  his  reasons 
or  motives,  and  with  rare  exceptions  it  has  worked  well  in 
practice." 

And  under  District  of  Columbia: 

"Our  esteemed  brother  reiterates  his  exceptions  to  Bro.  More- 
land's  decision  on  the  question  of  objection  to  advancement, 
and  takes  issue  with  the  writer  in  his  remarks  on  that  question 
under  the  District  of  Columbia  last  year.  Well,  Oregon  has 
amended  her  law,  and  now  gives  an  objection  to  advancement 
the  same  effect  as  a  black  ball — no  more,  no  less." 

Lest  our  Report  exceed  our  limit,  we  must  let  this  interesting 
paper  pass  and  close. 

Phil  Metshan,  Salem,  G.  M. 

Jas.  F.  Robinson,  Eugene,  G.  Sec'y. 

PENNSYLVANIA— 1G3D  Annual,  December,  1896. 

Lodges,  418;  members,  48,472;  gain,  1,061. 

This  report  is  made  up  to  December  27,  1894.  We  have  noth- 
ing later. 

At  the  various  Quarterly  Communications  the  business  of 
Grand  Lodge  is  transacted  as  it  arises,  and  thus  all  business  can 


tributes  to   his  wortn  anu  iiiemur>    v»cic  i»»;cv,»v.v*  .,, 
brethren      Of  him  nanght  derogatory  can  l>e  found,  i 
praise  is  on  every  lip. 

On  September  7th  Grand  Master  summoned  Grand 
a438emble,  as  he  stated,  "for  the  purpose  of  exercising  1 
ative"  of  making  a  Mason  at  sight.  He  then  proceedec 
the  several  degrees  in  ample  form,  when  this  Grand  1 
closed  in  harmony. 

The  financial  condition  is  exceedingly  gratifying,  aj 
ted  by  the  several  reports  from  the  trustees  of  the  vari 
The  Finance  Committee  report  the  payment  and  cauc 
1321,000  of  the  Temple  debt,  leaving  now  but  $491,0( 
paid,  which  it  is  believed  will  very  soon  be  entirely 
At  this  Communication,  in  view  of  the  great  diminul 
debt,  the  dues  from  Lodges  were  greatly  reduced.  Oi 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  says  what  v 
low,  which  demonstrates  the  great  value  of  Masonry 
brethren  are  mindful  of  their  duties  and  practice  in 
what  is  inculcated  in  the  Lodge: 

"Our  finances  have  been  handled  so  judiciously  tha 
have  always  occupied  a  high  plane  in  financial  centre 
been  eagerly  sought  by  conservative  investors  whc 
high  class  security.  This  is  the  more  noteworthy  w! 
membered  that  no  mortgage,  judgment,  lien,  or  otl 
brance  has  ever  been  placed  upon  our  property.  The 
our  bonds  have  never  had  any  other  security  than  th< 
credit  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  I  am  proud  to  sj 
sufficient  to  carr>'  it  through  ever}'  emergency." 

Grand  Masters  there,  as  elsewhere,  are  constantly 
questions  as  to  what  are  the  physical  qualifications 
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Master.  H«  was  deservedly  severe  on  some  brother  who  was 
Bolititing  votes  for  a  fivil  office  on  the  score  that  he  was  a  Mason, 
and  nr^in^  bin  brethren  to  vote  for  him.  aud  rejoices  that  he  waa 
defeated,  aud  he  deplores  the  use  of  Masonic  emblems  in  busi- 
ness as  tendin);  to  decade  Masoury. 

M.  H.  Henderson,  Philadelphia,  G.  M. 

Michael  Nisbet,  Philadelphia.  G.  Sec'y. 

Bro,  Michael  Arnold,  Past  Grand  Master,  made  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  in  which  Alabama  for  18H4  finds  her  appropri- 
ate place.     From  bis  introduction  we  t^ke: 

"The  best  tribute  which  we,  of  Pennsylvania,  can  pay  to  the 
memory  of  Richard  Vanx  is  to  practice  the  Masonry  he  taught 
aud  so  firmly  believed  in  and  upheld  ;  the  Masonry  which  has 
come  down  to  us  from  'the  aforetime :'  which  resists  all  attempt 
at  modem  improvement,  and  which  does  not  seek  to  adapt  itself 
to  nineteenth  centnry  ideas  of  what  Masonry  should  be.  Let  oa 
endeavor  to  do  this,  that  as  he  looks  upon  us  from  the  realms  of 
light  it  may  be  with  commendation  and  approval.  As  a  reviewer 
he  liad  a  style  of  his  own  which  we  have  not  attempted  to  imi- 
tate or  even  to  approach,  nor  have  we  continued  the  discussions 
which  enga^^ed  his  attention  in  his  last  report." 

We  will  give  one  other  estraet  from  his  report,  and  then  we 
must  leave  him.  We  give  the  following  because  we  so  fully  ap- 
prove of  the  positions  taken  therein  and  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed : 

"At  another  Called  Communication,  held  at  Boulder.  March 
12.  1895,  the  Qrand  Master  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  Masonic 
Temple  to  be  erected  in  that  city.  On  this  occasion  an  oration 
was  delivered  by  Bro.  William  L.  Burdick.  Thanks  were  ex- 
tended to  Mt.  Sinai  Commandery,  No.  7.  K.  T.,  for  escort  duty. 
This  we  would  criticise.  We  do  not  think  a  Grand  Lodge  can 
with  propriety  recognize  a  Commandery  a,t  a  Masonic  body. 
Nor  do  we  think  a  Grand  Lodge  should  be  in  need  of  an  escort. 
We  presume  its  duty  was  that  of  escorts  in  general,  to  act  as  a 
gaard  to  coudnct  the  Grand  Lodge  from  its  place  of  meeting  to 
the  scene  of  its  labors  and  back  again  :  and  to  see  that  they  were 
not  assaulted  on  the  way  by  highwaymen  or  other  miscreants. 
A  Grand  Lodge  should  be  on  all  occasions  omnipotent  and  all- 
powerfnl,  able  to  discharge  any  duty  required  of  it  without  as- 
sistance,   and    to   protect  itself  against  all  comers.      If  some 


glittering  sworas,  auu  ciuumu^  i.uc*«m^o  v,. . ^, 

they  could  have  done  it  by  going  in  the  ranks  of  their 
clothed  with  a  lambskin,  the  emblem  of  inncK'ence 
badge  of  a  Mason.  It  is  not  the  Commandery  we  ar< 
fault  with,  however.  When  the  Qrand  Lodge  of  Peni 
accepts  of  an  escort,  please  remind  us  of  it." 

We  thank  him  for  the  care  displayed  in  having  the  n 
name,  spelled  correctly  this  time. 

PRINCE    EDWARD    ISLAND— 21st  Annual,    Ju! 

Lodges,  12 ;  members,  515 ;  gain,  6. 

M*.  •  W.  •.  Bro.  R.  Macneill,  after  opening  the  Gran 
delivered  his  Address,  in  which  he  shows  that,  after  vj 
most  all  the  Lodges,  he  concludes  that  although  not  { 
numbers  very  rapidly,  yet  there  is  among  the  brethrer 
spirit  of  benevolence  and  fraternal  feeling.     In  an  efl 
by  him  to  establish  a  benevolent  fund,  and  toward  wh 
rected  their  attention  at  each  visit,  he  was  successful  I 
most  sanguine  expectations.     The  voluntary  contribut: 
several  Lodges  amounted  to  $268,  an  average  of  twent 
one-third  dollars  per  Lodge.     This  is  a  good  showing 
doubtless  bring  forth  much  good  fruit.     A  fund  of  B< 
was  established  and  trustees  appointed. 

Grand  Master  was  applied  to  for  but  few  decisions 
were  approved  by  Grand  Lodge.  We  find  them  in 
Masonic  law  and  the  ruling  of  our  Jurisdiction. 

He  recommended  some  changes  in  the  Constitution 
mittee  was  appointed  to  revise  it  and  report.    He  a 
mended  the  increase  of  the  dues  from  40  to  50  cents 
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the  opinion  that  unaffiliated  Masona  are  but  few,  who  remain  so 
becanse  of  fioancial  consideration.  More  frequently  it  occnre 
that  they  have  simply  left  their  first  love." 

The  followinff  was  adopted  ; 

" Ilemilvrd.  That  no  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction  shsll  rwM^iveaea 
joining  or  affiliate  member,  any  person  who  as  principal  or  clerk 
is  engaged  in  the  mannfactare  or  the  sale  of  spirituons  or  malt 
liqnors,  excepting  for  medicinal  purposes." 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  Grand  Treasurer  reports  an  in- 
creased balance. 

John  C.  Thomson.  Charlottetown.  G.  M. 

Neil  Mackelvie,  Summerside,  G.  Sec'y. 

We  find  no  Report  on  'Correspondence. 

QUEBEC— 2(iTH  Annual,  June,  mm. 

Lodges;  55;  members,  3,530;  gain,  US. 

Grand  Master  F.  Massey  says  that  "at  no  time  in  our  history 
have  we  been  so  progressive  and  so  adhesive,  both  as  individual 
Masons  and  as  snbordinate  Lodges,"  and  the  Grand  Secretary 
reports  the  snbordinates  as  '  'prompt  in  making  returns  and  pay- 
ing dues,"  and  shows  a  gain  in  26  years  of  1^.151  in  membership. 

From  the  address  we  take: 

"Thongh  important  political  events  are  constantly  taking 
place  thronghout  the  world,  they  in  no  sense  receive  or  deserve 
the  attention  of  Masons  aa  a  body.  We  have  no  symiiathy  with 
political,  civil  or  religious  troubles  of  any  kind,  and  while  we 
are  happy  that  all  men  should  exercise  and  enjoy  whatever  they 
may  consider  their  own  individual  rights,  we  do  not,  as  Masons, 
either  individually  or  collectively,  recognize  or  suffer,  to  the 
slightest  extent,  any  infraction  of  thecivil  or  moral  law,  bat,  on  the 
contrary,  strictly  urge  obedience,  under  all  circumstances,  to 
conatitnted  authority,  expecting  Masons  to  pay  due  deference  to 
the  laws  of  their  church  or  country,  as  well  as  to  the  principles 
constantly  enunciated  in  onr  several  Lodges. ' 

Which  tallies  with  what  was  said  by  Grand  Master  Pettus  of 
our  Alabama  Masons  in  his  last  address. 

We  have  heretofore  in  our  reports  expressed  our  sympathy  for 
onr  Canadian  Brethren,  and  again  give  you  what  surrounds  them 


our  situation  is  uni(iue.  We  are  constantly  surrounded 
who  are  professedly  inimical  to  the  Order.  This  pro| 
been  made  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  this  success 
achieved  in  the  teeth  of  opposition,  this  triumph  has  1 
amid  the  raging  storm  of  calumny  and  misrepresen 
every  description. 

"We  have  been  held  up  to  reproach  as  the  synonyn 
The  finger  of  scorn  has  been  pointed  at  us  as  somethi 
lential  in  its  touch.  We  have  l>een  banished  outside  tl 
overshadowed  by  the  dark  stigma — Unclean!     Unclean! 

"We  have  been  ac^iused  of  almost  every  crime  under 
Paganism,  infidelity,  rationalism,  materialism,  humani 
and  anarchy,  form  but  a  meagre  list  of  the  black  < 
wrong  doings  ascribed  to  us.  In  short,  we  have  been 
'scape-goat*  of  humanity  —  the  source  of  all  the  ev 
social  and  religious  world. 

"These  are  some  of  the  unkind  things  said  about  us 
the  trials  that  are  hard  to  bear.  All  along  our  weai 
have  been  obliged  to  run  the  gauntlet  between  the  gr 
tice  of  slander  on  the  one  hand  and  the  prejudice  of  ue 
hate  on  the  other. " 

With  one  other  extract  from  the  Rev.  Brother's  or 
we  leave  this  most  admirable  address: 

"The  relation  between  Masonry  and  Religion,  and 
trend  of  Masonic  thought  and  teaching  on  this  point 
ably  succinctly  summed  up  in  the  following  eloquent  w( 
masonry  is  not  a  religion,  though  it  stand  at  the  thres 
temple;  it  is  not  the  church,  though  it  is  her  most  pot 
it  is  not  a  missionary,  though  it  often  prove  a  Christii 
^'.j-.j.: —   4-^««K;«nf  fVio  nraftice  of  evervCl 
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interesting  reflectionB.     ReferrinK  to  the  great  number  of  sua 
pensions  during  tlie  year,  they  fear  that  this  is  largely  due  to  the 
neglect  by  Lodges  of  the  "fact  that  the  principles  of  Masonry 
demand  that  candidates  for  Masonry  must  be  in  reputable  cir- 
cumstances." 

Col.  Fred  Massey,  Montreal,  G.  M. 

J.  H.  Isaacson,  Montreal,  G.  Secy. 

The  Report  on  Correaponden(;e  is  again  from  the  fertile  pen  of 
our  esteemed  friend,  Bro.  E.  T.  D.  Chaml)er8,  and  is  such  as 
must  be  expected  from  this  source.  We  cheerfully  give  place  to 
the  following  from  his  introduction : 

"We  have  not  learned  what  responses  were  received  by  Italian 
Freemasons  to  this  appeal,  but  we  should  not  like  English- 
speaking  Freemasonry  to  be  held  responsible  for  any  sympathy 
extended  to  the  authors  of  the  circular  by  the  so-ca,lled  Masonry 
of  the  Latin  countries  of  Europe  and  South  America.  Of  much 
that  passes  for  Masonry  under  the  government  of  Grand  Orients, 
we  are,  not  unreasonably,  very  auspicious.  Only  a  year  ago,  for 
invasion  of  our  territory,  and  for  ignoring  our  protests  there- 
anent,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  withdrew  its  recognition  of 
the  so-called  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge  of  Spain  and  severed  all  fra- 
ternal intercourse  therewith.  The  alleged  Masonry  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France  has  been  repudiated  by  legitimate  Freemasons 
everywhere,  because  of  its  wicked  and  un-Masonic  ignoring  of 
the  God  of  Masonry,— the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe.  The 
so-called  Freemasons  of  some  other  Latin  lands  are  deservedly 
repudiated  by  legitimate  Craftsmen  for  their  prostitution  of  their 
Lodges  to  religious  and  political  plots.  Whatever  part  they  may 
have  taken  in  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  loss  of 
the  temporal  power  of  the  Papacy,  legitimate  Masonry  is  not  re- 
sponsible therefor.  English-speaking  Freemasonry,  at  all  events, 
could  have  no  part  in  such  celebration.  It  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  plots,  the  politics  or  the  revolutions  of  other  lands. 
Such  things  dare  not  so  much  as  be  mentioned  within  its  Lodges. 
It  has  no  quarrel  with  the  Pope  of  Rome,  and  the  question  of 
either  his  spiritual  or  temporal  power  is  none  of  its  concern. 
Successive  Popes  have  banned  Freemasonry,  attempting  to  pun- 
ish the  Masonry  of  Britain  and  America,  that  they  know  nothing 
of,  and  that  never  did  them  or  thought  of  doing  them  any  harm, 
for  the  misguided  actions  of  Grand  Orients  and  Symbolic  Grand 
Lodges  that  it  repudiates,  which  having  departed  from  the  spirit 


which  the  eyes  of  the  blind  will  oe  opeiieii,  oxiv*  «*- —  .. 
sit  in  the  shadow  of  darkness  and  prejudice  will  recogi 
fact  that  in  teaching  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotl 
of  Man,  with  all  the  morality  and  obedience  and  faith  and  1( 
snch  relations  imply,  neither  Pope  nor  Cardinal,  Bist 
Priebt,  Evangelist  nor  Presbyter,  has  any  more  faithful  a 
genuine  Freema8onrj\  " 

We  will  go  no  further  than  to  quote  what  he  somewh; 
tically  says  of  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  A 
touching  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  and  its  political  do 
The  Grand  Secretary  reported  having  received  the  circul 
Grand  Orient  of  Italy  and  having  replied  thereto  syn 
ically,  whereupon  Bro.  Chambers  says: 

"We  will  not  trust  ourselves  to  use  the  terms  that  r 
employed  in  condemnation  of  this  action.     Our  read€ 
only  to  turn  to  the  introductory  part  of  our  report  to 
letter  from  Rome,  in  full,  to  which  Bro.  Hempstead  ref( 
know  of  no  more  un-Masonic  act  that  has  been  perpet 
the  name  of  Masonry,  except  those  of  the  French  am 
Orients,  than  this  of  the  Grand  Officers  of  Arkansas,  in 
congratulating  the  so-called  Masonry  of  Italy  upon  its  cc 
in  political  and  an ti -Papal  struggles.     Oh!  that  good  B 
were  still  with  us  to  thunder  out  his  denunciation  of 
act." 

Alabama  for  1895  is  noticed  with  favor,  and  there 
kind  words  for  your  Reporter. 

RHODE  ISLAND— 104th  Annual,  June,  18 
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** Resolved,  That  no  bnsiness  excepting  the  conferring  the  De- 
grees, or  the  trial  of  Masons  who  have  not  attained  the  Master  s 
Degree,  shall  be  transacted  in  this  Jurisdiction  in  any  other 
than  a  Master  Mason's  Lodge. " 

Which  is  in  line  with  Grand  Lodges  of  the  present  day.  The 
Committee  thns  reasons: 

'  Originally  the  great  Body  of  the  Craft  were  Fellow  Craft, 
the  Degree  of  Master  being  held  alone  by  those  who  had  been 
chosen  to  preside  over  Lodges.  It  was,  therefore,  not  only 
proper,  bnt  imperative  that  the  business  should  be  transacted  in 
a  Fellow  Crafts'  Lodge,  otherwise  the  great  majority  of  the 
Craft  would  be  debarred  from  any  participation  in  it. 

"Any  changes  which  naturally  came  alx)ut  in  the  organization 
this  condition  of  affairs  became  changed  so  that  the  majority  of 
the  Craft  were  Entered  Apprentices;  it  was  perfectly  proper  and 
just  that  under  such  a  state  of  affairs  business  should  be  trans- 
acted in  Entered  Apprentices  Lodges.  When  tlie  organization 
was  changed  from  operative  to  speculative,  or  rather  when  the 
operative  was  merged  into  the  speculative,  the  numl)er  of  Mas- 
ter Masons  constantly  increased,  and  the  members  of  the  other 
two  classes  decreased  until  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century  the  great  majority  of  the  Craft  were  in  the  Masters* 
Lodges.  Should  not  the  same  reasons  which  required  or  per- 
mitted business  to  })e  transacted  in  the  Lodge  to  which  the 
great  majority  of  the  Craft  belonged  in  former  years,  operate 
with  equal  force  at  the  present  time,  and  require  that  all  busi- 
ness should  be  done  in  Master  Mason's  Lodges  only?" 

M. '.  W.  *.  Elisha  H.  Rhodes  presided,  and  the  business  before 
Grand  Lodge  met  with  ready  dispatch.  There  had  l)een  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  the  resolutions 
from  Mississippi  in  relation  to  the  jurisdiction  over  rejected 
material,  which  reported  at  this  communication,  from  which 
we  extract: 

"This  proffered  treaty  l)ears  the  stamp  of  an  equitable  and 
fraternal  feeling;  yet  there  is  a  question  as  to  the  formation  of 
the  proposed  alliance,  quite  apart  from  the  merits  of  the  Rules 
which  are  recommended.  The  absolute  sovereignty  of  each 
Ghrand  Lodge  is  a  fundamental  doctrine  of  American  Free- 
masonry, and  any  alliance  or  compact  which  might  possibly 
restrict  the  action  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  legislating  upon  matters 


objection,  to  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhod 
should  l)ecome  a  party  to  the  alliance  proposed. " 

Further,   they  do  not  see   how  "the  grounds  on   wl 
petition  was  rejected"  w^ithout  compelling  those  who 
black  balls  to  expose  their    votes,   which  would  dest 
secrecy  of  the  ballot,  the  very  safeguard  of  the  ins' 
Both  rules  are  declined. 

Edward  P.  Lowden,  Pawtucket,  G.  M. 
E^win  Baker,  Providence,  G.  Sec'y. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA-7TH  Annual.  April,  U 

At  half-yearly  communication  in  October,  the  Board 
eral  Purposes  recommended  Lodges  "to  consider  the  det 
of  restricting  the  admission  of  visitors  until  after  the 
are  confirmed." 

There  are  now  88  Lodges,  two  having  surrendered  th 
ters,  and  one  new  Lodge  having  been  authorized.  Nt 
afi&liates  is  2,237,  the  decrease  during  1895  being  94.  I 
we  reported  the  net  loss  at  34. 

Notwithstanding,  we  find  that  our  Brethren  are  acti' 
exercise  of  charity,  and  are  accumulating  a  large  fund  c 
lence.  "The  balance  to  the  credit  of  General  Func 
than  $1,700,  of  available  Benevolent  Fund  more  thi 
while  the  permanent  Benevolent  Fund  is  more  than  $5 

Hon.  S.  J.  Way  was  elected  M. '.  W. '.  Grand  Master, 
W.  •.  Bro.  J.  H.  Cunningham  continues  Grand  Secretai 

SOUTH  CAROLINA— 119th  Annual,  Decembei 
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He  issned  his  Dispensations  for  two  new  Lodges,  but  they 
were  continued  U.  D. 

He  expresses  some  dissatisfaction  at  the  provision  reijuiring 
perfection  in  the  physical  formation  of  the  candidate,  and  thinks 
that  the  constitution  should  be  so  amended  as  to  limit  these  dis- 
qualifications, but  the  Grand  Lodge  thought  it  wrong  to  attempt 
to  change  a  landmark.  He,  however,  thinks  that  the  limitation 
should  be  such  as  to  admit  "good,  moral  men,  who  can  conform 
to  all  our  ceremonies. "  This  is  the  provision  which  we  have 
here  in  Alabama. 

His  belief  in  the  value  of  peri>«tual  jurisdiction  over  rejected 
material  is  strong  and  strongly  expressed. 

He  advises  the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  presenting  a  lamb  skin 
by  the  Lodge  to  the  initiate,  to  become  his  property.  This  is 
done  by  some  of  our  Lodges,  but  we  presume  their  number  is 
very  few.  It  is  a  pretty  plan,  however,  and  bears  within  itself 
the  history  of  his  taking  the  degrees. 

The  debt  on  the  Masonic  Hall  building,  which  has  so  long 
harassed  our  Brethren,  has  now  almost  been  obliterated,  and  will 
soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Grand  Master  gave  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  "out  of 
time,"  but  refused  many,  of  which  he  says: 

"It  is  too  often  the  ciine  that  men  wait  till  they  are  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  all  of  a  sudden  are  attacked  with  a  Masonic  fit 
and  cannot  wait  a  few  months,  but  must  be  rushed  through 
under  a  special  Dispensation  and  know  nothing  when  they  ge^ 
through.     I  have  refused  all  such. " 

His  decisions  were  twenty-two  in  number,  and  were  generally 
endorsed. 

He  recommended  greater  permanence  to  the  Committees  on 
Jurisprudence,  By-Laws  and  Grievances,  that  more  time  could 
be  devoted  to  the  duties  thereof.  This  was  done,  and  reports 
from  there  will  hereafter  be  more  carefully  considered  than  could 
have  possibly  been  during  a  session  of  Grand  Lodge. 

He  also  recommended  that  the  District  Deputy  Grand  ^Masters 
be  installed  and  a  suitable  ceremony  he  prepared.  This  was 
done. 

The  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  were  each  severally 
re-elected. 

An  interesting  and  instructive  report  on  Correspondence  is 
made  by  the  R.  *.  W. '.  Grand  Secretary,  Charles  Inglesby,  in 


ler  utjj^rtjfB  c»uii;  \JM.  %,A.^^, 

subject  so  well  provided  for  in  the  Constitution. 

He  states  that  our  rules  that  unaffiliated  Masons  c 
buried  with  Masonic  honors,  and  that  burial  ceremoi 
not  be  performed  after  interment,  are  in  strict  accord  ^ 
of  South  Carolina  on  the  same  subject. 

He  thinks  the  Committee  right  when  it  says  that  tb 
of  a  Master  Mason,  as  soon  as  she  marries  a  profan< 
herself  of  all  claims  upon  the  Fraternity. 

He  evidently  thinks  the  prohibition  by  Grand  Lo 
subordinate  expending  any  portion  of  its  funds  for  sc 
poses  a  hard  rule,  as  the  social  feature  of  Masonry  is  i 
important  as  any  other. 

If  a  man  can  prove  himself  a  Mason, he  thinks,  he  is  e 
recognition,  yet  it  might  be  well,  we  think,  for  him  als 
that  his  knowledge  was  legitimately  obtained. 

The  saloon  question  is  thus  concisely  summarizec 
''Persons  who  sell  certain  articles  of  commerce,  are 
sidered  fit  to  sit  with  those  who  buy  and  use  them." 

SOUTH  DAKOTA-  22nd  Annual,  June.  181 

Lodges,  92;  members,  4,243;  loss,  11. 

There  were,  however,  two  new  Lodges  authorized  1 
sation,  and  these  received  Charters  at  this  communica 

The  M. '.  W.  •.  Grand  Master,  F.  H.  Files,  announce 
has  issued  many  Dispensations  for  conferring  Degr 
time,  and  had  refused  many.  Usually  because  the  can 
about  to  remove  permanently  from  the  Jurisdiction  pr 
Dispensation.  Of  this  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudent 
wi«elv.  too: 
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greee  in  Masonry,  their  sabeeqtient  reception  and  posseesion,  are 
deemed  desirable  only  then,  when  the  applicant  is  abont  to 
change  his  residence,  thon^h  he  may  have  lived  for  years  under 
the  shadow  of  the  walle  ol  the  Lodge  room." 

He  expresses  himself  as  decidedly  opposed  to  the  Wisconeiii 
plan  of  Masonic  relief,  and  the  Committee  on  this  sabject  thoa 
say: 

"While  your  Committee  ia  satisfied  that  this  proposition  was 
actuated  by  pare  and  honest  motives  on  the  part  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  earnestly  endeavoring  to  beat  promote  the 
greatest  efficiency  of  onr  cardinal  tenet,  'to  relieve  the  dis- 
tre«aed.'  still,  we  believe  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  in 
advocating  its  adoption,  is  diverging  from  the  ancient  and  well 
established  nsages  of  the  Fraternity." 

Grand  Master  closes  his  addrees  with  some  happy  thooghts,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  following: 

"Most  iDstitntions  which  are  the  work  of  man  are  inflaenced 
by  the  so-called  spirit  of  the  times.  They  mast,  perforce,  b^ 
modernized — brought  np  to  date — in  order  to  fnlflll  the  mission 
for  which  they  were  organized.  Not  so  with  the  honored  insti- 
tntion  of  Masonry.  An  institntioa  so  ancient  that  its  origin  is 
involved  in  mystery  is  snfBcient  nnto  itself,  and  they  who  have 
stndied  it  most,  who  have  gone  to  the  fountain  springs  to  leam 
of  its  plans  and  its  philosophy,  are  most  zealoas  to  resist  innova- 
tions and  to  transmit  it  unchanged  to  the  next  generation.  An 
institntion  so  extensive  that  the  snn  never  seta  npon  its  Temples, 
moat,  indeed,  satisfy  something  inherent  in  all  men.  The  very 
fact  that  men  differing  in  thought,  customs,  speech;  separated  by 
diverse  opinions  as  to  religion  and  all  questions  coming  within 
the  range  of  their  daily  lives,  can  here  stand  upon  a  common 
level;  the  evidence  that  men,  tossed  by  the  tempests  of  passion 
until  all  ties  seemingly  have  been  broken,  can,  even  do,  meet  in 
harmony  around  a  common  shrine  and  kneel  before  the  same 
altar;  all  declare,  in  language  more  eloquent  than  words  can  ex- 
press, the  existence  of  a  kinship  nniversal,  a  bond  of  friendship 
binding  every  man  to  his  fellow." 

Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  in  the  General  Fnnd  of 
92,466.  and  in  the  Charity  Fund  of  |T44.  This  last  receives  an- 
noally  five  per  cent,  of  the  receipts,  and  with  care  will  swell  to  a 
nun  that  will  enable  onr  brethren  to  do  ■  vast  amount  of  good. 


We  hail  JbSro.  wm.  r>i»tb,  x  c*oi/  v>,*w. 

Report  on  Correspondence.  Alabama  for  1895  receives  : 
notice.  He  thinks  the  two  leading  questions  now  he 
Guild  are  the  Wisconsin  plan  for  Masonic  relief  and  th 
sippi  plan  for  disposing  of  rejected  material.  Of  the 
these  are  his  views: 

'*The  proposition  of  the  M.  *.  W.  *.  Grand  Lodge  of  \^ 
for  concurrent  legislation  by  Grand  Lodges  making  it 
of  a  Lodge  to  care  for  its  members  wherever  they  ma; 
been  considered  by  most  of  the  Grand  Lodges.  The 
action  by  nearly  all  of  them  has  been  decidedly  and  fi 
verse.  To  what  we  have  said  in  our  last  year's  report 
subject,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  add  further  comment. 

•'In  no  part  of  our  ritual,  written  or  unwritten,  in  n 
6ur  history,  is  relief,  or  if  you  wish,  charity  by  the  Lo< 
hinted  at.     It  is  simply  non-existent  from  the  fact  thai 
charity  is  made  the  duty  of  each  individual  Mason,  a 
pressed  upon  him  in  most  solemn  manner  in  every 
Masonry,  and  from  which  Masonic  or  natural  death  on 
lease  him.     Lodges  are  instituted  primarily  and  prin( 
the  puri>ose  of  making  Masons  and  teaching  its  votaries 
practice  and  disseminate  Masonic  teachings  and  princi 
social  element  of  the  Lodge  was  but  a  natural  sequei 
association  of  men  banded  together  for  such  purposei 
be  deeply  deplored  that  this  feature  of  the  early  Lodge 
way  entirely  to  affairs  of  business,  and  to  this  chan 
ascribed  the  proposed  adoption  of  business  methods  o 
stead  of  Masonic  charity  as  established  by  the  father 
iterate,  while  it  is  praiseworthy  on  the  part  of  Lodges 
Lodges  to  create  funds  for  charitable  purposes,  and  ev« 

i.  4-u^  »„^r»i>v»r«hin.  vet  this  charity  cai 
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in  the  front  rank  of  Masonic  writers  and  the  most  eminent  in 
the  councils  of  the  Craft." 

Of  the  latter,  his  unalterable  opposition  to  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual Jurisdiction. 

TENNESSEE— 82nd  Annual,  January,  1896. 

Lodges,  426;  members,  17,766;  loss,  165. 
There  were  still  four  Lodges  working  under  Dispensation. 
Grand  Master  G.  H.  Morgan,  in  his  address,  gives  this  histor- 
ical summary  of  this  Grand  Lodge: 

"Organized  a  few  months  more  than  eighty-one  years  ago,  by 
eight  Lodges,  chartered  under  the  mother  Grand  Lodge  of  North 
Carolina,  said  Lodges  representing  an  individual  membership  of 
less  than  two  hundred,  this  august  body  has  grown  and  expanded 
until  now  it  numbers  430  Lodges  within  its  Jurisdiction,  with  a 
membership  approximating,  if  not  a  little  in  excess  of,  twenty 
thousand.  During  this  period  of  Grand  Lodge  life,  from  the 
boundaries  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  on  the  north;  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia  on  the  south;  from  the  blue  mountains  and 
lovely  valleys  on  the  east  to  the  great  Father  of  Waters  on  the 
west,  Masonry  has  spread  its  benign  influence  among  the  people, 
until  to-day  there  is  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  every  county  of  Ten- 
nessee save  one.  During  this  period  there  have  been  in  this- 
Jurisdiction  fifty -five  Grand  Masters.  Of  this  number,  thirty -six 
have  crossed  over  the  river  to  the  Great  Beyond,  while  nineteen 
remain  on  the  nearer  shore,  not  yet  having  finished  the  work 
allotted  them  by  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe." 

Two  instances  of  littleness  on  the  part  of  Lodges  towards  an 
aged  and  indigent  Brother,  and  also  one  insane,  are  given  by  the 
Grand  Master,  which  induces  him  to  urge  upon  the  Brethren  not 
to  forget  to  meet  upon  the  level,  and  thus  quotes: 

"To  meet  upon  the  level 

Is  an  easy  thing  to  say, 
But  when  it  comes  to  practice. 

Do  we  do  it  every  day? 
Do  we  meet  him  on  the  level. 

If  the  Brother  chance  to  be 
Just  a  little  out  at  elbow 

Or  baggy  at  the  knee? 


And  give  him  just  the  chance 
That  we  do  the  dashing  fellow 
With  the  creases  in  his  pants? 

*  'If  fortune  does  not  smile  on  him 

In  sunshine  and  repose, 
Do  we  meet  him  on  the  level 

In  his  second-handed  clothes? 
Do  we  invite  him  to  our  church, 

And  seat  him  in  our  pew, 
And  warm  our  hearts  by  clasping  ha 

As  Brothers  ought  to  do? 

'  'Yes,  we  meet  him  on  the  level. 

On  the  broad  Masonic  plan, 
Whenever  we  know  him  to  be 

A  Mason  and  a  man. 
We'll  meet  him  on  the  level, 

And  part  upon  the  square, 
And  then  perhaps  he'll  vouch  for  m 

When  we  meet  him  over  there. " 

He  admonishes  the  Brethren  to  avoid  electioneerin 
as  un-Masonic,  and  the  Ck)mmittee  further  impresses  1 

The  Masonic  Home  is  near  the  hearts  of  our  Broth 
nessee,  and  Grand  Lodge  authorizes  an  appropriatio 
to  this  object,  if  there  be  so  much  in  the  treasury  aft 
ment  of  current  expenses. 

In  alluding  to  some  correspondence  on  the  subj 
Master  gives  utterance  to  the  following  on  perpetm 
tion: 

"Under  the  perpetual  Jurisdiction  idea,  a  younj 
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Daring  the  paat  year  the  nnfortunale  difference  between  this 
Grand  EiOdge  and  that  of  Ohio  was  finally  settled  and  fraternal 
reUtiouB  reetored,  we  hope  not  to  be  again  easily  ditrtwrbed. 

The  Committee  on  JnrLupmdence  submitted  an  earnest  appeal 
to  onr  Brethren,  wheresoever  dispersed,  to  nnite  in  efforts  to 
continne  the  pea<:e  of  the  world,  which  seems  to  be  so  threatened, 

A  resolution  wub  adopted,  making  it  the  duty  of  each  Secreta- 
ry of  a  Lodge  to  report  with  his  annual  returns,  the  nnmber  of 
an-AfBliated  Masons  resident  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  his 
Lodge,  and  providing  punishment  for  neglect  of  this  duty. 

The  Qraad  Master  having  recommended  that  some  provision 
be  made  for  the  Grand  Master  to  grant  Dispensations  under  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  for  conferring  Degreesout  of  time,  the  Juris- 
prudence Committee  says: 

"But  the  Committee  does  not  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Grand  Master  that  he  should  be  clothed  with  power  to  grant 
Dispensations  to  'railroad'  candidates  through  without  season- 
ing.    We  think  onr  present  law  is  wise  in  forbidding  it, " 

In  reply  to  the  proposition  from  Wisconsin,  the  Committee 
says: 

"We  believe  it  tobe'thednty.  primarily,  of  every  Lodge  to  care 
for  its  ovrn  members  in  distress,  whereverthey  niay  be.  so  far  as 
its  Lodge  means  of  relief  will  permit.  And  we  recognize  also  a 
special  duty  on  the  Grand  Lodge  to  aid  its  subordinates  in  car- 
ing for  its  woriihy  distressed  members,  as  has  so  nobly  been  done 
by  our  sister  of  Nebraska.  But  we  prefer  and  approve  the  dec- 
laration of  the  World's  Masonic  Congress,  as  follows; 

"  'Worthy  Masons  are  entitled  to  relief  from  Brethren  and 
Lodges  wherever  they  may  be  found  in  need  of  relief,  and  the 
Brethren  of  Lodges  granting  snch  aid  are  not  entitled  to  demand 
reimbursement  from  the  Lodges  in  which  they  hold  their  mem- 
bership: but  when  a  member  of  one  Lodge  is  relieved  by  anoth- 
er, and  the  financial  condition  of  his  Lodge  is  such  as  to  permit, 
common  courtesy  and  duty  alike  demand  that  it  should  reim- 
buraeapoorer  Lodge  relieving  its  members,  ■  " 

And  the  following  edict  waa  adopted: 

"No  person  shall  be  Initiated,  Passed  or  Raised  in  any  Subor- 
dinate Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction  who  is  engaged  in  the  manu. 
facture  for  sale  or  in  the  sale  of  iiitoiicating  liquor  as  a  bever- 
»ge." 


V  y^M^M^ 


A  very  interesting  and  lively  Report  on  Correspondei 
sented  by  Bro.  H.  H.  Ingereol,  Past  Grand  Master,  wh 
ns  that  it  was  prepared,  because  of  the  shortness  of  time 
self  and  Bro.  Robert  Walton.  It  has  in  it  courteous 
our  Proceedings  for  both  1894  and  1895.  We  thank  th 
for  his  "hearty  approval"  of  our  views  on  the  cipher 
From  the  delicacy  with  which  this  question  is  usually; 
we  fear  that  we  shall  occupy  a  position  in  the  very 
nority.  Yet  such  are  our  views,  and  we  confess  to  gr 
finding  others  entertained.  The  more  this  is  thougl 
more  certain  and  well  defined  will  be  the  thoughts  of 
well  as  ourself. 

TEXAS— 60th  Annual,  December,  1896. 

There  are  500  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  24,841, 
reported  non-affiliates,  the  net  gain  during  the  year  Yu 
890. 

Of  the  Craft  Grand  Master  Gus  Garrison,  in  his  ad( 

*'Althoug(i  the  hard  and  stringent  financial  condit 
country  has  made  its  impress  on  all  the  instituti( 
country,  yet  we  can  say  with  gratification  that  M« 
prospers  in  the  Lone  Star  State.  Not  that  it  has, 
just  past,  made  those  wonderful  strides  in  progress 
compelled  the  admiration  of  the  world,  yet,  with  stei 
has  marched  forward,  onward,  upward.  Of  one  thj 
assured,  that  the  standard  of  Masonry  is  being  gra 
vated.  Slowly  but  surely,  the  disciples  of  the  squai 
pass  are  tending  to  a  full  realization  of  the  fact  that 
of  Masonry  depends  upon  its  high  standard  of  moralit 


*•-*' 
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The  Qrand  Secretary,  in  his  Report,  gives  an  historical  sum. 
mary  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  an  interesting  statement  of  the 
moral  and  financial  condition  of  the  Lodges  and  membership, 
which,  we  think,  will  be  of  infinite  value  to  the  Craft  in  that 
Jurisdiction.  For  it  were  well  if  sometimes  at  least  we  could 
"see  ourselves  as  others  see  us,"  it  might  lead  as  to  doing  better 
and  correcting  some  of  our  errors.  More  than  one-third  of  the 
value  of  the  real  estate  of  the  Lodges  is  insured ;  nearly  one- 
half  the  value  of  the  furniture.  These  Lodges  have  in  treasury 
and  loaned  out  near  $60,000,  while  they  owe  near  |79,000. 

**0f  the  total  number  of  Masons — 

*  '889  use  profane  language. 
"71  are  gamblers. 
"419  drink  to  intoxication. 
"1,467  widows  of  Master  Masons. 

"95  destitute  widows. 
"1,538  orphans. 
"  1 1 6  destitute  orphans. " 

We  give  this  to  show  the  care  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
know  the  exact  condition  of  the  Craft  composing  it. 

Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  five  new  Lodges  were  issued 
by  the  Grand  Master  and  six  received  charters  at  this  Communi- 
cation. 

Grand  Master  discussed  on  the  present  status  of  Masonry  in 
the  neighboring  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  expressed  the  belief 
that  since  the  decrees  of  August  13th  last,  the  position  of  the 
Gran  Dieta  Simbolica  is  such  as  warrants  its  recognition  by  all 
Grand  Lodges  as  the  supreme  head  of  Symbolic  Masonry  there. 
M.  •.  W.  .  Bro.  Matthews,  Past  Grand  Master,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  also  devotes  many  pages  to 
showing  that  thf^  action  of  Texas  and  New  York  in  granting  rec- 
ognition was  not  premature,  but  has  greatly  strengthened  the 
Dieta,  and  that  this  body  should  be  recognized  by  all  of  us  as 
the  Supreme  Masonic  head  in  that  republic.  The  fact  too  that 
Missouri  withdrew  her  warrant  from  a  Lodge  established  by  her 
there,  and  that  that  Lodge  now  gives  its  allegiance  to  the  Dieta, 
argues  strongly  for  its  recognition.  But  what  are  the  decrees  of 
13th  August,  1895  ?  These  we  have  not  seen,  though  they  may 
be  sent  to  us  ere  long. 

The  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  now  amounts  to  $92,101,  and 
application  is  now  being  made  for  donations  of  location,  build- 


x^  •   ^^  A       ^.^  .  - 


objection  to  Rule  1  lies  in  the  necessity  tor  tne  pi  ron » . 
the  secrecy  of  the  ballot,  but  no  serious  objection  is  seen 
2,  and  the  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  fc 
in  lien  thereof,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

** Resolved,  (1)  That,  after  the  period  of  five  years  shj 
elapsed  since  the  rejection  of  an  applicant  for  the  degree 
Bonry,  hf  having  moved  into  the  Jurisdiction  of  anothe 
either  in  this  or  any  other  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  ha\ 
plied  for  the  degrees,  then  the  Lodge  applied  to  shall  coi 
with  the  rejecting  Lodge  as  to  the  former  standing  and  cl 
of  the  applicant,  and  if  upon  the  information  so  obtaine 
deemed  worthy,  the  Lodge  may  proceed  in  the  case 
further  reference  to  the  action  of  the  rejecting  Lodge. 

** Resolved,  (2)  That  a  Lodge  in  this  Grand  Jurisdict 
give  at  its  option,  by  unanimous  vote,  a  certificate  to  o^ 
Entered  Apprentices  or  Fellow  Crafts  about  to  move 
Jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  dismissing  and  recom 
him  for  advancement,  and  that  upon  the  issuance  of  su 
icate  his  name  shall  be  dropped  from  the  roll  of  the  Lo 
dismissing  him,  the  Lodge  thereby  losing  further  Ju; 
over  him. 

*' Resolved,  (3)  That  all  resolutions  and  edicts  in  con 
with  be  and  that  the  same  are  hereby  repealed." 

B.  R.  Abemethy,  Gonzales,  G.  M. 
John  Watson,  Houston,  G.  Sec'y. 

M.  .  W.  *.  Bro.  Thos.  M.  Matthews,  Past  Grand  Maf 
presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviev 
kindly  our  Proceedings  for  18d4.  For  his  pleasant  not 
self  he  has  our  thanks,  and  may  his  shadow  never 

-^       ^  "»«"«„4.«»  'PAffnn  in  his  elevei 
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it  can  be  properly  denied,  why  could  not  the  Lodge,  if  it  so 
chose,  grant  him  a  Dimit  as  well  as  any  other  member  *?  If  not, 
then  why  not  1 

''Being  a  Mason  in  good  standing,  h  was  no  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Lodge  to  which  he  might  afterwards  apply  for  mem^ 
bership  to  know  that  he  had  ever  been  expelled. 

"The  reason  for,  and  the  expulsion,  had  both  lieen  removed, 
and  surely  then  could  rightly  or  justly  cut  no  figure  in  the 
matter. 

"If,  on  the  other  hand,  restoration  by  the  Lodge  had  been  re- 
fused, and  he  appealing  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  latter,  assum- 
ing original  jurisdiction,  had  reversed  the  decision  and  restored 
him  to  the  rights  and  privilege  of  a  Mason,  but  not  to  member- 
ship in  the  Lodge,  the  case  would  be  different,  and  he  would  re- 
quire a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Lodge." 

And  he  coincides  with  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
Widows'  Certificate.  We  think  he  is  correct  in  each  instance, 
but  it  has  been  the  rule  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  a  very  long 
time,  as  expressed  in  ruling  11. 

We  are  constrained  to  leave  this  interesting  report,  as  we  have 
already  lingered  long  with  these  Proceedings. 

UTAH— 25th  Annual,  January,  1896. 

Lodges,  9;  Masons,  738;  gain,  62. 

One  Lodge  was  added  during  the  year,  and  appearances  indi- 
cate that  notwithstanding  the  financial  depression  the  Order 
continues  to  grow  and  its  influence  to  be  felt.  The  Grand  Mas- 
ter, A.  C.  Emerson,  declared  that  "peace  and  harmony  prevail 
among  all  our  brethren  and  among  the  Lodges." 

We  are  pleased  with  his  reply  to  the  inquiry  whether  a  visitor 
has  a  right  to  demand  to  be  shown  the  Charter  of  a  Lodge: 

"Answer.  No.  A  brother  takes  no  more  chances  than  does  a 
Lodge;  but  if  there  is  any  doubt  in  either  or  both  cases  it  should 
be  resolved  in  favor  of  the  Lodge  rather  than  the  individual.  If 
a  brother  is  satisfied  that  the  Lodge  is  legally  constituted,  then 
a  demand  for  the  Charter  is  discourteous  and  indelicate,  and 
subjects  the  Lodge  to  the  humiliation  of  having  its  Charter  and 
actions  questioned,  and  the  brother  constitutes  himself  a  judge 
against  ijie  present  evidence  of  all  the  surroundings  and  the 


until  he  can    obtain  satisfactory'  imuiuac.*,*,.- 
other." 

That  "will-o'-the-wisp"  uniformity  of  the  work — abac 
formity — whereby  each  Worshipful  Master  shall  cross 
and  dot  all  his  i's,  and  which  has  led  much  older  Jurisd 
the  brink  of  the  precipice,  is,  we  see,  troubling  our  go 
ran.  It  is  far  better  to  live  as  Masons  ought  than  onl 
like  them. 

Most  properly  and  efficiently  did  Grand  Master  "gc 
fellow  who  was  degrading  Masonry  with  politics,  whi< 
be  hoped  will  be  productive  of  much  good.  He  also  d 
electioneering  for  office  in  the  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  received  fraternal 
tion,  and  an  exchange  of  Representatives  was  invited. 

It  was  determined  to  celebrate  the  twenty -fifth  an] 
and  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary  arrangement 
pointed. 

Many  years  ago  our  lamented  brother.  Past  Grat 
J.  H.  Johnson,  delivered  to  his  successor  a  small  boo) 
prudence,  which  he  had  found  useful,  with  his  name 
himself  therein,  with  the  injunction  that  he  should 
his  name  and  deliver  it  to  his  successor  with  a  like  req 
has  now  continued  for  more  than  twenty  years,  ar 
book  is  scrawled  over  with  the  names  of  Past  Grar 
In  Utah  a  happier  thought  suggested  itself  to  a  Gra 
and  he  inti*oduced  the  signet  ring,  which  should  be 
in  like  manner. 

W.  T.  Dalby,  Salt  Lake  City,  G.  M. 
Chris  Diehl,  Salt  Lake  City,  G.  Sec'y. 

T>  .    jxr  '    brother,  the  Grand  Secretary,  on< 
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to  as  nnleSB  we  liv«  it. "  In  this  connectioD  we  quote  what  he 
Ba;e  of  the  antiqaity  of  Masonry  ander  California: 

"The  oration  of  Grand  Omtor  NJIee  Searles  containa  man; 
bright  posaageB.  We  advise  our  Utah  brethren  to  call  at  th<^ 
Library  and  read  it,  re^iuestiut;  them,  however,  not  to  take  for 
pure  gold  Bro.  Searlea'  opinion  of  the  origin  of  Freeinaaonry. 
He  connects  it  with  the  mysteries  of  Athene  and  Dyonisias. 
Actaal  Masonic  history  gives  nothing  of  the  kind.  Among  all 
great  nations  of  the  long  ago  existed  secret  sects  or  societies. 
They  taught  by  symbols,  but  that  they  did.  and  Freemasonry  of 
to-day  does,  is  no  proof  that  their  societies  and  our  fraternity  are 
links  of  the  same  chain.  The  tragedy  of  the  third  degree  is  a 
legend,  and  should  not  be  used  by  orators  as  a  historical  fact, 
because  it  is  not.  And  as  to  King  Solomon,  we,  years  ago.  made 
np  onr  mind  that  he  was  an  absolute  despot.  He  had  not  a  drop 
of  warm  blood  in  his  whole  body.  He  taxed  the  poor  people 
both  in  labor  and  money,  as  he  pleased,  to  build  a  temple,  and 
that  temple,  with  all  its  spleudor,  crumbled  to  dust  and  lives 
now  only  in  memory.  We  don't  want  any  kinship  with  old  Sol- 
omon in  our  Freemasonry.  None  of  his  acts  proved  him  to  have 
within  him  the  heart  of  a  Freemason." 

And  now,  Bro.  Diehl,  whom  though  unseen  we  have  learned 
to  love,  we  feel  constrained  to  tarry  no  longer,  bnt  wish  yon  a 
happy  time  at  that  banqnet  that  you  will  have,  and  only  regret 
that  onr  age  and  teeth  deny  us  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with 
yon.  Bnt,  adios!  We  consign  yon,  and  may  He  grant  yon  both 
happiness  and  a  long  life. 

VERMONT— 103d  Annual.  June,  1896. 

Lodges.  101 :  members.  9,8M;  gain,  191. 

A"  application  for  a  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  made 
to  Grand  Master  Haskius,  but  because  of  the  near  approach  of 
this  Grand  Commanication  he  deferred  action,  bnt  referred  it  to 
the  proper  Committee  for  investigation.  He  accompanied  hig 
reference  with  the  following  judicious  remarks; 

"In  considering  applications  for  the  formation  of  anew  Lodge, 
we  should  be  well  satisfied  that  it  will  flourish  not  for  a  day 
only,  but  will  gather  onto  itself  greater  strength  and  influence 
year  by  year  Nor  should  we  overlook  the  probable  effect  it 
may  have  upon  older  and  near  by  sister  Lodges." 


initted  for  yonr  consiueif**,*^,^  ^ 

of  the*  excellent  discipline  which  prevails,  and  of  tne  m^i 
ard  to  which  Masonry  has  attained  in  this  Jurisdictioi 
retnms  made  by  the  subordinate  bodies  show  an  inci 
membership  that  is  encouraging.  And,  upon  the  whole 
reason  to  believe  that  the  work  of  conferring  the  Degi 
never  better  or  more  impressively  rendered  than  now;  ai 
there  is  existing  among  the  Brethren  an  honest  rivalr 
'who  best  can  work  and  best  agree.'  " 

A  large  part  of  the  address  pertains  to  the  preparation 
made  for  the  building  of  a  Masonic  Temple,  for  which  i 
now  being  made.  A  picture  of  what  the  building  wi 
given  in  this  volume. 

The  Temple  fund  amounts  to  $5,814,  and  the  balance 
eral  fund  to  $6,407. 

As  a  means  of  enforcing  attention  to  the  requires: 
Grand  Lodge,  touching  returns,  it  was— 

**  Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  Grand  Secretary  close  1 
on  May  20th  of  each  year,  and  that  any  Lodge  whose 
are  not  received  on  or  before  that  date,  shall  be  by  him 
delinquent,  and  no  such  delinquent  Lodge  shall  be  plao 
mileage  roll,  nor  the  Representatives  thereof  paid  milef 
annual  communication,  except  by  vote  of  this  Grand  B 

Kittridge  Hastings,  Brattleboro,  G.  M. 

Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,  G.  Sec'y. 

The  report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  agai 
Past  Grand  Master  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  in  his  usual  pie 
courteous  style,  which  makes  the  reading  of  it  both 
and  instructive.    We  copy  a  part  of  his  comments  on 


^^i^ 
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be  permitted  to  quote  anew  the  unofficial  utterance  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Hall,  of  Vermont,  as-presented  in  our  report  under 
California  in  IBJM : 

*•  'The  accuser,  whether  public  or  private,  ought  not  to  pre- 
side, a  proposition  based  upon  a  principle  adopted  by  our  State, 
and,  undoubtedly  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  embodied  in  a  law 
that  no  one  shall  act  as  judge  in  any  case  in  which  he  has  been 
an  attorney.  It  does  not  simply  include  a  prosecuting  attorney, 
or  an  attorney  acting  in  a  case,  but  every  attorney  who  may  have 
been  retained,  whether  having  knowledge  of  the  facts  or  not. 
It  is  not  technical,  but  prompted  by  the  well-known  fact,  that 
interest,  no  matter  how  small,  naturally  creates  a  bias  in  the 
mind,  and  all  courts  and  tribunals.  Masonic  as  well  as  others, 
should  be  like  Caesar  s  wife  "above  suspicion." ' 

"This  question  was  most  ably  discussed  by  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  of  California  in  1893,  of  which  that  eminent  jurist, 
the  late  M.  *.  W. ".  William  C.  Belcher,  Past  Grand  Master  of  that 
Grand  Lodge,  was  the  chairman,  and  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  same,  a  similar  decision  to  this,  which  now  comes  from 
Alabama,  was  overruled,  and  the  declaration  emphatically 
made  that  a  W. ".  M. '.  ought  not,  and  should  not,  i^reside  in  such 
cases.  The  further  consideration  of  the  (question  is  fraternally 
recommended  to  our  brethren  in  the  'Land  of  Rest. ' 

"Another  decision  shows  that  Alabama  permits  the  conferring 
gratuitously  of  the  degrees  upon  ministers  of  the  gospel.  The 
usage  formerly  prevailed  in  Vermont,  but  has  been  abandoned 
these  many  years.  In  our  belief,  it  tends  to  a  class  distinction 
that  is  entirely  unmasonic.  Under  it.  how  do  the  brethren  meet 
on  the  level  ?  Even  Alabama  seems  to  make  a  distinction,  as 
the  statistical  report  each  year  gives  the  number  of  ministers 
enrolled,  without  enumerating  the  members  of  other  professions, 
trades,  etc. 

"The  Grand  Master  granted  several  Dispensations  to  confer 
degrees  out  of  time,  and  received  therefor  a  mild  rebuke  from 
the  Special  Committee  to  whom  the  address  was  referred.  If  a 
Grand  Master  has  the  dispensing  power,  why  do  committees 
continue  to  take  him  to  task,  even  by  inference,  for  exercising 
it  ?  Better  dress  him  in  a  straight  jacket  of  constitutional,  non- 
dispensing  fabric,  or  commend  his  discretionary  exercise  of  the 
power  generally  conceded  to  be  his." 


Of  Jurisdiction  over  rejected  material,  Grand  Ma 
Fitzgerald  says : 

"I  further  informed  him,  that  I  do  not  and  cannot  aj 
doctrine  that  a  profane  rejected  by  a  Lodge  in  one  Jt 
is  ipso  facto  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  obtaining  the  i 
benefits  of  Masonry  in  another,  except  and  until  the  c 
the  subordinate  Lodge  which  rejected  him  has  been 
To  sanction  any  other  view  and  to  act  thereon,  migl 
opinion,  without  just  cause,  deprive  some  worthy  men 
cast  their  lots  in  with  us,  of  the  great  and  important  p 
l)eing  a  Mason.  I  also  maintain  that  each  subordinate 
this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  qualif 
profanes  residing  within  its  territory,  to  receive  the  i 
benefits  of  Masonry,  and  that  Masonic  comity  does  U' 
that  a  veto  upon  the  exercise  of  that  right  shall  be 
another  subordinate  Lodge  outside  of  this  Jurisdictioi 

Which  sentiment  was  heartily  applauded  by  the  < 
on  the  Address. 

He  holds  that  only  the  comer  stones  of  State  anc 
buildings  are  of  monuments  to  some  historic  event  oi 
personages  alone  should  be  laid  by  the  Grand  Lodg< 
all  others  proper  should  be  laid  by  the  Lodge. 

Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following  : 

•'No.  7.  Whereas,  The  use  and  sale  of  alcoholic 
beverage  is  a  most  serious  evil  and  obstacle  to  the 
and  progress  of  Freemasonry  ;  and,  whereas,  it  causei 
fall  of  untold  numbers  of  our  fellow -creatures  and 
the  integrity  of  our  Grand  and  Noble  Order  of  Freem 
as  Temperance  is  the  first  cardinal  virtue  of  our  Or 
'1*1  alwAVH  discourage  the  evils  of  intern; 
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be  deemed  f^ilty  of  unmaBonic  coaduct  and  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cordingly, 

"3rd.  That  any  person  hereafter  initiated,  passed,  or  raised, 
or  adoiitted  to  membership  in  a  Lodgre  in  this  Grand  Jarisdiction 

who  shall  engage  in  the  liquor  basinese,  as  referred  to,  shall 
likewise  be  deemed  guilty  of  unniasonic  conduct,  and  dealt  with 
accordingly. " 

We  wonder  if  the  historical  "'mint  jalip"  prodnced  this  effect. 

The  Home,  its  enlargement  and  its  maintenance,  is  employing 
the  energies  of  oar  brethren,  and  it  was — 

"Beimlved.  That  the  Worshipful  Master  of  every  subordinate 
Lodge  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  be  requested  to  appoint  a  com. 
mittee.  of  which  lie  shall  be  chairman,  to  raise  by  voluntary 
contribution,  or  ae  they  deem  best,  as  much  as  possible  for  this 
grand  charity." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprndence  report  that  "they  believe  it 
against  the  spirit  of  the  institution  to  have  pnblic  installation  of 
ofBcers."  and  recommended  an  amendment  to  the  digest  which 
gave  that  permiaaion,  thus  prohibiting  the  offence  in  future. 

J.  P.  Fitzgerald.  Fanaville.  G.  M. 

Geo.  W.  Carrington,  Richmond,  G.  Sec'y. 

We  greatly  regret  to  find  the  following  nnder  the  heading  of 
"Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence :" 

"The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  found  it  impos- 
sible to  prepare  a  report  to  lie  submitted  at  the  Annnal  Com- 
manication  of  ISIIS,  so  as  to  appear  in  these  Proceedings ;  but 
the  Craft  are  assured  that  a  report  is  now  being  prepared  and 
carefully  considered,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  neit  Grand 
Annnal  OommuntcHtion  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  appear  in  the 
Proceedings  of  IHlHi.  if  approved  and  ordered  aa  is  nsnal  by  that 

"By  request  of  the  committee. 

"Gkorgp.  W.  Carrington, 
"Grand  Secretary." 


Lodges,  and  these,  witd  one  ^^ 

awarded  charters. 

The  Grand  Lodge  met  for  the  first  time  in  a  fijced  ho 
City  of  Seattle,  and  were  greeted  by  the  Masonic  bo< 
sented  by  Bro.  A.  M.  Bmns,  who  delivered  a  most  adm 
dress,  from  which  we  make  an  extract  or  two  becans 
beauty,  for  which  we  hope  to  be  pardoned  by  you: 

"Masonry  takes  humanity  just  as  it  comes  from  th* 
the  Creator,  just  as  she  finds  it  in  the  world,  and  seeki 
it,  but  not  to  recreate  it.     It  is  not  a  man's  beliefs 
actions,  that  she  contemplates.     She  does  not  weave  i 
of  intricate  -and  abstruse  doctrines  about  him,  to  coi 
hamper  his  mind,  but  leaves  him  free  and  unfettered, 
his  religion,  his  politics  and  his  course  of  social  life.     S 
asks  that  he  be  a  man,  a  whole  man  and  nothing  I 
She  stands  outside,  unassociated  from  politics,  from  c 
and  from  social  distinctions.     But,  with  the  rough  i 
chisel  of  precept  and  discipline,  she  seeks  to  hew  off 
edges  of   human  selfishness,   and  the  immoral    tec 
human  character,  and  build  it  up  into  the  symmetry 
of  the  perfect  man." 

Again : 

"We  may  look  back  through  the  dim  vista  of  the 
history,  and  among  the  slumbering  centuries,  we 
passing  on  from  her  inception  to  the  present  day,  wi 
her  guiding  star,  and  morality  the  object  of  all  her 
and  undisturbed  amidst  the  tempests  of  politics 
commotions:  calm  and  serene  amidst  the  upheavals 
empires  and  nations;  serene  and  calm  amidst  the 
'•'^•—i  onH  theologrical  disputants;  uni 
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to-day  as  in  the  long  bnried  past,  with  the  same  symbolism, 
teaching  the  same  imperishable  truths  as  in  the  dark  ages. 

*'The  unchangeableness  of  Masonry  is  a  wonder  among  its  best 
friends,  but  the  reason  is  very  simple.  She  laid  hold  upon  great 
fundamental  truths  that  are  commensurate  with  human  existence; 
truths  that  will  be  applicable  as  far  and  as  long  as  the  human 
race  exists.  'Brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth.'  The  day  has 
never  been,  and  never  will  be,  when  'brotherly  love'  will  not  be 
a  necessity  and  a  virtue  among  men.  The  day  has  never  been, 
and,  in  the  present  order  of  things,  will  never  be,  when  relief 
will  not  be  a  necessity  and  a  virtue.  'The  poor  ye  have  always 
with  you'  is  as  true  to-day  as  it  was  nineteen  hundred  years  ago. 
To  succor  and  relieve  the  distressed,  to  rescue  the  perishing,  to 
warn  in  danger,  to  aid  in  counsel,  to  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe 
the  naked,  have  just  as  widespread  opportunity  and  are  just  as 
much  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Mason  of  to-day  as  when  the 
first  great  lights  shone  down  upon  her  sacred*  altar.  And  truth, 
which  has  long  been  buried  beneath  the  mass  of  human  error 
and  superstition,  is  slowly  emerging  from  debrys  of  exploded 
theories  and  distorted  fancies,  and  is  rising  like  a  refulgent  sun 
upon  a  dark  sky,  to  illumine  the  minds  and  permeate  the  hearts, 
and  to  dominate  the  lives  of  men.  But  to  achieve  the  victory 
truth  will  need  her  supporters,  for  error  never  dies  of  old  age. 
Nothing  but  'light,'  'more  light'  and  'further  light'  can  dispel 
the  gloom  and  dissipate  the  fogs  of  error  and  superstition." 

Grand  Master  W.  W.  Witherspoon  recommends  the  adoption 
of  a  statute  prohibiting  the  granting  of  Dispensations  for  con- 
ferring degrees  in  less  than  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  yet 
he  exercised  this  power  himself,  and  the  reasons  for  its  exercise 
were  good  ones.  Might  not  similar  cases  arise  of  emergency 
not  to  have  been  anticipated'?  Then  why  limit  the  discretion  of 
the  Grand  Master? 

He  made  many  decisions  which  appear  to  us  as  sound  Masonic 
law. 

He  reported  a  case  of  contumacy  on  the  part  of  a  W. '.  M.  *. 
towards  the  Grand  Master,  and  Grand  Lodge  ordered  as  a  pun- 
ishment a  reprimand. 

The  Wisconsin  plan  was  considered  and  Grand  Lodge  de- 
clared— 

"That  we  consider  charity  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of 
Freemasonry,  charity  for  all  mankind,  but  under  no  considera- 


require  and  the  donor's  ability  permits,  he,  of  coarse,  fi 
recipient  worthy,  therefore,  the  gift  must  be  that 
charity,  for  the  love  of  the  Brethren,  and  for  mar 
without  hope  of  fee  or  reward.  Your  Committee  d 
sider  this  either  a  reformatory  or  beneficiary  society, 
is  a  law  unto  itself,  and  under  no  circumstances  can 
local  or  class  legislation  to  hamper  its  influence  or  1 
pecuniary  contracts  subversive  of  its  land  marks  or  brc 
pies  of  the  Order. 

*'Your  Committee  would  therefore  recommend  tha 
proposition  be  rejected. " 

Grand  Master  concluded  his  Address  with  an  eamee 
members  of  Lodges  to  be  faithful  in  the  discharge 
duties  incumbent  on  them  as  such,  and  as  members  c 
temity  never  to  forget  the  responsibilities  as  such,  an 
so  to  live  and  act  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  they  mig 
ing  stones*'  fit  for  that  "spiritual  building  not^made  ^ 
eternal  in  the  heavens. " 

Balance  of  General  Fund  $1,621,  being  greater  thi 
before  $571. 

Suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  as  harase 
brethren  of  Washington  as  they  are  elsewhere,  and  th 
in  search  of  a  remedy. 

A  short  oration  on  very  short  notice  was  deliver* 
John  Arthur  on  '*What  is  the  mission  of  Masonry  in 
and  is  the  mission  accomplished?"  It  betokens  a  ret 
and  a  reflective  and  inquiring  mind. 

Yancey  C.  Blalock.  Walla  Walla.  G.  M. 
Thos.  M.  Reed,  Ol-mpia,  G.  Secy. 

Bro.  Reed.  Past  Grand  Master,  furnished,  with  the 
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He  applauds  the  position  of  onrQrsnd  Lodge  on  the  "chaa- 
tity"  qaestioB,  ttaongh  differing  from  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Jnriaprndence. 

Onr  brother  got  not  the  only  copy  of  onr  Proceedings  bo 
marred  by  the  printer,  but  we  hope  he  will  be  better  served  this 

On  Dispensatione  granting  Lodges  to  attend  divine  service  aa 
Bncb.  he  holds,  we  think,  correctly: 

"We  believe  that  a  Masonic  Lodge,  when  'clad  aa  Maaons,'  is 
thus  prepared  and  attired  only  for  purposes  of  Masonic  work. 
This  work  may  not  be  exclnsively  esoteric,  nor  confined  to  the 
Lodge  room,  bat  partly  pnblic  ceremonial.  Bnt  is  attending 
church,  or  "divine  service.'  in  any  sense.  Masonic  work?  We 
question  not  the  dnty  of  Mason  or  profane,  according  to  his  re- 
ligions faith  and  belief,  or  as  to  him  seeuieth  good,  to  attend 
'divine  service."  But  it  Mecmeth  not  to  be  the  work  of  a  Lodge 
of  Masons,  bnt  more  properly  the  individual  Mason's  privilege, 
or  duty,  as  he  may  regard  it.  to  attend  any  religions  service  he 
may  desire.  Bverj'  Masonic  Lodge  is  dedicated  to  God,  whom 
all  are  tanght  to  worship  and  adore.  Bnt  Masons  worship  him 
according  to  their  individual  conceptions  of  his  being  and  attri- 
butes, unrestricted  by  Masonic  law  or  dictation.  In  the  Lodge? 
Yea,  truly,  both  in  and  out  of  the  Lodge;  in  secret  or  publicly, 
in  temples  solemnly  dedicated  for  that  purpose. 

'"There  may  l>e  consistency  as  well  as  good  reason  why  the 
Knights  Templar,  clad  in  the  insignia  of  that  order,  should  at- 
tend Christian  divine  service,  for  that  is  of  his  particular  faith; 
hut.  while  all  Knights  Templars  are  Freemasons,  all  Freemasons 
are  not  Templars,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  religiona  sect  or 
opinions,  except  a  sincere  belief  in  the  universal  fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man." 

He  by  no  means  approves  of  the  provision  in  the  by-laws  of 
some  Lodges  which  excludes  from  voting  or  holding  ofBce  a 
member  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues,  and  gives  good  reasons  for 
his  opinions. 

Washington  is  one  of  the  few  Grand  Lodges  which  has  cast  off 
the  representative  system,  and  on  this  subject  he  says: 

"We  are  not  prepared  to  say  the  system  is  not  ornamental, 
falling  upon  the  shoulders  of  many  who  are  pleasantly  sensitive 
to  snch  things,  but  its  utility  is  weak  iu  perceptibility,  as  we 
view  the  sitaatipn," 


may  yet  continue,  tbongn  niBmanuewm  tan  v/.a«^.v.^- 
shoulders  if  it  should  fall  on  Bro.  Upton's.  We  will  i 
ever. 

WEST  VIRGINIA— 31st  Annual,  November, 

Lodges,  106;  members,  5,567;  gain,  315. 

Grand  Master  G.  W.  Feidt  authorized  by  Dispensatio 
mation  of  two  new  Lodges,  and  these,  with  four  oth 
chartered,  one  being  still  continued  U.  D. 

He  bewails  the  dullness  of  the  times,  and  fears  for 
upon  the  Order,  yet  not  "without  hope." 

He  is  urgent  on  the  necessity  for  the  establishment 
sonic  Home.  The  Committee  on  the  Address  recomm< 
appointment  of  a  committee  *to  inquire  into  the  prop 
expediency  of  purchasing  ground,  etc.,"  which  was  do 
committee  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was  rdopted, 
that  a  circular  to  the  several  Subordinates  be  sent  inqn 
much  money  could  be  raised  for  this  object,  in  order 
port  might  be  made  at  the  next  Annual. 

With  regard  to  the  Wisconsin  proposition  for  Masoi 
this  Grand  Lodge  says: 

"Having  examined  with  such  care  as  possible  the  pi 
sonic  relief,  proposed  by  a  committee  of  the  Grand 
Wisconsin,  we  are  not  inclined  to  recommend  its  adopt 
time  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  we  suggest  that  a  brief 
of  the  proposition  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings  of  t 
body,  that  it  may  be  considered  by  the  brethren. " 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  of  near  $4,0( 
John  M.  Collins,  Charleston,  G.  M. 
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Yet  he  states  his  difference  where  he  entertains  different  views, 
as  in  the  following: 

"His  fourth  decision  does  not  impress  me  favorably.  I  know 
of  no  law  that  requires  a  Worshipful  Master  to  withdraw  from 
the  Lodge  room  while  a  vote  is  taking  on  any  proposition.  If  he 
have  the  right  to  preside  when  personally  present,  and  no  one 
will  undertake  to  say  that  he  has  not  that  privilege,  he  certainly 
would  have  the  privilege  to  remain  in  his  Lodge  room  when  a 
vote  is  taking,  even  if  he  did  prefer  the  charges  against  the 
brother  who  may  be  on  trial.  The  Master  is  the  supreme  ruler 
of  his  Lodge,  and  cannot  be  deposed  except  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  then  only  by  a  strict  trial  upon  charges  regularly  filed.  The 
decision  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

"  'That  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  may  preside  at  a  trial,  though 
he  preferred  the  charges,  but,  if  he  actively  engages  in  or  con- 
ducts the  prosecution,  he  cannot  preside,  and  must  retire  when 
the  vote  is  being  taken.  * 

"No.  18  is  also  new  law  to  me.  In  our  State,  and  in  all  others 
that  I  know  of,  it  is  un-Masonic  for  a  Lodge  to  turn  out  in  pub- 
lic display,  especially  on  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration,  without  a 
special  Dispensation.     Here  is  the  decision  referred  to: 

*'  'Held  that  any  number  of  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction  have 
the  right  to  meet  at  the  hall  of  one  of  said  Lodges,  and  have  the 
officers  of  the  several  Lodges  publicly  installed;  and  in  doing  so, 
to  form  procession  and  have  a  general  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tion, without  any  Dispensation. ' " 

The  printer  had  badly  mixed  matters  sure  enough,  for  we  find 
our  copy  no  better  than  that  in  Bro.  Atkinson's  hands.  We 
thank  him  for  his  kind  words,  which  we  fully  appreciate. 

WISCONSIN— o2nd  Annual,  June,  1896. 

Lodges.  235;  members,  16,408;  gain,  407. 

A  Dispensation  for  a  new  Lodge  was  issued  and  one  continued 
at  the  last  Communication,  and  to  both  of  these  were  granted 
Charters  at  this. 

M. ".  W.  •.  Grand  Master  W.  W.  Perry,  in  his  Address,  speaks 
of  Masonry  as  "a  plant  of  slow  and  steady  growth'*  and  also  as 
"a  pleasant  and  safe  path  to  travel,  but,  alas!  how  forgetful  we 
are  to  walk  therein."    He  says  truly  enough  that  **the  cry  of  the 


thrown  about  him;  all  these  are  aoour  us,  anu  »re  ui 
yet,  the  aims  of  Masonry  find  their  foundation  in  the 
ance  of  these  acts. " 

His  descant  on  Masonry  is  very  instructive  and  appl 
suggestive  to  the  thinking  mind.     From  it  we  copy  the  i 

*'The  M.  M.  Degree  teaches  a  lesson. in  immortali 
not  soon  forgotten;  it  is  a  lesson  that  should  constant 
U8  of  our  approaching  end,  and  cheer  us  with  the  the 
'it  is  not  all  of  life  to  live,  nor  all  of  death  to  die;' 
deeds,  like  our  souls,  are  immortal,  and  that  every  Maf 
rewarded  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  ^ 
fair  and  equitable  adjustment  and  is  all  we  ask.  So  '1 
and  doing.' " 

Orand  Lodge  funds  amount  to  $14,520. 

An  able  Report  on  what  is  known  as  the  Wisconsin  F 
for  Systematized  Lodge  Relief  is  made  by  the  Special ' 
on  that  subject,  meeting  some  of  the  objections  to  i 
elude  that  *  'the  proposition  having  now  been  adopted  I 
States  of  Wisconsin.  California  and  Nebraska,  a  com 
between  them  in  accordance  therewith.  Your  Comm 
opinion  that  nothing  further  can  be  done  at  present, 
time  and  observation  of  beneficial  results  to  bring  in  o 

Albro  Jenks,  Dodgeville,  G.  M. 

John  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee,  G.  Sec'y. 

M.  *.  W.  •.  Bro.  George  Bouck,  as  Chairman,  present 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  1 
copy: 

"The  M.  •.  W.  *.  Grand  Master  cannot  deliver  an  add 
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"It  is  a  remarkable  status — an  anomalous  condition  of  things. 

"The  Report  of  the  Committee  upon  Foreign  Correspondence 
may  be  in  conflict  with  the  decisions  and  views  of  the  M.  *.  W.  *. 
Grand  Master,  the  adjudications  of  this  M. '.  W.  *.  Grand  Lodge; 
it  may  criticise,  repudiate  or  intimate  doubts  of  the  wisdom,  pro- 
priety and  regularity  of  the  Grand  Master's  decisions,  acts  and 
conduct;  of  the  conduct,  adjudications,  edicts,  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  Report,  without  consideration 
or  an  opportunity  for  consideration,  is  published  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Lodge,  thereby  a  quasi  endorsement  by  the 
Grand  Lodge." 

This  Report  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  which  re- 
ported as  follows: 

"Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  beg  leave  to  report: 

"That  in  so  far  as  the  said  Report  recommends  that  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  be  hereafter  re- 
ported to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  its  concurrence,  we  heartily  en- 
dorse and  recommend  its  adoption  by  this  Grand  Lodge;  and  in 
so  far  as  the  printing  of  the  said  Correspondence  is  concerned,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  same  should  not  hereafter  be  published 
unless  ordered  by  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Annual  Session.  We 
are  further  of  the  opinion  that  Past  Grand  Master  Gabriel  Bouck 
is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  his  able  Report, 
and  we  fully  concur  in  the  same  and  recommend  its  adoption  in 
full  by  this  Grand  Lodge." 

WYOMING— 21  ST  Annual,  September,  1895. 

Lodges,  16;  members,  976;  gain,  61. 

Grand  Master  J.  T.  HoUiday  speaks  hopefully  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Craft,  as  "growing  in  members,  and  in  a  satisfac- 
tory financial  condition." 

He  placed  before  Grand  Lodge  the  proposition  from  Colorado 
for  the  Washington  centennial,  of  which,  however,  we  hear  no 
more.  Also  that  fi*om  Wisconsin  relating  to  Masonic  relief, 
which  met  his  approval  and  also  that  of  Grand  Lodge,  as  appears 
from  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  in  the 
following  language: 

"It  is  the  duty  of  each  Lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own  members 
in  distress,  wherever  they  may  be.     In  case  of  its  inability  so  to 


As  the  same  was  not  in  conflict  with  Masonic  law 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  Grand  Treasurer  reports  a  balance  on  hand  of  ^ 

F.  Chatterton,  Rawlins,  G.  M. 

William  L.  Kuykendall,  Saratoga,  G.  Secy. 

This  latter  presented  an  exceedingly  fresh  and  spark 
on  Correspondence,  giving  an  excellent  view  of  the  c 
the  Craft  in  other  Jurisdictions.  Alabama  for  18i 
fraternal  notice.  He  differs  from  our  ruling  on  tl: 
restoration  after  suspension  in  the  following  language 

"We  have  contended,  and  remain  of  the  opinion, 
cases  restoration  should  be  upon  petition  by  the  ] 
when  ordered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  to  full  e 
in  the  Lodge.  Either  that  or  refuse  restoration.  I 
enough  for  membership  in  his  Lodge,  then  he  is  not  g 
to  be  placed  in  a  position  to  impose  upon  the  membei 
ally.  Upon  a  reversal,  as  above,  we  hold  no  restora 
be  necessary,  as  the  verdict  of  the  Lodge  was  rendei 
void  and  left  the  member  exactly  where  he  was  befo 

And  with  another  clipping  with  which  we  most  he 
we  will  for  the  present  leave  our  good  Brother: 

"We  emphatically  dissent  from  the  declaration  tl 
man  made  a  Mason  in  a  regularly  constituted  anc 
Lodge,  is  a  clandestine  Mason.  We  hold  that  he 
Mason  in  every  respect,  and  where  so  made  in  an 
Jurisdiction  the  clandestine  mark  is  entirely  out  of 
a  reflection  upon  the  regularity  of  the  latter.  If  W 
""  -— — '^*««i  'tninfuiir't.inn.  or  that  doctrim 


NAMES  AND  NUMBEKS  OF  LODGES, 

With  the  number  of  Members,  amount  of  Dues  paid  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  number  of  those  Entered,  Passed,  Raised, 
Afliliated,  Rejected  and  Dimitted,  since  last  return. 
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■m 

4Si\ 

Winston  Star 

4.V 

Headland 

4!ll- 

Mount  Vetnon.... 

4« 

■■1  1 

44-; 

Bethlehem 

44J 

fift 
11 
21 
21 
24 

r^ 
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15 

31 
24 
15 

2 

7 

'2 
4 
1 
1 
2 
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10  50 
7  00 

12  00 

13  50 
•10  00 

50  00 

n  50 
7 .50 

14  50 

12  00 

7  60 

'9 

44^ 

i 

1 
1 

'h 

"i 

1 

'3 

'8 

'2 

1 
1 

S 

i 

I 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 
2 

446 
447 

448 
441) 
480 
451 
4&2 
453 
454 
455 
456 
457 
458 

Ueds    

Taytoj-  . , 

Bankhead 

Beulah   . . 

17 
110 

2 
4 

800 
63  00 

1 

8 

« 

8 

2 
4 

k 

B^semer 

NAMES  OF  LODGES. 


Hardy  Howie.. 
King  Solomon  . 

Ben  Sims 

Corinthian 

Addison 

Haleysville 

Oakman 

Doihan 

Kennedy  

Bethany^ 

Enterprise 

Hoke's  Bluff... 
Mt,  WillinR.... 

Bailevton 

Stanton  

Blocton    

DeatsviUe 

Avondale  

Renfroe 


477 

478Guin. 

47f'|Rock  Springs .... 

480  Fast  Lake 

481  iLocusl  Fork    

4H2  Millport 

483  Davis  Fraternal.. 

4(*4  Lebanon  

48o  Monroe    

4S«  Cedar  Bluff 

4M7  Round  Mountain  . . 

48N  Luverne 

4«f  Burn!  Corn 

491)  Mahan 

4tll|New  Decatur 


13  00 

f 

1 

]?,»] 

27  5e 

4 

15  00 

f 

1200 

f 

in  w 

50* 

.S 

s 

8  0(1 

J 

•15  an 

f 

IS  Ml 

iao( 

13  OC 

V 

•ii;  in: 

10  ac 

! 

1 

15  m 

( 

•]»  (Ml 

1 

21  ISO 

NAMES  OF  LODGES. 


t12  00 
15  00 
9  00 
10  50 

6  00 

14  SO 

10  50 

11  00 

7  50 
10  50 
20  00 

15  00 

8  00 
13  00 

*16  00 
17  60 

10  50 
15  50 

11  50 
4  00 


Delmar   

Caldwell 

Sheffield   

Midland  Ciiy 

Tennessee  River. 

Irondale 

Gporfie  Morrow. . 

Mount  Signal 

Brookwood 

Wilsonvilie 

Johns 

Cunningham   


Cottonwood 

James  D.  Truss 

Magnolia 

East  Bend 

Hewiit 

Vy    F,  Aldrich 

Almond 

Windham 

VVoodlawn  Fraternal.. 

Hackleburf; 

Mlddlelnn 

Charlton    

Brown's X  Roads  ... 

MylesJ.Green 

Muscadine 

SulliKent 

Whitfield 

Bozeman  

Spnng  Hiii '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Remlap 

Wewoka     

Searight 

Mt,  LJnion 

Mt.  Zion 

Bridgeport  


13  50 
17  00 
11  50 
♦31  50 


0(0 

•g 


o 

o 

• 

S 

6 

• 

o 

B 

c 

Z  Z 

< 

U 

« 

u 

a 

a 


544 
545 
546 
548 
549 


H.  Clav  Armstrong 

H.  C.  Tompkins 

Boaz 

Carmichael  U.  D 

Carney  U.  D 


U 
13 
18 
15 


2 
2 


6  50 
6  50 


1 
7 
1 
6 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


lUsIng  Virtue,  No.  4— Leven  P.  Baker,  Andrew  Crocker. 

Farrar.  No.  e-James  L.  Uorgan. 

Royal  White  Hart.  No.  10— Alto  V.  Lee,  Seth  Mabry,  John  L. 

McEae,  Walter  C,  Petty.  Jaa.  F.  Walker. 
Montgomery,  No.  II— Angnstns  Davis,  Samuel  Lewis. 
Florence,  No.  14— David  B.  Qarrett,  Sam'l  L.  Ivea,  Wm.  Linder, 

John  Hachdeman,  Wm.  Ragsdale,  John  A.  Short, 

Joab  Q.  Hines. 
George  Washington.  No.  24 — George  L.  Thomae. 
Selma  FrateTnal,  No.  27 — Homer  V.   Bachelder,  Jamee  Eiander- 

dale,  Robert  McEee.  Daniel  M.  Thrash,  Charles  E. 

Wallin,  Joseph  Q.  Wilkins. 
Rising  Snn,  No.  39— Robert  P.  Baker,  Wm.   R.  Jones,  Lonis  D. 

Seward,  David  T.  Wachter,  Joseph  M.  Kontzen, 

Andrew  J.  Brown.  Miles  C.  Wade. 
Conrtland,  No.  87~John  H.  Loosier.  Wm.  A.  Norton. 
Harmony,  No.  4&— Jnnins  E.  Battle,  R.   Frank  Crawford,  John 

W,  Drewry,  Charles  A.  Stevens,  Robert  H.  Walker. 
Union.  No.  50— Wm.  F.  Adams, 
Greening,  No.  53— Ezekiel  Jones, 
Mt.  Moriah,  No.  55— Edward  F.  Blake.  Joseph  A.  Gddlns,  Henry 

E.  Mullins. 
Tnskegee.  No.  57— John  T.  Glover,  Wiley  M.  Higgins,  Robert 

J.  Taylor,  George  P.  Wood,  Thomas  F,  Dongh- 

Benton.  No.  .59— Thomas  H.  Lnndy. 

St.  Johns,  No.  63~SamQel  H,  Logan. 

Hampden  Sidney,  No.  67 — Joseph  B.  Myrick. 

Howard,  No.  69— John  O'Flaherty. 

Central,  No.  70— Jamee  Murphy,  Jasper  N.  Campbell,  Wm.  M. 

Mills.  Dr.  J.  Moreland. 
Tohopeka.  No.  71— Chnrchwell  M.  Corprew.   Henry  N.  Garrett, 

John  A.  Upshaw,  C.  Milton  Colwell,  James  M. 

Smith. 
Solomon,  No.  74— Wm.    1.  Brook.   Green  L.  GrifQn.  James  M. 

Brooks,  John  G.  Dean,  Wm.  H.  Hndson,  Wm.  J. 


Friendship,  no.  '^^  - 

Tatnm  H.  Ware. 
Tnckabatchee,  No.  96— John  C.  Chaderwick,  Wm. 

wick,  Thomas  J.  Gibson,  Josephns  J 

J.  Porter. 
Hartwell,  No.  101— John  R.  Draper,  G^eorge  D.  Hi 

Jewel. 
Good  Samaritan,  No.  104— L.  C.  J.  Phillips,  L.  B.  ] 

W.   Johnson,   Joseph   A.   G.   Fuller, 

Shepard. 
Forest  Hill,  No.  110— James  M.  Smith. 
Sylvan,  No.  Ill — Coleman  G.  Phillips. 
De  Kalb,  No.  116— Thomas  R.  Jacoway,  Francis  M. 
Camp  Hill,  No.  120— Wm.  J.  Gilmore,  Henry  W.  g 

M.  Watkins. 
Bolivar,  No.  127 — Napoleon  B.  Bnrch,  James  C. 

Richard  Carter,  Charles  A.  Hall,  Th 

Mahon,  Thomas  Westmoreland,  Jos? 
Geneva,  No.  129— Daniel  Powell,  P.  B.  Berry,  Wn 

Matheny. 
Bnrleson,  No.  14S— David  Shamblin.  John  T.  Stanf 

Miller,  Elihu  C.  Murphy,  Albert  L. 

J.  Rogers,  Calvin  S.  Scott. 
Fraternity,  No.  145— James  B.  Fowler,  Thomas  B. 
Missouri,  No.  146— Charles  Reeves,  Jefferson  B.  F 
Monroeville,  No.  158— Wm.  F.  Garrett,  Wm.  R.  1 

L.  Smit)i,  John  W.  Rambley. 
Penick,   No.    161— Wm.   Emfinger,   W.   J.   Thor 

Cousens. 
Hendrix,  No.  162— Charles  H.  McBride. 
Fayetteville  Authentic,  No.  163~Thomas  H.  Pit 
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Andrew  Jackson,   No.  173 — Swan  J.  Burnett,  Peyton  B.  Bibb, 

Albert  W.  Blue,  Charles  A.  Davis,  Robert  C. 
Fariss,  Alex.  B.  Garland,  Robert  H.  Hudson, 
Julius  P.  Knabe,  Jasper  Hicks. 

Cataula,  No.  186  —Nathaniel  B.  Thompson. 

Brush  Creek,  No.  191— G.  B.  Crowe,  W.  S.  Gay,  W.  C.  Hall, 

Albert  Smith,  A.  J.  Thomas,  W.  B.  Hill. 

Hopewell,  No.  193— George  R.  Reynolds,  John  W.  Stowers. 

Hillabee,  No.  197 — Andrew  J.   Bice,  Daniel  B.   Brown,   M.   J. 

Coker,  Robert  H.  Candle,  Bluford  L.  Dean,  Wm. 
Johnson,  James  T.  Mathews. 

Sylacauga,  No.  200— Charles  H.  Allison,  W.  B.  F.  Stone,  R.  M. 

Phillips,  Bomar  H.  Saterwhite. 

York,  No.  211 — Henry  W.  Long,   Benjamin  M.  Long,   John  H. 

Crawford,  Napoleon  B.  Posey,  N.  Mason  Root,  Wm. 
H.  Stribling,  R.  Frank  Wyatt,  James  A.  O'Rear, 
Chesley  H.  Cranford,  Andrew  M.  Stovall,  Howard 
Lamar,  Joseph  T.  Sherer,  Robert  W.  Long,  Joseph 
F.  Appling,  Wm.  C.  Rosamond,  James  A.  Hug- 
gins,  L.  B.  Hall. 

CarroUton,  No.  214— Milton  G.  Lofton. 

Sam  Dixon,  No.  218 — James  A.  Reeves,  Jos.  D.  Cunningham,  B. 

F.  Savage. 
Lineville,  No.  219 — W.  O.  Jenkins. 
Louisville,  No.  225 — Henry  Myres. 

Dallas,  No.  228— Samuel  O.  Striplin,  Joel  C.  Wade,  Benjamin  O. 

Bridges,  Charles  W.  Brown,  Meschack  W.  Johnson. 
Sepulga,  No.  233— Walter  C.  Bennett,  Isaac  F.  Mixon,  William 

Phillips. 
John  Payne,  No.  245 — Columbus  Dixon,  William  T.  Rickman, 

Edward  J.  Tumblin. 
Harrison,  No.  246— Henry  T.  Bush,  Frank  Knight. 
Camp  Creek,  No.  251 — James  T.  Davidson,  Richard  H.  Davidson. 
Rose  Hill,  No.  253 — Daniel  Morrison. 
Quitman,  No.  254 — Crenshaw  Howell. 
Gaylesville,  No.  256 — Samuel  W.  Berry. 
Ervin,  No.  257 — Elijah  A.  Ferguson,  Joseph  F.  Bradley,  George 

W.  McDade,  Henry  C.  Sides,  Richmond  Townley. 
Talladega,  No.  261— Milton  B.  Barnes,  Wm.  M.  Costner,  Wm.  E. 

Mynott,  Martin  H.  Hansard,  John  H.  Hicks,  James 

G.  Nolan,  Wm.  D.  Haralson,  John  E.  Hughston, 
Wm.  T.  Hamilton,  Joseph  E.  Camp. 


I^JAXAA  v»-. 


Bullock,  No.  27«— w.  yj. 
Larkinsville,  No.  277 — Jesse  H.  Caflfey,  Levi  Harriso 
Springville,  No.  28() — James  H.  Helm,  George  M.  Jo 
Georgiana,  No.  285— Duncan  B.  Taylor,  Wm.  T.  We 
Clinton,  No.  287 — Andrew  J.  Avant,  John  W.  Hugb 

Thomas,  Wm.  H.  Bottoms,  Elly  B.  Tn 

H.  Cain. 
Norris,  No.  301— Henry  H.  Malone,  Benjamin  F.  Pri 

min  F.  Grice,  Isaac  J.  Martin,  Richard 
Winfield,  No.  304 — Joseph  S.  Hodges,  Jesse  B.  Nevil 
Central  City,  No.  305— Robert  R.  Caruthers,  Georg 

Andrew  J.  Goodwin,  Leonard  C.  Harr 

S.  Wetmore. 
Warrenton,  No.  320— John  J.  Bennett,  Thomas  Nol 

Thompson. 
Pleasant  Hill,  No.  321— Wm.  M.  Brook. 
Oliver,  No.  334 — Christopher  C.  Beverly,  John  A.  I 

W.  Bush,  Robert  N.  Norwood. 
Georgiana  Davis,  No.  388— David  H.  McCord. 
Ragan,  No.  341 — Jonathan   Williams,  Hardy  Coc 

Steadam,  James  M.  Busby,  Commode 
Hamilton,  No.  844— John  C.  Belk,  Bloom  R.  Fite. 
Hurtsboro,  No.  346— Henry  A.  Crouch. 
Bienville,  No.  848 — James  Mc Arthur,  Gilbert  S. 

Walthal. 
Ozark,  No.  349— A.  T.  Borders,  Daniel  E.  Byrd,  Oi 
Wilson  Williams,  No.  351 — James  J.  Goin,  L.  J 

Waldrop,  Wm.  Jackson,  Eli  F.  Da 

R.  Mathews,  J.  W.  Hines,  Jerre  M. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  858 — J.  L.  Mathews,  Lemuel  A.  I 
"~-^-"  No.  364— Wm.  A.  Lovoon,  James  T  W 
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Chester,  No,  368— Wm.  C.  PaBlejr,  John  S.  Femmon,  Thomas 
Cross,  Theophilns  W.  Stevens,  George  W.  Uitchell. 

Bonston,  No.  365— Jsmes  A.  Lane,  Alfred  F.  Cole. 

Cotaco,  No.  36fl— Jefferson  D.  Culbreath,  W.  H.  Carter,  William 
Ryan,  Joseph  A.  Prince. 

Atheletan,  No.  3<i9-Thomas  P.  Brewer,  Milton  fl.  Oardner, 
Charles  R.  Harwell,  R,  Hiddleton,  Harvey  Ray, 
Wm.  K.  Thnrber,  Simon  P.  Gray.  Robert  C.  Craw- 
ford, James  W.  Crawford. 

Goliad,  No.  370— Benjamin  D.  Eelley,  Henry  HcCoUnm.  Wm. 
Stmthers. 

Weognfka,  No.  378 -Henry  C.  Dollar.  JameeT.  Lesley. 

Ohatchee.  No.  380— Robert  N.  Thomson.  Andrew  J.  Brown, 
David  Boozer,  George  F.  Hiller,  M.  L.  Jones. 
Thomaa  J.  Williamsoii. 

Attalla,  No.  383— John  T.  Keener,  Henry  C.  Tant,  O.  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  A.  Richardson. 

Birminf^ham  Fralemal,  No.  384— L.  B.  Bmce.  B.  G.  Copeland, 
John  P.  Carpenter,  C.  F.  Donthit.  Robert  W.  Eet- 
lin,  Stephen  J.  Guscott,  Henry  Hnghee,  Robert  L, 
Harris,  J.  W.  Joy.  P.  K.  McMiUer,  Jack  S.  Moore, 
Wm.  H.  Morria,  Henry  N.  Roeser.  Dnlane  A.  Rna- 
sell,  George  W.  Roane,  James  Shannon,  Phillip 
Vance,  Wm.  W.  Wright,  Charles  F.  Walters. 

Newbnrgh,  No.  388— James  W.  Fergerson,  Clark  T.  Smith. 

Vernon,  No.  389- Samael  B.  Gosey,  Daniel  G.  W.  Hollis,  Wm. 
A,  J.  Brock,  James  A.  McCollnm. 

North  Border,  No.  391— Wm.  G.  Wright,  Wm,  A.  Ridgeway, 
John  W.  Johnson,  Thomas  A.  Powers. 

Hickory  Flat.  No.  392— Joseph  T.  Hudson,  Franklin  M.  Pepper 

Falkville,  No.  306— Andrew  J.  Patterson. 

Black  Oak.  No.  397— Wm.  C.  L.  Hendon. 

Hartselle,  No.  398— George  W.  Vest. 

Grady,  No.  404— Thomas  J.  Hndson. 

Doric.  No.  406— George  M.  Herington,  Walter  E.  Sistmnk, 
Robert  Y.  Ware,  James  E,  Wallace,  Thomas  I. 
Bowles,  Thomas  A.  Bace,  J.  H.  Dnpriest.  jr.. 
James  P.  Cottle,  John  D.  Cranford. 

Hillsboro,  No.  408 — John  C.  Baker,  George  J.  Letson.  James  H. 
Oilleepie,  James  E.  Gailey. 


High  Shoals,  No.  418— Wm.  W.  Stitt. 
George  Smith,  No.  417— H.  J.  Sexton,  John  F.  Mc 

Vines,  Henry  T.  Vines. 
I  Hilton,  No.  419— Buckley  M.  Sides. 

Broomtown,  No.  420 — Madison  McMitchel,  James  T 
Cnllman  Fraternal,  No.  421 — David  Garrett,  Henry 
Shorterville,  No.  422— Angfus  J.  Teagne,  Joel  Willia 

Roberts,  John  T.  Farmer. 
Clanton,  No.  428 — James  M.  Bivins,  Wm.  H.  Foshec 

Gray,  Lee  ELayes,  Levi  Marcus. 
;  Milo  Abercrombie,  No.  429— James  A.  Killan,  Robt. 

;  Albertville,  No.  430— Allerson  L.  Bishop,  Wm.  A.  Dj 

B.  Hays,  John  R.   Mayo,    James   L 
Edward  E.  Woodham. 
I  Steels  Station,  No.  432— John  H.  Walker. 


)  Branchville,  No.  483— John  Eillian,  James  C.  Stone. 

]  Ware,  No.  436— Wm.  F.  Belgen,  Edward  Fulmer,  i 

'  Smith. 

i  Fort  Payne,  No.  487— Jackson  Fassett,  Isaac  Frank 

Cochran,  Patrick  H.  Hansard,  Frank 
Joseph  Keith,  Edward  Lloyd,  Lewis 
Charles   E.    Menkie,    Charles  Towns 
West. 
Headland,  No.  438— Bryant  L.  Cain,  John  Ham. 
Forney,  No.  440— James  J.  Baker. 
Anniston,  No.  443— Edward  G.  Caldwell,  John  D.  F< 

P.  Huger,  Robert  Thompson,  E.  W.  E 
Sloan,  E.  J.  Tuttle. 
AUsboro,  No.  444— Henry  Gable. 
C'Alera,  No.  445— Eli  Crim,  W.  M.  Deal,  I.  D.  Han 

Selflrreen.  Jattiar  M.  RiindArfl    W    TT    1 
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Oibosn,  No.  453— John  W.  Shields. 

Lee,  No.  454— T.  R.  Botsford.  Thomaa  C.  Prier.  I.  A.   Stowe^ 

Hugh  H.  Wilson. 
Benlat),  No.  455— J.  D.  Henderson.  Henry  B.  Holt. 
Harris.  No.  457— J.  T.  Weaver,  Thomas  B.  Franklin. 
Bessemer.  No.  468— John  D.  Pell.  E.  A.  lUinKSworth,  J.  W.  Mc- 

Adory,  John  E.  Parsons,  James  K  ParaonB,  Joseph 

Skews,  C.  R.  Nail. 
Corinthian.  No.  462— Richard  W.  Francis,  Evan  P.  Owen. 
Deatsville,  No.  476— Marqnis  A.  Pyron,  Wm.  H.  Clark,  Wm.  L. 

Maaaengale,    Wm.     W.     Worrell.     Alphena    C. 

Swindell. 
Avondale,  No.  476 — Simeon  A,  Bddins,  Isaac  E,  Hood,  James  T. 

Haynon.  Harry  Preiee,  David  C.  Uovan. 
Renfroe.  No.  477— E.  V.  Moore, 
East  Lake,  No.  480— John  A.  Ellard,  Renben  B.  Thornton.  James 

N.  Martin,  John  F.  Gable. 
Locnst  Fork.  No.  481— John  Smith,  Uriah  Tidwell. 
Ronnd  Monntain.  No.  487— Wm.  D.  Robertbon,  David  T.  Bmneon. 
Lnveme,  No.  488— Wm.  L.  Mills.  Isaac  L.  Mills,  Charles  W. 

Payne. 
New  Decatnr,  No.  491- Joseph  F.  Church,  James  H.  McCoy. 
Ashford.  No.  493— Hngh  Y.  Orayson. 
Sheffield,  No.  503 -Oranville  A.  Pease,  James  H.  Partlow,  John 

Pettitt,  John  A.  Short. 
Midland  City,  No.  604— Joseph  P.  Pelham.  Sam'l  C.  Windham. 
George  Morrow,  No.  507— James  H.  Laesiter,  Adrian  D.  Prayton, 

Dizon  Rogers,  A.  Lee  Taylor.  W.  T.  Wilson. 
Brookwoud,  No.  608 — Joseph  M.  Jerrell. 
WiUonville.    No.   510— Wm.  T.   Smith,  Jonathan  M.   Brown, 

Ewell  O.  Dawson. 
Johns,  No.  511— Wm.  M.  Mitchell. 
Cottonwood.  No.  514 — Alei  Ontlaw. 
Davis,  No.  518— Calvin  B.  Davis. 
Hewett,  No.  619 — James  D  Hadaway. 
Gnrley,  No.  631— John  B.  Stephens. 

Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  52.'i— Henry  O.  Mizell,  PeterSweeney. 
Brown's  X  Roads,  No.  539- Bnrrell  A.  Brown. 
Bozemau,  No.  534— Hngh  W.  CaSey. 
Searight,  No.  540— John  W  Hndelston,  James  A.  Stewart. 
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'  Rising  Virtne,  No.  4 — William  R.  Ledbetter,  Gene 

Monlton,  No.  6— George  F.  Aldridge. 

Farrar,  No.  8 — Stephen  Ellis,  John  B.  Watson. 

Royal  White  Hart.  No.  10- William  T.  Hightower 

Pruett. 

Montgomery,  No.  11— Herman  Simon,  William  M.  1 

A.  Bailey. 
Florence,  No.  14 — James  J.  Belew,  William  A.  Hern 

B.  Thomas. 
Athens,  No.  16 — Henry  A.  Hartman,  Silas  R.  Hine. 
George  Washington,  No.  24— Robert  J.  Hill,  Alfn 
Dale,  No.  25 — Jerre  A.  Gnllette,  John  B.  Christian. 
Selma    Fraternal,   No.   27— Thomas   E.   Harwell, 

Lavender. 
Rising  Snn,  No.  29 — Green  P.  Orendorff ,  Joseph  S. 

ander  S.  Darnell. 
Washington,  No.  36— William  R.  Mercer,  Willian 

liams,  Gteorge  L.  Jenkins. 
Conrtland,  No.  37 — David  Leith. 
Wetnmpka,  No.  39  —Charles  P.  Walker,  George  E. 
Mobile,  No.  40— Edward  L.  Borstein,  Sidney  S.  Pni 

Shaw. 
Livingston,  No.  41 — Harry  R.  Foss,  John  R.  Smith 

ELamilton. 
Hiram,  No.   42. — Isaac  A.   Lester,  Jacob   N.    Bi 

Countryman. 
Harmony,  No.  46— Willis  B.  Bntt,   George  W.   ' 

Edmonson,    Jr.,  Samnel    Friedman 

Gretchins,  J.  C.  Griffin,  Alexander  1 
Demopolis,  No.  49— William  F.  GloVer,  William  ] 
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Ste.  John,  No.  63— Richard  H.  Griffin,  Joehnft  J.  Uanea,  Charles 

R.  Radford,  Qnstavna  A.  Oraa,  Robert  G.  Bryan. 

Charles  P.  West. 
Hampden  Sidney,  No.  67— Marion  A.  Boby,  William  Q.  Conaine. 
Tohopeka,  No.  71— William  H.  Payne 
Fredonia,  No.,  79— Reuben  A.  J.  Cnwbie. 
Wilcox,  No.  80— Leon  Thalheimer. 
St.  Stephen's,  No.  81— Barton  Atchison. 
Erophotic,  No.  84— Manael  R.  Moorer. 
Meridian  Snn,  No.  88— Alfred  «.  Johnson. 
Henry,  No.  91— William  N.  Mnrphy. 
Sawyer,  No.  flS- Charles  W.  Gregg. 
Tnokabatchee.  No.  98— Bird  B.  Jordan. 
Fnlton,  No.  98— Lewie  Bamberger,  Hugh  H.  Gillis. 
Hartwell,  No.  101— Augustus  M.  Bradford,  William  J.  Rt^an, 

Jesae  V.  Gwin,  Thomas  J.  Walker.  Matthew  T. 

W.  Christian,  Adolpb  Moses. 
Good  Samaritan,  No.  104— H.  H.  Mcintosh. 
Shiloh,  No.  105- W.  J.  Smily,  P.  E.  Daniels.  Henry  P,  Gaines. 
Hermon,  No.  106— Newton  F.  Randall. 
Forest  Hill,  No.  110— D.  Spencer  Lavender. 
Notasalga,  No.  119— John  T.  Estes,  Ralph  T.  Armstrong,  Isaac 

O.  Rutherford. 
Camp  Hill,  No.  120— George  W.  Dawson. 
Coffeeville,  No.  123— Henry  White. 
Havana,  No.  123— Levi  J.  Terry. 
Mortimer  Reeder,  No,  126 — James  T.  Stallings. 
Qeneva,  No.  139 — Charles  D.  Campbell,  Joshna  Yahn.  Nat  Page, 

John  T.  Bell,  Thomas  J.  Cox.  A.  M.  L.  Donglasa, 

John  M.  English. 
Roanoke,  Ko.  182— James  M.  Walker. 

Wiley,  No.  134— William  Bates,  James  T.  Brown,  J.  N.  Loftin. 
Rockford.  No.  137— Joel  Qnlledge,  John  H.  Parker. 
Burleson,  No.  143 — Thomas  B.  Barnes. 
Fraternity,  No.  145 — David  L.  Parriah,  Aqnilla  J.  Ketcbum. 
HisBonri,  No.  14S — Charles  A.  Hightower. 
Bodgersville,  No.  147 — Joseph  H.  Watson,  William  H.  Cannon. 

Mack  Moore. 
Cold  Water,  No.  148— William  B.  Fonst 
Nixbnrgh.  No.  IM—Thomas  Mosely,  Wilson  T.  White. 
Penick,  No.  161— A.  B.  Brown.  William  C.  Kent. 


1 


Andrew  «iauiiBcru,  j^^^.  — 

horn,  Albert  E.  Worswick,  James  M.  K 
Orion,  No.  177 — Joseph  H.  Stephens. 
Brundidge,  No.   184— Adolphus  T.   Philligim,    Willi 

drick,  D.  C.  Allen. 
Clintonville,  No.  188 — John  M.  Carmichael,  James  1 

Isaiah  H.  McLain,  Edwin  Batchelor, 

Wilson,  Hardy  Cain,  William  H.  Johne 
Delta,  No.  189— Thomas  Bonner,  John  Hill. 
Hillabee,  No.  197— Miles  T.  Berry,  J.  W.  Tncker,  E.  I 
Sylacanga,  No.  200 — John  M.  Davis,  Lewis  T.  Pamell 
Elkmont,  No.  207— Philander  P.  Riley. 
Alexandria,  No.  208 — Wyley  O.  Horton. 
Marshall,  No.  209— Thnrston  G.  Lnsk,  Edward  M.  J< 

ward  F.  Whitman. 
Ebenezer,  No.  210 — Henry  L.  Braman. 
'  York,  No.  211- Robert  M.  Hunter. 

Carrollton,  No.  214— Robert  W.  Anderson. 
!  Sam  Dixon,  No.  218— Abe  McGhee,  W.  H.  Darnell, 

t  Lineville,  No.  219 — Isaac  Morgan. 

'  Tensaw,  No.  221— George  F.  Underwood,  David  R.  1 

Louisville,  No.   225 — Riley  Hering,   Malcom    Gilli 

Spires,  Thomas  W.  Hasting,  James  P. 
Santa  Fe,  No.  226— Rufus  S.  Lambert. 
James  Penn,  No.  227 — Wm.  H.  Maybie,  Wm.  Amol 

Scott,  Seaborn  Wethersby. 
Dallas,  No.  228— Abner  L.  Holliday,  Burrel  Higginb 

P.  Beason,  Lewis  W.  Miller,  Marion  I 
Duck  Springs,  No.  281— Martin  F.  Owen,  W.  W.  GiJ 

D.  Land,  Jesse  Roden. 
Sepulga,  No.  283 — Joseph  Sellers. 
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Ramer,  No.  MS— W.  Henry  Urqnhtut. 

Dawson,  No.  344 — George  J.  Parker.  Edward  Y.  Shine. 

Seddon,  No.  247— Wm.  A.  Herbert. 

Lawrence,  No.  348— Council  Bachelor.  Goodman  B.  Espy. 

Amand,  No.  250— Robert  8.  Owens. 

Camp  Creek,  No.  251— Robert  S.  Lee. 

Rose  Hill,  No.  253— Wm.  T.  Ellison,  Wm.  H.  Stinaon. 

Oaylesville,  No.  256— James  A.  Taylor,  Isaac  Q.  Milton. 

Ervin,  No.  2S7— John  Grace,  L.  Kirk  Smith,  Eugene  W.  Crosby. 

Talladega.  No.  261— James  H.  D.  Glanton. 

Walnnt  Grove,  No.  264— A.  W.   Dover,    Jamee  L.   Freeman, 

Jeremiah  Gregory.  Joel  Hartin,  John  Wood. 
Mt.  Pleasant,  No.  3»e-George  W.  Faulk. 
Forest  Home.  No.  270~-Joaeph  B,  Powell. 
Arlington,  No.   372— Wm.  A.    Kimhrongh,   Robert   J.  Goode, 

Joseph  W.  CabinSBB. 
Frankfort.  No.  275 — Jamea  M.  Rickard.  Pleasant  Thorn,  Jamee 

K.  Bolton,  George    B.    Kimbrongh.  Richard  H. 

Johnson.  Reaben  Landers. 
Nortbem,  No.  278— Jamea  M.  Igone. 
Qeorgiana.  No.  285 — Jamee  C.  Travis,  Samnel  Shiver.  Emeet  A. 

Vinson. 
Gillespie,  No.  2»0— John  H.  McQnsky. 
Ft.  Deposit,  No.  291^John  M.  Danelly.  John  O.  Lawrence. 
Norrie.  No.  301— F.  E,  Blount.  T.  B,  Marshall. 
Winfield,  No.  304— James  M.  Whitley.  Zephaniah  Anderson. 
Central  City,  No.  305— Herman  B,  Richard. 
Warrenton.  No.  320— P.  J.  Corley,  Isaac  Brown,  Benjamin  F. 

Hallmark,  J.  B,  Shnmate.  Pickena  Bntler,  Joshua 

Gregory. 
Pleasant  Hill,  No.  821— Abranj  W.  Green. 
Holly  Grove,  No.  323— John  Q.  Enochs,  James  Swofford. 
Oliver,  No.  334-Thoma8  D,  Norwood. 

Georgiana  Davis,  No.  3.18- George  W.  Edwards,  W.  H.  Bnsby. 
Clear  Creek,  No.  340— Robert  E.  Little,  Peter  F.  McNntt.  Reason 

Colbnm. 
Ragan,  No.  841— Taylor  Hewett,  Robert  Pendergraos. 
Hamilton,  No.  344-Joeeph  P,  Ramey.  W.  W.  Osbom.  Robert 

A.  Baird. 
Echo,  No,  S45— John  Evans. 
Hnrtsboro,  No.  846— Benjamin  W.  Allen. 


Rock  Mills,  Mo.  ijoi — wm.  v*.  x  v^vx.^,   .. 

Heaton,  No.  354  —Joseph  J.  Lovvom,  Sidney  L.  Willia: 

M.  Casper. 
Van  Buren,  No.  355  —James  M.  Weaver,  John  R.  Ram 
Ashland,  No.  356— E.  Park  Gordon. 
Rntledge,  No.  357— R.  O.  Meek,  S.  O.  Cleghom. 
Town  Creek,  No.  861— Wm.  J.  Young,  T.  A.  Scogin. 
Chester,  No.  368— Isaac  Q.  Melton,  Wm.  P.  Cook. 
Houston,  No.  365— Simon  D.  F.  Lane. 
Cotaco,  No.  866— Andrew  J.  Loggins,  W.  P.  Rhinehar 
Chandler,  No.  367— Wm.  H.  Rhodes,  Wm.  H.  Hallidaj 
Piedmont  Fraternal,  No.  368    G^rge  W.  Allison,  M 

den,  Martin  P.  Ledbetter,  W.  W.  Little, 

McCollister,  John  B.  Palmer,  James  C. 

Dudley  L.  Woolf ,  Jerome  Smith,  W.  J.  S 

C.  Roberts,  H.  M.  Busby,  W.  W.  Ruthe 

mett  W.  Ledbetter,  Thomas  A.  Howell. 
Athelstan,  No.  869— J.  Hill  Fitzx)atrick,  James  O.  Did 

G.  Michael,  John  B.  Crossland,  T.  Lor 
Goliad,  No.  370— David  J.   Shaw.   Giles  C.   R.   Wei 

Stoddard. 
Russellville,  No.  371 — John  C.  Mitchell,  Henry  Hens 
Bell's  Landing,  No.  373— Calvin  C.  Sellers. 
Gainesville,  No.  878— John  W.  Bradshaw,  Andrew  J. 
Lake  City,  No.  877— James  M.   Williams,  John  W. 

August  Stuckey,  Edward  Z.  Shine. 
Weogufka,  No.  378— Wm,  J.  Bone,  H.  H.  Calloway,  1 

Thomas  B.  Jones. 
Ohatchee,  No.  380 — William  Harrison,  Richard  H.  C 

Hagin,  W.  F.  Gibson. 
Attalla.  No.  383-  Columbus  S.  Hagler,  John  S.  A.  D 


Ti«     r^ 
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Newbnrgh,  No,  388 — James  R.  Spragina,  Wm.  C,  SummerB. 

Weathers,  No.  390— Thomas  Bassett,  Willis  Parsley, 

North  Border,  No.  391— James  C.  Gordon. 

Hickory  Flat,  No.  302— James  W.  arady.  John  Cumbee.  Wm.  J. 
Cnmbee,  James  P.  Mooty. 

Valley  Head,  No.  894— James  M.  Howard,  Samuel  Gay,  Clinton 
M.  Rice.  John  Tankersley. 

Falkville,  No.  390— Lonis  A.  Neill,  James  N.  Thompson,  David 
W.  Bryant 

Black  Oak,  No.  397— Samnel  J.  Ford. 

Grady,  No.  4(H— John  H.  Bragg,  Francis  Kimbroni^h. 

Hillsboro,  No.  408— Lemnel  A.  Carter. 

Pond  Town,  No.  4()9— Wilson  Boswell,  George  T.  Boswell,  Hngh 
O.  McAlister. 

Jemison,  No.  411 — James  L.  Wyatt. 

Ambereon,  No.  412— John  Tnrk,  Wui.  T.  Ct»ddell,  Joel  T.  Ed- 
wards, JeSersoQ  D.  Stewart.  Lawrence  C.  O'Bry- 
ant,  John  L.  Adderhold,  Anderson  W.  Smith, 
Robert  T.  Pinson,  John  F.  Hanks,  Allie  S.  Johnson, 
Hampton  W.  Glover. 

High  Shoals,  No.  4ia— William  Barrett. 

George  Smith,  No.  417— Wm.  H,  Bataon. 

Hilton,  No.  419— Jesse  L,  Bennett. 

Shorterville,  No.  421— John  W.  Barnes. 

Albertville,  No.  430— Wm.  T.  Smith,  James  A.  Seagers. 

Steele'  Station,  No.  433— Andrew  J.  Brown. 

Ware,  No.  436— Stephen  M.  Pearson,  Benjamin  Walker. 

Fort  Payne,  No.  437— John  M.  Davidaoo,  Herman  Steiner. 

Honnt  Vernon,  No.  439 — Ezekiel  Lambert. 

Forney,  No.  440— Joseph  0.  Holden,  Stephen  A.  Garrett 

Anniston,  No.  443— Wm.  E.  Brice,  R.  A.  Donglas.  Thomas  R. 
Shuford,  Charles  Spalding. 

Coalbnrg,  No.  448— Wm.  Berry,  Jeremiah  G.  Bnrgin,  FredrioG. 
Jacot,  James  L  Hassey. 

Florida.  No.  4.W-P.  J.  Trimble. 

Seale,  No.  451— Lee  H.  Bash. 

Lee,  No.  454~CoInmbnB  Roberts. 

Harris,  No.  467— T.  M.  Parsons. 

Bessemer,  No.  4.56— Thomas  O.  Jones,  Wm.  G.  Enrd,  Frank  F. 
Crowe. 


I 


JL^%»-W  AV» 


C.  Stewart,  Wm.  C.  Ruflftn. 
Corinthian,  No.  462— Edward  E.  Timothy. 
Addison,  No.  463— Solomon  H.  Bowe,  John  W.  J 

L.  Powell,  John  D.  Cantrell,  Jame 
Haleysville,  No.  464 — John  M.  Donaldson. 
Dothan,  No.  466 — John  L.  Strickland. 
Enterprise,  No.  469— Nelson  D.  Johnson,  Robert 
Hoke's  Blnff,  No.  470— Robert  M.  Atkins. 
Mt.  Willing,  No.  471— Ephraim  S.  Garrett. 
Baileyton,  No.  472 — William  Shettlesworth. 
Blocton,  No.  474 — Colnmbns  P.  Hays. 
Deatsville,  No.  475 — Robert  L.   Hnddleston,  Ja 

Alexander  D.  Lewis,  James  C. 

Evans. 
Avondale,  No.  476— Hill  F.  Oliver,  John  W.  H< 

,  Mitchell, 
Renfroe,  No.  477— Ernest  R.  Chisolm. 
Rock  Springs,  No.  479— Angfustns  F.  Duffy,  Char 
East  Lake,  No.  480— Mansfield  V.  Posey,  Jamei 

liam  L.  Cahall. 
Locnst  Fork,  No.  481 — John  T.  Green. 
Millport,  No.  482 — Lncins  C-  Gnin,  James  R.  M 
Davis  Fraternal,  No.  488— John  W.  Gravlee,  J. 
Lebanon,  No.  484— T.  J.  Ward. 
Cedar  Blnff ,  No.  486— John  B.  Stone. 
Round  Mountain,  No.  487 — Thomas  W.  Bates, 

ling,  Benj.  C.  F.  Newberry. 
Luveme,  No.  488— H.  H.  McNeal,  James  H.  Co 
Mahan,  No.  490— Drayton  C.   Hall,  John  H.  i 

Conant. 
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Sunny  Sonth,  No.  497— Charles  A.  Woodford. 

Bajr  Hinette.  No.  498 — Larkin  E.  Edmondson, 

Cleveland,  No.  499 — Levi  C.  Sims,  Allen  Dorman. 

Logan.  No.  SOO— William  M.  Yarboro. 

ShefBeld,  No.  503--James  L.  Nannerl}',  David  R.  Taggert. 

Midland  City,  No.  504— Marcus  B.  Behnnan,  James  E.  Peters. 

George  Morrow,  No.  507— Bnfus  L.  McCoy. 

Mt.  Signal,  No.  SOS— Jamee  Arrington. 

Brookwood,  No.  50B--Simon  Sparrow. 

Wilsonville,  No.  SI 0— Nathaniel  H.  Self. 

John's,  No.  511~Archibald  Stirling. 

Cottonwood,  No.  514— Thomas  J.  Bobbins. 

James  D.  Tmss,  No.  515— James  M.  Simpson,  H.  J.  Discker. 

Davis,  No.  518 — Thomas  Z.  Jones. 

Hewett,  No.  51S— Thomas  B.  McNeal. 

W.  F.  Aldrich,  No.  520— J.  M.  Hinolf. 

Gnrley,  No.  531— Nathaniel  G.  Chandler,  Jesse  M.  Pitts. 

Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  525— Isaiah  Olaze,  Marion  Pettit, 
Harry  Westcott. 

Hacklebnrg,  No.  526- Hugh  M.  Bowe. 

Middleton,  No,  527— William  E.  Canada,  Jajpes  A.  Harris, 
Daniel  A.  Johnston. 

Charlton,  No.  528— D.  L.  Linzey. 

Uyles  J.  Green,  No-  5.11— Ulsie  R.  Hatfield.  Abraham  Black. 
Erastne  W.  Casen. 

Salligent,  No,  532— Jeremiah  F.  Collins,  Hilliard  W.  Lantrip. 

Bangor,  No.  535— Peter  Groover,  A.  H.  Halcom. 

Spring  Hill.  No.  636— Robert  P.  Rhodes. 

Wewoka,  No.  539— D.  L.  Bloodswortb. 

Searight,  No.  540— Jnlina  Boaendorf,  Prank  M.  Waton,  Abra- 
ham N,  Sacks. 

H.  C.  Armstrong.  No.  644— George  W.  Gainer. 

H.  C.  Tompkins,  No.  545— Francis  S.  Andrees. 


I 
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Columbia,  No.  135 — William  Jackson. 

Fraternity,  No.  146 — Samuel  S.  Thomas. 

Bodgersville,  No.  147— Dite  McCaflferty. 

Fellowship,  No.  172— Eugene  V.  S.  Finch. 

Seddon,  No.  247— Jefferson  P.  Swift,  Marquis  S.  Jord 

Georgiana  Davis,  No.  838— Pleas  H.  Martin. 

Van  Buren,  No.  855 — James  B.  Bishop. 

Falkville,  No.  396— Henry  Jeffers. 

Hartselle,  No.  898— Stark  Reynolds,  James  W.  Vest. 

Hillsboro,  No.  408— Franklin  P.  Odom,  James  W.  Be 

Broomtown,  No.  420 — James  T.  Stark. 

Fort  Payne,  No.  437— Thomas  R.  Garrett,  William  I 

Harris,  No.  457— J.  B.  Parsons. 

Avondale,  No.  476 — George  A.  Dean. 

East  Lake,  No.  480— John  P.  Shugart. 

Irondale,  No.  506 — Henry  M.  EJdney. 

Hewitt,  No.  519— Edward  A.  Paschall. 


EXPELLED. 


I  Gilead,  No.  9— Royal  F.  Dennis. 

Meridian  Sun,  No.  88— David  Saunders. 

jl  Mount  Eagle,  No.  185— Thomas  L.  Alford. 

York,  No.  211 — Anderson  G.  Ross. 
Holly  Grove.  No.  323— William  H.  Smith,  F.  C 
Wilson  Williams,  No.  351— Wiley  L.  Rusk. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  853— John  C  Turner,  E.  H.  McClei 
Headland.  No.  488 — James  H.  Jourdan. 
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Rising  Virtoe,  No.  4— Wni.  R.  Ledbetter. 

Monlton.  No.  6— John  A.  Stuart. 

Fairar,  No.  8— John  B.  Wataon,  Ezekiel  Towneon. 

Oilead.  No.  fl— Wni.  H.  Carter. 

Royal  White  Hart,    No.    10— Wm.   F.   Hightower,  Sam'l    A. 

Pmett,  Elbert  T.  Norton. 
Montgomeiy,   No.    II — John  Heitz,  John  M.  Keleer,  Herman 

Simon. 
Florence,  No.  14— Wm.  B.  Yonng. 
Athene,  No.  16— Benj.  M.  Sowell,  Wm.  N.  Hayee.  Thomaa  J. 

Tnirentine,  Eldward  W.  Crawford,  John  G.  Lai- 

Bon,  Wm.  C.  McEnery. 
Dale,  No,  25— John  T.  Cook. 
I^Fayette.  No.  26— Charles  A.  Sheldon. 
Selma  Fraternal,  No.  27— Joseph  C.  Shafer. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29— Henry  A.  Skeggs,  Dolphin  0.  Davis. 
Wetnmpka,  No  39~Gharles  P.  Walker,  Marmadake  Homsby, 

George  E.  Rockwell. 
Mobile.  No.  40 — Martin  Adams. 
Livingeton,  No.  41— Harry  R.  Fobs. 
Hiram,  No.  42— John  Hnbbard,  Will  B,  Hammond. 
Harmony.  No.  46~James  T.  Kendall,  Nathan  H.  Miller. 
Union.  No.  SO— Sam'l  F.  Bondnrant,  Thomas  Hndson, 
Greening,  No.  53— John  D.  Bnmett,  Malachi  G.  Brooks. 
Amity,  No.  .54--John  T.  Brodna^c. 
Troy,  No  56— Charles  Goldenbnrg. 
Benton,  No.  59 — Houdrick  A.  Hardy. 
Sta.  John,  No.  B2— Henry  8.  Haynes,  David  C.   Pngh,  Andrew 

W.  Beverly,  Wm.  M.  Thomton. 
Halsey,  No.  68— Charles  R.  Illgee, 
HowanI,  No.  69— Thomas  Bell  Jones, 
Central.  No.  70— Herman  Fox. 
Solomon,  No.  74— James  E.  Scarborongh. 
Fredonia,  No.  79 — Reuben  A.  J-  Cnmbie. 
Wilcox,  No.  80— Wm.  W.  McOonnico,  Leon  Thalheimer. 
St.  Stephens,  No.  81— Frederic  Pevy,  Alexander  Or»o. 
Friendship,  No.  88— Wm.  M.  Perry. 


George  W.  JNorbuu,   . 

Walker. 
Good  Samaritan,  No.  104--Leroy  L.  TeBow,  Elisha  ] 

A.  H.  Mcintosh,  T.  A.  Colley,  J.  A.  SI 
Shiloh,  No.  105— John  A.  Kimbrongh,  Wm.  B.  He 

£.  Daniels. 
Herman,  No.  106 — John  W.  Epes. 
Choctaw.  No.  107— Wm.  S.  Baskin,  Charlton  W.  Bri 
Dean,  No.  112 — Aaron  B.  Feag^,  J.  Frank  Robinson 
DeEalb,  No.  116 — Joseph  H.  Carr,  Andrew  G.  Bnsse 

Stewart,  James  B.  Bruce,  Saml  N.  Wi 
Notasalga,  No.  119 — S.  Marshal  Tommie,   Isaac  O.  '. 

Andrew  J.  Cameron,  Alfred  G.  Dnk€ 

Armstrong,  Bofus  C.  Robertson. 
Hemdon,  No.  125 — John  E.  Crawford. 
Mortimer  Reeder,  No.  126 — Saml  A.  Richards. 
<  Geneva,  No.  129— Ira  W.  Myres,  Godfrey  L.  Holly, . 

Yorkville,  No.  131— Thomas  H.  Anderson,  Wm.  S.  ] 

M.  Bell. 
Roanoke,  No.  132— Isham  W.  Thornton. 
Wiley,  No.  134— Robert  Sellers. 
fc  Rockford,  No.  137— John  A.  Smith. 

Burleson,  No.  148 — John  B.  Hardon. 
Rodgersville,  No.  147— Joseph  H.  Watson,  Wm.  H 
Penick,  No.  161— Robert  M.  Slaughter,  John  W.  \ 
Andrew  Jackson,  No.  173— W.  E.  Haygood. 
DeSotoville,  No.  17S— Samuel  S.  Williams. 
Brundidge,  No.  184 — Jonathan  Williams. 
Mt.  Eagle,  No.  185— Thomas  L.  Allford. 
Cataula,  No.  186— John  A.  Thompson,  Henry  W. 
—  --.nio  -NTo.  188— Isaiah  T.  Law. 
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Elkmont,  No.  207— Richard  H.  Harlow. 

Marshall,  No.  209— Edward  F.  Whitman. 

Sam  Dixon,  No.  218 — Thos.  Freeman. 

Lineville,  No.  219— John  L.  Gaston. 

Newton,  No.  224 — ^Jackson  Ward,  Henry  J.  Smisson,  John  T. 

Lee. 
Lonisville,  No.  225 — Thomas  W.  Hasting,  James  P.  Dozia. 
James  Penn,  No.   227— Wm.   H.   Maybie,   Wesley  W.   Peebles, 

Thomas  B.  Camp,  George  J.  Wethington. 
Bexar,    No.    230 — George   Gilliland,    John   Goggans,  Alex.  B. 

Nelson. 
Dnck  Springs,  No.  231 — W.  W.  Gilmore,  Jerre  Roden. 
Sepnlga.  No.  238— Henry  C.  Parker. 

Gadsden,  No.  286 — Lee  Alexander,  William  T.  Alexander,  Daniel 

H.  Aderholt,  Joseph  Bevans,  Mathias  C.  Cox, 
Joseph  Chnmley,  John  H.  Disqne,  Robert  C. 
George,  Thomas  B.  Gwin,  Hngh  R.  Hill,  Zacha- 
riah  B.  Hardie,  Jesse  H.  Hendrix,  Samnel  A.  Lane, 
Daniel  G.  McCanlley,  John  P.  McDuffie,  Milton  S. 
Parker,  Rodolphns  O.  Randall,  Robert  E.  Randall, 
James  W.  Randall,  John  B.  Richards,  James  B. 
Rutherford,  Thomas  B.  Smith,  James  A.  Tallman, 
Samnel  H.  Wilson,  Augustus  L.  Woodliff. 

Ramer,  No.  248— John  S.  Howell,  William  A.  Malloy,  Oliver  C. 

Rushton,  W.  Henry  Urquhart. 

John  Payne.  No.  246— William  H.  Graham. 

Lawrence,  No.  248 — Winfield  Scott. 

Amand,  No.  250 — Robert  S.  Owens. 

Camp  Creek,  No.  251 — Willis  M.  Arrington. 

Rose  Hill,  No.  253 — Duncan  Ansley. 

Gaylesville,  No.  256— William  C.  Hill. 

Ervin,  No.  257— John  Grace,  L.  Kirk  Smith. 

Walnut  Grove,  No.  264— Joseph  W.  Amberson,  A.  W.  Dover, 

Jeremiah  Gregory,  Joel  Martin,  John  S.  Brasseal, 
John  Wood. 

Frankfort,  No.  275— DeWitt  C.  Kimbrough,  James  M.  Rikard. 

Bullock,  No.  276 — James  M.  Cosby. 

Northern,  No.  278— William  R.  P.  Saunders. 

Georgiana,  No.  285— Henry  L.  Hobbs,  John  C.  Moore,  Jasper  N. 

Hester. 

Norris,  No.  301— T.  B.  Marshall. 


Echo,  No.  345 — John  Evans. 

Hurtsboro,  No.  346— James  T.  Griswold. 

Bienville,  No.  348— Finley  McFadden. 

Ozark,  No.  349 — John  N.   Sansbnry,   John  R.   Mc 

McNair. 
Wilson  Williams,  No.  851- William  R.  Key. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  353— Elias  G.  Breed,  Fountain  P.  : 

L.  Bradshaw. 
Heaton,  No.  854— Wm.  M.  Stilwell,  George  H.  Casi 

Johnson,  N.  Green  Copland,  E.  M.  W 

N.  Breed,  Sidney  L.  Williams. 
Van  Buren,  No.  365— James  M.  Weaver,  Leander  C 
Ratledge,  No.  857 — Daniel  A.  Crenshaw. 
Scottsboro,  No.  359— OharJes  S.  Freeman,  E.  C  Mc 
Chester,  No.  368 — Isaac  Creel,  Jackson  Womack.  ' 

Lewis  K.  Moss. 
Pleasant  Site,  No.  364— William  A.  Mann. 
Cotaco,  No.  366— Andrew  J.  Loggins,  Thomas  J.  An 

Creige. 
Piedmont  Fraternal,  No.  368— James  R.  Harbin,  R 

Foy,    Francis  M.   Savage,    James 

Thomas  Trammell. 
Goliad,  No.  370— Henry  F.  Yarbrough,  Samnel  St< 
J  Russellville,  No.  371— John  W.  Ligon,  Wm.  J.  0 

\t  Harris. 

Bell's  Landing,  No.  373— Wick  W.  Riley. 
Lake  City,  No.  377 — Ang^ist  Stnckey. 
Weogufka,  No.  878— Thomas  B.  Jones. 
Ohatchee,  No.  380— James  A.  McCorkle. 
Attalla,  No.  383— Reuben  D.  Crump,  John  T.  Kee 


lAs 


APPENDIX.  2T2 

Trinity,  No.  366— George  Allen. 

Newbnrgh.  No.  388— WUliam  H,  Vandiver. 

WeatherB.No.  SflO-WyattM.  Worthy. 

Falkville,  No.  396— George  W.  Bylaad,  Wm.  S.  Bean. 

Hartaelle,  No.  398 -Thomas  J.  Londram. 

HanceviUe,  No.  400— John  U.  Eirk. 

Green  Hill,  No.  402— Wiley  A.  Harrison,  Edmnnd  Myrick,  James 

Bretherick,  Aaron  T.  Clemmona. 
Grady,  No.  404-BenJftmm  B.  Poellnitz. 
Doric,  No.  406--John  A.  Danbley. 
Helena.  No.  410— Wm.  R.  Ctobs,  Wm.  Shelton. 
Ambereon.  No.  412 — Wm.  H.  Jones,  John  C.  Bameg. 
High  Shoals,  No.  418— Henry  G.  Boon. 
George  Smith,  No.  417- Wm.  H.  Batsoa,  Anstin  White,  Isham 

PreBcott. 
Clanton,  No.  433— John  B.  Kempe. 
Milo  Abercrombie.  No.  429- WUson  E.  Hall. 
Albertville,  No.  430— Anderson  Haley. 
Steel's  Station,  No.  432— Andrew  J.  Smith. 
Ware,  No.  435— Overton  Y.   Garrett,   David    K.   Fnnderbnrk, 

John    F.    MeltOD,   Benj.    F.   Rneaell,  Charlea  J. 

Robertson,    Benjamin    Walker,    Isaac   P.    Stowe, 

Peter  K  Welch,  Allen  R.   DaviB.   L.   D.  Welch, 

Francis  M.  Tannton,  D.  S.  Robereon. 
Fort  Payne.  No.  437— Stephen  H.  Dobba. 
Headland,  No.  438— Asa  Gilley. 

Anniston,  No.  443— Howard  J.  Yonng,  Jas.  F.  Walker. 
Taylor,  No.  447— Joho  W,  McLendon. 
Coalbnrg,  No.  448— John  T.  Sellers. 
Dolomite,  No.  4-52— Frelin  H.  Tibbets. 
Gibson,  No.  453— W.  F.  Propst.  R.  A.  Baker. 
Harris,  No.  437 — Byrd  Roberta. 

Bessemer,  No.  458 — Henry  Raakelley,  Wm.  Obermark. 
King  Solomon,  No.  400 -Wm.  A.  Bird. 
Oakman,  No.  465— John  H.  Pool. 
Enterprise,  No.  469— Robert  W.  Mink. 
Blocton,  No.  474  -Hamilton  C.  Tidwell,  Gregor  Gordon. 
Avondale.  No.  476 -Sam  1  H.  Coggins.  Hill  F.  Oliver,  Simeon  A* 

Eddins. 
East  Lake,  No.  480  -Etobert  B.  Ustic. 

Locnst  Fork,  No.  481- Thomas  B.  Deaver.  Champ  Comelina. 
Millport,  No.  483— Jerry  Bradley. 


Mt.  Pinson,  No.  495— Luther  M.  I5arciin;. 

Sheffield,  No.  503— David  L.  Taggert,  Thomas  L.  Ret 

Midland  City,  No.  504 — James  E.  Peters,  Sidney  Joh 

WUsonville,  No.  510— William  T.  Smith. 

Johns,  No.  511 — John  Sterling,  Archibald  Sterling, 

Lloyd. 
Woodlawn  Fraternal,  No.  525— Charles  C.  Green. 


; 


19 


APPENDIX. 


274 


OdR  rRATERNAL  DEAD. 


Helion,  No.  1— John  W.  Landman,  Feb.  23,  1896,  aged  69; 

John  L.  Rison,  Jnne  17,  t896,  aged  57. 
Rising  Virtue,  No.  4— Wm.  W.  Prude,  Oct.  14,  1895,  aged 

72;  Charles  Small  wood,  Jan.  10,  1896,  aged  68. 
Macon.  No.  7— John  R.  Nettles,  April  18,  1896,  aged  70. 
Farrar,  No.  8— Virgil  K.  Holtam,  May  17,  1896. 
Royal  White  Hart,  No.  10— Lorard  Lee,  June,  1896,  aged  79. 
Florence,  No.  14— Robert  F.  Rickard,  Sept.  24,  1896. 
Athens,  No.  16— Socrates  D.  Glaze,  May  18,  lh96,  aged  68. 
George  Washington,  No.  24 — Wilson  B.  Nabors,  July  15, 

1896,  aged  74. 
Selma  Fraternal,  No.  27— James  J.    Bryan,  Sept.   6,  1896; 

Ralph  Kahn,  F.  C,  Dec.  24,  1895;  Wm.  Pribram, 

Dec.  8,  1895. 
Rising  Sun,  No.  29— Benjamin  F.  Cross,  Oct.  16, 1895;  Henry 

C.  Saunders,  April  4,  1896. 
Autauga,  No.  31 — John  H.  Herrman,  March  3, 1896,  aged  61 : 

Jacob  H.  Griflfts,  June  1, 1896,  aged  78;  Perry  Hes- 
ter, Aug.  31,  1896,  aged  68. 
Wetumpka,  No.  39— L.  F.  Townsend,  July  26, 1896,  aged  74; 

W.  G.  McWilliams,  Nov.  2,  1895,  aged  87. 
Mobile,  No.  40 — Louis  Barham,  June  29, 1896,  aged  75;  Henry 

Bernstein,  April  16,  1896. 
Livingston,  No.  41— Ezekiel  S.  GuUey,  Sept.  17, 1896;  Robt. 

A.  Barnes,  Aug.  11,  1895. 
Harmony,  No.  46 — George  J.  Moore.  March  16, 1896,  aged  40. 
Union,  No.  50— Richard  Britton,  Oct.  26,  1895,  aged  89. 
Greening,  No.  53— Samuel  L.  Witherington,  April  24,  1896, 

aged  39. 
Amity,  No.  54— Thomas  B.  Fitzpatric,  Sept.  23,  1895,  aged 

38;  Frank  H.  Mundy,  Aug.  24,  1896,  aged  58. 
Mt.  Moriah,  No.55— William  H.  Horton, Oct. 21, 1895, aged  70. 
Troy,  No.  56— Willis  D.   Henderson,  March  26.  1896;   Jef-  ] 

ferson  P.  Morris,  June  26,   1896;  Andy  P.  Love, 

Sept.  19,  1896. 


Howard,  Mo.  ov — uaniei  omibu,  iunj  Wf  ac^^vt,  »ow 

ford  E.  Gray,  July  6,  1896. 
Tohopeka,  No.  71— James  M.  Oliver,  Aug.  24,  189( 

John  Y.  JohnBon,  July  6,  1896,  aged  60. 
Widow's  Son,  No.  72— Martin  L.  Alexander,  Jul^ 

aged  73. 
Cokerville,  No.  75— Loois  T.  Barge,  March  21, 189< 
Crozier.  No.  78— Elam  F.  Stovall,  April  18,  1896. 
Fredonia,  No.  79 — Anderson  M.  Clemons,  Nov.  26, 1 

63;  Henry  Wallace,  Dec.  25,  1895,  aged  7 
Friendship,  No.  83— Rafns  J.  Jones,  Feb.  20,  189« 

Samnel  W-  Davidson,  June  25,  1896,  age 
Erophotic,  No.  84— Samnel  A.  Till,  Aug.  22,  1896, 
Prattville,  No.  89 — Daniel  W.  Bawlinson,  Sept. 

aged  56. 
Henry,  No.  91— Hasting  E.  Owens,  Nov.  9,  1895, 
Sawyer,  No.  93— Samuel  H.  McKee,  April  12,  189( 
Tuckabatchee,  No.  96 — John  W.   Hays,   March 

aged  66. 
Hartwell.  No.  101— Charles  J.  Hazard,  Nov.  16. 

69;  James  McKibben,  June  10,  1896,  age 

Good   Samaritan,  No.   104— J.  C.  Morgan,  Dec 

aged  65. 
Shiloh,  No.  105— John  A.  Kimbrough,  Jan.  26, 18S 
i  ■  Choctaw,    No.    107— Charlton  W.  Britt,    Sept. 

aged  73;  Lemuel  J.  Mooney,  July  11,  18( 
Notasulga,  No.  119— Ralph  T.  Armstrong,  Aug. 
Mortimer  Reeder,  No.  126 — John  L.  Thomas,  Ms 

aged  78. 
Bolivar,  No.  127 — James  G.  Caperton. 
rL^.«»»tt    "Mrt   ^9Sk — P«rcival  Cumbee.  Nov.  15,  1^ 
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Columbia,  No.  185 — James  H.  Thompson. 
Shelby,  No.  140— John  S.  Leeper,  Oct.  11,  1896. 
Fraternity,  No.  145— John  S.  Montgomery,  July  29,  1896, 

.    aged  79. 
Rodgersville,  No.  147— William  C.  Beaver,  Sept.  15,  1896. 
Monroeville,  No.  153— Oren  Brantley,  Feb.  20,  1896,  aged  78. 
Nixbnrg,  No.  154 — Robert  S.  Richardson,  Oct.,  1894;  Robert 

S.  Penton,  April,  1894;  William  M.  Russell,  Feb. 

14,  1896,  aged  65. 
Penick,  No.  161— Thomas  J.  Kent,  Jan.  18, 1896;  Allen  L. 

Warren,  March  27,  1896;  Elijah  Wynn,  August 

13,  1896. 
Fayetteville  Authentic,  No.  163 — John  H.  Townsend,  Jan. 

10,  1896,  aged  75. 
Fellowship,   No.   172— Wm.   J.   Razzell,  March   25,   1896, 

aged  60. 
Andrew  Jackson,   No.  178 — Benj.  L.  Barksdale,  Nov.  23, 

1895;  David  Englehardt,   Feb.  7,   1896;  John  M. 

Wyly,  May  4,  1896;  James  Skerry,  April  9,  1896. 
DeSotoville,  No.   178— Walter  F.  Pond,   March  11,   1896; 

Abraham  Kener,  Oct.  11,  1895,  aged  93. 
Brundidge,  No.   184— Thomas  J.   Dinkins,   Sept.   8,   1896, 

aged  73. 
Mt.  Eagle,  No.  185— Isaac  R.  Lowe,  Nov.  14,  1895,  aged  84. 
Cataula,  No.  186 — John  S.  Chapman,  Aug.  5,  1896,  aged  55. 
Landmark,  No.  187— Andrew  J.   Griffith,    Dec.    6,    1895, 

aged  58. 
Clintonville,  No.  188— Isaiah  T.  Law,  Feb.  8,  1896,  aged  74. 
Delta,  No.  189— Washington  H.  Thompson,  April  12,  1896, 

aged  56. 
Tombigbee,  No.  190— John  W.  Smith,  Oct.  11,  ,1895,  aged  88. 
Brush  Creek,  No.  191— T.  C.  Bofield,  Sept.  4,  i896,  aged  73. 
Hilabee,  No.  197— George  W.  Porter,  March  22,  1896;  Dan- 
iel B.  Brown,  Sept.  3,  1896. 
Lapine,  No.  201— James  R.  Ruff.  Oct.  2,  1895;  S.  L.  Brad- 
ley, Sept.  23,  1895;  Joseph  Bradley,  Feb.  21,  1896, 

aged  44. 
York,  No.  211— Franklin  A.  Gamble,  Oct.  5,  1895. 
Carrollton,  No.    214— Samuel   Yeatman,    Nov.    16,    1895, 

aged  70. 


i 


H.  WaiJcer,  i»»o. 
Lineville,  No.  219— James  E.  McCain. 
Newton,  No.  224— Gordon  Q.  Halford,  Nov.  8,  1895 

B.  Yelverton,  Feb.  5,  1896. 
Lonisville,  No.  235— Stephen  A.   Andress,  July  16 

aged  57. 
James  Penn,  No.  227— Elijah  H.  Lingo.  Dec.  13.  189 
Gadsden,  No.  236— Henry  B.  Bnrns,  Nov.  9,  1895,  a^ 
Fairmoant,   No.   238— David  L.  Mitchell,  March  8 

aged  51. 
Bo  wen,  No.  240— Robert  Barry,  March  80,  1896,  age* 
Ramer,  No.  243— Oliver  C.  Rnshton,  Feb.  26,  1896.  a 
Dawson,  No.  244— Creed  T.  Pitts,  March  18,  1896,  t 

George  Wells,  March  21, 1896,  aged  92. 
John  Payne,   No.   245 — John    S.   Wooton,   April  I 

aged  71 ;  Jesse  B.  Wood,  June  2,  1896,  aged 
Seddon,  No.  247— Samnel  P.  McLellan,  April  16.  181 

Perry,  July  6,  1896;  Abner  J.  Lawler.   S« 

1896. 
Camp  Creek,  No.  251 — John  A.  Stringer,  Lewis  Hai 
Ervin.  No.  257— Mack  M.  Boshell,  Sept.  24,  1895,  a 

Wm.  L.  Crawford.  May  27,  1896,  aged  SI 

Manasco.  Sept.  23.  1895,  aged  95;  John  N. 

May  20.  1896,  aged  87;  Simeon  A.  Smitb 

1896,  aged  85. 
Talladega,  No.  261— Thomas  A.  Znber.  Jan.  3.  18C 

44;  Wm.  N.  Boynton.  July  22,  1896,  aged  6 
Walnut  Grove,  No.  264— Virgil  H.  Dean,  Feb.  24,  1 
Forest  Home,  No.  270 — Pinckney  H.  Little,  Dec.  : 

aged  56;  EliasM.  Lazenby,  Aug.  19,  1896,  i 
cvo«irf/.H^^  TMn  275— William  Burrill  March  10,  18f 
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Gillespie,  No.   290— John   R.    Scrivener,  March  18,   1896, 

aged  77. 
Ft.  Deposit,  No.  291— Andrew  H.  Buchanan,  Dec.  3,    1895, 

aged  47. 
Norris,  No.  801— F.  W.  Erdman,  Oct.  4,  1895;  A.   Marion 

McMillan,  May  30,  1896. 
Central  City,  No.  305— William  M.  Mariin,  Jan.  80,  1896  ; 

Simon  J.  Shield,  Feb.  1,  1896. 
Warrenton,  No.  820— Davy  Q.  Anderson,  Nov.  28,  1895. 
Viola,   No.   824— John  P.  Crump,  Feb.  7,  1895,  aged  54  ; 

John  H.  Fendley,  June  4,  1895,  aged  78. 
Nanafalia,  No.    885— Joseph    B.    Knight,    May    31,   1896, 

aged  81. 
Wilson  Williams,  No.  851— John  C.  Treadaway,  Nov.  28, 

1895 ;  Wm.    H.    Jones,    May    22,    1896 ;  William 

Jackson,  Oct.  14,  1896. 
Rock  Mills,  No.  353— Enoch  Barton,  Jan.  2,  1896,  aged  75  ; 

Thomas  E.  Gamble,  June  18,  18$)6,  aged  74. 
Heaton,  No.  354— Ephraim  M.  Noles,  May  6,  1896,  aged  61  ; 

Silas  Prichard,  June  14,  1896,  aged  82. 
Rntledge,  No.  857— James  E.  Kolb  ;  Joseph  S.  Sanders. 
Town  Creek,  No.  361— John  H.    Houston,  Aug.   26,    1896, 

aged  70 ;  James  W.  Houston,  July  24,  1896,  aged 

29  ;  Christopher  A.  Reynolds,  Feb.  20, 1896,  aged  60. 
Houston,  No.  865 — Andrew  J.  Ingle,  Sept.   14,   1896,  aged 

77  ;  Isham  P.  Gibson,  June  2,  1895. 
Piedmont  Fraternal,  No.  868— Jacob  K.  Dailey,  Aug.  1896, 

aged  43. 
Athelstan,  No.  869— Henry  A.  Lowe,  July  2,  1896,  aged  88. 
Bell's  Landing,  No.  373— Peter  J.  Cree,  April  7,  1896,  aged 

75 ;  William  D.  Brown,  Aug.  15,  1896,  aged  60. 
Lake  City,  No.  877— James  D.  Clary,  June  1,  1896,  aged  70. 
Weogufka,  No.  878— R.  B.  Dobson,  March,  1896. 
Attalla,  No.  883— Samuel  C.  Estis,  Nov.  20,  1895. 
Birmingham  Fraternal,  No.  884— F.  J.  Hammersmith,  Nov. 

28,  1895. 

Trinity,  No.  886— John  Speer,  July  22,  1896. 

Newburgh,  No.  888— Robert  H.  Ranson,  Jan.  10,  1896. 
Vernon.  No.  889— William  T.  Butler,  Dec.  28, 1895,  aged  40; 
James  B.  Brown,  Dec.  18,  1895,  aged  80. 


George  Crow,  March  16,  1896. 
Falkville,  No.  396— James  J.  Dinsmore,  March 

aged  81  ;  James  E.  Peck,  Oct.  81,  aged  4! 
Hanceville,  No.  400— Calvin  A.  Bnms,  Oct.  15, 189< 
Green  Hill,  No.  402 — Benjamin  F.  Forsyth,  June 

aged  65 ;  Daniel  G.   Wilcoxson,   Jnne 

aged  51. 
Childersburg,  No.  408— George  W.  Bntts,  March  I 
Grady,  No.  404— Ivey  H.  McClure,  Dec.  16,  1895  ; 

M.  Lnther,  Feb.  22.  1896,  aged  68 ;  Har 

Barr,  May  27,  1896. 
Doric,  No.  406— James  Beaty,  Oct.  15,  1895,  aged  ' 
Pond  Town,  No.  409— Thomas  Blonnt,  Jnly  15, 189< 
Helena,  No.  410-Needham  Lee,  Sept.  19,  1896  ag 
Amberson,  No.  412— Francis  W.  McCaghren,  Feb 

aged  73  ;  John  W.  Jones,  April  28,  1896, 

John  C.  McCaghren,  May  18,  1896,  aged 
High   Shoals,  No.  413— GK)odwin  Adcock,  Sept. 

aged  74. 
G^rge  Smith,  No.  417— Francis  M.  Payne,  April 

aged  54. 
Hilton.  No.  419— Martin  V.  Wright,  Jnly  1,  1896. 
Broomtown,  No.  420— William  T.  Henderson. 
Cullman  Fraternal,  No.  421— Charles  Grafton,  Jn 

aged  70. 
Shorterville,  No.   422— Thomas   Bennett,    Feb. 

aged  58. 
J  ^1  Temple,    No.    425— Clarence   Crenshaw,    April 

aged  48. 
Milo  Abercrombie,  No.  429 — Moses  Trimble,  Oct. 
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Ware,  No.  435~D.  S.  Roberson,  Aug.  23,  1896  ;  B.  Albert 

Gilbert,  Oct.  81, 1895,  aged  88. 
Fort  Payne,   No.   437— Jamee  M.   Bird,   March  20,    1896, 

aged  47  ;  Ancil  C.  Duncan,  Ang.  6,  1896,  aged  65  ; 

George  W.  Harwood,  Jan.  80,  1896,  aged  43. 
Anniston,  No.  448— T.  L.  Hutchison,  May  28, 1896,  aged  29  ; 

B.  L.  Stewart,  Aug.  3,  1896. 
Taylor,  No.  447— James  S.  Cook,  June  15,  1896,  aged  33. 
Florida,   No.   450— Threat   E.    Mitchell,    Nov.    10,    1895; 

William  C.   Battle.    June    10,    1896 ;  Georgd   E. 

Harrell,  May  6,  1896. 
Lee,  No.  454— R.  P.  Baker,  Sept.   5,   1896,  aged  69  ;  James 

M.  McNamee,  Jan.   1,    1896  ;  Julian  C.   Phillips, 

Nov.  11,  1895,  aged  69  ;  Martin  W.   Smith,  May 

17,  1896. 
Beulah,  No.  456— Thomas  Jennings,  Oct.  10,  1895,  aged  84. 
Bessemer,  No.  458— Zadoc  Ware,  April,  16,  1896,  aged  46. 
Hardy  Howie,  No.  459— Mark  T.   Mitchell,  Jan.  12,  1896, 

aged  46. 
King  Solomon,  No.  460— Peter  Zinzer,  Oct.  29,  1895. 
Haley sville,  No.  464 — Bailus  Donaldson,  April,  1896,  aged  82. 
Kennedy,  No.  467— Benjamin  F.  Story,  Sept.  26. 
Bethany,  No.  468— George  Cox,  Feb.  6,  1896,  aged  79;  John 

L.  Smith,  Sept.  15,  1896,  aged  70. 
Enterprise,  No.  469 — Keeney  M.  Johnson,  July  14,  1896. 
Mt.  Willing,  No.  471— James  Scarborough,  Jan.  10,  1896. 
Stanton,  No.  473— Michael  McCarty,  Nov.  23,  1895. 
Blocton,  No.  474— Joseph  D.  Reed,  July  31,   1896,  aged  39; 

John  W.  Broadhead,  Aug.  27,  1896,  aged  61. 
Avondale,  No.  476— Thomas  H.  Holt,  July  30, 1896;  Richard 

J.  C.  Hale;  Collins  J.  Morgan,  Feb.  6, 1896,  aged  37. 
Renfroe,  No.  477 -Joseph  S.  Hubbard,  July  14. 1896,  aged  66. 
Guin,  No.  478— Lemuel  J.  Cook,  July  3, 1896,  aged  74;  Wm. 

J.  Martin,  Dec.  29,  1895,  aged  73;  Wm.  B.  Taylor, 

Sept.  11,  1896,  aged  46. 
East  Lake.  No.  480— Solomon  Palmer,  May  14, 1896,  aged  57. 
Lebanon,  No.  484— W.  H.  Albright.  Jan.  1,  1896. 
Monroe,  No.  486— George  L.  Hering,  Sept.  23,  1896,  aged  66. 


aged  60;  Joseph  R.  Qraham,  Aug.  28,  IHiJ 
Delmar,  No.  501— C.  W.  Phillips. 
Sheffield,  No.  503— Claude  M.  Rhea,  March  17, 189< 
(Jeorge  Morrow,  No  507— Wm.  B.  McCombs.  Jai 
Mt.  Signial,  No.  508— Andrew  P.  Collins,  Jan.  11, 

41;  Frank  A.   Cofran,   Aug.   15.   1896, 

Aquilla  Furgeson,  Sept.  8.  1896,  aged  85 
Mortow,  No.  51S— Conrad  Theobold,  Sept.  8,  1896 
Davis,  No.  518— Constantine  L.  Carter,  Sept.  16, 
Gurley,  No.  521— Granville  Ingalls,  Dec.  21,  1895 
Almond,  No.  523— Isaac  N.  McGill,  June  29,  189 
Charlton,  No.   528— Britton  B.   Lunsford,  July 

aged  29. 
Sulligent.  No.  532— Alonzo  L.  Guin.  April  12,  18i 
Bangor,  No.  5a^^— Wm.  H.  Oden,  March  21.  1896, 
Spring  Hill,  No.  586— Charles  M.  Carlisle,  Ma: 

aged  69. 
Mt.  Zion,  No.  542— Wm.  B.  Nappe,  Feb.  28,  1896 

McCloeky. 
H.  C.  Tompkins.  No.  545— W.   M.   Garrett.  Jr., 

1895,  aged  81. 
Boaz,  No.  546— Elijah  R.  A.  Smith,  Oct.  24.  189/ 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  FOR  NOT  MAK- 
ING RETURNS. 


Leighton No.  43 

Gaston '•  44 

New  Market "  52 

Pfister *'  90 

Danville **  95 

Bladon  Springs *'  151 

Estaboga •'  155 

Mt.  Hilliard **  180 

Aherfoil "  181 

Western  Star '*  222 

Mt.  Cannel *'  223 


Northport No.  252 


CJlnttsville 

Haw  Ridge 

Oak  Level 

Williamsburg . . . 

Winston  Star 

Bethlehem 

Sam  Thompson . . 
Tennessee  River. 
Windham 


319 
399 
415 
416 
436 
442 
456 
505 
524 


CHARTERS  FORFEITED. 


Leighton No.    43      New  Market 

Aberfoil "    181      Madison  Station, 

Chandler *'    367      Williamsburg... 


No.  52 
829 
416 


(< 


(< 


LODGES  CONSOLIDATED. 


Maysville,  No.  158,  with  Gurley  Lodge,  No.  521. 
Jonesboro,  No.  315,  with  Bessemer,  No.  458. 


NamDer  oi  memuero  icpi/xvov» 

Amonnt  of  Dues 

Number  of  Lodges  that  made  retnms 

Nnmber  of  Lodges  that  paid  Dues 

Number  of  Lodges  Chartered  in  1896 

Nnmber  of  Dormant  Lodges  revived  in  1896 

Nnmber  of  Lodges  on  the  Roll  December,  1896. . . 
Number  of  Ministers  of  Gk)6pel 


WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Initiated 

Passed 

Raised 

Affiliated 

Re-instated 

Rejected 

Dimitted 

Died 

Suspended  for  N.  P.  D. 

Suspended  for  U.  C 

Elzpelled 


OF  LODGES. 
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6RA.ND  LODGE  OF  A.LA.BA.MA. 


Oeorge  P.  Harrison Opelika  Ar 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery Ai 

H.  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery Bn 

Wm.  8.  Foster Mobile  Br 

Wm.  Y.  Titcomb Anniston Ga 

Gteorge  F.  Moore Montgomery Ga 

Wallace  W.  Harrison Fort  Payne G< 

G< 

!  Fletcher  J.  Gowart Troy I> 

I> 

James  W.  Penn Attalla E 

Pinckuey  K.  Hickman Elba F 

G 

Sfmon  Klotz Birmingham 0 

Rassell  M.Ganningham Birmingham B 

John  G.  Harris Montgomery , 

Wm.  W.  Daffin Grove  Hill 

John  H.  Bankhead Fayette 

Wm.  G.  Robertson OarroUton 

John  DeLoaoh Monroeville 


Edwards.  Gatchell Selma.. 

B.  Dadley  Williams Oxford. 

Jesse  M.  Oarmichael Ozark.. 


Palmer  J.  Pillans Belknap , 

Wm.  J.  Orum Montgomery 

1 

TTAnrv  fi.  Tomokins Montgomery 1 
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Nicholas  Stallworth Bvergreen  Pera. 

Nicholas  Stallwortb Evergreen Prince  Edw'rd  IsVd 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Belknap Quebec. 

Horatio  G.  Grayson Choctaw  Corner Rhode  Island. 

South  Australia. 

Addison  A.  Walker Eafaula South  Carolina. 

Benjamin  F.  Elmore Demopolis Tennessee. 

Vermont. 

George  M.  Morrow Birmingham Victoria. 

Francis  L.  Pettus Selma Virginia. 

Henry  H.  Brown Birmingham Washington. 

Henry  H.  Brown Birmingham Wfst  Virginia. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Belknap  Wisconsin. 

MEMORANDA. 


REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 


Wm.  P.  Vanvert Arizona. 

J.  H.  Westerfield  Springfield  Arkansas. 

Pedro  Antonio  Gomfz Rio  de  Janeiro Brazil. 

A.  Haslan Nanaimo British    Columbia. 

G.  H.  F.  Darlnel  Whilby Canada. 

Alvah  R  Conklin Independence California. 

Ernest  LeNeve  Foster Georgetown    Colorado. 

Segindo  Alvarez Havana Colon  <fe  Is.  of  Cuba 

Washington  L  Morgan New  Britain Connecticut 

Benton  V.  Weldon Smyrna. Delaware. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Washington Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Brackstone  Baker London England. 

Norvill  R.  Carter Levyvllle Florida. 

Wm.  A.  Love Atlanta Georgia. 

A.  P.  Alezanderopulos  Greece. 

Alexander  Frankel Hungary. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Joseph  S.  Morrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H.  Rice  Indianapolis Indiana. 

John  McConnell   Belfast Ireland. 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

D.  Green  Simmons Adairville Kentuclcy. 


i 


<i 


Frank  Barkett Okalona Mispic 

A.  M.  Houf^h  Jefferson  City Misso 

Thornton  B.  Myers David  City Nebra 

Wm.  S.  Whitehead  Newark  New  J 

Robert  C.  Stewart Las  Vega* New  1 

James  Porter  Howe Sidney  U.,  G.  L New  S 

Charles  P.  Lyon Rochester New  " 

DonaM  B  Bain Raleigh North 

Benjamin  K.  Ruscb Forman North 

Charles  Bowman   Herring  Cove Nova 

Nelson  Williams Hamilton Ohio. 

James  R  Bailey Corvalis Orego 

Augus^o  Angulo Lima  Peru. 

Donald  Darrach Kensington Princ 

WplterNutt Canton  Queb< 

Frederick  G.  Stiles Rhod 

Andrew  H,  White Rock  Hill  South 

George  L.  Youog South 

Frank  M.  Kreamer Estellim Soutb 

Henry  R.  Howard Tullahoma Teon< 

Eugene  S.  Weston New  Haven Verm 

H.  Bannister ....Geelong Victo 

James  J.  Dudley Norfolk Virgii 

I  1  Jere  A.  Miller Wheeling West 

\  j  Louis  Sohns Vancouver  Wash 

Philo  A.  Orton Darlington Wlsw 


■  ! 
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NA.MES  AND  ADDRESSES  OF  GRAND  SECRETARIES 
UNITED  STATES  GRAND  LODGES. 


Alabama  .....H.  Clay  ArmBtrong Montgomery. 

Arizona George  J.  Roskruage Tucson. 

Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Rock. 

California George  Johnson San  Francisco. 

Colorado    Ed.  C.  Parmalee Denver. 

Connecticat John  H.  Barlow Hartford. 

Delaware Benjamin  F.  Bartram Wilmington. 

District  of  Columbia.. .Wm.  R.  Singleton Washington. 

Florida Wilber  P.  Webster Jacksonville. 

Georgia A.  N.  Wollhin Macon. 

Idaho Charles  C.  Stevenson  Boise. 

Illinois J.  H.  C  Dill Bloomington. 

Indiana Wm.  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory J.  S.  Murrow  Atoka. 

Iowa  T.  S.  Parvin Cedar  Rapids. 

Kansas  Albert  K.  Wilson Topeka. 

Kentucky Henry  B.  Grant Louisville. 

Louisiana  Richard  Lambert New  Orleans. 

Maine Stephen  Berry Portland. 

Maryland  Jacob  H.  Medarry Baltimore. 

Masaacbusetts S.  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

Michigan  Jefferson  S.  Conover Coldwater. 

Minnesota    Thomas  Montgomery St  PaaL 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri John  D.  Vincll    St.  Louis. 

Montana  Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

Nevada C.  N.  Noteware  Carson  City. 

New  Hampshire George  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Thos.  H.  R.  Redway Trenton. 

New  Mexico A.  A.  Keene Albuquerque. 

New  York E.  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

North  Carolina  John  C.  Drewry Raleigh. 

North  Dakota Frank  J.  Thompson Fargo. 

Ohio  J.  H.  Bromwell Cincinnati. 

Oklahoma  James  S.  Hunt Stillwater. 

Oregon James  F.  Robinson  ..: Eugene. 

Pennsylvania Wm.  A.  Sinn Philadelphia. 

Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

South  Carolina  Charles  Inglesby  Charleston. 


Wasbingtoii Thomas  M.  Reed vn^u 

West  Virginia George  W.  Atkinson Who 

Wisconsin  John  W.  Loflin Milw 

Wyoming Wm  L.  Kaykendall Sarat 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTIONS. 

Alpina  Charles  Beeeon  Bem^ 

Brazil Dr.  Henrique  Val1adoi«s.....Rio  i 

British  Colambia W.  J.  Qainlan Viotc 

Canada John  J.  Mason   Ham 

Chili  Jose  Maloria Valpt 

Colon  &  Caba Jose  F.  Felon Ham 

England Edward  Lechworth  Loim) 

Ireland Archibald  St  George  Dabl 

Manitoba Wm.  G.  Soott Win 

New  BmnsWiok Freeman  W.  Wisdom Sain 

New  South  Wales Arthar  H.  Bray Sydi 

New  Zealand    Rev.  Wm.  Ronaldson Dao 

Nova  Scotia William  Ross Hali 

Peru  Dr.  Alberto  Quinpe? Lim 

Prince  Edw'd  Isl'd  ....N«il  MoKelvIe San 

Porto  Rico J.  Alberto  Nadal Maj 

Qaebec  J(^n  H.  Isaacson Moi 

Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edi 

South  Australia ..J.  H.  Cunningham Adi 

Tasmania John  Hamilton Ho 

United  G.  L.  Victoria.. T.  H.  Lempriere Me 

Egypt F.  F.  Odd! Ah 


I 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


REPORTS  BY 

Grand  Treasarer 36 

Grand  Secretary 36 

Presentation  of  Gavels 89 

Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expalsions  and  Appeals 40 

Committee  on  Finance 45 

Committee  on  By-Laws 52 

Committee  on  Dispensations,  No.  1 58 

Registrar 64 

Committee  on  Masonic  Jarispmdence 65 

Committee  on  Dispensations,  No.  2 57 

Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances 57 

P.  J.  Pillans,  Chairman 65-241 

REPORTS  ON 

Grand  Master's  Address 27 

B.  •.  A. '.  Degree. . '. 89 

Finance 46 

F.  *.  C.  •.  Degree 49 

By-Laws   52 

Index  to  Code 68 

M.  *.  M.  •.  Degn^ee 65 

Foreign  Correspondence 66 

RESOLUTIONS  BY 

R.  M.  Cunningham 49, 60 

Wm.  G.  Robertson 50 

B.Davie 52 

Jas.  A.  Bilbro 68 

W.  J.  Shirley 68 

Grand  Secretary 69 

RESOLUTIONS  CONCERNING 

Index  to  Masonic  Code 49 

Lozohatchee  Lodge  No.  97 50 
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Eastaboga  Lodge  No.  loo 

COI^MITTEES. 


Committees  Annonnced, 
Standing  Committees. . . 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Grand  Officers  Present 

Past  Grand  Officers  Present 

Lodges  Represented 

Grand  Master's  Address 

Overture  from  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin 

•'Maine 

Election  of  Grand  Officers 

Testimonial  to  Retiring  Grand  Master 

Thanks  to  Railroads 

Names  and  Numbers  of  Lodges 

Suspended  for  N.  P.  D 

Dimitted 

Suspended  for  U.  M 

Expelled 

Reinstated 

Our  Fraternal  Dead 

Lodges  Delinquent 

Charters  Forfeited 

Lodges  Consolidated 

Recapitulation 
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